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TWO NEW FLYCATCHERS OF THE 
GENUS ELAENIA 

STUDY of Mexicall and Central American flycatchers of the 
genus Elaenia makes necessary the description of two addi- 
tional subspecies. For the use of material I am indebted to 
the autl~orities of Field Museum of Natural History, the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology, and the United States National Museum. 
This study was aided by a grant from the Faculty Research 
Fund by the Horace H. 12ackham School of Graduate Stndies, 
University of Michigan. 

Elaenia flavogaster saturata, new subspecies 

TYPE.-University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, NO. 
104461 ; adult male ; Palenque, Chiapas ; July 15, 1939 ; Este- 
ban Cruz, original No. 909. 

CEIARACTERS.--T~~ dayliest race of the species. Upper parts 
bro~vnish olive; chest brownish gray; belly strongly yellow. 

D ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ o ~ . - V e r a c r u z ,  south in the Caribbean lowlands 
to Nicaragua and rarely to Costa Rica; on the Pacific side from 
Costa Rica to Chiriqui. 

R~~~n~ts.--Elae%ia fEavogaster subpagana sclater, the type 
locality of which is Duefias, Guatemala, is confined to the 
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Pacific lowlands fro111 sontheasterir Chiapas to Z l  Salvador, 
and possibly to Nicaragua. I t  is so~iiemhat paler and grayer 
above; palcv and less browliisEi on the throat and chest; paler 
yellow on the belly. It has a heavier, shorter, ailti xvicler bill. 

Birds from the Yucathn I'eilivlsrlla are somcrn11;~t paler than 
are speciiliells from the Gulf lowlands of Mexico, bill are closer 
to that race than to s?cDpaga~~a. 

Elae~z ta  j iavogastc~ pallid7dorsal~s Alclrich is siillilar to sub- 
pcigana as here restricted, but averages paler oil the dorsal sur- 
face. I t s  bill is diflerently shaped, being eve11 longer, nar- 
rower, ancl more slender tli;tn that of the race of tlie Ca~.ibbeaa 
lowlands. It occurs in typical form on the Pearl Isla~rds and 
on the Pacific side of Paaama, east of Chiriqui. 

This species of E l a o ~ z a  is a bird of the open countrj- and 
cleariugs, and there appeal3 to be a hiatns in its range in the 
heavily forested area aloilg the Caribbean side of liiost of Costa 
Rica and Paila~na ~v\rcst of the Canal Zone. I n  the Calla1 Zone 
the species ranges across the divide to the Caribbean coast. 
Intergradation in all characters between ~1all7cl~dorsalis and 
sata~ralu occnrs aniong birds frorn tlie latter slope, and as a 
result so111e specimens eve11 reseinble sz~l~pagana.  

MATERIAL EXAMINED.-E. f .  satzcrata: Veracrnz (Mirador, 1 ; 
Orizaba, I ;  Tres Zapotes, 1; Paso Naevo, 1; Jaltiplin, 1 ;  
Minatitl&n, 2 ) ,  Oaxaca (Tuxtepec, 1 ; Tntla, I ) ,  Chiapas 
(Ocuilapa, 2 ;  Yajnlh~l, 1 ;  Palenquc, 2 ) ,  Tabasco (Teapa, 3 ) ,  
YucatBn (La Vega, 2 ;  Tizinziii, 1 ; Chich6n Itzb. 1 ;  ~mspeci- 
ficd, I ) ,  Quiutana Roo (Cozamel Island, I ) ,  British I-Ioucluras 
(Cayo, 2 ) ,  Guatemala (Finca Chain&, Alta Verapaz. 1 ) .  Hon- 
duras (Sat1 Pedro Sula, 3 ; Trujillo, I ) ,  Nicaragua (Greytown, 
3 ;  Rio Escondido, 2) ,  Costa Rica (Pigres, 1 ; Sail Josh, 10 ;  
Bols6n7 1 ; Dota Mountains, 1 ; Navarro, 1 ) )  Panama (David, 
2 ; Divalii, 2).  

E .  f .  saibpagana: Chiapas (Fixlea Esperaazn, 6) ,  Guatemala 
(San Josi., 2 ; Lake Atitlkn, 3 ) ,  El Salvador (Sail Salvaclor, 1 ) .  

E. f. pallididorsalic: Panama (Saboga Island, 2 ;  Sail Miguel 
Island, 1 ; Corozal, 1 ; Lorna del Le6n, 4). Iutergrtxdes frolli 
the Caribbean side of the Canal Zone are also referred here 
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(Co1611, 1 ; Ti~bcrllilli~, 2 ; Rio Caiio Qoehraclo, 1 ; G;ltiul, 7 ; 
M;~jaglx;~l, 1 ; Barro Colorado, I). 

Elaenia viridicata pacifica, new subspecies 

T ~ ~ ~ . - - U n i v e ~ s i t y  of Michigan Museum of Zoology, No. 
102557; ad111t male; Fiilca Esperanza, Chiapas, altitude, 150 
meters; March 2, 1939; 1'. Brodkorb, original No. 13964. 

C~~An~c~~Ens.-Differs froin other Mexican and Central 
Ail~e~icai i  races in liaving the throat whiter and the chest paler 
arlcl grayer, less brownihll olivc. I11 addition it differs as 
follows : 

Froln Elaenza vcrrrl~ctrta plucciis Sclater, of thc Atlantic, 
slope I'roni Veracruz to I-Iond~lras, in  duller olive, less bright 
olivc green bacli; less distinct streaking oil sicles of breast; 
palcr yellow 1)elly ailcl crissuin; average larger size. 

From ELUP~I~U vzr.1~11ca2a accola (Bangs), from Nicaragua to 
Panama, ill laeliiug the buffv ~iling bands ; gl.cener, less buffy 
upper parts. 

From Elaenla viridlccrlrc jalr.\ce~/c~s (Nelbon), froin Jalisco, 
in darlier olive bacli ; some\vbat paler yello\v belly and crissnm. 

From E l a w ~ ~ a  v~r.adrcata w~inrn7rr (Nelson), from Maria 
Madre Islantl, i l l  darker olivc bacli; perhaps iivc'rajie larger 
size. 

131s~n1~u~ro~.-Pacific~ Iowl;~nds of so1ltheaster.n Clliapas, 
Guatemala, ailcl E l  Salviidor. 

R~ i \x~~~cs . -The  type of M?jopclgcs ?j~ccula?aensis Nelson is a 
yolmg bird just beg i~~t l i~rg  to assrrxiie the yellow crown patch, 
and the characters attrihntctl to  it are of no taxo~zoinie value. 
Birds from Ylrcath~l average a triflc paler and larger than 
do those from Veracrnz, b i ~ t  the cliffereilces see111 hardly con- 
stant enough to warrant recogilitioll ol' a YucatBn race. 

MATICRIAL EXAMINED.-E. V .  nzmznia: Tres Marias lslancls 
(Maria Maclre, 10, inclllcling tj-pe) . 

E. v. jal, .~ccnsis: Jalisco (San SebastiBn, 2, including type; 
Barranca Ibarra, 1 ) .  

E. v. placens: Veracruz (A'lotzorongo, 1 ; Otatitlhn, 1 ; Tres 
Zapotes, 5;  Conejo, 1 ;  Baenavista, 3 ;  Santa Luerecia, I ) ,  
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Oaxaca (l'utla, I ) ,  Chiapas (Palenque, 2), Tabasco (Reforma, 
I ) ,  Campeehe (Apazote, I ) ,  Yueattiii (La Vega, 2, including 
type of yz~catane.lzsis; ChichGn ItzA, 9 ;  MErida, l ) ,  Quintana 
Roo (Cozumel Island, 4), Guatemala (Bobos, 1 ; Los Amates, 
3 ; Cobkn, 1 ; Cahabbn, 1 ; unspecified, 1 ) .  

E. v. pacifica: Chiapas (Finca Esperanza, 8 ;  Finca JuArez, 
1; Fjnca San Vieente, Soeoansco, I ) ,  Guateinala (San Josh, 
1 ;  Mazatenango, 2) ,  E l  Salvador (Lalte Olomega, 3 ;  Mount 
Cacaguatique, 1 ; Barra cle Santiago, 1 ) .  

E. v. accola: Nicaragua (San Emilio, 1 ; San Carlos, I ) ,  Costa 
Rica (San Lucas, 1 ;  Boiiilla, 1 ;  Guayabo, 2;  Barranca, 1 ;  
Grecia, 1 ;  Guaitil, 1 ;  Sailto Doiningo de San Matco, 1 ;  Bolsbn, 
2 ; El  General, 2 ; Miravalles, 1 ; Lagarto, 1 ; Bebcclero, 1 ; un- 
specified, 3) ,  Panama (unspecified, 1 ) . 

TABLE I 

MEAS~JRENENTS (IN NN.) O F  Elaenia viridicafa 
- -- - ---- 

No. 
-- 

6 3 
3 8 
9 8 
9 3 

14  8 
8 8 
3 9 
4 P 
4 9 
4 9 
4 9 

minima 
,jaliscensis 
pacifica 
accola 
platens 
' ' y?~catanensis' ' 
minima 
pacifica 
accola 
placelas 
' ' yucatanensis " 

-- - - - - - - - - 

Wing 
-- - -- 

64.5-67 (65.6) 
68-70 (69.3) 
66-71.5 (68.5) 
65.5-70 (67.4) 
64.5-70 (67.0) 
65-69 (67.3) 

61.5-65 (63.3) 
61.5-63 (62.4) 
61.5-63.5 (62.4) 
59-61.5 (60.8) 
62.5-64 (63.4) 

- --- 
-- 

Tail 
-- -- - - . - 

61.5-64.5 (63.3) 
63.5-70.5 (67.8) 
60.5-68 (64.9) 
60-65 (62.4) 
59.5-66.5 (63.4) 
61-67 (64.6) 

59.5-61.5 (60.5) 
57.5-60 (58.4) 
56.5-63.5 (59.0) 
52-58 (55.4) 
56-60.5 (58.1) 


