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Australia’s\nonviolent protest movement has played importdes in the international strgig
against'the“interlocking forces of social/ethnic injuste®jironmental damagmilitarism, and
climate distortions In this book Marty Branagan surveys several campaigns across Australia
from the early 1980s to the Occupy movement. His purpose is to rébeuwntgencies,
strategiesimpravisations, internal debatesd relative degrees of effectiveness within the
movementas the peace and environmental campaigive convergedNonviolent activists
everywhere willfind this book highly valuable, as thikgcuss the lessons learned over the years
in Australia and elsewherkecturer in Peace Studies at the \msity of New England,

Australia, Marty Branagawrites with theauthority of a longime participantn the campaigns,
startirg withesthe early 1980s’ broad-based campaign to keeprdrklin River in Tasmania

wild. He has'been a leadistrategist in many of the campaigns that he analyethis book.

His detailed,accounts explore and assess the many degreesvidleahintensity, “the range of
nonviolent-options,” from direct action such as blockading roads, to spiritual effimhisas

prayer and rituals.

The.opening chapter, “Global Warming and Militarisis, anincisive survey of the
literature on'the environmentabsts of militarized economiésternationally. He understands
the militaryindustrial complex broadlyydm actualmaterialproduction and its pollution costs to
corporateinvestment in political lobbying and even the broader public culture of journalism
One sharp focus of his concerrthe specifics of military operations, especially since they are
hidden from public awareness in many wakie placegheAustralian Defence Force in
comparison.with the American military, which has a budget equaling roughly half ofttree e
global military"budget.No national analysis outside the United States can be properly

understoodrade from that context.
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The anti-nuclear campaign of the 1980s was a major focus of the Australian movement,
centering on complex and innovative strategies in 1984 at the Roxby Downs uranium mine in the
remote desert of South Australia. That concerted action was motivatednzgrns that
uranium fuels the global nuclear weapons cycle, either directly or by adding to stocKjpiézs
were also cencerns over mining (disturbance of sacred sites, release of carcinogenic radon gas,
massive depletion of the Great Artesian Basin), nuclear power (unsafe, centralized, secretive,
security'risksy‘and disposal laingterm radioactive waste” (#89). Some of hese campaigns
have specificallopposed Australia’s collaboratiavith the American mitary. For example, he
briefly mentions the 1983 protestRine Gap, a highly classified site southwest of ABpeings
which still hosts, a key American satellite tracking system that manages drone operations for one
third of thewworld’s skiesThe Roxby Downs campaign also highlighted ways white activists
worked with abariginal people on traditional homelands. A similar actasthe partially
successful Jabiluka campaign against uranium mining inside Kakadu National Berk
Northern Territory. These were similar to many other campaigns on traditiodald&
indigenous=peaple, in Canada, the United States and elsewhere.

Branagan links militarism and its resisters to global warming in several ways. A
fundamental issue is thadon budgest of military operations, especially the American armed
forces. Hesreminds us in telling details that the Pentagon is the lsirggistconsumer of
petroleum in the world. In the Australian settimgyecounts several rainfest protection
campaigns, even though these campaiggre not directly related tmilitary operations.As the
campaignersiinsisiilitarismis a broad mattgea dynamic thapervadesociety. Branagan
defines militariSm as “a complex social, cultural and discursive phenomenon responsible for
directing people’s and organisations’ responses towards violent pathwidys.ivideranging
understandings surelyappropriate: as these campaigns show, the military and the civilian
economy are.so closely bound together that itisoal arbitrary to separate thgparticularly in
relation to impacts on global climate.

Pursuing his analysis of the evolving strategies and technologies of people’s moyements
Branagan devotes a chapter to “Internetworking,” in which he traces the increasingly powerful
use of the internet to communicate quickly among campaigners everywhere, from John Seed’s
early work on rainforest actiametworking, and the efforts to support the Penan indigenous
people in Borneo, to the Arab Spring upheavals in the Middle East, and the intetr@tiomay
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Movement. Another chaptetArtistic Activism,” emphasizethe importance of using art and
musicto sustain people’s movements. Australian activists have often had to sustain thei
movement under exhausting conditions, and they have been highly imaginative in producing
music and art onsite as campaign strategies.

This.is.ahardheaded book, full of uncompromisingly selirare accountsf successes
and failures, unity and tensions and fragmentation in the moveniergsichly documented, a
major source of case studiesd materials for activists in the peace, justice and environmental

sanity movements anywhere.

Richard Tucker
University of'Michigan
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