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"The Law of c i v i l i z a t i o n  and decay," w r i t e s  t oday ' s  poe t ,  "Decrees 

each c u l t u r e  its memorial/And t r a v e l e r s  through h i s t o r y  s h a l l  saylDis-  

cover ing a  ca rv ing  on a  w a l l  

No army bu t  t h e  d e s e r t  could  have stormed; 
"This shows a  r a c e  by no means a s  they were 
But a s  they saw themselves. This  legend warmed 
Tlie remnant t h a t  ou t l i ved  d e f e a t .  0  s t i r  

Gently t h e  d u s t  t h e s e  c r e v i c e s  t o  c l e a r .  
Our ep i t aph  w i l l  be such food f o r  weather 
Soon, f o r  i n  t ime ' s  pe r spec t ive  we a r e  n e a r  
These o t h e r s .  We s h a l l  spend t h e  dark together ."  

The p o e t ,  himself of t h a t  "remnant t h a t  o u t l i v e d  d e f e a t , "  goes on t o  ske t ch  

t h e  house and t h e  garden i n  which fou r  gene ra t ions  of t h e  r a c e  dreamed and 

grew. The ske t ch  has  t h e  su f fused  b r i l l i a n c e  of a  Turner pa in t ing :  ob- 

j e c t ,  pe rcep t  and precept  a t  one wi th  each o t h e r .  "Such i s  t h e  spr ing."  

our poet s a y s ,  "and by t h i s  c y c l e  span 

The longer  c y c l e  of t h e  family .  
The p rocesses  of na tu re  measure man 
Last and most su re ly .  He himself may be 
Only a  wor ld ' s  r ep ly  t o  entropy.  

In  George Caspar Ilomans' poem about t h e  Adams mansion i n  Quincy, t h e  

themes of h i s  kinsman Brooks Adams -- en t ropy ,  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and decay -- 
touch t h e  e n t i r e  l i n e a g e  of t h e  Adams, t hen  mankind a s  a  whole. The poet  

l i n k s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime and p l ace  on two oppos i t e  s i d e s :  t o  h i m s e l f ,  

end t o  a l l  of h i s t o r y .  

Yet Brooks Adams i a  no t  t h e  poe t ' s  t r u e  guide. For a l l  h i s  s ea rch ing  

a f t e r  g e n e r a l i t y  i n  o t h e r  p u r s u i t s ,  our  poet s cans  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  manner of 

a  h i s t o r i a n :  he scans  h i s t o r y  f o r  c o n t i n u i t i e s  and p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s .  

Henry Adams comes c l o s e r .  Henry Adams summed up a  cohe ren t ,  b e l i e v i n g  

age i n  t h e  a r c h i e c t u r e  of Mont-Saint-Micliel and Char t r e s .  Tlie poet  e p t -  

tomizes t h a t  same age  i n  t h e  Engl ish  v i l l a g e .  llenry Adams begins  ou r  

i n s p e c t i o n  of Mont-Saint-Michel on t h e  psrvis. There we a r e ,  he s a y s ,  

looking ou t  over  t h e  sea  and sands  which a r e  a s  good e leventh-  
cen tu ry  landscepe a s  they eve r  were; o r  t u r n i n g  a t  t imes  towards 
t h e  church door which is t h e  pons seclorum, t h e  b r idge  of ages ,  
between us  and our  ances to r s .  

The poe t  l i kewise  t a k e s  u s  a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge  of ages .  The v i l l a g e  is h i s  

c a t h e d r a l .  Like  W i l l  Langland, however, he p r e f e r s  a  f i e l d  f u l l  of Polk 

t o  a  b a s i l i c a  b u r s t i n g  wi th  bishops .  

Not t h a t  ou r  poe t -h i s to r i an  s e t t l e s  f o r  t h e  impressionism of llenry 

Adams. A f t e r  a l l ,  Henry Adams t e l l s  us t h a t  when he F i r s t  faced a  c l a s s  

i n  Harvard Col lege,  a s  its new a s s i s t a n t  p ro fe s so r  of Medieval I l i s tory .  

"he had given, '  a s  f a r  a s  he could  remember, an hour, more o r  l e s s ,  t o  t h e  

Middle Agea." Our poe t -h i s to r i an ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  e a r l y  made i t  h i s  busi -  

nes s  t o  become expe r t  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  and methods of medieval h i s t o r y .  

Under h i s  s c r u t i n y ,  t h e  Engl ish  v i l l a g e  becomes an o b j e c t  of pa ins t ak ing  

documentary r econs t ruc t ion ,  r i go rous  comparison, ingenious  s t r u c t u r a l  

a n a l y s i s .  

The v i l l a g e  a l s o  becomes two o t h e r  t h ings .  It s e r v e s  a s  a  microcosm 

of an  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  and even of a l l  s o c i a l  o rde r s ;  t h e  c l o s i n g  pages 

of Engl ish  V i l l a g e r s  of t h e  l h i r t e e n t h  Century bea r  t h e  t i t l e  "The Anatomy 

of Socie ty ."  They l a y  ou t  a  gene ra l  scheme i n  terms of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  organi-  

z a t i o n ,  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  sent iment  and func t ion .  Here we f ind  t h e  au tho r  

seeking t o  syn thes i ze  ethnography and h i s to r iog raphy .  

The Engl ish  v i l l a g e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  po in t  of r e f e rence  f o r  t h e  pre-  

s e n t .  Although Engl ish  V i l l l a g e r s  ba re ly  a l l u d e s  t o  t hose  connect ions  wi th  
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t h e  p re sen t ,  t he  au tho r  mentions them elsewhere. I n  voyaging from New 

England t o  Old England. t h e  Yankee r e t r a c e s  h i s  own o r i g i n s ,  s eeks  h i s  

own i d e n t i t y .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  Yankee's h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  indeed. 

l ead  back from t h e  p re sen t  t o  pre-revolut ionary Massachuset ts ,  t o  t h e  

Engl ish  P u r i t a n s ,  t o  medieval England, t o  t h e  se t t l emen t  of Eaat Anglia.  

I n  t h e  f r ank  and g r a c e f u l  memoir which opens h i s  book Sent iments  and Act i -  

v i t i e s ,  George Homans s a y s  a s  much. The s i l v e r  t h read  which a t t a c h e s  him 

t o  an  o l d  house i n  Quincy i s  c e n t u r i e s  long;  i t  winds back t o  t h e  F r i s i a n s  

who in sc r ibed  t h e i r  p loegs  and leets on t h e  landscape of Norfolk. Happily, 

t h e  th read  d o e s ' n o t  l ead  through t h e  cramped ways of genealogy and s e l f -  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  bu t  a c r o s s  t h e  p l a i n s  of human ex i s t ence .  The s u b j e c t ,  t o  

paraphrase  our  au tho r ,  is no t  Homans, b u t  humans. 

How d o e s ' t h i s  poet-his tor ian-ethnographer  c a r r y  on h i s  work? We 

n o t i c e  f i r s t  of a f l  t h a t  he seems t o  en joy  i t .  "No one who works i n  mod- 

e r n  sociology,"  he  conf ides  a t  one p o i n t ,  "where d a t a  a r e  s o  p l e n t i f u l  

they become mere s t a t i s t i c s ,  can know t h e  joy shee r ,  s i n g l e  f a c t s  can 

g ive  of t h e i r  own sweet s e lves . "  H i s  h i s t o r i c a l  work conveys t h a t  p lea-  ! 

s u r e .  I t  c o n s i s t s  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  of t r a c i n g  t h e  hidden connect ions  

among sma l l  a r r a y s  of l a r g e  f a c t s .  A paper on t h e  P u r i t a n s  and t h e  

c l o t h i n g  indus t ry  i n  a ix t een th -  and seventeenth-century England, f o r  

example, draws on t h e  Calendar of S t a t e  Papers  and a  few o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

t o  argue a  three-way correspondence: woollen manufacturing, Pur i tanism,  

emig ra t ion  t o  America. Recurrent  dep res s ions  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  

according t o  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  ope ra t e  a s  a  pump d r i v i n g  Englishmen a c r o s s  

t h e  A t l a n t i c .  Rich Winthrops and poor weavers a l i k e  j o i n  t h e  stream. 

The evidence comes mainly i n  t he  form of geographic correspondences: t h e  

e a r l y  immigrants and p l a c e  names o f  New England r e v e a l  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of 

East  Angl ia  and t h e  Neat Country, t h e  c l o t h i n g  d i s t r i c t s  s t and  o u t  omong 

those  o r i g i n s  of mig ran t s ,  and s o  on. The s i m i l a r i t y  of p a t t e r n s  a r -  

gues f o r  connect ions  among t h e  p a t t e r n s .  

The method is q u i t e  general :  i d e n t i f y  a  c h a r a c t e r i a t i c  p a t t e r n  i n  

one s e t t i n g ;  l o c a t e  a  homologous p a t t e r n  i n  ano the r  s e t t i n g ;  u se  t h e  homo- 

k y t o  argue a  r e l a t ionsh ip ,be tween  t h e  s e t t i n g s .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  may be 

one of h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y ,  o r  d i f f u s i o n ,  o r  of f u n c t i o n a l  s i m i l a r i t y .  

I n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  work, i t  is u s u a l l y  e i t h e r  c o n t i n u i t y  o r  d i f f u s i o n .  

An even more formidable  e x e r c i s e  of s c h o l a r s h i p  appea r s  i n  "The 

F r i s i a n s  i n  Eaat Anglia." The t i t l e  i t s e l f  must be  one of t h e  most eso- 

t e r i c  i n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  of major contemporary s o c i o l o g i s t s .  We could 

make i t  compete wi th  t h e  most r econd i t e  h i s t o r i c a l  t i t l e s  by adding d a t e s  

and a  s u b t i t l e .  What about  "The F r i s i a n s  i n  East Angl ia ,  400-500 A.D.: 

Fu r the r  R e f l e c t i o n s  on Dr. S i ebs '  Anslyses of Fr ies land"? Indeed. t h e  

p repa ra to ry  work f o r  t h e  a r t i c l e  r equ i r ed  an  impresaive a r r o y  of knowledge 

and s k i l l s .  Tlie c r u c i a l  p a r a l l e l s  t o  East  Anglia turned up i n  an  obscure  

German s tudy  of F r i s i a n  l and  systems,  t h a t  of Dr. Siebs .  Tlie b a s i c  sou rces  

r e q u i r e  a  knowledge of Medieval La t in ,  Middle Engl ish  and F r i s i a n .  (Not 

long a f t e r  t h e  a r t i c l e  appeared, I walked i n t o ' t h e  a u t h o r ' s  o f f i c e  t o  con- 

g r a t u l a t e  him. S t rugg l ing  wi th  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  demands of a  much e a s i e r  body 

of ma te r i a l .  I was g r e a t l y  impressed wi th  t h e  s k i l l s  he had deployed. AE- 

t e r  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  more s a l i e n t  and important  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  work. I 

got  t o  t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  r e a l l y  i n t r i g u e d  me. " Mots i n  t h e  world," I asked,  

"did you eve r  l e a r n  F r i s i an?"  "Oh, Char l ie ."  he r e p l i e d ,  "It's eosy i f  

you know ~n~lo- axo on!") As a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  a  number of people  have had 

t h e  necesaary t e c h n i c a l  ' s k i l l s .  A few have a l s o  had t h e  r e q u i s i t e  knowl- 

edge of Engl ish  f i e l d  systems, i n h e r i t a n c e  p a t t e r n s  and l o c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  

of power. But no one, t o  my knowledge, had p rev ious ly  seen t h e  homologies 



i n  t h e s e  r ega rds  between F r i s i e  and East  Angl ia .  

The argument of "The F r i s i a n s  i n  Eas t  Ang1is"-runs through s core-  

f u l  comparison. c l u s t e r  by c l u s t e r ,  of t h e  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  on both  s i d e s  

of t h e  Channel. On t h e  Engl ish  s i d e ,  t h e  documentation i s s u e s  from t h e  

whole of George Ilomans' previous  work on t h e  medieval pe r iod .  On t h e  Dutch 

a ide ,  S i ebs '  Grundlagen und Aufbau rler a l t f r i e s i s c h e n  Verfassung summar- 

i z e s  t h e  evidence. Thus we encounter  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  bas- 

i c  tenement, a  compact body of land which appea r s  t o  have borne c o l l e c t i v e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l e g a l  d u t i e s  and t o  have owed t e n  men f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r -  

v ice .  On both  s i d e s ,  we f i n d  sugges t ions  of l i n e a g e  c o n t r o l  over  t hose  

tenements,  compromised by wel l -def ined systems of p a r t i b l e  i n h e r i t a n c e .  

We d i scove r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  vocabu la r i e s  app l i ed  t o  i n h e r i t a n c e  and t o  

t h e  major c l a s s e s  of the '  populat ion.  

The demonstra t ion moves on. The p a r a l l e l s  accumulate. At t h e  end,  

our  au tho r  is  saying 

A s  F r t s i a n  is t h e  language most c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  Engl ish ,  s o  
F r i s i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  most c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
East Anglian ones. The conclus ion must be  t h a t  F r i s i a n s  invaded 
East Anglia i n  t h e  f i f t h  cen tu ry .  The s i m i l a r i t y  of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
i n . s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  something l i k e  adequate  w r i t t e n  r eco rds  
about  them begin  t o  appear  only  i n  t h e  e l even th  cen tu ry ,  a t  l e a s t  
s i x  hundred yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  new F r i s i a n s  must have sepa ra t ed  from 
t h e  old .  seems t o  me t o  s t r eng then  t h i s  conclus ion r a t h e r  than 
weaken i t .  How much more e loquen t ly  do t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  speak f o r  
s common o r i g i n  when they had s o  much t ime,  oppor tun i ty ,  and rea-  
son t o  d ive rge .  

The method of argument r e c a l l s  t h e  e t h n o l o g i s t  who r e t r a c e s  t h e  movements 

and d i v i s i o n s  of a  common c u l t u r e ,  t h e  l i n g u i s t w h o  r e c o n s t r u c t s  d i f f u s i o n  

and e l a b o r a t i o n  of a  family  of languages. Both reason from d i s t r i b u t i o n s  

observed long a f t e r  t h e  p rocesses  i n  ques t ion .  

P l en ty  of t h e  same s o r t  of a n a l y s i s  appears  i n  George Homans' f i r s t  

and l a r g e s t  examination of medieval h i s t o r y ,  h i s  Engl ish  V i l l a g e r s  of€ 

T h i r t e e n t h  Century. Now t h i r t h - f i v e  y e a r s  o ld .  t h e  book i s  s t i l l  a  s t an -  

dard  a u t h o r i t y .  Contemporary s c h o l a r s  pay i t  t h e  compllment of c o n t e s t i n g  

i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a s  t hey  pas s  on t o  t h e i r  own. Truc,  some f e a t u r e s  of 

t h e  book mark i t  a s  a  product  of t h e  1930s. Nowadays, s u c l ~  s book would 

a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  inc lude  more ex tens ive  obse rva t ions  on c l fmate .  on con- 
j o n c t u r e ,  on demography, on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of marketing. on t h e  f i n d i n g s  

which have come i n  from t h e  archeology and a e r i a l  photography oE v i l l a g e  

s i t e s .  I n  t h e  f ace  o f  more r ecen t  evidence concerning medieval s h i f t s  i n  

product ion a s  a  f u n c t i y  of market c o n d i t i o n s  and l abo r  supp ly ,  t h e  book's 

emphasis on s u b s i s t e n c e  farming and t h e  predominance of custom might w e l l  

be  q u a l i f i e d .  (Given t h e  au tho r ' s  c h a r a c t e r ,  however, we would no t  be  su r -  

p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  con te s t ed  arguments s t a t e d  811 t h e  more f i rmly . )  

I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  l a s t  few decades'  changes i n  medieval h i s to r iog raphy  

bea r  mainly on t h e  con tex t  of v i l l a g e  l i f e  r a t h e r  than on its i n t e r n a l  

o rgan iza t ion .  Engl ish  V i l l a g e r s  d e a l s  c h i e f l y  w i th  t h a t  i n t e r n a l  organi-  

za t ion .  As compared wi th  such an essay a s  "The F r i s i a n s  i n  East  Anglio," 

t h e  book r e l i e s  more heav i ly  on t h e  s tudy  of concomitant v n r i a t i o n .  We 

begin  wi th  t h e  grand c o n t r a s t  of wood.land end champion coun t ry ,  enclosed 

and openf i e ld  landscapes .  That g ives  us  t h e  means t o  s e e  t h e  s p e c i a l  prop- 

e r t i e s  of openf i e ld  a r e a s ,  which a r e  t o  be  t h e  ch ie f  o b j e c t  of s tudy.  From 

t h e r e  on, t h e  book proceeds l i k e  an  ethnography. F i r s t  t h e  l and ,  a g r i c u l -  

t u r e  and v i l l a g e s .  Then t h e  family ,  marr iage,  k insh ip  and i n h e r i t a n c e .  

L a t e r ,  t h e  manor, c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s  and power s t r u c t u r e .  At l a s t ,  t h e  yeor- 

l y  round, t h e  church,  a v i s i o n  of l i f e  a s  a  whole. 

Throughout, we f i n d  our  au tho r  s c r u t i n i z i n g  t h e  meanings and o r i g i n s  

of common terms, making comparisons, poalng hypotheses concerning t h e  sour-  

c e s  of s t anda rd  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  In  t h e  course  of h i s  illuminating exposi-  

t i o n  of t h e  l o g i c  of t h e  s c a t t e r e d ,  in termingled f i e l d s  i n  t h e  champion 

coun t ry ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  he specu la t e s :  



There is  t h e  s t r o n g e r  reason t o  guess t h a t  t h e r e  was once i n  Eng- 
land a  system of l a y i n g  ou t  t h c  s t r i p s  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  holdings  
i n  a  r egu la r  o r d e r  of r o t a t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  o rde r  was r e l a t e d  t o  
a  conventional concept ion of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and cour se  of t h e  sun, 
i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  such a  system is known t o  have been i n  f o r c e  un- 
t i l  r ecen t  t imes  i n  v i l l a g e s  of Denmark and Sweden which had t h e  
g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of Engl ish  champion v i l l a g e s .  

But t h e  most ex t ens ive  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  arguments of t h e  book r e -  

l a t e  one well-defined i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  ano the r .  I n  an example which has  

s i n c e  become commonplace, Engl ish  V i l l a g e r s  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  i n t i m a t e  con- 

ncc t ion  of mar r i age  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n h e r i t a n c e  of l and .  "The working 

of t h e  r u l e ,  no land,  no marriage." i t  says .  "had two a spec t s .  F i r s t ,  men 

and women who were no t  t o  i n h e r i t  a  family  tenement d i d  no t  marry u n l e s s  

they could secu re  land f o r  themselves. Second, i n  many p l aces ,  t h e  man 

who was t o  i n h e r i t  t h e  tenement d i d  not  marry u n t i l  i t s  l a s t  holder  was 

ready t o  t u rn  i t  over  t o  him. I n  t h i s  manner t h e  sen t imen t s  and customs 

of men secured a  s t a b l e  a d a p t a t i o n  of s o c i e t y  t o  its economic cond i t i ons .  

Despi te  t h e  l o g i c  of Malthus, they l i m i t e d  t h e  number of persons  who press-  

ed on t h e  land f o r  subs i s t ence . "  

I n  English V i l l a g e r s  and t h e  o t h e r  w r i t i n g s  on medieval h i s t o r y ,  

we d i scove r  two complemcntary methods a t  work. The f i r s t  t akes  one p i ece  

of s o c i a l  behavior ,  i d e n t i f i e s  i t s  dependence on another  p i ece  of s o c i a l  

behavior  i n  t he  same s e t t i n g ,  and s o  on u n t i l  a  cohe ren t ,  in terdependent  

p a t t e r n  of s o c i a l  behavior  is i n  view. The second matches p a t t e r n s  i n  

d i f f e r e n t  t imes ,  p l aces  o r  realms of behavior ,  then accounts  f o r  t h e  match 

through c o n t i n u i t y ,  d i f f u s i o n  o r  f u n c t i o n a l  in terdependence.  Readers of 

s o c i a l  anthropology w i l l  f i n d  both  methods f a m i l i a r .  

Perhaps t h i s  sounds l i k e  what everybody does. Much a s  Kingsley 

Davis once to ld  u s  t h a t  a l l  s o c i o l o g i s t s  s ea rch  f o r  f u n c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s ,  someone might o b j e c t  t h a t  a l l  h i s t o r i a n s  sea rch  f o r  matching pat-  

t e rns .  They do no t .  Consider Henry Adams. He dec l a red  t h a t  "Hi s to r i ans  

under take t o  a r r ange  sequences ,  --called s t o r i e s .  o r  h is tor ies--assuming 

i n  s i l e n c e  a  r e l a t i o n  of cause  and e f f e c t . "  Adams was d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  h i s -  

t o r i a n  a s  Nar ra to r ,  who is s t i l l  wi th  us  today. Toward t h e  end o f  h i s  

l i f e  Adams came t o  th ink  t h a t  t h e  sequences would t ake  on meaning i f  they 

measured t h e  d i s t a n c e  from--or to--some f ixed  po in t  i n  h i s t o r y .  In  h t s  

own case ,  a s  he s a i d .  " . . . he might use the  cen tu ry  1150-1250, express-  

ed i n  Amiens Ca thed ra l  and t h e  Works of Thomas Aquinas, a s  t h e  u n i t  from 

which he  might measure motion down t o  h i s  own time, wi thout  assuming any- 

t h ing  a s  t r u e  o r  un t rue ,  except  r e l a t i o n . "  Although lligh Medieval Cu l tu re  

has  l o s t  i t s  popu la r i t y  a s  a  r e f e rence  p o i n t ,  many contemporary h i s t o r i a n s  

a t t empt  t o  "measure motion" wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t he  I n d u s t r i a l  Revolut ion,  

twent ie th-century s t a t e s  o r  some such marker.  

Or th ink  back t o  Brooks Adams, who t r i e d  t o  d i s c e r n  g r e a t  c y c l e s  

and g i a n t  laws i n  h i s t o r y .  I t  was Brooks Adams who a s s e r t e d  " . . . t he  

exceedingly  sma l l  p a r t  played by conscious  thought i n  moulding t h e  f o t c  

of men. A t  t h e  moment of a c t i o n ,  " he wrote. " the  human being almost in-  

v a r i a b l y  obeys an i n s t i n c t .  l i k e  an animal ,  on ly  a f t e r  n c t i o n  has  ceased 

does he r e f l e c t . "  It was he  who claimed t o  have found " . . . t h a t  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  phenomena under examination f e l l  i n t o  a  s e r i e s  wliicl~ seemed 

t o  correspond,  somewhat c l o s e l y .  wi th  t h e  laws which a r e  supposed t o  regu- 

l a t e  t h e  movements of t h e  m a t e r i a l  universe ."  

Universal  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  s o r t  has  l o s t  f avo r  i n  t he  twen t i e th  cen- 

t u ry ,  bu t  o t h e r  modes which avoid  George ~ o m a n s '  pattern-matching abound. 

Some h i s t o r i a n s  s e i z e  on a  s i n g l e  person and hope a t  b e s t  t o  f i n d  a  d i -  

s t i n c t i v e  formula which w i l l  c h a r a c t e r i z e  and i l l u m i n a t e  t h a t  person 's  

l i f e .  Others  a t t empt  t o  apply  t h e  same, e s s e n t i a l l y  b iog raph ica l ,  proce- 

dure  t o  a  whole people  o r  a  whole e rn .  S t i l l  o t h e r s  a t t empt  t o  t r n c c  some 

momentous event  t o  t he  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of i t s  immediate con tex t .  Those modes 



of argument do no t  exhaust  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  H i s t o r i a n s  have found a  num- 

be r  of ways of doing h l s t o r y  which do no t  c o n s i s t  of point - for-point  com- 

pa r i sons  between p a t t e r n s .  

When s o c i o l o g i s t s  move i n t o  h i s t o r y ,  fur thermore,  they do not  o rd i -  

n a r i l y  t ake  up comparison of p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  manner of our ethnographer.  

h i s t o r i a n  and poet .  They more o f t e n  d i g  i n t o  h i s t o r y  t o  l o c a t e  samples 

which they then t r u c k  ou t  f o r  use  a s  c a s e s  i n  m u l t i v a r i a t e  ana lyses ;  t h e  

ana lyses  t y p i c a l l y  bea r  on a rgumen t s . ca s t  s o  g e n e r a l l y  a s  t o  have l i t t l e  

bea r ing  on t h e  s e t t i n g s  from which t h e  samples were o r i g i n a l l y  drawn. Or 

the  s o c i o l o g i s t s  use  t h e  s o f t e r  ve r s ion  of t h e  same procedure  which con- 

sists of ransacking r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  sou rces  t o  f i n d  support  

f o r  a  non-h i s to r i ca l  argument. There is t h e  working-up of h i s t o r y  which 

f i l l s  t h e  o b l i g a t o r y  d u l l  f i r s t  chap te r  on t h e  p a s t  i n  textbooks on c i t i e s  

o r  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  And t h e r e  is t h e  occas iona l  s o c i o l o g i s t  who t a k e s  on 

an e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s t o r i c a l  problem by applying t h e  s t anda rd  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

e s t ima t ion  procedures  t o  m a t e r i a l s  which have never  be fo re  been s o  in -  

s u l t e d .  Only t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e s e  approaches t h e  Homansian e f f o r t  t o  iden- 

t i f y  and match p a t t e r n s .  Even t h e r e ,  i n  most c a s e s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be- 

tween pattern-matching v i a  s t a t i s t i c a l  e s t ima t ion  and v i a  s imple ,  s a l i e n t  

correspondences remains enormous. 

Stop. Following tlie p lodding r o u t i n e s  of everyday s c h o l a r s h i p ,  I 

have though t l e s s ly  s t u f f e d  a  noble  hawk i n t o  an o rd ina ry  pigeonhole. The 

hawk b a t s  h i s  wings i n  t h e  pigenhole ,  and even tua l ly  smashes i t  t o  smither- 

eens .  Who eve r  heard of r e l e g a t i n g  a  poe t ,  s a i l o r ,  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  h i s t o r i a n ,  

ethnographer and s t e n t o r  t o  mere pattern-making? Why, i t  a lmost  sounds 

l i k e  . . . pattern-maintenance. You probably know Turne r ' s  1840 p a i n t i n g ,  

"Slavers  throwing overboard t h e  Dead and Dying." It once belonged t o  John 

Ruskin, and now belongs  t o  t h e  Boston Museum of Fine  Ar t s .  Sun and s e a  

a r e  both  aflame a s  t h e  s h i p  p i t c h e s  i n  t h e  middle l e f t .  and g u l l s  f l a p  

around t h e  chained l e g  t h r u s t  above t h e  waves i n  tl ie r i g h t  foreground. 

At t h e  p a i n t i n g ' s  f i r s t  showing. Turner d i sp l ayed  wi th  it t h e s e  l i n e s  

from t h e  F a l l a c i e s  of Hope: 

A lo f t  a l l  hands, s t r i k e  t h e  top-masts and belay;  
You angry s e t t i n g  sun and f ierce-edged c louds  
Declare  t h e  Typhon's coming. 
Before i t  sweep your desks ,  throw overboard 
The dead and dying--nler heed t h e i r  cha ins .  
Hope, Hope, f a l l a c i o u s  Hopel 
Where i s  thy market now? 

Reviewing t h e  show, Thackeray wrote  t h a t  "The sun glows down upon s hor- 

r i b l e  s e a  of emerald and pu rp le  . . . I f  Gl i lberforce 's  s t a t u e  d o v n s t o i r s  

were t o  be  confronted wi th  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  t h e  s tony  o ld  gentleman would 

s p r i n g  o f f  h i s  c h a i r  and f l y  away i n  t e r r o r l "  The Art  Union c a l l e d  t h e  

p a i n t i n g  "a g r o s s  ou t r age  on nature ."  But Ruskin wrote  of " the  nob le s t  

s e a  t h a t  Turner has  painted and, i f  so ,  t h e  nob le s t  c e r t a i n l y  eve r  

painted by man." Today we look back a t  t h a t  p a i n t i n g  and i t s  companions 

t o  s e e  t h e  savage c o l o r  and d a r i n g  form breaking through t h e  academic or- 

d e r ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  Impres s ion i s t s  by f i f t y  yea r s .  To approach h i s t o r i c a l  

m a t e r i a l s  a s  an  e thnographer  is now so  commonplsce t h a t  we e a s i l y  ca t a logue  

George Homans a s  no more than an e a r l y  exemplar of a  well-estab1.ishcd 

s t y l e .  Such a r e  t h e  p e r i l s  of succes s .  I f  you go bock t o  t h e  J o l l i f f e s .  

t h e  S ten tons ,  t h e  Stubbs t h a t  one read t o  l e a r n  medieval h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  

1930s. however, you w i l l - s e e ' i n s t s n t l y  how brash and d i s r e s p e c t f u l  i t  

was then t o  t r e a t  t h e  Engl ish  v i l l a g e  a s  an a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ' s  domain, p ipe  

r o l l s  a s  f i e l d  no te s ,  f i e l d  systems a s  p a t t e r n s  of c i l t u r e .  

Not t h a t  our au tho r  l a b o r s  a lone ,  a  quirky o r i g i n a l .  Some of t h e  

mas te r s  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  have d i sp l ayed  t h e  same bent  f o r  argument from 



patterned correspondence. Marc Bloch assembled much of his great syn- 

tliesfs of French rural history in that manner. Fernand Braudel commands 

our admiring assent precisely by his ability to pick up two historical 

shnrds and fit their edges together. G. William Skinner's remarkable 

analysis of Chinese marketing systems depend on an ingenious, unexpected 

identification of correspondences. Need I mention Michael Ventris and 

the decipherment of Linear B? Models of the style are available in his- 

tory, but the style is neither obvious, easy, nor common. 

George Ilomans' style extends to the way he reports his findings. 

What a pleasure it is to read historical work in well-made sentences and 

coherent pnragraphsl The prose is all bone and sinew. It knows where 

it goes. A close reader notices that every sentence identifies its agent, 

that weak verbs and passive voices rarely appear, that if a complication 

or reservation arises it occupies a separate statement instead of dragging 

down the initial sentence. He also senses the absence of neologisms, the 

sparing use of metaphor, the unembarrassed employment of "I" when the 

author speaks for himself. Many students of sociology and history have 

the right to roar with Calibon at their professorial Prosperos: "You 

taught me language, nnd my profit on'tlIs. I know how to curse. The red 

plague rid youlFor learning me your languagel" George Homans knows how 

to curse, but does so in plain language. That sociologicsl prose seldom 

has these qualities is notorious. For some reason, the writing of aca- 

demic historians has never achieved the reputation for drabness that it 

generally deserves. The vigor and clarity of a veteran versifier show 

up in our author's historical writing. 

You probably know the advice that another veteran versifier pre- 

pared for a Harvard commencement thirty years ago. Part of W.H. Auden's 

Hermetic DecSlogue runs: 

Thou shalt not do as the dean pleases, 
Thou shalt not write thy doctor's thesis 

On education, 

Thou shalt not worship projects nor 
Shalt thou or thine bow down before 

Administration. 

Thou shalt not answer questionnaires 
Or quizzes upon World-Affairs, 

Nor with compliance 
Take any test. Thou shalt not sit 
With statisticinns nor commit 

A social science. 

If we read only our author's historical work, we cohd easily interpret 

it as an expression of Auden's hermetic creed. 

Unsettling, but true. The zealous generalizer of Social Behavior: 

Its Elementary Forms is also the meticulous particularizer of "The Frisians - 
in East Anglis." The theoretician of "Bringing Men Back In" also wrote 

this: "History had never needed a Newton: from the beginning it had known 

its principles, at least in their vulgar form as the characteristics of 

human nature." 

The contradiction is manifest. Yet it resembles the contradiction 

of sailing east or sailing west to get to the other side of the world. 

The antipodes for both voyages are the elementary, universal traits of 

individual human behavior. Unfortunately for our understanding, the histo- 

rical flotilla stops short of its destination. If English Villagers closes 

with broad reflections on the structure and importance of small social units, 

such subsequent essays as "The Rural Sociology of Medieval England" settles 

for analyzing the interdependence among inheritance arrangements, field sys- 

tems, migration patterns and other features of local social life. It is up 

to us -- or up to our author's as-yet unpublished writings -- to drive his- 
torical analysis back to elementary social behavior. 


