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STATUS, PARTY AND THE AMERICAN NEGRO 

i 

A major o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e  fo rmula t ion  of a  u n i f i e d  and co- 

h e r e n t  theory  of s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  few a t t empt s  have 

been made t o  t e s t  hypotheses  de r ived  from a l t e r n a t i v e  t h e o r i e s  i n  

a  way t h a t  w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e - a c c e p t a n c e  o f . t h o s e  t h a t  c l o s e l y  approx- 

imate  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and t o  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of o t h e r s .  One s t r a t e g y  

' foz conduct ing such tests i s  t o  select a sub-group of a  g iven  pop- 

u l a t i o n  and s e e  which theo ry  b e s t  e x p l a i n s  t h i s  g r o u p ' s  s o c i a l  

p o s i t i o n .  Four major t h e o r e t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s - c a n  be u t i l i z e d  t o  

e x p l a i n  t h e  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  Negro i n  America. T e s t i n g  hypo- 

t h e s e s  de r ived  from t h e s e  w i th  r e c e n t  survey  d a t a  p rov ides  a  c l e a r  

b a s i s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  p r e f e r e n t i a l  o rde r ing .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  

w e  may tes t  s p e c i f i c  hypotheses  about  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  behavior  of 

American Negroes which a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e s e  same t h e o r i e s .  

a. The economic d e t e r m i n i s t  model. This  o r i e n t a t i o n  s e e s  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a s  a  consequent of an economic s u b s t r u c t u r e . .  

Thus, i n  t h e  Marxian view, r a c e  should be  r e l e v a n t  only  i n s o f a r  a s  

it i d e n t i f i e s  a  group w i t h i n  a  s o c i a l  c l a s s .  That  i s ,  c e r t a i n  

r a c i a l  g roups ,  by v i r t u e  of t h e i r  market  p o s i t i o n s ,  a s s i g n  a  

s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  members .' Tha t  Negri tude e x e r t s  an 

i n f l u e n c e  on s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  independent  of market p o s i t i o n  has  

been demonstra.ted by S iege l , .who ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  market  p o s i t i o n ,  
.. . . . 

has  shown t h a t  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of competence, Negroes a r e  econom- - 
i c a l l y  disadvantaged r e l a t i v e  t o  wh i t e s .  * I n  t h e  Marxian view, 

fur thermore ,  r ace  would be an i r r e l e v a n t  i s s u e  i n  p a r t i s a n  cho ice ,  

economic i n t e r e s t  being dominant he re .  E a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  have 



shown, however, t h a t  w i th  r ega rd  t o  Negro p a r t i s a n s h i p  i n  America, 

r a c e ,  r a t h e r  than occupa t ion  and income, i s  of primary import .  
3 

b. C l a s s  and s t a t u s .  The demonstra ted independence of 

r a c e  from pure ly  economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s u g g e s t s  ths t ,  a t  a  min- 

imum, two dimensions of s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  must be  i d e n t i f i e d :  c l a s s ,  

i n  terms of o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n s  of market  p o s i t i o n ,  and s t a t u s ,  

i n  terms of s o c i a l  e s t i m a t i o n s  of honor ,  which may vary  indepen- 

d e n t l y  from oh j e c t i v e  c l a s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  There i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  

e m p i r i c a l  reason t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  such a  fo rmula t ion .  Laumann and 

Guttman, f o r  example, have d e m o n s t r a t e d ' t h a t  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  

i n  America a r e  i n f l u e n c e d  more by s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n . p r e s t i g e  - t h e .  

e q u i v a l e n t  of s o c i a l  honor - than  by s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  ma.rket pos i -  

t i o n . 5  The hypo thes i s  t o  be judged h e r e  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  s o c i a l  

p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Negro i s  determined by h i s  r a c e  a s  w e l l  a s  by 

economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  Negro w i l l ,  a t  a l l  economic l e v e l s ,  

p e r c e i v e  himself  t o  be of lower s t a t u s - t h a n  w i l l  wh i t e s .  That  i s ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  be s t a t u s  c o s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  economic c o s t s  o f , N e g r i t u d e ,  

and t h e s e  w i l l  permeate t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

c. The "Black Bourgeois ie"  Model. This  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  

d e r i v e d  from t h e  work of F r a z i e r ,  a rgues  t h a t  w h i t e - c o l l a r  workers 

w i t h i n  t h e  Negro community c la im middle -c lass  s t a t u s  f o r  themselves ,  

and d i s s o c i a t e  themselves  from t h e  working-class  ~ e g r o .  The hypo- 

t h e s i s  of c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t j a t i o n  w i t h i n .  t h e  Negro community i s  i n  

d i r e c t  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  c l a s s  and s t a t q s  hypotheses ,  which sugges t s  

t h a t  Negroes, r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n ,  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  them- 
. . .  ' .  . .  . 

s e l v e s  t o  be of lower s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  .Ou,r  i n i t i a l  p r e f e r e n c e  w a s .  



-.% 

f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  model, f o r  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  power- s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  
. . 

. .  . . .. . 
Negro communities has  sugges ted  h igh  community p a r t i c i p a t i o n  !$&?$the. . . .  . 

6.-. .,.:..-. 

p a r t  of persons  i n  middle -c lass  occupa t ions ;  c o n t r a r y  t o  ~ r a z i e r ' s  

7 fo rmula t ion .  - 

d. . T h e . a s s i m i l a t i o n  approach. While t h e  t h r e e  models c i t e d  

above p o s j t  s t a t i c  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  bo th  w j t h i n  t h e . N e g r o  community - 

a n d  i n  Negro-white r e l a t i o n s ,  t h i s  p o i n t  of view a rgues  f o r  change 

over  t i m e .  Regard less  of whether t h e  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  of  t h e  Negro 

i s  determined by p u r e l y  economic c r i t e r i a ,  by r a c i a l  judgement, o r  

by d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  Negro community a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e  

a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t  view h o l d s  t h a t  through t i m e ,  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

of t h e  Negro community and p a t t e r n s  of Negro p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  w i l l  come more and more t o  resemble t hose  

of t h e  dominant wh i t e  community. Dahl p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  

a s s i m i l a t i o n  may be a  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  t o  s t r u c t u r a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  

i .e . ,  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  may s e r v e  a s  a  "mobil i ty channel  whereby members 

of  low-s ta tus  groups can e n t e r  t h e  middle  s t r a t a  of  s o c i e t y .  9  

The degree  t o  which t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s ,  however, i s  an empiri-  

c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  and it may be t h a t  f o r  t h e  Negro t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between p o l i t i c a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  and m o b i l i t y  .w i th in  t h e  . s o c i a l .  

, s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  n o t  be a s  s t r o n g .  

O u r d a t a  w e r e  drawn from t h e  1964  e l e c t i o n  s t u d y  of t h e  

. . Survey Research Cen te r ,  Un ive r s i t y  of Michigan . . 'The  sample con- 

s i s t e d  o f .  1558 respondents ,  1439 of whom w e r e  r eLin te rv iewd a f t e r  

t h e  e l e c t i o n .  

An e s s e n t i a l  m e t r i c  i n  t h i s  unde r t ak ing  was an index of s o c i a l  



s t a t u s  based upon o b j e c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  would be minimally 
. . 

r e spons ive  t o  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  any s i , n g l e , c r $ t e r i o n ,  The index used 

w a s  based upon occupa t ion  of head o f . h o u s e h o l d ,  fami ly  income, and 

e d u c a t i o n ,  e a c h - r a t e d  on a  s c a l e  from 1 t o  3- according t o  t h e  scheme 

p r e s e n t e d  i n  Table  1. While t h i s  index  i s  n o t  s e n s i t i v e  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  

SES Index Values 

e l f  -employed Farm l a b o r  
businessman 

$3,999 o r  l e s s  

i n  c o n t e n t  of educa t ion  o r  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s . d u e . t o  ,self-employment 

v s .  employment i n  a bureaucracy,  it seems t o , b e  t h e  b e s t  o b j e c t i v e  

i ndex  fn view o,f t h e  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e .  For each respondent ,  t h e  sum 

of s c o r e s  on . the  t h r e e '  v a r i a b l e s  w a s  computed. The index  ranged 

from ,3 t o  9 ,  and.was t r i cho tomized ,  w i t h  a  s c o r e  of  3 . a n d  4 being 

i n d i c a t i v e  of low s t a t u s ,  s c o r e s  of  5 t o  7 i n d i c a t i n g  middle 

s t a t u s ,  and s c o r e s  of 8 and. 9 i n d i c a t i n g  high s t a t u s .  lo The d i s t r i -  

. b u t i o n s  .'of - . t h i s  index  f o r  Negro and wh i t e  respondents  a r e  presen-  

t e d  i n .  Table  2. These d a t a  p rov ide  a f u r t h e r  b a s i s  f o r  one r e j ec -  

t i o n -  of t h e . s t r i c t  economic d e t e r m i n i s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : . o f  t h e  



s o c i a l  s t a t u s  of t h e  American Negro. While t h e  Negroes i n  our  sample 

1 

TABLE 2 Socio-economic S t a t u s ,  by Race. 

SES Negro White 
High 11 20 
Middle 47 6 4 
Low 42 1 6  

Tota l  - 100% 100% 
- 159 1399 

w e r e  found d i sp ropor t iona te ly  t o  be of low s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  over h a l f  

of our  Negroes f e l l  i n  t h e  middle and high ca tegor ies .  

The choice between t h e  c l a s s  and s t a t u s  and t h e  Black Bour- 

' g e o i s i e  models m u s t  r e s t  upon s u b j e c t i v e  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  consider- 

a t i o n s  a s  wel l .  Our respondents were asked what s o c i a l  c l a s s . t h e y  

thought they belonged t o .  The r e s u l t s ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  ob jec t ive  

s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  a r e  presented i n  Table 3 .  Clear ly ,  t h e s e  a r e  s t a t u s  

c o s t s  t o  being Negro, even when o b j e c t i v e  soc io~economic~  charac ter -  

TABLE 3  Perceived S o c i a l  C lass ,  by Race and Object ive Socio- 
Economic S t a t u s .  

Class NEGRO WHITE 
Percept ion High SES Middle SES Low SES High SES Middle SES Low SES 

Middle 59 1 2  4 77 38 20  
Working 35 82 96 1 7  58 78 
Other 0  0 0  2 0  0  
D,K:;N.A, 6  6 4 4 2 - - - - - - 0 .  

Tota l  
- 

100% 100% 10 0% 100% 100% 100% 
- 17 75 67 283 889 227 

* 

i s t i c s  a r e  he ld  constant .  A t  each SES l e v e l ,  Negroes a r e  more- 



l i k e l y ,  t o  see t h e m s e l v e s a s  belonging t o  t h e  working c l a s s .  than  

a r e  whi tes .  The d i f f e r e n c e  i s  g r e a t e s t  . in  t h e  middle .  SES l e v e l ,  

Even t h e s e  d a t a ,  however, show t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  .Negroes who 

pe rce ive  themselves  t o  be middle -c lass .  The c l a s s  and s t a t u s  

model would l e a d  u s  t o  expec t  t h a t  among persons  who see themselves 

a s  middle -c lass ,  Negroes w i l l  be  less l i k e l y  t o  have a s t ronG 

s e n s e  of c l a s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  than  wh i t e s .  That  i s ,  they  w i l l  be 

less s e c u r e  i n  t h e i r  c la imed s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  Our d a t a  sugges t  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  case .  While t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  

among i n d i v i d u a l s  p e r c e i v i n g  themselves t o  be middle -c lass ,  

Negroes a r e  somewhat more l i k e l y  t han  wh i t e s  t o  have s t r o n g l y  f e l t  
, . 

c l a s s  bonds. . . These d a t a  are p re sen ted  i n  Table  .. 4 .  The s t a t u s  

S t rength  of I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
High 
Low 
D.K.N.A. 

- i-ry. . 

NEGRO 

- , - . ,7, . .  , V.,".V" -,*- -- 
TABLE 4 S t r e n g t h  of C l a s s  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Among Respondents 

I d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  ~ i d d l e - c l a s s ,  by Race. 

WHITE, , , 

I .. 2 '  . .: . . '  
. . .  

c o s t s  .o f  , 'being Negro, fhen ,  a r e  n o t  u n i v e r s a l l y  f e l t  i n  t h e  Negro 

community . 
. . 

_ I  

. . . To ;.. 
a'rgue, however, t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of s t r o n g  middle-class  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  Negro community is  i n d i c a t i v e  bf a  

"Black ~ o u r g e o i s i e "  e lement  i n  t h e  popu la t ion ,  one would have t o  

f u r t h e r  argue t h a t  t h i s  group d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  i t s e l f  from t h e  



wider  Negro community s o c i a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and economica l ly . -  

Candidate cho ice  i n , t h e  1964 p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  no 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  Negro community, s ave  t h a t  between 

people  who vo ted  f o r  t h e  Democratic candida$es and t h o s e  who d id  

n o t  vo t e .  Th i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  appeared $t each ;SES leve l . ,  being 

s t r o n g e s t  i n  t h e  lower s t r a t a  and dec reas ing  i n  i nve r s+ , r e l a t i on -  

s h i p  w i t h  SES l e v e l .  These d a t a  appear  i n  - Table  5. They con t r a sg  

s h a r p l y  w i t h  comparable d a t a  f o r  t h e  wh i t e  community, where, t h e r e  

TABLE 5  Candidate  Choice i n  1964, by SES -and Race 

NEGRO . WHITE 

SES : High Medium Low High Medium Low 

Vote 
Johnson 88 73 49 43 55 45 
Goldwater 0  0 0  4 4  25 20 
Refused t o  s ay  6  0 1 0  1 1 
Did n o t  v o t e  6  27 50 1 2  19 - 33 

- - - - - - 
T o t a l  

- 
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 1 0 0 %  

- 16 66 66 262 819 2 1 0  

w a s  a  marked i n c r e a s e  i n  suppor t  f o r  Goldwater a s  a. d i r e c t ;  func- 

b 

A 

t i o n  of  SES. 

Perhaps a more t e l l i n g  i n d i c a t o r  o f  p o l i t i c a l - d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  

among American Negroes i s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which they  see r a c i a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  as a major problem f a c i n g  t h e  government. The "Black 

~ o u r g e o i s i e "  o r i e n t a t i o n  would l e a d  us  t o  hypothes ize  t h a t  t h e  

s e g d n t  of t he .Negro  popu la t ion  which.saw i t s e l f  as middle-class  

and t r i e d  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  i t s e l f  from t h e  l a r g e r  Negro community 

would deny t h a t  i n t e g r a t i o n  was a  problem. That  i s ,  it would n o t  



i d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  problems of t h e  Negro community, 

Table  6 p r e s e n t s  d a t a  on t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  Negroes i n  

o u r  sample saw r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  a s  t h e  major problem f a c i n g  

government. While t h o s e  w i th  s t r o n g  c l a s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  .less 

t 

TABLE '6 Pe r  Cent of Negroes I d e n t i f y i n g  R a c i a l  In tegra t ion  a s  
t h e  Major Problem Facing Government, b y  Sub jec t ive  
S o c i a l  C la s s  and .S t rength  o f ,  C la s s  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

. . .. Middle C la s s  Working Class  

Strong I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  38% 37% 
Weak I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  50% 55% 

d 

l i k e l y  t han  t h o s e  wi th  weak c l a s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  t o  view r a c i a l  . . 

i n t e g r a t i o n  as. t h e  major problem f a c i n g  government, t h i s  r e l a t i o n -  

. s h i p  ho lds  among bo th  middle -c lass  and working-class  Negroes. I t  

t h u s  cannot  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a  "Black Bourgeois ie"  

t h a t  s e e k s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i . a t e  i t s e l f  from t h e  Negro community a t  

l a r g e .  Ra ther ,  i t  might be argued t h a t  a  s t r o n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

w i t h  any s o c i a l  c l a s s  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  of a  f e l t  s e n s e  of involvement 

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  A concomitant  of  such involvement seems 

t o  be a lower l e v e l  of concern wi th  t h e  problem of r a c i a l  i n t e g r a -  

t i o n .  

W e  must now f a c e  t h e  problem of t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

a s s i m i l a t i o n  of t h e  American Ney r o .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e r e  i s  evidence 

t h a t  even i n  t h e  South,  Negro p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  has  i nc reased .  11 

According t o  t h e  r e sea rch  of Dahl and Myers, w e  would expec t  t h a t  

such p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  would l ead  t o  s o c i a l  mob i l i t y .  Two empir- 



i c a l  p o i n t s  need t o  be brought  o u t  h e r e .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  evidence 

t h a t  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i s  ' s t i l l  on t h e  i n c r e a s e  among Negroes. Orum 

r e p o r t s  v o t i n g  f i g u r e s , f o r  Negroes of  32 p e r  c e n t  i n  1952, and 

between 53 and 57  p e r  c e n t  i n  1960. I n  ou r  1964 sample,  63 p e r  

c e n t  of t h e  Negro respondents  r e p o r t e d  having voted.  I t  i s  d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  s e p a r a t e  o u t  t h e  f a c t o r s  of l e g i s l a t i v e  changes , r ega rd ing  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  apd p o l l  t a x e s ;  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i t y ,  and t endenc ie s  

toward s o c i a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n , ~ b u t  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  f a c t  i s  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  

Negro t u r n o u t  i s  d e f i n g t e l y  on t h e  i n c r e a s e .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l i n k  t h i s  t r e n d  i n  

v o t e r  t u r n o u t  t o  changes i n  t h e  Negroes p,lace i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c -  

t u r e .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  r a t e  of i n c r e a s e  of median income has  i n  

r e c e n t  y e a r s  b e e n  h ighe r  f o r  Negroes t han  f o r  wh i t e s  -- l a r g e l y  

due t o  t h e  lower i n i t i a l  l e v e l  f o r  Negroes, l3 Our own d a t a  r e v e a l  

t h a t  whi le  t h e  American Negro has  ach ieved  some . l eve1  of upward 

m o b i l i t y  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l l y ,  he s t i l l  l a g s  .behind t h e  whi te .  The 

d a t a  i n  Table 7 r e v e a l  t h a t  among people  of working c l a s s  paren t -  

age ,  t h e  upward m o b i l i t y  r a t e  f o r  w h i t e s  . is  more than twice  t h a t  

f o r  Negroes. W e  a n t i c i p a t e ,  however, t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  t r e n d s - w i l l  

ABLE 7 S o c i a l  C l a s s ,  f o r  Respondents of -Working Class  
Paren tage ,  by Race 

NEGRO 

Middle C la s s  10 
Workjng C la s s  90 - --.- - 

T o t a l  
?J. = 

WHITE 



i n d i c a t e  an i n c r e a s i n g l y . s t r o n g e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Negro p o l i t -  

i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  Negro i n t o  t h e  American 

s o c i a l  and economic s t r u c t u r e .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  Negro s t a n d s  t o  

make h i s  g r e a t e s t  g a i n s  b y . f a i l i n g  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t o t a l l y  i n t o  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and by ma in t a in ing  a  r a c i a l  v o t e ,  r a t h e r  t han  

by adopt ing  economic p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  r e l e v a n t  de t e rminan t  of  par-  

t i s a n s h i p .  Thus, t h e  g e n e r a l  n o t i o n  of a s s i m i l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  Negro Americans have been assim&- 

l a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n s o f a r  as t h e i r  t u r n o u t . p a t t e r n s  a r e  coming t o  

resemble t h o s e  of wh i t e s .  However, a s s i m i l a t i o n  t o  t h e  dominant 

s o c i e t y  has  n o t  t aken  p l a c e  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e  de t e rminan t s  of 

p a r t i s a n s h i p ,  and it seems t o  be t h e  c a s e  t h a t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  

a s s i m i l a t i o n  w i l l ,  i n  t h e  s h o r t  run ,  be  achieved most q u i c k l y  

through t h e  maintenance o f '  j u s t  such a  r a c i a l l y  d i s t i n c t  b a s i s  of 

p o l i t i c a l  l everage .  W e  would a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  a s  Negroes become 

s t r u c t u r a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  American s o c i e t y ,  khe 'Negro v o t e '  

w i l l  a t rophy.  

I n  conc lus ion ,  o u r  d a t a  sugges t  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of bo th  economic 

d e t e r m i n i s t  and "Black Bourgeois ie"  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of  t h e  Negro's  

p l a c e  i n  American s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and h i s  p o l i t i c a l  behavior .  

I t  is c l e a r l y .  neces sa ry  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e ,  Negro's  c l a s s ,  . 

i n  pu re ly  economic terms, and h i s  s t a t u s ,  f o r  ho ld ing  economic. , 

f a c t o r s  c o n s t a n t ,  t h e  Negro i s  t h e  ' r e c i p i e n t  o f . l e s s - s o c i a l  honor 

t han  is h i s  wh i t e  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  The s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  s t a t i c ,  

however, and %be s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  American Negro may be- 

viewed developmental ly .  Through i n c r e a s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  



however, We expect  r a t e s  of Negro s o c i a l  mobi l i ty  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  and 

once s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  accomplished, we expect  t h a t  

t h e  Negro vo te  w i l l  become l e s s  coherent  wi th in  t h e  context  of t h e  

American e l e c t o r a t e .  



FOOTNOTES 

1. Herbert Apthekar,  f o r  example, ha s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  economic 
s u b ~ e c t i o n  of t h e  Negro a s  t h e  b a s i s  of  h i s  low s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  
See A Documentary Hi s to ry  of t h e  Negro-People. i n  America 
( N e w  York: C i t a d e l  P r e s s ,  1951) . 

2. Pau l  M. S i e g e l ,  "On t h e  Cost  of Being a  Negro," S o c i o l o g i c a l  
I n q u i r y ,  v o l .  35, no. 1 (Winter ,  1965) ,  p. 41-57. 

3. See f o r  example Morr is  Janowitz  and David R. Sega l ,  "Soc ia l  
Cleavage and P a r t y  A f f i l i a t i o n , "  American J o u r n a l  of Sociology 
( for thcoming)  . 
See H. H .  Ger th  and C. Wright M i l l s ,  From Max Weber: Eskays 
i n  Soc io logy ,  ( N e w  York: Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1948) 
p. 180-195. 

Edward 0. Laumann and Louis Guttman, "The R e l a t i v e  Assoc i a t i ona l  
Con t igu i ty  of Occupations i n  an Urban S e t t i n g , "  American 
S o c i o l o g i c a l  Review, vo l .  31, go. 2 ( A p r i l ,  1966) , p. 169-178. 

E .  F r a n k l i n  F r a z i e r ,  Black Bourgeois ie  (Glencoe : Free  P r e s s ,  
1957) ,  p. 43 f f . ,  195 f f .  

Floyd Hunter ,  Community Power. S t r u c t u r e  (Garden C i t y  : 
Doubleday Anchor, 1963) ,  p. 113-147. James Q. Wilson a l s o  
r e p o r t s  an i n c r e a s e  i n  middle -c lass  c i v i c  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  
Negro community. See h i s  Negro P o l i t i c s  (Glencoe: Free  P r e s s ,  
1960) .  

For  an e a r l y  s t a t emen t  of p o l i t i c a l  d s s i m i l a t i o n  l ead ing  t o  
s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  s e e  Jerome K .  Myers, l lAss imi la t ion  i n  t h e  
P o l i t i c a l  Community," Sociology and .Soc ia1  Research,  vo l .  35, 
no, 3  ( 1 9 5 1 ) ,  p. 175-182. Anthony O r u m  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  Negro 
c a s e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  "A Reappra i sa l  of t h e  Socilaloand 
P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  of Negroes," American J o u r n a l  of 
Soc io logy ,  vo l .  72, no. 1 ( J u l y ,  1966) ,  p.  32-46. 

Robert  A. Dahl, Who Governs (New Haven: Y a l e  u n i v e r s i t y  ~ r e s s ,  
1961) , p.  41.  

Where i n fo rma t ion  f o r  any of t h e  t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s  was n o t  
a s c e r t a i n e d ,  t h e  SES ranking was based on t h e  average of - t h e  
remaining responses .  

See e s p e c i a l l y  Pau l  Lewinson, Race, C la s s  and P a r t y  (New York: 
Grosse t  and Dun*lapl, 1965) , esp .  p. ix-xx, " P o s t s , c 5 ~ p t ,  1964",  
and Robert  E .  Lane, "The P o l i t i c s  of Consensus i n  an ~ c j e  of  
Aff luence ,"  American P o l i t i c a l  Sc ience  R'eview, v o l ,  LIX, no. 4 
(December, 1965) ,  p. 891. 

12. Orum, op. &., p -  4 1 .  - 
13. Lane, op. &. , p. 89 i .  - 


