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The Church Missionary Society (Anglican) in Britain maintained a mission station and a large
hospital in Hangzhou at the time of the Sino-Japanese war. Bishop John Curtis presided over all
evangelical and educational work in Zhejiang (Chekiang) Province and Dr. Stephen Douglas
Sturton ran a medical complex of 500 beds, which in the mid-1920s had 18 doctors together with
nurses and supporting staff and maintained a medical college with over 60 students. Both men
were in the city during the events of the fall and winter of 1937-38 chronicled by McMullen in
his weekly letters. We consulted the archives of the CMS at the Cadbury Library of the
University of Birmingham to see how others in Hangzhou reported these same events.

First-hand records for the CMS Hangzhou mission in this single year are few and far between,
found in two principal locations. The most extensive and detailed information can be gleaned
from the Annual Reports of individuals doing evangelical, educational, and medical mission
work. These were submitted each year to the home office in London and were filed
alphabetically by last name. (CMS Archives, Section 1, East Asian Missions, Part 20, Reels
440-442). We confronted three problems in trying to extract material about wartime conditions
from these reports. First, they were typically written in the summer of each year, looking back
over the previous twelve months. Thus reports for 1937, composed in July, did not capture the
war around Shanghai in the late summer or the Japanese military advance in the fall or the
occupation of Hangzhou at the end of the year; by the time missionaries got around to writing
reports for the next year, their accounts of events were cast in the past tense and displayed little
inclination to dwell of what had now already happened. Second, most of these reports were quite
narrow narratives about people coming and going, local activities and the stuff of missionary life
(Bible study, congregational meetings, hospital work, facilities and costs) — accounts which
tended to swallow up broader description and reflections. Finally, these records were often
handwritten and then preserved on microfilm, making them devilishly difficult to decipher, let
alone reproduce digitally. We post here two of these annual reports from the summer of 1938,
one composed by Bishop Curtis, the other by Rev. W.R.O. Taylor, who was the acting secretary
of the mission for that year.

More helpful were documents archived in a file entitled “Sino-Japanese Relations, 1937-38”
(CHgP1). These were reports from all over China about wartime conditions and included a few
contemporaneous accounts of events in Hangzhou from the fall and winter of 1937-38. We
found three letters from Taylor, the first in September upon his arrival in Hangzhou and two
others written in November. No further correspondence from him was found in this file, but
there is a letter from Bishop Curtis, composed in February 1938, describing events in the city
reaching back into December.

None of these documents — which we reproduce here in chronological order — convey the
urgency of the situation or the complexity of activity that are to be found in McMullen’s regular
missives. But while they lack the richness of his description, they do carry echoes of
McMullen’s accounts. Certain familiar themes in McMullen’s letters rebound through the
material in the CMS archives: the isolation felt by those in Hangzhou; the lack of information,
whether via radio or letters; the challenges posed by daily Japanese bombing raids; the efforts in
the fall to keep schools and hospitals running; the new perplexities in winter about how to deal



with the occupation authorities; and a persistent tendency in writing about wartime events to play
down the horrors of looting and raping that they witnessed — whether to avoid giving offense to
the Japanese, or to reassure those back home, or in recognition that conditions in Hangzhou were
not as dire as elsewhere (clear reports about what happened in Nanjing were available to them by
February of 1938).



Letter from Rev. W.R.O. Taylor, September 7, 1937

W.R.O. Taylor was the acting secretary for the CMS mission in Hangzhou during 1937-38,
replacing John Bird who went on furlough in August 1937. He arrived from Chefoo in the first
week of September, two days before McMullen landed in Shanghai on his return from furlough,
and he composed his first report to the CMS Secretary, J. Gurney Barclay, in London on
September 7%, two days before McMullen’s first letter home.

Source: CMS Archives CHg P1 “Sino-Japanese Relations.”



—

.

Sep

4.+ Gurney Larclay, Esq. ’
Colle s, Secretary. )

Uear up Barclay,

fo b - smA—a —

1 got home safely on Friday night from Chefono, travelling
With kir Thompson o% the C.1.M. e went to Isingtau by hoat, then by train
via Isinan, Nanking, and from there to Hlangchow by a loop line from 8no-
chow to Kashing, whicp avitds Shanghai. We came through quite easily (
travelling thirad class, but left oupr wives behind, as when we left we ‘
Telt quite uncertain what Obstructions we might meet on the road. :
there are a number of people Staying in Chefoo, who think it bette? to
wait for Shanghai boats to Pun-again. - There is some suggestion of -
certain hoats rumning, but consular-advice is against women and chlldrsn
returning to shanghai "ti11 the military situation becomes stahilized.
And it's not at ajz easy to get out of Shanghai when once there; so 1 am
Counselling aurs Taylor to stay patiently at Chefoo for a bit and see what

happens.

P

' The bishop tellg me that two cahles have been sent to you saying
We are all well. 1 thought I haaq better write and -tell you hoyw Penple are,
and something of hoyw the conditions affect out work Just now. 1 gn send-
ing a copy of this letter in a week's time, in case thig gets 1ost. The
Sécond copy enclosed will you kindly forwara to Mr Birdg You will of
course hear -over the radio and through the papers the"war news," so 1
need not say anything about that geénerally. The serious fighting in
shanghai began on August 14th. The bishop was not able to go to Shanghai
that wveek-end, and hag not been since - much to eéveryone's relief, Commun-
lcation with pp Ottewell was cut off for a number of days. But in time
Le made arrangements with the Eishop and pp Sturton for supply of money,
and 1 believe there is no anxiety on that Scpre. As regards our mission.
aries, 1 am not sure if the Gaunts are back in Nanking.  Miss Churchily
1s probably remaining in Foochow pro tem. Dp Sergeant was eévacuated to
iiongkong, and ips Sergeant ig going there from Chefoo. nr g, T believe
Wrote orfering to core back and resume hospital work irf needed, hut wag
bPersuanded to go to Hongkong to complete his treatment, whig Seems to
have been doing him a lot of g0od. All the rest of onp missionaries: ape
eltlier here‘OP‘dt'Mbkunsan;'and'hbeﬂall‘well, - though Miss ‘Varley naq |
some fever during the surmter,’ so is gt Present in hospital for.treatment. |
she is much better however, During the crisis, hotny Or Sturton and the
Bishop have been‘on_hand. Dr sturton haq his short hnliday, which he wag
badly needing, and since has been keeping very well. The Bishop, every-
one says, has heen the very greatest help all the time, keeping things
going along cheerfully. lie has of course had no holiday at all, as ig Id s
wont, and I am sorry to say, that though he ig not 111 4in the senge o
being put to bed, he has been by no means well with Some digestive trount ,
4 hear. he is gecting ovep it, but 1t ig unusual to see the bishop 10axk-
ing white and thin, 1 shoula say that hig bresence with ns at this time
Lhas been invaluable o our work, the missionaries ang the Church, ang One
hopes that as the coolep Weatlier comes, e will quite recover and yet, wily
not lay himself up by Overdoing it, A ’
As regards worls, which Usually staprgs with a swing ahout now
it seems as if everything ig going on as well as 1¢ can undér the dis-’
couraging conditions, br Sturton told me that up to Saturday ng 1
than 22 air-paiq alarms haq been given. Since t , FS
lt seems that che,p;unes do not adrop hombsg oggr %ﬁglﬁi¥§ye,heavd two mope.

|
|
f
|
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Two Letters from Rev. W.R.O. Taylor, November 6 and 20, 1937

After a long delay, two more letters from November give some updates on the war situation and
news about individuals.

Source: CMS Archives CHg P1 “Sino-Japanese Relations.”



SEAOQHSING, CHEKIANG. CILINA,
Hangchovw, i -
\BEE No 135
}{ Ly, "a_r:vpmhpr r{-l-h, {2y
J. Gurney Barcia ) 4 i |
A < Qy J:;S(lo f ¢ 1 5 937
Sécretary, C. I.,i. S. Q 2 i “'\ 3DECT
Lear jnp Larclay, : l(\- ' === % L
1 fegret very mbeh, anc abblogise, for not having written

for so long, - unt (1 think) since the middle of September. I am prompte ¢
Lo do so at once by receipt of copies of letters, etc. from you, sent on
by lir Carpenter from Hongkong. I must confess that the originals, in
Reurly cvery casge (1 think) duly reached me, - some no douht delaygd.

Ly not Writing lhas been due, not so much to being busy, as to a gond deal
of DPeoccupuLion, due to these peculiar war conditions. Even as I am .
typing, an air raid alarm is going (sirens), and follows an "all clear
signal given only half an hour ago, - 10 a.m. Tt -is a]s? a ?ull day,
inclined to rain, when we hope for respite from these things! The most
recent news is, that the Jdpanese have made a landing at_Chapu,.on the
north side of Hangclow Bay, and are said to be moving on ‘the railway

at kashing. 1 expect there's some truth in it, though Kashing is a long
way from the coast. However, 1 do not want to get side-~tracked on to war
news, whiclh you will be getiing in a mueh more balanced way than we do.

1 think it is quite right to say thdt all our vork is going on
normally, - church, schools and hospital, thoush affected and handicappel
by the war. Letters fron home are arriving, sometimes. with hardly any
delay. They seem to come from Shanghai direct, by train or post office
vans. People still travel to Shanghai by train, bus or private. cars,
though all are liable to attuck. Noral communication with Shanghai -just
now however is by Ningpo. British and Italian steamers run frnm‘there”
frequently and there is a good deal of;coming»and goine. T s

1 think I had better make this letter a, sliort one, to acknowled
your cocmmunications, and to give you personal news. Next week I will try
to give special detailed attention to a rumber of dsfinik¥x matters that
Seel 1o llave been lield up, and then write you again. Bishop Curtis scems
much hevter than when 1 wrote you last, and continues to he a very great
bielp ©o us all. iurs Curtis and the dodtors have of course been'working
under consideruble strain. The severcly woundecl men in . the hospital have
been recovering, and should now he moving out to make room for others.
This problem of wounded is a very anxious one for: those concerned. The
general feeling is that arrangements for treatingjthem:are most inddequat
And it is difficult to move in the matter. Dr Sturton has a heavy res-
ponsibility and has not been too well, though not seriously 111, I am F1a
Lo say. lle has just had4 a bad attack of flu. The latest news of the
wergeants is very-good. 1 understand that Dr Sergeant would he allowed
Lo come back to work, if it wepe thought advisable. 1 hear he is anxious
Lo come, but has heen advised to wait at least ti1l the end of this month
L suppose it is purely a matter for the doctors to decide; hut he deres
seent O be very mich hetter. jissg Bargrove has had to 2o through a cours
of Lreatment for somue weels, necessitating her lying down most of the i
J. believe she ig much better and is allowved to get up and do 8 little wor
LUt she ds difficult Lo restrain where work ig cencerned! 1 understand
mr Lurray is o pgreat acquisition at the nosyﬁtal. The Bishop alse helps
in the financial side 0f the work, ‘ B
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hiss North postponed her furlough for o month, owing to
%188 Largrove not being well, but she now expects 0 leave Hore konps
about the grd of Pecenber. She may leave here for Shanchai about the
20th inst. e hope she will he able to g0 by private car with Dr
and hrs gobertv Fitch. (Mprs Fitclh, as you will remember, was Miss
My Ropson.) ihis is only proposed; all will depend on circumstances
ab the time. 1f necessary, hr Murray has kindly offered to take he?
Lo hingpo, and put her safely on the British ship there for Shanghai,
where she will be met by Mp Ottewell.

mlss Churchill seems to be well and happy in Foochow, bhut
writes she will be glad to come back as soon as she is sent for.
My wife is still at Chefco. Until quite recently the consul would not
allow the shipping company tc sell tickets to foreign women fo? Shang-
hai; and the Nanking railway route seemed tro risky. But as time has
gene by we lhave had to think ahout the ehildeen's long winter holiday.
Normully chis is two months, - December.and Japuary; and unless the
children are U.l.M. they are not allovedelp remain at school during
those months.™ ATS6 we felt, and everyone agrees with us, that if
possible, we should not have them back in-langchow this winter while
wur is on. 5o my wife and 1 thought that she had better stay on in
Ciefoo till the holidays are over, and perhaps tuke a small house, or
board somewhiere with the children. The C.I.M. have made things easier
for everybody by-arranging to have only one month's holiday this Xmas,
rand then lengthening the Easter hols. from two weeks to-six, with the
hope the war will be over and the children may met home. However, this
month has to be provided for and my wife has written of several pos-
sibilivies, ~ there seem btc be houses vacant that are . only occupied
during the sunnmer. The C.I,M. 3an is also full, with parents and others
who llave not bLeen permitted to recurn to stations. The Missionary Home
| is closed. Loarding possibilities are few, except at the surmer hotels,
who are glad to keep open even with fow guests, if only to keep soldicers
out. I hope you willl pardon ne menticning these details; but 1 do so
because the Lishop has kindly offered to write Lo you to ask if the C.M.$
would consider givinpg us a special rent allowance during. the six months
or sC¢ that my wife is compellad to stay on in Chefoo. You will realize

thut by livinry alone herce, ouf expenses are quite n Dit hirher than thev

would usually be. 1 need not say that we would preatly appreciate snme
help tewards Lhis; but the sishop is wWriting to you. 1 think the B1ishop
wWill also he nmentioning Lhe Sergeants in this connexion; amd as 1 know
tlielr expenses must be considerable above the normal, I would heartily
SUpport a grant on their behalf. Chefoo continues tn he considered safe

Lfy the cousul; L haven't heard o suggestion of any evacuation Tram there,

i wa plad to say MNlss Varley is much hetter and is at, present
@b der sitation, funslu, with Miss Batchelor. e de not propose thal, Miss
Varley should be left alone at LTunglu, so after o few weeks she will pre-
bably be coming in 1o Hatimehow for o time. 1 hear that the Gaunts are
in lionzkong, vwherp they flew from Hankow. dhen their lurrape nrrives
fhey ixpocc to o Lo Yunnan to work, and Lr Gaunt S0vs he hing wirithen

tonie L0 you ta he ans 'l Lo that fiission. 5 Y

in Lanking now ig gﬁﬁnééeghédqﬁgqtggﬁ h} 2:0n Lt LHG"L‘I'S. Opeﬁinq
e ot 17 stien, should think it nxcellent that
e Gaunt's services can ho used glsewhepo. '
1 shall be weitine arwin sonn and apologise armadin for (his 1o

ttelay.,
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“the Japanese were coming quickly,”hence the stamp
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Je Gurney Barclay, @sq.
. Ce ‘oS_o Secretary‘-
6 Salisbury Square,
London, EeCed,

Dear Mr Barclay,

It is a week since I wrote you the letter of which I en-
close & copys I.quite hope it slipped through the war barrier between
Us andShanghai and got thrawgh on the way to you, and that it will be
the same with this, We are told however that letters can't get beyond
Ningpo at present; though we hope a way will be found of getting round
the boom in the river and so to Shanghai. The land route is quite
GJOSed.because of the fighting 1line n6W‘running from the coast about

& place called Ghapu, through Kashing, Soochow, NeWhto the Yangtse.

The. London broadcast at 1.5 comes here through Hongkong at 92.30, end
it seems to me .that your news i1s as clear and full as ours here. We
radio. But we have of course

are.getting nogpapers and depend on the

all the rumours, .and.during this weel the population of this city has

reacted to them by clearing out.to the country and southern towns just

as fast as it has been. possible to get vehicles. It is said that 7 out

of 10 .people have gone, ‘and that many are staying simply because it was

impossible to get near the river, or.to get boats even for very high

Sums . of money. . e . :

s We have been free from air raid alarms for a week, during whihh

i1t haes rained heavily. 4And we are grateful to the clouds for covering

up the full moon for some nights! But last Monday the rumour vas that
ede; but they have not

turned up yet. There is no word of Hangchow.on the radio. The plan -
he Tai Hu (Lake), or round the south of it,

Nanking. But imagination runs even more quickly than the Japanese ad-
Yance andthe fighting line still seems to run half way from us to
Shanghai. However we shall probably have them here fairly soon, as they
Wwill hardly leave open this back door to their rear. '

' When writing to my wife yesterday, though doubtful if letters
can get through to Chefoo, I asked her to write to you and say two or
three things, in case this letter is delayed. First, we in this Missim
are all well and safe. Two days ago we thought it well to wire Miss
-Batchelor at Tunglu, and ask them

Curtis at Chuki and Misses Varley and !
Miss Varley replied on Friday,

to phone the Bishop at.the Hospital.
quiet at Tunglu, that no boats or busses were

saying they were well and _ :
available for travelling just now, and that the Pastor was not worried
about their safety. Our suggestion was they they should .come in to Hang ~
chow if they. could and thought.it necessary; but they did not seem to
Miss Curtis, who has been in the country, has not vet

think 1t was.
phoned in, ~ probably becanse not yet back in the -eity. She will,

however, probably come in to Hangchow, to help with the nursing, as
goon as convenient for her. The Taichow ladies are fubther avay, and

there seems no special point in urging them to come to Hangchow, o t
Ningpo - now that there is no communi%atiqn with Shanghai,g Taiého; 12

not on the line of”retrcat, or attack, as some othep Places may be; also
thepe are three C.Ii.M. missionaries there, cr near, with whom to cénsult.
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e?e Eixt thing_}shghgqug”gpgqugp hint has come from the consul
S0, without''oné exception  that T know of, every member

v

Lo evanunay

- O the Mi
* this na -Ssion feels it right to stay by our work. I understand that

S : .
| Policy wily be consistently followed by the Hospital, which has now,

ang*gzggdggethat ¥ere sent in weeks ago; but now, all those have loft
the mayor nsﬁ’geglaced'by.reqent_serious cases. In addition to this,
1000, as éomégof aturton to talkke charge of hundreds of cases, = up to
have,to o Ol the hospital ujits that were looking after them, might |
-evacuate the city. Dr Sturton and the Bishop rose to the occas~ {
|
|

he.seriously wounded in all the Hange how area. I mentioned |
|

ion magnificently, to v th
. together with Dr Chang Sin-pei (one of Dr Main's

3ég;§g§@egt;1_and.theHangchow liealth Officer), and hundreds of men are
entrqncge'r n buildings next door to the Hospital, into which special
o ts lave.been made, so that it is not necessary to go out into the
bihadd O communicate with . them. Some .6f the Red.Cross staff is working
thons ,gse~m99 under Dr Stukton, and the mayor handed.the sum of Fifty
o usand.dollars to the Hospital, to be accounted for if\ the care of

_ese wounded.  This ready money, of course, 1s a great help at this
difficult time in the running of the Hospital.. .

s

. Dr Sturton has had several British and Red Cross flags put up
on the buildings and at.Song Noh Dzang; also some half dozen huge tin
Union Jacks have been painted and are laid.flat on the roofs for the
edification of airmen. A telegram has also been sent to Mr Ottewell,
asking him through the consulate to have the Japanese informed in case
of,hqspiﬁities.‘,As you knov, we have some six other houses, including
Mary Vaughan School, our house here, Miss Leathers! house and the ocne
wherelliss Woods is now working, also Miss Moule's. I have had Union
Jacks put on all those; and have also prepared a notice to put on the
doors when. the Japanese entry seems.imminent, to the effect that they
are C.M.S5. property, occupied by Christians only, and not sheltering
military or political people, and asking anyone concerned to send for
me.to answer questions. I irdli le@bemy ecard with the gatekeepers, and
hope that this notice.- in English and Chinese = will be respected.

My experience -of Japanese courtesy, wvhen I was there for seven months
in 1927, makes me think that they will not act unreasonably towards our

prOperties and people, .1if their attention is_properly qalled to them.

_ I must tell you also that MaryVaughan School has clésed, though
Miss Woods and .the new principal have organized a sort of unofficial
school for warieus children who are at home during these days with no-
thing to do. Various'people are’ very pleased about this. = However, the
main bullding is left empty as a school; but the pastor conceived the
idea of approaching the Bishop for permission to_use it as a sort of
place of refuge for our Christians who have beenunable to get away. Seme
of the very poor will probably take advantage of it; also some better
off ones have already momed in. There will not be many, as most have
gone, but some arewry glad to come under vwhatever protection our flag,
end one's presence is expected to secure. We are of course insisting m
bona fide Christians only coming in and strictly non-combatﬁanpg. The
pastor has laid in some rice, and the people will probably remain in
during the few days of greatest crisis, whenrand‘hqwever it comes.

There is unfortunately great fear, of seweral things: that the city
might be burnt before the enemy arrive, the possible bombs and shelling,
the military press-gangs combing the street for every available coolie,
fetneating soldiers - wcunded or other - out of control and looting, ani
not .least the presence of the Japanese themselves. Obviously no protec-
tion can be guaranteed, but it is believed that God will protect His NDwme



Circular to Friends of the Chekiang Mission, February 2, 1938

While there are no further letters from Taylor in this file, but there is indication that Barclay and
others at CMS headquarters in London were hungry for news and had only scant information
once the Japanese occupied Hangzhou on Christmas Eve, 1937. One circular memo to “Friends
of the Chekiang Mission” in February summarizes what little was known.

Source: CMS Archives CHg P1 “Sino-Japanese Relations.”
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Genoral Sec
Row, P, vecratary; =
YOV PROb WL Witson Casn, D, 6, SALISBURY SQUARE, LONDON, E.C. 4.

gnd February 1938,

MEMO. TO FRIENDS OF THE CHEKTIANG MISSION

:> HANGCHOW. - You may like to know that Miss Bargrove wrote on
January 2nd:- , ’ '

"The staff is working: loyally and it has been wonderful

to be with them through these days to try and encourage

énd help them. Hospital is as full as ever it can be -~

stores are under rations, but we.are managing very well'.

She also said that they had been completely cut off since

December 21st, and even radio news ceased on the 23rd. -

nuary 10th to Dr.Cook as follows:-

"I am permitted to send you these few lines by the courtesy
of the Japanese military authorities. There is no Post
Office yet, but they are kindly sending out some personal
letters for us by aeroplane, Hangchow was occupied about
9 a.m. on Christmas Eve, and I am glad to report to you
that all in the Hospital are well, and that we are treated
courteously. We have been frantically busy, as you
might expect, but the spirit of all our missionary staff
has been splendid, and I believe that we have been able to
relieve many patients. . My wife is now recovering from
vhat proved to be a severe -attack of bronchitis and may
soon be able to go downstairs, Must close .... with pro-
foundest thanksgiving for God's preserving mercieg",

. J. GURNEY BARCLAY,

Dr.Sturton wrote on Ja

Secretary.




Letter from Bishop John Curtis, February 19, 1937

Some two weeks later, Bishop Curtis wrote a long letter giving a retrospective report on the
situation in Hangzhou since the Japanese occupation of the city. Dated February 19, 1938 it was
not received in London until late March.

Source: CMS Archives CHg P1 “Sino-Japanese Relations.”
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Letter from Bishop Curtis. - . T

. :I & '! % o . %
We have had no personal trouble or eerioue danger here St

ﬁt§§ﬁ==5¥$6§$- Alr ‘raids before the occup?thﬂ were all on rallwaye etc.

and all outside occupied areas though there were a few casualties, _»nvf,

L

B but spccklng genrally there vias. no. danger here before the occupation.

A\‘Wlth reference to the occupatlon we had in conference with the local

| /YChlnece Chamber of cOmmerce throu*h our. three (Brltlsh American Trench)
&y

“Ew

Consuls-general apoealed to both armies to spare Nangchow on account of
its CUltUéal (?) essociatlons euc.Jzés 91) aerlal and artlllery bomblng.r
(2) street flghtlng (3) 1ncendlarlsm.‘ We could‘of course only lee ﬁ“; ey
vague assurances that the Chlneee forces would really asclst but all

was somehow 89 arranaedjeno We'were spared all these thlan and the~
Chlnese retlred round the 01ty and to the oLher 51de of the rlver and
Ilangchow was ocoupled without any slgn of r651stance. Our hooe was +hat.__f
this would meen a peaceful occupatlon and a. contlnuence of normal ‘-“
living after a day or So’ﬁ but ggggg after the occupation we forelgners'

Tiere necesaarj factors—in safe-guardlng 1n Fed Crose RefuLes numbers o;

women and chlldren rhlch now 2 months aftcr are- stlll about

pa .
pﬁi; in number. Tor weeks We had over 20 000 although fcr the biqger

>

half of our populatlon had evacuqted oefore the occupation. It wust
was a facn that only in these places could these refugees live. We

had 2 certein amount- of trouble but not a very great deal 1n protectlnﬂf

thece refugees. They were all in forelgn property protectcd by Rcd



e
<

‘live tlrough rhatever came, a- blgger rlsk than re kner beforehand for,~.a

P ..2.-

Cross, roreign ;lags, Consular notices, Mllltary Police notices’ etc. etc.
'We foreigners were 1ooked after -

5 GRER ,}q.-»-'w‘nl-:

and the people in31de vere kept safe.

though ‘there were three- cases of assqult by drunRen °r other soldlery

and &t any time for a few weeks there was danger from drunken or other 7 ew
!

soldiers uncontrolled all over the town:: not one house or shop was

left untouched 1n the whole townf so that -even now “when order Prev&llﬂ U

'over a large portlon of the town no shops can be- open as there are no |

'stocks. and many people nave only the walls of thelr houses and ow1ng
to very many large but not necessarlly 1ntentlonal Ilres many hqve notr._y ﬁ

el
even Walls - end many quarters of the 01ty are only safesh for men.'l ' -

Ve were taklng a rlsk when’ we declded that the Hospltal would try to RN

our Chlnese nurses etc. etc. but by the good hand of our Cod uoon us

we have been the one. spot of ordered 11fe 1n a dlstracﬂEd c1ty and all e
thls reiugee work etc. under God largely depended on the fact that our

¢.2.S. Hospital gave a foothold of securlty to the c1ty - our 01ty iather.

11ved wlth us through the occupatlon. The A P C- men and Postal

and the Red Cross meetlngsare all held’;

A

Comm1551oner are stlll w1th us,

Our’ Chlrese nurses were ﬂplendld - some of course .ere baxen awoy

here.
by rizhtly nervous parents, a few left of thelr own feur, but the blg

mejority dug in and corricd on splendldly,and when' we- took | m@u the

Provincial Government’s requeet when theyhad tc leave)a few hundred
seriously wounded ¢ hinere soldlers (w1th 2 staff to 100f qiter them
which faded before the oc: upatlo ) ve were relnforeed hy the evecumted

staff of the eth. Epis. [South) UWospital from chhow 70 miles north of

us, which csme as a feirly complete unit eond took over.o The Prov151onal

AN

i,cuthorlties also provided cesh for this Hosoltal for three. montho and

€ .
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f that'has,been our éalvétioﬁ$ go thaot we are all full of thankfulness to
God\for-His care over ustduring what might,have been a dreadful time.
How'aé ocoupied terrltory we have many pinpricks tut nothing serious.’

No post, no papers singce Dec. 17th,A but we hear the news (only a gap Of

11 deys when we had no current) I am qulte cut off from the Diocese,

_three fourthgof'it is across the river I am with Reuben fad and half

‘"anasneh, and don't know how even they are, as they have bes 2 fought
L]

over back cnd forth (1 €. the three parlshea thls side . of the rlger )
Ea@ the 01ty the re51due of our S.K.H. people made a Chrlstlﬂn v1llage

of one of our schools (Hary Vanghan) and lived ﬁhere in- comnaratlve

_peace'under Taylor., Hiss WOods had another peeceful set of comwunitles

under her care. Uiss Houle 5 house, our city Church her own premises
and. another forelgn house all nearly adgacent made up anothel ordered
place with klrdergarten, nrlmary and Junlor middle school Cl&SBEo ell
the time: and women's classes too,m eff w1th the chapeau' I have ‘done
all sorts of odd. Jobs - banker, treasurer, escorter of bands of women: ﬁ
and chlldren from homes to refuges._eqcort on truck or ambulﬁnce or car
for coal wood rlce, patlents etc from nlace to place.,nlght—watchman
when necessary: delaverer of mllx _and daily visiter- oi our other xxg
centres - Tiss Woods' and Taylor 8 - when tlmes were bad to see thdt
all waso mell &here as 1t always was.' Fet '
Foapltal ouay,especially o3 the women 1n refugoehcéﬁps came in
{for babies = never 8o many in the hlstory of the Hospltﬂl eighty
women” in vhere we generally had 19 or 121 and a demand'@?;baby clothes
etc. etc. but all our wantﬂ have been supplied and now we feel we are
over the worst. Some Ame: ‘icans have benn allowed to g0 to Shunghal, bvt

Tritish shares are low prgkem. I hope to try«for beloase for-Eaater

L W Bt o srostmeachUiastiinn B s s s

ot

e
ae
~
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for Shanghai and then v181t the rest_ of the dloceee but Prq&em.I am '\\\x
more useful here I thlnk We thlnk contlnually of you all, 8O many of .
‘our dloceses are. dlrectly affected N. Ghlna, Shantung, Honan, K1angeu,
Cheklang,>Anklng and others partly Shensl, Hongkong, Hankow, KMangsl-
Hunan, and Fuklen a little only. 3zechuan really out of it and raids go .
there]and after Hankow w111 do so\lncrea31ng1y, and the end 1s not yet. .

Well that 1s somethlng of what hanpened.} Cheklang k Nlngno has a“
been mostly evacuated of 1ts inhabltante but’ the Church work goes on. o

for the remnant. Our ladles from there and:?%ichow have been worklng .

hard in Shanghal rexugee camps elnce mld.November - hav1ng been very ' c
reluctantly evacuated (on thelr nart) on the adv1ce of the local ) %
beonle.> v’e were cut off and could only 1eave them to act with fhe ~l

other local mlselonarles and they sent all Women to Shanghal

I h-wpe we may hear of all the dloceses sometlme but so faf we ,e
have had no papers 51nce Dec. l?th._ A couple of Shanvhal Newele*ters
ceme by hand w1th your lette#:; returnﬁﬁg of qzn from Shangha A

Rest w1shes to all frlends in N’ Chlna . We go on ln hope of

A

a better day.
| Yours_very'sincereiy;

hY

thn;CUrtis.

m’sh;,p_, - - 1z




Annual Report from Bishop John Curtis, July 26, 1938 and
Acknowledgement, October 31, 1938

We then reproduce two annual reports from the summer of 1938. The first, from Bishop Curtis,
is poorly copied and difficult to read. It passes over the harsh realities of occupation with
references to “the lion’s den” and the “burning fiery furnace” and focuses instead on how
conditions had improved with the “restoration of order” and how the work of the mission — both
its hospital and its congregations - was “wonderfully preserved” from “the many dangers of the
occupied time, especially the first two months”. The tone of this report elicited an arch
acknowledgement from Barclay in late October, noting that Curtis, along with others on the spot,
preferred not to talk about “the bad side of things.”

Source: CMS Archives Section 1: East Asian Missions, Part 20/Reel 440.
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your Annual Letter (dealing with the year ending June 30) not later than August 31

nd on the Annual Letter to give such an account of the individual missionary’s work, and such

a view of the Mission and of the conditions in which the work is carried on, as shall mrply the
y's *“ Story of the Year,"” the General Review, the official historical

recory, and for articles and paragraphs in our magazines and in the Church press.

hen any of the work referred to in the course of your letter is new, please state the fact plainly,

in the case of a new station or out-station indicate where it s situated,

All native names should be written in English block

It Please mark clearly any part of your
letter n
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Sl G ' - 3lst October 1938
~ Dear Bishop Curtig, .~ - ' - | }
pel.od have received your lebter of ths 14th inst about Nrd..
© §ooduin énd ohildren salling for: Shanghai, and aw tringlng . -
-thig ‘matter - ‘before the Fear East Committee to=morrow. - .. TR
i May-I.take this opportunity of acknowledglng,. snd thanking

-you L£or;.. your very fimwres;ti_hgﬂ'Annualz;,;,etter'.; . It 1s wonderful =
- what God .has.enabled-all Of",'yjouj';gdc’dl‘r‘.gé'ople}r—iin‘THahgohdw._;’;.o -stand -
Sup- to,g;.azidi‘.‘t_'oy;carr'.yi,ttm‘ough','“g fOl"*inm’-‘-’-E‘ff‘.i;TI‘_uJ.Y:‘thef[G_ood Hand of
God has been Upon you.. I notice; not for-the first time; bhat:
 you prefer not to tell:of" the bad sldg of things. - It 48 . -
“ curiousphowfwaﬂhavejhsard1qu¢h3a;lgtyiﬁ;miéSibnaryﬁcipéleach:35_
~what heppened if Nanling;' ‘but nobody iii Hangehow has déseribed .
- the bad Bidegbffthiﬁgskrﬁf?erhdﬁsbitgis%QSfﬁall;fobjusfnaﬁftdisf %
lmow, end I.-darssey well 'f;,o.r{”'ffogz'.l-’l"qt3‘?ﬁ'l't_b7,_,1?-ave'ffle"b_'Out".“bhe"'-fact,s; o

And goit, ag.an-old friernd of: Japan,.I:’ do 'sometimes feel- that T.
BhOuld&like*toiknowﬁthéfW¢f§%éﬂéﬁﬁerhaDSZifFWeESée:YOuglﬁ<Ehg1anﬂt
~after the Madras Gonference 'we. shall be.able 'to talk:it all-over:.
' ‘f&‘COI ' to'face" 3 s 5 f"f:' '-”::.._ om0 G ;42‘_'.-.73_‘_";. ‘ T W v

i
AT KA Y

RIS ‘_'.‘ -
M 3

i’ i
of v
v

The Rts Rev. Blghop Quetls, - .~
: Intornational-Missionaryncolfergnge,.'



Annual Report from Rev. W.R.O. Taylor, August 17, 1938

W.R.O. Taylor composed his annual report in August, happily on a typewriter and thus legible.
Aside from personal information about his family and travels, the bulk of the letter focuses on
activities in the fall of 1937 — efforts to carry on in spite of the war and then preparations for the
occupation, which came “peacefully”. But about what followed the Japanese arrival — “a great
trial to us all” — he says little — “I haven’t left room, and it would not be advisable to go into
details” — thus bearing out Barclay’s comment about the tendency to avoid the ugly bits.

CMS Archives Section 1: East Asian Missions, Part 20/Reel 442.
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P‘Iése post your Annual Letter (dealing with the year ending Junc 30) not later than Avgast 3l

We depend on the Annual Letter to give such an account of the individual i )
missionary” ,
a general view of the Mission and of the conditions i which the work is cnrric;l:n??s ‘::a‘:;l;nn;lli;g;];
information needed' for the Socidty’s * Story of the Year,” the General Review, the officlal historical
- record, and for articles and paragraphs in our magazines and In the Church press.

, :
# When any of the work referred to in the course of your let i
3 ter is new, please state tho fact plainl
and In the case of a new station ar out-station lndicat!: whera it is :Itu;t'::d. Ca

All native names should be written in English block capitals. Pleass mark cle rly'an] part of your
letter which Is not for publication, f AT p7379
I

, ) [/
ﬁj,m o 0. /?'.O'.’ Farngellowr CHEFOQ, N. China:

Aoy

~ During the past year one's mind has boon taken ontiroly

™ up ¥lth this most rogrettable war of Japan on China. Whon 1t started
near Peking on the 7th July, 1937, it aoemod far off and as 1f it
would not affect us in Chekiang, But ovents movod awiftly and war
cane again to Shanghal on August 13th.  Wo wore on holiday at Chofoo
and 1t became ovident that I could not return to' Hangohow oaaily,
and only by avoiding Shanghal. .I omontually travellod with Mr
Thompson of the C.I,M. in Taichow distriot. Wo loft here on Aug. 30
by ship to Tsingtau, then train to Tainan, whore wo changed to the
Pukow-Nanking trpin. Thore wo apont a night and took train noxt day
via Joochow' and Kashing to Hangchow, having spent five days on tho way -~
having had no war experionoces. heyond Anconvaniences,. such as shortago

" of food, lights off, etc. My wife was to.remain in Chofoo, the two
children going to school as usuml, and to come back homo: viz Shanghal
"as soon as possible,” We little’' thought she would be hore the whola
year: I was vory glad to be back safoly and without mors dolay, as I
hed been -appointed Acting Ssoretary during Mr Bird's absonco on fur- .
lough, and naturally felt ‘I ought .to:bs back "in: the Mission."

g Golng baok a 1little, I would lilko to montion ono or two
things that happoned beforo I went on hsliday. St. Faith's 3chool,
in chargo of our dear Hlga J, F. Houlo, olosed very happily on July
lat. Also Mary Vaughnn .3chool and: the parish Primary 3chool, also
called St. Folth'sm. This was before hostllities had broken our,
though on the night of July 6th. the Ghinoso stagod a mosck night
raid over tho oity- %ho "VAry light" illuminations were particularly
boautiful, and I thought one such light showm on' Chriatmaa Evo would
be an appropriate astting for Xmao!:’ Later .on, rhen wo had Japanesc
raids throughout tho autumn,  no such lighte woro shown, though thore
woro moonlight, raida, -{I-winh particularly to stato that in Hongohow
the oivilian parta of the city mere KOT bombed.)

An July 10th a'Chinepo 1lady, Mips Holen Chong, arrivod with
pomo friends from Fooshow,  to bo ‘tho now Principal of Uary Vaughan
Schhol. A Yolcome :for her took place in -our gardon, and wo wore
hardly deprasased  with tho war-clouds that-had gathored up north, ul

. &hen -the now- torm bogan it bocamae .obvioun .that sho would have to faco
continual discouragemont, -such as all schools,govornment nnd privecto,
faced .last autuon, - Tho girla had to scatter during Hovombor and Miac
Chong and: othorg loft for IMochow on tho 23rd, Our Hangohow Sohools
‘ag thoy oxisted up till :thon,  have not boon ro-opencd; but we havo
boen onablod - undor Uiss Wooda' inaspiring loadorship - to continuc
vorizs for childron and young .paople throughout the yoar and right on
into the suzmnor. = o ’

_ Wo_nlao wolacaod back from Palting I §. D. Wu of tho YUCA
and farawalled Ur D, K, Dong, its Gonoral Joorotary, who waz to go
to Amoriea. Thogo mon aroc both valuablo membors of our Ghurch,

On July Sth I paid ny last proaching visit to tho prison, in cempany
with gocao Chinoaso workorg and lr Millin of tho C.I.UY. This work wan
not pormitted in tho outumn, and tho Driasonorg havo slinee acadicred.



T e TR I S Frt i e

2o~ - - 1 havo mentioned our holiday in CHEFOD. On Ausiust i7 .- . ©
.~ 7aftor tho Shanghal war had begun, I rgéélvdd & 261&;3&3“%?3;'{: it SRaLE
. .- Blahop Curtis saying "Adviso romain." I took this %o mean thet T. . - -
j -g,nhqulq«nqg try to return via Shanghai,. Aftor namo‘a§y§°§§ﬁ§3§§ ;. ot B
. I.was 'able to ' arrange the Journey whicéh I have mdntioned. ‘Reach- -
ing Hangchow on Sep. 3rd, tha very next day wo mot a 1argé7pértyf'f, %
. .0f some 70 peopla, who had boen on holiday at MOXKAWIAN, and whom
. the Govornmont -Chlnese- had arranged tranaport for, to go to . .
©.'Shanghal ¥ia-Ningpo, travolling thero by bus and steanmor. .They = -
~arrived Ningpo late that night, but one of the busses ovorturned -
- after dark. . Fortunately no one was hurt with one exception: -
- Mr Falrclough - & vory active and loved sonior C,.I.M. missfondry - = =
had his shoulder dlslovated. It was sot in Ningpo and aftor a. short -
time‘hervau‘runnins round-on his eycle littls the worse! . L

' Schools were running as well 'as they could, and on Sop, -

. 1l4th'a class of Hursos graduated at “'thp:,r{oapi{al; " The Huraing ? (e,
School has continuod 1ts work over sinoo-under its Chinese Prin- - . & °

- oipal. Early in September, evidence of the war came-to.us when'
a large numbar of woundod soldiers wore saent in and took updrac-. ...
tlcally all the mon s accommodation, Though many woro badly -~ ... ° .

~wounded, othors wore-comparativoly plight, and after a.fow waoks - - . .

ost ‘of *thon ‘wore woll ‘enough-to’ bo gont- to tho . WUHU war area. . . =
It wam a great opportunity for us all, &nd by Dp Sturton's invis .
tation, I and the pastor .and othars did personal work among them - = -

o and found tholr hoarts wohderfully prapared to recoive tho Measige.

v We believo tha¥ many belisved in'Chrikat, ‘though they did -not stay. °
- long ‘enough ‘to be ‘taken' 1nto ‘Church mombership in -the usual way. =
Miss Woods' children also viaitod.the wards,” and tho soldiera’ .
;hearthavarq'touchéa~at,thaflltthibnenﬂ‘brfontagtofohOOr,;ham.,}.- B
" They -did thia "for thoir country," aund- with a Christ-1ike spirit .= -

" of love and service, . - T T el Rty Rt s Slns S

B * . Prom  this time on'every day(and all we did)was "colourod" - = .
- by '‘some agpect ef thy war;: Soon:afl gotting hotte .I"hsard my ~ -~ = -0
“firat alr-raid alarms,-. Hooters:(sir oing first to donownce. . .
" planea coming, next =:overhead, snd: “-i'all ‘cleari - As weeks' | .
- wont by we expaected thege almost daily (when: fine):though-ware. =~ ey
.apared on wet days) aznd- sometime 70 or threeitlnes -a day.: Some-. - ..
~ tines ‘the, planes did not arrive! went:elsovhera; After & week: . . . ..
© . or g0, thought it wag evident it” the  Japansse had no intentlon -
© of.-bonbing.tho clity. It was' cany tolbee. fromimy -housv, which 15 -

. very near-its contre,:that the.o Jbbtquﬁﬁharéfthg?airnf&éid,gf;véf

niles to tho morth; the railway works,:abouti the samo to the south;
o nndtaannan:Endtural?ithafutatﬁon,ﬁutiloaétva-miloﬂ;roque;‘aud oc;; .
? ;"cnbtpnﬁllv*othav'placéevw;thﬁsqhnjgor;:qr:¥m11$§9r3‘s;gniringnca;--;,

' - 7nb popilated partsof: the’ city were apared bombs, though wo hoard . .- -
..t bullets mnd -shrapnol’ bits: falling on”to'varicus Tobfs.’ Nothlng... . -
.. of the kind hotroval 'foll monr any of @ur Mispilou hounen,” Any in= .-.°.

5, o f‘hbﬁvénion%eﬁ‘ﬁb5rerﬁ?ﬁ655*ﬁue!wo:§§é_pprnzngg“““iydfahzlgroq‘hadftp,l K
.;{a:»¢ékoff5tdchbuﬁg¥;b%9*d}hbzhiﬁ;;ﬁﬁasrpraaupinsg;agchnvpp@canSunday1,ai %
U pornihg while: g rald Wab’ pnjiiend ifoundsthe’ ulzont difficulty da o oo
- geing -on wilh' tie ‘gerion! »Ode ‘Sunday hight I wac to praach at tho

S\ Hogpital, but’s raldoamo-‘and 1ights woro tuinad‘off Just beforo the

7. ‘gormon,”and ALl T3lod" but Boxtholw wanday ot L

. yiu

e BT T é_ait"'”11¢of1§§u0d;1nbtruot}onr;to;allrhoune-ho}dgcs'»
b Bohb‘ais,‘?'-‘og'-‘."tha{* §§1‘.‘:_s_wmftqv§uh‘qdeWa}l’gf worg - to by fslérkgmé‘n i
2. ‘Rpgidbs bolug' o’ dditional ‘oxpohsg, o :folt this was a SeRRecsiE . o
.7 moapyre,s (though won ,f!ior'?._»’&1}-0}166.{;1'0‘.‘".OSO.!‘.O}_-89;9.1“.'4;ﬁl,‘f%.iﬂfgiﬁ., digerotion.
S o iphaAos o grayts: Dug~outa, 1ightly govorod;iwera also to be o i
R AG.oo thut yooploiicould ssitiboloy o, lovol ofitho greunt. THOy [

L pererin mo -npnso (bogbsproof, ., but peoplko goonod o fopl Tafoy: in thom, .
S lan@ pishoosiAnsohoolp wAth-their tonshorp 6omotings pReat Loury B
' dpgan thod. . I signty in omoo -foritho.peke.of oxaczial (X6 IA0 O .
L WY g draty b mad ool Lo a7 outays oTorucgd Jaddl LAt Bt

S b sparefsond cut [down gozme_ troed’ | A good.-Bod O
‘ wrﬁupsigbkiug*aftdﬁ¢1h9501%hiﬁgs;:;A'norgapvnﬁtiﬁﬁlvfggggzgﬁiﬁﬁvt?géed A X
.. prer frow our gonsulats te oupply maps of thoicity with, our BoF7OR. o
ri‘}V*ﬁgrkea;p'hibh‘wanioabbfnllgpdgnc,:vnapaioﬁs;ha.prqmipcodfzgtga,;;q,f{ o
ol Eihatanly cupplitd with-otatidns’ parked tandychunchen’ in Yor of large - -
"rff‘:uﬁ@gy;thagﬁdhpitbl*sgsfugqgiﬁanagqﬁj;4{99¢h“d.9\9??a?gpy:.;‘, et L
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flago made, Unlon Jacks and ﬂﬁdﬁﬁ%aau. Alpo noss large tin flugs
{pnintéd) which wore placed on roofs facing .the oky, nnd could no
doubt be goon by planon, Yo alpo laid in pilles of annd no protoca
tion pgalnat firo, .

_ As Dacombor drlbw noar, thoro wero plens that the invading
army nlght. como ln our dirsction. The posoibility of ovicuntiun
wag congldorad bdfore oxits woro blocked; nocousary provision for
rofugoes, romon avd childron enpecinlly, wan plannod; gomo schoaln
moved enbloc up country, Mary Vaughan shought at ons timo of roving
to WANDDAA WANG-DZA, but thio was not dome, A Chinono gchool, moving
to Donglu, ankoed to.borrow, or ront, our misaglon houge thoras, o
agvoegﬁo this under..condltions, but it was nover po uavd, }ows cnmo
that tho Chinese had given up Chapel (round Shanghei). Kokhing (half
way from Shanghai) fell on Nov. 17. Thore was muoh moving of traffic
at night. Shopa wore cloasing and moving awny., Rumours that the
"Japanego were noar". causod much anxioty, A .puro sign that fighting
was comlgg nearor was the coming in of a large numbor of wounded mon,
only tho severest.cases boing sent to our hoanpital this timo., (This
story has beon told by Bighop Curtin in tho Rooord,) It wap o most
solomnfhing to seo those kakkx poor men lying in rows, awathed in
baddages and without a movement apd hafdly a groan. Passiung round a
ward, for days one folt 1t was hardly posalble to say o word to many
- they wero too 111, But it is wondorful how they, many of "thom,
slowly responded to love and skilled troatment. Work has boon done
among them with much ‘encouragement,. and in May and June, the Chinesc
Hospitil chapladn was preparing. for bgpism some 60 of them.

On November 23rd Miss Purohad 'gnd Miss North left for New
JRealand by one of ‘the ldat trains loaving Hangchow for Ningpo, crog-
sing the great new bridge on,,,opon&tggJtraftic,on400tobor 10th.
With them were, a large Yumbor of refugeces, indgiuding many of our
la3len, - aot Hospital Afpters" - whom 4t was thought ghould ovacuate.
On thé 29th a Committog Was'organized representipg varlous local
- institutions, .Thristian .ghd:other, .to.be. the Yoéal branch of the
International; Red Cross.”..During the following days wo were all
buay at our Yoocal centres arrauging promises to take in rofugees,
whon tue time should como for-this..  Apart from this Committee
sonte--prominent -membere of the ;comnunity had approached tho two
opposing authorlties, .and .an.understanding was reached which was
to.sa¥e the city from'sholling, street-fighting and fire. Ueanvhile
a number of our ¢hurchﬁ§§miliaﬁﬁﬁgdibaep'§0ving:aouthfb£a§h9 river,
dnto torritery which 4t yas: hopod. would® remain under Chinesd control.
Our two local clergy had taken their familios 'away, but much to our
joy tho two men themselyog returned to HangcHow ‘on'Dec. 9th, and
their presence has meaul s groat.doal to'ug all from that . time on.

Y60 YEd Yoha. 40 batched:’ Spadmodic

boT e Mﬁil;bontinué omohow- 19 .come. in batches. ' Spasm

ralds continued. On tha*L4th £t wgs “tHought tho Japanoss would be
here "in five-days,” /Thore was’ anxioty' boocause tho numbers of for-
eigners had been reduced, "go there would not be enough to go round
the VArious'rofnges;":‘It;vasfunderstood~that*od1y wopien ‘and childron
could be admitted. I don_t think I have mentloned that a numbor of
our ‘omn Church people had boén:given rafuge in the Mary Vaughan school
building and .some of our othor houses.. Thias:had .boon'arranged by tha
Pagtor and tha—BiBhop;.au@-ﬁurnedicut to be an advantage both to the
people,andﬁﬁég,chu,slrdaa,ndﬁéior‘pur,pulldinga'wano laoft anpty.

On. the 17tH,%d mat -to.mako 'Thristnad.arrangements!’ Noxt day heavy
guns woro-hoard:and during. the-following-days. .Somo. big oxdlosions
woro -hoard, oarly in. the morming of  the 23rd, ono belng the olectricity
works. -Fronm:thon 4111 Jan, 3 .wa bitrned .candles and used’.oll, - not
such a long wnit condldering,”. Looting.by.the Chinebe took place thase
tvo days.  But on Christmap.Evo, tho Blshop and.lr Fairclough kindly
callod to tell us that.tho Japanese had at last arrived, .aud the city

" had boon poacofully takon ovor! , .
; . ~ This waps 8. ¥ory groot. rollef, though.our troublos; woro not
- to.ond.yot. -Tho-last weel,pf tho year.was, vory.critical and e groat
<trial to us.all.. I'havon.t loft roon,. and it would not bo, zdvisabloe
- to-go -into.dotails, . Thoso may. bo gathored olsovhoro.. Suffce it te
- say that .withi hardly, an.oxceptipn,,our Christian familios sufforcd
loss and damage. to their puopbérty, ocarried out by both Chineso znd
Japanese. 1 am surs they have loarnt vory nuhh of GOD'S ways, pnl
of His will and purposc for then oach cne, and for lip Church,



i}
P

s Sion o thox. hava-cacy uni.]

-

Zonloy SWen,

The agdd and retircd Hospital Chaplain,,over 70, died
cn Deceadbor 3lat after a short Allnoass, thankful that he had
besn nspared tho fiory trial Jjunst eheed. Soldiers werc bllloted
in ocur quarter of the city, in nany of the houscs for sono woeks,
tut there was a novement to othar quabters bofero mid-January,
and later, I an thankful to say, our streots booano much quieotor
and tho poople bogan to take tho suttlation calmly and sottle down-
to.such work as they could do, and enrn their broad as, beat thoy
oight, sometimes in undesirable ways, - though one could hardly
blame them. 1In the ¥ary Vaughin Compound wo had at first somo
300 refugees. 200 of thoso wont home at Chinose How Tear at the
end of January. Our om Christian poople were not given a fixed
tine to leave, but: were encouraged to go ms soon as they could
nake arnrangements,  When T left lant month to come to Chofoo,
there wore atill about 20 people left, but they woro all ar-
ranging to go home by tho end of this month,

As with the wounded soldiers, having refugoes on our
hands was a marvellous opportunity to give ‘them tho Goopel, both
by word and deecd. We prayed much for ourselves and tho people
with us, and tlibugh much of tho goed has. fallen on unprepared
ground, we havep boon rewarded by much that has borne. frult.

Yo hed.a dally mootinz; fanily prayors roally;. aud woro fortunate
in having soveral pagtars, olders and ovangelists of our own and -
other Ghurches with us, so tHat the outsiders found, thoe preson-
tation of ‘the Mospage nlways fresh, Thooo interostcd woro en-
Tolled as ouquirers and qooinlly‘tausht. and on Poalm Sunday the
Pastor {(after caroful. tosting) adnitted 40 qo. patochumens. On
rastor Sunday, somo who woro leaving for Shanghal were taptlsed
and confirmed tho saze day; but 24 wore ba?tisod in the middle ol
Yay and contirned,onvﬁpgxaunpr. Laug Doo!l .

A5 Ve n R ..

Our; Church gork hag continuyod with roal bdlegsing, the
Church baing vory full,‘largely it 2% truo with womon ahd girls
in charge .of JUips Woods, while porhtpa ntopt of cur Christlans
had gonc in [god time to ‘the opuntry cnd are goattcrod in dif-
fercnt plagass ' A fow found thalr wiy ‘back to Hangohosw after
consideorablg ‘suffering, dbut "invo ‘s wondorfulwgtory of God's
presence and delivering powery' . .

i It is only fair to: any that the above conditlons and
events havo quito monopoliscd‘ny atfdntion and time, ‘to tho
gravg ignoringad porhaps nogloat of {nportant dutios that I
should .havo attendod to. as ‘Acting Socratary. I am indced vory
sorry .for thia. As.I have bgén through my diary in proparation
for this lettor, I can goo that 1t han boen a yoar of groat strain,
Thoro ‘aré many .thinga ,that I ,oanno€'toll in a lotter 1like this,
which have takon up ono's ‘tino and otrongth, and mocomed to leave
1ittlo inclination .or rioanvo .cnorsy .to give to .the wider noeds

‘and problens of thd Migolanm fa gyvioles ~Things ‘have had atten-

: "tid?éj’.l;:i od ‘gravely.to livo up
to.ny'gobﬁiintenflonn”or‘d'year;ggoi20ppedfﬁily“in tho natter
of .correspondonce. . . . .. . T

' Last autumm I wap.able to.visit Shaohsing, and make
‘tro.visits to Chuki, but not ~as I had hoped - to Donglu. VWhon
the Japancso came in to Hangchow, three of our ladios woro sot-
. tled into YVangdzan. .As we lparned lator, thoy speni somo timo .
thorq in conmrative poace, hefore. heing evacuated to Shanghai, s
I:felt tho nood of visiting and holping’ thom; and tho Bishop ISenchaur

hd H

' wadanxiois to sond o sdlith of’qur river t6-takae Hia greotings

“.that I was ynable,te.nécure a papa’ to,do 'thil| frofi’ the -guthoritios.
An_tige wopt om;. wo looked  formard tq NP"Bird p'retirn, renlizing

.{o tho pariphgs,: But 1t was gggioﬁt,géiof and 'KumiYiatiofi“to mo

", that ko ypuld pg.hb;c.tq'go_tqulﬁégq‘ypg@ Shanghat; "and thus koos

in touch with our work south'of the river, "I am no%’in’ Chofoo

.gnd loave in two days for Shanghail whoro, tho' Bishop'a inastructions
or porhaps Wwait in Shanghai’tiil Ur' Bird"rbiurns. I am thankful
to pay my wife and chld.on aro woll hore, "Vo have disciinscd the

. ..axelt ©p, whother to roturn at onco @o,angghow,Agr go to Ningpo

. .pituation.nnd_haye.docided that sho hnd botter atay horo till

~4ko, evd’of. this. gutu=n,_tern, thon domo to’ Shangha}_with tho chil-

. firen. .After.the long bolidayn,, at tho ond $f Janupry, 'thoy can
thon return. to.Chofoo and fiy wife,cono, back, to Hangohowr,D.V.



