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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We recently published an article in your Journal (Al-
coholism: Clinical and Experimental Research, vol
13:66-68, 1989) entitled “Acetylation Phenotype in Ab-
stinent Alcoholics,” in which we administered sodium
sulfamethazine to abstinent alcoholics and controls to
determine acetylation phenotype. When the literature
search for information related to this topic was done, we
inadvertently overlooked a very relevant and initial study
published 25 years ago by Dr. David Lester (Quarterly
Journal of Studies on Alcohol, vol 25:541-543, 1964),

which was entitled “The Acetylation of Isoniazid in Al-
coholics.” Dr. Lester found that the distribution of fast
and slow acetylators did not differ when alcoholics were
compared with controls. We reached the same conclusion
in our study and confirm Dr. Lester’s earlier results.
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