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Missionary Survey Excerpts, 1911-1921  

For about a decade, beginning in 1911, the Publication Committee of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church issued a monthly Missionary Survey that carried letters and reports from those active in 
the fields of both the home and foreign mission work.  This was at the peak of the American 
Protestant missionary enterprise worldwide, and Presbyterians – of both Northern and Southern 
denominations – were in the thick of it.  Robert and Emma McMullen went to China as 
newlyweds in 1911, and were witnesses of the revolution that overthrew the Qing Dynasty.  The 
Missionary Survey carried a number of reports of the political upheaval in Hangzhou (one by 
McMullen), and for a few years thereafter it published regular updates on mission activity in the 
city and especially at the Hangchow Christian College.  What is available is reproduced here. 
Such reports become less frequent during World War I, and the digital records of the journal 
(held by the Hathi Trust) become spottier.  The Missionary Survey ceased publication in 1924.  

 



















































































Robert J. McMullen, “How to Conserve Results of Evangelistic Work” 

March 1, 1925 

For nearly 20 years after his arrival in 1911, McMullen served as an evangelist in Hangzhou and 
its environs.  Although the number of Protestant missionaries in the field grew steadily in this 
period, progress in winning Chinese converts to Christianity was slow and a source of continual 
frustration. In this 1925 article, published in The Chinese Recorder, McMullen delivers an 
assessment for the Shanghai Missionary Association that stresses the importance of the 
individual “touch” and the continued need to nurture the faith of those who are once won over. 

 

















Carrie Lena McMullen Memoirs, “Remembering,” n.d. 

Late in her life, the McMullens’ eldest child, Carrie Lena, recorded these memories of growing 
up in Hangzhou.  Born in 1913, she was a teenager in the 1920s when McMullen was 
“itinerating,” attended the Shanghai American School in 1929-1930, and then left China for 
college in the United States. She never returned.  

 















Robert J. McMullen Letter to Eugene Barnett, Reporting on the Northern 
Expedition in Hangzhou and Zhejiang, 1927  

February 25, 1927  

In this letter, written almost exactly 10 years before the events documented in the book, 
McMullen gives an eyewitness report on the movement of Nationalist troops under Chiang Kai-
shek into Zhejiang and Hangzhou.  He carefully differentiates between the “Southern” forces – 
those of the National Revolutionary Army – and the “Northern” warlord troops that they aimed 
to destroy in an effort to unite China under the Nationalist Party.  This letter is a clear precursor 
to McMullen’s reportage and embedded experiences during the Second Sino-Japanese War.  He 
describes step-by-step military advances in and around Hangzhou, specific regional and local 
details, and vivid (often condemnatory) descriptions of rapes, looting, and killing.  Of note are 
his observations of Nationalist political indoctrination and a guarded relief that “there has been 
very little anti-Christian propaganda so far.”  The latter statement was likely made in response to 
reports from other Mid-China mission stations regarding the mistreatment (and in some cases, 
killings) of missionaries and Chinese Christians by anti-foreign wings of the Nationalist and 
Communist “United Front” behind the Northern Expedition.  The full letter may be found in the 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Columbia University (Eugene Barnett Papers, Box 4).  

 




















