
Letter to the Editor

The Human Bovine Arch—
A Common Misnomer

TO THE EDITOR

Dr. Cho and Mukherjee should be commended on
their recent elegant review of the intra- and extracranial
vessels as it pertains to the carotid interventionalist
[1]. We would like to highlight a common misnomer
used in their review, defining the ‘‘so called bovine
arch’’ variant in humans as the common origin of the
brachiocephalic and left common carotid artery from
the aorta (Fig. 1). This common human arch branching
pattern is not generally found in cattle [2]. The true
bovine arch has a single brachiocephalic trunk originat-
ing from the aortic arch that eventually splits into the
bilateral subclavian arteries and a common ‘‘bicarotid
trunk’’ (Fig. 2) [2,3]. This is rarely seen in humans
[2]. We agree with Layton and colleagues that it

would be preferable to use descriptive anatomic labels
and avoid the term bovine arch to avoid the possibility
of miscommunication.
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Fig. 1. Human aortic arch variant with a common origin of
the brachiocephalic and left common carotid artery from the
aorta.

Fig. 2. Bovine aortic arch.
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