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I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i t  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p l a c e  

l a b e l s  on i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s .  The s c h o l a r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

i n  A m e r ic a  c a r r i e s  a much d i f f e r e n t  c o n n o t a t i o n  t h a n  in  many 

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  To many t h e  t e r m  s c h o l a r  r e p r e s e n t s  a 

1 e a r n e d  p e r s o n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  ac a d e m ic  s t u d y .  B u t  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h e r e  i s  no s i n g l e  d e f i n i t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r m  

" s c h o l a r , "  r a t h e r , A m e r ic a n s  d e f i n e  t h e  t e r m  more l o o s e l y  

th a n  E u r o p e a n s .  Eu ro pe  had a lo n g  s t a n d i n g  aca d em ic  and  

s c h o l a r l y  t r a d i t i o n ,  u n l i k e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  

A m e r ic a  v i e w s  t h e  t e r m  s c h o l a r  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  E u r o p e a n s .  

The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r ,  t h u s ,  i s  u n i q u e  f o r  h e / s h e  has  

d e v e lo p e d  u n d e r  much d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The A m e r ic a n  

S c h o l a r  i s  a p r o d u c t  Gf h i s / h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a 

p r o d u c t  o f  a c l a s s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n .

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  has  f o s t e r e d  a l e s s  f o r m a l  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  t h e  t e r m  s c h o l a r .  To many A m e r i c a n s ,  t h e  s c h o l a r  i s  n o t  

s i m p l y  a bookworm. One p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  

t h e  s c h o l a r  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  w e l l - r o u n d e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  The  

w e l l - r o u n d e d  i n d i v i d u a l  in  A m e r ic a  c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e  u se  o f  

i n f o r m a l  and f o r m a l  1 e a r n e d  b e h a v i o r s  in  o r d e r  t G  be a 

" c o m p le t e "  p e r s o n .  The " c o m p le t e "  p e rs o n  must be d i v e r s e ,  

a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  many d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  T h i s  " c o m p l e t e "  

p e rs o n  o r  s c h o l a r  can o n l y  come a b o u t  a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of  

t h e  j o i n t  p r o c e s s  o f  i n f o r m a l / " h a n d s - o n "  and fo r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n .  Such a p erso n  i s  a b l e  t o  c o n fo r m  t o  many 

d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  H e /s h e  must have  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  1 e a r n



in  t h e  i n f o r m a l  s e t t i n g ,  and must have  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  o b t a i n

kn o w le d g e  f r o m  t h e  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g in g  w o r l d -  T h e r e  i s  no 

do u b t  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a b a s i s  f o r  l e a r n i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  

A m er ican  S c h o l a r  i s  t h a t  p e r s o n  who can a p p l y  what  h e / s h e  

has 1 e a r n e d . The s c h o l a r  must use  t h e  hands  as wel 1 as  t h e  

m in d .  A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  what  i s  l e a r n e d  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  

making o f  t h e  A m er ican  S c h o l a r .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  H e n r y  D a v id  

T h o re a u  s t a t e s ,  in  W a l d e n .

I  w is h e d  a boy t o  know s o m e th in g  a b o u t  t h e  
a r t s  and s c i e n c e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I  w ould  n o t  
p u r s u e  t h e  common c o u r s e ,  w h ich  i s  m e r e l y  t o  
send him i n t o  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  some p r o f e s s o r ,  
w here  a n y t h i n g  i s  p r o f e s s e d  and p r a c t i c e d  b u t  
t h e  a r t  o f  l i f e ; — t o  s u r v e y  t h e  w o r ld  t h r o u g h  
a t e l e s c o p e  o r  a m i c r o s c o p e ,  and n e v e r  w i t h  t h e  
n a t u r a l  e y e ;  t o  s t u d y  c h e m i s t r y ,  and n o t  t o  l e a r n  
how h i s  b r e a d  i s  made, o r  m e c h a n ic s ,  and n o t  l e a r n  
how i t  i s  e a r n e d ;  t o  d i s c o v e r  new s a t e l l i t e s  t o  
N e p tu n e ,  and n o t  d e t e c t  t h e  m otes  i n  h i s  e y e s ,  Dr  
t o  what  vagabond he i s  a s a t e l l i t e  h i m s e l f ;  o r  t o  
be d e v o u re d  by t h e  m o n s te r s  in  a d ro p  o f  v i n e g a r .  
Which would  h a v e  advanced  t h e  most a t  t h e  end o f  
a m o n t h , — t h e  boy who had made h i s  own j a c k k n i f e  
f ro m  t h e  o r e  w h ic h  he had dug and s m e l t e d ,  r e a d i n g  
as much as  w ould  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s — o r  t h e  boy  
who had a t t e n d e d  t h e  1e c t u r e s  on m eta l  1u r g y  a t  t h e  
I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  m e a n w h i le ,  and had r e c e i v e d  a 
R o gers  p e n k n i f e  f ro m  h i s  f a t h e r ?  Which w ou ld  be 
most l i k e l y  t o  c u t  h i s  f i n g e r s ? . . .To my a s t o n i s h ­
ment I  was in f o r m e d  on l e a v i n g  c o l l e g e  t h a t  I  had 
s t u d i e d  n a v i g a t i o n ! — why,  i f  I  had t a k e n  one t u r n  
down t h e  h a r b o r  I  s h o u ld  have  known more a b o u t  i t .  
Even t h e  p o o r  s t u d e n t  s t u d i e s  and i s  t a u g h t  o n l y  
p o l i t i c a l  economy,  w h i l e  t h a t  economy o f  l i v i n g  
which  i s  synonymous w i t h  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  n o t  even  
s i n c e r e l y  p r o f e s s e d  in  o u r  c o l l e g e s .  The c o n ­
seq uence s  i s ,  t h a t  w h i l e  he i s  r e a d i n g  Adam S m i t h ,  
R i c a r d o  and S a y ,  he r u n s  h i s  f a t h e r  in  d e b t  i r -  
r e t r i e v a b l e . ( T h o r e a u - M c M i c h a e l , e t  al  p g , 7 2 5 )

As T h o re a u  d e m o n s t r a t e s  in  Wal d e n . t h e  p e rs o n  t h a t  does  n o t  

a p p l y  what  h e / s h e  has  l e a r n e d ,  has n o t  seen t h e  f u l l



p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  The p e r s o n  we 

c a l l  an A m e r ic a n  s c h o l a r  must f i r s t  t h i n k ,  r e a c t ,  th e n  p u t  

h i s / h e r  b e l i e f s  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  a c q u i r e d  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  o f  l i t t l e  u s e .

Formal  e d u c a t i o n  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  A m er ican  S c h o l a r , b u t  one must a l s o  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  i n f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  can and most l i k e l y  w i l l  enh ance  t h e  

l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  Many p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  h i s t o r y  

have  r e c e i v e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  fo rm a l  e d u c a t i o n  and become v e r y  

p r o d u c t i v e  in  o u r  s o c i e t y .  H e n ry  J .  F 'e rk in so n  s t a t e s  i n  h i s  

b o o k , Two Hundred Y e a rs  o f  A m er ican  E d u c a t i o n a l  H i s t o r y .

F r a n k l i n  had a s c a n t  two y e a r s  o f  f o r m a l  s c h o o l ­
ing in  h i s  e n t i r e  1 i f e — a y e a r  in  t h e  B oston  L a t i n  
school  , and a n o t h e r  u n d e r  t h e  t u t e l a g e  o f  a 
s c r i v e n e r ,  one M r .  G eorge  B r o w n e l l  , who t a u g h t  him  
t o  w r i t e ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  t e a c h  him a r i t h m e t i c .  The  
r e s t  of  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  F r a n k l i n  s e c u r e d  on h i s  own,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b a s i c s :  he t a u g h t  h i m s e l f  t o  r e a d
(he r e p o r t s  he does n o t  remember e v e r  n o t  b e i n g  

a b l e  t o  r e a d ) ;  he t a u g h t  h i m s e l f  f o r e i g n  
1 anguages . . . (F'erk inson  page 6)

A l t h o u g h  B e n ja m in  F r a n k ! i n  had v e r y  l i t t l e  f o r m a l  school  i n g , 

he was a b l e  t o  a p p l y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  he a c q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  

" h a n d s -o n '1 l e a r n i n g  t o  h i s  l i f e  and enh ance  h i s  o v e r a l  1 

a b i l i t i e s .  Gne c a n n o t  deny t h a t  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  n o t  as  

w e l l  i n f o r m e d  and g i f t e d  as F r a n k l i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  one can see  

t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tw een  t h a t  which i s  1 e a r n e d  a t  t h e  fo r m a l  

l e v e l  and t h a t  which i s  a c q u i r e d  in  t h e  i n f o r m a l  s e t t i n g .



A n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  how F r a n k l i n  was a b l e  t o  a p p l y  what  

he had l e a r n e d  i n  a p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e  can be seen when he  

a c q u i r e d  books -for h i s  own f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n .

One o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  F r a n k l i n  had e n c o u n t e r e d  
i n  h i s  s e l f - e d u c a t i o n  was t h e  s e c u r i n g  o f  b o o k s .
As a young b o y ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  r e a d  a l l  t h e  books  in  
h i s  own f a t h e r ' s  1 i b r a r y  he began t o  p u r c h a s e  h i s  
own. He w ould  buy a b o o k ,  r e a d  i t ,  s e l l  i t ,  and  
use t h e  money t o  buy a n o t h e r  b o o k . When he r e a c h ­
ed t h e  age  o f  t w e l v e  h i s  f a t h e r  a p p r e n t i c e d  h im  t o  
h i s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r , a p a i n t e r .  T h i s  opened new 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g e t  b o o k s . ( P e r k i n s o n  page  8)

F r a n k ! i n  r e a d  a book and s o l d  i t  t o  buy a n o t h e r .  He was 

v e r y  w e l l  e q u ip p e d  t o  h a n d l e  t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s  w here  

s o - c a l l e d  bookworms would  h a v e  f a i l e d .  I n s t e a d  o f  q u i t t i n g  

when t h i n g s  g o t  d i f f i c u l t ,  F r a n k ! i n  used a l l  o f  h i s  

a b i 1 i t i e s ( t h o s e  he a c q u i r e d  i n f o r m a l l y )  t o  f i n d  a way t o  

p u r c h a s e  new b o o k s .  F r a n k l i n  a g a i n  shows he i s  a s c h o l a r  

when he become an a p p r e n t i c e  t o  a p a i n t e r ,  w h ere  he used t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  as an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  1 e a r n — m aking  t h e  most o f  t h e  

s i t u a t  i o n .

F r a n k l i n  b e l i e v e d  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  way  

t o  be e d u c a t e d .  He t r i e d  t o  d i s p r o v e  t h e  myth t h a t  s t u d y i n g  

t h e  c l a s s i c s  was t h e  o n l y  " r e a l "  e d u c a t i o n  a s t u d e n t  can  

r e c e i v e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,

In  t h e  c o u r s e  of  s t u d i e s  he p ro p o s e d  f o r  t h e  
A cadem y, F r a n k l i n  t r i e d  t o  e x p l o d e  t h e  myth 
t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  L a t i n  cl  a s s i e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  
t h e  o n l y  r e a l  e d u c a t i o n  a school  c o u l d  o f f e r .  
"As t o  t h e i r  STUDIES,  i t  would  be w e l l  i f  t h e y  
c o u l d  be t a u g h t  e v e r y  Th in g  t h a t  i s  u s e f u l  ,



and e v e r y  T h in g  t h a t  i s  o r n a m e n t a l : But  A r t
i s  l o n g ,  and t h e i r  T ime i s  s h o r t -  I t  i s  t h e r e ­
f o r e  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  t h e y  l e a r n  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
a r e  more 1 i k e l y  t o  be most u s e f u l  and most  
o r n a m e n t a l , Regard  b e i n g  had t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  
P r o f e s s i o n s  f o r  w h ich  t h e y  a r e  i n t e n d e d .
( P e r k i n s o n  p ag es  1 0 - 1 1 )

F r a n k l i n  shows how when someone i s  t r a i n e d  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  

p rogram  o f  s t u d y ,  he must t h e n  a p p l y  t h e  1 e a r n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t o  h i s  j o b .  To do t h i s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  must t a k e  t h e  fo r m a l  

book-1  e a r n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t h e n  t r a n s f e r  i t  i n t o  t h e  

common and a p p l y  i t .  I f  an i n d i v i d u a l  can a p p l y  t h e  n e w ly  

a c q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  he has made an a t t e m p t  t o  j o i n  t h e  

i n f o r m a l  " h a n d s -o n "  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a l  l e a r n i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e — t h u s  i s  on t h e  r o a d  t o  becom ing an A m er ican  

S c h o l a r .

Uni i k e  H o ra c e  Mann who once s a i d  " t h e  common sch oo l  i s  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s c o v e r y  e v e r  made by m an . " < P e r k in s o n  page  

5 9 ) ,  R a lp h  Waldo Emerson b e l i e v e d  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  was n o t  

t h e  o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  t o  a c o m p l e t e  e d u c a t i o n .  Emerson  

b e l i e v e d  fo r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  was n o t  e n o u g h ,  r a t h e r ,  he  

b e l i e v e d  a p e rs o n  must a p p l y  what  t h e y  have  1 e a r n e d - 

Emerson shows h i s  b e l i e f  i n  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  a p p l i e d ,  

" h a n d s -o n "  e d u c a t i o n a l  t e c h n i q u e s  when he w r i t e s ,

The d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h a t  we do n o t  make a w o r ld  
o f  o u r  own,  b u t  f a l l  i n t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a l r e a d y  
made, and have  t o  accommodate o u r s e l v e s  t o  them  
t o  be u s e f u l  a t  a l l  , and t h i s  accom m odat ion  i s ,  I 
s a y ,  a l o s s  o f  so much i n t e g r i t y  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
o f  so much p o w e r . (P erk  i n s  page  104)



Emerson goes  on t o  s a y  e d u c a t i o n  must be u s e f u l  and 

" h a n d s -o n "  t o  be o f  any v a l u e  t o  t h e  l e a r n e r .  I n  E m e r s o n 's  

N a t u r e . he s t a t e s  t h a t  n a t u r e  i t s e l f  can be a t o o l  t o  t e a c h .  

F o r  e x a m p le ,  "Our age  i s  r e t r o s p e c t i v e . I t  b u i l d s  t h e  

s e p u l c h e r s  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s .  I t  w r i t e s  b i o g r a p h i e s ,  

h i s t o r i e s ,  and c r i t i c i s m .  The f o r e g o i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  b e h e l d  

6od and n a t u r e  f a c e  t o  f a c e ;  we t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e y e s . “

( P e r k i n s o n  pag e  105)  Emerson d e m o n s t r a t e s  how e d u c a t i o n  

s i m p l y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  good e n o u g h .  A 

p e rs o n  n ee d s  t o  c o n f r o n t  and i n t e r a c t  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  a ro u n d  

h i m .  F o r  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r ,  a l l  kn o w le d g e  must go f ro m  

t h e  i n f o r m a l / " h a n d s - o n " t o  t h e  f o r m a l  and v i c e  v e r s a  in  

o r d e r  t o  be a p p l i e d  by t h e  l e a r n e r .

Emerson a g a i n  shows t h e  r e a d e r  t h e  need t o  be wel 1 

v e r s e d  i n  many l e a r n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  when he w r i t e s ,

The s c h o l a r  i s  t h e  c a u s e ,  n o t  t h e  e f f e c t .  T h i s  
h appens  when t h e  s c h o l a r  t r u s t s  h i m s e l f ,  when he  
a c c e p t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he i s  n o t  s i m p l y  an 
o b s e r v e r ,  a r e a d e r ,  a p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  s c h o l a r  
i s  Man; he i s  Man t h i n k i n g .  F o r  t h e  s c h o l a r ,  s e l f  
t r u s t  i s  e v e r y t h i n g .  He must be f r e e ,  and he must  
be b r a v e .  The d e a f n e s s ,  t h e  s t o n e s - b l i n d  c u s to m ,  
t h e  o v e rg ro w n  e r r o r — a l l  e x i s t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s u f f e r a n c e  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r .  He— i f  he i s  f r e e ,  i f  
he i s  b r a v e ,  i f  he has s e l f - t r u s t — can s h a t t e r  
and d e s t r o y  a l l  i g n o r a n c e .  I t  i s  wrong t o  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  was f i n i s h e d  a lo n g  t i m e  a g o . . .
O n ly  t h e  i g n o r a n t  a d a p t s  t o  t h e  w o r ld s  f o r  t h e  
s c h o l a r ,  f o r  t h e  man t h i n k i n g ,  " t h e  f i r m a m e n t  
f l o w s  b e f o r e  him and t a k e s  i t s  s i g n e t  and f o r m .  
( P e r k i n s o n  pages  1 0 6 - 1 0 7 )

The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  must t r u s t  in  h i m / h e r s e l f  and be b r a v e

when c o n f r o n t i n g  new k n o w le d g e — may i t  be house work o r
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c o l l e g e  w o r k .  The s c h o l a r  must be b r a v e ,  t h e r e f o r e  h e / s h e  

must be w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  b o t h  f o r m a l  and i n f o r m a l  s c h o o l i n g .  

Formal  l e a r n i n g  i s  g o o d ,  b u t  m isused  i t  can be d i s a s t r o u s .

As Emerson s t a t e s  in  The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r , "Books a r e  t h e  

b e s t  o f  t h i n g s ,  w e l l  u s e d ;  a b u s e d ,  among t h e  w o r s t . "  

( M c M i c h a e l , e t  al  page 4 75 )  In  o r d e r  f o r  a p e r s o n  t o  

s u r v i v e  i n  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d ,  one must be d i v e r s e  i n  t h e  u s e  of  

kn o w led g e  h e / s h e  has  o b t a i n e d .  The A m e r ic a n  s c h o l a r  i s  an 

i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  can be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  any  s i t u a t i o n — f r o m  

c h a n g in g  t h e  b a b y ' s  d i a p e r  t o  w r i t i n g  p o e t r y .

C l e a r l y  " h a n d s - o n " / i n f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  s c h o l a r .  

L e a r n i n g  f ro m  d o in g  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  , as  S a ra h  O rne  J e w e t t  

fo u n d  t r u e  o f  h e r  c h i l d h o o d .  S a ra h  Orne J e w e t t  was " . . . a  

s i c k l y  c h i l d ,  and h e r  f o r m a l  s c h o o l i n g  was i r r e g u l a r .  She 

com pensated  by r e a d i n g  w i d e l y  i n  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  s u b s t a n t i a l  

l i b r a r y . . . "  ( M c M i c h a e l , e t  a l  page 1066)  J e w e t t ,  l i k e  many 

s c h o l a r s ,  was a b l e  t o  a p p l y  h e r  k n o w le d g e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  h e r  

d e s i r e  t o  1 e a r n  in  t h e  i n f o r m a l  s e t t i n g  t o  h e r  l i f e .

I n f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  p l a y s  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  A m er ican  s c h o l a r .  T h i s  " h a n d s -o n "  v i s i o n  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  h e l p s  t h e  s c h o l a r  p e r c e i v e  t h e  w o r l d  a ro u n d  

them i n  a new w av .  The s c h o l a r  i s  no l o n g e r  d e p e n d e n t  on 

o t h e r s — h e / s h e  i s  b r a v e — w i l l i n g  t o  t a c k l e  any new 

s i t u a t i o n .  As J e w e t t  s t a t e s ,  "The b e s t  o f  my e d u c a t i o n  was 

r e c e i v e d  in  my f a t h e r ' s  buggy and p l a c e s  t o  w h ic h  i t  c a r r i e d



me. " (M cM ich ae l  , e t  a l  page 1066)  F o r  J e w e t t ,  e d u c a t i o n  d i d  

n o t  o n l y  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  school  , r a t h e r , l e a r n i n g  a t  home was 

a l s o  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e r .

B o o ker  T .  W a s h in g to n  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  exa m p le  o f  a 

p e rs o n  who a p p l i e d  h i s  i n f o r m a l / “h a n d s - o n " e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  

" r e a l "  w o r l d .

The d o c t r i n e  o f  s u c c e s s  t h r o u g h  m e r i t  now became  
an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e  and t h o u g h t .  A t  
Hampton,  he l a t e r  w r o t e ,  " I  fo u n d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  c l a s s - r o o m  e d u c a t i o n  and f o r  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n ­
ing  i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h r i f t ,  
economy,  and p u s h .  Amid C h r i s t i a n  i n f l u e n c e s  I 
was s u r r o u n d e d  by an a tm o s p h e re  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  and 
a s p i r i t  o f  s e l f - h e l p  t h a t  seemed t o  awaken e v e r y  
f a c u l t y  i n  me and caused me f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t o
r e a l i z e  what  i t  means t o  be a man i n s t e a d  o f  a
p i e c e  o f  p r o p e r t y . " ( P e r k i n s o n  page 178)

W a s h in g to n  shows how t h e  A m er ican  S c h o l a r  i s  a b l e  t o  use

f o r m a l  and i n f o r m a l / " h a n d s - o n " e d u c a t i o n  as a t o o l  t o  b e t t e r

u n d e r s t a n d  s o c i e t y .  What W ash in g to n  1 e a r n e d  a t  home f ro m

h i s  p a r e n t s  and t h a t  w h ich  he 1 e a r n e d  i n  t h e  c la s s r o o m

t o g e t h e r  made him a g r e a t  man— an A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  .

I t  i s  w e l l  t o  say  i n f o r m a l / " h a n d s - o n "  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  making o f  t h e  A m er ican  

S c h o l a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  f ro m  w here  does such an e d u c a t i o n  come?

The ans w er  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  c l e a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  " h a n d s -o n "  l e a r n i n g

i s  o f t e n  o b t a i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  a t  home— w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y .  Joe l  

S p r i n g  s t a t e s  i n ,  The Am er ican  School 1 6 4 2 - 1 9 8 5 .  "The  

h o u s e h o ld  r e m a in e d  t h e  s i n g l e  most i m p o r t a n t  f u n d a m e n ta l  

u n i t  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y



c o l o n i e s  a n d ,  f o r  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  A m e r i c a n s ,  t h e  

d e c i s i v e  age ncy  o f  d e l i b e r a t e  c u l t u r a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

( S p r i n g  p ag es  2 2 - 2 3 )  I n f o r m a l / " h a n d s - o n " e d u c a t i o n  o b t a i n e d

in  t h e  home i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  

S c h o l a r  in  t h a t  i t  h e l p s  in  making t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

w e l l - r o u n d e d  and c o m p l e t e .  The p r o b le m  i s  t h a t  even  e a r l y  

o n ,  p a r e n t s  have  been l a c k i n g  in  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  o f  i n f o r m a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  h om e,as  made e v i d e n t  by t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  

G eorge  K n e l 1e r  i n ,  F o u n d a t i o n s  o f  E d u c a t i o n . K n e l 1e r  s t a t e s  

t h a t  in  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  " . . . t h e  f a m i l y  was 

e x p e c t e d  t o  c a r r y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  b u r d e n .  W i t h i n  a 

s h o r t  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  p a r e n t s  w ould  n o t  

o r  c o u l d  n o t  be depended on t o  do t h e i r  d u t y . . . " ( K n e l 1e r  

page 5 )  Many p a r e n t s  t o d a y  1 ack even  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  t e a c h  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  s i m p l e  t a s k s  such a s  c o o k i n g ,  p l a n t i n g ,  and 

g e n e r a l  m a i n t e n a n c e .  D a v id  Tyack s t a t e s  i n ,  T u r n i n g  P o i n t s  

in  A m e r ic a n  E d u c a t i o n a l  H i s t o r y . "What t h e  f a m i l y  has  l e f t  

undone by t h e  way o f  i n f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  in  t h e  l o c a l  

com m unity  most o f t e n  c o m p l e t e d . . .We m u s t ,  i f  we w is h  t o  

o b t a i n  d i v e r s i t y ,  t e a c h  a t  home, l e a r n  a t  home, a p p l y  what  

we l e a r n  a t  home, and merge t h a t  o f  t h e  f o r m a l  school  

e d u c a t i o n  o f  y e a r s  a g o .  (Tyack page 7)  We must r e g a i n  t h e  

d e s i r e  t o  t e a c h  o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n f o r m a l l y  a t  home,  f o r  fo r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  e n o ugh .
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Once we hav e  d e c id e d  upon t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  A m er ican  

S c h o l a r  does e x i s t ,  who t h e n  f u l f i l l s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  t o  be  

g i v e n  such a t i t l e ?  Who in  A m e r ic a  t o d a y  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  i d e a l s  t h a t  come w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  o f  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r ?  As 

p o i n t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  one must remember t h a t  A m e r ic a  has  many 

d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e r m  s c h o l a r .  One p o s s i b l e  d e f i n i t i o n  

d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  " h a n d s - o n " / i n f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  

t h e  k ey  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .  Many 

i n d i v i d u a l s  c l a i m  t o  d e s e r v e  t h e  t i t l e  o f  A m er ican  S c h o l a r ,  

h o w e v e r ,  s c h o l a r l y  p r a i s e  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  g i v e n .  So why do we 

c o n t i n u e  t o  lo o k  so lo n g  and h a r d  f o r  s c h o l a r s  t o  g i v e  

t i t l e s  t o  when t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  i s  so c l o s e  t o  home.  

P e rh a p s  t h e  A m er ican  S c h o l a r  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  home 

i n d e e d — t h e  A m er ican  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s .  No more w o r t h y  

a group can be fo u n d  t o  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  

Am er ican  S c h o l a r  t h a n  t h e  A m er ican  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  a t t e m p t s  

t o  w r i t e ( b e  i t  p o e t r y  o r  p r o s e )  . The A m er ican  h o u s e w i f e  

r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  t h a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  b e i n g  an A m er ican  

S c h o l a r .  Women such as  Anne B r a d s t r e e t , M a r g u e r i t e  L o f f t  

De A n g e l i , S h i r l e y  J a c k s o n ,  and T i l  l i e  O lse n  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  

e xam ples  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  s c h o l a r .  B r a d s t r e e t , De A n g e l i , 

J a c k s o n ,  and O lse n  a l l  have  one m a j o r  e le m e n t  in  common 

which l i n k s  them t o  t h i s  c l a i m  of  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e ,  t h a t  b e i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b a l a n c e  p r i v a t e  

1 i f e ( t h e  home and d o m e s t ic  l i f e )  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  l i f e ( t h e  

c a r e e r  and j o b  f i e l d s ) .  A l th o u g h  B r a d s t r e e t  , De Angel i ,



J a c k s o n ,  and O ls e n  a l l  come -from d i f - f e r e n t  t i m e  p e r i o d s ,  

econom ic  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  and s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e y  a l l  

m a i n t a i n  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s -  B r a d s t r e e t , De A n g e l i ,

J a c k s o n ,  and O ls e n  encompass a w id e  r a n g e  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

which  make up t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .  The s c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e  

comes -from a w id e  r a n g e  o-f b a c k g r o u n d s  and B r a d s t r e e t , De 

A n g e l i  , Jac kson  , and O ls e n  p o r t r a y  such d i v e r s i t y .

The h o u s e w i f e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  new and  

c h a n g in g  s i t u a t i o n s .  She i s  c o n s t a n t l y  a b l e  t o  seek  o u t  new 

k n o w le d g e .  The h o u s e w i f e ' s  j o b  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  

betw een  i n f o r m a l  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  and " h a n d s - o n 11 

e d u c a t i o n -  The h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  i s  a d o e r  n o t  a 

w a t c h e r ,  she  has  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n .  P r o b a b l y  

t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  t r a i t  a h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  p o s s e s s e s  

i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  needs  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  w i t h  t h e  

need and d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  and l e a r n .

The A m e r ic a n  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  em b o d ies  a s e n s e  o f  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  h e r  f a m i l y  and t o  h e r  w r i t i n g  c a r e e r -  But  

what i s  r e a l l y  meant  by t h e  t e r m  h o u s e w i f e ?  The t e r m  

h o u s e w i f e  has  many m eanings  f o r  us t o d a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  many a r e  

d e r o g a t o r y .  I t  i s  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  one  

must d e f i n e  t h e  t e r m  h o u s e w i f e  more c l e a r l y -  The t e r m  

h o u s e w i f e  s i m p l y  sp e aks  t o  a woman's t i m e  s p e n t  a t  home 

d o in g  d o m e s t ic  a c t i v i t i e s .  W h e th er  i t  i s  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  

c h i l d r e n ,  c l e a n i n g  h o u s e ,  d o in g  l a u n d r y ,  o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e
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h ouseho l  d e x p e n s e  a c c o u n t ,  i t  r e a l l y  makes no d i f f e r e n c e ,  

t h e  t e r m  h o u s e w i f e  c o u ld  a p p l y .  The t e r m  h o u s e w i f e  i n  no 

way has t o  be c o n n e c t e d  t o  m a r r i a g e  t o  a member o f  t h e  

o p p o s i t e  s e x ,  r a t h e r ,  i t  c o u ld  be a m a r r i a g e  o f  s o r t s  t o  

o n e ' s  p r i v a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s — a t i e  t o  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  

because  o f  c h i l d r e n  o r  f a m i l y  members.  I t  i s  a must t o  

u n d e r s t a n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  h o u s e w i f e  s h o u ld  n o t  be  

used d e r o g a t o r i  1 y . I n s t e a d ,  t h e  t e r m  s h o u ld  be used t o  

r e p r e s e n t  a g roup  o f  women who f o r  one r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r  

have been p u t  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  on a 

f u l l  o r  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s .  The A m er ican  h o u s e w i f e  can be  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by e x t r e m e s ,  f ro m  w o r k in g  m o th e r  t o  f u l l  t i m e  

homemaker.  Any women t h a t  has  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  

p r i v a t e  1 i f e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  home can be c h a r a c t e r i s e d  as  

a h o u s e w i f e .  The t e r m  h o u s e w i f e  r e a l  1y i s  a s t a t e  o f  m in d .  

The t e r m  r e p r e s e n t s  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  women w i t h  a w id e  r a n g e  

o f  s i t u a t i o n s .  The t e r m  h o u s e w i f e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  d e s i r e  on 

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  woman t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .  The  

s c h o l a r l  y h o u s e w i f e  i s  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  woman who d e s i r e s  t o  

c o n t i n u e  1 e a r n i n g ( t h e  p u b l i c )  t h r o u g h  h e r  c a r e e r ,  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v a n c e s ,  w r i t i n g s ,  l e t t e r s  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  and 

wants  t o  c a r e  f o r  h e r  h o m e ( th e  p r i v a t e )  . What makes t h e  

A m erican  h o u s e w i f e  a s c h o l a r  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  

p u b l i c  l i f e  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  l i f e  t o  a p o s i t i v e  e n d .  The  

■Schol a r l  y h o u s e w i f e  g a i n s  a f e e l i n g  o f  f u l f i l l m e n t  f ro m  b a th  

t h e  p u b l i c  and t h e  p r i v a t e .  The a b i l i t y '  t o  e x c e l  a t  b o th  

f a c e t s  o f  h e r  1 i f e  as a h o u s e w i f e  and a w r i t e r ,  r a i s e  h e r  t o
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t h e  l e v e l  o-f t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r i t e  v i e w  t h e m s e l v e s  as  

b o t h  h o u s e w iv e s  and w r i t e r s  as  s t a t e d  in  A m e r ic a n  W r i t e r s . 

'‘J o s e p h i n e  J o h n s o n . .  .moved t o  C i n c i n n a t i  t o  c o n t i n u e  h e r  

c a r e e r  as  " w r i t e r  and h o u s e w i - f e ( U n g e r  p ag es  1 7 0 0 - 1 7 0 1 )  In  

o r d e r  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s c h o l a r , one must h a v e  t h e  

c o n f i d e n c e  t o  s a y  she  i s  b o t h .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  p r i d e  

e x i s t s  i n  h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r i t e — a p r i d e  in  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  

h e r  c a r e e r .  They  a r e  p roud  t o  be m o th e r s  and h o u s e w iv e s  and 

t h e  a r e  p ro u d  t o  be w r i t e r s .  The two h a r m o n i o u s l y  l i v e  

t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  s c h o l a r .  S c h o l a r l y  

h o u s e w iv e s  must p l a y  a dual  r o l e — h o u s e w i f e  and w r i t e r .

L e t t e r  w r i t i n g  p l a y s  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  many h o u s e w iv e s  used l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  as  a way 

of  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y .

Many t i m e s  s o c i e t y  wou ld  n o t  a l l o w  women t o  w r i t e  o r  speak  

out  p u b l i c l y  on p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  L e t t e r  w r i t i n g  

was t h e  way i n  w h ic h  h o u s e w iv e s  c o u ld  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  

on i s s u e s  and c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  d a y .  S o c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  c o u l d  

c o n t r o l  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s ,  b u t  only '  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  c o u ld  

c o n t r o l  h e r  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g .  A b i g a i l  Adams, f o r  e x a m p le ,  

chose  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  h o u s e w iv e s '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s o c i a l  and  

p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n  m a k in g .  She c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e  as  a v e n t  

f o r  h e r  f r u s t r a t i o n  o v e r  h e r  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  T h r o u g h o u t



h e r  l i f e ,  Adams made many an e l o q u e n t  a rg u m e n t  o-f h e r  

s t a t i o n  in  l i f e .  Because  o f  such women as Adams we must  

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w r i t t e n  l e t t e r  as  a v a l u a b l e  t o o l  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  s c h o l a r .  Through l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  

we see  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  a r g u m e n ts  o f  

h o u s e w iv e s .  W r i t i n g  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  

A m erican  S c h o l a r .  W r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  a l l o w s  f o r  s e l f ™  

e x p r e s s i o n , w h ic h  in  t u r n ,  l e a d s  t o  a d e s i r e  t o  1 e a r n . The  

d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  home,  i s  what  h e l p s  t o  f o r m u l a t e  t h e  

Am erican  S c h o l a r ~ t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s .

The a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t o  w r i t e  w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  j o b  o f  r u n n i n g  a h o u s e h o ld  i s  

a m a z in g .  N o t  o n l y  does t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  h ave  t o  

meet t h e  needs  o f  h e r  f a m i l y ,  b u t  she a l s o  must meet  h e r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  need t o  w r i t e .  The d e s i r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t o  

w r i t e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f o r m i n g  o f  t h e  A m er ican  H o u s e w i f e  

S c h o l a r .  D a i l y  t a s k s  t h a t  many t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  h a v e  a huge  

e f f e c t  on t h e  h o u s e w i f e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  w r i t e .  F o r  t h e  

h o u s e w i f e ,  t i m e  t o  s i t  down and w r i t e  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  f o u n d .  

Y e t ,  f o r  some r e a s o n  many h o u s e w iv e s  do f i n d  t h e  t i m e  t o  

w r i t e .  The a b i l i t y  t o  f i t  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  

i n t o  t h e  busy s c h e d u l e  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  i s  a key  f a c t o r  in  

t h e  making o f  t h e  A m er ican  S c h o l a r  H o u s e w i f e .  F i n d i n g  t i m e  

t o  w r i t e  i s  a c r i t i c a l  p r o b le m  f o r  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  s c h o l a r ,
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h o w e v e r ,  scho l  a r  housew i- fe  S h i r l e y  Jac kso n  fo u n d  t h e  t i m e  as  

J e n e m a ja  F r ie d m a n  s t a t e s  i n  h e r  book , Sh i  r  1 ev  Jack  son. ,

D u r i n g  t h i s  same y e a r ,  t h e  Hymans added  
a n o t h e r  d a u g h t e r  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l y  when 
S a r a h ( S a l l y )  was b o r n .  Somehow, d e s p i t e  
d u t i e s  she c o u ld  n o t  i g n o r e — some h o u s e ­
w o r k ,  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  c o o k ­
i n g  o f  m e a l s ,  and t h e  c h a u f f e u r i n g  c h o r e s —
M is s  Jackson  k e p t  r e g u l a r  w r i t i n g  h o u r s .
When t h e  c h i l d r e n  w ere  s m a l l  , t h e  s t o l e n  
h o u r s  w ere  in  t h e  e v e n i n g ;  when t h e y  w ere  
o l d e r ,  she chose  t h e  m o rn in g  w h i l e  t h e y  
w ere  a t  schoo l  . (F r ie d m a n  pag es  2 7 - 2 8 )

One can o n l y  i m a g in e  how to u g h  i t  wou ld  be t o  w r i t e  u n d e r

t h e  p r e s s u r e  a f a m i l y  c a r r i e s ,  and i t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n

h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r i t e  a r e  so s p e c i a l . The A m e r ic a n

h o u s e w i v e ' s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and t h e i r  w r i t i n g

c a r e e r s  i s  what  t r u l y  makes t h e s e  women A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r s .
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ANNE BRADSTREET

From a dravdng by E. C. Garrett 
A N N E  BRADSTREET

an imaginary  por t ra i t

Anne B r a d s t r e e t  was b o r n  i n  1 6 1 2  and d i e d  i n  1 6 7 2 .

Anne B r a d s t r e e t  was a g r e a t  A m e r i c a n  p o e t  i n  a t i m e  when 

women w r i t e r s  r e c i e v e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  a o p r e c i a t  1 o n . B r a d s t r e e t  

w r o t e  p o e t r y  as  a way t o  e x p r e s s  h e r  l o v e  f o r  h e r  f a m i l y  and
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God.  As a housew i- fe  and m o th er  o-f e i g h t  c h i l d r e n ,

B r a d s t r e e t  managed t h e  dual r o l e  o-f housew i- fe  and w r i t e r .  

"She became a d u t i f u l  h o u s e w i f e ,  r a i s e d  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d ,  

in  t h e  m id s t  o f  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  t a s k s ,  s t o l e  t i m e  t o  r e a d  and  

w r i t e  p o e t r y ( M c M i c h a e l  e t  a l  page 59 )  W h i l e  a s t r o n g  

p e r s o n a g e ,  she  m a i n t a i n e d  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  d u t i e s  and was a b l e  

t o  p r o d u c e  a l a r g e  body o f  p o e t r y .  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  i s  t h e  

e p i t o m e  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s — she i s  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  

b e s t — she i s  A m e r i c a n ' s  g r e a t e s t  exa m p le  o f  a s c h o l a r l y  

h o u s e w i f e .

The g e n i u s  o f  B r a d s t r e e t  i s  t h a t  she  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  

common e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  h e r  d a i l y  l i f e .  I t  i s  a m a z in g  t o  see  

t h a t  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  w r o t e  p o e t r y  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  

she c a r e d  f o r  a house f u l l  o f  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  and a h u s b a n d .  

She showed h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e r  f a m i l y  and h e r  

w r i t i n g — a l w a y s  k e e p in g  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  new t h i n g s .  She 

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  " c o m p le t e "  i n d i v i d u a l — c o m b in in g  i n f o r m a l /  

"h a n d s -o n "  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  fo r m a l  book l e a r n i n g .  -John 

H a rv a r d  El 1 i s  s t a t e s  in  The Works o f  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  in  

P ros e  and V e r s e « " H er  poems make i t  e v i d e n t  t h a t  she  had 

been a f a i t h f u l  s t u d e n t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  an a s s id u o u s  r e a d e r ,  and 

a keen o b s e r v e r  o f  n a t u r e  and o f  what  was t r a n s p i r i n g  b o th  

a t  home and a b r o a d ( C o w e l 1 e t  al  pages  2 6 - 2 7 )  Moses C o i t  

T y l e r  s a i d  i t  b e s t  o f  B r a d s t r e e t  in  h i s  work e n t i t l e d  A 

H i s t o r y  o f  A m er ican  L i t e r a t u r e ;  160 7 - 1 7 6 5 .



" I t  w i l l  n o t  be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e x a m p le s  o f  e a r l y  A m e r ic a n  v e r s e  
t h a t  hav e  now been l a i d  b e f o r e  h i m ,  w e re  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s  whom i t  i s  a c h a r i t y  t o  
c a l l  a m a t e u r s  in  t h e  a r t  o f  p o e t r y .  T h e r e  w as ,  
h o w e v e r ,  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  p r i m a l  1 i t e r a r y  
p e r i o d ,  one p o e t  who,  i n  some w o r th  s e n s e ,  fo u n d  
i n  p o e t r y  a v o c a t i o n .  The f i r s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
p o e t  o f  New E n g la n d  was a woman» " ( C o w e l1 e t  a l  
page 29 )

Anne B r a d s t r e e t  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  i s  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  t h e

p o e t — A m e r i c a ' s  g r e a t e s t  s c h o l a r  and a h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r o t e .



MARGUERITE LQFFT DE ANGEL I

'$5 1
Ji- X X

M a r g u e r it e  d e  A n g e l i

M a r g u e r i t e  L a f f t  de  A n g e l i ,  a L a p e e r ,  M i c h i g a n  n a t i v e  

was b o r n  M a rc h  1 4 ,  1 8 8 9 .  No t  o n l v  was de A n g e l i  a b l e  t o  

w r i t e ,  b u t  s h e  was a l s o  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  h e r  h o u s e h o l d  as  a 

housew i  t  e . Man y o f  h e r  wr i 1 1 n g s s te m  f r o m  h e r  da  i  1 y 

i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  her- f  ami 1 y , As C oppe r - T o ed Bo o t s . , she  

d e p i c t s  e v e r y d a y  a c t i v i t i e s  as  b e i n g  i m p o r t a n t .  I n
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C o p p e r -T o e d  B o o t s , t h e  - f o l l o w i n g  sce ne  o c c u r s .  “ Yes ,  M a , “

s a i d  Shad p u t t i n g  t h e  t i n  b a s i n  in  t h e  wooden s i n k ,  and 

b e g i n n i n g  t o  pump. Pa had J u s t  had t h e  c i s t e r n  r a i n  w a t e r  

pumped i n  t h a t  s p r i n g .  Shad t h o u g h t  how much c a r r y i n g  o f  

w a t e r  i s  s a v e d .  He c o u ld  s m e l l  t h e  d e l i c i o u s  o d o r  o f  t h e  

p o t a t o e s ,  and h e a r  t h e i r  g e n t l e  s i s s i n g  in  t h e  i r o n  p a n . " ( D e  

A n g e l i  page i ) As a w r i t e r  de A n g e l i  was a b l e  t o  keep t h e  

r e a d e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h  common and o r d i n a r y  e v e n t s .  H e r  use  

of  c o n c r e t e  d e t a i l s  make t h e  common v e r y  uncommon.

De A n g e l i  p o r t r a y s  d o m e s t i c  l i f e  f ro m  t h e  v i e w p o i n t  o f  

t h e  h o u s e w i f e .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see  De A n g e l i ' s  

d o m e s t ic  s c e n e s ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  s i m p l e  in  n a t u r e ,  y e t  v e r y  

warm moments.  F o r  e x a m p le ,

T h e r e  had been no e v e n in g  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e s e  
1a s t  two S u n d a y s , so no one had t o  h u r r y .
T h e r e  w ere  h o t  b i s c u i t s  t o  go w i t h  t h e  warmed-  
o v e r  p o t a t o e s .  T h e r e  was w i l d  h o n e y ,  t o o ,  and 
some o f  M a 's  p r e s e r v e s  f o r  d e s s e r t .  c o u s in  L i j a  
to o k  o u t  a sm a l l  p a c k a g e  f ro m  h i s  p o c k e t ,  and 
s p r i n k l e d  a p i n c h  o f  s o m e th in g  on t h e  p o t a t o e s .  
Shad knew what  i t  w as .  I t  was r e d  p e p p e r .

Ma s a i d ,  “L i j a  Hough! Do you s t i l l  p u t  t h a t  
a w fu l  s t u f f  on e v e r y t h i n g  you e a t ?  I t ' s  enough  
t o  k i l l  you ! 11

C o u s in  L i j a  c h u c k l e d  a g a i n .  “N o t h i n g  l i k e  i t ,  
M a g g ie !  N o t h i n g  l i k e  i t !  A s p r i n k l e  o f  t h i s  
in  my v i c t u a l s ,  and a l i t t l e  in  t h e  s o l e s  o f  my 
s h o e s ,  k ee p s  t h e  ague a w a y , and makes t h i n g s  
t a s t y ,  N o t h i n g  l i k e  i t ,  M a g g i e ! " ( D e  A n g e l i  
B o o ts )

De A n g e l i ' s c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on t h e  sm al l  d e t a i l s  o f  d o m e s t ic  

l i f e  a r e  e n j o y a b l e  and f u l f i l l i n g  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .
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A n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  De A n g e l i ' s  m a g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

common and o r d i n a r y  can be seen i n  t h e  b o o k ,  The Door  i n  t h e  

WaJJL. De A n g e l i  i s  a b l e  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  common e x p e r i e n c e  

and show i t s  b e a u t y  and s i g n i f i c a n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,

When t h e  m i d n i g h t  o f f i c e  was s a i d  i n  t h e  
c h u r c h , t h e  w h o le  h o u s e h o ld  t r o o p e d  back t o  
t h e  Hal 1 , w here  t a b ! e s  w e re  s p r e a d  f o r  t h e  
f a s t .  P l a t t e r s  w e re  heaped  w i t h  f o o d  and  
c a r r i e d  i n  by pages  and e s q u i r e s .  A g i a n t  
b o a r ' s  head came f i r s t  i n  o r d e r , t h e n  p a s t i e s  
and w h o le  s u c k l i n g  p i g s ,  p i g e o n s  and g e e s e  
r o a s t e d  w i t h  f e a t h e r s  o n .  The m ea ts  w ere  
f o l l o w e d  by f l a m i n g  p u d d in g s  and b o w ls  o f  
w a s s a i l , c h e s t n u t s ,  and a p p l e s . ( D e  A n g e l i  
W a l1 page 121)

De A n g e l i ' s  d e s c r i p t i v e  w r i t i n g  s t y l e  i s  e x c e l l e n t .  She 

a l l o w s  t h e  r e a d e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  so m e th in g  

t h e y  most l i k e l y  wou ld  n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e  on t h e i r  own.

I r a n i c a l 1y , De A n g e l i  g o t  most o f  h e r  i d e a s  f o r  h e r  w r i t i n g  

f rom  h e r  own f a m i l y  g e t  t o g e t h e r s .  H o st  o f  De A n g e l i ' s  Book 

e n t i t l e d  C o p p e r -T o e d  B o o t s , was a d i r e c t  p r o d u c t  o f  h e r  own 

l i f e  in  L a p e e r ,  M ic h ig a n  as a c h i l d .  The b a s i s  f o r  much o f  

t h e  s t o r y  came f ro m  De A n g e l i ' s  m em ories  o f  h e r  c h i l d h o o d .  

Huge f a m i l y  g a t h e r i n g s  w ere  common and she e n j o y e d  them very"  

much. De A n g e l i  s t a t e s  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  " l a r g e  f a m i l y  g a t h e r i n g s  

a t  w h ic h  t h e r e  m ig h t  be as many as  f o r t y - f i v e  p e o p l e ,  

e x c e l l e n t  f o o d ,  and l a u g h t e r "  w ere  common aro u n d  h e r  h o u s e .  

The f a m i l y  was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  De A n g e l i ,  and t h u s  when 

she w r i t e s  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a y s  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in  h e r  

s t o r i e s .
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A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  a-f De Angel i ' s  s t o r i e s  was 

t h e  e m p h a s is  she  p l a c e s  on t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  m o th e r  t o  t h e  

f a m i l y .  O ver  and o v e r  a g a i n  in  Coppei— Toed B o o ts  she

p o r t r a y s  t h e  m o t h e r  as  b e i n g  v e r y  w is e  and i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e r  

s o n ' s  l i f e .  F a r  e x a m p le ,  when Shad goes swimming a f t e r  

b e in g  t o l d  n o t  t o  he t r i e s  t o  h i d e  what he has  done by  

t r a d i n g  c o a t s  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d .  lia b e in g  w is e  as  sh e  i s  

q u i c k l y  p i c k s  up on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Shad i s  w e a r i n g  a 

d i f f e r e n t  c o a t .  I n s t e a d  o f  y e l l i n g ,  Ma t e l l s  h e r  son he has  

done s o m e th in g  p r a c t i c a l  s i n c e  t h e  c o a t  d i d  n o t  f i t  a n y w a y .

" T h in k  y o u r  Ma w i l 1 know? asked  Ash as  he  
p u t  on h i s  v e s t .
"How c o u l d  she i f  I  d o n ' t  t e l l  h e r ? "  s a i d  
S h a d .  "Say l e t ' s  t r a d e  c o a t s . "
Ash lo o k e d  down a t  t h e  m is s in g  b u t t o n  on h i s  
v e s t . " D o n e !"  . . .
Shade was w e a r in g  a c o a t  and v e s t  t h a t  had been  
handed down f ro m  M a 's  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r . I t  was 
s t i l l  t o o  l a r g e  f o r  h im .  They made t h e  t r a d e .  
S h a d ' s  c o a t  f i t  A s h 's  s t o c k y  body p e r f e c t l y ,  and 
Shad was proud  as  Punch o f  A s h 's  c o a t  and v e s t .  
They  went  home t o  s u p p e r .

When Shad had f e d  t h e  c h i c k e n s  and e m p t ie d  t h e  
w a s t e  w a t e r  f ro m  u n d e r  t h e  s i n k ,  Ma gave  him a 
second 1 oak .

"What in  t h e  w o r l d  have you g o t  orv?u' ^ h e  s a i d
"Come h e r e  t o  t h e  l i g h t . "
Shad s to o d  as  much in  t h e  shadow as he d a r e d .
"Ash and I  made a t r a d e . "  he s a i d .

Ma to o k  h o l d  o f  t h e  c o a t ,  and lo o k e d  a t  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  . "H'mm?" she s a i d  "Well  , I  guess y o u r
c o a t  f i t s  Ash b e t t e r  th a n  i t  d i d  y o u ,  you made a 
good t r a d e . " ( D e  A n g e l i  B o o t s )

De A n g e l i  shows t h e  r e a d e r  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  m o t h e r  in

t h e  h o u s e h o ld  and how w is e  and p r a c t i c a l  she i s .  Ma does

not  l e c t u r e  Shad a b o u t  t h e  t r a d e ,  r a t h e r  she f i n d s  t h e

p o s i t i v e  in  e v e r y  e v e n t .



M a r g u e r i t e  de A n g e l i  t y p i f i e s  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  

H o u s e w i f e .  De A n g e l i  had a d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  

same t i m e  m a i n t a i n e d  h e r  h o u s e h o l d .  She was a b l e  t o  

overcome many d i v e r s e  s i t u a t i o n s  and m a i n t a i n  h e r  w r i t i n g .  

As De A n g e l i e  s t a t e s  i n  K u n i t z  and H a y c r a f t ' s  , J u n i o r  Book 

of  A u t h o r s .

One c h i l d  was n e v e r  happy  u n l e s s  n e a r  me 
i n  t h e  s t u d i o .  He wou ld  s t a n d  a t  t h e  
f o o t  o f  t h e  s t a i r s  and c a l l  i n c e s s a n t l y  
u n t i l  he was b r o u g h t  u p s t a i r s  and p u t  i n t o  
h i s  p e n .  Q u i e t  r e i g n e d  f o r  t h e  fe w  moments  
i t  t o o k  me t o  g e t  back t o  w o r k ,  t h e n  m i s e r a b l e  
w a i l s  began a g a i n .  When I  p u t  t h e  pen a ro u n d  
m y s e l f  and t h e  e a s e l  and l e t  t h e  c h i l d  hav e  
t h e  s t u d i o  i n  w h ic h  t o  ro a m ,  a l l  was p e a c e  once  
m o r e . ( K u n i t z  and H a y c r a f t  pag e  9 7 )

De A n g e l i  seemed t o  e x c e l  u n d e r  t h e  a d v e r s e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f

t h e  h o u s e h o l d .  She c l e a r l y  was a b l e  t o  meet  t h e  n eeds  o f

he r  w r i t i n g  c a r e e r  as  w e l l  as  t h e  needs  o f  h e r  f a m i l y .  De

A n g e l i  b a l a n c e d  t h e  r i g o r o u s  j o b  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  w i t h  t h a t

of  a w r i t e r  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  b o o k s .  She was a h o u s e w i f e  t h a t

had a " 1 i f e t i m e  d e v o t i o n  t o  1 i t e r a t u r e  f o r

ch i  1d r e n ( M a i n i e r o  page 4 8 1 )



SHIRLEY JACKSON

S h i r l e y  J a c k s o n  was b o r n  D e cem b er  1 4 ,  1 9 1 9  i n  San 

F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  and s h e  d i e d  A u g u s t  8 ,  1 9 6 5  in

B e n n i n g t o n ,  V e r m o n t .  ( U n g e r  p a g e  1 6 6 8 )  L i k e  De A n g e l i ,  

Jackson had a good m a r r i a g e  t h a t  b e n e f i t e d  h e r  w r i t i n g  

c a r e e r .  She was a v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e  w r i t e r ,  m o t h e r ,  and  

h o u s e w i f e .  " T h e i r  m a r r i a g e  was h a p p y  and p r o d u c t i v e ;  t h e y  

r e a r e d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  and c a r r i e d  on i n d e p e n d e n t  b u t  m u tu a l  1 

s t i m u l a t i n g  c a r e e r s .  J a c k s o n  p r o d u c e d  a l l  h e r  m a j o r  work



d u r i n g  t h i s  m a r r i a g e  w h i l e  b e a r i n g  and c a r i n g  t o r  t h e

c h i l d r e n  and t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y  t o r  t h e  house and t h e i r  

t r e q u e n t  e n t e r t a i n i n g . " (U n g e r  pag e  1669 )  J a c k s o n ' s  

d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e r  dual  r o l e  as  h o u s e w i t e  and w r i t e r  i s  what  

makes h e r  an A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .

S h i r l e y  J a c k s o n ' s  s t y l e  o f  w r i t i n g  c a t c h e s  t h e  r e a d e r  

o t t  g u a r d .  H e r  most c e l e b r a t e d  w o r k ,  The L o t t e r y , p u b l i s h e d  

i n  1 9 4 9 ,  l e a v e s  t h e  r e a d e r  i n  s u s p e n s e .  The i n t e r a c t i o n  

betw een  husband and w i f e  i s  s t r i k i n g  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  as  one  

c h a r a c t e r , M r s .  T e s s i e  H u t c h in s o n  r e c e i v e s  a p a p e r  w i t h  t h e  

s y m b o l ic  b l a c k  " d o t 11. On s e e i n g  t h i s  m a r k ,  M r s .  H u tc h in s o n  

r e a l i z e s  she w i l  1 be s t o n e d  t o  d e a t h  as h e r  husband i s  

f o r c e d  t o  lo o k  o n .

" T e s s i e , ” M r .  Summers s a i d ,  and h i s  v o i c e  
was h u s h e d .  "Show us h e r  p a p e r ,  B i l l  . "
B i l l  H u tc h in s o n  went  o v e r  t o  h i s  w i f e  and  
f o r c e d  t h e  s l i p  o f  p a p e r  o u t  o f  h e r  h a n d .
I t  has  a b l a c k  s p o t  on i t ,  t h e  b l a c k  s p o t  
M r .  Summers had made t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  w i t h  
t h e  h e a v y  p e n c i l  i n  t h e  c o a l - c o m p  any' o f f i c e .  
B i l l  H u t c h in s o n  h e l d  i t  u p ,  and t h e r e  was 
a s t i r  i n  t h e  c r o w d . - ..

" A l l  r i g h t ,  f o l k s , "  M r .  Summers s a i d .
" L e t ' s  f i n i s h  q u i c k l y . "  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  had f o r g o t t e n  t h e  r i t u a l  and l o s t  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  b l a c k  b o x ,  t h e y  s t i l l  remembered  
t o  use  s t o n e s .  The p i l e  o f  s t o n e s  t h e  boys  
had make e a r l i e r  was r e a d y ;  t h e r e  w e re  s t o n e s  
on t h e  g round  w i t h  t h e  b l o w i n g  s c r a p s  o f  p a p e r  
t h a t  had come o u t  o f  t h e  b o x .  M r s .  D e l a c r o i x  
s e l e c t e d  a s t o n e  so 1a r g e  she had t o  p i c k  i t  
up w i t h  b o th  hands and t u r n e d  t o  M r s .  D u n b a r .  
"Come o n , "  she s a i d  " H u r r y  u p . "

M r s .  Dunbar  had sm a l l  s t o n e s  in  b o t h  h a n d s ,  
and she s a i d ,  g a s p in g  f o r  b r e a t h ,  " I  c a n ' t  run  
a t  a l l .  Y o u ' l l  have  t o  go ahead and I ' l l  c a t c h  
up w i t h  y o u . "

The c h i l d r e n  had s t o n e s  a l r e a d y ,  and someone



gave  l i t t l e  Davy H u t c h i n s o n  a -few p e b b l e s .
T e s s i e  H u t c h i n s o n  was in  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a c l  e a r e d  

s p a c e  by now, and she  h e l d  h e r  hands  o u t  
d e s p e r a t e l y  as  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  moved i n  on h e r .
" I t  i s n ' t  f a i r , "  she  s a i d .  A s t o n e  h i t  h e r  on 
t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h e a d . (J a c k s o n  page  3 0 1 )

J a c k s o n ' s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  d a r k e r  s i d e  human l i f e  i s  what

makes h e r  w r i t i n g  u n i q u e .

S h i r l e y  Jac k s o n  e x c e l l e d  as  a w r i t e r  and a h o u s e w i f e .  

A l l  o f  h e r  f i n e s t  w o rk s  w ere  p u b l i s h e d  w h i l e  she was a 

h o u s e w i f e  and a m o t h e r .  She had f o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  c a r e  f o r .  

w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  h e r  h o u s e h o l d .  She was a b l e  t o  be

p r o d u c t i v e  i n  h e r  dual  r o l e  as  h o u s e w i f e  and w r i t e r ,  and f o r  

t h i s  r e a s o n  sh e  i s  t r u l y  an A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .



TILLIE QLSEM

T i l l  i e  O l s e n  was b o r n  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  191 3  in  O m aha ,

N e b r a s k a .  ( M a i n i e r o  p a g e  3 0 3 )  T i l  l i e  O l s e n ,  m o t h e r  o f  f o u r  

d a u g h t e r s ,  f o u n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e / w r i t e r  v e r y

d i f f i c u l t  a t  t i m e s .  " M a r r i e d  i n  1 9 3 6  t o  a p r i n t e r  and u n i o n

man, O l s e n  p u t  a s i d e  h e r  w r i t i n g  as  s h e  assumed t h e

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  w i f e ,  m o t h e r  o f  f o u r  d a u g h t e r s ,  and wage



e a r n e r .  W r i t i n g  a g a i n  in  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s . " ( M a i n i e r o  page 3 0 3 )

T i l  l i e  O l s e n ,  l i k e  many h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r i t e ,  was 

c o n s t a n t !  y c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o b le m s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s  of  

t h e  d a i l y  c a r i n g  f o r  h e r  f a m i l y .  U n l i k e  many h o u s e w i v e s ,

T i l  l i e  O ls e n  n e v e r  l o s t  t h e  i n t e l 1e c t u a l  d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e .  

Even when t i m e s  w e re  to u g h  i n  h e r  h o u s e h o l d ,  she  n e v e r  

abandoned h e r  d e s i r e  t o  a c q u i r e  kn o w le d g e  and t o  w r i t e .

T i l  l i e  O ls e n  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  in  

A m e r i c a .

E a r l y  on in  l i f e  T i l l i e  O ls e n  fo u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

w r i t e  t h i n g s  down.  As e a r l y  as  h e r  t e e n  y e a r s  she c o u l d  be  

found w r i t i n g  in  h e r  j o u r n a l , r e f l e c t i n g  upon l i f e  and 

i s s u e s  o f  t h e  d a y .  O ls e n  shows a c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

of women's r o l e s  i n  s o c i e t y  even  i n  h e r  t e e n a g e  y e a r s . As 

T i l l i e  O ls e n  w r i t e s  in  E l a i n e  N e i l  O r r ' s  book e n t i t l e d ,  

T i l l i e  01 sen .

Have been r e a d i n g  N i e t z s c h e  and Modern  
Q u a r t e r l y .  I  must w r i t e  o u t ,  c l e a r l y  and ,
c o n c i s e l y ,  my i d e a s  on t h i n g s .  I  v a c i l l a t e  
so e a s i l y .  And I  am s o - s o  s l o p p y  in  my m enta l  
t h i n k i n g .  What a r e  my t r u e  o p i n i o n s ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  on s o c i a l i s m ,  what  l i f e  s h o u ld  b e ,  
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t r u e  a r t ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  
b e tw een  t h e  s e x e s ,  w here  a r e  we g o i n g . . .
Yes I  must w r i t e  o u t . . . ( O r r  page 29 )

O l s e n ' s  w r i t i n g  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  co n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  f u t u r e  o f

s o c i e t y .  She q u e s t i o n s  t h e  r o l e  o f  women and t h e  f u t u r e  o f

t h e  same.  One c o n s t a n t  e l e m e n t  O lsen  m a i n t a i n s  t h r o u g h o u t

h e r  l i f e  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  p u t  words down on p a p e r .  W r i t i n g



i s  O l s e n ' s  r e f u g e ,  h e r  way t o  u n d e r s t a n d  s o c i e t y ,  a way she  

■finds a n s w e rs  t o  l i f e ' s  q u e s t i o n s .

A f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  h e r  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  O ls e n  began t o  

f e e l  t h e r e  was a v o i d  i n  h e r  l i f e .  She had a d e s i r e  t o  

w r i t e  a g a i n .  The p r o b le m  was hGw t o  f i n d  t h e  t i m e  t o  w r i t e .  

W ith  c h i l d r e n  t o  f e e d  and s u p p o r t  O ls e n  was f o r c e d  t o  work  

long and h a r d  h o u r s .  How was t i m e  f o r  w r i t i n g  t o  come 

a b o u t?  In  h e r  book S i  1e n c e s . O ls e n  w r i t e s  o f  h e r  e a r l y  

m a r r ie d  y e a r s  when she s e a r c h e d  f o r  t i m e  t o  w r i t e .  F o r  

ex amp1e ,

I n  t h e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  I  b o r e  and r e a r e d  
my c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  s i m p l e s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
f o r  c r e a t i o n  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  
w r i t i n g ,  t h e  hope o f  i t ,  was " t h e  a i r  I  
b r e a t h e d , so lo n g  as  I  s h a l l  b r e a t h  a t  a l l  . "
In  t h a t  h o p e ,  t h e r e  was c o n s c i o u s  s t o r i n g ,  
s n a tc h e d  r e a d i n g ,  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  w r i t i n g ,  and  
a l w a y s  " t h e  s e c r e t  r o o t l e t s  o f  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e . "

When t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  o u r  f o u r  was in  
school  , t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  s t r u g g l e d  to w a rd  end­
i n g s .  . .

B l i s s  o f  movement.  A f u l l  e x t e n d e d  
f a m i l y  l i f e ;  t h e  w o r l d  o f  my j o b  ( t r a n s c r i b e r  
in  a d a i r y - e q u i p m e n t  c o m p a n y ) ; and t h e  w r i t i n g ,  
w hic h  I  was somehow a b l e  t o  c a r r y  a r o u n d - w i t h  
me t h r o u g h  w o r k ,  t h r o u g h  home. T ime on t h e  
b u s . . . t h e  s t o l e n  moments a t  work . . .deep  n i g h t  
h o u r s . . . ( O r r  page 33 )

O l s e n ' s  d e s i r e  t o  w o r k ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  h e r  s t e a d f a s t

m a i n t a i n i n g  o f  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  make h e r  an A m er ican  S c h o l a r .

I t  i s  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  O ls e n  was a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a d e s i r e  t o

w r i t e  u n d e r  such d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s .

O ls e n  p o r t r a y s  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  in  h e r  s t o r i e s  as b e in g

on t h e i r  f e e t ,  t h i n k i n g  women. Her  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  s t r o n g ,



dignified women who are capable of indepth analyzing of

p r o b l e m s .  I n  I  S ta n d  H e r e  I r o n i n g , she  w r i t e s ,  " L e t  h e r  b e .  

So a l l  t h a t  i s  in  h e r  w i l l  n o t  b loom — b u t  in  how many does  

i t ?  . T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  enough l e f t  t o  l i v e  b y .  O n ly  h e l p  h e r  

t o  know— h e l p  make i t  so t h e r e  i s  c a u s e  f o r  h e r  t o  

know— t h a t  she i s  more t h a n  t h i s  d r e s s  an t h e  i r o n i n g  b o a r d , 

h e l p l e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  i r o n . "  (O ls e n  page 12) T i l l i e  O lse n  

shows t h e  r e a d e r  t h e  p r o b le m  s o l v i n g  a b i l i t i e s  h o u s e w iv e s  

p o s s e s s .

O ls e n  adds p o w e r f u l  images t o  h e r  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  

d o m e s t ic  s c e n e ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  d a i l y  

l i v e s  o f  h e r  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n  Te l  1 Me a R i d d l e . O ls e n  shows  

how t h e  dob o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  i s  n o t  as  e as y  as  some p e o p l e  

assume.  She s h a t t e r s  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  t h a t  b e i n g  a h o u s e w i f e  

i s  e a s y  o r  u n e v e n t f u l  .

Now t h e y  p u t  a baby in  h e r  1a p . Do n o t  ask  
me, she  wou ld  have  l i k e d  t o  b e g .  Enough t h e  
worn f a c e  o f  V i v i , t h e  remembered g r a n d c h i 1d re n  .
I  c a n n o t ,  c a n n o t  . . .C a n n o t  w hat?  U n n a t u r a l  g r a n d ­
m o t h e r ,  n o t  a b l e  t o  make h e r s e l f  embraoe a b a b y .

She l a y  t h e r e  in  bed o f  t h e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s , '  
h e r  h e a r i n g  a i d  t u r n e d  f u l 1 ,  1 i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  
sound o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  g o in g  t o  s l e e p ,  t h e  b a b y ' s  
f r e t f u l  c r y i n g  and h u s h i n g ,  t h e  c l a t t e r  o f  d i s h e s  
b e i n g  washed and p u t  aw ay .  They t h o u g h t  she  
s l e p t .  S t i l l  she  r o d e  on .

I t  was n o t  t h a t  she had n o t  l o v e d  h e r  b a b i e s ,  
h e r  c h i l d r e n .  The l o v e — t h e  p a s s io n  o f  t e n d i n g —  
had r i s e n  w i t h  t h e  need l i k e  a t o r r e n t ; and l i k e  
a t o r r e n t  drowned and im m ola ted  a l l  e l s e .  But  
when t h e  need was done— oh t h e  power  t h a t  was 
l o s t  in  t h e  p a i n f u l  damming back and d r y i n g  up o f  
what  s t i l l  s u r g e d ,  b u t  had nowhere t o  g o .  O n ly  
t h e  t h i n  p u l s i n g  l e f t  t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  q u i e t ,  
s u f f e r i n g  o v e r  l i v e s  one f e l t ,  b u t  c o u ld  no l o n g e r  
hoi d n o r  hel  p .



O l s e n ' s  women c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  t h i n k e r s .  They em brace  1 i f e  

and - f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h a t  w h ich  many s a y  t h e y  can n o t  c o n t r o l  . 

They a r e  s t r o n g ,  - f i g h t e r s  t o  t h e  e n d .

O ls e n  a l s o  w r i t e s  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  She o f t e n  t i m e s  

a l l o w s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  f e e l  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o o r  p e rs o n  

th r o u g h  h e r  w r i t i n g .  I n  h e r  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  poem, 111 Want  

You Women Up N o r t h  t o  K n o w ," O ls e n  t r i e s  t o  a m p l i f y  h e r  

v ie w s  on t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  l a b o r e r .  F o r  e x a m p le ,

i  w ant  you women up n o r t h  t o  know 
how t h o s e  d a i n t y  c h i l d r e n ' s  d r e s s e s  you buy  

a t  m a c y ' s ,  w a n n am ak ers ,  g i m b e l s ,  m archa l  1 
f i e l d s ,
a r e  dyed i n  b l o o d ,  a r e  s t i t c h e d  i n  w a s t i n g  f l e s h ,  
down in  San A n t o n i a ,  "w h ere  s u n s h i n e  spends  t h e  
w i n t e r ."
I  w ant  you women up n o r t h  t o  see
t h e  o b s e q u i o u s  s m i l e ,  t h e  s a l e s l a d i e s  t r i l l

" e x q u i s i t e  w o r k ,  madame, e x q u i s i t e  p l e a t s "  
v a n i s h  i n t o  a b l o a t e d  f a c e ,  o r d e r i n g  more d r e s s e s ,  

g o u g in g  t h e  wages down,  
d i s s o l v e  i n t o  m a r i a ,  a m b ro s a ,  c a t a l i n a ,

s t i t c h i n g  t h e s e  d r e s s e s  f ro m  dawn t o  n i g h t ,  
i n  b l o o d ,  in  w a s t i n g  f l e s h .  ( O r r  page 4 5 )

O l s e n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  makes t h e

poem m e a n i n g f u l . Not  o n l y  does  she  a l l o w  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  see

th e  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h e r  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  r a t h e r , she a l s o

a l l o w s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  s e e  t h e  f a c e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r e s s e d  w o r k e r s

in  t h e  f a c t o r y .  O ls e n  t r i e s  t o  g i v e  meaning t o  h e r  s u b j e c t

r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  d e p i c t  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  in  a r o m a n t i c i z e d

fash  io n  .
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E d u c a t i o n  i s  a j o i n t  p r o c e s s  o f  i n f o r m a l  and f o r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n .  Formal  e d u c a t i o n  a l o n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  enough  

t o  make a s t u d e n t  m a r k e t a b l e  in  t o d a y ' s  s o c i e t y ' .  I n f o r m a l  

t e a c h i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e  w e l l - r o u n d e d  

i n d i v i d u a l  . S t u d e n t s  must  have  " h a n d s - o n " / i n f o r m a l  l e a r n i n g  

and t e a c h i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  become c o m p l e t e .  An e d u c a t i o n  i s  

of  no use  i f  one does n o t  a p p l y  t o  l i f e  what  i s  l e a r n e d .

The t h i n k i n g  p e r s o n  i s  a p r o d u c t  o f  b o th  i n f o r m a l  and f o r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n .  Those who h av e  a c c e s s  t o  b o th  fo r m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

have a c l e a r  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h o s e  who do n o t .  The  

" c o m p le te "  p e r s o n  uses  i n f o r m a l / " h a n d s - o n " i n f o r m a t i o n  as  a 

p r i m a r y  i n f l u e n c e  i n  h i s / h e r  l i f e .  John H e r s e y  s t a t e s  i n  

The W r i t e r ' s  C r a f t  t h a t  W i l l i a m  B u rro u g h s  "worked  a t  v a r i o u s  

unusual j o b s ,  t h a t  i s  f o r  a H a r v a r d  man: f o r  e x a m p le ,  a s  a 

d e t e c t i v e ,  a b a r t e n d e r , an e x t e r m i n a t o r  o f  r o a c h e s  and 

r a t s . "  <H ers ey  page 2 9 9 )  The Am er ican  S c h o l a r  i s  a b l e  t o  

h a n d le  a d v e r s e  s i t u a t i o n s — knowing h e / s h e  has  t h e  b a s i c  

s u r v i v a l  s k i l l s  w h ic h  a r e  t a u g h t  a t  t h e  i n f  ormal  - j  e v e l  , f_As 

in  t h e  c a s e  o f  B u r r o u g h s ,  t h e  s c h o l a r  l e a r n s  a g r e a t  d e a l  

f rom t h e  s o - c a l 1ed "common j o b s " ,  and f o r  h i s / h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  

h e / s h e  i s  a more w e l l - r o u n d e d  and c o m p le t e  i n d i v i d u a l — an 

American S c h o l a r .

The b e s t  exa m p le  A m e r ic a  has t o  o f f e r  o f  an A m er ican  

S c h o l a r  can be fo u n d  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  home. The h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  

w r i t e s  i s  o u r  A m er ican  S c h o l a r .  Nowhere e l s e  can one f i n d  a 

group o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  and be



p r o d u c t i v e  i n  a dual  r o l e -  H o u s e w iv e s  h av e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  

use " h a n d s -o n "  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  make t h e m s e l v e s  b e t t e r  

w r i t e r s .  The a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t o  use h e r  hands  and 

h er  mind make h e r  t h e  e p i t o m e  o f  t h e  w e l l - r o u n d e d  

i n d i v i d u a l . S i n c e  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  

w i t h  a c h a n g in g  w o r l d  i n  h e r  d a i l y  j o b  as  h o u s e w i f e ,  she i s  

b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  be an i n t e l 1e c t u a l  l e a d e r .  The h o u s e w i f e  

t h a t  w r i t e s  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  s e e k i n g  new and e x c i t i n g  

kn o w le d g e — n e v e r  s t a g n a t i n g .  She d e s i r e s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  _ 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  comes f r o m  w r i t i n g .  No o t h e r  g roup  o f  

p e o p le  d e s e r v e  t h e  r e s p e c t  and a d m i r a t i o n  o f  o t h e r s  th a n  

hou sew ive s  t h a t  w r i t e ,  f o r  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e i r  d a i l y  t r i a l s  a t  

home t h e y  h a v e  shown us t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s  as w r i t e r s — f o r  t h i s  

we must c a l l  them A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r s .  Y e s ,  t h e  A m e r ic a n  

S c h o l a r  can be fo u n d  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  home— i n  o u r  v e r y  own 

n e i g h b o r h o o d s — t h e  A m e r ic a n  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s .
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Women o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  w ere  c l e a r l y  

e f f e c t e d  by t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  cau sed  by t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  w ar  

w i t h  E n g l a n d .  Each new day  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  cha n g es  f r o m  w h ic h  

t h e  c o l o n i a l  h o u s e w i f e  was f o r c e d  t o  r e a c t .  The i r o n i c  

p o i n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  s c h o l a r l y  w o r k ,  many 

h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r o t e  went  w i t h o u t  r e c o g n i t i o n .  Women such  

as A b i g a i l  Adams, S a ra h  F r a n k l i n  B a c h e , Jan e  F r a n k l i n  Mecom,  

M ercy O t i s  W a r r e n , and P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

t y p i c a l  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  d u r i n g  t h e  

A m er ican  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  P e r i o d .  Adams, B a c h e ,  Mecom, W a r r e n , 

and W h e a t l e y  s e a r c h e d  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  in  a s o c i e t y  t h a t  

would n o t  l i s t e n .  The one e l e m e n t  which  t i e s  t h e s e  women 

t o g e t h e r  i s  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  overcome t h e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

and c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  Many o t h e r  women would  h ave  

g i v e n  u p ,  b u t  Adams, B a c h e ,  Mecom, W a r r e n , and W h e a t l e y  

would n o t  y i e l d  t o  s o c i e t y ' s  w i l l . The s t r u g g l e  women

w r i t e r s  and t h i n k e r s  f a c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  

War can be seen  when one lo o k s  a t  t h e  1 i v e s  o f  Adams, B a c h e ,  

Mecom, W a r r e n ,  and W h e a t l e y .  Though t h e y  came f ro m  -

d i f f e r e n t  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  f ro m  Adams t o  W h e a t l e y ,  t h e y  h e l d  

o nto  a d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  and w r i t e  in  a t i m e  when 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by women was n o t  lo o k e d  on f a v o r a b l y  by 

s o c i e t y .  The l a c k  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  women l i k e  Adams, B a c h e ,  

Mecom, W a r r e n , and W h e a t l e y  r e c e i v e d  d i d  n o t  s lo w  t h e s e  

women down,  r a t h e r ,  t h e s e  women o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  

re s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  needs  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and c o u n t r y .  They  

v o i c e d  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  v ie w s  a b o u t  t h e



w ar— t r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  h av e  an i m p a c t .  The e n d l e s s  

s t r u g g l e  s c h o l a r  h o u s e w iv e s  -faced s e r v e d  t o  h o l d  t h e s e  women 

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a common t h r e a d  each c o u ld  s h a r e .  The a v e r a g e  

person  w o u ld  h av e  g i v e n  u p ,  y e t  t h e s e  l a d y  p a t r i o t s  r e a c t e d  

t o  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  i n  a p o s i t i v e  n a t u r e .  Not  o n l y  d i d  t h e s e  

women r e a c t  t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o-f t h e  w a r ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  had 

t o  s t e p  up t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  home s i n c e  t h e y  had  

l o s t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o-f t h e i r  husbands  who w ere  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  

th e  war  e f f o r t .  As L i n d a  K.  K e r b e r  s t a t e s  i n ,  Women o f  t h e  

R e p u b l ic s  I n t e l l e c t  and I d e o l o g y  in  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  A m e r i c a .

The men o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  assumed t h a t  t h e  war  
was t h e i r s  t o  make .  T h e r e  was no f o r m a l  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t  i n  w h ich  women m ig h t  be  
c o n s u l t e d  o r  m ig h t  d e v e lo p  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  
j u d g m e n t .  But  t h e  war  i t s e l f  d i d  speed t h e  
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  women i n t o  t h e  c i v i l  p o l i t y . . .  
h e r  s e r v i c e s  i n  a 1a r g e l y  g u e r r i l l a  w ar  w e re  
much s o u g h t  a f t e r — as a p r o v i d e r  o f  e s s e n t i a l  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  t r o o p s ,  as  a c i v i l i a n  s o u r c e  o f  
f o o d  and s h e l t e r ,  as  a c o n t r i b u t o r  o f  f u n d s  
and s u p p l i e s ,  as  a s p y .

As t h e  w ar  d e v e l o p e d ,  women found  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  w ere

needed t o  b e a t  t h e  enemy.  Women d i d  what- ever-  was needed  t o

h e lp  t h e  war  e f f o r t ,  as  a r e s u l t ,  women began t o  f i n d  t h e i r

r o l e  in  s o c i e t y  was much more i m p o r t a n t  t h e n  t h e y  had been

led  t o  b e l i e v e  p r i o r .  I t  was a t i m e  o f  g r e a t  g r o w th  f o r  t h e

h o u s e w i f e  as  she began t o  seek a p u b l i c  i d e n t i t y ,  a s o c i a l

p l a c e  w here  h e r  e f f o r t s  would  be a c c e p t e d  and r e c o g n i z e d .

Women w ere  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  commit  t h e m s e l v e s  
p o l i t i c a l l y  and th e n  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e .  
The war  r a i s e d  once a g a in  t h e  o l d  q u e s t i o n  o f  
w h e t h e r  a woman c o u ld  be a p a t r i o t . « . ( K e r b e r
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pag es  S & 9 )

The A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  had a g r e a t  e f f e c t  on t h e  h o u s e w i f e .  

Through t h e  w a r ,  women w e re  a b l e  t o  p r o v e  t h e y  w ere  c a p a b l e  

of m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  a t  home,  w h i l e  t h e  husband was aw ay .  

A l th o u g h  fe w  p e o p l e  l i s t e n e d ,  i t  n o n e t h e l e s s  was a s t a r t  t o  

a r o a d  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n .  The w ar  a l s o  p ro v e d  t h a t  women c o u ld

be p o l i t i c a l l y  o u t s p o k e n  w r i t i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  w r i t i n g  a b o u t

is s u e s  o f  t h e i r  c o n c e r n .

The women o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  soon fo u n d  t h e r e  was a need  

f o r  t h e i r  s k i l l s  and t h e r e  was a need f o r  them t o  r e a c t  t o  

th e  w a r .  They c o u l d  n o t  s t a y  n e u t r a l , f o r  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

s o c i e t y  and i t s  p r e s s u r e s  w ere  t o o  much. They e i t h e r  had t o  

c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  p a t r i o t s  o r  l o y a l i s t s .  The e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  

war became o b v i o u s  t o  t h e s e  women. T h e i r  r o l e s  w ere  e v e r  

grow ing  w i t h  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  husbands away a t  w a r .

Many t i m e s  t h e  women w ere  e f f e c t e d  more by t h e  war  t h a n  t h e  

men s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t i e s . 

Yes,  t h e  men d i d  h a v e  t o  f i g h t  on t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d ,  b u t  t h e y '  

d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  upkeep o f  t h e  h o m e s te a d ,  t h e  

c a r i n g  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  spouse was dead or  

a l i v e .  A l s o  t h e s e  women had t o  s t e p  up t h e i r  r o l e s  as  

p r o v i d e r s  f o r  t h e  army w i t h  f o o d ,  s u p p l i e s ,  and l o d g i n g  f o r  

s o l d i e r s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  were  a g r e a t  burden  on t h e  

women o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n .  As a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  women t h a t  c o u ld  use t h e i r



“pen" w e re  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  v o i c e  an o p i n i o n .  These  

o p i n i o n s  w e re  n o t  a lw a y s  l o o k e d  upon p o s i t i v e l y  by t h e  

s o c i e t y .  Many h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r o t e  c o n f r o n t e d  r e s i s t a n c e  

f rom^.the  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  l i k e  women c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  

r o l e s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  f e e l i n g  women w ere  s t e p p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e i r  

p l a c e .  The s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  l o o k e d  down 

on women who t r i e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a u t h o r i t y — e s p e c i a l l y  i f  

t h e y  w ere  h o u s e w i v e s .  I r o n i c a l l y  t h e s e  v e r y  same men t h a t  

were u p s e t  o v e r  t h e  women c h a l l e n g i n g  a u t h o r i t y  w ere  d o in g _  

t h e  v e r y  same t h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  k i n g  o f  E n g l a n d .

N e v e r t h e l  e s s , women r e c e i v e d  m in im al  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  

v iew s  and w r i t i n g .  What was i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  was what  

s i d e  you w e re  o n — t h e  l o y a l i s t s  o r  t h e  p a t r i o t s .

D u r i n g  w a r t i m e  t h i s  a s s u m p t io n  c a u g h t  women in  
a d o u b l e  b i n d :  women l e f t  a t  home w h i l e  t h e i r
h u s bands  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  l o y a l i s t s  w ere  o f t e n  
o s t r a c i z e d  by t h e i r  c o m m u n i t ie s  and f o r c e d  i n t o  
e x i l e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  ask ed  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  
o p i n i o n s . ( K e r b e r  page 9)

What f r u s t r a t e d  many women was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  n o t

a l lo w e d  a p o l i t i c a l  v i e w .  I t  was assumed t h a t -  t h e i r  v i e w s

were t h e  same as  t h e  h u s b a n d ' s ,  t h u s  i f  t h e  husband was a

l o y a l i s t ,  t h e n  t o o  t h e  w i f e  must be as w e l l  . The p r o b le m

i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  women w ere  f a s t i y  b e in g  th ro w n  i n t o  p o s i t i o n s

of power w i t h  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  husbands and t h e r e  c o u ld

be no t u r n i n g  b a c k .  By w a r ' s  end many women f o r c e d  t h e i r

way i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s ce n e  th r o u g h  t h e i r  w r i t i n g — b u t  i t

seemed t o o  l i t t l e  t o o  l a t e ,  f o r  w i t h  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  men

from war a l s o  came t h e  p r e s s u r e  f o r  t h e  women t o  r e t u r n  t o
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t h e i r -  r o l e  as  h o u s e w i f e  and h o u s e w i f e  o n l y .  T h i s  d i d n ' t  

s e t t l e  w e l l  w i t h  many h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r o t e .  They f e l t  t h e  

s c h o l a r l y  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  work as w r i t e r s .  They  

found  n o t h i n g  wrong w i t h  w r i t i n g ,  in  f a c t  t h e y  f e l t  i t  was a 

n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s — h o u s e w i f e  and w r i t i n g .  The h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  

w r o te  was now in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  be h e a r d .  They w anted  t o  

v o i c e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s .  The h o u s e w iv e  t h a t  w r o t e  f i n a l l y '  had  

t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  f e e l  she  had s o m e th in g  t o  s a y .

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  was n o t  o n l y  

i n t e l l i g e n t ,  she  a l s o  was p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  in  t h e  s en se  a t  

a minimum she  u n d e r s t o o d  p o l i t i c s .  She man'/ t i m e s  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a t  p a r t i e s  o r  g e t  

t o g e t h e r s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,

The b e s t - k n o w n  o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  by  
A m e r ic a n  women i s  t h e  campaign o f  t h e  f e m a l e  
p a t r i o t s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  c o l l e c t  fu n d s  f o r  
W a s h i n g t o n ' s  t r o o p s .  O r g a n i z e d  and l e d  by  
E s t h e r  D e B e r d t  R e e d ( i n  h e r  r o l e  as w i f e  o f  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a )  and B en jam in  
F r a n k l i n ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  Sa ra h  F r a n k l i n  B a che ,  
t h e  cam paign  g a i n e d  much p u b l i c i t y  because  - 
i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n c l u d e d  " t h e  b e s t  l a d i e s "  
o f  t h e  p a t r i o t  s i d e  . . .Col 1e c t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
d o o r - t o - d o o r  i m p l i e d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  : "Of
a l l  a b s u r d i t i e s , "  t h e  l o y a l i s t  Anna Rawl e 
w r o t e  t o  Rebecca  Rawl e Sh oem aker ,  " t h e  
l a d i e s  g o in g  a b o u t  f o r  money exc eede d  e v e r y ­
t h i n g ;  t h e y  w ere  so e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t u n a t e  
t h a t  p e o p l e  w ere  o b l i g e d  t o  g i v e  them so m eth in g  
t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e m ( K e r b e r  pages 9? & 102)

The p o l i t i c a l l y  m o t i v a t e d  h o u s e w iv e s  w ere  v e r y  a c t i v e  and

o f t e n  g o t  t h e i r  way .  They seldom took  "no" f o r  an a n s w e r .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  a t t i t u d e  i s  what  s e t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e
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h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r o t e .  Once t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  t a s t e s  

su c cess  w i t h  h e r  pen she  can n e v e r  go back t o  mere  

s e r v i t u d e — f o r  now she  v a l u e s  h e r  own o p i n i o n  and h e r  

o p i n i o n  c o u l d  change  s o c i e t y .
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ABIGAIL ADAMS

»

A biga il Adams (Portrait by Ralph Earl) 
if Courtesy, New York State H istorica l Association, Cooperstown

A b i g a i l  A dam s,  w i f e  o f  -John Adams,  was b o r n  Novem ber  

11 ,  1 7 4 4 .  She d i e d  O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  I S I S .  From t h e  v e r y  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e  t o  John Adams, A b i g a i 1 - Adams was

■forced t o  t a k e  a b a c k  s e a t  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  p o l i t i c a l

c a r e e r .  She t o o k  on t h e  huge  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  

h o u s e h o ld  when John t r a v e l e d  , o f t e n  l e a v i n g  t h i e r  home f o r

weeks and m o n th s  a t  a t i m e .  T h i s  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  h e r

husband f r u s t r a t e d  Adams.  I t  f o r c e d  h e r  t o  t a k e  on t h e  

e n t i r e  l o a d  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  f r o m  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  t o  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d e a l i n g s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  

F o r  e x a m p l e .  P au l  E n g l e  s t a t e s  i n  h i s  book e n t i t l e d .  Women



i n  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n , "John had 1 e f t  e a r l  y in  

J a n u a r y ,  and Adams s t a y e d  t o  - fo l lo w  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  war  

and w o r r y  by h e r s e l f  . " ( E n g le  page 258 )  Adams was v e r y  

f r u s t r a t e d  o v e r  t h e  f a c t  she  c o u ld  do n o t h i n g  t o  h e l p  h e r  

h u s b a n d .  The c o n s t a n t  p r e s s u r e  o f  w o r r y i n g  a v e r  w h e t h e r  h e r  

husband was dead o r  a l i v e  a l s o  f r u s t r a t e d  Adams, y e t  she  

c o n t i n u e d  h e r  s c h o l a r l y  d e s i r e s  and k e p t  up h e r  l e t t e r  

w r i t  i n g .

Adams was a p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r  o f  l e t t e r s ,  c o r e s p o n d in g  

h e a v i l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  A m er ican  R e v o l u t i o n .  L e t t e r  w r i t i n g  

seemed t o  c o m f o r t  Adams in  t h e  abs e n c e  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d .  They  

do more f o r  p r e s e n t  day  r e a d e r s , do t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,  as  t h e y  

g i v e  keen  i n s i g h t  i n t o  A b i g a i l  Adams's  f r u s t r a t i o n  and  

p a i n .  Adams, a b r i l l i a n t  p e r s o n ,  was q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  

f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h e r  e x i s t e n c e — she w anted  more  

out  o f  l i f e .  B u t  more t h a n  t h i s ,  she w anted  t o  be w i t h  h e r  

husband,  w h ic h  she saw l i t t l e  o f  d u r i n g  most o f  h e r  m a r r i e d  

l i f e .  She h a t e d  t h e  i n s e c u r e  f e e l i n g  o f  n o t  knowing  when o r  

i f  h e r  husband would  r e t u r n . She shows h e r  f r u s t r a t i o n  w"herT 

she w r i t e s ,

. . . t h e  a g i t a t i o n  and d i s t r e s s  I  was th ro w n  
i n t o  by r e c e i v i n g  a l e t t e r  in  h i s  hand­
w r i t i n g ,  f r a n k e d  by h im .  I t  seemed a lm o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  human mind c o u ld  t a k e  
i n ,  i n  so sm al l  a spa ce  of  t i m e ,  so many 
i d e a s  as ru s h e d  upon mine in  t h e  spa ce  of  
a moment . I  c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  t o  you what  
I  f e l t .  The s i c k n e s s  o r  d e a th  o f  t h e  
d e a r e s t  o f  f r i e n d s ,  w i t h  t e n  th o u s a n d  h o r r o r s ,  
s e i s e d  my i m a g i n a t i o n .  I  to o k  up t h e  l e t t e r ,  
th e n  l a i d  i t  down,  th e n  gave i t  o u t  o f  my
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hand u n a b l e  t o  open i t ,  t h e n  col  1e c t e d  
r e s o l u t i o n  enough t o  u nsea l  i t  b u t  d a re d  
n o t  r e a d  i t ;  began a t  t h e  b o t t o m — r e a d  a 
l i n e — t h e n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  b e g in  i t ,  b u t  
c o u l d  n o t .  ( E n g l e  page  2 59 )

The many d a y s  and n i g h t s  Adams s p e n t  a l o n e  h e l p e d  t o  b u i l d

her  c h a r a c t e r .  She began t o  become more and more

p o l i t i c a l l y  i n v o l v e d  and t h u s  began t h e  lo n g  r o a d  t o

becoming an A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .

F e a r  o v e r  i n v a s i o n  by t h e  B r i t i s h  was a c e n t r a l  c o n c e r n  

o-f A b i g a i l  Adams.  Many o t h e r  p e o p l e  s h a re d  t h i s  - f e a r .  As 

Adams s t a t e s ,  " A l l  Bo s to n  was in  con -fus ion  p a c k i n g  up and 

c a r t i n g  o u t  o-f town h o u s e h o ld  - f u r n i t u r e ,  m i l i t a r y  s t o r e s ,  

goods,  e t c . . . 0  human n a t u r e !  o r  r a t h e r ,  0 inhuman n a t u r e !  

what a r t  t h o u ? . . . th o u g h  p r e t t y  w eak ,  I  s e t  a b o u t  p a c k i n g  my 

t h i n g s ,  and on S a t u r d a y  removed a 1o a d . " ( E n g l e  pag e  2 6 0 )

Even th o u g h  t h e  c o n f l i c t  d i d  n o t  come, Adams's  d e s c r i p t i v e  

account  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was e x c e l l e n t .  I n  t h i s  i t  

e x e m p l i f i e s  A d am s 's  t h o u g h t  p r o v o k in g  p r o s e .

A dam s's  t a l e n t s  d i d  n o t  go u n n o t i c e d ' b y  e v e r y o n e . Fier 

husband,  John Adams, o f t e n  n o te d  how l o y a l  and d e v o te d  

A b i g a i l  was t o  h i m .  He o f t e n  complemented h e r  on h e r  

househo ld  management  s k i l l s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,

A b i g a i l ' s  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  in  t h e  m id s t  o f  t h e  
war l e d  John t o  t h i n k  about  t h e  s u p p o r t  w iv e s  
gave  t o  1 e a d e r s  o f  n a t i o n s .  In  s u b t l e  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  , he t o l d  A b i g a i l  t h a t  g r e a t  men 
would  n o t  be so w ere  i t  n o t  f o r  t h e  women 
who h e l p e d  t h e m .  "Upon e x a m in in g  t h e  
b i o g r a p h y  o f  i l l u s t r i o u s  men,"  he t o l d  
A b i g a i l  , "you w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  f i n d  some



•female a b o u t  th e m ,  in  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o-f m o th e r  
o r  w i f e  o r  s i s t e r "  who e n c o u ra g e d  th e m .
( E n g l e  page 2 6 1 )

Though c o m p l im e n te d  by h e r  h u s b a n d ,  Adams s t i l l  f a c e d  t h e

a rd u o u s  c h o r e  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and h e r  h o u s e h o l d .

The s t r e s s  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  f a r m  was immense;  as  a

r e s u l t ,  sh e  became even  more f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n

l i f e .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  war  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  f ro m  h e r  husband

c o n cern ed  h e r .  Adams w o r r i e d  s i n c e  t h e r e  was " t re m e n d o u s

i n f l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  w ar  and many n e c e s s i t i e s  w e re  d i f f i c u l t

t o  g e t  a t  any  p r i c e . "  ( E n g le  page 2 6 9 )  Through a l l  t h e

f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  war  and t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  f ro m  h e r  husb an d ,

A b i g a i l  Adams c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e .



SARAH FRANKLIN BACHE

Sarah F rank lin  Bache (Portrait by John Hoppner)
Courtesy, The M etropolitan Museum o f  A rt, Wolfe Fund, 1901

S a r a h  F r a n k l i n  B a c h e ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  B e n j a m i n  

F r a n k l i n ,  d i e d  i n  1 8 0 8 .  D u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  

S a ra h  was an a u t h o r  and a r e l i e f  w o r k e r .  S a r a h  was an 

e x c e l l e n t  o r g a n i z e r  and was among t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  l e d  by  

E s t h e r  de  B e r d t  Reed t o  r a i s e  money f o r  G e n e r a l  W a s h i n g t o n  

a r m y . . . "  ( E n g l e  2 3 6 )  A lo n g  w i t h  h e r  r e l i e f  w o r k ,  S a r a h  

F r a n k ! i n  B a c h e  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  h e r  h o u s e h o l d ,  o r g a n i z e d  

r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  t r o o p s , o p e r a t e d  a n u r s e r y  o f  e i g h t  

c h i l d r e n ,  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e .
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The A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  had a g r e a t  e f f e c t  on S a ra h

F r a n k l i n  B a c h e .  T ime a f t e r  t i m e  she  p r o v e d  how to u g h  she  

was,  t a k i n g  on t h e  r e g a r s  o f  l i f e  in  s t r i d e .

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War changed S a ra h  B a c h e ' s  
l i f e  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  w a y s .  H e r  husband was 
a p p o i n t e d  p o s t m a s t e r  g e n e r a l  i n  1776 and was 
o f t e n  away f r o m  home and in  d a n g e r  o f  c a p t u r e .  
I n  t h a t  same y e a r ,  h e r  f a t h e r  to o k  h e r  e l d e s t  
son t o  F r a n c e ,  w here  t h e  c h i l d  r e m a in e d  t o  be  
e d u c a t e d  u n t i l  1 7 8 5 .  S a ra h  was f o r c e d  t o  move 
h e r  h o u s e h o ld  t o  a v o i d  t h e  t h r u s t  o f  B r i t i s h  
f a r c e s .  When t h e  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  adv anced  
t h r o u g h  New J e r s e y  i n  1 7 7 6 ,  S a ra h  t o o k  r e f u g e  
i n  G osh en ,  C h e s t e r  C o u n t y .  V e r y  f a r  advanced  
i n  p r e g n a n c y , S a ra h  b o r e  h e r  second d a u g h t e r  
in  G oshen .  F o u r  days  a f t e r  c h i l d b i r t h ,  S a ra h  
a g a i n  g a t h e r e d  up h e r  h o u s e h o ld  and f l e d  t o  
Lower  D u b l i n  Township  and t h e n  t o  M anhe im ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a .  A f t e r  a l l  o f  t h i s  e f f o r t  and 
t h e  t e r r o r  and e x h a u s t i o n  o f  g i v i n g  b i r t h  i n  
f l i g h t ,  S a ra h  r e s o l v e d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  
i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  n e x t  t i m e  t h e  B r i t i s h  a d v a n c e d . 
( E n g l e  page 2 4 0 )

Sarah F r a n k ! i n  Bache was a g r e a t  h o u s e w i f e ,  m o t h e r ,  and a 

woman o f  g r e a t  w i t .  "One n i g h t ,  upon s i t t i n g  up i n  b e d ,  she  

s p ie d  a r a t  e a t i n g  t h e  c a n d l e  on t h e  m a n t e l . She a ro u s e d  

h e r  h u s b a n d ,  who s a i d  s l e e p i l y ,  "My d e a r ,  t h e r e  i s  no r a t ,  

i t  i s  c o n c e i t . "  " V e r y  w e l l , M r .  B a c h e ,  t h e n  i t  i s  c o n c e i t  - 

w i t h  f o u r  l e g s  and a t a i l  As s l e e p y  as  he w as ,  t h e  poor  

man s l e w  t h e  r a t ,  b e i n g  no match f o r  h i s  w i f e ' s  w i t . "  ( E n g le  

page 243 )

S a ra h  F r a n k l i n  Bache was an am az ing  p e r s o n .  She was 

a b l e  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  s t r e s s  o f  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  

t o  w r i t e ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  she was a b l e  t o  d e d i c a t e  

much t i m e  and e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  She i s  an
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A m er ican  Schol  a r — p a r t  o-f t h a t  i m p r e s s i v e  group  o f  

h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r i t e .
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JANE FRANKLIN MECQM

J a n e  F r a n k l i n  Mecom, s i s t e r  o f  B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n ,  was  

b o rn  M a rc h  1 2 ,  1 7 1 2 ,  and d i e d  May 1 0 ,  1 7 9 4 .  She was a 

h o u s e w i f e  and m o t h e r  o f  t w e l  v e  c h i l d r e n .  ' H e r  -v ie w s  o f  t h e  

A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  g i v e  us  g r e a t  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  w a r .

J a n e ' s  l i f e  w o u ld  be  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  h e r  
p a r e n t s .  She had t o o  many c h i l d r e n  and  
e x p e r i e n c e d  much p e r s o n a l  t r a g e d y — e v e n  
a b j e c t  p o v e r t y .  As t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  a p p r o a c h e d  
and p r o g r e s s e d , s h e  w o u ld  n o t  become a g r e a t  
h e r o i n e  o r  s t a t e s m a n ' s  w i f e .  She w o u l d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  l e a v e  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  
t h e  momentous  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  e r a  i n  h e r  
l e t t e r s  t o  h e r  b r o t h e r  . . . J a n e , t h e r e f o r e ,  must  
be s e e n  a s  an i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e  i n  A m e r i c a ' s  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  f o r  t h r o u g h  h e r  
1 i f e  and l e t t e r s  we g a i n  new p e r s p e c t i v e s  on 
b o t h  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  c a r e e r  o f  h e r



b r i l l i a n t  b r o t h e r .  ( E n g l e  page 72 )

Through such h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r i t e  l i k e  Jan e  F r a n k ! i n  Mecom,  

one can l e a r n  a g r e a t  dea l  a b o u t  A m e r i c a ' s  p a s t .  J a n e  Mecom 

em bod ies  t h o s e  q u a l i t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  a t r u e  

Am erican  S c h o l a r .

Mecom had many h o l d  b a c k s ,  y e t  she c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e .  

Her c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  h e r  b r o t h e r , Ben F r a n k l i n  h e l p e d  h e r  

t h r o u g h  many d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s .  S i n c e  Jan e  Mecom was t h e  

f a v o r i t e  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  she  o f t e n  w r o t e  f o r  a d v i s e  o r  t o  

pass t h e  t i m e  o f  d a y ,  The k ey  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  Mecom's  l i f e  

can be fo u n d  i n  h e r  l e t t e r s  t o  F r a n k l i n .  W r i t i n g ,  i t  seems,  

h e lp e d  Mecom t o  o v e r  come h e r  s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e .  She o f t e n  

boarded  f a m i l y  and c l o s e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  w ere  down on t h e i r  

l u c k ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  to o k  a t o l l  on h e r  e m o t i o n a l l y .  She 

needed a r e l e a s e .  L e t t e r  w r i t i n g  was t h e  ans w er  t o  Mecom's  

d o m es t ic  w o r r i e s .  C a r l  Van Daren  w r i t e s  i n ,  The L e t t e r s  o f  

Ben jam in  F r a n k l i n  and Jane  Mecom,

As f o r  Jane  Mecom h e r s e l f ,  she s u r v i v e s   ̂ J
e s s e n t i a l l y ,  and no d ou bt  she would  have  
p r e f e r r e d  t h i s ,  i n  h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  
h e r  b r o t h e r . T h a t  was h e r  one c o n t i n u i n g  
h a p p i n e s s ,  h e r  one p r i d e  and t r i u m p h ,  N e v e r  
s u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  what  she w r o t e  would  e v e r  be  
r e a d  by s t r a n g e r s ,  she p ou red  o u t  h e r  h e a r t ,  
w h ic h  was r e g u l a t e d  by a c l e a r  s t e a d f a s t  
m in d .  L i n e  by l i n e ,  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  she  
r e v e a l e d  h e r  own c h a r a c t e r  w h i l e  she t o l d  
h e r  s t o r y .  (Van Doren page 32)

I t  i s  a m a z in g  t h a t  Jan e  Mecom was a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  w r i t i n g  

w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e s  she had on h e r  m in d ;  f ro m  f a m i l y



members s t a y i n g  w i t h  h e r  t o  h e r  own c h i l d r e n  p a s s i n g  aw ay .  

Mecom had a l o t  on h e r  m in d ,  y e t  she  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e .

H a n d ic a p p e d  by d o m e s t i c  m i s f o r t u n e s  as  
F r a n k l i n  n e v e r  w as ,  Jan e  Mecom s u r v i v e d  
as he  d i d ,  and r o s e  abo ve  h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
as  he d i d .  I f  she  had l i v e d  i n  c i r c l e s  
a n y t h i n g  1 i k e  h i s  she  m ig h t  h ave  been  
i n f l u e n t i a l  and m em orab le  i n  h e r  own d a y ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  w a i t i n g  f o r  a c e n t u r y  and a h a l f  
f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  due h e r .  (Van Da re n  page 32)

Mecom's a b i l i t y  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  h e r

f a m i l y  l i f e  w i t h  a d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  make h e r  an A m er ican

S c h o l a r .

Mecoms use  o f  g r a p h i c  d e t a i l  l e a v e s  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  an 

e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  e v e n t  she  i s  d e s c r i b i n g .  Through  

such c o n c r e t e  d e t a i l  one i s  a l l o w e d  t o  g a i n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  

Revol u t i o n a r y  W ar .  An e x a m p le  o f  Mecom's use o f  d e t a i l s  can  

be seen  when she w r i t e s  a l e t t e r  t o  h e r  b r o t h e r  f ro m  B o s to n .  

Boston had become a b a t t l e f i e l d  and Jane  Mecom made r e a d y  t o  

r e t r e a t  l i k e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r s .  She w r i t e s ,

. . . t h e  s t o r m  would  h av e  a r i s e n  so hijgh a s  
f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  (Thomas Gage) t o  have  s e n t  o u t  
a p a r t y  t o  c r e e p  o u t  i n  t h e  n i g h t  and  
s l a u g h t e r  o u r  d e a r  b r e t h r e n  f o r  e n d e a v o r i n g  
t o  d e f e n d  o u r  own p r o p e r t y .  But  God a p p e a re d  
f o r  us and d r o v e  them back w i t h  much g r e a t e r  
l o s s  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  own. T h e i r  
c o u n te n a n c e s  as  w e l 1 as  c o n f e s s i o n s  o f  many o f  
them show t h e y  w ere  m is t a k e n  in  t h e  p e o p l e  
t h e y  had t o  d ea l  w i t h ;  b u t  t h e  d i s t r e s s  i t  
has o c c a s i o n e d  i s  p a s t  my d e s c r i p t i o n .  The 
h o r r o r  t h e  town was in  when t h e  b a t t l e  
a p p ro a c h e d  w i t h i n  h e a r i n g ,  e x p e c t i n g  t h e y  
would  p r o c e e d  q u i t e  i n t o  to w n ;  t h e  commotion  
t h e  town was in  a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  c e a s e d ,  by th e  
p a r t i e s  coming in  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  wounded men,  
caused such an a g i t a t i o n  I  b e l i e v e  none had



much si  e e p . . . ( E n g l e  page  84)

Jane F r a n k l i n  Mecom was a good m o t h e r  and h o u s e w i f e ,  b u t  she  

c o u ld  a l s o  w r i t e — and w r i t e  w e l l . She shows t h e  

p e r s e v e r a n c e  a h o u s e w i f e  must h a v e  i f  she  w a n ts  t o  w r i t e .

She was an A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .



MERCY OTIS WARREN

Mercy O tis  Warren (Portrait by fohn Singleton Copley} 
Courtesy, Museum o f  Pune Arts. Boston.

M ercy  Q t i s  W arren  was b orn  S e p te m b er  2 5 ,  1 7 2 8 -  She  

d ie d  O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 8 1 4 .  M ercy  Warren was one o f  A m e r i c a ' s '  J 

best  e a r l y  woman w r i t e r s .  She p u b l i s h e d  a t h r e e - v o l u m e  s e t  

e n 1 11 1 ed H i s t o r y  o-f t h e  R i s e .  P r o g r e s s . and T e r m i n a t i o n  o-f 

th e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  1 8 0 5 .  D e s p i t e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  h e r  

w r i t i n g ,  she r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  r e c o g n i t i o n .  The f a c t  i s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  she was w r i t i n g  in  a m a l e - d o m in a t e d  s o c i e t y .  Her  

w r i t i n g  as  good as i t  was was u n j u s t l y  t r e a t e d .  H e r  w r i t i n g  

can no ] o n g e r  be o v e r  l o o k e d — i t  i s  e x c e l l e n t .  As Paul. E n g le  

s t a t e s  i n ,  Women in  t h e  A m er ican  R e v o l u t i o n , f o r  e x a m p le ,
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B ut  by - fa r  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  - fa c t  r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s  h i s t o r y  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  by a woman.
The a u t h o r , M ercy  O t i s  W a r r e n , was one o-f 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ' s b e s t  known w r i t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d .  As a woman in  a 
d e c i d e d l y  m a l e - d o m i n a t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w o r l d ,  
h e r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a r e  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  Though  
t h e r e  hav e  been r e c u r r e n t  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e v i v e  
t h i s  g r e a t  p e r s o n ' s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  i t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  
t h a t  she i s  n o t  b e t t e r  known in  o u r  own d a y .
( E n g l e  page  45 )

Mercy  W a r r e n ' s  w r i t i n g  i s  a v a l u a b l e  t o o l  t o  us t o d a y ,  -for  

h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A m er ican  R e v o l u t i o n  i s  

k e e n .  As A l i c e  Brown s t a t e s  in  Women o f  C o l o n i a l  and 

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  T im ess M ercy  W a r r e n . " . . . sh e  1 i v e d  t h r o u g h  

th e  f i r s t  i r r i t a t i o n  p r e c l u d i n g  w r a t h  “ f ro m  t h e  one we 

l o v e , "  t o  d e f e c t i o n ,  v i c t o r y ,  and p e a c e .  In  t i m e ,  in  

f e e l i n g  and i n f l u e n c e ,  h e r  l i f e  k e p t  p a c e ,  s t e p  f o r  s t e p ,  

w i t h  t h e  g r o w th  o f  a n a t i o n . " ( B r a w n  page 1)

L i k e  many o t h e r  h o u s e w iv e s  t h a t  w r o t e ,  W arren  w anted  

more o u t  o f  l i f e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  "Mercy  O t i s  l e a r n e d ,  l i k e  

a l l  p r o p e r  m a i d e n s ,  t h e  a r t s  t h a t  go t o  t h e  m ak ing  o f  good 

h o u s e w iv e s ;  y e t  I  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  w h o l l y  a p p e a le d  

t o  h e r . " ( B r o w n  pag e  2 3 )  M ercy  was meant f o r  b i g g e r  and 

b e t t e r  t h i n g s ,  h o w e v e r ,  she  worked h a rd  a t  b e i n g  a good 

mother  and h o u s e w i f e — n e v e r  l e t t i n g  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  d i e .

W arren  was a m o t h e r  o f  f i v e  c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  im a g in e  t h e  s t r e s s  she f e l t  o v e r  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  h e r  

f a m i l y  and m a i n t a i n i n g  t i m e  t o  w r i t e .  But  f o r  a l l  h e r  

f r u s t r a t i o n  and p a i n ,  she managed t o  sneak i n  t i m e  t o  do h e r  

s c h o l a r l y  w o r k — p u b l i s h i n g  p l a y s  and h i s t o r i e s .  H e r  j o b  in



many s e n s e s  was more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s ,  - for she  

had t o  s t a y  b e h in d  t o  c a r e  - for  t h e  - f a m i ly  and w o r r y  a b o u t  

t h e  f a t e  o f  h e r  husband away a t  w a r .  " W h i l e  t h e  men o f  t h e  

C o l o n i e s  w ere  r i s k i n g  l i f e  and f o r t u n e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a 

n a t i o n ,  t h e  women w ere  b e a r i n g  as  u n c o m p l a i n i n g l y  t h e  g r e a t  

burden  o f  p a t i e n c e . " (Brown page  100)  Through  a l l  t h e  t e s t s  

of t h e  w a r ,  M ercy  p e r s e v e r e d  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e .

M ercy  O t i s  W arren  was a l s o  known f o r  h e r  w i t .  She 

o f t e n  w r o t e  s a t i r i c a l  poems i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  some p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n  w h ich  u p s e t  h e r .  I n  h e r  poem e n t i t l e d ,  To t h e  Hon.  

• J . W i n t h r o p ,  E s q .  Who, on t h e  A m e r ic a n  D e t e r m i n a t i o n « in  

1 7 7 4 .  t o  suspend a l l  Commerce w i t h  B r i t a i n . ( e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  

r e a l  N e c e s s a r i e s  o f  1 i f e )  r e q u e s t e d  a p o e t i c a l  L i s t  o f  t h e  

A r t i c l e s  t h e  L a d i e s  m ig h t  c o m p r i s e  u n d e r  t h a t  H e a d .

But  w h a t ' s  t h e  a n g u is h  o f  w h o le  tow ns  i n  t e a r s ,  
Or t r e m b l i n g  c i t i e s  g r o a n i n g  o u t  t h e i r  f e a r s ?
The s t a t e  may t o t t e r  on proud  r u i n ' s  b r i n k ,
The sword be b r a n d i s h ' d  o r  t h e  b a r k  may s i n k ;
Yet  s h a l l  C l a r i s s a  check h e r  wanton p r i d e ,
And l a y  h e r  f e m a l e  o r n a m e n ts  a s i d e ?
Q u i t  a l l  t h e  s h i n i n g  pomp, th e -  gay . p a r a d e ,
The c o s t l y  t r a p p i n g s  t h a t  ad o rn  t h e  maid?
What!  a l l  t h e  a i d  o f  f o r e i g n  looms r e f u s e !
(As beds o f  t u l i p s  s t r i p ' d  o f  r i c h e s t  h u e s ,
Or t h e  s w ee t  bloom t h a t ' s  n i p ' d  by sudden f r o s t ,  
C l a r i s s a  r e i g n s  no more a f a v o r i t e  t o a s t . )
F o r  what  i s  v i r t u e ,  o r  t h e  w in n i n g  g r a c e ,
Of s o f t  good hum or ,  p l a y i n g  round  t h e  f a c e ;
□ r  what  t h o s e  modest  a n t i q u a t e d  c h a rm s ,
T h a t  l u r ' d  a B r u t u s  t o  a P o r i a ' s  a rm s;
Or a l l  t h e  h i d d e n  b e a u t i e s  o f  he m in d ,
C o m p ar 'd  w i t h  g a u z e ,  t a s s e l s  w e l l  c o m b in 'd ?
( W arren -B row n  pages  1 0 9 - 1 1 0 )

W a r r e n ' s  w i t  i s  i m p r e s s i v e  in  t h a t  she r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t

p e o p le  a c t  f o o l i s h l y .  M ercy  O t i s  Warren t o l d  i t  l i k e  i t



was— n e v e r  t r y i n g  t o  t i p  t o e  a ro u n d  a s u b j e c t .  W i t h  M ercy  

W a r r e n , w hat  h e r  " h e a r t  t h i n k s  h e r  t o n g u e  s p e a k s ( B r o w n  

page 153)

A l t h o u g h  M e rc y  O t i s  W a r r e n "s work went  u n n o t i c e d  -for  

t h e  most p a r t  by  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  h e r  t i m e ,  she was s t i l l  a 

f i n e  w r i t e r .  H e r  p l a y  The M o t l e y  Assembly  p u b l i s h e d  in  

1 7 7 9 ,  was p e r h a p s  t h e  f i r s t  A m er ican  p l a y  w i t h  an a l l  

am e r ic a n  c a s t  o f  c h a r a c t e r s . ( E n g l e  page 62 )  H e r  w orks  a r e  

v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  and as f a r  as  h e r  husband was c o n c e r n e d  she  

was c o n s i d e r e d  an i n t e l l e c t u a l . "Mercy  and A b i g a i l  w ere  

p r i v y  t o  t h e  o n g o in g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  s i n c e  b o t h  o f  

them w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  by t h e i r  husbands  and  

t h e i r  c l o s e  c i r c l e  o f  f r i e n d s . " ( E n g le  page 5 5 )

M ercy  O t i s  W arren  was a m a r v e lo u s  w r i t e r ,  h o u s e w i f e ,  

and m o t h e r ,  b u t  w hat  i s  h e r  g r e a t e s t  f e a t  i s  t h a t  she  c o u ld  

do a l l  t h r e e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  As C o l t o n  S trom  s t a t e s  in  

t h e  f o r w a r d  o f  W a r r e n ' s  The G r o u p « "M ercy  W a r r e n , b e i n g  an 

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  l a d y ,  would  n o t  speak o u t  art ptibl  i c  -  

m e e t i n g s ,  n o r  j o i n  r i o t s ,  n o r  f i g h t  in  t h e  l i n e s .  H o w ev er ,  

she c o u l d  w r i t e — and w r i t e  she  d i d ,  w i t h  a pen t h a t  e n d e a r e d  

h e r  t o  John Adams, Joseph W a r r e n , John H a n c o c k , Samuel  

Adams, and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  c o t e r i e . "  ( W a r r e n - F o r w a r d  o f  

The G ro u p ) W a rren  was a g r e a t  w r i t e r ,  p a t r i o t ,  and 

h o u s e w i f e .
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PHILLIS WHEATLEY

P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y ,  an e x - s l a v e ,  was probab-1 y  Tsorn a roun d  

1 7 6 3 . ( d a t e s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  due t o  t h e  f a c t  she was a s l a v e  

b ro u g h t  t o  A m e r ic a )  She d i e d  December 5 ,  1 7 8 4 .  P h i l l i s  

W h e a t le y  was a f i n e  p o e t  i n  a t i m e  when women r e c e i v e d  v e r y  

l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  h e r  w r i t i n g .  The a s t o n i s h i n g  t h i n g  i s  

t h a t  W h e a t l e y  was a s l a v e ,  a h o u s e w i f e ,  and a m o t h e r .  She 

c o n t i n u e d  t o  w r i t e  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  d i v e r s i t y .  "The - 

W h e a t l e y s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w ere  t h e  f i r s t  t o  be a s t o n i s h e d .  M rs .  

W h e a t le y  was l o o k i n g  o n l y  f o r  a young s l a v e  t o  h e l p  h e r  in  

h e r  a d v a n c i n g  y e a r s  when she and h e r  husband v i s i t e d  t h e



Boston  d o c k s  t h a t  day  in  1 7 6 1 . . .What  t h e  W h e a t l e y s  

d i s c o v e r e d  was a p o e t . "  ( E n g l e  pag e  94 )  The odds o-f P h i l l i s  

e v e r  becom ing  a p o e t  w ere  g r e a t l y  a g a i n s t  h e r .  She was 

b l a c k  and b l a c k s  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  i f  any  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  

t h e i r  w o r k .  P h i l l i s  was l u c k y  enough t o  hav e  s l a v e  owners  

t h a t  t r e a t e d  h e r  1 i k e  a d a u g h t e r  and s e n t  h e r  t o  school  .

She l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  and w r i t e  and h e r  p o e t r y  seemed t o  come 

n a t u r a l  1y .

W h e a t l e y  was r e a d  by many p e o p l e  o f  h e r  t i m e .  She was 

a b l e  t o  make g a i n s  and r e c e i v e  some r e c o g n i t i o n .  As a 

r e s u l t ,  h e r  i d e n t i t y  as  a s l a v e  many t i m e s  went  u n n o t i c e d .  

George W a s h i n g t o n ,  f o r  e x a m p le  was v e r y  im p re s s e d  w i t h  

W heat1e y ' s work .

I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i d n ' t  
even  know o f  P h i l l i s ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  as  a s l a v e
p o e t ,  f o r  h e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r  as  " M r s .  o r  M is s
P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y "  t o  h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  I f  he knew 
she w ere  a s l a v e ,  h e ,  a s l a v e h o l d e r  h i m s e l f ,  would  
n e v e r  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  p o l i t e  c o n f u s i o n  o v e r  
w h e t h e r  P h i l l i s  was a " M r s .  o r  M i s s " . ( E n g l e  page  
103)

P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y  had e v e r y t h i n g  a g a i n s t  h e r .  she  was 

b l a c k ,  she  was a s l a v e ,  she was a women, she was a m o t h e r ,  

and she was a h o u s e w i f e ,  y e t  she  n e v e r  l o s t  t h e  d e s i r e  t o

w r i t e .  S a d l y  P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y ' s  l i f e  ended w i t h o u t  h e r

r e c e i v i n g  a l l  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  she d e s e r v e d .  She l o s t  h e r  

c h i l d r e n  and h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  and d i e d  a p o o r  woman. " I t  i s  

not known by whom she  was m ourned .  H e r  husband was in  

d e b t o r ' s  j a i l  , and h e r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  were a l l  d e a d . .  .She
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d i e d  i n  a b j e c t  p o v e r t y ( E n g l e  page  9 3 )  She s t a n d  

r e m e m b e r e d , h o w e v e r ,  - for  she  i s  an A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .



The e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  A m er ican  R e v o l u t i o n  on women can be  

seen t h r o u g h  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  c o l o n i a l  h o u s e w iv e s -  The  

s t r u g g l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  w h i l e  t h e i r  h usbands  w ere  

away a t  w ar  was e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  on t h e s e  women- The  

d a i l y  t a s k  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and w o r r y i n g  f o r  l o v e d  

ones o f f  a t  w ar  would  s t o p  most p e o p l e  f ro m  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  

d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e -  T h e se  b o ld  women, h o w e v e r ,  n e v e r  s to p p e d  

t h e i r  w r i t i n g ,  and i n  d o in g  so t h e y  s e t  a t r a d i t i o n  f o r  

h o u s e w iv e s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .

War i s  h a r d  on a l l  o f  s o c i e t y ,  in  some way o r  a n o t h e r ,  

and i t  w ou ld  h av e  been e a s y  f o r  t h e s e  h o u s e w iv e s  t o  g i v e  up 

t h e i r  w r i t i n g  c a r e e r s ,  b u t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  h a p p e n .  These  women 

of  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  v i e w s  

th r o u g h  t h e i r  w r i t i n g .  Many o f  t h e s e  women d i e d  w i t h o u t  

r e c e i v i n g  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h e y  d e s e r v e d -  F o r  e x a m p le ,  John 

C. S h i e l d s  s t a t e  i n  The C o l l e c t e d  Works o f  P h i l l i s  

W heat1e v - “P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y ,  f o r m e r l y  renowned  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  1 y f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  h e r  p e n ,  d-ies1 in  ~
"W ^

p o v e r t y ,  l a r g e l y  f o r g o t t e n ( S h i e l d s  page 3 3 9 )

H o u s e w iv e s ,  w r i t e r s ,  and m o th e rs  w ere  t h e s e  g r e a t  

women— t h e i r  r o l e  as t h e  g r e a t  s t a b i l i z e r s  o f  s o c i e t y  have  

been u n j u s t l y  f o r g o t t e n -  The f a c t s  a r e  t h a t  t h e s e  women 

were n o t  o n l y  s t r o n g ,  t h e y  w ere  a l s o  p a t r o i t s  and community  

l e a d e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  p e n s -  The women o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  

R e v o l u t i o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p ro d u c e  s c h o l a r l y  w orks  w h i l e  und er  

immense p r e s s u r e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  makes t h e s e  women w o r t h y



o-f o u r  p r a i s e .  These  women o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n  w ere  

n o t  o n l y  g r e a t ,  t h e y  a r e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r s — t h e  h o u s e w i f e  

t h a t  w r i t e s .
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The A m e r ic a n  h o u s e w i f e  has  lo n g  been o v e r l o o k e d  f o r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  and p o l i t i c a l  i n s i g h t .  L o o k in g  back t o  

t h e  Seneca  F a l l s  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 4 8 ,  we g e t  a g l i m p s e  o f  

women w i l l i n g  t o  s t a n d  up f o r  what  t h e y  b e l i e v e d .  T h e i r  

s t r u g g l e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  was lo n g  and h a r d , but  

when t h e i r  t a s k  was c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e y  had made an i m p r i n t  on 

t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A m e r ic a n  s o c i e t y .  S o c i e t y  c o u ld  n o t  l o n g e r  

o v e r l o o k  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  women t o  make a d i f f e r e n c e .

Woman S u f f r a g e  f o r  t h e  A m e r ic a n  h o u s e w i f e  seemed t o  be  

an e n d l e s s  b a t t l e .  I n  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  such  

n o b le  women as M ary  A n t h o n y ,  A m e l i a  J en ks  B lo o m e r ,  L u c r e t i a  

C o f f i n  M o t t ,  and E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e  new 

e r a  o f  women who w ere  w i l l i n g  t o  s t a n d  and be h e a r d .  These  

ho u s e w iv e s  w ere  a b l e  t o  use  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  

t h e  t i m e  t o  t h e i r  b e n e f i t .  T ime and t i m e  a g a i n  t h e s e  women 

were c a l l e d  upon t o  change  a s o c i e t y  w h ich  had no d e s i r e  t o  

g i v e  women e q u a l i t y  in  any  f o r m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  v o t e .  The
-s

women o f  Se neca  F a l l s  w e re  a b l e  t o  use t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  

a b i l i t i e s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  s o c i a l  t r e n d s .  As t h e s e  s u f f r a g i s t s  

c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  c r u s a d e  t o  f r e e  women f ro m  t h e  p i i g h t  o f  

t h e i r  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e y  w ere  o f t e n  t i m e s  f o r c e d  t o  

p e rso n a l  s a c r i f i c e  in  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  a p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e  in  

A m e r i c a .  " W h i l e  man e n j o y s  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s ,  he p r e a c h e s  a l l  

th e  d u t i e s  t o  a woman."  ( S t a n t o n - G u r k o  page 1) H o usew ives  

c o u ld  no l o n g e r  a c c e p t  a s u b o r d i n a t e  r o l e  in  s o c i e t y ,
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e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e y  w e re  n o t  even a l l o w e d  t h e  most b a s i c  

d e m o c r a t i c  p r i v i l e g e — t h e  v o t e .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m u t in g  d a t e s  back t o  A b i g a i l  

Adams who lo n g e d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  o f  men o f  h e r  

t i m e .  Adams,  l i k e  many o t h e r  women o f  h e r  t i m e ,  w anted  t o  

be h e a r d .  She r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  

as t h e y  p e r t a i n e d  t o  equ a l  r i g h t s .  Adam s's  a t t i t u d e  i s  v e r y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  women o f  Seneca  F a l l s ,  when she s t a t e s  

in  a l e t t e r  t o  h e r  husband in  1 7 7 6 ,  “ I  c a n n o t  s a y  t h a t  I 

t h i n k  you a r e  v e r y  g e n e r o u s  t o  t h e  l a d i e s ;  f o r ,  w h i l s t  you  

a r e  p r o c l a i m i n g  p e a c e  and g o o d - w i l l  t o  men, e m a n c i p a t i n g  a l l  

n a t i o n s ,  you i n s i s t  upon r e t a i n i n g  an a b s o l u t e  power o v e r  

w i v e s . “ (G urko  page 2 1 )  A l t h o u g h  A b i g a i l  l i v e d  i n  a v e r y  

s t r u c t u r e d  s o c i a l  e r a ,  she s t o o d  up t o  h e r  h u s b a n d .  She l e t  

John Adams know she  w ould  n o t  back down on h e r  f e e l i n g s  o f  

b e in g  p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  i g n o r e d ,  r a t h e r ,  she a c c e p t s  

h e r  r o l e  o n l y  in  t h e  most b a s i c  c o n d i t i o n a l  s e n s e .  She 

r e a l i z e d  s o c i e t y  was n o t  r e a d y  f o r  h e r  t a l e n t s .  F r u s t r a t e d , 

she w r i t e s  l e t t e r  upon l e t t e r  t o  h e r  husband i n f o r m i n g  him  

of h e r  c o n t i n u e d  i n t e l l e c t .  H e r  d e s i r e  t o  p r o v e  h e r s e l f  was 

n e v e r  y i e l d i n g .  In  t h e  c a s e  o f  A n th o n y ,  B l o o m e r ,  M o t t ,  and 

S t a n t o n ,  s o c i e t y  had lo o s e n e d  i t s  g r i p  on women enough t h a t  

t h e y  c o u l d  b e g i n  t o  e x e r t  a p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e .

The c o n v e n t i o n  h e l d  in  Seneca  F a l l s  in  1848 was much 

mare t h a n  a c o n f e r e n c e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  women t o  

v o t e .  I t  was a " c o n v e n t i o n  o f  hope" f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  N e v e r
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b e f o r e  had so many women been so w i l l i n g  t o  v o i c e  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s ,  and w i l l i n g  t o  pay  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  The c o n v e n t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  women t o  s t a n d  i n  u n is o n  a g a i n s t  o l d  b i a s e s  

and s t e r e o t y p e s  such as  when J e f f e r s o n  s t a t e d ,  "The t e n d e r  

b r e a s t s  o f  l a d i e s  w e re  n o t  fo rm e d  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  

c o n v u l s i o n ( G u r k o  page  2 1 )  S t a t e m e n t s  such as  t h e  one by  

J e f f e r s o n  must h av e  u p s e t  many women o f  h i s  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

what w ere  t h e y  t o  do? T h e i r  v o i c e s  w ere  n e v e r  h e a r d .  But  

t h e  h o u s e w iv e s  o f  S e n eca  F a l l s  c o u ld  see  beyond such b i g o t e d  

j a r g o n ,  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  as t h e i r  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e .

The f u t u r e  and w hat  i t  had in  s t o r e  f o r  women was t h e  key  

th e  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .

P r i o r  t o  Seneca  F a l l s ,  women w e r e ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  

r e a s o n s ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  dead in  t h e  s e n s e  t h e i r  v i e w s  w ere  

seldom h e a r d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  h o u s e w i f e / s o n l y  v e n t  w ere  

l e t t e r s  and c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  women. L e t t e r  w r i t i n g  

and i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  women gave  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  hope i n  

a s o c i e t y  t h a t  d e a l t  them a r o t t e n  h a n d .

P r o b a b l y  one o f  t h e  most d i s h e a r t e n i n g  f a c t o r s  which  

s p u r r e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  Seneca F a l l s  C o n v e n t i o n  was 

th e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  W or ld  A n t i - S l a v e r y  C o n v e n t io n  i n  London in  

t h e  summer o f  1 8 4 0 .  I t  w a s n ' t  so much what was s a i d  in  

London as  what  was done on t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  f l o o r .  L u c r e t i a  

C o f f i n  M o t t  and E l i s a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n ,  who w ere  b o th  v e r y  

a c t i v e  in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  f e l t



t h e y  w ere  m ak ing  l e e w a y  p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  by b e i n g  

d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  As d e l e g a t e s ,  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  t o  

v o i c e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  and be an a c t i v e  p a r t  o-f t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n .  What happened t o  M o t t  and S t a n t o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  was 

q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  M a t t  and S t a n t o n ,  as  w e l l  as  o t h e r  

women d e l e g a t e s  w ere  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  be s e a t e d  on t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n  f l o o r  w i t h  m a le  d e l e g a t e s .  As E l e a n o r  F I e x n e r  

s t a t e s  i n  C e n t u r y  o f  S t r u g g l e ;  The Woman's R i g h t s  Movement  

in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

A l t h o u g h  i t  grew n a t u r a l l y  o u t  o f  t h e  
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  p o s i t i o n  o f  women in  a c h a n g in g  
w o r ld  and t h e  work o f  t h e  p i o n e e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p r e c e d i n g  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  seed  o f  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n  was a c t u a l l y  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  summer 
o f  1 8 4 0 .

The r o l e  o f  t h e  woman would  be c h a l l e n g e d  f o r e v e r  as  a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  A n t i - S l a v e r y  C o n v e n t i o n .  The f e e l i n g  of  

b e t r a y a l  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  by men would  m o t i v a t e  women t o  

seek a new i d e n t i t y — a new r o l e  in  s o c i e t y .

A W or ld  A n t i - S l a v e r y  C o n v e n t io n  
i n  London was a t t e n d e d  by an A m er ican  d e l e g a t i o n  
w hich  i n c l u d e d  a number o f  women; b u t  d e s p i t e  
t h e  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  some o f  t h e  A m er ican  
1e a d e r s , t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  r u l e d ,  a f t e r  a h o t  
d e b a t e ,  t h a t  o n l y  men d e l e g a t e s  s h o u ld  be 
s e a t e d .  Among t h e  women c o m p e l le d  t o  s i t  
p a s s i v e l y  in  t h e  g a l l e r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e n s u in g  
t e n  days w ere  L u c r e t i a  M o t t  and t h e  young  
w i f e  o f  an a b o l i t i o n i s t  l e a d e r ,  E l i z a b e t h  
Cady S t a n t o n . ( F I e x n e r  page 71)

Once a g a i n  women had been f o r c e d  i n t o  an i n s u b o r d i n a t e  r o l e

in p o l i t i c s .  They f e l t  b e t r a y e d  and h u r t  by t h e  e v e n t s  o f

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  Once a g a i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e  was m uted .
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T h i s  b e t r a y a l  was h a r d  - f e l t  b e c a u s e  men had been w o r k in g  

s i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  women -for a common c a u s e ,  and t h e  t r u s t  

had been a b r u p t l y  s e v e r e d -  The b e t r a y a l  a t  t h e  London  

C o n v e n t io n  wou ld  p a v e  t h e  way t o  Seneca  F a l l s ,  New Y o r k .

F o r  - fa r  t o o  lo n g  women had begged t o  h av e  t h e i r  v o i c e  

h e a r d ,  now t h e y  w e re  g o in g  t o  f o r c e  p e o p l e  t o  l i s t e n .  The  

Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement  was an a t t e m p t  t o  combat t h e  e f f e c t s  

of i n e q u a l i t y  a t  t h e  most b a s i c  l e v e l  so e v e r y  women 

i n c l u d i n g  h o u s e w iv e s  c o u l d  t a k e  p a r t .  No l o n g e r  c o u l d  women 

depend on men t o  r a l l y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  c a u s e ,  r a t h e r ,  

women had t o  b e g i n  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  own s o c i e t i e s  and  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  One t h i n g  t h e  London A n t i - S l a v e r y  C o n v e n t i o n  

t a u g h t  t h e  Seneca  F a l l s  women was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  women c o u ld  

e a s i l y  be  b e t r a y e d  by  men a t  c r u c i a l  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  movement.  

Women had t o  h av e  a movement w here  t h e y  c o u ld  e x e r t  t h e i r  

p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  n o t  be s o l e l y  d e p e n d e n t  

upon men f o r  i t s  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n .  In  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  Seneca  

F a l l s  c o n v e n t i o n  t o  be a s u c c e s s ,  women needed t o  m o b i l i z e  

t h e i r  f o r c e s  t h r o u g h  a w e l l  p la n n e d  o u t  and o r g a n i z e d  

p r o c e s s , f r e e  f ro m  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  men. At Seneca  F a l l s ,  

women l e g i t i m a t e d  t h e  movement by showing t h e y  n o t  o n l y  

cou ld  s u s t a i n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n , b u t  a l s o  by showing  t h e y  

were f i r m  i n  t h e i r  commitment  t o  r i s e  up and e x p r e s s  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s .  Throu gh  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  women 

had p r o v e n  t h e y  w e re  s t e a d f a s t  in  t h e i r  b e l i e f s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h e i r  work was o v e r l o o k e d  by s o c i e t y .  Seneca F a l l s  was
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d i f f e r e n t  in  t h a t  women o r g a n i z e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  depended on 

t h e m s e l v e s ,  and o n l y  i n c l u d e d  men in  t h e  movement w h ic h  t h e y  

f e l t  w ou ld  b e n e f i t  t h e i r  c a u s e .  U n l i k e  t h e  London  

C o n v e n t i o n ,  S e n eca  F a l l s  would  p r o v e  t h a t  women w e re  in  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  own d e s t i n y .  The f a i l u r e  t o  be r e c o g n i z e d  

in  London wou ld  o n l y  s e r v e  t o  m o b i l i z e  women t o w a r d  t h e  

S u f f r a g e  M ovem ent .  H o u s e w iv e s  such as  Mary A n t h o n y ,  A m e l i a  

Jenks B l o o m e r ,  L u c r e t i a  C o f f i n  M o t t ,  and E l i z a b e t h  Cady  

S t a n t o n  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  

a b i l i t i e s  b e f o r e  Lon d o n ,  a f t e r  London t h e y  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  

p ro v e  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n  t o  a s o c i e t y  w h ic h  s t u b b o r n l y  

r e s i s t e d  c h a n g e .

As L u c r e t i a  M o t t  s t a t e s  in  D i s c o u r s e .

We den y  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  woman 
i s  h e r  t r u e  s p h e r e  o f  u s e f u l n e s s ;  n o r  w i l l  
she a t t a i n  t o  t h i s  s p h e r e ,  u n t i l  t h e  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  and d i s a d v a n t a g e s ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  
c i v i l  , and s o c i a l  , w h ic h  impede h e r  p r o g r e s s , 
removed o u t  o f  h e r  w ay .  These r e s t r i c t i o n s  
h av e  e n e r v a t e d  h e r  mind and p a r a l y z e d  h e r  
p o w e r s .  W h i l e  man assumes t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e  d e s ig n e d  f o r  women, „
t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  n o t  a r b i t r a r y " 1 
. . . b u t  g roun ded  in  n a t u r e ,  she w i l l  n o t  make 
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  h e r  j u s t  r i g h t s ,  
l e s t  i t  s h o u ld  s u b j e c t  h e r  t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  s c o rn  
and c o n te m p tu o u s  manner in  w h ich  she has  been  
spoken o f . (G urko  page  47)

The r e s t r i c t i v e  p a s t  w h ic h  M o t t  spoke o f  c o u ld  o n l y  s e r v e  t o

h i n d e r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  in  g e n e r a l . W i th

t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  such h o u s e w iv e s  as M o t t  and o t h e r s ,  t h e

s e t b a c k s  o f  t h e  London C o n v e n t i o n  c o u ld  be t u r n e d  i n t o  a

m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  H o u sew ives  w ere  w i l l i n g



t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  own 1 i v e s  and t a k e  a c h a n ce  a t  

f r e e d o m .

A n o t h e r  demand o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h o u s e w i f e  was t o  

have s o c i e t y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  abu ses  o f  women o v e r  t i m e .  

H o usew ives  1 i k e  E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  w anted  s o c i e t y  t o  

u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  s t e r e o t y p e s  had on 

p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  women, and on s o c i e t y  in  

g e n e r a l . “To me t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  so i m p o r t a n t  as  t h e  

e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  women f r o m  t h e  dogmas o f  t h e  p a s t ,  

p o l i t i c a l  , r e l i g i o u s ,  and s o c i a l  . I t  s t r u c k  me as v e r y  

rem arkab l  e t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  who f e l t  so k e e n l y  t h e  wrongs  

of t h e  s l a v e ,  s h o u ld  be so o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  equa l  wrongs o f  

t h e i r  own m o t h e r s ,  w i v e s ,  and s i s t e r s . " ( S t a n t o n - G u r k o  page  

56) H o u s e w iv e s  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be e q u a l , b u t  more 

than  t h a t ,  t o  be t r e a t e d  f a i r l y -  The m is c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  

p a s t  w e re  i n  t h e  m inds  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .  I f  

women w ere  t o  g a i n  p o l i t i c a l  , s o c i a l  , and r e l i g i o u s  

e q u a l i t y ,  t h e n  t h e  m yths  o f  t h e  p a s t  had t o  be d e s t r o y e d .

H o u s e w iv e s  had t o  b e l i e v e  in  t h e i r  own a b i l i t i e s .

Years  o f  b e i n g  t o l d  t h e i r  v i e w s  on p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  

q u e s t i o n s  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  had a m a jo r  e f f e c t  on women. As 

E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  r e m e m b e r e d , "The f i r s t  e v e n t  en g ra v e d  

on my memory was t h e  b i r t h  o f  a s i s t e r  when I  was f o u r  y e a r s  

o l d . . .  I h e a r d  so many f r i e n d s  rem ark  , "What a p i t y  i t  i s  

s h e 's  a g i r l  ! " . . . I  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  

g i r l s  w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  an i n f e r i o r  o r d e r  o f  b e i n g s . "  (Gurko
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page 5 6 )  From b i r t h  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  began and women were  

made t o  f e e l  i n f e r i o r  t o  m a l e s .  I t  was a s o c i a l  

c o n d i t i o n i n g  a g e n t — t e l l  women t h e y  a r e  dumb and h a v e  no

p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and maybe t h e y  w i l l  b e l i e v e  i t .  What  

i s  sad i s  t h a t  t h i s  may have  become a s e l f -  

f u l f i l l i n g  p r o p h e c y  f o r  many women. Seneca  F a l l s  and what

i t  s t o o d  f o r  was an a t t e m p t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  h o u s e w i f e  t o  

d i s p e l  t h e s e  f a l s e  m y t h s .

A n t h o n y ,  B l o o m e r ,  M o t t ,  and S t a n t o n  i n  some way a l l  

knew t h e  p l i g h t  o f  women who worked a t  home. They  c a r r i e d  

on t h e  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  house as  w e l l  as  s t r i v i n g  f o r  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m — t h e  v o t e .  E q u a l i t y  f o r  

t h e s e  women was n o t  an a b s t r a c t  i d e a ,  r a t h e r , i t  was 

g r a s s - r o o t e d  i n  t h e  home.  R e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  work a t  

home and on t h e  r o a d  had equa l  i m p o r t a n c e .  Susan B .  Anthony  

best  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  m u l t i - f a c e t e d  a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  

when she  w r i t e s  t o  E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  i n ,  E i g h t y  Y e ars  

and M o r e .

Oh, d e a r ,  d e a r !  T h e r e  i s  so much t o  s ay  and 
I  am so w i t h o u t  c o n s t r u c t i v e  power t o  p u t  i t  
in  s y m m e t r ic a l  o r d e r .  So ,  f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  me 
and f o r  t h e  s a v i n g  o f  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  woman­
h o o d ,  I beg y o u ,  w i t h  one baby on y o u r  knee  
and a n o t h e r  a t  y o u r  f e e t ,  and f o u r  boys  w h is ­
t l i n g ,  b u z z i n g ,  h a l l o o i n g  "Ma,  M a , “ s e t  y o u r ­
s e l f  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k . . . D u r i n g  J u l y ,  I  want  t o  
speak c e r t a i n ! y  t w i c e  a t  Avon ,  C l i f t o n ,  S h a r o n ,  
and B a l 1s t o n  S p r i n g s ,  and Lake  G e o r g e .  Now 
w i l l  you l o a d  my g u n ,  l e a v i n g  me t o  p u l l  t h e  
t r i g g e r  and l e t  f l y  t h e  power o f  t h e  b a l l ?  
( S t a n t o n - E i g h t y  Y e a r s  page V)
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The s t r e n g t h  o f  such a h o u s e w i f e  as S t a n t o n  i s  a t r i b u t e  t o  

a l l  women who t r i e d  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  l i f e  c f  h o u s e w i f e ,  

m o t h e r ,  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t .  These  h o u s e w iv e s  w ere  t h e  

d r i v i n g  f o r c e  b e h i n d  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  M ovem ent .  Pol i t i c a l  

r e c o g n i t i o n  was no l o n g e r  an a b s t r a c t  h o p e ,  b u t  r a t h e r , a 

d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  They w ere  a b l e  t o  

b a l a n c e  t h e  r i g a r s  o f  home w i t h  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  a t t a i n  a 

p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e .  The d u a l - r o l e  o f  h o u s e w i f e  and p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i s t  i s  w ha t  made t h e  h o u s e w iv e s  o f  Seneca F a l l s  so 

s p e c i a l — A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r s .
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MRS. STANTON AND MRS. BLOOMER 
]n the Reform Dress of the Early 1850’s

The S e n e c a  F a l l s  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1S48  was e x t r e m e l y  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  - f u t u r e  o-f t h e  A m e r i c a n  h o u s e w i f e .  N o t  o n l y  

was t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  an open f o r u m  f o r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  Woman S u f f r a g e ,  b u t  a l s o  i t  was t h e  t u r n i n g  

p o i n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o p e n n e s s  among h o u s e w i v e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  

e a r l y  t o  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  women b e g an  t o  a s s e r t  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  w a y s ,  w h i c h  o n l y  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  had been

I. Q Q /



c o n s i d e r e d  t a b o o .  Many h o u s e w iv e s  moved o u t  o-f t h e  " w in g s "  

of p a l i t i c a l  d e b a t e  and i n t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  

t h e  r o l e  o f  women in  s o c i e t y .  P o l i t i c a l l y  t h e  women knew  

t h e y  had a v o i c e ,  b u t  t h e  i s s u e  was how t o  g e t  s o c i e t y  t o  

l i s t e n .  The g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement  

in A m e r ic a  and what  i t  o f f e r e d  women was t o  be t h e  b a c kb o n e  

of a new fo u n d  p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t .  No l o n g e r  c o u ld  t h e  r o l e  

of t h e  h o u s e w i f e  be l i m i t e d  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .  

Woman had v i e w s  on p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  and t h e y  y e a r n e d  t o  

e x p re s s  t h e s e  v i e w s .  The v o t e  was t h e  key  t o  o p e n in g  t h e  

eyes o f  A m e r ic a n  s o c i e t y .  H o usew ives  hoped t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  

would p r o v e  t o  A m e r ic a  t h a t  women and men w ere  equa l  . The  

dream,  even  t o d a y ,  i s  a lo n g  and h a rd  s t r u g g l e .  Seneca  

F a l l s  was an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  h o u s e w iv e s  t o  see  t h e i r  

o p i n i o n s  m a t t e r e d  and t o  v o i c e  t h o s e  o p i n i o n s .  As E m i l y  

Col 1 in s  s t a t e s  in  R e m i n i s c e n c e s ,

I  p i n e d  f o r  t h a t  f re e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t  and a c t i o n  
t h a t  was t h e n  d e n ie d  t o  a l l  womankind.  I  
r e v o l t e d  i n  s p i r i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c u s t o m s - o f  ~
s o c i e t y  and t h e  la w s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t h a t  c r u s h e d  
my a s p i r a t i o n s  and d e b a r r e d  me f ro m  t h e  p u r s u i t  
o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  o b j e c t  w o r t h y  o f  an i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
r a t i o n a l  m i n d . . .  I  r e a d ,  w i t h  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  an a w aken in g  o f  p u b ! i c  
o r  p r i v a t e  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  woman d i d  
n o t  occ upy  h e r  r i g h t f u l  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  o r g a n ­
i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  5 a n d ,  when I  r e a d  t h e  l e c t u r e s  
o f  E r n e s t i n e  Rose and t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  M a r g a r e t  
F u l l e r ,  and fo u n d  t h a t  o t h e r  women e n t e r t a i n e d  
t h e  same t h o u g h t s  t h a t  had been s e e t h i n g  in  my 
own b r a i n ,  and r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I  s to o d  n o t  a l o n e ,  
how my h e a r t  bounded w i t h  j o y ! ( G u r k o  page 82 )



H o u s e w iv e s  no l o n g e r  - f e l t  t o t a l l y  a l i e n a t e d  -from t h e  r e s t  o f  

s o c i e t y .  They  fo u n d  t h a t  o t h e r  h o u s e w iv e s  f e l t  t h e  same as

t h e y  d i d .  Se neca  F a l l s  o f f e r e d  women hope i n  a t i m e  o f

b l e a k  d e s p a i r ,  and gave  them t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  know t h e y  

c o u ld  ch a n g e  s o c i e t i e s '  v i e w s .

The k e y  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  Seneca  F a l l s  Woman's 

R i g h t s  C o n v e n t i o n  was two f o l d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  was a 

t im e  o f  s o c i a l  e x c h a n g e  be tw e e n  h o u s e w iv e s  and women in

g e n e r a l . The c o n v e n t i o n  was an a t t e m p t  t o  f o c u s  n o t  o n l y  on

t h e  i s s u e  o f  Woman S u f f r a g e ,  b u t  a l s o  on t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  

women and t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A m er ican  s o c i e t y .  

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  was a t i m e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  A m e r ic a n  h o u s e w i f e .  Many h o u s e w iv e s  f e l t  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e  t h e y  had a r i g h t  t o  a p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e  i n  s o c i e t y  

and t h e y  c o u l d  use  t h i s  v o i c e  t o  i n i t i a t e  c h a n g e .  I t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  how t h e s e  h o u s e w iv e s  w ere  w i l 1 ing  t o  

undergo e x t r e m e  r i d i c u l e  by s o c i e t y  in  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  

p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m .  The c o n v e n t i o n  was an a t t e m p t  t o  l i n k  

e q u a l i t y  w i t h  man t o  e q u a l i t y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m .  Seneca " 

F a l l s  was an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  women t o  work o u t  p a s s i b l e  

s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r o b le m s  by way o f  a s o c i a l  f o r u m .  Many women 

wanted t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s o c i a l  , p o l i t i c a l  , and r e l i g i o u s  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  women, and Seneca  F a l l s  gave  some them t h a t  

c h a n c e .



H o u s e w iv e s  s o u g h t  a p o l i t i c a l  i d e n t i t y  a Seneca  F a l l s .  

They knew t h e  o n l y  way t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  c r i t i c s  o-f t h e  Woman 

S u f f r a g e  Movement t h e y  w ere  b e i n g  m i s t r e a t e d  by s o c i e t y  was 

t o  r e s o r t  t o  p r o v i n g  t h e i r  c a s e .  By u s i n g  t h e  v e r y  

documents and a r g u m e n ts  t h a t  o u r  c o u n t r y  was based o n , t h e y  

co u ld  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s .  They t r i e d  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  

h y p o c r i t i c a l  i d e a s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o u r  d e m o c ra c y .  Women

began t o  ask "why t h e y  w ere  g i v e n  l e s s  r i g h t s  t h a n  men i n  a

s o c i e t y  w h ic h  was supposed t o  be based on d e m o c r a t i c

p r i n c i p l e s ."  Many women made r e f e r e n c e  t o  a f e e l i n g  o f  b e in g

in  bondage— t h i s  image e c h o e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  a t  

Seneca F a l l s ,  New York i n  1 8 4 8 .  Such a l l u s i o n  t o  s l a v e r y  

and o t h e r  u n j u s t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  women was an a t t e m p t  by  

hou sew ive s  t o  show A m e r ic a  how h y p o c r i t i c a l l y  we w e r e .  

W ith o u t  e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l , o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was no more th a n  

h y p o c r i t i c a l  j a r g o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  a rgum ent  made by women 

tha. t  t h e y  w e re  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  u n f a i r l y  was a s t r o n g  o n e ,  many 

s t i l l  r e s o l v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a b e l i e f  t h a t  women -^shoul dn I t  

have t h e  r i g h t  t o  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y .

Women knew t h e y  would  h a v e  t o  a t t a c k  and a r g u e  t h e  v e r y  

same docum ents  t h a t  A m e r ic a  was so v e r y  p roud  o f  i f  t h e y  

wanted any  c h a n c e  a t  p o l i t i c a l  equal  i t ' / .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  

enough,  t h e  S e n eca  F a l l s  c o n v e n t i o n  was f u l l  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  

t o  t h e  p a s t  by b o t h  S u f f r a g i s t s  and A n t i - S u f f r a g i s t s  a l i k e .  

E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p a s t  t r a d i t i o n  when she  

read  a D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  o f  s o r t s  f o r  t h e  Woman



S u f f r a g e  Movement e n t i t l e d  “The D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  S e n t i m e n t s , "  

a t  t h e  S e n e c a  F a l l s  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 4 8 .  P o l i t i c a l l y  i t  was 

v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  h o u s e w iv e s  such as M o t t  and S t a n t o n  t o  

d e c l a r e  t h e i r  in d e p e n d e n c e  f ro m  " m a n " - k i n d . By u s i n g  such a 

c o n c e p t ,  S t a n t o n  i s  a b l e  t o  make a 1 ink  be tw een  what  o u r  

f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r s  s a i d  and how women w ere  b e i n g  e x c l u d e d .  

S t a n t o n ' s  use  o f  an image o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  l e a v e s  no room f o r  

d e b a te  i f  o u r  s o c i e t y  t r u l y  b e l i e v e d  in  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e .  As S t a n t o n  s t a t e s ,

When, in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  human e v e n t s ,  i t  
becomes n e c e s s a r y  f o r  one p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  
o f  man t o  a s s u r e  among t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  
a p o s i t i o n  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  t h a t  which  t h e y  have  
h i t h e r t o  o c c u p i e d ,  b u t  one t o  w h ich  t h e  law s  
o f  n a t u r e  and o f  n a t u r e ' s  God e n t i t l e  th e m ,  a 
d e c e n t  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  mankind  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  d e c l a r e  t h e  c a u ses  
t h a t  impel them t o  such a c o u r s e .

We h o l d  t h e s e  t r u t h s  t o  be s e l f - e v i d e n t :  
t h a t  a l 1 men and women a r e  c r e a t e d  equa l  ? t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  endowed by t h e i r  c r e a t e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  t h a t  among t h e s e  a r e  l i f e ,  
l i b e r t y ,  and t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s . . .B u t  when 
a lo n g  t r a i n  o f  abu ses  and u s u r p a t i o n s ,  p u r s u in g  
i n v a r i a b l y  t h e  same o b j e c t  e v i n c e s  a d e s ig n  t o  
r e d u c e  them u n d e r  a b s o l u t e  d e s p o t i s m ,  i t  i s  t h e i r  
d u t y  t o  t h r o w  o f f  such g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d - t o  p rov i .de  
new g u a r d s  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  s e c u r i t y .  Such has"1 
been t h e  p a t i e n t  s u f f e r a n c e  o f  t h e  women u n d e r  
t h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and such i s  now t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
w hich  c o n s t r a i n s  them t o  demand t h e  equal  s t a t i o n  
t o  w h ich  t h e y  a r e  e n t i t l e d .

When S t a n t o n  s p e a k s  o f  " a l l  men and women" b e in g  e q u a l , she

makes a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t .  In  t h e  c o u r s e  of

American h i s t o r y ,  one s e e s  t h e  g e n d e r  b i a s  o f  even o u r  most

sa c re d  p o l i t i c a l  docum ents  such as t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  of

In d e p e n d e n c e .  When t h e  f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r s  t a l k e d  o f  e q u a l i t y



t h e y  t r u l y  w e r e  t a l k i n g  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  men— n o t  women.  

S t a n t o n ' s  s i m p l e  r e - w o r d i n g  in  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  S e n t i m e n t s  

i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  argum en t  t h a t  women t o o  

a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c o g n i t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  

s y s te m .  S t a n t o n  goes on t o  a t t a c k  o t h e r  p r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  

women when she  s t a t e s ,

The h i s t o r y  o f  mankind i s  a h i s t o r y  o f  
r e p e a t e d  i n j u r i e s  and u s u r p a t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  of  
man t o w a r d  woman, h a v in g  in  d i r e c t  a b j e c t  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an a b s o l u t e  t y r a n n y  o v e r  h e r .
To p r o v e  t h i s ,  l e t  f a c t s  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  a c a n d id  
w o r l d .

He has  n e v e r  p e r m i t t e d  h e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  h e r  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  e l e c t i v e  f r a n c h i s e .

He h a s  c o m p e l l e d  h e r  t o  s u b m i t  t o  l a w s ,  in  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  w h ich  she  has  no v o i c e .

He h a s  w i t h h e l d  f ro m  h e r  r i g h t s  w h ic h  a r e  
g i v e n  t o  t h e  most i g n o r a n t  and d e g ra d e d  m en-both  
n a t i v e s  and f o r e i g n e r s . . .

He has  made h e r ,  i f  m a r r i e d ,  in  t h e  e y e s  of  
t h e  l a w ,  c i v i l l y  d e a d .

S t a n t o n ' s  u se  o f  word "m ankind"  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i n c e  she

t r i e s  t o  e m p h a s iz e  how A m er ican  s o c i e t y  i s  m a l e - b a s e d ,

r a t h e r  t h a n  p e o p l e - b a s e d .  Gender  b i a s  s t a t e m e n t s  used by

S ta n to n  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h a t  she  i s  a b l e  t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e

h y p o c r i s y  o f  o u r  s y s te m  and t h e  need f o r  c h a n g e .  S t a n t o n '  i s

a ls o  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  how s o c i e t y  has  molded women i n t o

i r r e s p o n s i b l  e b e i n g s — p u p p e t s  i f  you may, p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h e

system t h a t  s h o u ld  p r o t e c t  women's  r i g h t s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,

He has  made h e r ,  m o r a l l y ,  an i r r e s p o n s i b l e  
b e i n g ,  as  she can commit  many c r i m e s  w i t h  
i m p u n i t y ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  be done in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
o f  h e r  h u s b a n d .  In  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  she  
i s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  p r o m is e  o b e d ie n c e  t o  h e r  husband ,  
he b e c o m in g ,  t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  and p u r p o s e s ,  h e r  
m a s t e r — t h e  law  g i v i n g  him power t o  d e p r i v e  her



o-f h e r  l i b e r t y ,  and t o  a d m i n i s t e r  c h a s t  is e m e n t  . . .
(A rno  pag es  5 & 6 )

The c o n n e c t i o n  be tw een  t h e  Se neca  F a l l s  C o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e  i s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  and u s e f u l  . 

The l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  t a k e  a document  w h ich  i s  

v e r y  common and d e a r  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  A m e r ic a n  and makes an 

argum ent  t h a t  s o c i e t y  i s  h y p o c r i t i c a l  r e g a r d i n g  women's  

r i g h t s .  The h y p o c r i s y  i s  made c l e a r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  S e n t i m e n t  d o c u m e n t .

An i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  t o  c o n s i d e r  when d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  

Seneca F a l l s  Women's R i g h t s  C o n v e n t i o n  i s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  s p e e c h e s  and s p e a k e r s .  The p r e s e n t a t i o n  

of s p e e c h e s  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  d i d  n o t  m e r e l y  e x p r e s s  t h a t  

s o c i e t y  had a moral  o b i i g a t i o n  t o  g i v e  women t h e  r i g h t  t o  

v o t e ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e s e  s p e a k e r s  s o u g h t  p a l i t i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  

t h e i r  a r g u m e n ts  by u s i n g  t h e  v e r y  same docum ents  t h a t  a r e  

th e  b a s i s  f o r  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t .  The Women o f  t h e  Seneca F a l l s  

C o n v e n t io n  showed t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  and t h e y  knew 

how t o  i n f l u e n c e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  - - -c. - ~



MARY ANTHONY

Susan and sister M ary , 1905

M a r y  A n t h o n y ,  s i s t e r  o f  Susan B .  A n t h o n y ,  was b o r n  in  

1827« B e c a u s e  o f  h e r  f a m o u s  s i s t e r .  M a r y  w en t  p r e t t y  much 

u n n o t i c e d  i n  h e r  t i m e  f o r  h e r  w ork  f o r  Woman S u f f r a g e .  H e r



work t o w a r d  s u f f r a g e  goes a l m o s t  unknown,  h o w e v e r ,  h e r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w ere  many. M ary  A n t h o n y ,  a t e a c h e r  by t r a d e ,  

o f t e n  fo u n d  t i m e  t o  g e t  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  in  t h e  Woman 

S u f f r a g e  M ovem ent ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n i n g  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Susan B.  A n th o n y  s t a t e s  in  Alma L u t z ' s  

b oo k ,  Susan B.  A n th o n y  5 Rebel . C r u s a d e r .  H u m a n i t a r i a n . 

" R e t u r n i n g  home f o r  h e r  v a c a t i o n  i n  A u g u s t ,  she  fo u n d  t o  h e r  

s u r p r i s e  t h a t  a second woman's r i g h t s  c o n v e n t i o n  had been  

h e ld  in  R o c h e s t e r  in  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h ,  t h a t  h e r  m o t h e r ,  

h e r  f a t h e r ,  and h e r  s i s t e r  M a r y , and many o f  t h e i r  Q uaker  

f r i e n d s  had n o t  o n l y  a t t e n d e d ,  b u t  had s i g n e d  t h e  

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  S e n t  i m e n ts  . . . 11 ( L u t z  page 2 1 )  Mary Anthony  

was a b l e  t o  s t e p  o u t  o f  t h e  shadow o f  h e r  s i s t e r  and become  

a c t i v e  i n  t h e  movement on h e r  own.

M ary  A n th o n y  a g a i n  shows h e r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m  when 

she and h e r  s i s t e r s  r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  i n  R o c h e s t e r ,  New Y o r k ,  

in 1 S 7 2 .  Mary A n th o n y  n o t  o n l y  r e g i s t e r e d ,  b u t  v o t e d  in  t h e  

e n s u in g  e l e c t i o n .  "The v o t i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  w ere  r e l  u c t a n t  t o  

l e t  t h e  women c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s ,  s i n c e  t h a t  m ig h t  make t f te  

i n s p e c t o r s  g u i l t y  o f  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  l a w ,  b u t  Susan Anthony  

promised t o  p ay  t h e i r  e x p e n s e s  i f  t h e y  w ere  c h a rg e d  w i t h  an 

i l l e g a l i t y .  The women t h e n  had t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  of  

e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t  o f  a l l  c i t i z e n s  t o  a v o i c e  

in t h e i r  g o v ern m en ts  t h e y  v o t e d . "  (Gurko  page 2 b 1)

Mary  A n tho ny  n e v e r  m a r r i e d ,  s t i l l  she e x h i b i t e d  t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  h o u s e w i f e .  In  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e



A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e ,  m a r r i a g e  i s  n e v e r  t h e  r e a l  

i s s u e ,  i t  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  women t o  m a i n t a i n  h e r  d e s i r e  

t o  w r i t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  m a i n t a i n i n g  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r s  

a t  home.  M ary  A n th o n y  was a b l e  t o  bal  ance  h e r  l i f e  in  such a 

way as  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  an A m er ican  S c h o l a r .  She 

m a i n t a i n e d  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  w h i l e  h e r  s i s t e r ,  S u s a n ,  was aw ay .  

She - f e l t  t h e  same f r u s t r a t i o n s  h o u s e w iv e s  - f e l t  o v e r  w o r r y i n g  

about  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  In  Mary A n t h o n y 's  case  

i t  was w o r r y i n g  o v e r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  S u san .  She a l s o  was 

f o r c e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  f o r  Susan  

Anthony was a t e r r i b l e  manager- o f  money. Mary An thony  was 

a b l e  t o  b a l a n c e  h e r  r o l e  o f  h o u s e w i f e  w i t h  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  

make a p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  

Movement.  I r o n i c a l l y ,  Susan Anthony  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  Mary  

Anthony a s  " l o o k i n g  m a t r i m o n i a l 1y w i s e . "  <Lutz  page 58 )

M ary  A n th o n y  m a i n t a i n e d  an im m a c u la te  h o u s e h o ld  as w e l l  

as h e r  c a r e e r .  She o f t e n  lo o k e d  a f t e r  S u san ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  

"The h o u s e h o ld  was g e a r e d  t o  t h e  "bog" as t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  

b i o g r a p h y .  M a r y , s u p e r v i s i n g  as usual  , w atched o v e r  t h e i r  

meals and t h e  housew ork  . . . " (L u t z  page 281 )  Mary Anthony  

worked t o  m a i n t a i n  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  in  much t h e  same way a 

m a r r ie d  women may h a v e .  M ary  A n t h o n y 's  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  

were am az in g  c o n s i d e r i n g  she  had t o  b a l a n c e  h e r  c a r e e r  w i t h  

t h e  needs  o f  h e r  f a m i l y .  Mary  Anthony t r u l y  was a 

h o u s e w i f e !  She r a n  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  and h e lp e d  o u t  h e r  s i s t e r  

w henever  she c o u l d .  The i n c r e d i b l e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  she was
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a b l e  t o  h e l p  f u r t h e r  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  h e r  s i s t e r  u n s e l f i s h l y  

t h r o u g h o u t  Susan B.  A n t h o n y ' s  l i f e .  M ary  A n t h o n y 's  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement seem sm a l l  i n  

c o m p a r is o n  t o  h e r  s i s t e r ' s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e r  work i s  i m p r e s s i v e  

because  she  had t o  work a t  home as w e l 1 as on h e r  c a r e e r .

Mary  A n th o n y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  even  

as S u s a n ' s  c a r e e r  began t o  b lo s s o m .  Many t i m e s  Mary s te p p e d  

in  and c a r e d  f o r  many f a m i l y  members a t  one t i m e .  She n e v e r  

s topped  t r y i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  h e r  own p e r s o n a l  g o a l s ,  w h i l e  a t  

t h e  same t i m e  h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  needs  o f  h e r  f a m i l y .  Mary  

A n t h o n y 's  d u a l - r o l e  as  h o u s e w i f e  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t  make 

h e r  u n i q u e .

She w r o t e  n e w sp a p er  a r t i c l e s  and d i d  some p u b l i c  
s p e a k i n g .  H e r  g e n t l y  i r o n i c  s t y l e  made h e r  much 
s o u g h t  a f t e r  f o r  t h e  p l a t f o r m s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  R o c h e s t e r  a r e a .  In  1897  she began h e r  
fam ous P r o t e s t s ,  which  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1 9 0 7 :  when­
e v e r  she  p a i d  h e r  t a x e s ,  she  s e n t  a lo n g  a n o t e  
s a y i n g ,  " P a i d  u n d e r  p r o t e s t , "  w i t h  a p a r a g r a p h  
o r  tw o  o f  s h a r p  comment.  I n  one she d is c u s s e d  
t h e  " t y r a n n y '  o f  t a x a t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e p r e - S e n t a t i q . n , 
w h ic h  f o r  women had r e m a in e d  unchanged s i n c e  t h e  
r u l e  o f  K in g  G eorge  I I I .  I n  a n o t h e r  she o b j e c t e d  
t o  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  s u f f r a g e  t o  I n d i a n  men who 
c o u l d n ' t  r e a d  o r  w r i t e  E n g l i s h ,  t h u s  making them  
p o l i t i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  l i t e r a t e ,  e d u c a t e d  women, 
and s i g n e d  h e r s e l f  "Yours  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  
as w e l l  as  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e in g  t a x e d . "
These  P r o t e s t  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  new spapers  and 
r e c e i v e d  w id e  p u b ! i c i t y . (Gurko page 297 )

Mary A n tho ny  was a r e m a r k a b l y  s t r o n g  women. She was a b l e  

t o  make a d i f f e r e n c e .  W i t h  a l l  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  women around
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h e r ,  none so w e l l  known as  h e r  v e r y  own s i s t e r , S u s a n , Mary  

Anthony  became a g r e a t  woman among g r e a t  women.

F o r  a l l  Mary A n th o n y  d i d  -for h e r  s i s t e r ,  Woman 

S u f f r a g e ,  and h o u s e w iv e s  in  g e n e r a l , h e r  work s t i l 1 went  

w i t h o u t  t h e  p r a i s e s  o-f s o c i e t y .  P e rh a p s  t h e y  n e v e r  r e a l  i z e d  

t h e y  had a j e w e l  among t h e  o t h e r  Woman S u f f r a g e  l e a d e r s .  

Maybe A n th o n y  would  have  wanted i t  t h a t  way .  Hard  work and 

e f f o r t  was a l l  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  she n e e d e d .  She was a v e r y  

u n s e l f i s h  women i n d e e d .  In  f a c t  Mary Anthony was a g r e a t  

p i o n e e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Womanys R i g h t s .  Anthony was a t t e n e d  

Woman's R i g h t s  c o n v e n t i o n s  when Susan B.  Anthony  o n l y  jo k e d  

about  t h e m .  Mary  A n tho ny  was w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  a p o l i t i c a l  

s tan d  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  Woman S u f f r a g e .  In  f a c t ,  she  r e a l  1y 

was t h e  p i o n e e r  o f  h e r  f a m i l y  f o r  h e r  b e l i e f  in  Woman's  

R i g h t s .

M ary  who had a t t e n d e d  t h e  woman's r i g h t s  
c o n v e n t i o n  in  R o c h e s t e r  in  1846 and s i g n e d  
t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  S e n t i m e n t s — "when I came 
h o m e . . .  I  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  b u t  s u f f r a g e  t a l k ,  and 
how l o v e l y  L u c r e t i a  M o t t  was,  and how sw eet  
E l i z a b e t h  Cady' S t a n t o n  w a s . "  Susan had n o t  
t h o u g h t  much a b o u t  woman's r i g h t s  t h e n  and 
even  made f u n  o f  i t ,  " b u t  s i s t e r  Mary was a 
f i r m  a d v o c a t e . "  Even a f t e r  Susan Anthony  
became a c t i v e  in  t h e  movement,  one o f  h e r  
b r o t h e r —i n —1aws s a i d  t h a t  she c o u ld  p re a c h  
woman's  r i g h t s ,  b u t  i t  took  Mary t o  p r a c t i c e  
t h e m . ( G u r k o  page  297 )

Mary A n th o n y  was an a c t i v e  w r i t e r ,  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r ,  and 

Woman's R i g h t s  a c t i v i s t ,  a l l  f o r  which she g a in e d  v e r y  

l i t t l e  r e c o g n i t i o n .  But  when i t  was a l l  s a i d  and d o n e ,  Mary
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A n th o n y  had done a l o t  f o r  s o c i e t y *  She was a c t i v e  

p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  many a r e a ,  in  a t i m e  when a woman's  o p i n i o n  

was d i s c o u n t e d .  What made Mary  An thony  so very '  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

th e  movement was t h a t  she u n d e r s to o d  t h e  p i i g h t  o f  t h e  

common h o u s e w i f e .  H e r  dual r o l e  as  h o u s e w i f e  and p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i s t  make h e r  a s t a n d  o u t  in  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  r i g h t s  

f o r  women i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .

Mary  A n tho ny  was more t h a n  t h e  s i s t e r  o f  Susan B.  

A n th o n y ,  she  was a p i o n e e r  in  Woman S u f f r a g e .  F o r  t h e  most  

p a r t ,  h e r  l i f e  goes u n n o t i c e d ,  u n j u s t l y ,  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  

b o o k s .  V e r y  fe w  s t u d e n t s  t o d a y  w i l l  h e a r  o f  t h i s  f i n e  woman 

and w hat  she d i d  f o r  t h e  movement.  H o w ev er ,  t h e  s c h o l a r  t h a t  

chooses t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  b e h in d  t h e  Woman's R i g h t s  

Movement,  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  name o f  Mary A n th o n y .  L o s t  i n  t h e  

shadow o f  h e r  b e t t e r  known s i s t e r ,  Mary An thon> ' 's  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f t e n  a r e  f o r g o t t e n .  Mary Anthony was a g r e a t  

woman, a woman o f  c o n v i c t i o n ,  and woman o f  p r i d e .
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AMELIA JENKS BLQOMFR

A m e l i a  -Jenks B l o o m e r  was b o r n  in  H o m e r ,  New Y o r k ,  May 

2 7 ,  1 8 I B .  She d i e d  D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 8 9 4 .  ( M a i n i e r o  pa ge  179)  

A l t h o u g h  B l o o m e r ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  

Movement d i f f e r e d  f r o m  t h a t  o f  M o t t  and S t a n t o n ,  s h e  c'l e a r l  

had an e f f e c t  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e .  She q u i t e  

p o s s i b l y  was t h e  most  p o l i t i c a l  o f  t h e  t h r e e — h a v i n g  f r e e  

l i c e n s e  t o  w r i t e  a s  s h e  w i s h e d  in  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  n e w s p a p e r .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  " H e r  h u s b a n d ,  a l a w y e r  and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  S en ec  

F a l l s  C o u r i e r ,  e n c o u r a g e d  h e r  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a r t i c l e s  on 

s o c i a l  , p o l i t i c a l  , and m o ra l  s u b j e c t s  t o  h i s  p a p e r . "  

( M a i n i e r o  p a g e  1 7 9 )  L i k e  M o t t  and S t a n t o n ,  B lo o m e r  t o o  was



a b l e  t o  draw -from h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  as  a pol i t i c a l  w r i t e r  t o  

p r o d u c e  w orks  which  had an i n f l u e n c e  on s o c i e t y .

A m e l i a  B loom er  im p re s s e d  many w i t h  h e r  p e r i o d i c a l  

e n t i t l e d  “The L i l y "  w h ich  "was t h e  - f i r s t  new spa per  owned,  

e d i t e d ,  and c o n t r o l  1ed by a woman and d e v o te d  s o l e l y  t o  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  women." ( M a i n i e r o  page 179)  B l o o m e r ' s  

p e r i o d i c a l  was a way f o r  h e r  t o  e x p r e s s  h e r  v i e w s  a b o u t  

s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , and r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  and i s s u e s .  

A l th o u g h  "The L i l y "  had a modest number o f  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  i t  

was n o n e t h e l e s s  i m p r e s s i v e  i n  t h a t  i t  was p r i n t e d  in  a t im e  

when women d i d n ' t  own t h e i r  own com pan ies  o r  p u b ! i c a t i o n s .

B1oomer became a r e f o r m e r ,  Woman's S u f f r a g i s t ,  and an 

e d i t o r .  But  p r o b a b l y  one o f  h e r  b i g g e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  

t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement was t h e  “B loom er  C o s tu m e ."  For  

s ix  t o  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  B1Domer wore t h e  “B loom er  Costume" which  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s h o r t  s k i r t  w i t h  p a n t a l o o n  l e g s .  The  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  o u t f i t  was n o t  s i m p l y  t h e  d e s ig n  o f  t h e  

co s tu m e ,  r a t h e r , i t  was t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  

which t h e  " b lo o m e r "  p o r t r a y e d . W h i l e  o t h e r s  t a l k e d  o f  t h e  

need f o r  e q u a l i t y  and c h a n g e , B loom er  a c t i v e l y  t r i e d  t o  make 

a v i s u a l  s t a t e m e n t .  Anyone w e a r in g  t h e  "B loom er  Costume"  

cou ld  e a s i l y  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  movement.  T h i s  was an 

i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e p t ,  as  o t h e r  woman s u f f r a g i s t s  had o n l y  t h e  

pen t o  do t h e i r  t a l k i n g ,  B lo o m er  had h e r  pen and h e r  

"Bloomer C o s tu m e ."  The “cos tum e"  was n o t  A m e l i a  B l o o m e r 's  

i n v e n t i o n ,  n o r  was she t h e  f i r s t  t o  w ear  i t ,  h o w e v e r ,  she
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r e a l i s e d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s i g n i - f  i c a n c e  t o  t h e  Woman 

S u f f r a g e  M ovem ent .  B loom er  was a b l e  t o  m u s t e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  

h e r  “B lo o m e r  C o s tu m e 11 t h r o u g h  h e r  w r i t i n g  in  "The L i l y , "  as  

K a t h l e e n  B a r r y  s t a t e s  in  h e r  b o o k ,  Susan B. A n th o n y ;  A 

B i o g r a p h y  o f  a S i n g u l a r  F e m i n i s t .

I n  t h e  June 1852 i s s u e  o f  The L i l y ,  A m e l i a  
B lo o m e r  d e s c r i b e d  S t a n t o n ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h e  
R o c h e s t e r  m e e t i n g . . . r i c h  b l a c k  s a t i n  d r e s s ,  a 
p l a i n  w a i s t  a f t e r  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s t y l e  o f  
l a d i e s '  d r e s s e s ,  f u l l  s k i r t  f a l l i n g  s i x  o r  e i g h t  
i n c h e s  b e lo w  t h e  k n e e ,  p l a i n  w id e  t r o u s e r s  o f  
t h e  same m a t e r i a l , and b l a c k  “c o n g r e s s " , 
g a i t e r s . . . .From th e n  o n ,  Bloomer r e g u l a r l y  
prom oted  t h e  new costume in  h e r  p a p e r  u n t i l  t h e  
d r e s s  came t o  be known as " t h e  B 1 o o m er« " ( B a r r y  
page 6 8 )

The " B lo o m e r"  had become a n o n - v e r b a l  symbol o f  t h e  Woman 

S u f f r a g e  M ovem ent .  The d r e s s  was t h e  s t a r t  o f  a s i l e n t

s o c i a l  p r o t e s t  t h a t  we r a r e l  y saw d u r i n g  B l o o m e r ' s  t i m e .  I n

t h i s  r e g a r d , sh e  i s  t r u l y  u n i q u e .  W hether  t h e  d r e s s  was

e f f e c t i v e  in  c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y  was no t  i m p o r t a n t ,  what  was 

i m p o r t a n t  was t h e  f a c t  she i n i t i a t e d  a new fo rm  o f  p r o t e s t  

i n t o  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement .

The " B lo o m er  C o s tu m e " ,  a l t h o u g h  h a v in g  a r e l a t i v e l y  

s h o r t  1 i f e ,  was i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  movement in  t h a t  i t  was 

symbol i c  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  was g o in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

minds o f  many women o f  t h e  t i m e .  Women began t o  f e e l  t h e y  

c o u ld  w ear  what  t h e y  w a n t e d .  Why sh o u ld  s o c i e t y  d i c t a t e  

what was p r o p e r  a t t i r e  f o r  women? The "B loom er  Costume"
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a l l o w e d  - for  a s o r t  o-f f r e e d o m  women had n o t  seen b e f o r e  and  

t h e y  1 ik e d  i t .

The day d i d  come,  h o w e v e r ,  when t h e  " B loom er  Costume"  

was abandoned by t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  

M ovem ent . The d r e s s  had s e r v e d  i t s  p u rp o s e  and began t o  

h i n d e r  t h e  work o f  t h e  woman s u f f r a g i s t s  s i n c e  many men 

j e e r e d  and made f u n  o f  t h e  “b l o o m e r s . "  Many w e a r e r s  o f  t h e  

costume soon t i r e d  o f  1 i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  v e r s e s  t h a t  went  1 i k e  

t h i s :

" H i - y a !
In  s l e e t  and snow,
M rs .  B l o o m e r ' s  a l l  t h e  g o .
T w e n ty  t a i l o r s  t a k e  t h e  s t i t c h e s ,
P l e n t y  o '  wimmen w ear  t h e  b r i t c h e s . . . "
( D o r r  page  9 2 )

The B lo o m e r  c r u s a d e  had e n d e d ,  y e t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  

costume on t h e  movement w ere  e v i d e n t — “ . . . a  m i l l i o n  d o l 1a r s  

w o r th  o f  f r e e  a d v e r t i s i n g . . . ( D o r r  page 9 3 )



LUCRE!IA COFFIN MOTT

L u c r e t i a  C o f f i n  M a t t  was b o r n  on N a n t u c k e t  I s l a n d ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1793=  She was t h e  s e c o n d  o f  s e v e n  

c h i l d r e n  . She was t h e  m o t h e r  o f  s i x  c h i l d r e n ( o n e  o f  w h ic h  

d i e d  a t  b i r t h )  = (Jam es  e t  a l  Vol . I I  p a g e  5 9 2 )  M o t t ' s  

d e s i r e  t o  f i g h t  f o r  Woman S u f f r a g e  b e g a n  a t  an e a r l y  a g e =



" I  g rew  up so t h o r o u g h l y  imbued w i t h  women's  r i g h t s  t h a t  i t  

was t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  o-f my l i f e  f ro m  a v e r y  e a r l  y 

d a y . " ( J a m e s  e t  a l  Vol .11 page 5 9 2 )  I t  comes as  no s u r p r i s e  

t o  s e e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  M o t t  i n t o  a S u f f r a g i s t  l e a d e r ,  f o r  

she had a v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  f a t h e r  and h u s b a n d .  From t h e  t im e  

she was b o rn  u n t i l  t h e  day  she d i e d ,  L u c r e t i a  M o t t  had t h e  

s u p p o r t  o f  h e r  f a t h e r  and h u s b a n d .  The f a m i l y  s u p p o r t  M ot t  

r e c e i v e d  w ou ld  be a v a l u a b l e  a s s e t  t o  h e r  l a t e r  i n  her- 

c a r e e r «

M o t t  had a l o t  g o in g  f o r  h e r  when made t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  

push t h e  i s s u e  o f  Woman S u f f r a g e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  M i r i a m  Gurko  

s t a t e s  i n  The L a d i e s  o f  Seneca  F a l l s ;  B i r t h  o f  t h e  Woman's 

R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t ,

. . . s h e  had t h r e e  t h i n g s  i n  h e r  f a v o r :  she was 
b o rn  i n t o  a f a m i l y  o f  Q u a k e r s ,  h e r  c h i l d h o o d  
w ould  be s p e n t  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  N a n t u c k e t ,  and 
she  had an unusua l  f a t h e r  who b e l i e v e d  in  
e d u c a t i n g  g i r l s .  The Q u a k e rs  w ere  t h e  one 
r e l i g i o u s  s e c t  t o  g r a n t  women s o m e th in g  c l o s e  
t o  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  men. Women w ere  a l l o w e d  t o  
speak f r e e l y  a t  Q uaker  m e e t in g s  and t o  become 
m i n i s t e r s ,  s o m e th in g  u n t h i n k a b l e  i n  a l m o s t  - 
any  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n . (G urko  page 50 )

Because o f  M o t t ' s  b a c k g ro u n d  , she  c o u l d  f e e l  more f r e e  t o  

speak h e r  mind a b o u t  i s s u e s  o f  p o l i t i c s  and r e l i g i o n .  She 

grew c o n f i d e n t  o f  h e r  r i g h t s ,  l e a r n i n g  much f ro m  e n d l e s s  

Quaker  m e e t i n g s .  She a l s o  l e a r n e d  t o  s t a n d  up f o r  what she 

b e l i e v e d ,  a t r a d i t i o n  f r o w n e d  upon by many o t h e r  g ro u p s  of  

s o c i e t y .  M o t t ' s  s e l f - a s s u r a n c e , c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  

she r e c e i v e d  f ro m  h e r  f a m i l y  g ave  h e r  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o



b e ! i e v e  she  c o u l d  make a d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  Woman 

S u f f r a g e .

M o t t ' s  N a n t u c k e t  u p b r i n g i n g  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  h e r  

d e v e lo p m e n t  as  a l e a d e r  in  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  M o v e m e n t . " I n  

t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  t h e  N a n t u c k e t  h o u s e w iv e s  n o t  

o n l y  managed a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  o f t e n  s e t  up sm a l l  

b u s in e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  o w n ." ( G u r k o  page 5 2 )  Even L u c r e t i a  

M o t t ' s  m o t h e r  r a n  a sm a l l  shop o f  h e r  own. As a r e s u l t  o f  

M o t t ' s  f a m i l y  h e r i t a g e ,  she  was a b l e  t o  n u r t u r e  t h e  

c o n f i d e n c e  needed  t o  e x p r e s s  a p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  

s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  women. A f t e r  a l l  , M o t t  had grown up i n  a 

Quaker  v i l l a g e  w h e re  she  e x p e r i e n c e d  " n e a r "  e q u a l i t y ,  i t  

would be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  h e r  t o  a c c e p t  a n y t h i n g  l e s s .

M o t t  was n o t  t h e  t y p e  o f  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  would  a l l o w  r i g h t s  

t h a t  she had g r o w in g  up be t a k e n  away f ro m  h e r  l a t e r .

L i k e  E l i s a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n ,  L u c r e t i a  C o f f i n  M o t t  had 

p e r f e c t e d  h e r  d o m e s t i c  s k i l l s ,  and l i k e  S t a n t o n ,  she wanted  

m ore .  " . . .  she  s e t t l e d  down t o  t h e  a rd u o u s  r o u t i n e  o f  a -  

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  h o u s e w i f e .  Even f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  when 

d o m e s t ic  s k i l l  was t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  measure  o f  suc c e s s  

f o r  a woman, she  became an o u t s t a n d i n g  h o u s e k e e p e r  and 

h o s t e s s ,  n o t e d  f o r  h e r  b e a u t i f u l l y  k e p t  home and 1a r g e - s c a l e  

e n t e r t a i n i n g . ” (G u rko  p ag es  52 & 53 )  M o t t  was a b l e  t o  

b a l a n c e  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

be p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e .  She c o u ld  n e v e r  a c c e p t  a l i f e  o f  

mere s e r v i t u d e  s i n c e  she " . . . c o u l d  m i n g l e  w i t h  t h e  men and
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have i n t e l l i g e n t  s u b j e c t s  o f  c o n v e r s a t  i o n . 11 (Gurko  page 52)  

M o tt  c o u l d  n o t  r e t r e a t  t o  a l i f e  o f  i n e q u a l i t y .  I t  would  

have made no s e n s e  a t  a l 1 f o r  a women t o  go backw ard s  

s o c i a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y ,  M o t t  f e l t  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  

e x p r e s s  h e r  p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  Woman S u f f r a g e  

and she  d i d ,

M o t t ,  l i k e  S t a n t o n ,  used much o f  what  men s a i d  a b o u t  

male s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r  women, a g a i n s t  th e m .  M o t t ' s  

e x p e r i e n c e  as  a m i n i s t e r  a f f o r d e d  h e r  kn o w ledge  o f  t h e  

b i b l e ,  h i s t o r y ,  and p o l i t i c s ,  M o t t  was a b l e  t o  use h e r  

know ledge  t o  r e f u t e  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  A n t i —S u f f r a g i s t s  u s in g  t h e  

v e r y  same docum ents  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  use a g a i n s t  h e r  and t h e  

movement.  She o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  same t e x t  h e r  o p p o n en ts  

used and p o i n t e d  o u t  how t h e  pas sages  had been m is u s e d .

Mott  s t a t e d  i n  a speech  d e l i v e r e d  a t  a c o n v e n t io n  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1 8 5 4 .

The v e n e r a t i o n  o f  man has been m i s d i r e c t e d ,  
t h e  p u l p i t  has  been p r o s t i t u t e d ,  t h e  B i b l e  
has been i l l - u s e d .  I t  has b e e n ' t u r n e d ‘̂ v e r  
and o v e r  as  in  e v e r y  r e f o r m .  The Temperance  
p e o p l e  h av e  had t o  f e e l  i t s  supposed  
d e n u n c i a t i o n s .  Then t h e  a n t i - s l a v e r y , and 
now t h i s  r e f o r m  has  m e t ,  and s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  
t o  m e e t ,  p a s s a g e  a f t e r  passage  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  
n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  be used s o .  I n s t e a d  o f  
t a k i n g  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  in  c o r r o b o r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  has  been t o  t u r n  
o v e r  i t s  pages  t o  f i n d  exam ples  and a u t h o r i t y  
f o r  t h e  w ro n g ,  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  abuses  of  
s o c i e t y . ( S c h n e i r  p ag es  100 & 101)

M ott  a r g u e s  s t e a d f a s t l y  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  and o t h e r  documents  

have been m isused  t o  b e n e f i t  A n t i - S u f f r a g i s t s  p o i n t  o f  v iew
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on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  and p o s i t i o n  o f  woman i n  s o c i e t y -  M o t t ' s  

t r a i n i n g  in  h e r  Q u a k e r  v i l l a g e  had a g r e a t  d ea l  o f  im p a c t  on 

h e r  a b i l  i t y  t o  a r g u e  e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  h e r  o p p o n e n t s .

As t i m e  went  b y ,  L u c r e t i a  M o t t ' s  husband c o n t i n u e d  t o  

s u p p o r t  h e r  c a u s e .  O t h e r  S u f f r a g i s t  1e a d e r s  l a c k e d  such  

s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  as  s t a t e d  in  M o t a b l e  

A m er ican  Nomen. “James M o t t  s h a re d  a l l  h i s  w i f e ' s  

c o n v i c t i o n s ,  s u p p o r t e d  h e r  in  a l l  h e r  u n p o p u l a r  c a u s e s ,  a n d ,  

by acco m p an y in g  h e r  on h e r  s p e a k i n g  t o u r s ,  l e n t  h e r  p u b l i c  

a p p e a r a n c e s  a r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  w h ich  o t h e r  f e m i n i s t  l e c t u r e r s  

1a c k e d ( J a m e s  e t  a l  V o l . I I  page 5 9 2 )  The s u p p o r t  M o t t  

r e c e i v e d  f ro m  h e r  f a m i l y ,  as  w e l l  as  f ro m  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  gave  

h e r  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  know she c o u ld  e f f e c t i v e l y  b a t t l e  t h e  

f o r c e s  o f  A n t i - B u f f r a g e . As M o t t  s t a t e s  in  a d a i r y  s e c t i o n  

of  H i s t o r y  o f  Woman S u f f r a g e  Volume I . “The e x e r c i s e  o f  

women's t a l e n t s  i n  t h i s  l i n e ,  as  w e l l  as t h e  g e n e r a l  c a r e  

which d e v o l v e d  upon th e m ,  in  t h e  ab s en ce  o f  t h e i r  hus b an d s ,  

t ended  t o  d e v e lo p  and s t r e n g t h e n  them m e n t a l l y  and 

p h y s i c a l l y . "  ( S t a n t o n  e t  al  pages  407  St 408 )
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ELIZABETH CADY STANTON

E l i z a b e t h  Cady  S t a n t o n  was b o r n  in  J o h n s t o w n ,  New York  

on N o v e m b er  1 2 ,  1 8 1 5 .  She was t h e  f o u r t h  o f  s i x  c h i l d r e n .

(James e t  al  p a g e  3 4 2 )  She d i e d  O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 0 2 .  As a 

m a j o r  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  M o v e m e n t ,  E l i z a b e t h  Cady  

S t a n t o n  was a b l e  t o  be i n f l u e n t i a l  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  v a s t



k n o w le d g e  q -f t h e  "common" as  w e l l  as  h e r  keen a b i l i t y  t o  

w r i t e .  She was a h o u s e w i f e  and a p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r .  The  

mul t i - p u r p o s e  n a t u r e  o f  S t a n t o n  can be seen when she w r o t e  

in  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  h e r  book , E i g h t y  Y ears  

And M o r e .

The s t o r y  o f  my p r i v a t e  1 i f e  as  t h e  w i f e  o f  
an e a r n e s t  r e f o r m e r ,  as  an e n t h u s i a s t i c  h o u s e ­
k e e p e r ,  p roud  o f  my s k i l l  i n  e v e r y  d e p a r tm e n t  
o f  d o m e s t i c  economy,  and as t h e  m o th e r  o f  seven  
c h i l d r e n ,  may amuse and b e n e f i t  t h e  r e a d e r .

The i n c i d e n t s  o f  my p u b ! i c  c a r e e r  as  a 
1 e a d e r  i n  t h e  most momentous r e f o r m  y e t  1aunched  
upon t h e  w o r l d — t h e  e m a n c ip a t i o n  o f  woman— w i l l  
be fo u n d  i n  / The H i s t o r y  o f  Woman S u f f r a g e . ' '  
( S t a n t o n - E i g h t y  Y e a rs )

As a h o u s e w i f e ,  w r i t e r ,  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t ,  S t a n t o n  

e x e m p l i f i e s  s c h o l a r l y  t r a i t s — she was n e v e r  one ­

d im e n s io n a l  , n e v e r  gav e  up h e r  s c h o l a r l y  d e s i r e ,  and k e p t  on 

w r i t i n g  even  u n d e r  a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  E l i z a b e t h  Cady  

S t a n t o n  was t r u l y  an A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .

S t a n t o n  w ou ld  p r o v e  t o  be more v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e  movement  

than o t h e r  women l e a d e r s  b e c a u s e  she knew how t o  c a r e  f o r  

h e r  c h i l d r e n  and h o u s e h o l d .  She a !w a y s  had a c o n n e c t io n  

w i t h  t h e  common h o u s e w i f e .  Y e t ,  she a l s o  knew t h e  i m p o r ta n c e  

of  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement on t h e  f u t u r e  r o l e ( s )  o f  t h e  

American h o u s e w i f e .  As G a i l  P a r k e r  s t a t e s  in  t h e

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  S t a n t o n ' s  b o o k ,  E i g h t y  Y e a r s  a nd

M ore ,  " A l t h o u g h  M r s .  S t a n t o n  was e i g h t y - f o u r . . .she  had n o t  

m el low ed  in  h e r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y .  D u r in g  

th e  y e a r s  o f  h e r  immurement in  Seneca F a l l s ,  E l i z a b e t h



S t a n t o n  had became c o n v in c e d  t h a t  women c o u ld  n e v e r  d e v e lo p  

t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  as  human b e i n g s  in  i s o l a t e d  

h o u s e h o l d s ."  ( S t a n t o n  page  v i i i )  F o r  S t a n t o n , t h e  Seneca  

F a l l s  C o n v e n t i o n  was t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  b i g g e r  and  

b e t t e r  t h i n g s .  She r e a l i s e d  t h a t  women had t o  have  an 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e s i r e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  m in d s .  B e in g  a 

h o u s e w i f e  was a n o b l e  c a u s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  was n o t  eno ugh .

One must b u i l t  on t h e i r  m e r i t s ,  f o r  S t a n t o n  h e r  m e r i t s  were  

embedded in  h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  f u n c t i o n  b o th  as  a m o th e r  and a 

w r i t e r .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  day  w ere  j u s t  as  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  S t a n t o n  as  h e r  f a m i l y — The two w ere  e q u a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e r .

S t a n t o n  b e l i e v e d  change  came a b o u t  v e r y  s l o w l y .  She 

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  any s o c i a l  change was a v i c t o r y .  She began t o  

t e l l  h e r  f r i e n d s  t h a t  even t h e  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  w ere  i m p o r t a n t .  

For  e x a m p l e ,  she asked  h e r  f r i e n d s  t o  change t h e  way in  

which t h e y  a d d r e s s e d  l e t t e r s  t o  h e r .  Edward James,  e t  al  

s t a t e  i n  N o t a b l e  A m e r ic a n  Women W r i t e r s , " . . . s h e  had asked  

her  f r i e n d s  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  t o  " E l i z a b e t h  Cady  

S t a n t o n "  r a t h e r  th a n  t o  " M r s .  H e nry  B .  S t a n t o n , "  f o r  she  

f e l t  t h a t  a woman s h o u ld  n o t  submerge h e r  i d e n t i t y  in  

m a r r i a g e . 11 (James e t  a l  page 343 )  To some t h i s  may have  

seemed p e t t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  was so m e th in g  f o r  which  she and 

a l l  h o u s e w iv e s  c o u ld  have  c o n t r o l  . She a t t e m p t e d  t o  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  movement in  ways in  which she c o u ld  

c o n t r o l  f i r s t ,  th e n  she c o u ld  t a c k l e  o t h e r  a n g l e s  of
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p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  p r o b le m s  w i t h  h e r  speech w r i t i n g  

ab i  1 i t y .  I t  was t h i s  1 ink  be tw een  t h e  "common" e x p e r i e n c e  

and h e r  p u b l i c  c a r e e r  t h a t  made E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  a 

s u c c e s s * u l  1e a d e r  o f  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement .

S t a n t o n  s t e a d f a s t l y  d e f e n d s  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  m otherhood  

t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  w r i t i n g .  She b e l i e v e d  m otherhood t o  be a 

n o b le  p r o f e s s i o n  w o r t h y  o f  much p r a i s e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  

S t a n t o n  w r i t e s  i n  E l i z a b e t h  Cadv S t a n t o n  Volume I .

Though m otherhood  i s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l 1 
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s — r e q u i r i n g  more k no w ledge  t h a n  
an'/  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  in  human a f f a i r s — t h e r e  
was n o t  a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  t o  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
o f f i c e .  I f  we buy a p l a n t  o f  a h o r t i c u l t u r i s t  
we ask  h im many q u e s t i o n s  as t o  i t s  n e e d s ,  
w h e t h e r  i t  t h r i v e s  b e s t  in  s u n s h in e  o r  in  s h a d e ,  
w h e t h e r  i t  needs much o r  l i t t l e  w a t e r ,  what  
d e g r e e s  o f  h e a t  o r  c o l d s  b u t  when we h o l d  i n  our  
arms f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a b e in g  o f  i n f i n i t e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  in  whose wisdom may r e s t  t h e  
d e s t i n y  o f  a n a t i o n ,  we t a k e  i t  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  
t h e  l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  i t s  l i f e ,  h e a l t h ,  and h a p p in e s s  
a r e  i n t u i t i v e l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  
new t o  be l e a r n e d  in  r e g a r d  t o  i t . ( S t a n t o n  pages  
109 & 110)

S ta n t o n  be l  i e v e d  s o c i e t y  t a k e s  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  m other ing^  i s  

a n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s  and t h a t  i t  comes e a s i l y  t o  women.

S t a n t o n  b e l i e v e d  b e i n g  a good m o th er  to o k  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c e .  

She b e l i e v e d  m o therhood  was a l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  men 

chose t o  b e s to w  on women— w ash ing  t h e i r  hands o f  t h e  e n t i r e  

a f f a i r .  She a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  s o c i e t y  d o e s n ' t  g i v e  enough 

c r e d i t  t o  t h o s e  who a t t e m p t  t o  r a i s e  c h i l d r e n ,  and S t a n t o n  

c o u ld  speak f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e ,  as  she r a i s e d  h e r  c h i l d r e n  and 

b e l i e v e d  she l e a r n e d  a g r e a t  d ea l  f rom  i t .



S t a n t o n  to o k  p r i d e  in  h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  c a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  

As she  r e c o l l e c t s ,

One h o t  d a y ,  in  t h e  month o f  May,  I 
e n t e r e d  a crowded c a r  a t  C e dar  R a p i d s , l a . ,  
and to o k  t h e  o n l y  empty s e a t  b e s i d e  a 
g e n t le m e n  who seemed v e r y  n e r v o u s  a b o u t  a 
c r y i n g  c h i l d .  I was s c a r c e l y  s e a t e d  when 
he s a i d :

" M o t h e r ,  do you know a n y t h i n g  ab o u t  
b a b i e s ? "

"Oh, y e s ! "  I  s a i d ,  s m i l i n g ,  " t h a t  i s  a
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  kn o w le d g e  on which I  e s p e c i a l l y
p r i d e  m y s e l f  . "

"Well  s a i d  h e ,  " t h e r e  i s  a c h i l d  t h a t  
has  c r i e d  most o f  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y -  
f o u r  h o u r s .  What do you t h i n k  a i l s  i t ? "

M ak ing  a random s u p p o s i t i o n ,  I  r e p l i e d ,
" I t  p r o b a b l y  n eeds  a b a t h  . " ( S t a n t o n - E i g h t y  
Y e a r s  pag es  1 2 4 - 1 2 5 )

S t a n t o n  had a v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  m o t h e r in g  i n s t i n c t .  To

S t a n t o n ,  m otherhood  was a s i m p l e  p r o c e s s — t h e  baby has

c e r t a i n  n e e d s  and t h e  m o t h e r  f u l f i l l s  t h o s e  n e e d s .  B e in g  a

good m o th e r  t a k e s  a l o t  o f  common s e n s e ,  and S t a n t o n  was

a lw a ys  a b l e  t o  a s s e r t  t h i s  n o t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  h e r

own c h i l d r e n .  S t a n t o n ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  caused h e r  t o  have many

p e o p le  ask h e r  f a r  h e r  o p i n i o n  on c h i l d  r e a r  i n g S t  a n t  o©_

shows h e r  p r a c t i c a l  m o t h e r i n g  i n s t i n c t  when she i s  asked  i f

she w i l l  b a t h e  a s t r a n g e r ' s  baby t o  q u i e t  i t  down. F o r

examp1e ,

He p r o m p t l y  r e j o i n e d ,  " I f  you w i l l  g i v e  
i t  o n e ,  I w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  necessary '  means ."

I  s a i d ,  " I  w i l l  f i r s t  s ee  i f  t h e  c h i l d  
w i l l  come t o  me and i f  t h e  m o th e r  i s  w i l l i n g . 1,

I fo u n d  t h e  m o th e r  o n l y  t o o  g l a d  t o  have  
a few  m i n u t e s '  r e s t ,  and t h e  c h i l d  t o o  t i r e d  t o  
c a r e  who to o k  i t .  She gave me a s u i t  o f  c l e a n  
c l o t h s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g e n t le m a n  s p re a d  h i s  b l a n k e t



shawl an t h e  s e a t  s e c u r i n g  t h e  a p p o s i t e  one f o r  me 
and t h e  b a t h i n g  a p p l i a n c e s .  Then he p ro d u c e d  a 
to w e l  , s p o n g e , and an i n d i a - r u b b e r  bowl f u l l  of  
w a t e r , and I gave  t h e  c h i l d  a g e n e r o u s  d r i n k  and
a. t h o r o u g h  a b l u t i o n .  I t  s t r e t c h e d  and seemed t o
e n j o y  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g ,  a n d ,  w h i l e  
I  was b r u s h i n g  i t s  g o ld e n  c u r l s  as  g e n t l y  as  I 
c o u l d ,  i t  f e l l  a s l e e p . . . T h e  p o o r  m o t h e r ,  t o o ,  was 
sound a s l e e p ,  and t h e  g e n t le m a n  was v e r y  h a p p y .  
( S t a n t o n  E i g h t y  Y e a rs  page 124 & 125)

M otherhood  t a u g h t  S t a n t o n  a d i s c i p l i n e  which she c a u l d  use  

f o r  r u n n i n g  h e r  e n t i r e  l i f e .  To S t a n t o n ,  m otherhood  was a 

good t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  f o r  women. The p ro b le m  w as ,  h o w e v e r ,

t h a t  many h o u s e w iv e s  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  an e x i s t e n c e  o f  c h i l d

r e a r i n g  and 1o s t  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a t t a i n  i n t e l 1e c t u a l  

s t i m u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  o r  becoming p o l i t i c a l l y  

a c t i v e .  When m otherhood  i s  h e l d  o v e r  t h e  head o f  t h e  

h o u s e w i f e  i t  can become d i s a s t r o u s ,  f o r  i t  can become t h e  

v e r y  e l e m e n t  w h ic h  c o u ld  keep women in  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  

bondage .  A b a l a n c e  o f  h o u s e w i f e  and i n t e l l e c t  a r e  t h e  key  

t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  women o f  S t a n t o n ' s  t i m e .

S t a n t o n ' s  husband was o f t e n  away f ro m  home and she was 

f o r c e d  t o  c a r e  f a r  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .  She s t r e s s e d  t h e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  h o u s e w i f e .  

Being a h o u s e w i f e  w i t h o u t  any e x t e r n a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  was 

d r e a d f u l  t o  S t a n t o n .  F o r  e x a m p le ,

. . . M r .  S t a n t o n  was f r e q u e n t l y  f ro m  home, I 
had p o o r  s e r v a n t s , and an i n c r e a s i n g  number  
o f  c h i l d r e n .  To keep a house and g ro u n d s  
in  good o r d e r ,  p u r c h a s e  e v e r y  a r t i c l e  f o r  
d a i l y  u s e ,  keep t h e  w a r d r o b e s  o f  h a l f  a 
dozen human b e i n g s  in  p r o p e r  t r i m ,  t a k e  a 
c h i l d  t o  d e n t i s t s ,  s h o e m a k e r s ,  and d i f f e r e n t
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s c h o o l s ,  o r  f i n d  t e a c h e r s  a t  h o m e . . .  
( S t a n t o n - E i g h t y  Y e a r s  page 145)

I t  i s  am az ing  t h a t  S t a n t o n  was a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c a r e  o f

h e r  h o u s e h o ld  and c h i l d r e n  as w e l l  as  save  enough t i m e  t o

w r i t e  and p l a n  pol i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s .  E l i z a b e t h  Cad'/  S t a n t o n

c l e a r l y  was a s t r o n g  p e r s o n a g e — a b l e  t o  b a l a n c e  h e r  home

l i f e  w i t h  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  f u l f i l l  h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e s i r e s .

E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  was by no means one d i m e n s i o n a l . 

She m a i n t a i n e d  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  k n o w le d g e ,  as she  

was c o n s t a n t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  by A n t i - S u f f r a g i s t s .  11 In  

a n s w e r in g  a l l  t h e  a t t a c k s ,  we w ere  c o m p e l le d  t o  s t u d y  canon  

and c i v i l  l a w ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  B i b l e s ,  s c i e n c e ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  

and h i s t o r y ,  s a c r e d  and p r o f  a n e . 11 ( S t a n t o n - E i g h t y  Y e a rs  page  

152) C o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h  A n t i - S u f f r a g i s t s  h e l p e d  t o  

s t r e n g t h e n  S t a n t o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  k n o w le d g e .  She c o u ld  a rg u e  

w i t h  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e m ,  many t i m e s  u s in g  t h e  same documents  

f i r s t  a r g u e d  a t  h e r .

At  an e a r l y  a g e ,  she was t a u g h t  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  b e in g  

p o l i t i c a l l y  a w a r e .  E l e a n o r  F l e x n e r  w r i t e s  in  

C e n tu r y  o f  S t r u g g l e ;  The Woman's R i g h t s  Movement in  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s . E l i s a b e t h  S t a n t o n  s p e n t  h o u r s ,

. . . c r o u c h e d  i n  a c o r n e r  o f  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  o f f i c e ,  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who came t o  him w i t h  
t h e i r  l e g a l  p r o b l e m s .  Many w ere  w iv e s  and 
d a u g h t e r s  o f  f a r m e r s ;  o f t e n  t h e  husband had 
d is p o s e d  o f  t h e i r  s m a l l  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  t a k e n  
t h e i r  e a r n i n g s  f o r  d r i n k ,  o r ,  in  t h e  c a s e  of  
a s e p a r a t i o n ,  had t h e  s o l e  r i g h t  t o  g u a r d i a n ­
s h i p  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  Judge Cady was k i n d ,
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and o f t e n  d ip p e d  i n t o  h i s  own p o c k e t s  t o  h e l p  
t h e  women; b u t  he r e i t e r a t e d  p a t i e n t l y  and  
e n d l e s s l y  t h a t  t h e y  had no l e g a l  r e d r e s s , and 
h i s  d a u g h t e r  was marked -for 1 i f e  by t h a t  
know! e d g e . (FI  e>;ner p ag es  72  & 73)

E a r l y  on i n  S t a n t o n ' s  l i f e ,  she l e a r n e d  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  b e in g  

p o l i t i c a l l y  a w a r e .  She l e a r n e d  h e r  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e  would  be 

t h e  same as  t h o s e  h u n d re d s  o f  women t h a t  passed t h r o u g h  h e r  

f a t h e r ' s  o f f i c e  d o o r .  She r e a l i 2 ed she had t o  be 

p o l i t i c a l l y  a w a re  o f  t h e  s y s t e m ,  which i f  a l l o w e d  t o  go 

unchecked  w ou ld  h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  im p act  on women's l i v e s  

in  t h e  f u t u r e .  I f  she e v e r  p la n n e d  t o  f i g h t  t h e  sys tem  and  

w i n ,  she  knew she  had know how t h e  sys tem  w o rk e d .

S t a n t o n  e x p r e s s e s  one o f  h e r  p o l i t i c a l  v ie w s  when she  

s t a t e s  i n  an " A d d re s s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  New York on 

Women, F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  1 8 5 4 , "

. . . G e n t l e m e n ,  in  r e p u b l i c a n  A m e r i c a ,  in  t h e  n i n e -  
t e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w e,  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h e r o e s  o f  ' 7 6 ,  demand a t  y o u r  hands  
t h e  r e d r e s s  o f  o u r  g r i e v a n c e s — a r e v i s i o n  o f  y o u r  
S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n — a new code o f  l a w .  P e r m i t  us  
t h e n ,  as  b r i e f l y  as  p a s s i b l e ,  t o  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t ­
ion  t o  t h e  l e g a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  which  we 
1 a b o r .

1 s t .  Look a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women as woman.  
I t  i s  n o t  enough f o r  us t h a t  by y o u r  law s  we a r e  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  l i v e  and b r e a t h e ,  t o  c l a i m  t h e  
n e c e s s a r i e s  o f  l i f e  f ro m  o u r  l e g a l  p r o t e c t o r s —  
t o  p a y  t h e  p e n a l t y  o f  o u r  c r i m e s ;  we demand t h e  
f u l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a l l  our  r i g h t s  as  c i t i z e n s  
o f  t h e  E m p i re  S t a t e .  We a r e  p e r s o n s '  n a t i v e ,  
f r e e - b o r n  c i t i z e n s ;  p r o p e r t y - h o l  d e r s , t a x  p a y e r s ;  
y e t  a r e  we d e n ie d  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  o u r  r i g h t  t o  
t h e  e l e c t i v e  f r a n c h i s e . ( S t a n t o n - D u b o i s  pages 44  & 
45)



S t a n t o n ' s r e f e r e n c e  t o  A m e r i c a ' s  g l o r i o u s  p a s t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

t o  h e r  a rg u m e n t  t h a t  A m e r ic a  was h y p o c r i t i c a l  in  i t s  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  women. No one coul d deny t h e  r e l  eva n c e  o f  t h e  

t o p i c  o f  e q u a l i t y  when she c o n n e c t e d  i t  w i t h  t h e  documents  

we h o l d  d e a r  t o  o u r  h e a r t s .  S t a n t o n  r e a l i z e d  our  n a t i o n  was 

a n a t i o n  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  r e v e r e n c e  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  and she  

t r i e d  t o  t i e  t h i s  p a s t  i n t o  h e r  a r g u m e n ts .  She o f t e n  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p a s t  t o  d e fe n d  t h e  need f o r  r e f o r m  o f  

p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e .  S t a n t o n ' s  a rgum ent  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  i d e a  

t h a t  women h a v e  l e g a l  r i g h t s  as f r e e - b o r n  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Once a g a i n ,  S t a n t o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  l i n k s  our  

n a t i o n s  p a s t  w i t h  t h e  h y p o c r i s y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t — u s in g  h e r  

t a c t i c s  as  a q u i t  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  t o o l  t o  sway p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n .
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The A m e r ic a n  h o u s e w i f e  has  been o v e r l o o k e d  -for  

c e n t u r i e s  as  h a v i n g  any p o l i t i c a l  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n s i g h t .

As i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  most s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  

change comes w i t h  t i m e .  In  t h e  c a s e  o-f Mary A n t h o n y ,  Amel i a  

J en ks  B l o o m e r ,  L u c r e t i a  C o f f i n  M o t t ,  and E l i z a b e t h  Cady  

S t a n t o n ,  c h a n g e  o v e r  t i m e  was n o t  enough— t h e y  w anted  change  

q u ic k  1y and j u s t l y .  These women o f  t h e  Seneca  F a l l s  

C o n v e n t i o n  n e v e r  a d h e r e d  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  norms when i t  came 

t o  Woman S u f f r a g e .  They wanted t o  have t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

v o i c e  h e a r d ,  and c o u ld  no l o n g e r  be o v e r l o o k e d  by s o c i e t y .  

As t h e  d a y s  p a s t  a f t e r  t h e  Seneca F a l l s  Woman's R i g h t s  

C o n v e n t i o n ,  women began t o  r e a l i z e  change was p o s s i b l e .

They c o u l d  s e e  a s t a r t  f o r  a b e t t e r  to m o r ro w .

The women o f  Seneca  F a l 1s b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a s e n se  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  a w a k e n in g  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u s e w i f e  and t h e y  

b ro u g h t  h o p e .  As t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  s w e l l e d ,  women 

were a b l e  t o  e x e r t  t h e m s e l v e s  t o w a rd  t h e  u l t i m a t e  goal o f  

woman s u f f r a g e — t h e  v o t e .  Women needed t o  v o i c e  t h e i r  

o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  Am er ican  h o u s e w i f e .

Pe rs ona l  s a c r i f i c e  was e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e  f u l f i l l i n g  o f  t h e  

g o a ls  o f  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  M ovement ,  and many h o u s e w iv e s  

were w i l l  ing  t o  f i g h t .  Though y e a r s  o f  misery '  had k e p t  

women down,  in  b o n d a g e ,  t h e  h o u s e w iv e s  o f  t h e  Seneca  F a l l s  

C o n v e n t io n  began t h e  lo o k  a t  what  t h e  f u t u r e  would  have in  

s t o r e — fre e d o m  t o  v o t e ,  f re e d o m  f o r  a l l  .
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S eneca  F a l l s  was much more th a n  a c o n v e n t i o n  on Women's 

R i g h t s ,  i t  was a c o n v e n t i o n  o-f h o p e .  Housew ives  c o u ld  no 

l o n g e r  d w e l l  on t h e  p a s t ,  t h e y  c o u ld  o n l y  hope f o r  t h e  

f u t u r e .  The C o n v e n t i o n  a t  Seneca F a l l s ,  New York gave  many 

h o u s e w iv e s  t h e  hope t h e y  n e e d e d .  They c o u ld  v e n t  t h e i r  

f r u s t r a t i o n s  o f  a s o c i e t y  t h a t  seemed t o  t u r n  away f ro m  

e q u a l i t y ,  a s o c i e t y  b e n t  on t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  and e n s la v e m e n t  

of h o u s e w iv e s  b o th  l e g a l l y  and s o c i a l l y .

The p o l i t i c a l  a w aken in g  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  among hou sew ive s  

d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  a t  Seneca F a l l s ,  w i l l  long  be rem e m b e re d . 

Not o n l y  had women shown t h e y  had a p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e ,  b u t  

t h e y  a l s o  showed t h e y  w ere  w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  such  

r i g h t s .  M o d e l in g  t h e i r  movement a f t e r  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  

In d ep e n d en ce  s e r v e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  argument  and many 

new members w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  

movement.  U n l i k e  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n  hou sew ive s  l i k e  A b i g a i l  

Adams, h o u s e w iv e s  o f  t h e  Seneca  F a l l s  e r a  were n o t  so 

w i l l i n g  t o  back down and a c c e p t  t h e  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  

t i m e s .  No l o n g e r  w ould  t h e  A m er ican  h o u s e w i f e  a c c e p t  a 

p o l i t i c a l  back s e a t  t o  h e r  h u s b an d .  A r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  

a n y t h i n g  was p o s s i b l e  began t o  work i t s  way i n t o  t h e  Noman 

S u f f r a g e  Movement . The movement was no 1ong er  j u s t  words  

and s p e e c h e s ,  r a t h e r ,  i t  became a movement o f  a c t i o n .  I t  

went f ro m  a " p l e a s e  a l l o w  us" t o  a " g i v e  us" o u r  r i g h t s  

movement.  H o u sew iv es  began t o  demand r e c o g n i t i o n .  They 

would n o t  be d e n ie d  and l a b e l e d  i n f e r i o r  t o  men..  Such



h o u s e w iv e s  as Mary A n th o n y ,  A m e l ia  B lo o m e r ,  L u c r e t i a  M o t t ,  

and E l i z a b e t h  S t a n t o n  w ere  a l l  v e h i c l e s  b e h in d  t h e  movement,  

f o r  t h e y  to o k  on t h e  huge r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t r y i n g  t o  

m a i n t a i n  a h o u s e h o ld  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  

and keep  p o l i t i c a l  e n g a g e m e n ts .  T h i s  b a l a n c e  o f  h o u s e w i f e  

and p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r  and a c t i v i s t  make t h e s e  women 

g r e a t — A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r s .  E l i z a b e t h  Cady S t a n t o n  p r o b a b l y  

sums up t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  on t h e  movement b e s t  when 

she sp o ke  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  Women in  18S8 .  

S t a n t o n  s t a t e s ,

We who l i k e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  have  been 
w a n d e r i n g  in  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  p r e j u d i c e  and 
r i d i c u l e  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  f e e l  a p e c u l i a r  t e n d e r ­
n e s s  f o r  t h e  young women on whose s h o u l d e r s  we a r e  
a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  o u r  b u r d e n s . . . .The  y o u n g e r  women 
a r e  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e s  o v e r  u s .  They 
have  t h e  r e s u l t s  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ;  t h e y  have  
s u p e r i o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ;  t h e y  w i l l  
f i n d  a more e n l i g h t e n e d  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  f o r  
d i s c u s s i o n ;  t h e y  w i l l  have  more c o u ra g e  t o  t a k e  
t h e  r i g h t s  w h ic h  b e lo n g  t o  t h e m . . . . T h u s  f a r  women 
h a v e  been t h e  mere ech oes  o f  men. Our 1 aws and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o u r  c r e e d s  and c o d e s ,  and t h e  c u s ­
toms o f  s o c i a l  1 i f e  a r e  a l l  o f  Tnascurl in-'e o r i g i n .

The t r u e  woman i s  as  y e t  a dream o f  he  
t h e  f u t u r e  ■ ( S t a n t o n - S c h n e i r  p r e f a c e ) .



Chapter 5

Tf)e American 
Scholar Housewife;

A dream 
within a dreani?



The A m e r ic a n  Schol a r  i s  a w e l 1 —ro u n d ed  i n d i v i d u a l  who 

c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e  use  o-f i n f o r m a l  and f o r m a l  l e a r n e d  b e h a v i o r s  

in  o r d e r  t o  e x c e l  as  a “c o m p l e t e "  p erso n  i n  s o c i e t y -  The  

A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  i s  d i v e r s e — a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  many d i f f e r e n t  

and c h a n g i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  The A m er ican  S c h o l a r  i s  a 

c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  b o t h  fo r m a l  and i n f o r m a l / h a n d s - o n  e d u c a t i o n .  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  A m er ican  S c h o l a r  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who 

i s  a b l e  t o  l e a r n  f ro m  b o t h  t h e  in f o r m a l  and f o r m a l  s e t t i n g s .  

The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  s e e k in g  k n o w le d g e  in  a 

w o r ld  w h ic h  i s  a l w a y s  c h a n g i n g .

The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  t h r i v e s  where  b o t h  f o r m a l  and 

i n f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  The S c h o l a r  i s  t h a t  p e rs o n  

which can  a p p l y  w hat  has  been l e a r n e d  t o  h i s / h e r  own l i f e .

To t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r ,  t h e  use o f  o n e ' s  hands i s  j u s t  as  

i m p o r t a n t  as  u s i n g  o n e ' s  m in d .  They a r e  a j o i n t  p r o c e s s .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  w hat  one h as  l e a r n e d ,  b o th  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  

s e t t i n g  as  w e l l  as  i n  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  making  

of t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .  A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  k n o w le d g e  i s  t h e  

key t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  S c h o l a r .  The p e r s o n  t h a t  does n o t  

a p p ly  w hat  h as  been l e a r n e d  has  n o t  seen t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  of  

t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  T r u l y ,  t h e  p e r s o n  we c a l l  an 

Am erican  S c h o l a r  must  f i r s t  t h i n k ,  t h e n  r e a c t ,  and t h e n  p u t  

h i s / h e r  b e l i e f s  and v i e w s  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  new k n o w le d g e  i s  u s e l e s s .

T h r o u g h o u t  A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r y ,  one s e e s  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  

of e d u c a t i o n  as  a g r e a t  s o c i a l i z i n g  a g e n t . In  t h i s  r o l e ,
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•formal e d u c a t i o n  h a s  been  u n a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e ,  s o l e l y  on i t s  

own a c c o r d  , an a b u n d a n c e  o f  s c h o l a r s .  The k e y  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  how t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  i s  fo rm e d  1 i e s  i n  t h e  

a c c e s s  one h a s  t o  i n f o r m a l  and fo r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  as  a j o i n t  

p r o c e s s . E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s ak e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  good  

e n o u g h .  I f  t h e  o n l y  goa l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  s o c i a l i z e ,  we 

s h a l l  s e e  fe w  s c h o l a r s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  has  n o t  been t h e  c a s e  

in  o u r  s o c i e t y .  The em e rg e n c e  o f  t h e  fo rm a l  and i n f o r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  h as  s e r v e d  t o  enhance  t h e  l e a r n i n g  

c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t .  The j o i n t  p r o c e s s  o f  i n f o r m a l  

and f o r m a l  l e a r n i n g  h as  d e v e lo p e d  many f i n e  s c h o l a r s , many

which h a v e  gone u n n o t i c e d — most n o t a b l y  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t

w r i t e s .

The S c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e  i s  a key  t o  A m e r ic a  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

i t s e l f .  The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  can no l o n g e r  be l i m i t e d  t o  

" g r e a t  m e n ."  The S c h o l a r  must be d i v e r s e ,  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  

new c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e r e  a r e  no l i m i t s  t o  what  t h e  s c h o l a r  can 

do.  As D o r o t h e e  S o e l 1 e s t a t e s  i n ,  T i l  l i e  Q1sen and a 

F e m i n i s t  S p i r i t u a l  V i s i o n .

A p e r s o n  who w a l k s  in  o n l y  one d i r e c t i o n ,  who 
r e c e i v e s  only '  one g i f t ,  and who d e v e lo p s  in  a
o n e - s i d e d  way c a n n o t  become a w ho le  p e r s o n .
Remember t h e  r a i n b o w ,  t h e  g i f t  o f  t i r e ,  t h e  
g i f t  o f  w a t e r ,  t h e  g i f t  o f  a i r ,  and t h e  g i f t  
o f  e a r t h  . Remember t h e  seven  c o l o r s  t h a t , 
t a k e n  t o g e t h e r ,  make up l i g h t .  Remember t h e  
t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  f l o o d ;  remember t o d a y  and t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  new l i f e .  ( O r r  p r e f a c e )

The S c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e  i s  n o t  one d im e n s io n a l  , r a t h e r , she  i s

d i v e r s e ,  a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  b o t h  f o r m a l  and i n f o r m a l  l e a r n i n g
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s i t u a t i o n s .  The sch o l  a r  h o u s e w i f e  has  t o  be a b l e  t o  b a l a n c e  

t h e  p r i v a t e  1 i - fe  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  l i f e .  The h o u s e w i f e  a d a p t s  

t o  c h a n g i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  The A m er ican  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  

i s  d e s e r v i n g  o f  t h e  t i t l e  o f  A m er ican  S c h o l a r .

Many i n d i v i d u a l s  c l a i m  t o  d e s e r v e  t h e  t i t l e  o f  A m e r ic a n  

b c h o l a r  , h o w e v e r ,  s c h o l a r l y  p r a i s e  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  g i v e n .  So 

why do we c o n t i n u e  seek o u t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o r t h y  o f  such  

p r a i s e  when t h e  a n s w e r  i s  so c l o s e  t o  home? The s c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e  h a s ,  in  many c a s e s ,  gone u n n o t i c e d  f o r  h e r  

a c h i e v e m e n t s . I r o n i c a l l y ,  no more w o r t h y  a g ro u p  can be 

found  t h a t  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  

th a n  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s .  Y e t ,  we c o n t i n u e  t o  s e a r c h , 

even when t h e  a n s w e r  i s  so c l o s e  t o  home, r e f u s i n g  t o  g i v e  

s c h o l a r  h o u s e w iv e s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h e y  d e s e r v e .

Women such as  Anne B r a d s t r e e t , S h i r l e y  J a c k s o n ,  T i l l i e  

Q 1 s e n , A b i g a i l  Adams,  S a ra h  F r a n k l i n  B a c h e , Jan e  F r a n k l i n  

Mecom, M e rc y  O t i s  W a r r e n , P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y ,  M ary  A n th o n y ,  

A m i l i a  J e n k s  B l o o m e r ,  L u c r e t i a  C o f f i n  M o t t ,  and TE 1 iza b e th  

Cady S t a n t o n  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p le s  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e .  They  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  w h ich  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  a s c h o l a r , y e t  t h e y  come f ro m  v a r i e d  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d s .  Why th e n  a r e  

t h e y  a l  1 s c h o l a r s ?  The one e l e m e n t  t h e y  a l 1 h av e  i n  common 

which  l i n k s  them t o  t h e  c l a i m  o f  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e  

i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  each  has  t o  b a l a n c e  p r i v a t e  l i f e  w i t h  t h e  

p u b l i c  l i f e .  B r a d s t r e e t , J a c k s o n ,  O l s e n ,  Adams,  B a c h e ,
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Meuom, W a r r e n ,  Wheat ley- ' ,  A n t h o n y ,  B l o o m e r ,  M o t t ,  and S t a n t o n  

a l l  m a i n t a i n  a d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  and 1 e a r n  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s .

The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e  i s  d i v e r s e ,  a b l e  t o  work  

t h r o u g h  d a i l y  a d v e r s i t y  and s t i l l  m a i n t a i n  a d e s i r e  t o  

w r i t e .  1 he h o u s e w i f e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  new and 

c h a n g in g  s i t u a t i o n s ,  y e t  she s t i l l  s e e k s  k n o w l e d g e .  I t  i s  

e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e w i f e ' s  Job c o n s i s t s  o f  an i n t e r a c t i o n  

b e tw een  i n f o r m a l  and f o r m a l  l e a r n i n g  on a d a i l y '  b a s i s .  The 

h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  i s  a d o e r ,  n o t  a w a t c h e r ,  she s t r i v e s  

f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t .  Most o f  a l l ,  t h e  S c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e  i s  a l w a y s  c h a n g i n g ,  a l w a y s  s e e k i n g ,  a! way's 

t h i n k i n g ,  and a l w a y s  l e a r n i n g .  As W a l t  W h i t tm a n  once s a i d  

i n ,  Song o f  M y s e l f  « " A l l  goes  onward and o u t w a r d ,  n o t h i n g  

c o l l a p s e s . "  ( M cM ich a e l  Page 9 1 8 )

The f u t u r e  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  

w r i t e s  i s  unknow n ,  h o w e v e r , s o c i e t y  w i l l  s u r e l y  e f f e c t  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e ' s  f u t u r e .  T h e r e  i s  a' 'growing--^  

sense t h a t  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  i s  a d y i n g  b r e e d .

S a d l y ,  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  may f a c e  even a l e s s  

f a v o r a b l e  r e c e p t i o n  f r o m  s o c i e t y ,  as  h e r  t i m e  w i l l  be 

d e l e g a t e d  more and more t o  w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  home, and 

l e s s  t o  w r i t i n g .  The h o u s e w i f e  w i l l  most s u r e l y  be g i v e n  

t h e  t a s k  o f  t a k i n g  even  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y '  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y ,  

h e r  c a r e e r ,  and h e r  s c h o l a r l y  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  w r i t e  

and l e a r n .  The immense p r e s s u r e  s o c i e t y  p u t s  on t h e



h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  w i l l  e f f e c t  many f u t u r e  w r i t e r s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  s c h a l a r  w i l l  

s u r v i v e  w i l l  depend on tw o  f a c t o r s :  The a b i l i t y  t o

a c c e l  e r a t e  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  and seek  k n o w l e d g e ,  and when 

and i f  s o c i e t y  w i l l  l e g i t i m a t e  t h e  housew ives - '  e x i s t e n c e  in  

t h e  home.  C l e a r l y ,  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  

w r i t e s  h a s  had t o  b a t t l e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n s  and 

s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e s ,  and she  has  s u r v i v e d .  The p a i n f u l  p l i g h t  

of  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  h as  s e r v e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e ' s  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  w r i t e ,  speak o u t  on 

s o c i a l  , p o l i t i c a l  , and r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s ,  and t o  t r y  t o  

change h e r  s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e .  The v e r y  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  

h o u s e w i f e  s c h o l a r  t o  p u r s u e  r e c o g n i t i o n  may be t h e  k e y  t o  

h e r  s u r v i v a l  i n  a s o c i e t y  w h ic h  i s  s t i l l  u n a b l e  t o  come t o  

g r i p  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e q u a l i t y .  One can o n l y  hope  

i n t e l  1 e c t u a l i s m  w i l l  c o u n t e r  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n s  

and m a t e r i a l i s m ,  and t h e  h o u s e w i f e  t h a t  w r i t e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

t o  s t r i v e  f o r  s c h o l a r l y  p r a i s e .

The h o u s e w i f e  c a n n o t  lo o k  b a c k ,  o n l y  f o r w a r d ,  f o r  

l o o k i n g  back o n l y  c l o u d s  t h e  memory o f  what  c o u l d  b e .  As 

H a r r i e t t s  Arnow s t a t e s  in  The D o l l  m a k e r , "What was t h e  good 

of  t r y i n g  t o  keep  y o u r  own i f  when t h e y  grow up t h e i r  days  

were l i k e  y o u r  o w n ? " ( O r r  page 39 )  As Arnow s t a t e s ,  why 

f i g h t  f o r  s o m e th in g  i f  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  b a t t l e  t h i n g s  a r e  

t h e  same as  t h e y  w ere  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  The h o u s e w i f e  has  

t o  be r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t  a new an c h a n g in g  s o c i e t y ,  as  t h e
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r o l e  women c h a n g e s ,  t h u s  t o o  w i l l  t h e  r o l e  o-f t h e  s c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e .  The f u t u r e  has  a l o t  t o  o f f e r  t h e  s c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e .  The k e y  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r  

h o u s e w i f e  i s  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  as w e l l  as  

h e r  d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  h o u s e w i f e  can n o t  

s t a g n a t e ,  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  w i l l  be l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  

h o u s e w i f e  f o r  g u i d a n c e ,  and she  must be r e a d y  t o  g r o w .  I f  

she i s  a b l e  t o  a c c e p t  w hat  s o c i e t y  s a y s  she m u s t ,  t h e n  she  

has p r o d u c e d  n o t h i n g  new ,  r a t h e r  she  has m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  

s t a t u s  q u e . I f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  she t a k e s  on s o c i e t y  

w i t h  a new v i s i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  women s c h o l a r  h o u s e w iv e s ,  

th en  she  h as  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The r o l e  o f  t h e  

schol  a r  h o u s e w i f e  w i l l  be  t o  make l i f e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h o s e  who 

w i l l  come a f t e r  h e r ,  f o r  she  can n e v e r  t u r n  back t o  t h e  way 

i t  was i n  t h e  p a s t .

S o c i e t y  h a s  r e f u s e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p i i g h t  o f  t h e  

h o u s e w i f e  and women i n  g e n e r a l  . I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  

one s e e s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  f u r t h e r  l e a r n i n g  in  t h e  a r e a  of  

Women's s t u d i e s .  Many c la s s r o o m s  o f  t o d a y  go u naw are  o f  t h e "  

h i s t o r i c a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  women. Many s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n e v e r  

l e a r n  t h e  m ean ing  o f  such b a s i c  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  as  Woman 

S u f f r a g e  o r  t h e  S e n eca  F a l l s  C o n v e n t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  in  many 

A m e r ic a n  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y  o f  our  

n a t i o n ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  t a u g h t  o f  “g r e a t  m en."  Women 

s t u d i e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  n a t i o n ,  as  

we b e g i n  t o  s e e  how i m p o r t a n t  t h e  woman's r o l e  i s  in  t h e
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m aking  o-f A m e r i c a .  C i v i l i z a t i o n  as  we know i t  t o d a y  c o u l d  

n o t  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  women, y e t  t h e y  r a r e l y  r e c e i v e  p r i n t  in  

our  t e x t b o o k s .  L i k e  many m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s ,  women h a v e  been  

p o r t r a y e d  as  a p p e n d a g e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

The o n l y  way we can u n d e r s t a n d  A m e r ic a  i s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  what  

makes us u n i q u e .  A m e r i c a  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  t h e  s t u d y  o f  “g r e a t

w h i t e  m e n ."  A m e r i c a  i s  a c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  men and women

a l i k e ,  o f  a l l  r a c i a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s .

The A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r  h o u s e w i f e  i s  d e s e r v i n g  o f  o u r  

p r a i s e ,  f o r  s h e  r e p r e s e n t s  many e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h a t  

w hich  i s  A m e r i c a .  I s  t h e  h o u s e w i f e ' s  d e s i r e  t o  seek

r e c o g n i t i o n  o n l y  a dream? E d g a r  A l l a n  P o e ' s ,  A Dream W i t h i n

A D r e a m , s a y s  i t  b e s t  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  

h o u s e w i f e  S c h o l a r .

T a k e  t h i s  k i s s  upon t h e  brow!  
A n d ,  i n  p a r t i n g  f ro m  you now,  
Thus much 1e t  me avow—
You a r e  n o t  w r o n g , who deem 
T h a t  my d a y s  h a v e  been a d r e a m ; 
Y e t  i f  hope has  f l o w n  away 
I n  a n i g h t ,  o r  in  a d a y ,
I n  a v i s i o n ,  o r  in  n o n e ,
I s  i t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  l e s s  gone?  
A l 1 t h a t  we see  o r  seem 
I s  b u t  a dream w i t h i n  a d ream .

I  s t a n d  amid t h e  r e a r  
□ f  a s u r f - t o r m e n t e d  s h o r e ,
And I  h o l d  w i t h i n  my hand 
G r a i n s  o f  t h e  g o ld e n  san d —
How f e w !  y e t  how t h e y  c re e p  
Throu gh  my f i n g e r s  t o  t h e  d e e p ,  
W h i l e  I  w e e p — w h i l e  I  weep!
0 G o d ! can I  n o t  g r a s p  
Them w i t h  a t i g h t e r  c l a s p ?
0 G o d ! can I n o t  s av e
One f ro m  t h e  p i t i l e s s  wave?
I s  a l 1 t h a t  we see  o r  seem
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B ut  a dream  w i t h i n  a dream?  
(M cM ichae l  p a g e s  3 8 3 - 3 8 4 )

no
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