Community Dcvelopment in Chennai, India

Marina Stcrngolcl
University of Michigan School of Social Work

Irular Tribe

The Irular tribe live in the northern districts of Tamil
Nadu. Their local language is called Irula and is related to
the Tamil language. Traditionally, the Irular would hunt
and collect forest resources. The Irular are known for
their impressive ability to catch snakes!

Madras Christian Go"egc (MCQO) &
ActionAid

| completed my global field placement at two different
agencies. Two days a week | worked at an NGO called
ActionAid India. ActionAid works with marginalized
communities across India to fight poverty and injustice.
ActionAid (Chennai office) works primarily with women
and tribal communities.

The other 2 days | was placed in Thirukalukundum (TK)
with 3 other MCC social work students to assist the
Irular tribe reach self-sustainability after the 2015
Chennai floods. This program was started by the Social
Work Department at MCC and is called the Field Action
Program. We called ourselves Team TK!

Classroom Connections

SW 683: Evaluation in Social Work

This course taught me different research designs as well as
data collection tools that can be used in evaluating a
program.

SW 648: Issues in Global Social Work Practice

This course provided me with a basic understanding of
what global social work entails and provided some basic
insight into the type of work | might complete in my
placement. It was also a great opportunity to engage with

other students who were also completing global field
placements.
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Career Connections

As | begin my career as a social worker, | want to continue
working with multicultural populations, either in the US or
abroad. | hope to find a job that will allow me to work
closely with communities, accurately assess their needs,
and conduct data informed evaluations.
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