
HOITY-TOITY TALK AND WOMEN 

John Angle Sharlene Hesse 
University of Boston College 
of  Michigan 

June 1976 

CRSO Working Paper #131 Copies available through: 
Center for  Research on 
Social  Organization 
University of  Michigan 
330 Packard Street  1214C 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 



. . ABSTRACT 

  here is a l i t e r a t u r e  i n  soc io l ingu i s t i c s  which 

theor izes  t h a t  women tend t o .  use the  speech s t y l e s  of higher 

s o c i a l  c l a s se s  more than men, i.e., t o  t a l k  hoi ty- to i ty .  

Because the  perception of t h i s  pa t t e rn  is cons i s t en t  with 
. . 

t r a d i t i o n a l  s tereotypes  of female behavior, w e  examine the  

r e l a t i onsh ip  between sex and speech t o  see i f  1) the  rela- 

t ionsh ip  e x i s t s ,  and 2 )  if so,  why, Findings i n  sociol in-  

g u i s t i c s  are typ ica l ly  based on small, non-probability sam- 

p les ,  o r  i f  a prob&i l i ty  sample, one of a small area. It  

i s  r i sky  t o  general ize  from such data.  They a l s o  do no t  

permi t , the  kind of  mul t ivar ia te  ana lys i s  necessary t o  see i f  

t h e  co r r e l a t i on  between sex and speech s t y l e  is caused by 

one o r  more o the r  var iab les .  W e  make the  analogybetween 

learning a p re s t i ge  s t y l e  of one 's  mother-tongue and learn-  

i ng  a second language where t h e  second language is t h a t  of 

a wealthy group, The obs tac les  t o  t he  mul t ivar ia te  analysis  

of sex m d  the  - adoption - - --. of a p r e s t i g e  speech form are there-  

by removed. D a t a  on bi l ingual ism i n ~ n ~ l i s h  among French 
4 

mother-tongue people i n  Montreal and Spanish. mother-tongue 

people i n  Puerto Rico are used. The evidence d i s c o n f i m  

.the hoi ty- to i ty  t a l k  and women theory. 



HOITY-TOITY TALK AND WOMEN* 

A number of recent  publ ica t ions  i n  soc io l ingu i s t i c s  

have suggeited t h a t  women tend t o  adopt, before e n ,  a 

speech s ty l e .  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of educated, well-to-do people, 

t he  nco r r ec tn  o r  '@pres t igen  s t y l e  taught by t h e  schools a s  

. t he  standard which everyone should imitate, i.e., t a lk ing  

nhoi ty - to i tyn  (c f .  Shuy , 1969a, 1969b; Trudgi l l ,  1974: chap. 

4; and Key, 1975:103-105). This paper reviews t h e  socio- 

l i n g u i s t i c s  l i t e r a t u r e  on the  sub jec t  and pu ts  the  general- 

i z a t i o n  t o  a test. 
. . 

Socio l inguis t s  have observed a - co r re l a t i on  between a 

person's sex  and h i s  o r  her  tendency t o  i m i t a t e  the speech 

s t y l e s  of c e r t a i n  socio-economic c lasses .  A d i r e c t  causal  

r e l a t i onsh ip  between gender and speech s t y l e  tends t o  be as- 

sumed o r  implied. Mul t ivar ia te  ana lys i s  may show, however, 

t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i onsh ip  is more plausibly  explained by o ther  

var iab les ,  and is, i n  f a c t ,  n o t  a causal  re la t ionsh ip-  HOW- 

ever ,  mul t ivar ia te  ana lys i s  of t h e  r e l a t i onsh ip  of gender 

and speech s t y l e s  is no t  poss ib le  on s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  survey 

data.  Samples are s m a l l ,  o f t en  non-random, of small geo- 

graphic areas, with l i t t l e  information on s o c i a l  background, 

and complex information on speech behavior. W e  make the 

analogy between learning t h e  p re s t i ge  s t y l e  of a language 

and lea rn ing  a second language where the  second language 

learned is t h a t  of a wealthy, p r iv i leged  group. A l l  of 
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these.  obstacles  t o  t h e  mul t ivar ia te  eanalys is  of t h i s  rela- 

t ionsh ip '  a re - thereby  removed. There4:are l a rge  d a t a  sets 

inc1uding.a va r i ab l e  on bi l ingualism, which pe rmi t -de t a i l ed  

m u l t i v a r i a t e  ana lys i s  of the  quest ion of whether sex makes 

any d i f fe rence  i n  t he  adoption of a p r e s t i g e  language. W e  

use publ ic  use samples of the 1971 Census of Population i n  

Montreal and t h e  1970 Census of Population i n  Puerto Rico, 

bo th .b i l ingua1  s o c i e t i e s ,  t o  see -whether "women have. any in-  

t r i n s i c lp ropens i ty  t o  adopt a prest igecspeech form. 

Review .of -- .the L i t e r a tu re  . 

The researcher  who .perhaps more than any o the r  

sparked the  recen t  wave. of f indings  :. that .women - adopt "pres- 

t i g e  speech forms before men is  W i l l i a m  Labov. Labov (1966: 

312, 495,496; 1972a:243) found i n  the  now classic study. 

The - Socia l  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  of - Enqlish --- i n  New York City '*that  

there w a s  an on-going process o f * d i f f u s i o n .  of s tandard Amer- 

ican English.. f o m s  - down through each. socio-economic s tratw, 

replacing indigenous. forms, known a s .  nBrooklynese,w and 

t h a t  a t  each socio-economic level., except t he  lowest, women- 
I 

, , 

tended t o  adopt t h e  new p re s t i ge  f onas before .men. 

Simultaneous t o  or . fo l lowing Labov8,s work i n  N e r c  

York, a number of o the r  soc io l ingu i s t s  found the.-same pat-  

t e rn .  Levine and Crockett  (1966) found :that.:women i n .  a 

North Carolina c i t y  tend t o  adopt prest ige- .speech forms be- 

fo re  men. Wolfram (1969:78',215) found i n  a study of black, 

inner  c i t y - speech  i n  Det ro i t  that. ; the:speechG of women is 

c losez  toe-standard American English; i.e., that of the 



white  middle class, than  t h a t  of men, and concluded t h a t  

women show a " g r e a t e r  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  s o c i a l l y  e v a l u a t i v e  

l i n g u i s t i c  f e a t u r e s w  than men. G r i l l e t  (1974 : 199) r e p o r t s  

that i n  r u r a l  v i l l a g e s  i n  southern France "women appear t o  

b= more s e n s i t i v e  than men t o  t h e  idea of s t a t u s  and upward 

s o c i a l  mobi l i ty"  and consequently p r e f e r r e d  t h e  h igher  pres- 

t i g e  speech form of s tandard  French t o  the l o c a l  romance 

dialect, Gascon. Key (1975: 104) and T r u d g i l l  (1974 :99) re- 
. . 

p o r t  similar cases of women p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  s t andard  o r  urban 

speech forms a s s o c i a t e d  with h igher  s o c i a l  classes i n  G e r -  

many and Norway respec t ive ly .  Cedergren (1973 :19) i n  s tud-  

ies of the Spanish spoken i n  Puer to  Rico and Panama a l s o  

found t h a t  women's speech tended t o  be c l o s e r  t o  the l o c a l  

s t andard  than t h a t  of m o s t  men. 

By 1969 Shuy (1969a) s a w  a p a t t e r n  i n  the socio-  

l i n g u i s t i c s  l i t e r a t u r e .  H e  reviewed a number of s t u d i e s ,  

many p reda t ing  Labov (1966). H e  c i t e d  the s tudy by Fischer  

(1958) i n  a New England v i l l a g e  which showed t h a t  girls use 

the formal, schaol -correc t  l ing '  ending, as i n  "running and 

jumpingn more o f t e n  than boys, who tend to use t h e  more in -  

formal ' i n '  ending as i n  "runnin ' and jumpin ' . " This  par- 

t i c u l a r  example of sex  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  frequency of 

use of standard/non-standard forms evokes t h e  conf ron ta t ion  

between the untamed boyishness of  a Huck Finn and prim sub- 

missiveness  of t h e  g i r l s  of Hannibal, Missouri .  The asser- 

t i o n  that women adopt  p r e s t i g e  speech forms be fo re  men is 

c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to ' emot iona l ly  s t r o n g ,  widely he ld  



s tereotypes  about male/f emale behavior.. Another of  Shuy.'s 

(19:69a). references  is a chapter devoted t o  t he  speech of 

women i n  Otto Jespersen 's  Language, Its Nature, Development 

and Origin (1922) . Jespersen (1946:56) a l s o  comments- on 
-, 

women's speech i n  a later book. According t o  him, young 

women tend t o  come away from.high schools  i n  Copenhagen, 

speaking standard Danish more of ten  than young men. 

Labov (1970, 1972a) has commented on the  s e x , p a t t e r n  

i n ,  socio-economic speech s t y l e s  s ince  the-  appearance-. of 

Shuy 's (1969~1, 1969b) papers; Labov (1972a: 301-303) recalls 

the  work of Louis Gauchat, an e a r l y  20th.century French dia-  

l e c t o l o g i s t ,  who s tud ied  the  borrowing of f ea tu re s  f r o m  

s tandard French, a p re s t i ge  language, i n t o  the-speech of 

v i l l a g e r s  i n  romance-speaking Switzerland. Women l ed  the  ' 

way i n  adopting the  p re s t i ge  fea tures .  A s  a counter-example 

t o  t h e  genera l iza t ion  t h a t  women adopt language innovations 

before men, Labov (1972a:303) o f f e r s  t h e  case of a sound 

change on Martha's Vineyard i n  which men l e d  the  way i n  the. 

more s a l i e n t  use of a d i a l e c t i c a l  p e c u l i a r i t y  of t he  i s land .  

This case, however, i s  no t  a counter-example t o  the  general- 

i z a t i o n  t h a t  women adopt co r r ec t  o r  p re s t i ge  speech forms be- 

f o r e ,  men, s ince  t h e  innovation.. the: men adopted was non- 

s tandard . 
Counter-Examples -- t o  the  Hoity-Toity Talk and Women Theory Y- - 

There are t r u e  counter-examples. t o  the hoi ty - to i ty  

t a lk -  and-women theory. Labov (1970:27) notes that  i n  t he  

poores t  socio-economic stratum i n  New York Ci ty ,  the.  women 



may have less awareness of what s tandard speech is than men, 

and tend t o  conform less o f t en  t o  it. H e  a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  

r e v e r s a l  of sex  pa t t e rn  i n  speech s t y l e s  t o  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n  

r a t h e r  than any psychological d i f f e r ences  from wea l th ie r  

women. Other writers provide s i m i l a r  examples of women lag- 

ging behind men i n  adopting p r e s t i g e  speech forms. A l l  of 

these  examples involve b i l ingual ism and most, s i t u a t i o n s  of 

poverty,  whether t h e  shared poverty of  a developing region 

o r  country o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e  poverty of be ing.poor  i n  an in-  

d u s t r i a l i z e d  country. Jespersen (1922: 241). cites a number 

o f  s o c i e t i e s  where a non-indigerious language has become the  

language of work i n  indust ry ,  t r a d e ,  o r  government, and men 

a r e  more f requent ly  b i l i n g u a l  i n  t h i s  language of work than 

women. 

G. L e w i s  (1972:ll) i n  a study of language i n  t h e  

Sov ie t  Union found t h a t  men tended t o  become b i l i n g u a l  i n  

t h e  school-taught'languages, such a s  Russian, before women. 

There can be l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  Russian i n  the Sovie t  Union 

.has more p r e s t i g e  than near ly  every o t h e r  language spoken 

there .  H e  th inks  t h a t  t he  tendency of men t o  become b i l i n -  

gual  i n  the  na t i ona l  language, and the re fore ,  p r e s t i g e  lan- 

guage, before women, is a common p a t t e r n  i n  developing coun- 

tries. H e  a t t r i b u t e s .  the  d i f f e r ence  between t he  sexes,  l i k e  

Labov (1970: 27) f o r  t h e  poor i n  New York Ci ty ,  t o  the.  s o c i a l  

i s o l a t i o n ,  of women i n  such coun t r i es .  Soc i a l  i s o l a t i o n  caxi 

be construed as meaning less education, less opportuni ty f o r  

l abo r  fo rce  pa r t i c ipa t i on ,  and a t r a d i t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  to-  

ward concerning themselves wi th  matters of home and family.  



0.  L e w i s  (1968:188) f inds  much the  same th ing  among Puer.to 

Rican women i n  New York City. The women tend t o  restrict 

t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  home and neighborhood and have less occasion 

t o  l ea rn  and use English. Key (1975:136) notes  a similar 

pa t t e rn  among Spanish speaking Chicado women i n  the  South- 

w e s t .  

Nevertheless,  i f  the  theory t h a t  women a r e  d i f  feren- 

t i a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  p re s t i ge  speech forms is t rue ,  one would. 

expect q tendency of women t o  be more b i l i n g u a l  n e t  - of t he  

f ac to r s  which he lp  men t o  become b i l i ngua l ,  such as amount 

of education o r  l abor  force  pa r t i c ipa t ion .  One r ecen t  socio- 

l i n g u i s t i c  study of bi l ingualism i n  Spanish among Indians i n  

Bolivia ( ~ l b 6 ,  1970:85-89) found t h a t  while b i l ingual ism i n  

Spanish was d e f i n i t e l y  more frequent  f o r  men than women 

among the  poores t  and most r u r a l  people, i n  t h e  more a f f lu -  

e n t  classes, women w e r e  a s  frequently b i l i ngua l  i n  Spanish 

a s  men. Given equa l i t y  of education women would possibly 

be more b i l i n g u a l - t h a n  men. 

Explanations of t h e  Sex Pattern in Language 

What accounts f o r  the  observed sex pa t t e rn  i n  speech 

and the counter-examples t o  this pa t te rn?  The~e . . a t . e  sev- 

eral p laus ib le  explanations, each der iv ing from co-n sense 

o r  s o c i a l  sc ience  conceptions of the  nature  and importance 

of gender ro les .  None of these, however, i s  much more than 

conjecture. 

The simplest explanation of the  sex p a t t e r n  in  

adopting p re s t i ge  speech s t y l e s  is t h a t  there is something 



inherent  i n  the gender r o l e  of being a woman which induces 

women t o  p re fe r  p re s t i ge  speech, i.e., gender r o l e  has a d i -  

rect e f f e c t ,  Trudgi l l  (1972:182) has set f o r t h  t he  proposi- 

t i o n  t h a t  women are inherent ly  more status-conscious than 

men and t h a t  i s  why they i m i t a t e  t he  speech of higher s o c i a l  

classes more readi ly .  Cedergren (1973:19) expla ins  the  tend- 

ency of the  women she s tudied t o  use co r r ec t  forms by Tudor 

(1971) who found t h a t  g i r l s  perceive s t a t u s  d i f fe rences  bet-  

ter than boys. The a s se r t i on  i n  Wolfram (1969~78)  t h a t  women 

are more s e n s i t i v e  than men t o  " s o c i a l  evaluat ion" i s  appar- 

e n t l y  a s i m i l a r  explanation, a s  is G r i l l e t ' s  (1974:199) s t a t e -  

ment t h a t  "women appear t o  be more s e n s i t i v e  than men t o  t he  

.%. , idea  of s t a t u s  and upward s o c i a l  mobility," . 
I n  t h i s  view, women are more n a r c i s s i s t i c  than men, 

and the  adoption of p re s t i ge  speech forms i s  j u s t  another 
" -.. 

way of expressing a sex-role r e l a t e d  need f o r  self-adornment. 

Being ab le  t o  speak a p re s t i ge  speech form may be viewed a s  

p a r t  of personal  adornment i n  a woman, l i k e  t h e  cu l t i va t ion  
.. . 

of physical  a t t r ac t ivenes s ,  c h i c  i n  d ress ,  poise,  and good 

manners, and rewarded i n  the  same way: by personal  p re s t i ge  

and advantage i n  the  marriage and/or labor  markets. Lakoff 

(1973) and Thorne and Henley (1976) suggest t h a t  women's 

speech is an extension of gender r o l e  with women taking a 

submissive r o l e ,  p a r t  of which is  enhancing themselves as a 

valued ob jec t  by sounding good. This is a conventional view 

of feminine behavior (cf .  Scul ly  and B a r t ,  1973t1048). The 

syxmnetrically p a r a l l e l  view of men i s  t h a t  they are s tou t ,  

happy, honest, unaffected fel lows , somewhat Put o f f  with the  



narcissism and status-climbing of women. How does t h a t s o n g  

f ron Zly ..Fair Lady go? "Men a r e  s o  honest , so  h i s t o r i c a l l y  .- 

f n  Misogynist, Henry Higgins, was, a f t e r  a l l ,  a socio- 

Ainguist, There may be more than j u s t  an undercurrent of 

some old-timey s tereotypes  i n  the  soc io l ingu i s t i c s  litera- 

tu re .  

There are explanations of t h e  sex pa t t e rn  i n  SES- 

r e l a t e d  speech s t y l e s  which involve gender r o l e s  i nd i r ec t ly .  

Shuy (19.69a:3) suggests  t he re  may be something i n  t he  elemen- 

tary school classroom s i t u a t i o n ,  such a s  a female teacher, 

t h a t  f a c i l i t a t e s  t he  language learning of g i r l s  more than 

boys, producing a sex d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  mastery of t h e  lan- 

g u a g e ( ~ )  taught  i n  the  school. What Shuy is  a l lud ing  t o  is 

Mead's , (1949: chap. 7) notion of assymmetry i n  sex r o l e  devel- 

opment: ; the male c h i l d 8  s need f o r  a "second weaning, " a 

t r a n s f e r  of the  s i g n i f i c a n t  o the r  from mother t o  f a the r .  

Sexton (1969) has noted t h a t  the  predominance of women among 

school  t e a c h e r s  makes a .  boy's "second weaning" more .dif  f i -  

c u l t .  ' Sexton (1969) th inks  t h a t  t h e  woman s c h o o l  teacher  

tends  t o  cause boys t o  reject t h e  t eache r ,  the  school, t h e i r  

au thor i ty ,  and what they teach,  including the  "standard" lan- 

guage. A tendency of boys t o  pay less a t t en t ion ,  t o  a t t end  

school less frequent ly  o r  t o  drop ou t  of school sooner than 

g i r l s  could e a s i l y  produce a sex d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  the use of 

t he  .school-taught s tandard language. 

Trudgi l l  (1971:lOl) r epo r t s  j u s t  one such example of 

d i f f e r e n t i a l  l ea rn ing  i n  the  West Indies.  Young chi ldren,  

boys and g i r l s .  s t a r t e d  school speaking a common language, 



9 

each sex  using the  same frequency of non-standard forms. 

A f t e r  s i x  months of schooling, both boys and g i r l s  had 

learned t o  use non-s tandard' f o m s  much less frequently . 
Hwever, the  boys ' retained a higher frequency of non-stand- 

a rd  forms i n  t h e i r  speech and mimicked i n  r i d i c u l e  t he  bet-  

ter mastery of standard forms by the  g i r l s ,  an ind ica t ion  

of some r e j e c t i o n  of standard language a s  too  feminine. 

O t h e r  gender r o l e  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  may a l s o  be a t  

work i n  t he  school,  The tendency of females t o  be more fa-  
. , . .  I 

cile than h l e s  i n  verbal  learning is w e l l  documented. Mac- 

coby 'and' J ack l in  (1974 : 75) have reviewed dozens of psycho- 

l o g i c a l  papers documenting t h i s  tendency. Bart ley (1970) 

repor t s  a study which shows t h a t  g i r l s  are more l i k e l y  than 

boys t o  continue with foreign language in s t ruc t ion  i n  Amer- 

ican high schools ,  although it w a s  no t  ascer ta ined whether 

t h i s  tendency . . was due t o  g rea t e r  f a c i l i t y  i n  verbal  learning,  

a tendency ' to  be . . more submissive t o  school au thor i ty ,  a high- 

er to lerance  f o r  r o t e  leaxning, o r  simply higher motivation 

to learn .  When given a chance f o r  equal schooling with .boys, 

g i r l s  may exce l  i n  verbal  learning.  When t h a t  chance is de- 

nied o r  discouraged, a s  among the  poor i n  i n d u s t r i a l  socie- 

ties o r  i n  economically l e s s  developed s o c i e t i e s  which may 

i n s i s t  on a g rea t e r  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of sex ro les ,  women may 

1ag.behind men'in adopting p re s t i ge  speech forms. 

Evidence of ---- B i a s  i n  the  Soc io l inguis t i cs  L i t e r a tu re  

I S ~  there evidence of bias i n  t h e  perception of sex 

d i f fe rences  i n  t he  recent  soc io l ingu i s t i c s  l i t e r a t u r e ?  It 



appears so. Reference group behavior. i n  the  speech of women 

is discussed under t he  heading of sex d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of 

speech (cf . Labov, 1972a: 344) . However, Labov, f o r  example, 

w r i t e s  a t  length about reference group behavior i n  the speech 

of males without bracketing it under t h e  heading of "sex d i f -  

f e r en t i a t i on"  o r  a s  " s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  s o c i a l  evaluation." I n  

f a c t ,  Labov's (1972b) discussion of t h e  language of black 

teenage youths i n  imer c i t y  peer  groups reveals  severe pres- 

su re  t o  conform t o  the  speech appropr ia te  i n  t h a t  s o c i a l  con- 

t e x t .  Fa i lu re  t o  conform may be f raught  with disgrace (Labov, 

1972b:257). It j u s t  happens t h a t  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  the  norms 

which have p r e s t i g e  are defined i n  opposi t ion t o  t h e  language 

of the:schools and white people i n  higher income groups, o r  

i n  the  s p e c i a l  soc io l ingu i s t i c  use of t he  te,m, the  "pres- 

tige'" d r  s tandard language. taught  i n  schools.  

' Males, it turns  out ,  a r e  n o t  a l l  t h a t  r e s i s t a n t  t o  

fashion. Labov. (1966: 495) sees a general  tendency of men i n  ._ . .. 
--- 

New York t o  i m i t a t e  t o  some ex ten t  the  speech s t y l e s  of lower 

socio-economic groups i n  order  t o  appear tough, t o  enhance 

t h e i r  masculinity.  In  a t  least some societies, ra$n may lead. 

women in adopting new speech s t y l e s .  Trudgi l l  (1972) found 

t h a t  the  men of Norwich, England were ahead. of the  women i n  

adopting lower c l a s s  speech innovations. Trudgi l l  ( 19 72) 

asc r ibes  t h i s  tendency not  t o  s ens ik iv i ty  t o  s o c i a l  evalua- 

t i o n  o r  p re s t i ge  bu t  t o  a s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  'covert p r e s t i ge , "  

his phrase f o r a n a d m i r e d  work ingc l a s s  swagger, which ap- 

pealed t o  men f o r  t h e  reasons Labov (1966:-495) suggests. 



Women i n  ~ o w i c h  w e r e  shown t o  speak more ncor rec t lyw than 

the men. Y e t  Trudgi l l  ignores the  symmetry i n  h i s  da ta  and 

states (1972:182) t h a t  women i n  our soc ie ty  are more s ta tus -  

conscious than men, generally speaking, and are therefore  

more aware of the  s o c i a l  s ignif icance of l i n g u i s t i c  varia- 

bles. The f a i l u r e  t o  recognize t h i s  symmetry i n  behavior 

and t o  pu t  only women down as responsive t o  reference groups 

is evidence.of  b ias .  The general iza t ion t h a t  men tend t o  

borrow the  speech s t y l e s  of lower socio-economic c lasses  is 

no t  as w e l l  a t t e s t e d  as the  general iza t ion about the  speech 

reference group behavior of women. 

W e  think there  are seve ra l  reasons t o  take another 

look a t  the  general iza t ion t h a t  women tend t o  adopt, before 

men, speech forms which a r e  "standardn o r  "correct ,"  which 

a r e  t y p i c a l  of the  wealthy and educated. F i r s t ,  there  is 

the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a simple project ion of a male stereotype 

of women, conceivably as  a r e s u l t  of the  interview s i t u a t i o n  

(cf . Benney, Riesman, and S ta r ,  1956) . Secondly, there  is 

evidence of  b i a s  i n  t he  l i t e r a t u r e :  t he  matter of female 

reference group behavior described a s  a s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  so- 

c ial  evaluation while male reference group.behavior i n  lan- 

guage is no t  s o  characterized. Thirdly, t he re  is no explana- 

t i o n  of the observed pa t te rns ,  only speculation. What has 

been observed is a pairwise re la t ionsh ip  between the varia- 

b l e s  of s ex  and speech behavior. There may be some causal  

s t r u c t u r e  producing both e f f e c t s .  The assumption t h a t  sex 

role causes speech behavior is an imputation of causa l i ty  t o  



a cor re la t ion ,  n o t  necessar i ly  warranted. Fourthly, many 

f indings i n  soc io l ingu i s t i c s  are based on small,  non-random 

samples. I t  is r i sky  t o  general ize from them t o  l a r g e r  pop- 

u la t ions .  Those s tud i e s  which are based on p robab i l i t y  sam- 

p l e s  (Labov, 1966; Levine and Crockett ,  1966)  a r e  geograph- 

i c a l l y  l imi ted  and again it is  r i sky  t o  general ize  from them. 

t o  T e s t  the Hoity-Toity --- 

The Canadian Census of 1971 co l l ec t ed  information on 

the  mother-tongue, and cu r r en t  language a b i l i t i e s  of people. 

The 1970 Census of Population i n  Puerto Rico co l lec ted  in-  

formation on whether people were able t o  speak English. By 

r e s t r i c t i n g  the  population under study t o  na t ive  born Puerto 

Ricans with a t  least one na t ive  born Puerto Rican parent ,  

Spanish mother-tongue can be  v i r t u a l l y  guaranteed i n  every 

case (Angle, 1976a: 292, 1976b: chap. 3) . Publ ic  use samples 

of individual  records are ava i lab le  from both censuses pro- 

v iding a l a rge  number of cases  t o  analyze. Detai led multi-  

v a r i a t e  ana lys i s  involving a l a rge  number of con t ro l  var ia-  

b l e s  i s  poss ible .  Thus, i f  it can be shown t h a t  b i l ingua l -  

i s m  is  t h e  same kind of SES (socio-economic s t a tu s ) -o r i en t ed  

reference group behavior a s  the  adoption of a class speech 

s t y l e  wi thin  a language, t he  hypothesis t h a t  women are more 

ready than men t o  adopt the  speech of wealthier people can 

be p u t  t o  a r igorous test. This test cons i s t s  of es tab l i sh-  

ing  1) t h a t  people of Spanish mother-tongue i n  Puerto Rico 

and French mother-tongue i n  Montreal regard speaking English 



a s  pres t ig ious ,  and then 2)  seeing whether women are more 

l i k e l y  than men t o  speak English n e t  of a l l  the  f ac to r s  which - 
expose people t o  oppor tuni t ies  t o  l ea rn  English. 

There a r e  four poss ib le  outcomes. A f t e r  con t ro l s  

f o r  such re levan t  var iab les  a s  amount of education and labor  

fo rce  pa r t i c ipa t ion ,  sex may no t  have a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ign i f -  

i c a n t  e f f e c t  on bi l ingualism i n  English. Even i f  the  e f f e c t  

is  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ign i f i can t ,  it may no t  be very large.  Sta- 

t i s t i ca l  s ignif icance is easy t o  achieve with a l a rge  d a t a .  . 

set. Even i f  the  e f f e c t  is- both s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

and subgtant ia l ,  it might show t h a t  e i t h e r  men o r  women have 

a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and subs t an t i a l  tendency t o  be 

b i l ingua l .  If it turns  o u t  t h a t  women have a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  and subs t an t i a l  tendency t o  be b i l i ngua l ,  n e t  

of me cont ro l  var iables ,  then it could be much more con- 

vincingly argued t h a t  women have some kind of i n t r i n s i c  need 

t o  t a l k  "hoity-toi ty" than can be argued from the  simple 

pairwise cor re la t ion  between sex and speech behavior. W e  

hypothesize t h a t  the re  i s  no such i n t r i n s i c  re la t ionsh ip  

between sex and bi l ingualism, i.e., w e  p r ed i c t  t h a t  when con- 

t r o l s  are applied,  sex w i l l  no t  have a subs t an t i a l  e f f e c t  on 

bilingualism. It  may be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ign i f i can t ,  bu t  t he  

s i z e  of t he  e f f e c t  is  predic ted t o  be negl ig ibly  small. The 

simple way- of s t a t i n g  our hypothesis is that  when controls  

are made on the  appropriate var iab les ,  sex and bi l ingual ism 

w i l l  no t  be meaningfully r e l a t e d ,  i.e., sex does no t  by it- 

s e l f  make a d i f fe rence  i n  whether a person is more l i k e l y  



t o  be b i l i ngua l .  Before t u r n i n g  t o f i t he  m u l t i v a r i a t e  ana ly s i s  

of d a t a  on b i l i ngua l i sm  it has to  be shown t h a t  1) b i l i n -  

gualism, i n  a p r e s t i g e  language i s  t he  same t h i n g  a s  t r y i n g  

t o  speak i n  a p r e s t i g e  s t y l e ,  and 2) t h a t  speaking English 

i s  p r e s t i g ious  f o r  people of French mother-tongue i n  Mon- 

treal  and Spanish mother-tongue i n  Puerto Rico. 

The - A-n between a Monolin u a l ' s  Usin5 a P r e s t i g e  S t y l e  
and a B i l i ngua lv  s U s ~ d s t l g e  ~ G g u a g e  - -  

. 8 

- :  Labov (1970: 21 )  s t a t e s  t h a t '  t h e r e  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  

equ~va ' lence  between b i l ingua l i sm and knowledge of  t w o  o r  more 

speech s t y l e s ,  a s soc ia ted  with s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  i n  t h e  same lan-  

guage. Of course ,  d i f f e r e n t  speech s t y l e s  of th; same lan- 

guage have a g r e a t  dea l ,  perhaps nea r ly  a l l ,  of t h e i r  gram- 

mar and vocabulary i n  common. Actual l i n g u i s t i c  d i f f e r ences  

between speech s t y l e s  may be s l i g h t ,  b u t  never the less  soc i a l -  

l y  important. Their  use i n  p a r t i c u l a r  types  of s o c i a l  s i t u -  

a t i o n s  tends  t o  become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  One s t y l e  i s  more 

appropr ia te  f o r  g iv ing  a speech a t  school ,  another  f o r  y e l l -  

i n g  i n s u l t s .  

Among b i l i n g u a l s ,  use of t h e i r  two languages may 

a l s o  become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  contexts .  

Ferguson (1959) g ives  q u i t e  a few examples of b i l i n g u a l s  us- 

i n g  one language a s  a formal, "p res t ige"  language, c o r r e c t  

and proper,  t augh t  i n  schools  and-ken more f requen t ly  by 

t h e  upper c l a s s e s ,  and t he  o the r  a language used more f r e -  

quent ly by t h e  upper c l a s s e s ,  and t he - . o the r  a language used 

more f requen t ly  by the lower classes. Ferguson (1959) 
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r e p o r t s  that .a b i l i n g u a l  w i l l  o f& deny knowing t h i s  second - .  

language a t  a l l .  Thus wholly d i f f e r e n t  languages can be 

used t o  f u l f i l l  e x a c t l y  t h e  same s o c i a l  func t ions  as stand- 

a r d  and non-standard forms of one language. Such a s i t u a -  

t i o n  is c a l l e d  ' d i g l o s s i a '  by Ferguson (1959). Sociol in-  

g u i s t s  themselves o f t e n  mix up t h e  mat ter  o f  use of a pres-  

t i g e  s t y l e  wi th  a b i l i n g u a l ' s  use of or h e r  p r e s t i g e  lan- 

guage when a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  women have a tendency t o  adopt a 

p r e s t i g e  speech form. Gauchat (19051, A l b 6  (19701, Trud- 

g i l l  (1974), and G r i l l e t  (1974) have a l ready been c i t e d  as 
t 

po in t ing  o u t  that women tend t o  p r e f e r  t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  lan- 

guage 

One of ' t h e  clearest cases: of b i l i n g u a l i s m  i n  two 
I .  

languages of , d i f f e r e n t  amounts o f '  p r e s t i g e  resembling SES- 

related speech s t y l e s  is  b i l ingua l i sm i n  Spanish and Guarani 

i n  Paraguay (c f .  Burling, 1970:lOO-101; Rona, 1966; Rubin, 

1968). H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  Spanish i s  t h e  mother-tongue of t h e  

el i te ,  t h e  Spanish conquerors and t h e i r  descendents,  t h e  

language of t h e  school ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e ,  w r i t t e n  communi- 

c a t i o n s ,  and formal,  p o l i t e  conversat ion.  Guarani, an 

Amerindian language, survived because t h e  Spanish were nu- 

mer ica l ly  f e w  and in te rmar r i ed  w i t h  Indians.  Guarani is 

t h e  language of  informal,  i n t i m a t e  t a l k .  Although t h e r e  are 

Spanish monolinguals, about  8% of t h e  popula t ion ,  and a l a r g e  

number of Guarani monolinguals i n  t h e  country,  about  40%, 

most of t h e  populat ion,  52%, are b i l i n g u a l  i n  both  languages 

and s e p a r a t e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  con tex t s  i n  which t h e  two 



languages a r e  used (Rubin, 1968:14). Thus t o  i n s i s t  on 
I 

speaking Spanish i n  f a m i l i a r ,  homey s i t u a t i o n s  where Guarani 

is u s u a l l y  used would be def ined  as t o o  formal,  h o i t y - t o i t y ,  

t o o  high c l a s s  t o  be appropr ia te ,  if t h e  people are b i l i n g u a l .  

Conversely, use of Guarani i n  formal d iscourse ,  although en- 

couraged t o  some e x t e n t  by t h e  government s i n c e  Guarani is  

uniquely Paraguayan, would tend t o  be perceived as inappro- 
!; 
, . 
,. p r i a t e ,  everi poss ib ly  vulgar  (Rubin, 1968:chap.4) . There i s  

a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p r e s t i g e  between t h e  two languages. Rubin, 

(1968:111), i n  f a c t ,  found t h a t  Guarani tended t o  be t h e  lan-  

guage 'of men wi th  men; Spanish t h e  language 'men tended t o  use 

w i t h  women, and" women p re fe r red .  

W e  are n o t  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  use of two languages 

is as con tex t - spec i f i c  among French mother-tongue people i n  

' Montreal o r  Spanish mother-tongue people i n  Puer to  Rico a s  

i n  Paraguay. For most, it probably is  no t .  I t  i s  enough t o  

show t h a t  where p r e s t i g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  between languages 

i n  a b i l i n g u a l  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  use of t h e  two d i f f e r e n t  lan-  

guages tends  t o  become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  according t o  s o c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n ,  j u s t  as between SES-related speech s t y l e s  i n  a 

monolingualr s o c i e t y .  

Butc is  t h e r e  a p r e s t i g e  d i f f e r e n c e  between Bnglish 

and French i n  t h e  Montreal met ropol i tan  area and Engl ish  and 

Spanish i n  Puer to  Rico? There a r e ~ p ~ o  - .. ways of e s t a b l i s h i n g  

such a p r e s t i g e  d i f fe rence .  One way'*is t o  ask whether there 

is such a differer ice.  Another is t o  show t h a t  the language 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  wealthy acqu i re  t h e  p r e s t i g e  of 



es tab l i shed  wealth, i.e., the  p re s t i ge  of w e a l t h  rubs off  on 

the  language of the  wealthy (cf. Labov, 1970:31). The s to ry  

M a t  C a s t i l l i a n  Spanish pronounces an 's '  as a ' t h '  because 

people once imi ta ted  a popular king of  ~ a s t i l l e  who l i sped  

i l l u s t r a t e s  the  point ,  even if the  s to ry  may be apocryphal. 

Lambert, Hodgson, Gardner, and Fillenbaum (1972) i n  

an experiment on Montreal people involving a "matched guise ,"  
1 

t h a t  is, the  tape  recorded voices of  f lawless  b i l i ngua l s  

speaking i n  English and French, show t h a t  French Canadians 

r a t ed  these  people as being more des i r ab l e  when they w e r e  

speaking English than when they w e r e  speaking French, an indi-  

ca t ion  t h a t  speaking English i s  pres t ig ious .  Lambert, Hodgsu~, 

Gardner, and Fillenbaum (1972:301-304) show t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

p re s t i ge  of d i f f e r e n t  income groups is projected on t o  lan- 

guage c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  the  ex t en t  they are cor re la ted  with 

income groups. Epstein (19661222) i n  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  on at- 

t i t u d e s  toward learning English i n  Puerto Rico states t h a t  

"one need merely speak English f l u e n t l y  t o  persuade people 

t h a t  h e - i s  educated and of more than average means." Ep- 

s t e i n  (1966:53) a l s o  observes t h a t  speaking English has 

some snob appeal f o r  the  wealthy i n  Puerto Rico, t h a t  many 

parents  are wi l l i ng  t o  pay money t o  have t h e i r  chi ldren ed- 

ucated i n  p r iva t e  schools i n  order  t h a t  t h e i r  chi ldren be 

taught  English more e f f ec t ive ly  than they would be i n  the 

publ ic  schools (Epstein, 1970:79), and t h a t  the re  is some 

r i s k  of bi l ingual ism i n  E n g l i s h b e c o d n g  a c l a s s  b a r r i e r  

t h a t  might separa te  r i c h  from poor (Epstein, 19661222) . 
WagenQeim (19731103) suggests t h a t  English enjoys p re s t i ge  

. . 



i n  Puerto Rico because of i ts "monetary value." In .bo th  Mon- 

treal and Puerto R ~ c o ,  not  only do .English mother-tongue 

people have s u b s t a n t i a l l y  higher incomes than Spanish mother- 

tongue people i n  Puerto Rico, o r  French mother-tongue people 

i n  Montreal, bu t  among Spanish o r  French mother-tongue people, 

b i l i ngua l s  i n  English a r e  subs t an t i a l l y  wea l th ie r  than mono- 

l i n g u a l ~  (cf. Lieberson, 1970: 167-175; Angle, 1976b:chap. 5) . 
There is thus  both s t rong d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  evidence t h a t  

a b i l i t y  t o  speak English is pres t ig ious  f o r  French mther- 

tongue people i n  Montreal and Spanish mother-tongue -people 

i n  Puerto Rico and t h a t  bi l ingualism i n  English is the  same 

kind of speech behavior as knowledge and use of t he  speech 

S w l e s  of wealthy people i n  monolingual s o c i e t i e s .  

D a t a ,  Variables,  and Methods 

The sources of da t a  are a publ ic  use sample of 27,433 

cases drawn from individual  records of the 1971.Canadian Cen- 

sus  i n  t he  Montreal metropolitan area (c f .  Canada, S t a t i s t i c s  

Canada, 1975) and a publ ic  use sample of 27,068 cases i n  the 

"state ~ c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s n  f i l e  drawn from ind iv idua l  records of 

the  1970 Census of Population i n  Puerto Rico conducted by 

t h e  U .S . Bureau of the"' Census (197233) -. The -Canadian Census 

i n  1971 asked three quest ions on language: mother-tongue, 

language used i n  t he  h'ome, and a b i l i t y  t o  speak Canada's two 

o f f i c i a l  languages, French and Englssh. I n  Montreal only 

people of French mother-tongue, speaking French i n  t h e  home 

are s tudied.  This population i s  divided i n t o  two sub-popula- 

t i ons ,  those between 10 and 19 years  of age, and those older .  



There are 3,548 people i n  the 10-19 year  o l d  Montreal sam- 

p le ,  and 10,942 i n  the  20+ year  o l d  sample. The 10-19 year 

o ld s  are s ing led  ou t  f o r  deta i led .  examination because these 

a r e  t h e  years  of rapid  l ea rn ing  of a second language and the  

adoption of a d u l t  ro les ,  o r  process which might be r e l a t e d  

t o  which sex becomes b i l i ngua l  i n  English. I n  Puerto UCO, 

only na t ive  born Puerto Ricans with a t  least one Puerto 

Rican born paren t  a r e  studied. This r e s t r i c t i o n  is made t o  

i n su re  Spanish mother-tongue. People i n  Puerto Rico are 

a l s o  divided i n t o  two groups: t he  5,480 cases 10-19 years  of 

age, and the 6,360 people 20+ years  of age, a 50% sample of 

cases ava i lab le  i n  t h e  f i le .  

The p r i n c i p a l  var iab le  of i n t e r e s t  is  bilingualism. 

It is a dichotomy i n  both censuses. A 'yes '  answer t o  a 

census quest ion on language a b i l i t y  usual ly  i nd i ca t e s  only 

a minimal a b i l i t y  i n  the  language '(cf . Angle, 1976b: chap. 3) . 
These census quest ions  on a b i l i t y  i n  a language do no t  meas- 

u r e  degree of f a c i l i t y ,  only whether a person is minimally 

a b l e  t o  speak it o r  not.  The con t ro l  va r i ab l e s  included i n  

t h e  ana lys i s  a r e  age, education, l abor  fo rce  s t a t u s  f o r  

those 20+ i n  age, school attendance f o r  those between 10 and 

19 i n  age, and f o r  people i n  Puerto Rico, o the r  contexts  of 

exposure t o  people speaking English, whether they .had been 

t o  t he  U.S. mainland f o r  s i x  months o r  more i n  the preceding 

f i v e  years ,  o r  whether they had served i n  t h e  armed forces. 

For Puerto Ricans aged 1 0  t o  19, t h e  con t ro l  w a s  f o r  l i v i n g  

i n  the  U.S. only. 



Age is considered a s  a c o n t r ~ % ~ : ~ v a r i a b l e  s ince  it *,.. 

might condit ion the  r e l a t i onsh ip  between sex and bi l ingual-  

i s m .  The,theory t h a t  women adopt p re s t i ge  speech fonds as . 

self -adornment -suggests  t h a t  younger women would e x h i b i t  

t h i s  behavior more than o lder  women. Labov. (1973) pu t  t h i s  

hypothesis forward, Education is  included a s  a con t ro l  var- 

i a b l e  s ince  it is  probably the  most important f a c t o r  i n  ex- 

p la in ing  bi l ingual ism i n  the  individual .  The hypothesis . 

t h a t  poss ib le  sex di f ferences  'in adoptkng p re s t i ge  speech - 

forms is due t o  t h e  way2 the  sexes relate t o  education. has 

been suggested by Shuy (1969a) and Trudgi l l  (1974:chap.l) . 
Labor fo rce  s t a t u s  is included a s  a - c o n t r o l  va r i ab l e  f o r  

people 20 years  of age o r  o lde r  s ince  there ,might  be on the  

job o r  job-related second language, learning. Because .there 

are more men i n  t h e  labor  fo rce  than .women, t h i s  poss ib le  

source of language learning might .make men appear ko be more 

ready t o  become. b i l i n g u a l  than , ,they are .  Urban residence 

w a s  used as a: con t ro l  f o r  peopze i n  Puerto Rico s ince  .it 

may predispose people t o  be b i l ingua l .  , 

The contingency, t a b l e  is . used: t o  part . ia19 o u t  t h e  e f  -: = 

f e c t s  of con t ro l  var iab les  on the:Sex-Bi%ingualism re l a t i on -  

ship.  Many of t h e  con t ro l  va r i ab l e s  are nominal and t h i s  

method -of .mult ivariate-  analys is  i s  su i tab le .  Tables . too.  

l a rge  t o  percentage and. read.  are - generated, however. Log- - $  

l i n e a r  ana lys i s , has  t o  be u sed - . t o  i n t e r p r e t  t he  t ab les .  

Davis (1974) and Goodman (1972; 1973') a r e  .-good introduc- 

t i o n s  t o  t h e  :.technique ... ~ o g - l i n e a r  lmodel.s - are sets: of - 



contingency t ab le  marginals from which expected frequencies 

f o r  t a b l e  cells can be generated. The usual  way t o  desig- 

nate  a marginal, re fe r red  t o  a s  a ' tern, ' is t o  assign a 

letter t o  each var iable ,  such as: A=Sex, BsBilingualism, 

@Age, D=Urban/Rural Residence, E=Education, etc. A clump 

of letters together such a s  ACD ind ica tes  t h a t  t h e  three  

var iab les  Sex, Age, and ~ r b a n / ~ u r a l  Residence and a l l  t h e i r  

in te rac t ions  a re  being used t o  generate expected frequencies. 

The pa r t i cu la r  marginals used t o  generate expected frequen- 

cies correspond t o  hypotheses about what explains var ia t ion  

i n  the frequencies. The way t o  test f o r  the  s ignif icance of 

a pa r t i cu la r  t e r m  i s  t o  generate expecteds without it, then 

with it, and compare the  chi-square measures of the  fit t o  

the  ac tua l  data. The dif ference between t h e  chi-square of 

the f i r s t  model and the  chi-square of the  second model is 

i t s e l f  a chi-square s t a t i s t i c  d i s t r ibu ted  with the  di f ference 

of the degrees of freedom of t h e  two models. This chi-square 

of the  .difference is used t o  test the  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i -  

cance of t he  term under examination, i n  t h i s  paper, the  Sex- 

Bilingualism term. 

Results 
. . 

Table 1 shows the  percent  b i l i ngua l  in English by 

sex f o r  the four groups under examination: French mother- 

tongue people i n  Montreal and Spanish mother-tongue people 

i n  Puerto Rico, i n  two age groups, those 10 t o  19,  and those 

20 and older.  Of these four groups, only the  10 t o  1 9  year 

o lds  i n  Puerto Rico show more females than males able  to  



speak English. The boys and g i r l s - f n  Montreal .are almost 

exactly.even i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  speak English. The men i n  

Montreal and Puer to  Rico have a higher frequency of : b i l i n -  

gualism. than do the  women. On the  face  of it , t h i s  .evidence 

disconfirms t h e  theory t h a t  women pick up p r e s t i g e  speech 

forms before men. This pa t t e rn  is found only f o r  10-19 year  

o lds  i n  Puerto Rico. 

However, t he  theory may y e t  be rescued if it can be 

shown t h a t  women would have a h i g h e r - l e v e l  of b i l ingual ism 

than men- if they experienced t h e  same oppor tuni t ies  and in-  

cent ives  as men t o  l ea rn  English. I t  may be, if t h e  hoity-  

t o i t y  t a l k  and women theory is t r u e i  that being a woman it- . - 

s e l f  is. a p lus  i n  adopting a p re s t i ge  speech- form, bu t  t h e r e  

may be some minuses f o r  women i n  becoming b i l i n g u a l  i f  women 

a r e  g rea t ly  disadvantaged v i s  a v i s  men. Women may, f o r  ex- 

ample, have lower l e v e l s  of education, and probably, lower 

labor force  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e s ,  f a c t o r s  which may provide 

oppor tuni t ies  and incent ives  t o  become b i l ingua l .  Thus, 

a f t e r  con t ro l s  f o r  such va r i ab l e s  have been made, w e  would 

expect, i f  the  theory t h a t  women have some i n t r i n s i c  attrac- 

t i o n  to , .pres t ige  speech forms. is  t rue$-  that being. female 

would have a ,  n e t  - pos i t i ve  e f f e c t  on being b i l ingua l .  Is 

the re  a.:net - p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t ?  I f  it is there ,  is  it statis-. 

t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and i f  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  is 

it big? 

Our s t r a t e g y  is t o  add cont ro l  var iab les  t o  see whae 

happens t o  t h e  Sex-Bilingualism. r e l a t i onsh ip  a f t e r  each 



control  var iab le  o r  set of control  var iab les  is added. These 

r e s u l t s  are presented i n  Table 2. They show t h a t  among Span- 

i s h  mother-tongue people i n  Puerto Rico, with a l l  controls  

applied, the  re la t ionsh ip  between sex and bil ingualism is 

not  important regardless of i t s  d i rec t ion .  There is no re la-  

t ionship between sex and bil ingualism f o r  10-19 year olds  i n  

Montreal. Among o lder '  French-mother-tongue people i n .  Mon- 

t r e a l ,  there  is a subs tan t ia l ,  important re la t ionsh ip  be- 

tween being. male and.  being bi l ingual .  The long and the 

shor t  of it i s  t h a t  the  e f fecewhich  was sought: a n e t  tend- 

ency of women t o  be b i l i ngua l  i n  English, i.e., t o  adopt a 

p res t ige  speech form, was not  found. 

A l a rge  l i t e r a t u r e  has appeared i n  soc io l inguis t ics  

on the  tendency of women t o  adopt the  language s t y l e s  char- 

a c t e r i s t i c  of wealthy people, ways of t a lk ing  taught a s  the  

cor rec t  s tandard i n  t h e  schools, i.e., t o  t a l k  "hoity- 

to i ty ."  Much of t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o r  understandable rea- 

sons, is not  based on probabi l i ty  samples of the s i z e  of 

census publ ic  use samples. W e  have attempted t o  test the 

general izat ion about hoity-toi ty.  t a l k  and women by making 

the  analogy between a speech s t y l e  d i s t i n c t i v e  of '  wealthy 

people,' something which may take complex c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  by 

a t ra ined  l inguhst  t o  de t ec t ,  and a wholly d i f f e r e n t  language 

of a group with a higher average income level .  W e  defend 

this analogy by pointing out  funct ional  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and 

es tab l i sh ing  t h a t  i n  b i l ingua l  s o c i e t i e s  where mother- 



tongue 4s. correlated with income there  is a prest ige ~ d i f f e r -  

ence between', t h e  languages, 

Once made, the analogy permits a rigorous test .with 

mult ivar ia te  analysis of large d a t a , s e t s  of the theory about 

hoity-toity t a l k  and women. The analysis  disconfirms t h a t  

theory. W e  f ind t h a t  adul t  men i n  Montreal tend.  t o  be- more 

b i l ingual  than women even net:.of the control  variables.  Terrfe -- 

nineteen :year o l d ~  i n  Montreal ; however, have no sex 'pat tern 

i n  t h e i r  bilingualism. Controls~wipedc,out any re la t ionship  

between .sex and bil ingualism i n  Puerto Rico. While our hy- 

pothesis . t h a t  there  is .no i n t r i n s i c  tendency ' f o r  e i t h e r  sex 

t o  adopt-a  pres t ige  speech. form before the other is ne i the r  

confirmed nor, disconfinaed;we..think our findings provide a 

bas is  f o r  a - c r i t i c a l  reassessment of the sociobinguist ic lit- 

era ture-on  the  re la t ionship between sex and pre'stige-speech 



Table 1. Percent  D i s t r i b u t i o n s  and Percen t  ~ i l i n g u a l  

Spanish Mother-Tongue 
People i n  Puer to  R i c o  

French Mother-Tongue 
People i n  Montreal 

10-19 yeara 209 10-19 yearC 20+ yea..d 
o l d s  o l d s  o l d s  old8 

% d i s -  % b i -  % d i s -  % b i -  % d i s -  % b i -  % d i s -  % b i -  
tri- l i n -  tri-. l i n -  tri- l i n -  tri- lin- 

bu t ion  g u a l  bu t ion  g u a l  bu t ion  gua l  but ion  g u a l  

Sex 

female 4'8.9 .43.2 51.4 38.0 49.6 23.8 52.6 39.8 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Bi l ingual i sm 

. i 

Age 

10-11 

12-13 

11-15 

16-17 

18-19 



Table 1 cont.. 

Spanish Mother-Tongue French Mother-Tongue 
People i n  Puerto Rico People i n  Montreal 

10-19 year  20+ -year  10-19 year 20+- year  
o lds  o lds  o lds  o Ids  

%;dis-  % bi-  % dis-  % b i t -  % dis -  % bi- . %  dia-  % bi- 
tri- l i n -  tri- l i n -  tri- l in -  tri- bin-  

bution gual  bution gualr bution gual bution' gual  

Urban/Rural, 
Residence 

r u r a l  50.1 29.7 40.0 26.4 * * * * 
100.0 100.0 

Education 

no schooling - 
t h ru  5th grade 31.9 18.7 

6th  grade th ru  
8th 33.6 36.0 * * * * 

9th grade + 34.5 63.8 * * * - * * * 
roo.0 * 

no schooling 
t h a t  4th grade * * * * 7.6 1030 

5th  grade th ru  
8th * * * * 43.4 12.3 

grades. 9,10 * .  
grades 11+ * * * * 22;1 49.7 

100.0 

no schooling 
thru 2nd grade 

3rd, grade thru 
5th  grade * * 

6th  grade th ru  
9 th  grade 

10th grade th ru  
grade 12 * a 23.6 73.1 * * * 
some col lege + * * 12.3 94.6 it * - .  



Table 1 cont. 

Spanish Mother-Tongue French Mother-Tongue 
People i n  Puerto Rico People i n  Montreal 

10-19 year 20+ year 10-19 year 20+ year 
olds  o l d  o lds  o lds  

8 dis-  % bi- % d i s -  % bi-  % dis -  % bi -  % dis -  % , b i -  
tri- l i n -  tri- l i n -  tri- l i n -  tri- lin- 

bution gual  bution gual  bution gual bution gual  

Education 

no 'schooling 
thm 4 t h  grade 

5 th  grade t h r u  
8th grade 

grades 9 and 10 

grades 11 and 12 

'grade 13+ 

School Attendance 

Having Lived on U.S. 
Mainland f o r  6 months+ 
i n  previous 5 years  

Y e s  4.8 66.7 
* * * * 

no 95.2 38.8 * * t - 
100 . 0 

Having Lived on U . S . 
Mainland f o r  6 months+ 
i n  Previous 5 years,  or, 
Having Served i n  ~ r m e d  
Forces 

Y e s  * 4 19.2 68.6 

Labor Force 
Pa r t i c ipa t ion  

YZS 

no 



* ;  
Table 2. Comparison of Several  Log-linear Mode&s t o  Tes t  Signif -  

icance of Sex-Bilingualism Terra. Spanish Mother-Tongue 
People i n  Puerto Rico and French Mother-Tongue People 
i n  Montreala 

Code Number of 
Variables i n  ~ a b l e s ~  Letter ca tegor iesC 

Sex 

Bilingualism 

Education 

School Attendance 

Having Lived on U.S. 
Mainland f o r  6 months 
or more i n  previous 5 

G 2 

years9 

Having Lived on U.S. 
Mainland f o r  6 months 
or more i n  previous 5 H 
years,  or, having 
served i n  armed forcesh 

Labor Force Pa r t i c ipa t ion  I 
i 

df j pk lambda1 ' podels  ( f i t t e d  marginals) x2 adjustedm ' 
p a r t i a l  r-aquare 

Puerto R i c o ,  10-19 year  o ld s  

1. ACD BC BD 34 1 4  <.5 

2. ACD BC BD .AB 16 13 ' < . 5 

Sex-Bilingualism interac- 
t i o n  term, AB (model 2 vs.  
model 1) 18 1 <.001 . +.06 -512 

3. ACDEFG BC BD BE' BE' ,BG 19 7 230 >.5 

4. ACDEFG BC BD BE BF BG AB 189, 229 >a5 

Sex-Bilingualism in te rac-  
t ion. term,.  AB (model 4 
vs. model 3) .8 1 g.001 +.04 -036 

Puerto R i c o ,  20+ year  o l d s  

5. ACD.,.BC BD 82 ' 11 < . 5 

6. ACD BC BD AB 26 10. e.5 

.Itax-Bilingualism interac- 
t ion  term, AB (model 6 vs. 
model 5) 56 1 <.001 -.lo ,654 



Models ( f i t t e d  marginals) x2 df P lambda adjusted 
p a r t i a l  r-square 

7. ACDEHI BC.BD BE BH-BI 332 309 C.5 
8. ACDEHI BC BD BE BH BI AB 332 308 < . 5 

Sex-Bi lingualism interac-  
t i o n  term, AB Model 8 vs. 
model 7) 0 1 >.5 -.01 0.0 

Montreal, 10-19 year  old8 

9. AC BC 4 5 >.5 

Sex-Bilingualism interac-  
t i o n  term, AB (model 10 
vs. model 9) 0 1 >.5 -.01 

11. ACEF BC BE BF 51 7 1  >.5 

12. ACEF BC BE BF AB 51 70 >.5 

Sex-~i l ingua l i sm in t e r -  
ac t ion  term, AB (model 12 
vs. model 11) 0 1 >.5 -.01 

Montreal, 20+ year  o lds  

Sex-Bilingualism interac-  
t i o n  term, AB (model 1 4  
vs.  model 13) 494 1 <. 001 0.21 

15. ACE1 BC BE BI 423 71 <.001 

16. ACE1 BC BE BI AB 154 70 <. 001 

Sex-~i l ingua l i sm interac-  
t i o n  term, AB (model 16 
vs. model 17) 269 1 <.001 - - . I 9  

%here are 5,480 people i n  t h e  sample of 10-19 year o lds  i n  Puerto Rico, and 
6,360 i n  t h e  sample of 20+ year o lds  i n  Puerto Rico, as w e l l  as 3,548 i n  the 
Hontreal10-19 year  olds,  and 10,942 i n  t h e  20+ year o ld  Montreal sample. 

'lf a var iab le  does no t  appear in a model, it is not  i n  the t a b l e  which t h e  
model i s  f i t t e d .  

c 
Many of the  var iab les  are amenable t o  dichotomization. Continuous var iables  
such as age or amount of education w e r e  divided i n t o  th ree  or more categor ies  



T a b l e  2 cont. 

t o  allow f o r  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of non-linear re la t ionsh ips  with..bilingualisap. Cut- 
off points  on education and age a r e  no t  t h e  same between the  d i f f e r e n t  comparison 
groups, s in& the  cut-off po in ts  were chosen t o  maximize the  variance on each 
var iable  f o r  each population. 

%he 10-19 year olds  were divided i n t o  f i v e  two-year age groups. The o lde r  
groups were divided i n t o  f o u r a g e  groups i n  a way which _maxi-ezed the yar- ______ - - iance of the  variable.  I 

e ~ r b a n / r u r a l  residence is a con t ro l  var iable  only f o r  people i n  Puerto Rico. 

*Amrig the  20+ year olds, a f i v e  category breakdam on education is used. Since 
education is  highly cor re la ted  with age among 10-19 year olds,  a ' rougher  break- 
down on education was necessary: 3 categories f o r  10-19 year olds  from Puerto 
Rico, 4 ca tegor ies  f o r  10-19 year olds from Montreal. 

g ~ h i s  var iable  is defined only f o r  10-19 year o lds  i n  Puerto Rico. 

%his var iab le  i s  defined only f o r  20+ y e a t o l d s  i n  Puerto Rico.  

i,ximum likelihood r a t i o  chi-square 

jdegrees of freedom r 

ksignif  icance l eve l  of the  chi-square 

'lambda, an ANOVA-type s t a t i s t i c ,  computed from logged frequencies i n  marginals 
of table ,  measuring e f f e c t  of being i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  category. Sign of statis- 
t i c  is determined by order of categories. I n  t h i s  case a I+' ind ica tes  a tend- 
ency of females t o  be b i l ingua l ;  a - a tendency f o r  males t o  be bi l ingual .  

m adjusted p a r t i a l  r-square = ( ~ ~ / d f ~ - ~ ~ / d f ~ ) / ( ~ ~ / d f ~ ) ,  where Xo is ch i - squa~e  of 
model without the term and X is  the  chi-square of the  model with the  term and 
s o  on f o r  thb degrees of frefdom, df .  
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