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(i 1 
I n  these notes I w i l l  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  some cur ious problems we encounter when we use a 

fam i l y  o f  well-known soc ia l  science models as a bas is  f o r  soc ia l ,  economic and reg ional  
planning. I n  t h i s  sense, I w i l l  deal w i t h  the problem o f  extending d e s c r i p t i v e  soc ia l  sc i -  
ence i n t o  p r e s c r i p t i v e  soc ia l  engineering. 
t r a t i o n  o f  t he  f a s c i n a t i n g  usefulness o f  t he  Hegel i a n  concepts o f  self-consciousness, l o rd -  
sh ip  and bondage.1 

My main p o i n t  w i l l  be t h a t  t he  mathematical and ideo log i ca l  foundations o f  the Pareto 
model - which inc ludes such formulat ions as t h e  g rav i t y ,  rank -s i t e  and Clark models as spe- 
c i a l  cases- make us suspect t h a t  whatever planning we base on i t  w i l l  be counter-productive. 
I n  f a c t ,  I have gradual ly  and r a t h e r  p a i n f u l l y  come t o  the conclusion t h a t  i f  we continue 
along the methodological and manipulat ive path we have been f o l l o w i n g  thus fa r ,  then we run 
the  r i s k  o f  i nc reas ing  those soc ia l ,  economic and reg ional  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  which the planning 
i n i t i a l l y  was designed t o  decrease; our good-natured attempts t o  r e c t i f y  current  i n j u s t i c e s  
w i l l  be se l f -defeat ing,  no t  because some v i c ious  bureaucrat  designed them t h a t  way, b u t  be- 
cause we have f a i l e d  t o  understand the deep s t r u c t u r e  o f  soc ia l  research and act ion.  

Most of my s p e c i f i c  references w i l l  be t o  reg ional  p lanning i n  Sweden, b u t  my main p o i n t  
appl ies more general ly.  My emphasis o f  the Swedish experience i s  more due t o  my own back- 
ground and t o  my self-conscious attempts a t  understanding mysel f  and my own soc ie ty  than t o  
the uniqueness o f  my examples. And y e t  I know o f  few countr ies where desc r ip t i ve  soc ia l  
science has been rans lated more l i t e r a l l y  and w i t h  less modi f icat ions i n t o  p r e s c r i p t i v e  so- 

I n  the  process I w i l l  p rov ide y e t  another i l l u s -  

c i  a1 engineer ing . 1 
It i s  from the slavishness o f  t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  t h a t  my main argument stems. To appreciate 

t h i s  remark, i t  should be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t he  s ta ted  purpose o f  reg ional  p lanning i n  Sweden has 
been t o  achieve e q u a l i t y  i n  the i d e a l  sense t h a t  somebody who l i v e s  i n  the  va l leys of the 
socio-economic undulat ing surface should have the same oppor tun i t ies as somebody who l i v e s  
a t  i t s  peaks. I am not, of course, arguing against  t h i s  i dea l ,  f o r  how could one say t h a t  
someone who happens t o  be born i n  a f a r  away v i l l a g e  i n  nor thern Sweden should n o t  have the 
same r i g h t s  as someone who was born i n  Stockholm. My on ly  quarre l  i s  t h a t  t h i s  laudable 
piece o f  we l fa re  ideology has been p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  by means o f  a s c i e n t i f i c  methodology 
which r e f l e c t s  j u s t  t he  opposi te th ink ing.  To be more spec i f i c ,  t he  planning has been based 
on a v a r i a n t  o f  the s o c i a l  g r a v i t y  model, which has the same mathematical form as the Pareto 
funct ion.  I n  t h i s  sense, the d e s c r i p t i v e  s o c i a l  g r a v i t y  model encapsulates exac t l y  those 
r e l a t i o n s  o f  h e q u a l i t y  t h a t  character ize both Pareto’s o p t i m a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  and h i s  Machia- 
v e l l i a n  theory o f  the e l i t e s . 3  I f e e l  r a t h e r  s t rong ly  t h a t  t h i s  mismatch of ideology and 
methodology has con t r i bu ted  t o  d iscontent  and a l i e n a t i o n  which i s  becoming more and more 
v i s i b l e .  The p roo f  o f  the pudding i s  i n  the e l e c t i o n  resu l t s ;  under the heat of methodology, 
ideology l o s t  i t s  f l a v o r .  

To substant ia te t h i s  argument, I w i l l  l i m i t  mysel f  t o  on ly  one o f  several  examples. More 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I w i l l  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  the f a r  reaching revamping o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  and po- 
l i t i c a l  d i s t r i c t s  c a r r i e d  ou t  dur ing the  l a s t  decade. 

The reason why t h i s  reform was deemed necessary was t h a t  the o l d  d i v i s i o n  re f l ec ted  a 
soc ie ty  i n  which the  horse was the  main mode o f  t ranspor ta t i on  and the l o c a l  church was the 
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prime purveyor of p u b l i c  service.  With the  advent of r a p i d  technologica l  change and w i t h  the 
widespread acceptance of wel fare ideology, these admin i s t ra t i ve  u n i t s  became too small t o  af- 
f o r d  the h igh  l e v e l  o f  education, hea l th  and s o c i a l  serv ices which t h e  populat ion r i g h t l y  
was demanding. The u r  ose of t he  reform, then, was t o  create s p a t i a l  u n i t s  l a rge  enough 

The i d e o l o  under ly ing the  reform was a r e f i n e d  vers ion of t he  c l a s s i c a l  i d e a l  o f  human 
equality-refinement l a y  i n  the argument t h a t  e x a c t l y  as soc ie ty  guarantees t h a t  a l l  
people have t h e  same r i g h t s  regardless of whether they are r i c h  or poor, so i t  must guarantee 
t h a t  everybody has the  same r i g h t s  regardless o f  where he o r  she happens t o  l i v e .  The goal 
was t o  abo l i sh  the s p a t i a l  element o f  s o c i a l  and economic i nequa l i t y .  

This a l l  sounds very good, u n t i l  i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  methodolo 

t o  susta in  t h e  consi %+- erab e burdens of t he  wel fare s tate.  

through which the 
new degree o f  e q u a l i t y  was t o  be implemented i s  of a r a t h e r  + erent  kind. Most impor- 
t an t l y ,  t he  new and l a r g e r  areas were designed t o  cause as l i t t l e  disturbance t o  the people 
as possible.  As a consequence, the  d e l i m i t a t i o n  was made t o  r e f l e c t  observed s p a t i a l  i n t e r -  
ac t i on  pa t te rns  as these revealed themselves through a v a r i a n t  o f  t he  g r a v i t y  model. It 
was i n  f a c t  data f i t t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  vers ion o f  t he  Pareto funct ion t h a t  played a ma- 
j o r  r o l e  i n  the  determinat ion o f  the new boundqries. Essen t ia l l y  t h e  same procedures were 
involved i n  the  c r e a t i o n  of the new educational system and i n  t h e  reorganizat ion o f  hea l th  
care. 

I n  summary, a l l  these reforms were necessi tated by technological  and ideo log i ca l  changes, 
The purpose was t o  a d j u s t  soc ie ty  which i n  t u r n  requ i red  adjustments o f  s p a t i a l  boundaries. 

t o  change, b u t  t he  a n a l y t i c a l  techniques by whlch the so lu t i ons  were determined were more 
geared towards the  preservat ion of s ta tus quo. 

To be more s p e c i f i c ,  t h e  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the present Swedish wel fare s t a t e  has de- 
l i b e r a t e l y  been b u i l t  t o  r e f l e c t  t he  s t r u c t u r e  o f  e x i s t i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n s  pat terns as these 
exerted themselves i n  a Pareto-type model. Thus, what happened was t h a t  a group o f  aca- 
demicians- mainly geographers- went i n t o  the  f i e l d  o f  census taking, observed how people 
in teracted over space, t r a n s l a t e d  these observations i n t o  the  p o s i t i v i s t i c  language of a 
va r ian t  o f  the g r a v i t y  model, determined from these f i t s  where the  boundaries between ser- 
v ice areas a c t u a l l y  f e l l ,  and then, f i n a l l y ,  convinced the p o l i t i c a l  dec is ion makers t h a t  
these boundaries were e f f i c i e n t  boundaries t o  which the  admin i s t ra t i ve  and p o l i t i c a l  areas 
ought t o  be adjusted. t o  ou h t .  I n  the 

a se t  o f  e f f i c i e n t  so lu t i ons  t o  a problem o f  geometric p a r t i t i o n i n g .  

The ought o f  j u s t i c e  disappears i n  the wings, i n v i s i b l y  stabbed by the  
E x i t  man w i t h  h i s  precious v is ions,  hopes and fears.  
crude d is tance minimizat ions and cost-benef i  t r a t i o s .  

The approach c l e a r l y  invo lves a reasoning from 
process, t he  i n i t i a l  purpose o f  c rea t i ng  a j u s t  soc ie ty  became a l t e r e d  t o  t h a t  -97 o f i nd ing  

Unnoticed t o  spectators and performers, the p lay  was changed i n  t h e  middle o f  the act. 
o f  methodology. 

Enter the Thiessen polygons w i t h  t h e i r  

(ii) 

I have j u s t  described how a profound misunderstanding o f  s c i e n t i f i c  methodology con- 
t r i .buted t o  the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  a s p a t i a l  organizat ion which i s  most l i k e l y  = t o  
increase the l e v e l  o f  equa l i t y .  
man which l i e s  a t  t he  hear t  o f  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  aspects o f  Pareto 's voluminous, ambitious and 
i n f l u e n t i a l  work. This i s  t r u l y  i r o n i c ,  f o r  the conception o f  man embedded i n  these w r i t -  
ings i s  completely opposi te t o  the conception o f  equal and deal ienated man which the Swedish 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  planners and soc ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  presumably were t r y i n g  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e .  
To i l l u s t r a t e  the deep s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  miscarr iage I must now provide a c r i t i q u e  of the 
method which forms the bedrock o f  Pareto 's models. 

t i c  studies i n  Sweden a l l eged ly  wrote on what people a c t u a l l y  do and no t  on what they ought 
t o  do. 
i v i t i e s  which he named ' l o g i c a l  a c t i o n ' .  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  economic p r o f i t  maximization, Machiavel l ian p o l i t i c s  and s c i e n t i f i c  work. 

Instead i t  w i l l  r e i n f o r c e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  conception of 

The s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  t he  c r i t i q u e  i s  t h a t  both Pareto and those who performed the analy- 

Pareto h imsel f  argued t h a t  observed behavior o f  t h i s  k i n d  f a l l s  i n t o  a c lass of act-  
I n t o  t h i s  same k i n d  of act ion,  he c l a s s i f i e d  the 
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But t o  c a l l  observed behavior ' l o g i c a l  a c t i o n '  and t o  w r i t e  about p r o f i t  maximization and 
manipulat ive p o l i t i c s  under the  l a b e l  of r a t i o n a l  behavior i s  nothing l ess  than a soph is t i -  
cated technique f o r  r a t i o n a l i z i n g  s tatus quo. The reason i s  of course t h a t  i n  the minds of 
modern man the  concept o f  l o g i c  has assumed the  p o s i t i o n  which once was occupied by God him- 
s e l f .  

But t h i s  d e i f i e d  view o f  l o g i c  i s  as mistaken as any a b s o l u t i s t  r e l i g i o n ;  l i k e  a l l  other 
dogmas, i t  i s  designed f o r  escapists and s e r f s  and i t  serves the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  manipulators 
and masters. 
t u r e  our thought and a c t i o n  represent ob jec t i ve  and unassai lable a p r i o r !  p r i nc ip les ,  we 
must l e a r n  t h a t  they are n e i t h e r  e t h i c a l l y  nor a e s t h e t i c a l l y  neutra l .  I f  we perform t h i s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t r ip tease,  then the f i r s t  secrets we w i l l  uncover i s  t h a t  gramnar t e l l s  us 
what k i n d  o f  ob jec t  anything i s .  
languages do no t  on l y  provide l a b e l s  which we a t tach  t o  t h e  objects we are t a l k i n g  about, 
bu t  t h a t  they serve a l so  as instruments, through which we determine and in f l uence  the re la-  
t i o n s  among the  phenomena we are deal ing wi th .  
o f  any language i s  n o t  t o  descr ibe r e a l i t y  so much as t o  shape it. And t h a t  holds for  a l l  
languages no matter whether they are verbal o r  mathematical, na tu ra l  o r  a r t i f i c i a l ,  poetry 
o r  sculpture,  touch o r  glance. 

I t  was these c r u c i a l  aspects o f  t he  i n t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s  between thought, language and 
ac t i on  t h a t  Pareto and h i s  many fo l lowers overlooked. To c a l l  some e m p i r i c a l l y  observed 
act ions l o g i c a l  and others non- log ica l  i s  t he re fo re  h i g h l y  misleading, f o r  i t  d e i f i e s  the 
e x i s t i n g  by g i v i n g  the  impression t h a t  the p a r t i c u l a r  ca tegor ia l  frameworks o f  A r i s to te -  
l i a n  l o g i c  are e te rna l  and God-given. What i s  l ack ing  i n  t h i s  view i s  an acknowledgement 
t h a t  a l l  concepts are man-made too l s ,  which become i n t e l l i g i b l e  on ly  i n  the  context  of our 
own personal and soc ia l  l i v e s .  

Instead o f  perpetuat ing the b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  reasoning r u l e s  by which we st ruc-  

As a consequence, we w i l l  understand t h a t  our a n a l y t i c a l  

Given t h i s  conception o f  reasoning, the r o l e  

I t seems t h a t  i f  we dare n o t  admit t h a t  our a n a l y t i c a l  languages have these character- 
i s t i c s ,  then we run the r i s k  o f  imposing on r e a l i t y  a s t r i c t n e s s  which i t  ne i the r  has nor 
ought t o  have. I f we i n  our r o l e s  as s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  c i t i z e n s ,  and soc ia l  engineers do 
no t  recognize t h i s  hallmark o f  p o s i t i v i s t i c  methodology f o r  what i t  i s ,  then we may w e l l  be 
l e f t  w i t h  a soc ie ty  which m i r r o r s  the techniques by which we measure i t  and echoes the lan- 
guage i n  which we t a l k  about it. A t  the end l i e s  a soc ie ty  o f  human puppets w i t h  no dreams 
t o  dream and nothing t o  be so r ry  for. Instead o f  implementing plans which w i l l  a i d  man i n  
h i s  s t r i v i n g  f o r  becoming, we are entangled i n  so-ca l led descr ip t ive,  ob jec t i ve  and analy- 
t i c  techniques, which w i l l  produce j u s t  the opposite. Instead o f  b u i l d i n g  a wor ld  for  the 
constant groping o f  autonomous man, we are on the verge o f  con f i n ing  ourselves w i t h i n  s p a t i a l  
and soc ia l  pr isons which w i l l  serve only  t o  increase our sense o f  l oss  and f u t i l i t y .  

Even though s p a t i a l  p lanning o f  the type I have discussed i n  these notes contr ibutes only 
a small share t o  the format ion o f  our fu ture,  i t  nevertheless contr ibutes.  My reason f o r  
t h i s  assessment i s  t h a t  the d e s c r i p t i v e  g r a v i t y  model reduces t o  the mathematical Pareto 
func t i on  and thereby t o  the no t i on  o f  l o g i c a l  act ion.  But a t  the bottom o f  the l a t t e r  i s  
nothing l ess  than Pareto 's famous o p t i m a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e ,  which def ines an e f f i c i e n t  e q u i l i -  
brium s o l u t i o n  as a s o l u t i o n  i n  which no person can be made b e t t e r  o f f  unless someone e lse 
a t  the same t ime i s  made worse o f f .  For instance, a d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  which one person re -  
ceives a l l  bene f i t s  i s  Pareto e f f i c i e n t ,  because there i s  no rearrangement t h a t  w i l l  i n -  
crease the  u t i l i t y  o f  o ther  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i thou t  a t  the same t ime worsening the s i t u a t i o n  f o r  
the one who i n i t i a l l y  owned everything. This i s  a problem o f  d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e  which 
w i l l  become even more pressing once we push ourselves deeper i n t o  a no-growth soc ie ty  i n  
which on ly  small amounts o f  surplus w i l l  be ava i l ab le  f o r  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

By suggesting t h a t  there i s  a c lose methodological and mathematical connection between 
the Pareto func t i on  and the soc ia l  g r a v i t y  model on the one hand and Pareto's o p t i m a l i t y  
p r i n c i p l e  and h i s  theory o f  the e l i t e s  on the other, I may be p o i n t i n g  a t  something very i m -  
por tant .  This i s  t h a t  Pareto never spoke about the  ends which the members of soc iety  d i s -  
t r i b u t i v e l y  should pursue. Instead, he always equated soc ie ty ' s  end w i t h  the ends which 
the M a c h i a v e m e l i t e  a c t u a l l y  pursuing, through i t s  manipulat ion o f  th ings,  money and, 
people . 
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Pareto's ought is  therefore the of the e l i t e .  This i s  crucial, because i t  means that 
the establishment of so-called empirical and logical relations is  not  limited t o  the mani- 
pulation of the symbols i n  a mathematical equation. Instead i t  represents relations be- 
tween groups and classes of people. If we are no t  self-conscious about this deep structure 
of methodology, then man will end up as being doubly th ingi f ied ,  first by the producing- 
consuming forces of industrial technology, and then by the iron claws of scientific prac- 
ti ce . 

And so i t  is  that Pareto and his influential followers came to equate the pursuance o f  
logical reasoning and empirical truth w i t h  the advocacy o f  an e l i t is t  theory of society. To 
i l lustrate,  the spatial and organizational set-up of the Swedish health, education and wel- 
fare system seems far  more geared towards the growth and maintenance of its own bureaucracy 
than towards the interests of those sick and disadvantaged which i t  i s  supposed to serve. 
In this l ight,  i t  is  not  surprising that one c r i t i c  has labeled Pareto "the Karl Marx of 
the Bourgeoisie," while another has called him "the greatest rationalizer of authoritarian 
conservatism i n  our time."4 How one should interpret the fact  that Mussolini made him a 
senator i s  less clear, for a t  t h a t  time he might  have been old  enough not to see the diffe- 
rence between being honored and being used. 

ple's recognition by i ts  neat mathematical form -that l i es  a t  the heart of most spatial 
planning, no matter whether i t  i s  i n  Sweden or elsewhere. What is  most remarkable of a l l  
is that the analysts have been so entrenched i n  their  own social and professional relatfons 
that they never discovered that i n  the Pareto function, i n  the optlmality principle, and 
i n  the theory of the e l i tes  i s  embedded exactly the system of inequality and servitude, 
which the plans were meant t o  alleviate.  

The irony is of course that i t  is a portion of Pareto's work- disguised from most peo- 

( i i i )  

In retrospect, i t  appears that  the majority o f  spatial analysts - among whom I certainly 
include nlysel f - have confined ourselves so thoroughly w i t h i n  our inherited concepts, w i t h -  
i n  our categorial frameworks, w i t h i n  our particular mathematical language, and w i t h i n  our 
ar t i facts  that  we thereby have helped t o  perpetuate the functional inequalities of the past. 
In fact  what we seem not  t o  have realized i s  that  i n  order t o  acquire a new world, we must 
a t  the same time acquire a new analytical language, less dogmatic than the old, b u t  no less 
abstract and no less diff icul t .  

Perhaps we should be blamed for h a v i n g  spent so much energy on memorizing the Isards and 
the Garrisons and so l i t t l e  on t r y i n g  t o  understand Hegel, Marx and Wittgenstein. B u t  such 
a criticism would surely be misdirected, for if we had never learned from the former, we 
would never have understood the la t ter .  I t  i s  i n  this context that I admire so much the 
profundity o f  that  Hegelian argument which says that any development comes through the sub-  
ordination of one self  to another; "for i n  shaping the t h i n g  [the consciousness] only be- 
comes aware of i ts  own proper negativity, i t s  Existence on i t s  own account, as an object, 
through the fact  that i t  cancels the actual form confronting it. . . .  Thus precisely i n  labour 
where there seemed t o  be merely some outsider's mind and ideas involved, the bondsman be- 
comes aware, through this  rediscovery of himself by himself, of having  and being a 'mind of 
his own'.''5 

What most of us failed t o  pursue i n  our previous studies was exactly that element of self-  
consciousness which leads t o  the recognition that t o  engage i n  any form of language - of 
which formal model bu i ld ing  is only a special k i n d - i s  t o  engage i n  an activity t h a t  goes 
far beyond the mere labeling and categorizing o f  phenomena; to  speak, to estimate s t a t i s t i -  
cal functions, and t o  b u i l d  sc ient i f ic  models, i s  n o t h i n g  less than t o  act. The essence i s  
i n  action, for even the attempt t o  escape i t  is  i t se l f  action. 

P u t  somewhat differently, i t  now appears far from clear whether what  the analysts and 
planners are telling us conveys more information about the world they are t a l k i n g  about  or 
about the language and the value system they are t a l k i n g  in. The root  of this p r o K l i e s  
i n  the inabili ty of our standardized model languages t o  capture the dialectical concepts Of 
indeterminacy and qualitative change. I would even suggest t h a t  i f  we can not f i n d  ways t o  
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i n te rna l i ze  these f l e e t i n g  concepts i n t o  our thought and action, then we can nei ther  hope 
t o  understand the deep st ructure of the past nor t o  form a freer, more d ign i f i ed  and less 
al ienated future.6 

( i v )  

There i s  o f  course much t o  suggest tha t  the v is ion  o f  human freedom I have been paint ing 
i n  these notes i s  nothing but  a romantic dream. Perhaps the most compelling o f  these pessi- 
m i s t i c  warnings i s  t ha t  i n  the coming years o f  increased stress and material shortages, any- 
th ing resembling the concepts o f  freedom o f  thought and act ion w i l l  be luxuries l im i ted  t o  
the class o f  charismatic leaders. Accompanying the recurr ing crises w i  11 almost cer ta in ly  
be demands f o r  strong leadership, which can sustain i t s e l f  only by resor t  t o  the higher 
p r inc ip les  o f  ' r igorous' th ink ing and absolute values, no matter how s imp l i s t i c  and dehuman- 
i z i n g  they may be. 

If t h i s  i s  the human prospect- and there are many who say i t  i s -  then i t  i s  w i th  con- 
siderable anguish tha t  I publish these notes. The reason f o r  my agony i s  t ha t  what I have 
wr i t t en  here i l l u s t r a t e s  so well  how sc ien t i f i c  methodology can be made the handmaiden o f  
author i tar ian ideology. Thus, I have noted tha t  what we i n i t i a l l y  may take as empirical 
generalizations and theoret ica l  deductions are as much re f lec t ions  o f  those notions of 
equali ty, which we may hope t o  implement through our planning. As I demonstrated, method- 
ology overtook fdeology and f n  the process i t  became ideology i t s e l f .  And y e t  i t  i s  through 
the labor f o r  h i s  master t ha t  the slave comes t o  self-consciousness and thereby t o  the 
rea l i za t i on  o f  h i s  own existence and freedom. 

I t I s  i n  t h i s  manner, by employing analy t ica l  techniques and social engineering devices 
which are founded on ra ther  pecul iar  assumptions about categorization and l inear izat ion,  
t ha t  we i n  e f f e c t  have come close t o  creating a society f o r  human beings who themselves 
aye pecu l ia r ly  categorial and l inear .  I f  regional planning i n  Sweden, the Soviet Union 
and the United States have nothing else i n  comnon, i t  i s  exactly t h i s  s impl i f ied and de- 
humanizing conception of man. Instead o f  creating a world f o r  becoming, we are creating 
t h i n g i f i e d  man; by t rea t ing  the re la t ions  between people as i f  they obediently followed the 
mu1 t i p l i c a t i o n  table, we are r idd ing  ourselves o f  tha t  challenging ambiguity, which alone 
makes l i f e  worthwhile. 

And t h a t  i s  the kind of world I see evolving, not i n  a d is tan t  future, but  already i n  the 
present. 
attempts a t  planning, increasing numbers o f  people now f i n d  i t  harder t o  l i v e .  As an ex- 
ample, I c a l l  i t  nothing less than a fea r fu l  tragedy tha t  the values and organization o f  
health care has made i t  a ra re  p r i v i l ege  t o  d ie  w i th  one's eyes open and i n  the company o f  
the few whom one loves. What I am conjecturing from my own l im i ted  experiences i s  tha t  one 
o f  man's most fundamental r i g h t s  i s  under serious attack, not  because anyone wanted i t  th i s  
way, bu t  because our methodological b l inkers have kept us from seeing the deep st ructure of 
human and soc ia l  relat ions. This r i g h t  i s  not the r i g h t  t o  l i v e  as one chooses, but t o  d ie  
i n  peace and d ign i ty .  What technology once bestowed upon us by l e t t i n g  our ch i ldren l i ve ,  
i t  i s  now on the verge of reclaiming by not l e t t i n g  our t i r e d  die. 

For as a consequence not only o f  material shortages, but  also o f  our w e l l  meaning 

(V) 

Since I see traces o f  a l l  these prospects even i n  the best land I know, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  th ink o f  the r e s t ,  where freedom i s  j u s t  another word and where the issues o f  l i f e  and 
death, j u s t i c e  and decency, are o f  another magnitude. The best I can do may merely be t o  
quote from Samuel Beckett 's Krapp's Last Tape: 

"Here I end t h i s  ree l .  Box 3 .  Spool 5. Perhaps my best years are gone. When there was 
a chance o f  happiness. But I wouldn't want them back. 
I wouldn't want them back. I' 

Not w i th  the f i r e  i n  me now. No, 

how 1 wish i t  applied only t o  the holder o f  the secret tape 
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