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T
his month, the Journal of Periodontology is
very pleased to provide our readers a special
supplement on periodontal disease surveillance.

Disease surveillance has been crucial in the identi-
fication and tracking of susceptible patient popula-
tions to infectious agents. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) works to protect pub-
lic health and the safety of people, by providing in-
formation to enhance health decisions, and promotes
health through partnerships with state health depart-
ments and other organizations. Thus, the CDC has ben-
efitted the periodontal community through a special
supplement borne out of the recent CDC and Amer-
ican Academy of Periodontology (CDC-AAP) Work-
shop on Periodontal Surveillance. In this main issue
of the Journal, you will find an editorial and com-
mentary that highlight the relevance of this topic to
public health and the advancement of periodontal
case definitions in the clinical and field trial settings.
First, an editorial by Drs. William Maas and Robert
Genco titled ‘‘CDC Periodontal Disease Surveillance
Project Could Help States Plug Data Gaps’’1 is pre-
sented. In this editorial, the authors underscore the
importance of self-report measures for population-
based surveillance programs in the United States.
The partnership with the CDC served as an important
collaborative effort with other clinical researchers in
the development of the guidelines found in the corre-

sponding supplement. A commentary by Dr. Jasim
Albandar discusses the advantages and limitations
that public health clinical researchers face in the case
definitions for periodontal disease risk assessment.2

The editors of the Journal along with the Guest
Editor for this supplement, Dr. Paul Eke, trust that
you will find that research in this area will greatly pro-
mote the advancement of periodontal disease surveil-
lance.3 It is this work that can aid periodontists in the
better understanding of periodontitis disease patterns
in broad patient populations beyond our clinics and
schools for the ultimate promotion of enhanced public
health.
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