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Overview

• MIDUS background: 
• Study design, unique features, content/measures

• Research data access and documentation
• Importance of structured metadata
• Using Data Documentation Initiative (DDI)
• Facilitating documentation and discovery of longitudinal 

research data

• Demonstrate MIDUS Portal
• Metadata standards  find, access, interpret, use



MIDUS Background

• Baseline: 1995
• Harvard University
• Funded by MacArthur Foundation
• National sample: N=7,108
• Ages 25-74



MIDUS Background
- Unique Features

• Multidisciplinary 
• “Bio-psycho-social” approach
• Extensive assessments and data types



MIDUS Background
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• Longitudinal
• Repeated assessments over 25 years

• Multiple samples
• 2 National RDD (Core and Refresher)

• Sibling, Twins (within Core)
• 2 Milwaukee African American (Core and Refresher)
• 1 Japanese
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MIDUS Background
- Unique Features

• Multidisciplinary 
• “Bio-psycho-social” approach
• Extensive assessments and data types

• Longitudinal
• Repeated assessments over 25 years

• Multiple samples
• 2 National RDD (Core and Refresher)

• Sibling, Twins (within Core)
• 2 Milwaukee African American (Core and Refresher)
• 1 Japanese

• Rich and integrated data resource



• 28 primary datasets
• 37,000 variables 
• N ≈ 13,000

• Open Data philosophy
• Archived/distributed by NACDA/ICPSR
• Widespread secondary usage since 1999:

• 136,000 data downloads
• 24,000 users
• 1,500 publications

MIDUS Background
- Rich data resource



• Documentation
• Independently understandable

• Metadata
• Maximize usability

• FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reproducible)

• Data Documentation Initiative: 
• A machine-actionable metadata standard to describe social 

science research data
• DDI used by

• NACDA/ICPSR 
• MIDUS

MIDUS Documentation
- Metadata standards are critical



• MIDUS Portal uses Colectica software
• Variable Search

• Searches metadata fields such as: variable names, labels, question 
text, assigned concepts

• Searches across MIDUS project datasets

• Harmonization
• Clarifies the equivalency and relationship of similar variables across 

waves or samples

• Data extract
• Create custom datasets
• Facilitate accurate merges across numerous datasets

MIDUS Documentation
- Metadata standards are critical
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The MIDUS Colectica Portal

http://midus.colectica.org

http://midus.colectica.org/


MIDUS Portal
- Homepage



MIDUS Portal
- Search
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- Basket



NACDA
- Source for complete data files

• NACDA is the source for complete (and large) MIDUS 
Project datasets

• Different software formats (SPSS, SAS, Stata, R, delimited.)

• All MIDUS datasets can be merged at case level 
• Use key case ID variables within each sample:

• M2ID: MIDUS Core sample
• MRID: MIDUS Refresher sample
• MIDJA_ID: Japanese sample



Recap

• MIDUS study design:
• Longitudinal 
• Multi-disciplinary
• Multiple cohorts and sub-samples

• MIDUS data:
• Richly documented diverse data types
• Available through NACDA or Portal
• MIDUS Portal:

Searchable
 Internally harmonized
Custom datasets and documentation download

• Future: cross-study ‘harmonization’
• NSHAP, AddHealth, NHATS, WLS, CLOSER
• Harmonization of concepts, then measures



midus.wisc.edu

This research is supported by the following grants from the National Institute on Aging: 
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Questions about MIDUS?

http://midus.coletcia.org/
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