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Drugs and  the  developing bra in .  - -  A. Vernadak i s  and 
N. Weiner  (Edi tors) .  (P lenum Press, New York ,  1974 ,  
537 p., $22.50) .  

This  vo lume is the  p roceed ings  of  a s y m p o s i u m  
held at the  Univers i ty  of Colorado  which  focuses on  
the  cellular and  organ level of bra in  deve lopmen t .  The  
book  is mu l t i - au t ho r ed  and covers  m a n y  d i f f e ren t  
aspects.  It is divided in to  a n u m b e r  of d i f fe ren t  sec- 
t ions wi th  several chap te r s  mak ing  up each part .  
T h r o u g h o u t ,  chemica ls  re la ted  to pu ta t ive  bra in  
n e u r o t r a n s m i t t e r s  are emphas ized .  The  sec t ions  in- 
c lude  CNS drugs:  func t iona l  and  behaviora l  develop-  
m e n t ,  deve lopmen ta l  aspects  of neu ro t r ansmis s ion ,  
enzymes ,  amino  acids, p ro te ins ,  nucleic acids, elec- 
t ro ly tes  and  acid--base re la ted  to b iochemica l  devel- 
o p m e n t .  In add i t ion ,  the  deve lopmen ta l  aspects  of  
learning and  m e m o r y ,  myel inogenes is ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
and  h o r m o n a l  aspects  of  bra in  d e v e l o p m e n t  are 
covered.  The  final sec t ion  covers  var ious  t he r apeu t i c  
aspects  re la ted to  hyperk ines i s ,  occu l t  b ra in  damage 
and  seizure disorders  in ch i ldren .  

An  impressively wide var ie ty  of subjec ts  is covered 
in this  emergen t  field of  d e v e l o p m e n t  pha rmaco logy .  
The  books  covers  pr imar i ly  basic mechan i sms .  It is 
r e c o m m e n d e d  for  neurosc ien t i s t s  especially in te res ted  
in ve r t eb ra te  bra in  deve lopmen t .  I t  is also a useful  
resource  for  all neurose ien t i s t s  and  shou ld  be  avail- 
able in medica l  l ibraries.  
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Clinical pha rmaco logy  of  ant i -epi lept ic  drugs. - H. 
Schneider ,  D. Janz ,  C. Gardne r -Thorpe ,  H. Meinardi  
and A.L. Sherwin  (Edi tors) .  In t .  S y m p o s i u m ,  Bethel ,  
Bielefeld,  1974.  (Springer-Verlag,  Ber l in-Heidelberg--  
New York ,  1975,  370 p., 89 Tables,  129 Figs., 
DM 128.00) .  

The  book  is divided in to  several chap te rs  dealing 
wi th  clinical pha rmaco logy  and two me thodo log ica l  
sec t ions  (Qual i ty  con t ro l  and s t anda rd i za t ion ;  Meth-  
odology  of  de t e rmina t ion ) .  A very useful  d i c t iona ry  
of drug synonyms ,  chemical  names  and  non-propr i -  
e ta ry  names  of ant i -epi lept ic  drugs in included.  

The  topic  is mos t  i m p o r t a n t  for the cl inician as 
well as for the  expe r imen t a l  worker  in this  field. An- 
t i-epileptic p h a r m a c o t h e r a p y  is carr ied ou t  in daily 
medical  pract ice .  Only  in recen t  years,  however ,  has it 
been  possible to  base the  t r e a t m e n t  on  a deeper  un- 
ders tand ing  of  the  pha rmacok ine t i c s ,  drug interac-  
t ions  and  the individual  response  of  the  pat ient .  The 
w o r k s h o p  clearly d e m o n s t r a t e d  the  s ignif icance of  
de t e rmina t ing  se rum levels of  ant i -epi lept ic  drugs bu t  
also discussed the  diff icul t ies  of  in te rp re t ing  the re- 
sults  in individual  cases. 

It was a good idea to bring toge the r  chemists ,  
pha rmaco log i s t s  and epi leptologis ts  to  discuss these 
p rob lems  f rom d i f fe ren t  po in t s  of  view and  to publ ish  
thei r  discussions in a m o n o g r a p h  which  i l lustrates  all 
t r ends  and  di f ferences  of  opinions .  
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