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Virtual reunification of  
dispersed materials  

in the Hussey papers archival collection  

First digital curation work 2017 



 
Motivation 

 
Infrastructure support for digital scholarship 

 

• Data which can be used for data mining process    

• Secure repository for data preservation and open access 

• Secure cyber research space for collaboration 

• IT technical support, legal issue support 

• Digital scholarship librarians/specialists – human support 
for research and education 

 
LIBRARY  Secure Server 

 infrastructure for digital scholarship 
 

HYDRA FEDRA  
Hydra Fedora Community  

Not yet at 
U-M Library 



 
 
Theoretical framework  
                                    Virtual reunification as a strategy to gather  
                                   together dispersed archival materials “to a single 
                                   origin or common provenance.” (Punzalan, 2014) 
  

Example 
 

International 
Dunhuang  

Project  



 
Digital curation  

 
“reconstruct dispersed materials into ‘a small collection’  

within one archived collection”   -- Punzalan (2014) -- 
 

Small collection of  
“Promoting democracy” material  in 

the Hussey papers archive 
DATA as COLLECTION 



Alfred Rodman Hussey papers, (1945-1948)   

    the University of Michigan Library Special Collections  

 

3650 title documents (by index) Collected by Alfred Rodman Hussey (1902-1964) 
during his work with the Government Section, Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers (SCAP), in the period of the Allied occupation of Japan following World War II, 
and later in the Central Intelligence Agency. 
  

“SCAP organization chart” (file 1-D-2-1)        

 

Hussey’s photo from the 
documentary “Nihonkoku kenpō 
tanjō (日本国憲法誕生)”, NHK, 
2007. 

Donated by his will to the 
University of Michigan 



Significance of the Collection 

1. Documents on the formation of the Ministry     
of Labor 

2. Constitution file 

3. Documents and the slides of   
the Constitution Popularization Society 
(Kenpō Fukyukai, 憲法普及会)  



 
Significance of the Collection 

1. Documents on the formation of the Ministry of Labor 
 
The Hussey paper is indexed in the Ohara Institute of  

              Social Research Hosei University 

 

 

 

 

 



Significance of the Collection  

2. Constitution file  
 

Constitution materials are also included in:                                                                           (file 23-B-1-1) 
 
• Milo E. Rowell papers 
         at the Hoover Institution Archives, the Stanford 
         University and the University of Tokyo Library 
 
• Charles Kades collections 
          at the University of Maryland’s Prange Collection 
          Amherst College Archives & Special Collections 
 
• Beate Sirota Gordon Collection at the Mills 
         College Special Collection (in process) 
 
• Justin Williams papers at the University of Maryland’s Prange Collection 
 
• RG-4 Records of General Headquarters,  
         United States Army Forces, Pacific (USAFPAC), 1942-1947 
         at the MacArthur Memorial 
 
• “Framing  the Constitution of Japan: Primary Sources in English, 
           1944-1949” (microfilm) published by the Congressional Information  
           Service in 1989.  26 institutions hold by Worldcat 
 
• National Diet Library of Japan 
         Comprehensive collection  
         憲政資料室 (Kensei shiryoshitsu)  
         Modern Japanese Political History Materials Room 
 
         

 
 



 
Virtual reunification        “the Birth of the Constitution of Japan” 

National Diet Library of Japan 
       Digital Exhibition 

        
 

 
 

Compiled the documents 
“concerning the formation of the 

Constitution of Japan” (revised and 
completed in May 2004)f Japan. 
(revised and completed in May 

2004)”com 



Significance of the Collection  
 

3. Documents and the slides of  
the Constitution Popularization Society 

(Kenpō Fukyukai, 憲法普及会)  

Hussey worked with the President of Kenpō 
Fukyukai, Mr. Histoshi Ashida. 

 

Photo album of the celebration of the new 
Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

One slide set  

(only one box of two, the second part)  

The first part is not found anywhere else 
yet. 

The narration pamphlet was found in the 
document files. 



Preserve and Access on the Digital Collections 
               

Only image, No texts 
on this site 



Reunify “dispersed materials”  
in the large collection 

 
  

  

 

 

  
  “hidden” in the collection 

 

                                  

 

          Create ‘a small collection’ within one archived collection 

                           for research and education – Data as library collection 

 

 

 

 

 



Used OMEKA 
Online Exhibits  

Site 
in 

2017 



New Changes in the policy and the IT infrastructure .. 

  Add texts and translation to the image  

 



 
 

Reunify the image and the texts  
Image display  Collection as Data 

 
 



 
Access for everyone  

Audio files for visual impaired 

 



Under improvement…. Use Online Exhibit platform to tell “stories” 

Other resource related to the new 
Constitution from  

the U-M Library and beyond 

Redesign  



Collaboration 

Summer 
Graduate Fellow  

Digital 
Pedagogy 
Librarian  

Director of 
Connected 
Scholarship  

 
Senior academic 

technologist 
 

Digital asset 
management 

consultant 



Virtual repatriation 

 

“Can this project be considered a ‘virtual repatriation’ 
to the Japanese community, who originally produced 
these materials in their effort to promote the new 
Japanese Constitution?” 
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