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Our research looks at how effective simulation based learning currently is in the modern classroom. To answer this
question we focused on a group of students in a recent Enhanced Clinical Competency (ECC) course here at the
University of Michigan’s School of Nursing. This course was developed to help students improve their skills to help
them perform better in their future clinical rotations and simulations. To determine how well each student improved
over the course we had each student engage in a test scenario simulation at the beginning and end of the course so
we could examine their hands-on skills visually. Then the students engaged in 7 weeks of simulation based learning
experiences which were guided by simulation learning theories and debriefed by expert instructors in simulations.
Some of the experiences were graded according to a rubric to further analyze progress. Our findings support or
original theory; simulation based learning is effective. All students recommended this course to future students when
asked at the end of the semester; all students showed progress from the beginning to the final test scenario. Many
students reported increased confidence and improved communication in the clinical setting. The latter being crucial,
because 70 percent of errors in hospitals are reportedly due to poor communication between practicing medical
professionals. We are now certain incorporating more simulation based learning in classrooms is beneficial. The
Nursing School plans to replace 25 percent of teaching hours with simulation and the ECC course is set to repeat
next year.
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