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Plan for Today

• Value of Secondary Data
• About NACDA 
• How to Find Data 
• How to Download Data
• NACDA Colectica Portal – Another Way to Discover Data
• Sharing Data Using NACDA and NACDA-OAR
• Other Resources

We will share these slides on our website announcements page.

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/NACDA/cms/news
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Secondary

Data collected and processed without your direct control but used by you 
to address a specific research interest or project. Secondary data can 
also be data you or people you collaborate with directly design, collected 
but used for research that is independent from its original intent.   

Primary 

Data you or people you collaborate with directly design, collect and 
administer to address a specific topic of interest.

Types of Data



nacda-aging.org

Generalizability-Because the best secondary data takes advantage of sampling 
distributions it allows for results to    be generalized to a broader population than 
many qualitative studies.  It allows for the testing of small study results on a broader 
population. 

Theory Testing-Secondary data allows for the controlled testing of research 
framework and theories in a manner that allows for replication and validation of 
results.  

Variety-The quantity of secondary data has growth tremendously.  Many if not most 
research questions can be explored with some existing data set.

Efficiency-The collection of primary data, both qualitative and quantitative is time 
consuming and expensive. Good secondary data should come in a format that 
facilitates research.

Why Use Secondary Data?
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NACDA is part of  ICPSR.

The NACDA data archive has 

spent the past 40 years 

identifying,  gathering and 

organizing data on aging and 

the aging life course so we can 

share these resources with the 

research community.

NACDA Program on Aging
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The National Archive of Computerized Data on Aging is one such organization…

The internet has greatly facilitated the spread of these resources and allowed them to be 
offered for little and increasingly no cost:

Federal Resources: Federal websites such as Census, NCHS, CMS, and NIH offer access to 
vast storehouses of data.

University Resource: Most universities maintain private collections of research data from 
various sources.  Many faculty and funded research centers offer there research data as a 
public good (i.e. HRS at Michigan, Family Life Studies at Rand).

Data Archives: Organizations that specialize in the preservation, enhancement and 
distribution of research data.  

Secondary data is increasingly available from a dizzying array of suppliers.

Where do I get Data?
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Accessible 
Anytime

Thousands of 
Free 

Datasets

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part of the world’s largest collection of social science research data (ICSPR).NACDA preserves and disseminates all kinds of data – some of our collections even have blood sample data (NSHAP)
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Who Are NACDA’s  Users?

• Students looking for a thesis topic
• Instructors looking for research material to using classroom 

teaching 
• Researchers looking for new opportunities 
• Non-Academic professionals (journalists, etc.)
• Member Institution Affiliates (Data Librarians, Funders, etc.)
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• Biomeasures 
• Cognitive abilities 
• Social behaviors
• Relationships 
• Physical health

Data Available From NACDA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We focus on social science data, but more and more researchers are including clinical data to accompany survey data.  We have mostly quantitative data. 
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• By Variable 
• By Series 
• By Publication 
• By P.I. 
• By Study 
• By Terms Across All
• By Access Level

Search 
for Data

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Users can search our holdings many different ways.  Image reflects a screenshot of the NACDA search landing page. Options are “browse NACDA Data” by newest within the last 90 days, funded by the National Institute on Aging, all series data, all restricted-use data, and all studies in the variables database. 
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Search 
by 

Variable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Users can search variables within studies, across series, or across topics. We also have a comparison tool.For single word terms no quotation marks are needed, but for multi word terms it is best to use quotation marks.  Our variable search is powered by DDI.
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Variable View
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Search 
by 

Series

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A series is a collection of studies that can be used together because they have the same questions across years, or because the studies have the same pool of respondents, etc.



nacda-aging.org

Search Studies

Study results are 
the default search 

view across 
NACDA and 

ICPSR.
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Study Pages

Study pages = where you 
can explore a single study 

and download the materials.
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The Study Page 
begins with the “At 
a Glance” tab. In 
this area, you can 
read the summary 
and other study-
level information.

Study Pages – At a Glance Tab
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Study Pages – Variables Tab
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You can preview and 
download documentation 

before downloading the 
data.

To look at the files that are available, select the “Data & Documentation” tab. Files are listed by dataset.

Study Pages – Data & Documentation
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Downloading Data
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Download 
Data
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• It’s free
• Very little info is 

needed
• We do not spam 

you or sell your 
data

You Need to Register to Download
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Download Data - Steps
• Select the files you want
• Agree to the terms of use 
• Make sure you are logged in to your MyData Account
• Check your downloads folder
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Why Does It Come in a Zipped 
Package?

 Internal Infrastructure
 We need to support both 

single and multi-dataset 
studies

 Metadata reasons
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This is where you 
can discover how 
the data for any 
study is being 
used in the 
research 

community.

Data-Related Publications
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Have You Used NACDA or ICPSR 
Data? Submit Your Citation

Email us at icpsr-nacda@umich.edu or use our ICPSR 
citation submission form that provides the citation directly 
to our bibliography team. Your publication will be linked to the 
data you used and become part of our bibliography database!

mailto:icpsr-nacda@umich.edu
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/citations/submit.html
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How to Know the Data are Restricted
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Accessing Restricted Data

1. Download the agreement
2. Read it
3. Complete required fields and protocols
4. Print
5. Sign it
6. Scan it 
7. Email it to NACDA

We also have a short video on our site about the process.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also have a video on our page that explains this process. 

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/NACDA/restricted-data.html
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• The NACDA-ICPSR Portal facilitates efficient 
comparisons of longitudinal data (on aging)

• The Portal is based on the DDI metadata 
standard and is powered by Colectica software.

• Search across all datasets in the Portal, by 
variable name, label, question text, or 
topic/concept

• Download custom variable subsets and 
documentation

Colectica Portal
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Colectica Portal – Home and Login Page

Your login credentials for the portal are not the 
same as your MyData login credentials (unless 

you make them that way).
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Colectica Portal – Explore



nacda-aging.org

Colectica 
Portal –
Search
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Colectica Portal – Variable Details
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Colectica Portal – Custom Files
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Colectica Portal – Basket
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Share Data Using NACDA
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Self-Published NACDA-OAR  
Deposits - Prepare to provide: 
• Title
• PI
• Description 
• Data Files (request permission for 

replication data)
• Codebook 
• Questionnaire 
• Replication Syntax
• Methodology Info
• User Guide

Curated NACDA Deposits -
Prepare to provide: 
• Title
• PI
• Description 
• Data Files 
• Codebook 
• Questionnaire 
• Merging and Weighting Syntax
• Methodology Info
• User Guide

Sharing Data Using NACDA – 2 Options

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Value of public use data; we couldn’t have secondary access or analysis without a place to store and share everything first. It all starts with sharing data.
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NACDA (Curated) Data Sharing

• The NACDA team reviews the materials to assess quality and priority
• We reach out to depositors about any questions we have to ensure the 

materials are complete 
• Then we send the materials to the Curation Team, where a Data Curator 

uses the data and documentation to build a study description, enhance, 
convert, and quality-check the data, approve the data collection for distribution 
on the ICPSR website, and archive the data for long-term preservation

• The curation process timeframe varies based on our priorities and resources, 
as well as the condition of the materials

• The National Institute on Aging (NIA) funds our project; therefore NIA 
funded research is prioritized. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two options to depositing with NACDA. 
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NACDA-OAR (Self-Published) 
Data Sharing
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Why Self Publish with NACDA-
OAR?

• You control the content
• Version control
• Quick availability and DOI
• Discoverable through ICPSR and NACDA site searches
• Great for code sharing and replication data
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• COVID-19 Data Resources and Research: Measures of 
its Impact in the United States Webinar recording

• Best Practices for Measuring the Social, Behavioral, 
and Economic Impact of Epidemics

COVID-19 Resources

https://youtu.be/QP-90qFvXGE
http://myumi.ch/PlqXj
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NACDA 
Newsletter

Quarterly email 
updates about new 
data resources, 
webinars, and more!
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Contact User Support at
ICPSR-help@umich.edu

OR contact us at NACDA directly by 
emailing icpsr-nacda@umich.edu

User Support

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have a question about data you are interested in, data you have downloaded from our site, or if you find an error, reach out to us!
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Where else can you find data?

• Center for Social Research and Data Archives

• Gateway to Global Aging Data

• The Institute of Gerontology of The University of Tokyo

• Health and Retirement Survey

• Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research 

(ICPSR)

• World Health Organization

http://csrda.iss.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/
https://g2aging.org/
http://www.iog.u-tokyo.ac.jp/?page_id=22&lang=en
http://hrsonline.isr.umich.edu/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
http://www.who.int/gho/database/en/
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Website - nacda-aging.org

Twitter - @NACDA_Aging

Facebook - NACDA Program on Aging - @NACDA.Aging.Program

LinkedIn - linkedin.com/company/nacda-aging

Email - icpsr-nacda@umich.edu

Stay Connected
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Recap

• Consider your research interest and approach
• Using secondary data is cost-effective and convenient

• NACDA = Data on Aging
• Search for data and access all relevant materials
• Downloading is free and easy
• Discover how data are being used 
• Share data with the research community, either curated or self-published
• Stay informed with our newsletter and announcements

• NACDA Colectica Portal
• Also free
• Great for reviewing longitudinal data
• Custom data extracts and codebooks

https://harmonize.icpsr.umich.edu/
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Thank 
You!!

Look for these 
slides on the 

NACDA 
announcements 

page! 
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