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Introduction 

The academic sport of tournament duplicate bridge involves careful planning in multiple directions.  There are professionally managed corporations that run full-time 

businesses based on this sport—a game of skill, not of chance.  In it, players play for ranking, not for money or similar tangible reward.  In that regard, it is a mind-game, 

much like chess.  Logic, tactics, position, all play a critical role in success at the game.  So, too, they play a critical role in helping to administer the complex organizations 

that make the game, and tournaments and ranking structures, possible.  The American Contract Bridge League (ACBL), an organization based in Horn Lake, Mississippi 

(a suburb of Memphis, Tennessee), has over 160,000 members in North America (Canada, United States of America, and Mexico).  The United States Bridge Federation 

(USBF) is a subset of the World Bridge Federation (WBF), composed of single country organizations such as the USBF but not of multi-national organizations such as 

the ACBL.  The WBF boasts over 20 million members worldwide and its internal organization, as a set of countries, is straightforward. 

The organization of the ACBL is more complex.  For many years, it was composed of 25 Districts.  Each of these Districts was further divided into a set of units which fit 

together to partition each District in a nested hierarchy.  Each District elected its own Board, as did each Unit.  In addition, the District elected a single individual to serve 

as a member of the Multi-national Board of Directors of the entire ACBL.  This ACBL Board set the policy for the entire organization at the North American levels.  

Individual Districts had their own government for local self-governance.  Some of those 25 Districts functioned in a ‘central’ manner in which the District controlled 

funding for the entire region while others functioned in a ‘distributed’ manner in which the Units within the District controlled local funding. 
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For a number of years it has been my privilege to be involved not only in the sport of playing bridge but also in the 

administration of bridge.  The latter planning efforts centered initially on ACBL District 12 Unit known as the 

Michigan Bridge Association (MBA).  The maps below show the extent of District 12 and its associated population 

concentrations.  The MBA included all of Detroit/Ann Arbor (but not most Detroit suburbs) and Toledo as well as 

surrounding territory.  There were five Units within District 12, focused on various population hubs:  the MBA as 

above, the Southern Michigan Bridge Association (SoMBA) focused on many Detroit suburbs, Eastern Michigan 

focused on the thumb area, Western Michigan focused on Grand Rapids, and Northern Michigan focused on the 

Upper Peninsula (but not all of the counties, some of which were shared with Chicago).  District 12 had a management 

style that centered on a ‘distributed’ network:  the individual Units planned their own events and budgets.  The District 

served in a broad overseeing capacity, only.   

The expertise I hoped to bring in service to the world of bridge centered on my professional career as a mathematician with a Ph.D. in pure mathematics.  I have 

specialties in algebraic graph theory (understand network analysis), in number theory (expertise with number patterns), and logic (building logical structures--involving 

schedules, masterpoints, and so forth).  I have tried to employ that expertise in various administrative contexts.  In addition, in my role as an academic, I had become 

involved in computer science and hoped to share that capability, as well.  Listed below is a broad overview of projects that reflect this interaction in support of a general 

goal of bridge planning. 
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An extensive collection of maps, 

including interactive clickable 

maps, for the entire ACBL, is 

available in IMaGe Monograph 27.   

  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/id/29eb8deb-70cb-4d46-ab01-b724ce68b443/IMaGeMonograph27.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/imap1popd12/index.html
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Bridge Planning:  As an Administrator 

A Half a Century:  Highlights 

The listing below shows my experience, over a half a century, in bridge administration.  I am fortunate to have had experience at the full range of available levels, from 

local to international.  The summary in this section, arranged in chronological order by date (year) of first activity, is followed, in the next section, by a more detailed 

outline of one specific set of activities. 

• 1974.  Board of Directors, Michigan Bridge Association (MBA), American Contract Bridge League (ACBL), 1974-76; 1987-89; 1994-2011. Tournament Chairman 1976, 

1987, 1994, 2002, 2008. President 1975, 1988, 1995, 2003, 2009. Chairman of the Board 1976, 1989, 1996, 2004, 2010. Only 5-time President. Conduct and Ethics 

Committee, 1993-2004. An elected position within a local unit of 1200 members of a national organization of 160,000 members. Duties included administering the affairs 

internal to the MBA in such a way that they meshed with the broader concerns, at the national level, of the ACBL. This included running and administering tournaments, 

coordinating activities with local clubs, and dealing with disciplinary matters involving members of the MBA. It also involved meeting with presidents of other units and 

with the power structure of the ACBL at the national level. (National bridge tournaments typically run for ten days drawing, in good years, around 20,000 tables of players 

from all over the world; ACBL national bridge tournaments are the second largest generators of hotel room rentals, second only to national meetings of the American 

Medical Association).  Experience with budgeting from these positions.   

• 1981.  Served on the negotiating teams which brought national bridge tournaments to the Renaissance Center, in downtown Detroit, in 1981 and 2008. 
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• 1991.  Member of six-person local arrangements committee for the 1991 World Junior Bridge Olympiad--our bid to obtain this for Ann Arbor was successful (other 

committee members: Gary Hann, Beverly Riordan, Sandy Arlinghaus, Don Rumelhart, and Jim O'Neil). We hosted these young people (25 years of age and under) from 

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Chinese Taipei, Central America, Israel, Norway, Denmark, and the United States at the competition during the summer of 

1991. This is a biennial event, sponsored by the World Bridge Federation (over 12 million members). This year was the first time the event had ever been held in the United 

States.  

• 1991.  Chief Scorer, World Junior Bridge Championships.  

• 1991.  Co-Chair of Hospitality for World Junior Bridge Championships.   

• 2002.  Certified Director, American Contract Bridge League. Bridge directors serve as "umpires" to see that the somewhat complicated laws of duplicate bridge are adhered 

to. Currently I am not active in this capacity, but I am currently licensed (as a result of passing (at a high level) a nationally administered test on the laws of contract bridge) 

to do so. I have directed duplicate bridge on two cruises in early 2002 and 2003. Tournament, duplicate bridge is a game of skill (as defined by a court of law); 

professionals and amateurs compete alike in tournaments. The play is for ranking, much as it is in the game of chess.  

• 2003-2005.  First Alternate District Director, District 12, American Contract Bridge League.  

• 2005.  Elected, for the first time, as ACBL District Director of District 12, Including almost all of Michigan and Northwestern Ohio, including Toledo.  

• 2005.  ACBL National Board Committees: Vice-Chair: Governance Committee; Member:  Bridge Committee; Member: Juniors Committee; Member: Election Regulation 

Committee; Member: Redistricting Committee; Member: ABA Coordination Committee.  Also, non-member contributor to Competitions and Conventions. 
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• 2006.  ACBL National Board Committees: Vice-Chair: Board Operations Committee; Member: Appeals and Charges Committee; Member: Bridge Committee; Member: 

Juniors Committee; Member: Masterpoint Committee; Member: NAP/GNT Credentials Committee; Member: Tournament Regulations (Bridge) Committee; Member: 

Honorary Member Committee.  Also, Non-member contributor to Competitions and Conventions.  

• 2007.  ACBL National Board Committees: Chair: Federations Committee--newly-established committee charged with forging strong liaisons among the ACBL, the U.S. 

Bridge Federation, the Canadian Bridge Federation, and the World Bridge Federation. Chair: Conditions of Contest Committee; Member: Bridge Committee; Member: 

Masterpoint Committee; Member: Minutes Committee; Member: Tournament Committee.  Also, Non-member contributor to Competitions and Conventions.  

• 2008.  ACBL National Board Committees: Chair: Tournament Committee; Chair: International/Federations Committee; Vice-Chair: Bridge Committee; Member: 

Conditions of Contest Committee; Member: Minutes Committee.  Also, ACBL Board Representative to the ACBL Educational Foundation; Tournament Committee Chair 

representative to Competitions and Conventions Committee  

• 2008.  ACBL, North American Bridge Championships, Detroit, 2008. Co-chair of tournament held in the Detroit Marriott at Renaissance Center (RenCen) over the course 

of 10 days serving somewhat under 10,000 tables.  

• 2009.  President, ACBL Educational Foundation  

• 2009.  ACBL National Board Committees: Chair: International / Federations Committee; Chair: Conditions of Contest Committee; Vice-Chair: Internet Bridge Committee; 

Member: Board Operations Committee; Member: Bridge Committee; Member: Technology Committee; Member: Tournament Committee.  Also, ACBL Board 

Representative to Competitions and Conventions Committee    
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• 2010.  ACBL National Board Committees: Chair: Bridge, includes Tournaments (Chair), Conditions of Contest, Special Events; Vice-Chair: Technology; Member: Internet 

Bridge; Member: Special Games at Clubs. 

• 2011.  ACBL National Board Committees: Chair, Bridge, includes Tournaments and Conditions of Contest; Vice-Chair: Ranking; Member: By-Laws;  Member: Internet 

Bridge; Member: Masterpoints; Member: Strength of Field;  Member: Technology;  Chair, ACBLscore Steering Committee charged with overseeing the re-development of 

ACBLscore (not a Board committee).  

• 2011.  United States Bridge Federation, Co-chair of Seniors and Women’s team trials to the World Bridge Federation competition, June 2011. Held at RenCen in Detroit. 

• 2014.  United States Bridge Federation, service to committees, 2014-2015, including to the International Team Trials Technical Committee. 
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Spotlight on selected successes of District 12 members: 

• Ed White, Senior Swiss in Atlanta:  Mentioned in New York Times article;  Flint Journal article.   

• Bert Newman goes over 20,000 points! 

• Leonard W. (‘Bill’) Melander, became a Grand Life Master, and simultaneously the oldest person, at age 81, to win a national championship.  His partner was Mark Auld 

for the session that put him over.   The previous record was held by Waldemar von Zedtwitz (at age 74).  

 
 

• At the other end of the age spectrum, it was my pleasure to have been the teammate of Jakob Kristinsson, for the session that put him over as the player to 

make Life Master status most quickly (July 17, 1996, coincidentally my birthday—what a wonderful gift to have helped someone).  The team was:  Hjordis 
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Eythorsdottir (Jacob’s partner), Zeke and Sharon Jabbour, Gary Hann, and me. 

 

Technical Note 

This monograph contains far more material than the pages visible in its superficial layer.  There are many links to spreadsheets and other documents.  These materials are 

housed either in Deep Blue or on another, separate, server.  The documents in Deep Blue are static; once documents enter this archive they cannot be altered.  On the 

other hand, documents on the remote server separate from Deep Blue, are dynamic.  Links in the monograph remain fixed, but links to dynamic documents lead to 

materials that are capable of being updated.  However, dynamic documents may not persist over the course of time; the static archived documents do persist. 

The presentation of these materials will often present a screen shot, visible in this layer of material—in the monograph.  When the screen shot does not display the entire 

document, a link will be given.  As of March 2024, all links functioned properly.  As times, browsers, and software change, links may fall out of use.  Thus, there are 

zipped files of documents containing all linked files (as possible in relation to copyright issues), with file names corresponding to link names, in The University of 

Michigan, Deep Blue archive for Monograph 28 of the Institute of Mathematical Geography.  Spreadsheets are within BRID-REC.zip.  Data and documents are within 

BRIDPROP.zip.  Miscellaneous documents related to bridge administration may be found in the zipped file, BridgeAdmin.zip, in Deep Blue. 

 

  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/58219
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/192149
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ACBL Board of Directors:  Member, 2005-2013. 

The material below tracks activities during tenure on the ACBL Board of Directors, as the representative from District 12.  The materials are arranged in this layer of the 

document in tabular form, with the center column tracking the most significant direct activities in service to that Board.  The center column is flanked with two related 

columns illustrating context in which the activities of the center column were taking place within a broader, but still bridge-related, world.  This surface layer of text 

captures only a small portion of those activities.  To really see what was going on, the reader must follow links, particularly to the linked spreadsheets.  Note that most of 

the spreadsheets have multiple layers, with tabs to them; most spreadsheets contain a vast amount of data, much more than appears simply in the layer that pops up in the 

link.  Be sure to look at all the layers to get a complete picture of what is available.  
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2005   

 

Related Local or 

Regional Activities 
Summary of Activities Related National or 

Global Activities 

 

 
Audio welcome link 
 
Phillip Alder, 
nationally syndicated 
column, New York 
Times, "The sneaky 
play was for sure 
sneaky,"  September 
7, 2005.  Derived from: 
Hand in Daily Bulletin 
from Atlanta NABC, 
August 27, page 6. 

 
Ann Arbor News, 
December 25, 2004, 
Byline:  Katie Walton, 
page A3, "Bridge 
Building is his 
Passion."  Link is to 
M-Live; go to Ann 
Arbor News; search 
on "bridge."  Extra link 
to article with photo. 

Committee Assignments for 2005 made by ACBL President Roger Smith. 

 
ACBL National Board Committees: 

• Vice-Chair:  Governance Committee 

• Member:  Bridge Committee 

• Member:  Juniors Committee 

• Member:  Election Regulation Committee 

• Member:  Redistricting Committee 

• Member:  ABA Coordination Committee 

Other: 

• Non-member contributor to Competitions and Conventions. 

Excel spreadsheets, and more, related to Committee work: 

• What has come to be known as "Bill's Formula" Appendix C below:  initial assignment of first 

and second round seating for the Vanderbilt and Spingold. 

• Conditions of Contest work. 

 
Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half 
by ACBL and half 
personally): 

Minutes:  Pittsburgh, Atlanta, 
Denver 

Orientation at ACBL 
Headquarters, Memphis 

http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/welcome.WAV
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/NYTimesAlder2005.pdf
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/NYTimesAlder2005.pdf
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/db6%5B1%5DAugust272005.pdf
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/db6%5B1%5DAugust272005.pdf
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/db6%5B1%5DAugust272005.pdf
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/aanewsdecember252004.jpg
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0501-exhibits/2005_1_Pittsburgh_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0502-exhibits/2005_2_Atlanta_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0503-exhibits/2005_3_Denver_board_minutes.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/memphis.html
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Table Talk:  December, 
2004 
 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing 
work to promote 
cordial relations. 

• Masterpoints:  KOPTST | club-awards (proposed in 2005, temporarily accepted in 2011)  

• Competition and Conventions:  Knockoutbrackets | KnockoutPrinciples | KO-vd,sp-oct 05 | 

Appendix C | NewAppComplex | NewAppC | 

• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

 

2006 

 
 
Maps and 
Decisions:  Part II--
Ambiguity; Part III--
Redistricting;  Part IV--
Club Data 

Sandra L. Arlinghaus 
and William C. 
Arlinghaus, 
Solstice:  An Electronic 
Journal of Geography 
and Mathematics, 
Volume XVII, Number 1. 
 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 
to promote cordial 
relations. 

Committee Assignments for 2006 made by ACBL President Harriette Buckman. 

 

ACBL National Board Committees 

• Vice-Chair:  Board Operations Committee 

• Member:  Appeals and Charges Committee 

• Member:  Bridge Committee 

• Member:  Juniors Committee 

• Member:  Masterpoint Committee 

• Member:  NAP/GNT Credentials Committee 

• Member:  Tournament Regulations (Bridge) Committee 

• Member:  Honorary Member Committee 

Other 

• Non-member contributor to Competitions and Conventions. 

• Contributed to formula for masterpoints for knockout events. 

• Conditions of Contest work. 

 

Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half 
by ACBL and half 
personally): 

Minutes:  Dallas, Chicago, Honolulu 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/tabletalknationalsed.gif
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/IMaGeMonograph28/tabletalknationalsed.gif
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KOPTST.XLS
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/club-awards.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Knockoutbrackets.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KnockoutPrinciples.doc
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KO-vd,sp-oct05.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Appendix%20C.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/NewAppComplex.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/NewAppC.xls
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum06/MapsAndDecisions/II/mapsanddecisionsII.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum06/MapsAndDecisions/II/mapsanddecisionsII.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum06/MapsAndDecisions/III/mapsanddecisionsIII.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum06/MapsAndDecisions/III/mapsanddecisionsIII.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum06/MapsAndDecisions/IV/mapsanddecisionsIV.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum06/MapsAndDecisions/IV/mapsanddecisionsIV.html
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/solstice/solsticearchive.html
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0601-exhibits/2006_1_Dallas_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0602-exhibits/2006_2_Chicago_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0603-exhibits/2006_3_Hawaii_board_minutes.pdf
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• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

 

2007 

 
 
Developed linear 
formula for knockout 
awards.   
 

MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 
to promote cordial 
relations. 

Committee Assignments for 2007 made by ACBL President Sharon Fairchild. 

 

ACBL National Board Committees: 

• Chair: Federations Committee--newly-established committee charged with forging strong liaisons 

among the ACBL, the U.S. Bridge Federation, the Canadian Bridge Federation, and the World 

Bridge Federation. 

• Chair:  Conditions of Contest Committee 

• Member:  Bridge Committee 

• Member:  Masterpoint Committee 

• Member:  Minutes Committee 

• Member:  Tournament Committee 

Other: 

• Non-member contributor to Competitions and Conventions. 

Excel spreadsheets related to Committee work: 

• Masterpoints:  KOMartinomay07 | KO-mart+arl (creation of linear analysis) | 

BILLRICHCOMPARISON | KOSombaMay07 | COMPACTS | CompCons | overalls-natl events | 

• Non-member contributor to Competitions and Conventions. 

• Developed linear formula for knockout awards.   

 
 
Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half by 
ACBL and half personally): 

Minutes:  St. Louis, Nashville, San 
Francisco 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KOMartinomay07.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KO-mart+arl.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/BILLRICHCOMPARISON.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KOSombaMay07.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/COMPACTS.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/CompCons.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/overalls-natl%20events.xls
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0701-exhibits/2007_1_StLouis_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0702-exhibits/2007_2_Nashville_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0703-exhibits/2007_3_San_Francisco_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0703-exhibits/2007_3_San_Francisco_board_minutes.pdf
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• Masterpoints:  KOMartinomay07 | KO-mart+arl (creation of linear analysis) | 

BILLRICHCOMPARISON | KOSombaMay07 | COMPACTS | CompCons | overalls-natl events | 

• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

 
   

2008 

Detroit North American 
Bridge 
Championship:  the 
Google Earth Display, S. 
Arlinghaus.  Solstice:  An 
Electronic Journal of 
Geography and 
Mathematics, Volume 
XIX, Number 1. 
 
Unit 174, American 
Contract Bridge League 
Bridge Clubs:  Greater 
Houston, Bert 
Onstott.  Solstice:  An 
Electronic Journal of 
Geography and 
Mathematics, Volume 
XIX, Number 1. 
 
Western Michigan 
Unit:  helped members 
participate at the NABC. 
 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 

Committee Assignments for 2008 made by ACBL President Dan Morse.  

  
ACBL National Board Committees: 

• Chair:  Tournament Committee 

• Chair:  International/Federations Committee 

• Vice-Chair:  Bridge Committee 

• Member:  Conditions of Contest Committee 

• Member:  Minutes Committee 

Other: 

• ACBL Board Representative to the ACBL Educational Foundation 

• Tournament Committee Chair representative to Competitions and Conventions Committee 

• Links to final Detroit NABC report:  IMaGe Monograph 26.   

• ACBL Board Representative to the ACBL Educational Foundation 

• Tournament Committee Chair representative to Competitions and Conventions Committee 

• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

Attendance at NABCs (for the full 
time, funded half by ACBL and half 
personally): 

Minutes:  Detroit, Las Vegas, 
Boston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KOMartinomay07.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KO-mart+arl.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/BILLRICHCOMPARISON.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KOSombaMay07.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/COMPACTS.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/CompCons.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/overalls-natl%20events.xls
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum08/NABC/cover.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum08/NABC/cover.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum08/NABC/cover.html
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~copyrght/image/solstice/sum08/NABC/cover.html
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/solstice/solsticearchive.html
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/solstice/solsticearchive.html
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/solstice/solsticearchive.html
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/solstice/solsticearchive.html
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/177370/IMaGeMonograph26.pdf?sequence=22&isAllowed=y
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/0801-exhibits/2008_1_Detroit_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0802-exhibits/2008_2_Las_Vegas_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/0803-exhibits/2008_3_Boston_board_minutes.pdf
http://www.detroit2008nabc.org/
http://www.detroit2008nabc.org/
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to promote cordial 
relations. 

 

2009 

 
 
 
Work with Joan Gerard 
and Sandy Arlinghaus to 
put in a bid to bring WBF 
to Ann Arbor--in 
response to their quick 
need to find a site.  They 
went to Croatia, instead. 
 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 
to promote cordial 
relations. 

Committee Assignments for 2009 made by ACBL President Jerry Fleming.   

a 

ACBL National Board Committees: 

• Chair:  International / Federations Committee 

• Chair:  Conditions of Contest Committee 

• Vice-Chair:  Internet Bridge Committee 

• Member:  Board Operations Committee 

• Member:  Bridge Committee 

• Member:  Technology Committee 

• Member:  Tournament Committee 

Other: 

• President, ACBL Educational Foundation 

• ACBL Board Representative to Competitions and Conventions Committee 

 

Excel spreadsheets related to Committee work: 

• Tournament Regulation:  SPRING NABC |  

• Masterpoints:  CLUB GAMES | 2009 Club Masterpoint Proposal | 2009 Club Proposal 5 |  

• President, ACBL Educational Foundation 

 
 
Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half 
by ACBL and half 
personally): 

Minutes:   Houston, Washington D. 
C., San Diego 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/SPRING%20NABC.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/CLUB%20GAMES.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2009ClubMasterpointProposal.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2009ClubProposal5.xls
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/0901-exhibits/2009_1_Houston_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/0902-exhibits/2009_2_Washington_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/0902-exhibits/2009_2_Washington_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/0903-exhibits/2009_3_San_Diego_board_minutes.pdf
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• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

   

2010 

 
 
Trip to Chicago to 
USBF Women's and 
Seniors' Trials to study 
the event one year 
out:  June, 2010. 
 
Trip to Horn Lake for 
new ACBL 
Headquarters 
dedication ceremony: 

• Link to TV coverage 
• Photo animations (mostly 

in the Bridge 
Museum):  01, 02, 

• The move from Memphis 
to Horn Lake:  movie 

• Welcome 
speeches:  movie 

• Ribbon cutting:  movie 

 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 
to promote cordial 
relations. 

Committee Assignments for 2010 made by ACBL President Rich DeMartino. 

 

ACBL National Board Committees: 

• Chair:  Bridge, includes Tournaments (Chair), Conditions of Contest, Special Events 

• Vice-Chair:  Technology 

• Member:  Internet Bridge 

• Member:  Special Games at Clubs 

Other: 

• ACBL Board Representative to Competitions and Conventions Committee 

• Created rules (as opposed to formula) for handicaps--specifically, the rules presently in existence for 

how the formula is implemented; created both implementation options. 

• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

 

Excel spreadsheets related to Committee work: 

• Ranking:  2010 ranks up to LM | 2010 star masters | Fibonacci Table |  

 
 
Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half by 
ACBL and half personally): 

Minutes:  Reno, New Orleans, 
Orlando 

Trip to Chicago to USBF Women's 
and Seniors' Trials to study the 
event one year out:  June, 
2010.  Funded personally. 

Trip to Horn Lake for new ACBL 
Headquarters dedication 
ceremony.  Funded personally. 

 

 

http://www.wmctv.com/global/category.asp?c=151146&clipId=&topVideoCatNo=15040&topVideoCatNoB=105461&topVideoCatNoC=117912&topVideoCatNoD=169582&topVideoCatNoE=106890&autoStart=true&topVideoCatNo=default&clipId=4903831&flvUri=&partnerclipid=
http://www.mylovedone.com/BillArlinghaus/acbl/AniMuseumHoriz.gif
http://www.mylovedone.com/BillArlinghaus/acbl/AniMuseumVert.gif
http://www.mylovedone.com/BillArlinghaus/acbl/IMG_1877.MOV
http://www.mylovedone.com/BillArlinghaus/acbl/IMG_1759.MOV
http://www.mylovedone.com/BillArlinghaus/acbl/IMG_1770.MOV
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2010%20ranks%20up%20to%20LM.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2010%20star%20masters.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Fibonacci%20Table.xls
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1001-exhibits/2010_1_Reno_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1002-exhibits/2010_2_NewOrleans_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1003-exhibits/2010_3_Orlando_board_minutes.pdf
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2011 

 
 
 

 

LINK to local site for 
Detroit USBF event, 
June, 2011 
 
"Power of Two" 
projects with Sandy 
Arlinghaus:  Pacemake
r recycling; Cognitive 
disorders connection; 
precollegiate 
curriculum 
connection.  Correspon
dence sent by Sandy to 
the entire ACBL Board 
of Directors during 
2011:  Part 1, Part 2, 
Part 3. 
 
ACBL connection to 
pacemaker recycling, 
grant proposal 
submitted to Gates 
Foundation, Nov. 2011. 
 
Google Earth file 

Committee Assignments for 2011 made by ACBL President Craig Robinson. 

 
ACBL National Board Committees: 

• Chair, Bridge, includes Tournaments and Conditions of Contest 

• Vice-Chair:  Ranking 

• Member:  By-Laws 

• Member:  Internet Bridge 

• Member:  Masterpoints 

• Member:  Strength of Field 

• Member:  Technology 

Other: 

• Chair, ACBLscore Steering Committee charged with overseeing the re-development of ACBLscore 

(not a Board committee) 

• ACBL Board Representative to Competitions and Conventions Committee 

• Created decay formula for small numbers of entries in national events. 

• Media (with/by Sandy Arlinghaus and others as noted):   

o Technology Matters, ACBL Bulletin, March 2011. 

o Western Conference, District 17, Newsletter, September 2011 

o Letter to the Editor, ACBL Bulletin, November 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half by 
ACBL and half personally):   

• Minutes: Louisville, Toronto, 
Seattle 

• Motions:  Seattle 

USBF Women's and 
Senior's Trials, Detroit, 
June 6-11, 2011 

 

 

http://www.billarlinghaus.com/USBFDetroit/
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/The%20Power%20of%20Two%20Part%201.pdf
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/The%20Power%20of%20Two%20Part%202.pdf
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/The%20Power%20of%20Two%20Part%203.pdf
http://www.mylovedone.com/image/solstice/SolsticeDec2011.html
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/TechnologyMatters.pdf
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/District%2017.pdf
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/ACBLbulletinNov2011.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1101-exhibits/2011_1_Louisville_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1102-exhibits/2011_2_Toronto_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1103-exhibits/2011_3_Seattle_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/about/SeattleMotions.pdf
http://usbf.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=8&Itemid=48
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capturing 2011 
Odyssey of Craig 
Robinson created by 
Sandy. 
 
Western Michigan 
Unit:  Calvin College 
issue. 
 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 
to promote cordial 
relations.  

 

Excel spreadsheets related to Committee work: 

• Ranking (for reference, passed something else):  2011 ranks (.xlsx) | 2011 ranks (.xls) | 2011 ranks 

silver-platinum | Average Points (1) | 

• Tournament regulation:  mult-section awards | 

• Competitions and Conventions:  Vandyseedpts |  

• Masterpoints:  KO-ln2-2011 | Mfactor | R=4.5 July 11 | Mstpts club-tm 2011 | clubs history | Basic 

Masterpoint Formulas | Email on role of 1.5 | 

• Strength of Field:  REGIONAL PAIRS and TEAMS-Large Game (R. DeMartino) | sof-analysis | 

• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

 

2012 

 
ACBL connection to 
pacemaker recycling 
project, 
MyHeart/YourHeart of 
the Cardiovascular 
Center of The 
University of Michigan. 
 
Ongoing work with 
Joan Gerard to obtain 
World Youth Bridge 
Congress in District 12 
in the summer of 2013. 

 
Toledo 
Unit:  represented 

Committee Assignments for 2012 made by ACBL President Sharon Anderson. 

ACBL National Board Committees 

• Masterpoints:  Subeck (chair), Arlinghaus, Janicki, DeMartino, Monzingo, Vilhauer, Robinson.  Note 

ongoing Committee with changes to be made on 5 year cycle.  Topic for consideration:  1.  masterpoint 

inflation, 2. masterpoints as incentive, 3.  input from those affected--players, tournament chairs, and 

tournament directors.  Note Option of the chair to involve experts outside the board.  Staff:  Weinstein. 

• Ranking:  (Review stratification).  Arlinghaus (chair), DeMartino, Janicki, 

Morse.  Staff:  Nachtwey/Weinstein 

• Strength of Field (sunset following Memphis meeting).  Subeck (C), Arlinghaus, Heller, Jones, 

Vilhauer.  Staff:  Patrias/Weinstein 

 
Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half by 
ACBL and half personally):   

Minutes: Memphis, Philadelphia, 
San Francisco  

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2011ranks.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2011ranks.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2011%20ranks%20silver-platinum.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/2011%20ranks%20silver-platinum.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Average%20Points%20%281%29.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/mult-section%20awards.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Vandyseedpts.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/KO-ln2-2011.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Mfactor.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/R=4.5%20July%2011.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Mstpts%20club-trn%202011.xls
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/clubs%20history.xlsx
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/basic%20masterpoint%20formulas%202011.xls
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/basic%20masterpoint%20formulas%202011.xls
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/RoleOfOneAndAHalf.htm
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/REGIONAL%20PAIRS%20and%20TEAMS%20-%20Large%20Game%20Bonus.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/sof-analysis.xlsx
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1201-exhibits/2012_1_Memphis_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1202-exhibits/2012_2_Philadelphia_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1203-exhibits/2012_3_SanFrancisco_board_minutes.pdf
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district to preserve 
protected slots for their 
Regional dates. 
 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 
to promote cordial 
relations. 

• Tournament Regulation:  DeMartino (chair), Heller, Morse, Arlinghaus.  Staff:  Horwedel. Brief board on 

process regarding regionals at Sea.  NABC National Events Schedule Review.  Draft policy changes to 

support recommended schedule.  Consider creation of new bridge events. 

Other 

• The ACBL continues work on ACBL score + and I am part of the committee reviewing progress.   

• Represented District 12 in retention of Toledo Regional's entitlement to a traditional date.  Other District 

12 Regionals also have traditional dates. 

• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

 

2013 

 

ACBL Board appointed 
regional representatives 
to the National Goodwill 
Committee.  Sandy 
Arlinghaus was 
appointed to represent 
the "East" which 
includes all of District 12 
and more. 
 
Eastern Michigan 
Unit:  sample By-Laws. 
 
MBA and 
SOMBA:  ongoing work 
to promote cordial 

Committee Assignments for 2013 made by ACBL President Donald Mamula. 

 ACBL National Board Committees 

• Bridge:  DeMartino (C), Robinson (Tourn), Monzingo (CoC), Hennings (GRoots/Spec), Arlinghaus, 

Blakely, Heller, Janicki, Jones, Levy, Morse, Pinsky, Subeck, Vilhauer. 

• Masterpoint Policy:  Heller (C), Arlinghaus (VC--Technical), Calkins, DeMartino, Janicki, Jones, 

Monzingo, Weniger. 

• NABC Strategic Analysis:  Monzingo (C), Arlinghaus, Heller, Robinson, Subeck. 

• Strategic Review & Evaluation:  DeMartino (C), Robinson (VC), Arlinghaus, DeMartino, Fairchild, 

Heller, Levy. 

 
 
Attendance at NABCs (for 
the full time, funded half by 
ACBL and half personally):   

Minutes: St. Louis, Atlanta, Phoenix 

 

 

 

http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1301-exhibits/2013_1_StLouis_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1302-exhibits/2013_2_Atlanta_board_minutes.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/1303-exhibits/2013_3_Phoenix_board_minutes.pdf
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relations. 

 
Other 

• Participation in "The Longest Day"--Sandy and I ran an exhibit at the Michigan Bridge Association 

tournament in which we collected funds and also information involving location of folks with Alzheimer's 

(not necessarily still alive).  The locational information was then mapped in Google Earth as a way to say 

"We Remember YOU!"  It serves as a "Memory Map" from the vantage point of the Michigan Bridge 

Association.  Attached screenshot of the file; attached Google Earth file, in .kmz format (open directly 

in Google Earth). Shown to Board. 

• The ACBL continues work on ACBL score + and I am part of the committee reviewing progress.   

• Member special Hall of Fame advisory committee. 

• Ensuring that the correct number of players received overall awards in national events. 

Excel Spreadsheets Related to Committee Work: 

• Revising M-factor to more accurately award masterpoints in stratified events:  Mfactor proposal.xlsx   

• Revising the manner in which master points are awarded in the X strata:  Mfactor proposal.xlsx 

• Comparing the depth of awards in pair and team events:  pairVteam.xlsx 

• Assigning masterpoint awards to new restricted national events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/MemoryMapMBA.jpg
https://public.websites.umich.edu/~copyrght/wca/MemoryMapMBA.kmz
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Mfactor%20proposal.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/Mfactor%20proposal.xlsx
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRIDPROP/pairVteam.xlsx
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Motions 

Submitted by:  William Arlinghaus 

 

Item 053 

 

Moved that: 

 

The Vanderbilt, Spingold, Women’s KO, and Senior KO Teams shall be held using only 2-way matches of 64 boards or, as necessary, 4-way matches (2 2-way matches 

of 32 boards followed by a 2-way match between the two losers to eliminate 1 team) and that the field shall be reduced in at most one day to a number of teams which 

is a power of 2. 

Management shall produce bracket sheets which make this possible, with byes limited to what may be necessary to produce the above results in a fair manner. 

 

Effective Date:  December 1, 2005  

 

Comments:   The conditions for these events have been changed recently, and there has been little objection to two-ways and four-ways, except when the first day 

reduction was not to a number of teams which is a power of two (the ideal for knockouts). 

 

I have tried to codify the needs of these events in the following set of principles. 

 

Principles of Knockout Scheduling for ACBL National Events 
 

1.  When possible, seeding should be natural. 

      That is, the sum of the seed numbers of teams playing should be constant. 

      This is the normal situation when the number of teams is a power of two. 

      For example, in the round of 16, 1 plays 16, 2 plays 15, …, 8 plays 9. 

 

2.   Whenever possible, matches will be as close to knockouts as possible. 
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      For this reason, recent practice has been to have a combination of 2-way matches and 4-way matches with three survivors.  That is, two head-to-head matches 

moved two teams forward in half a day.  The losers played head-to-head to qualify one more, again in half a day. 

 

3.  There shall be no deep cuts. 

      So far, this has meant that at least half the field should be retained.  

 

4.  The cut shall always be to a power of 2 teams after the first round. 

      This is a clear change from recent practice.  The difficulties from cutting to 1.5 times a power of two after one round include teams benefiting from 4-ways two days 

in a row. 

 

5.  Within the limits above, the number of byes should be minimized. 

      Again, this is a change.  Until now, no more than one bye has been allowed.    

 

I have been able to demonstrate that these five principles can all be adhered to.  I will send the spreadsheets which illustrate this prior to the Denver meeting. 

 

Submitted by:  William Arlinghaus 

Item 051  

 

Moved that: 

 

The calculation of the S factor in masterpoint award rules and regulations be modified as follows: 

 

     Let n = # sessions 

     Let x = log 2 n 

     Then                   S = 1.5 x  

 

Effective date:  July 1, 2005 

Estimated cost/savings:  negligible 

Committee:  Bridge 
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Comments: 

 

Here is a comparison of values of this factor: 

Number of Sessions         1994 value of S      present value of S     proposed value of S 

              1                                1.0                           1.0                              1.0 

              2                                1.5                           1.5                              1.5 

              3                                2.0                           2.0                         about 1.90 

              4                                2.25                         2.5                              2.25 

              5                                2.6                           3.0                         about 2.56 

              6                                3.0                           3.5                         about  2.85 

 

The 1994 value operated on the principle that if an event is doubled in length, the award for that event should be multiplied by 1.5.  Hence the S factor for 4 sessions 

was 1.5 times the S factor for 2 sessions, and the S factor for 6 sessions was 1.5 times the S factor  for 3 sessions.   Presumably because complex mathematical 

calculations were avoided, the value 2 for 3 sessions and the value for 5 sessions were somewhat arbitrarily chosen. 

It is now easy to make those calculations accurately. 

 

The present value (which appears to have been changed in 1997) operates on the principle that each added session should add equally to the overall award.  This seems 

to be contrary to common sense, and it contributes a little to inflation of masterpoint awards. 

 

Submitted by:  William Arlinghaus 

 

Item 053 -   

 

Moved that: 

 

Should the number of byes in any of the Vanderbilt, Spingold, Women’s KO, or Senior KO be six or greater (in the case of Spingold and Women’s KO the sum of byes 

in the two events), a separate bracketed on day KO event consisting of four rounds of 16-board matches will be held for the teams which receive byes.  Knockout 

awards will be based on current regulations. 
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Comment:  Teams that receive byes are required to pay for the day in which they currently don’t play.  If there are enough teams to play, we should provide them an 

opportunity to play. 

 

This motion is clearly only relevant if we modify the regulations in such a way that there are sometimes a larger number of byes. 

 

Submitted by:  William Arlinghaus 

 

Item 053 -  

 

Moved that: 

 

a) The closing time for entries to the Vanderbilt, Spingold, Women’s KO, and Senior KO be made one half day earlier; that is, at the beginning of the afternoon session the 

day before the actual event starts. 

b) If the number of teams entered is 17, 33, 34, 65, 66, 67, 129,130, 131, 132,  an announcement will be made in all major events running the afternoon entries close that the 

number of teams entered is an inconvenient one for running a KO, and that management will pay the entry of one to four teams (one for 17, two for 33,34, etc.) in 

another event on the first day of the relevant KO if any teams care to withdraw.  If insufficient teams offer to withdraw, no withdrawals will be accepted; if too many 

teams offer to withdraw, the offers will be accepted from the lowest seeds (i.e., highest number seeds) first. 

 

Effective Date:  December 1, 2005 

 

 

Comments:  These numbers lead to extremely inconvenient conditions of contest, even under the revised conditions offered in the previous motion 

 

Submitted by:  Bill Arlinghaus                               Date:  Jume 16, 2010 

 

Title:  Masterpoint Structure Committee 



IMaGe Monograph #28: 

William C. Arlinghaus 

Bridge Planning 

 

31 

 

 

Moved that 

 

The ACBL President shall appoint a committee to discuss the entire structure by which ACBL. Masterpoints are awarded. 

 

Effective:  July 20, 2010 

 

Comments: 

 

The structure behind the awarding of ACBL masterpoints has served the ACBL very well..  However, that structure has been appended to and changed little by little 

over the years.  With the advent of a new ACBLscore, the opportunity is here to re-consider everything:  ranking, seeding, awards based on quality of field (begun for 

KOs in the last masterpoint revision), the relationship between club awards and tournament awards. 

 

Given that a new masterpoint committee will likely begin work sometime in 2011, and that an entire re-structuring would have to precede its work, the time to study 

this is now. 

 

I have sent my thoughts on this issue to the Bridge Committee, and I will forward that communication to the entire Board of Directors. 

 

Submitted by:  William Arlinghaus                     Date:  October 22, 2009 

 

Moved that: 

 

Chapter XIII E.3 B (as presently enacted by motions 881-71 and 951-48 be amended as follows: 

 

For purposes of handicapping, no team whose average masterpoint holding is greater than 5000 per member will receive any handicap.  For purposes of giving 

handicaps, two options are possible: 

 

1) (DEFAULT)  A team with greater than 5000 point per member average will continue to give handicaps to teams with less that 5000 average on the basis of their actual 

average. 
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2) (SPONSOR OPTION) For all handicap purposes, once a team achieves an average of at least 5000 points per member, its average is 5000. 

 

Effective:  Immediately 

Cost: 0 

Committee:  Conditions of Contest 

 

Comment:  This motion was essentially agreed to at the Washington meeting, but as part of the general motion on Conditions of Contest and subject to asking the 

Competitions and Conventions Committee which of 1) and 2) they preferred. 

 

Management was not sure in Washington where to find this; hence the reference to the appropriate chapter of the codification. 

 

When consulted, the Competitions and Conventions committee chose option 1).  But they were not adamant in preferring 1) to 2).  Moreover, option 2) is already in use 

(it is being used in my district).  The advantage of option 1) is that it gives a bigger handicap to the teams with fewer masterpoints.  The disadvantage is that it lacks 

continuity.  For instance, a team with average masterpoint holding of 10000 would give no handicap to a team with 5000 average, but 5.9 to a team with 4900 average, 

while the team with 5000 average would give the team with 4900 average a handicap of .006 (assuming 24 board matches). 

 

In practice, the purpose was to keep the teams with many accumulated masterpoints but without significant extra skill level over younger teams a level playing field.  In 

my district’s most recent regional, there were 3 knockouts.  In the first two, all teams in the top bracket (and only those teams) averaged over 5000.  In the third, one 

team averaged more like 2200 and received a handicap of 8.18 from each other team, which seemed to fit their skill level (they reached the semifinals). 
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MBA Trophies 

Overview 

Another selected set of administrative activities centers on my function in relation to serving as Trophy Master for the Michigan Bridge Association (1997-2005, full-

time, with continued part-time input until 2019).  I hope it illustrates the importance of record-keeping, at the local level.  The photo below shows, circa 2003, three of the 

four major trophies awarded by the Michigan Bridge Association.  During my tenure as Trophy Master there were only four trophies; subsequent to that, others were 

donated.  With the merger in September of 2023 of two units within District 12, the Michigan Bridge Association and the Southern Michigan Bridge Association, any 

Unit-level trophies acquired ‘retired’ status, at least according to the conditions of their original award.  Indeed, it is wonderful to know that these two units have merged. 

 

The volunteer Trophy Master position involved housing the trophies in a safe manner, as well as getting them engraved and professionally cleaned on an annual basis.  In 

between award periods, Sandy and I cleaned them ourselves and housed them in a manner so that bridge players in our home in Ann Arbor could enjoy them.  The 

material below shows the records of trophy winners according to my records.  I took over as trophy master from Joan Remey Moore after her death.  Marty Hirschman 

took over from me, after a brief interlude of Clay Cuthbertson, to whom I delivered the physical trophies pictured here.  What is behind a single engraved name on a 

trophy is a gigantic social network.  We must not lose track of the important history and connections even though their tangible artistic superficial representations might 

become lost. 
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Records’ Summary:  To 2005 

• Dr. Edward Stein Memorial Trophy.  Awarded annually to the MBA player winning the most master points in MBA tournaments.  The MBA's oldest trophy. 

 

A partial oral history of the Stein trophy is linked on the adjacent .wav box.  The interviewer is Sandy Arlinghaus.  Bill Arlinghaus, pictured above, is 

being interviewed.   

1961 Russell Roosen 1971 Gary Hann 1981 Jeffrey Starr 1991 Bob Webber 2001 Bob Webber 

1962 Dorsey Brooks 1972 Russell Roosen 1982 Steve Landen 1992 Marty Hirschman 2002 William Arlinghaus 

1963 Grant Marsee 1973 Floyd Sayed 1983 Joan Remey 1993 Joan Remey Moore 2003 Marty Hirschman 

1964 Russell Roosen 1974 Floyd Sayed 1984 Joan Remey 1994 Joan Remey Moore 2004 Norm Bolton 

1965 Chuck Burger 1975 Dick Yanko 1985 Joan Remey 1995 Bob Webber 2005 William Arlinghaus 

1966 Joan Remey 1976 Frank Bell 1986 Joan Remey 1996 Bob Webber 
  

1967 Chuck Burger 1977 David Doran 1987 Leon Lowe 1997 Marty Hirschman 
  

1968 Fred Hamilton 1978 Steve Landen 1988 Stephen Landen 1998 Marilyn & Myles Maddox 
  

1969 Russell Roosen 1979 Russell Roosen 1989 Dick Yanko 1999 William C. Arlinghaus 
  

1970 Dick Yanko 1980 Steve Landen 1990 Marty Hirschman 2000 Lynne Schaeffer 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/id/278c7fa4-b164-4057-9d9a-2dafa098b7a2/DS330020.wav
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• William S. Mouser Trophy.  Awarded originally for the Life Master's Pairs at the Motor City Regional; subsequently for the most masterpoints earned by a District 12 

player at the Motor City Regional.  In 1994, due to changes in scheduling, the Motor City Regional was not held and hence there was no award of this trophy. 

 

 

1964 Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Remey 1974 Floyd Sayed 1984 Beverly Riordan 1994 No award. 2004 Michael Alioto; 

Robert Brent 

Robert Cappelli 

1965 Dorsey Brooks 

J. White 

1975 Richard Yanko 1985 Joan Remey 1995 Eugene Owens 2005 Robert Cappelli 

1966 Charles Burger 

Dorsey Brooks 

1976 Hans Akturk 1986 Bob Bitterman 1996 Joan Remey Moore 
  

1967 Fred Hamilton 1977 Vincent Remey 1987 Carol Alleman 1997 Martin Hirschman 
  

1968 Sylvia Stein 1978 Frank Bell 1988 Stephen Landen 1998 Patrick Clark 
  

1969 Jeffrey Starr 1979 John Bucheister 1989 Stephen Landen 1999 Brad Holtsberry 
  

1970 Dorsey Brooks 1980 Stephen Landen 1990 Martin Hirschman 2000 Robert Cappelli 
  

1971 Bob Sherburn 1981 Floyd Sayed 1991 Stephen Landen 2001 Bob Webber 
  

1972 Helen Shanbrom 1982 Gary Hann 1992 Stephen Landen 2002 William C. Arlinghaus 

Bob Webber 

  

1973 Fred Hamilton 1983 Joan Remey 1993 Joan Remey Moore 2003 Stephen Landen 
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• Grant Marsee Trophy:  Michigan's Leading Masterpoint Winner.  (Grant Marsee, 1929-1967). 

1967 Grant Marsee 1977 Cliff Bishop 1987 Zeke Jabbour 1997 Geoff Hampson 

1968 Fred Hamilton 1978 Zeke Jabbour 1988 Zeke Jabbour 1998 Geoff Hampson 

1969 Charles Burger 1979 Zeke Jabbour 1989 Zeke Jabbour 1999 Martin Hirschman 

1970 Fred Hamilton 1980 Zeke Jabbour 1990 Zeke Jabbour 2000 Bert Newman 

1971 Fred Hamilton 1981 Zeke Jabbour 1991 Tom Gardner 2001 Bert Newman 

1972 Fred Hamilton 1982 Zeke Jabbour 1992 Joan Remey Moore 2002 Bert Newman 

1973 Fred Hamilton 1983 Zeke Jabbour 1993 Joan Remey Moore 2003 Stephen Landen 

1974 Fred Hamilton 1984 Zeke Jabbour 1994 Geoff Hampson 2004 Rick Kaye 

1975 Fred Hamilton 1985 Joan Remey 1995 Geoff Hampson 2005 Rick Kaye 

1976 Cliff Bishop 1986 Zeke Jabbour 1996 Geoff Hampson 
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• Art Price Memorial Trophy, for the Ann Arbor player winning the most master points at the Ann Arbor sectional.  The physical trophy was destroyed in 1987.  There was 

no Ann Arbor sectional from 2000-2004 (and hence no winner).  Records from 1974-1985 are "best guesses." 

 
  

1974 Steve Landen 1984 Bob Bitterman ? 1994 Bill Arlinghaus 2004 No award 

1975 Gary Hann 1985 Zeke Jabbour ? 

Leon Lowe ? 

1995 Gary Hann 2005 G. Blekherman 

H. Peters 

1976 Sheri Larson ? 

Dave Whitehouse? 

1986 Marvin Hymowech 1996 Bill Arlinghaus 
  

1977 Zeke Jabbour 1987 Gary Hann 1997 Bill Arlinghaus 
  

1978 Dick Huggard 1988 Mike Graham 1999 Bill Arlinghaus 
  

1979 Frank Bell? 1989 Bill Arlinghaus 1999 Don Rumelhart 
 

  

1980 Frank Bell? 1990 Jim O'Neil 2000 No award 
  

1981 Hann, Bell, Lowe, or Akturk 1991 Bill Arlinghaus 2001 No award 
  

1982 Leon Lowe 1992 Don Rumelhart 2002 No award 
  

1983 Hans Akturk ? 1993 Gary Hann 2003 No award 
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Records:  Participant Points Earned in Selected Years 

More trophy records, retaining original formatting, are shown below.  These records are from my own archive; they were used as the official MBA records during 

associated years.   Others may have additional information.  Note that spreadsheets may have multiple tabs, so that what appears on the top is not the only set of data. 
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1998-2002 
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2004 
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2006 

Link to full spreadsheet (Stein06.xls). 

   

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/Stein06.xls?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
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2007 
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2008 
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2009 
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2015 
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2019 
Link to full spreadsheet (Stein2019(2).xls) 

 
The notes show the process for determining point allocation.  An extra set of rules, including newer trophies, is linked here (TROPHYMANUAL.docx, Hirschman). 

  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/Stein2019%20%282%29.xls?sequence=6&isAllowed=y
http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/SteinTrophy/TROPHYMANUAL.docx
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Records:  Filling Gaps 

Overall spreadsheet for multiple years includes years missing from the previous section as well as detail for some years included only in summarized form. 

Link to full spreadsheet (STEIN.XLS); note tabs for numerous years. 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/STEIN.XLS
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Bridge Planning:  As a Player 

Overview: In Excess of A Half a Century 

I began playing duplicate bridge in October, 1962 when the University of Detroit Bridge Club took its members to a game in Grosse Pointe Michigan, where I won my first 0.07 

masterpoints.  I have been playing ever since, in clubs and tournaments all over the country, becoming a Life master, in 1971, and becoming a Platinum Life Master in November, 

2011.   

 

Records, Comprehensive Datasets 

This section illustrates, with ample example, the record keeping in which one can engage in planning at various geographical scales, global to local, involving various 

topics.  These include all the players I have won masterpoints with, when I first won them, and many I have won with each.   
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Chronological List of Bridge Partners 

Link:  CHRON.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/CHRON.XLS
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Masterpoints, Emphasizes Partners’ Role 

Link:  Bridwk.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/Bridwk.xls
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Masterpoints, Emphasizes Role of WCA 

Link BRID-WCA.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID-WCA.XLS
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Tournaments 

Link:  TOURN.xlsx 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/TOURN.xlsx
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Awards 

Link.  AWARDS.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/AWARDS.XLS
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Ranked Awards 

Link.  BRIDGE.xlsx 

  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRIDGE.xlsx
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Yearly Summary 

Link:  YEARLY.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/YEARLY.XLS
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Blue Ribbon Qualifications 

Link  BLUERIB.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BLUERIB.XLS
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Clubs Played In 

Link CLUBS.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/CLUBS.XLS
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Records, Annual Datasets 
Yearly Masterpoints, Emphasizes Partners 

 

Link.  BRID2022.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2022.xls
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Link BRID2021.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2021.xls
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Link BRID2020.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2020.xls
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Link BRID2019.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2019.xls
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Link BRID2018.xlsx 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2018.xlsx
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Link BRID2017.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2017.xls
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Link BRID2016.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2016.xls
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Link BRID2015.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2015.xls
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Link BRID2014.xlsx 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2014.xlsx
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Link BRID2013.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2013.xls
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Link BRID2012.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2012.xls
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Link BRID2011.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2011.xls
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Link BRID2010.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2010.xls
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Link BRID2009.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2009.xls
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Link BRID2008.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2008.xls
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Link BRID2007.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2007.xls
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Link BRID2006.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2006.xls
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Link BRID2005.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2005.xls
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Link BRID2004.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2004.xls
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Link BRID2003.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2003.xls
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Link BRID2002.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2002.xls
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Link BRID2001.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID2001.XLS
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Link Brid2000.xls 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/Brid2000.xls
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Link BRID1199.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID1199.XLS
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Link BRID1198.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID1198.XLS
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Link BRID1197.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID1197.XLS
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Link BRID1196.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID1196.XLS
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Link BRID1195.XLS 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/BRID1195.XLS
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Yearly Sessions 

2023.  Link  SESS2023.xlsx 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS2023.xlsx
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2022.  Link SESS2022.xlsx 

 

  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS2022.xlsx
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2021.  Link sess2021.xlsx 

 
  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/sess2021.xlsx
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2020.  Link SESS2020.xlsx 

 
  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS2020.xlsx
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2019.  Link SESS2019.xlsx 

 
 

  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS2019.xlsx
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2018.  Link SESS2018.xlsx 

 
  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS2018.xlsx
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2017.  Link SESS2017.xls 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2017.xls?sequence=17&isAllowed=y
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2016.  Link SESS2016.xls 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2016.xls?sequence=18&isAllowed=y
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2015.  Link SESS2015.xls 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2015.xls?sequence=19&isAllowed=y
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2014.  Link SESS2014.xls 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2014.xls?sequence=20&isAllowed=y
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2013.  Link SESS2013.xls 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2013.xls?sequence=21&isAllowed=y
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2012.  Link SESS2012.xlsx 

 
  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS2012.xlsx
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2011.  Link SESS2011.xls 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2011.xls?sequence=23&isAllowed=y
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2010.  Link SESS2010.XLS 

 
 

  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2010.XLS?sequence=24&isAllowed=y
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2009.  Link SESS2009.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2009.XLS?sequence=25&isAllowed=y
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2008.  Link SESS2008.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2008.XLS?sequence=26&isAllowed=y
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2007.  Link SESS2007.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2007.XLS?sequence=27&isAllowed=y
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2006.  Link SESS2006.XLS 

 
 

  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2006.XLS?sequence=28&isAllowed=y
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2005.  Link SESS2005.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2005.XLS?sequence=29&isAllowed=y
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2004.  Link SESS2004.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2004.XLS?sequence=30&isAllowed=y
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2003.  Link SESS2003.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2003.XLS?sequence=31&isAllowed=y
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2002.  Link SESS2002.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2002.XLS?sequence=32&isAllowed=y
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2001.  Link SESS2001.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2001.XLS?sequence=33&isAllowed=y
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2000.  Link SESS2000.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS2000.XLS?sequence=34&isAllowed=y
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1999.  Link SESS99.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS99.XLS?sequence=35&isAllowed=y
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1998.  Link SESS98.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS98.XLS?sequence=36&isAllowed=y


IMaGe Monograph #28: 

William C. Arlinghaus 

Bridge Planning 

 

115 

 

1997.  Link SESS97.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS97.XLS?sequence=37&isAllowed=y
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1996.  Link  SESS96.XLS 

 
  

https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/192149/SESS96.XLS?sequence=38&isAllowed=y
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1995.  Link SESS95.XLS 

 
  

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS95.XLS
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1991.  Link SESS91.XLS 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mylovedone.com/Bill/xlfiles/BRID-REC/SESS91.XLS
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Appendix 

Certificate Sample 
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Plaque Sample 
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Mini-McKenney Sample 
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Note:  Here, MBA stands for Mississippi Bridge Association! 
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Similar awards many other years, a sample of record for Unit 137, MBA (Michigan Bridge Association) 2014, appears below. 

  


