
............................................. 
PEASANTS AGAINST CAPITALISM AND THE STATE 

C h a r l e s  T i l l y  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan 

January  1978 
............................................. 

CRSO Working Paper  # I70  Copies a v a i l a b l e  through:  
Center  f o r  Research on 

S o c i a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  
U n i v e r s i t y  of Michigan 
330 Packard S t r e e t  
Ann Arbor ,  Michigan 48109 



PEASANTS AGAINST CAPITALISM AND TllE STATE 

C h a r l e s  T i l l y  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan 

J a n u a r y  1978  

Rcvicw-Essay o f  Frank  E. I lugp,ctt ,  The Land (111cstion and European 
S o c i c t y .  R.E.F. S m l t l ~ .  P c o s a n t  Fnrming i n  Muscovy, John  D. R c l l ,  
P e n s n t ~ t s  i n  Power,  R c n c d i c t  .J. K c r k v l i e t ,  Thc lluk R c b c l l i o n  and --- 
M c r l l c c  S. C r i n d l c ,  R u r c a u c r n t s ,  P o l i t i c i a n s ,  nnd P e a s a n t s  In  
Mexico. To a p p e a r  i n  A g r i c u l t u r n l  H i s t o r y .  

. 
The Land Q u c s t i o n  and Europcnn S o c l e t y ,  by Frank  E. I l l ~ g g c t t .  1,onclon: 

Thamcs and l ludson.  1975. 1.79 pp. f, 3.50. 

P e a s a n t  Farming i n  Muscovy, by R.E.F. Sml tll. Cnmhrldgc: Cnmhridge UnL- 

v e r f i i t y  P r e s s ,  1977 .  x i i ,  289 pp. No p r i c e  I n d i c a t e d .  

P e a s a n t s  i n  Power. Alcxnncler S l n n l b o l i s k i  and Lhc n u l f i n r l n n  A g r a r t n n  Nn- 

t i o l ~ a l  Union,  1899-L923, by John  D. B e l l .  P r  l l ~ c c t o n :  P r i ~ l c c t o r ~  UII 1- 

v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1977. x i v .  271 pp. No p r i c c  i ~ ~ d l c a l c d .  

The Huk R e b e l l i o n .  A Study  o f  Pennnnt  R e v o l t  i n  t h e  PI111LppLncs. by 

R e n e d i c t  J .  K c r k v l l c t .  R e r k e l c y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C n l l f o r n l n  l ' r css ,  1977 .  

x v i i l ,  305 pp. No p r i c e  l n d i c n l c d .  

R u r e n u c r a t s ,  P o L i t i c t a n s ,  nnd P e a s a n t s  In  Mcxico. A Cnnc Stlrdy I n  P u h l i c  

P o l i c y ,  by M e r l l c c  S. Crinc l lc .  B e r k e l e y :  UnivcrsL1.y o f  Cnl I F o r n l n  P r c s s ,  

1977. x i x ,  220 pp. No p r i c c  i n d i c a t e d .  

L i k e  t h e  g r e n t  wave puslied rip by a  p a s s l n g  f r c l g h t c r ,  t h e  r l s c  nnd 

f a l l  o f  p e a s a n t s  h a s  f o r  c e n t ~ ~ r i e s  r c g l s t c r e d  l l l c  ndvnncc  OF c n p l l n l  Ism 

and o f  n a t i o n a l  s t n t e s .  I.et u s  understand p c n s n n t n  I n  t l ~ c  nar row.  E r l c -  

Wolf ian  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word: n g r i c u l t u r n l  p rodl lccrn  orennizcc l  i n  h o u f i c l ~ o l d s  

which c o n t r o l  t h e  l a n d  n c c c s s a r y  t o  t l ~ e l r  s u r v i v n l ,  f i l ~ p p l y  t h c  b u l k  o f  

t h e i r  l a b o r  and commocllty r e q u i r e m e n t s  From t l l c i r  owl c f l o r t s .  nnd y l c l d  

a  s i g n 1  f l c n n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t l ~ e l r  production t o  o r ~ t n i d e r s .  Thc nppcnrnncc  

o f  p e a s a n t s ,  i n  Lhat  n n r r o v  s c n s e .  i n  n  r c l a L i v c l y  r n r c  I ~ l s L o r i c n l  pl~cnom- 

e n o n ,  a  pl~cnomcnon c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  growt.11 o f  l a r u e  m n r k c l s  and mnjor  

c o n c e n t r n t i o n s  o f  pol  i L i c n l  powcr. I n d l a ,  C I ~ i n o ,  C r c c c c  rind Romc n l  1  

c r e a t e d  p c a s n n t r i e s  o f  o n e  s o r t  o r  a n o t h e r .  Rut L l ~ e  nlost r c c c t l l  nncl most  

e x t c n s i v c  wave o f  c r e a t i o n  -- t h a t  o l  t l l c  l a s t  f i v c  c c n t t l r { c n  o r  R O  -- 



~ r a n s m i t t e d  t h e  impact  o f  c a p i t n l l s m  and o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a t a L c .  

In wlrnt s c n s c  d i d  c a p i L a l i s m  and s t a t e m a k i n g  c r e a t e  p e a s a n t s ?  A f t c r  

a l l ,  we f r e q u e n t l y  t h j n k  o f  them n s  t h e  twin  nemeses o f  t h e  p e a s n n t r y .  

C c r t n i n l y  s m a l l - s c a l e  s u h s i s t ~ n c c  f a r m i n g  l o n g  n n t e d a t e d  naLionnl  s t a t e s  

and modern c a p i t a l i s m .  C e r t a i n l y  s m n l l - s c a l e  s u h s t s t c ~ i c e  f n r m i n g  e v e ~ ~ t u a l -  

, l y  succumbccl tinder t h e i r  i n ~ l r l e n c c . ~  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t l i e  p c n s a n t  v e r s i o n  o f  

s t r b s l s t e n c c  f a r m i n g  -- i n  w l ~ i c h  l a n d - c o n t r o l l i n g  h o ~ r s e h o l d s  d e v o t e  a  por-  

t i o n  o f  t h e l r  p ro i luc t inn  t o  t h e  marke t  -- expanded r ~ n d e r  t h e  e a r l y  p h n s e s  

o f  c a p J L n l i s m  and s t a t e m a k i n g ,  b e f o r e  d e c l i n i n g  under  t l i e  l a t e r  p h a s e s  o f  

t l l c  snme p r o c e s s e s .  C n p i t a l i f i m  r e i n f o r c e d  p r i v a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f a c l o r s  o f  p roc luc t ion  and gave  p r i o r i t y  I n  p r o d u c t l o n  decisions Lo t h e  

h o l d e r s  o f  c a p i t n l .  Thus c a p i t n l t s m  c h n l l e n g c d  t l i e  c o l l e c t i v e  rJse o f  t h e  

Innd ,  r c s l o L c d  t h e  f r a g m e n t a t l o o  o f  r l g l ~ t s  Lo t h e  snme l a n d ,  l a b o r  o r  

commodi t l c s ,  nnrl worked a g a i n s t  t h e  n l ~ t n r k y  o f  t h e  hor~seholcl  o r  v i u a g c .  

By t h e  snme t o k e n s ,  c a p i  t n l l s m  p r o v i d e d  Farming hor~sehol .ds  w i t h  t h e  means 

nnd i n c e n t i v e s  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  n  porLion  OF t h e i r  p r o d l ~ c t s  f o r  c a s h  o l ~ t s i d e  

Lhc l o c a l i t y .  T h e s e  Eea turef i  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  promoted t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  a 

l n r g e  numhcr o f  p e a s a n t s  i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  wage-workers,  punhcd o n o t h e r  

J a t g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p e n s a n t r y  o u t  oC n g r i c u l t u r e  Lownrd m a n u f e c t u r i n g  

and s a r v l c e s ,  and g a v e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  n~lmher  o f  p e a s a n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u -  

n i t y  t o  hecome p r o s p e r o u s  c a s h - c r o p  f a r m e r s .  

I n  1111s r e g a r d ,  t h e  s t a t e  was a  powcrF111 complement.  The p r e s s u r e  

t o  pay t a x e s  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  and a d m i n t s t r a t i v c  

n p p a r n t u n  L r n n s l n t e d  n lmos t  i n c v i ~ n h l y  i n t o  a  p r e s s u r e  t o  mnrket  p r o d u c t s ;  

p c n o a n t s  needed  c a s h  t o  pay t a x e s .  More directly, a s  C a b r i c l  Ardant  h a s  

emphns izcd ,  s t a t e s  d e v e l o p e d  nn I n t e r e s t  t n  t l ~ e  m a r k e t i n g  o f  n i l  t h e  f a c -  

Lors  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  b e c a u s e  a  marke t  i n  l n n d ,  l a b o r  o r  commodi t ies  a s s i g n e d  

v l s i b l c .  r e g ~ ~ l a r  and t h e r e f o r e  e a s i l y  t a x a b l e  v a l u e  t o  tliem. L i k c w l s e  

n  c o n c e r n  w i t h  hnvj~rp ,  w e l l - d c f i n e d ,  r e n p o n s l h l e  11n1t.n from wl~lc.l~ t o  collect 

cnslr ,  l n h o r  and commodi t ies  l e d  s t a t e m a k e r s  t o  r e i n f o r c e  L I E  l c ~ n l  I d e n t i -  

t ies o f  h o ~ r s c h o l d s  and v i l l a g e s .  D e s p i t e  many I ~ e s i t a t t o n s ,  under  LIIC In- 

f l u e n c e  o f  an e x l g e n t  , i n d i s p c n s n b l e  I rnnr j ieo ls le ,  s t n L c s  hecame g u n r n n t o r s  

o r  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ;  i n  t h e  s l l o r t  r u n ,  t h a t  g l rnrnntcc  i n c r c n n c d  L ~ C  proml- 

n e n c e  o f  land-controlling h o u s e h o l d s  i n  a g r i c u l ~ u r n l  p r o d ~ ~ c t l o n ,  even  

though i n  t h e  l o n g  run  i t  becamc t h e  means by which h o ~ t r f i e u l s  l andowners  

squeezed  o u t  t h e  s m a l l  p e a s a n t r y .  F l n a l l y ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a l e s  wliich grew 

up w i t h  c a p i t a l i s m  g e n e r a l l y  promc~ted t h e  m a r k c t i n u  o f  n g r l c ~ ~ l t u r n l  prod- 

u c t s  a s  a  way o f  m n l n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  n r m i e s ,  s t a f f s  and c a p i t a l  c l t i c s .  

The p e a s a n t r y  o f  c n p i t a l i s m  and n t n t c m n k l n g  c l l f f c r c d  from i t n  cotln- 

t e r p a r t s  under  o t h e r  s y s t e m s  i n  a c v e r a l  i m p o r t n n t  r c g o r d s .  l ' l ~ e l r  v l l l n g c  

communities a s  s u c h  Lencletl t o  hnvc e x t e n s i v e  o h l l p , n L l n r ~ s ,  p r i v l l c g c s  and  

c o r p o r n t e  e x i s t e n c e .  C o r p o r n t c  k t n s h l p  Eroups  playccl n  r a ~ l ~ c r  11111mpor1nn~ 

p a r t  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  A  smnl l  h u t  s i g n i F l c n n t  f l o w  o f  pc:lsnnLn f e d  t h e  

w o r l d s  o f  c r a f t s  nnd commerce. I n  a b s o l ~ ~ t c  t e r m s ,  L l ~ c  n~lmhcr  o f  pcnn:lnte 

grew f o r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r l e e ;  ho t l i  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n c r c n s c  o f  Lhc pcns:tntry nnd 

t l i e  r o n v e r s i o n  o f  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  ( f o r  exnmple ,  t l ~ c  s l a s h -  

and-burn TaLar Cnrmers R.I!.F. S m l ~ l ~  shows 11s comlnfi under  R t ~ s n l n n  c o n t r o l  

i n  s i x t e c n t l i - c e n t ~ r r y  Kazan ' )  i n t o  peananLs con11 i h ~ ~ L e d  t o  l l ~ c  grawtli .  

T h a t  was t r u e  d e s p l t e  nn i m p o r t a n t  end  n c o c l c r n t i n g  cotmLcr-mvvemcnt of 

p e a s a n t s  I n t o  t h e  wor lda  o f  n g r i c ~ ~ l t u r n l  ancl t n d l l s t r l n l  wnl:c-l:lhnr. As n  

r e s u l t ,  t l ~ e r e  were  p r o h a b l y  more p e a s a n t s  t n  t lrc wor ld  -- t n  a b s o l ~ ~ L e  Lccms 

and i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s e n q e  o f  t l i e  word "pennant" -- r n r l y  In Lllc Lwcnt icLI~  

c e n t u r y  t h a n  t h e r e  e v e r  had been b e f o r e .  The  a h s o l ~ ~ t c  n ~ ~ m c r l c n l  d c c l  l n c  

i n  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p e n s a n t r y  most l l k c l y  hegnn no  more Llian a  few d c c n d e s  ago .  

The  momentous c r e a L i o n  nnd c l i m l n a t l o t l  o f  p e a s a n t s  i s  n n c  o f  L ~ I C  

g rand  themeq oC a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  r n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a p n r t l c c ~ l n r  s c g -  



mcnt oC t l ~ c  n g r l c n l  t o r a l  l ~ i s t o r y  o f  t h e  l a f i t  few c e n t ~ l r i e s ,  we con u s u a l l y  

a s k  wiL11 [r~.ofLt whnL relationship e x i s t e d  betwcen t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r u r a l  ex- 

p c r i c n c e  In qucsLion  and t h e  g r c n t  t r a n s f o r m n t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  w o r l d .  

T h a t  is  o n e  oE t h e  few q u e s t i o n s  a  h a p l e s s  r e v i e w e r  c a n  r e a s o n a b l y  a s k  o f  

t h e  f i v c  c l l s p n r n t c  books under  d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e .  

Four o f  L l ~ c  books ,  JL is  t r u e ,  i n c l u d e  t h c  word "pcasnnt"  i n  t h e i r  

t i t l e s ,  and LIIC  f i f t h  nvowcdly c o n c e r n s  " t h e  f a r m c r ,  t h e  p c a s n n t ,  and t h e  

a g r i c u l  L u r n l  workcr . "  D e s p i t e  t l ~ e  e l n s L i c i t y  oE words ,  however,  i t  i s  a  

l o n g  s t r e t c l ~  from s i x t c c n t h - c e n t u r y  Muscovy t o  Mexico o f  t h e  1970s.  To 

i n c l r ~ r l c  n ~ ~ l p ; n r i a  o f  t l i e  c n r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  and t l i c  P h l l i p p i n c s  o f  t h e  

pcrlocl  a f t . c r  World War 11 w i t h  Muscovy and Mcxlco,  and t h c n  t o  b r i n g  i n  n 

e c n e r n l  s u r v c y  o f  t h e  post-MedLeval Ellropean e x p c r i e n c e ,  we necd  a  n ~ b b e r y  

c o ~ i r a i n c r  Indccd.  Ahout t h c  o n l y  s e n s e  i n  whlch a l l  f i v e  books L e l l  p a r t  

o f  t l ~ c  Rnmc s t o r y  is t h a t  a l l  o f  Ll~em r e l a t e  some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  

l a s t  g r c n t  c y c l c  o f  c r e a t i o n  and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t s .  

Frank  1 l 1 1 g g c t ~ ' s  The  Land q u c s t l o n  and E ~ ~ r o p c a n  S o c i e t y  is  by f a r  t h c  

b r o n d c s t  o f  t l i c  fLve.  I t  is  a l s o  t h e  briefest, s l i c k e s t  and b c s t - i l l u s -  

t r i ~ t c c l .  In n h o t ~ t  115 pages  o f  t e x t ,  45 p a g e s  o f  p l c t u r c q  and 1 3  p a g e s  o f  

n o t c n  nnd h l l l l i n ~ r a p l ~ y ,  I l ~ ~ g g e t t  a t t e m p t s  IIO less t h a n  a  gcncrnl .  h i s t o r y  o f  

Europcnn n g r n r i a ~ ~  c x p e r l e n c c  s i n c e  t h e  l a t e  Middle  Ages. What i s  more,  h e  

s c c k s  t o  s k c t c l ~  t h e  d i f f e r c n c c s  amonp, F ive  l a r g e  r e g i o n s :  t h e  N o r t h w e s t ,  

Lhc C e n t e r ,  t h e  N o r t h ,  t l i c  S o u t h  and t l i e  EasL. Small  wonder t h a t  Lhe b a s i c  

nrglumcnte a r c  s k c t c h y  and ~ ~ n c o n v i n c i n g .  'The wonder i s  t h a t  H ~ ~ g g e t t  n e v e r -  

~ l ~ c l c s s  m:lnngcs t o  make t h e  a c c o u n t  interesting and i n f o r m n t i v c .  

The book'fi o r g n n i z i n g  themes run somct l i ing  l i k e  t h i s :  s ~ ~ h s i s t e n c e  

f a r m i n g  d o ~ n i n o t c d  E ~ ~ r o p c n n  n g r i c u l t u r c  u n t l l  q u i t c  r c c c n l l y .  P e a s a n t s  

l a c k e d  t h e  mcnns, and l a n d l o r d s  t h e  I n c c t ~ L L v c s ,  t o  b r e a k  o u t  o f  a  p o o r ,  

i n c C f J c l c n t  and c o n f l j c t - r l d c l c n  sys tcm.  The m a r k e t s  c rcaLcd  by t h e  e i g h -  

t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  growLh o r  towns f i n a l l y  commnnrlcd c11anl:cs I n  n g r l c t ~ l t t ~ r n l  

t e c l i n i q u e s  nnd o r j i n n l z a t i o n  w l ~ l c h  b r o k c  up t l ~ c  o l d  s y s t c m ;  t h a t  L r n u s f o r -  

mat ion  c o n t i n ~ ~ c d  i n t o  t h e  L w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  In Lhc p e r i o d  f i lncc  Worlrl 

War 11. govcrnmcnt j n t e r v e n t i o n  and Lhc l n d u s t r t n l  i z a ~  In11 o f  fnrmlna  lmve 

r e v e r s e d  a n  age-o ld  r e l n t i o n s h l p ,  making t h e  c o l ~ n l r y s i d e  d c p c n c l e ~ ~ t  on l h c  

town a s  n e v e r  b e c o r e .  I t  t a k e s  somc a g t l i t y  t o  f l t  Llrc Inr);cr .  commcrcinl  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n l e r p r i f i e s  o f  e n r l y  modern Europe  ( l o r  cxamplc.  t h c  g r e n t  cs- 

t a t e s  o f  E a s t  P r u s s i n  and Lhc S p a n i s h  woolgrowcrs  o f  t h c  M c s ~ n )  i n t o  s ~ r c l ~  

a  schemc; l l l rggett  h u s t l e s  t t ~ r o ~ ~ g l ~  t l i e  d l  f  f lc11l t y  by s l r e : ; s l ~ ~ g  t h c  i n e l f  l- 

c i e n c y  and e x p l o i t n t i v e  c l l n r n c t c r  o f  Lhose c n t . c r p r i s c s :  Iic docn n o t  t r y  LO 

e x p l a i n  why t h c  marke t  c o n d i t i o n s  which made them p o s s l b l c  ~ l i c l  n o t  n l s o  

make a  more productive s m a l l - f i c a l c  p e a s a n t  a g r i c u l t u r e  poss1 l ) lc .  

I l ~ ~ g g c t t ' s  a rgument  l e a v e s  I J t t l c  p l a c e  f o r  somc o f  Lhc h n s l c  proccfi-  

s e s  whLch a f F c c t e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  r u r a l  l i f e  b e f o r c  t l i c  n i n c L c c n t h  c e n t u r y ;  

t h e  p r o l c t n r i a n i z a t i n n  o f  a  s u b s t n n t l n l  p a r t  o f  ~ t ~ c  ngrLc111L11rnl populnLlon ,  

t h e  g r e n t  r i s e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y a i d c ,  :~nd  t h e  c c n s c l c s s  f l o w  

o f  m i g r n n l s  w i t h i n ,  t o  and  from r u r a l  n r e n s .  T l ~ c  n n n l y s l s  n l m f i t  complc tc -  

l y  m i s s e s  Lhc pervasive, growing  impact  o f  n a t i o n a l  s t n L c s  ne  t n x c r s ,  c l r n f t -  

e r s  and t = x p r u p r l a t o r s  o f  r ~ ~ r n l  r c s o l l r c c s ,  n s  p r o m o t e r s  o f  m n r k c t l n p .  a n  

a l l i e s  o f  c n p l t a l i s t  l a n d l o r d s .  T t  1s n o t  s l m p l y  Llinl I ~ I I ~ ~ . C L L ' S  f o r e -  

s h o ~ t e n c d  s u r v c y  o m i t s  i m p o r t a n t  d e t a i l s  and q11nliticnL11111s. T I I  r e l y i n g  

on n  c o ~ ~ v c n t l o n a l  b e f o r e / a f t c r ,  s u b s l s t e n c c / m n r k c t .  t r n d l ~  lonnl  /modern 

modcl o f  a g r a r i a n  c l ~ n ~ i g e ,  i t  C n l s i f i c s  t l i c  Europcnn c x p c r l c n c c .  

~ a l s l f i c a t i o n  i s  t l i e  l a s t  c l ~ n r g c  t h a t  could  he  l n l d  ag:rin~t.  R.E.F. 

s m i t h ' s  Pcasa l i t  Farming Muscovy_. Thc  a n a l y s i s  is s n  pr~ t r lcn t  . t c n L ~ r L l v c  

and r c s p o n s l v c  LO gaps  and ~ ~ n c c r t n i n t i e s  I n  t l ~ c  c v i d c n c c  a s  n ln~osL t o  cl ls-  

a p p e a r  i n t o  palre d e s c r i p t i o n .  I f  I l u g g e t t ' s  book prats 11s I I I  n  n t rcnm which  

[lows s o  f a s t  t h a t  i t  c o n s t n n t l y  Lhrentc t l s  Lo c a r r y  u s  nwny. 111 Sml th 'n  wc 



l l n d  o ~ ~ r s c l v c s  h i k i n g  a  d r y ,  r o c k - E i l l c d  s t r e a m b e d ,  sLumbling h c r c  nnd 

c l a r n l ~ c r l n g  Llierc,  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  odd o h j e c t s  t h e  s t r e a m  h a s  l e f t  b e h i n d ,  

b n t  wls l i ing  f r c q u c n l l y  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  would r e t u r n  t o  r e f r e s h  o u r  f e e t .  

The t c x t s  a r c  r a r c  and d l f l i c n l t ,  ancl Smi th  s t i c k s  c l o s c  t o  111s t e x t s .  

They l e a d  l ~ i m  from t h e  Mongol j n v n s i o n s  t o  a h o n t  Lhc m l d d l c  o f  t h e  scven-  

t c c n l l ~  century. Tlic hook b c g i n s  w i t h  s d j s c u s s i o n  o f  t l i e  c h n r a c t c r i s t i c  

o r g n n l z a t i o n  o f  ~ l i c  p e a s a n t  p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t .  Its emblems a r c  t h e  p l o u g h ,  

Llic s c y l h c  and 1l1c a x e :  t i l l a g e ,  s t o c k - F e e d i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g .  

S m J ~ h ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  p i c k s  Lts way from t e x t s  t o  a n  extremely t e n t a t i v e  

1 o c a l l z n L i o r i  o f  d i f f e r e n t  implcmcnts  and p r a c t j c e s  i n  Limc and s p a c e :  i s  

t h c r c  any c v i d r n c e  For p e a s a n t  u s e  o f  t h c  p lough  i n  t h e  Novgorod t e r r i t o r y  

a t  Llie mirldlc o r  t l i c  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ?  ( P r o b a b l y  n o t :  s e e  p. 25 . )  flow 

mnch d l t l  Lhc p c a s a n l s  OF Muscovy r e l y  on t h e  f o r e s t ?  (A l o t :  s e e  pp. 47- 

4 9 . )  Clvcn  f o n r  h y p o l h e t i c a l  fa rms  ( a l l  o f  9-15 h e c t a r e s ,  b u t  h a v i n g  r e -  

s p c c t i v c l y  two t h i r d s ,  o n e  t h i r d ,  o n e  f i f t h  and none  o f  t h e  h o l d i n g  i n  Iiay- 

f i e l d s ) ,  what was l l k c l y  t o  Iinvc bcen  t l i c  n e t  h a r v e s t  o f  r y e  on cacli? (The 

e q i ~ i v n l e n t  In plldc, o f  a )  262-524 kilograms, b) 524-7116 k i l o g r a m s ,  c )  524- 

1048  k i l o g r a m s ,  d )  786 k i l o g r a m s :  s c c  p .  8 7 . )  

T h i s  lnsL I s  a b o u t  t l i c  l i ig l ies t  l e v e l  OF s p e c u l a t i o n  and  p , c n e r a l i z a t i o n  

L l ~ n t  Smltli p c r n ~ i L s  I i i m s c l f ;  i t  h c l o n g s  t o  a  " p r o d u c t j o n  and c o m s ~ ~ m p t l o n  

model" prcscnLcd " i n  o r d e r  t o  t r y  t o  s c e  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  what t h c  

h n s i c  r ~ n l t  o f  Russ ian  p c a s o n l  l i f c  was l i k e  a s  r e g a r d s  g e t t i n g  a  l i v e l i h o o d  

and what Llic r o u g l ~  t e c l ~ n i c a l  l l m i t s  were  w i t h i n  which i t  c o u l d  o p e r a t e "  ( p .  

9 4 ) .  

l l e s l t n n t  and apoJogcLic  wlicncvcr h e  r e a c h e s  t h a t  d c g r e e  o f  n b s t r a c -  

t i o n  , Sniitli p r e f e r s  t h e  c l o s e ,  c r i t i c a l ,  p l ~ l l o l o p , i c a l  cxamlna t  ion  o f  p a r -  

L i c n l a r  L c x t s .  L a t e r  i n  t l i e  hook ,  ~ i c v e r t h c l e n s ,  lie p r o v i d e s  r o u g l ~ l y  p a r n l -  

l c l  d c s c r l p L i o n s  o f  t l ~ r e c  f a r m i n g  r c g i o n n :  Moscow ufl.d ( a s  r c v c a l e d  by 

v a r i o u s  d e e d s ,  c h a r t e r s  nncl r c g l s t c r s ) ,  T o r o l ~ c t n  ( f r o m  a  s i x t c c n L h - c e n t t t r y  

i n q n i s i L l o n  r r g i s t c r )  and Kaz;ni' ( f r o m  n s u r v e y  o l  1565-1 568) .  No compar l -  

s o n s  o r  g c n c r a l i z a t i o n s  cmergc from t l i c  t h r e e  d r s c r l p t l o n s ;  I n s t c n d  they 

g i v e  way a b r u p t l y  t o  a  b r i e f :  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  pcns.lnL f a r m i n g  and LIIC  o t a t c .  

The book c l o s e s ,  a l m o s t  a s  a h r r ~ p t l y ,  w i t h  two unexpec ted  -- and t ~ n c l ~ n r n c -  

t c r i s t i c n l l y  undocumented -- c o n c l u s i o n s  o l  p . r c n ~  1ml~ort.ancc: f l r s t ,  L I I ~ L  

s o  l o ~ ~ g  a s  l a n d  v n s  available on t l ~ c  c n s t c r n  r r o n c i c r ,  ~ l i c  pcn.;ant t c n c m c ~ ~ c  

and t h e  p e a s a n t  community were  c s s e n t i n l l  y  s c l  f - s r l s t a i n  l n g ,  nnd ~ l r o v l t l c ~ l  

I L t t l c  o p p o r t ~ l n i l y  f o r  o u L s i d c r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  Llic s t n t c )  L O  c x c r t  c o n t r o l  

o r  e x t r a c t  a  s r t r p l ~ ~ s ;  s c c o n d ,  t h a t  i t  Look L I I C  end o f  c o l o n l 7 n ~ l o n .  "LIIC 

dcve lopmcnt  r ) F  e s t a t e s ,  a t h r e e - f i e l d  o r g n n l x n i i o n  and r;crldc,m" t o  b r c n k  

up t h e  s e l f - s n s t a i n i n p  s y s t e m  and open t h e  way t o  cconomlc ~ t o w t l i  h a s c d  on  

a g r i c u l  Lurc  (11. 2 4 0 ) .  

John  I). n c l l ' s  P c a s a n t s  i n  Powcr t r a n s l n t c s  11s t o  thrl s u r ~ t l ~ c n s t c r n  

e d g e  o l  t l i e  S l a v i c  w o r l d  and  i n t o  Lhe twcntLcLli c c n t l l r y .  At t l ~ c  s t a r t  o f  

Be1 1's clioscn p e r i o d  o f  1899-1923, B u l g a r J n  wnq a  s m a l l ,  poor  c n u n t r y - l n -  

the-making c a n g h t  bctwceri t h e  d c c l l n l n g  Ot toma~i  Cmplrc atid Llic st 111-migli1.y 

f o r c e  o f  A ~ ~ s L r i n - l l u n g a r y .  T h l s  r e g i o n  OF pc;tsant smnl l l io l r lc rs  n o t  o n l y  pro-  

duced a v i g o r o u s  p e a s a n t  p a r t y ,  t h c  l 3 u l g n ~ i n t i  Agrnr lnn  Nnt ionnl  I ln lon ,  hilt 

a c t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r  Lo t h e  p r c m i c r s l ~ i p  f o r  n c a r i y  f o u r  y e a r s ,  

o n l y  t o  s e e  him mttrdcred and t h e  p a r t y  ~IiaLLerecl  111 L l ~ e  ml l f t a r y  coclp o f  

J u n r  1923 .  I n  t h e  mcantimc, t l i e  a ~ r a r i a n n  had installed programs o f  land  

d j s t r i b r ~ t i o n  t o  t h c  l a n d l e s s  and OF compulsory  Labor n c r v i c c ,  In nddi t i o n  

t o  a t t e m p t i n g  c t l u c a t i o n a l  and a d n ~ i n j s t r n L i v c  r r f o r n ~ s .  

Tlic most  lmporLant l c a d c r  OF t l i l s  extraordI11.1ry pco.;anL movcnlcnt . 

w7s Alexander S ~ a m h o l i s k i ,  n  j o u m a l L s L - t e a c l ~ c r  o f  pc:Isant s t o c k ,  anrl t l i r  

p r i n c i p a l  s u b j c c ~  o l  D e l l ' s  a t t c n t l o n .  Rorlgl~l y  lial f  Lhc book d c n l s  v l t l l  

t h c  c x p c r i c n c e s  o f  Ht r lgar ia ,  o f  DANU and  o f  SLnmbol l s k i  from tlrc lnLc  n l n c -  



t c c n t l ~  c e n t u r y  I n t o  World War C .  Thc second h a l f  o f  t h e  book t a k e s  u s  

from Bu l l > ~ r i n ' s  m i l i t a r y  d i s i n t e g r n t i o n  o f  1 9 1 8 ,  throllgli t h e  near -coup  

wlilch b r o u g h t  t o g e t l i c r  r e b c l l j o u s  t r o o p s  and A g r a r i a n  l e a d c r s  i n  Septcmhcr  

1918 ,  p n s t  t l ~ c  e i c c t i o n s  o f  August  1919  which madc IIANU t h e  l e n d i n g  p o l i t -  

l c n l  p a r t y ,  1nt.o S t a m h o l i s k l ' s  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  c o a l i t i o n  government i n  

OcLohcr 1919, n c r o o s  t h c  p e r l o d  oC political maneuver ing ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

d ip lomacy nncl J o m c s t i c  r c f o r m ,  up t o  Llie r j g h t - w i n g  coup  ( i n s p i r e d  p a r t l c -  

~ t l n r l  y  by Stnmbol i s k i ' s  I ~ o s t i l  j t y  t o  a  Elacedonian g t l e r r i l l n  movement much 

f a v o r e d  hy B t ~ l g n r i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s )  which ended t h a t  r a r e  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  

a g r n r l n n  J c n c l e r s l ~ i p .  

nc l  1 nvo i d s  n l  1 t h e  e n ~ b e l  l i s h m c n t s  wit11 wliich biographies s o  o f  t c n  

n r r i v c  t h c s e  d n y s :  no d c e p  r e a d i n g s  o f  t c x L s ,  n o  p s y c h i a t r i c  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  

no  aLtclnpt t o  i n f l a t e  S t n m b o l i s k i ' s  e x p c r l c t i c e  inLo a  Type o r  n  U n i v e r s a l .  

Ilc n~nkcs  110 p n r ~ i c ~ ~ l n r  e f f o r t  t o  p o r t r a y  S t a m h o l i s k l  o r  h i s  i n t e r l o c u t o r s  

a s  f l e s l ~ - a n d - b l o o d  c h a r n c t c r s .  ( T l ~ c  o n l y  n o t a b l e  c x c c p t j o n  is  riel 1 ' s  s p e c -  

t l l a t i o n  thnL S ~ n m h o l j s k i ' s  e x p e r i c n c c  a s  a  womani.zcr may have  "hc lped  Ilim 

Lo c s t n b l i s l i  r a p p o r t  w i t h  Lloyd-Gcorge" d u r i n g  S t a m b o l l s k i ' s  1920  t o u r  o f  

K11ropcn11 c n p l t n l s  i n  s c a r c l i  o f  n  b c t t c r  p e a c e  s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  B u l g a r i a . )  

n e l l  d c l i v c r s  unadorned p o l i t i c a l  b j o g r a p h y :  t h e  c c n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r  c o n s i s t s  

p r i m n r l l y  o f  a  s c t  o f  d o c t r i n e s ,  a  s c t  oE programs and n  s e t  o f  a c t i o n s :  

t h e  b l o g r a p l l c r ' s  j o b  i s  t o  n a r r a t e  and r e c o ~ i c i l e  d o c t r i n e ,  progrnm and a c -  

t i o n .  Tllc r c n d c r  wlio is conccrned  w i t h  Lllosc m a t t e r s  -- and  wlio a l reac ly  

knows c n o u e l ~  nbout  t l ~ c  Balkan c o n t e x t  t o  avoicl t r i p p i n g  I n  t h c  d c n s e  under -  

h r ~ l s l i  o f  nomcs, p l a c e s  and  e v e n t s  -- w i l l  l e a r n  p l c n t y  from P e a s a n t s  j11 

Powcr. l ' l ~ o s c  who s e e k  g c n e r e l i z n t j o n s  a b o u t  p e a s a n t  p o l l  L j c s  o r  a b o u t  t h e  - 
Balkans  w l l l ,  I ~ o w e v c r ,  liavc t o  g e n e r a l i z e  f o r  t l ~ e m s e l v e s .  

111 t l ~ n t  r c g n r d .  B e n e d l c t  K e r k v l l e t ' s  The Ilnlc R e b e l l i o n  t r i e s  much 

I in rdcr .  Kcrkvl lcL is s e l f - c o n s c i o ~ ~ s l y  conccrned  t o  e x p l a i n  a  mnjor  r l l r a l  

r c b e l l  i o n ,  t o  d o  no from t l i c  p e r s p c c t i v c  o f  t l i c  p n r L l c l p n n l  R ,  nncl 111 s o  

d o i n g  t o  garlgc t l i c  adequacy  o f  s t a n d a r d  cxplnnnLtons  o f  n g r n r l n n  r e v o l t .  

An i n l r o d u c t o t  y  c l ~ n p t e r  s k c t c h e s  t l i e  l l i s t o r i c n l  b n c k ~ r o ~ ~ n d ,  s t r ~ ~ c t u r c  and  

personr re i  o f  t h e  r e h e l l i o n  i n  a  s l n g l c  b a r r i o  OF c c n l r n l  I.uznn. From t h a t  

p o i n t  on .  Llic o r d e r  is c s s c n t l a l l y  c l ~ r o ~ ~ o l o g i c n l  : r l ~ c  n g r n r l n n  nnd pol t t i c n l  

h i s t o r i e s  o f  c e n t r a l  L.uzon b e f o r e  World War I I ,  t l i c  r c s l s L n n c c  t o  t l i c  .Inpa- 

n e s c  o c c u p a t i o n  d u r i n g  t l i e  w a r ,  t l l c  Amcrlcan t ~ r r n l ~ ~ g  n ~ n l n s t  L I I C  r c p ~ ~ t c c l l y  

l e f t i s t  l l ~ ~ k b n l n l ~ a p  g r ~ e r r j l l a s  a t  t h e  cnd o f  L l ~ c  war ,  1.11c f n r n ~ n t l o n  o f  n  

p e a s a n t  m L l l t a r y  f o r c e  and i t s  movement toward opcn r c h e l l i o n  from 19/16 Lo 

1948, t h e  s r r ~ ~ g g l c s  w i t h i n  and a round t h c  r c h c l  mnvcnicnt d l ~ r l n ~  i t s  g rowth  

From 1948 t o  1951 .  T h r o ~ ~ g l i o u t  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  n ~ i d  n n n l y n f u .  L I I C  c x p c r l c n c c  

o f  t h e  b a r r i o  San R i c a r d o  l n t e r w e n v e s  w i t h  t h e  c x p c r i c n c c  o f  c c n l r n l  I,IIZOII. 

K c r k v l i c t ' s  l n t c r v l c w s  i n  San Ricnrdo  nnd c l s c w h c r e  (wlrfcli Includccl a  

dozen  p r i s o n  m c c t l n g s  w i t h  s t i l l - j a l l c d  l l ~ ~ k  r c b c l ~ )  e n v c  him Lhc manns o f  

b u j l d i n g  p e r s o n a l  I ~ i s L o r i e s  and r c c o l l c c t l o n s  i n t o  1.11~ n n r r n t l v e .  Almout 

a l l  t h e  c l inpLcrs ,  i n  f a c t ,  b e g i n  w i t h  e f f c c t j v c  pcrso l ln l  v t g ~ ~ c t t c s  b c f o r c  

p r o c e e d i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  n n n l y s i s .  I n  nclcllLLon t n  t l ~ c  i ~ ~ L c r v l c w s ,  Kcrk- 

v l j e t  d rew on  some 1 , 2 0 0  c a p t u r e d  lluk d o c u m c ~ ~ t f i  nnrl n  wldc  s ~ ~ r v c y  o r  Lhc 

P h i l i p p i n e  p r e s s  o f  t h e  t i m c .  The r e s ~ r l t l n g  nccount  inoven c n s i l y  amon8 

n a r r a t i v e ,  q u o t a t i o n  o f  t e x t s  and  t e s t i m o n i e s ,  p c r s o n n l  n n c c d o t c  nl~cl shrcwd 

a n a l y s i s .  IL r c m a l n s  c o n c r e t c ,  w i t h  n  m i n i m ~ ~ m  o f  c o n c c p t ~ ~ n l  nppnrn t t l s .  

T l ~ r o ~ ~ g l i o u t  t h e  a c c o u n t  Kerkvl icL c a l m l y  communicates 111s sympntliy w l L l ~  h i s  

s u b j c c t ,  w i ~ l ~ o u t  becoming v a c u c ,  sen t imenta l .  o r  f i l o g n n c c r l ~ i g .  

F o r L ~ ~ n a t c l y  f o r  t h e  rcaclcr  wlio 11.1s become l o s t  In t l i c  I ' l ~ l L i p p l n e  

I ~ i n t e r l a n d ,  K c r k v l i e t  c l o s e s  I l l s  book w i t h  n  c l c n r ,  c n r c f u l  nt:ltcmont o f  - 
h i s  p r i n c i p a l  c o n c l ~ l s i o n s .  I n  t h e i r  g c n c r a l  form, t h e y  run :  1.  A comhln- 

a t i o n  o f  d e c l  l n i n g  economic p o s i t  ion  o f  L I I C  p c n s n n t r y  a n d ,  c s p c c l n l  l  y ,  d c -  

t c r t o r a t l n g  t i e s  between p e n s a n t s  and I  nnd l o r d s ,  proclt~ccd LIIC fundnmcntnl  



g r i . c v a n c e s  o f  t h e  r e b e l s .  2 .  The " . . . p r o t e s t . i n g  and r e b c 1 , l l o u s  v i l -  

I .n@ers b c l  icved t h e i r  a c t i o n s  were  j u s t i f i e d "  (p .  2 5 2 ) .  3. " P e a s a n t  de-  

mands wcrc  modcrn tc ,  n o t  r a d i c a l "  (p .  2 5 4 ) .  4 .  The r e b e l l l o n  was n  l a s t  

r e s o r t  a f t e r  many o t l ~ c r  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o p e  and  t o  demand r e f o r m  had f a i l e d .  

5. R e l ) r c s s l o ~ i  hy t l i e  government and hy n g r a r i a n  e l i t e s  p ~ ~ s h c d  t h e  p e a s a n t  

movement from p r o t e s t  t o  open  r e b e l l i o n .  6 .  L e a d e r s  h e l p e d  s h a p e  t lre r e -  I 
b e l l  i o n ,  11111 t h e y  were  f a r  Crom c r e a t i n g  o r  I n c i t j n l ~  I t .  7.  C o l o n i a l  r c -  I 
glmcs ( r e a d :  tlrc U.S.A.) and l o c a l  e l i t e s  worked "hand-in-hand a g a i n s t  t h e  

p e a s a n t s '  p ro te f i t r?  and r e b e l l l o n "  and t h e r e b y  c o n t r l b u t e d  t o  a g r a r i a n  (In- 

r e s t  ( p .  2 6 6 ) .  8 .  U l t l m a t e J y ,  t h e  move men^'^ " e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t o r e  a  f a d i n g  ! 

t r n d l ~ i o n n l  n g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  b r o u g h t  some l i m i t e d  r e p r i e v e s ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  

same t i m e  increasing t h e  s o c i a l  d l s t n n c e  between p e a s a n t s  nnd t h c i r  Cormcr 

pa t ronf i"  ( p .  267) .  The c o n c l u s i o n s  a r c  v e r y  mt~ch i n  t h e  f i p l r i t  o f  E r i c  

W o l f ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t r l r y  p e a s a n t  warn ,  a s  w e l l  a s  .James S c o t t ' s  I 

I 
d f s c u s s l o n n  o f  t l i e  p e a s a n t  "moral economy ." They d i f f e r  r a t h e r  more from 

J c f f e r y  I'nigc'fi c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  forms o f  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  o r -  

g n n i e n t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  n g r i c u l t u r c ,  and most e m p l ~ a t i c a l l y  from t h e  s o r t  I 
o f  s t r a t e g i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  r u r a l  r e b c l l i o n  which grew up w i t h  t h e  " c o u n t e r -  

i n s u r ~ e n c y "  s L u d i c s  o f  Llic 1960s .  K c r k v l i c t ' s  e f f o r t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  what 

t lrc r c b e l s  were  a b o u t  from t h e i r  own p e r s p e c t i v e  works o u t  r a t h e r  w e l l ,  

and i n v J  t e n  g e n e r a l  i z a t i o n .  1 
n ~ ~ r c a ~ ~ c r n t s .  P o l i t i c i a n s ,  and  I ' easan ts  i n  Mexico,  by M e r i l e e  GrSndle .  

c o n t r a s t s  s l ~ a r p l . y  wFth Kcrkvl . J .e t ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  Ilukn. The s u b j e c t  1.8 

t h e  implementa t  ion  O F  contemporary  rural-devc.lopmcnt pol i c y ,  t l i e  o b j e c t  

o f  s t u d y  n  s e t  oC i n t e r l o c k i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  Crom t h e  t o p  

down, t h e  nrgumcnt heavy w l t h  c o n c e p t s ,  m o d e l s ,  f o r m a l  compnr isons  and 

s t n t l s t i c a l  t a b l e s .  Tn s h o r t ,  i t  smacks OF contemporary  American p o l i t i c a l  'i 

s c i e n c e .  

As G r i n d l e  l a y s  o u t  h e r  t o p i c .  i L  h a s  f o u r  ~ e n e r a l  components:  liow 

t h e  p o l i c y  p r o c e s s  works i n  Llic Mexico o f  t h e  1970s .  t h e  c l ra rncLer  oC bn- 

r e a u c r a c y  I n  a  Tli ird Woricl c o u n t r y .  Llie r o n t e x t  111 v l ~ l c h  n d ~ n l n  l f i t r a t i v e  

e l i t e s  make t h e i r  d e c l s l o n s ,  and t ire p c c ~ ~ l  i n r l t  l c s  o f  t h e  Elcxic;rn p o l i t l c n l  

s y s t e m .  To geL a t  t h e s e  l a r g e  problcmn,  s h e  f o l l o w s  n  s l n ~ l c  LmporLatrt 

agency, t h e  Compaiifa Naciona l  d e  S u b s i s t e n c i n s  r o p u l n r c s  (CONASUI'O) a s  JL 

engaged i n  tlre f o r m u l a t i o n  and nppl ic : r t lon  o f  r u r a l  dcvclojimcnL p o l i c y  

from t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a  new n a t i o n n J  n d m l n l s t r n t  ion i n  1970 I I ~  t o  L I I C  mlclille 

o f  1975 .  l l e r  c h i e f  s o u r c e  o f  e v l d c n c e  lfi a  s c ~  o f  npcn-entlcd i n t c r v l c w s  

w i t h  78 CONASUPO oCCic1al.s and 1 9  "memhers o f  t h e  Mcxlcnn ncndcmic commu- 

n i t y  and  ndmini f i t r t2 tora  111 o t h e r  government n ~ c n c l c s  who I I : I ~  f r e q u e n t  con- 

tacL wiLh CONASIJPO" ( p .  1 8 5 ) .  She  q ~ ~ o L c s  c x t c n s i v c l  y  from L I I C  in1 c r v i c w s  

t o  L l l u s t r a L c  major  p o i n t s  i n  t l i e  arRllmcnL, h u t  d o e s  not. o t l c m p t  n  f o r m a l  

a n a l y s i s  o f  L h e i r  c o n t e n t .  l h e  s t n L i s t l c a 1  t a l ~ l c s  a r c  1Lkr:wlfic I I l ~ l s L r n -  

t i v e :  t h e y  d e a l  main ly  w i t h  Mexicnn cconomlc n c L i v l t y .  nnd s c c o n d a r l l y  

w i t h  t l i e  o r g a n i z n L i o n  and  p e ~ f o r m n n c c  oC CONASIII'O. 

The p o l S L i c a 1  s c J e i i c c  b a c k ~ r o u n d  o f  t h e  s t r~c ly  shows I I ~  411 f icvcrnl  

o t h e r  ways. T h e r e  is Llre 1 S t e r n L l l r c  c i L ~ c l ,  wl~lc l i  d e a l s  wll 11 p n t r o n n g c .  

p o l i t i c s  and p u h l i c  admlnisLra tLon I n  I n d i a .  Clilnn. I t a l y .  L l ~ e  I ' l r i l lpp lncs  

and e v e r y  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I l r c r c  i f i  t l rc p n l n s t n k l n ~  dlnp.rnmmntlc 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a l t e r n a ~ l v e  r e c r u i t m e n t  p a t t e r n s  inLo Lhe b ~ ~ r c n ~ ~ c r a c y .  

Tlrere a r e  ~ l t e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on ~ h c  c o r r s t r a i n l n g  e f  Ccct  o f  Lhc fi lx-ycnr p r c n -  

i d e n L l a l  t e r m ,  a t  t i re end o f  wl~icir  most  incr~mhcnt  arlmln I sLrnLora  l o s e  t l l c l  r  

j o b s ,  new p e o p l e  t a k e  o f f i c e ,  and a  new set o f  proxrnms comes i n t o  b c l n g .  

T h e r e  is ,  most o f  a l l ,  t h e  r c p c n t c d  emphas is  on i n f o r a n 1  c x c l ~ a n g c  n e ~ w ~ r k s  

amotig o r g a n i z n t i o n s  a s  t h e  mechanisms by wl~ic l i  b r ~ r c n ~ ~ c r a t s  g e t  t l ~ c l r  w r k  

done: "The o f f i c j n l s  i n  CONASUPO who f i o t ~ f i l ~ t  t o  Corm~~LnLe nnd o p c r a t i o n n l i z e  

t h e  r u r a l  deve lopment  p o l i c y  f r e e l y  embraced srlch mcclinnisms a s  kinship rc- 



. 
I n t i o n s h i p s ,  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  p e r s o n n l  l o y n l t y ,  and c a r c c r  dcpendcncc  

I t o  nc l~ l .evc  t l ~ c i r  g o a l s .  111 tllc Mexl.can s y s t e m ,  t h c s c  i n d t r u m c n t s  a r e  r c c -  

ognizccl  a s  I~lp, l i ly c f f i c a c i o ~ ~ s  and l e g i t i n ~ n t e  mcnns t o  o b t a i n  program and 

p o l i c y  r c s 1 1 1 t s  . . . " (p .  1 7 6 ) .  As G r i n d l e  s a y s ,  t l ~ c  e f f i c a c i t y  o f  t h e s c  

lncnns nncl tllc c o r p o r a t e ,  m ~ t h o r i t a r l a n  c l ~ n r n c t c r  oE L I I C  r e g i n ~ e  a s  a  whole 

g i v e  u s  l i t t l e  r e n s o n  t o  e x p e c t  e i t h e r  n  f o r m a l  r a t i o n a L i 7 a t i o n  o f  Llic 

govcrnmcnt o r  .In e x l e n s i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  p o p u l a r  p n r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Mcxico. 

I t ideed,  Llic o n e  rura l -deve lopment  c f f o r t  s t u d i e d  by C r i n d l e  which d i d  i n -  

v o l v e  n  s e r i o ~ l f i  n t t c m p t  t o  encournBe g r a s s - r o o L s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  -- t l l c  

I:icld C o o r d i n a t i o n  proeram,  c n l l i n p ,  f o r  l o c a l  p e n s a n t  commlt tces  t o  h e l p  

d c f i n c  t h e  l o c a l  development p a l h  -- diccl h e l p l e s s  i n  i t s  c r a d l e ,  s t a r v e d  

by t l l c  p o l i t  i c a l  s y s t e m  and t h e n  s t r a n g l e d  by t h e  r e g i o n a l  power b r o k e r s  

whose p r e r o g a t i v e s  I t  L h r c a t c n c d .  

l'licse p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e s  and h e r  g e n e r a l  a n a l y s i s  l e a v e  G r i n d l e  w i t h  

110 c o n f i d e n c e  L l ~ n t  " m o d c r n i z a l i o n "  w i l l  n u t o m a t i c o l l y  r e c t i f y  Mexicsn I n -  

j t ~ s t l c c s ,  anel no more t h a n  wan hopes  t h n t  some unnamed change  w i l l  p romote  

democracy: "'l'llnt i t  is a n  a ~ i t l l o r i t n r i a n  and ul  t i m n t e l y  exploitative s y s t e m  

d o c s  n o t  secm t o  make i t  i n c o m p n t i h l e  w i t h  t h e  r c q u i r e m e ~ ~ t s  o f  economic de-  

ve lopmcnl ,  I t l J ~ ~ s t r  L n l i z n t l o ~ i ,  o r  modern mass s o c i e t y .  P e r l ~ n p s  t l ~ c  most 

L l ~ n t  cnn h c  I~opcd  i s  t h n t  p r c s s u r c s  Crom w i t l ~ l n  t l i c  reg ime w311 r o n t i n r l e  t o  

c n c o u r n p c  g r c n t e r  economic and s o c l o l  c q ~ ~ l t y .  i f  n o t  i r ~ c r e e s c d  p o l i t i c a l  

cqua l  l t y "  ( p .  IR3).  Once a g a i n  l t  a p p e a r s  t l i n t  c a p i t n l i s m  ancl t h e  s t n t s  

d o  n o 1  l o v c  p c n s n n t s .  Once a g a l n  we l e n r n  t h n t  S t  maLters  l i t t l e  t o  

o t h e r s  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  p e a s a n t s  l o v c  c a p i t n l i s m  o r  t h e  s t a t e .  

T l ~ c  r c n d c r  who comes From rcccr i t  work i n  Ellropean s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  t o  

t h e  s c c t l o n s o ~ i  pennant  l i f c  i n  a 1 1  t h e s e  books h a s  t h e  t e e l i n g  o f  I iavlng 

donc  RLp Van Wlnkle i n  r c v c r s e :  1110 s n o o z e  11ns e r a s e d  d e c a d e s  oC s c h o l a r s h i p .  

I t  i s  d l n c o n c c r t l n ~ :  t o  f i n d  no  s c r l o n s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  fertility, m o r t n l i t y . .  

m i g r a t i o n  and h o ~ ~ s c l i o l d  c o m p o s l t i o n ;  odcl 1.0 c t lcotlntcr  no  n n a l y s c s  o f  t l ~ c  

i n t e r p l a y  o f  k l n s l ~ i p ,  i n h e r i t n n c c ,  p r o p c r t y - l ~ o l d i n p ,  nnd p r o d l ~ c t  i o n :  c t l r l o r ~ s  

n o t  t o  h e  bludgeoned w i t h  p r i c e  s c r i p s .  e s L l m n t c s  o f  c n l o r l c  i ~ i t a k c  and 

o b s e r v n t i o n s  o f  c l . f m n t i c  E l i ~ c t u n t l o n s :  puzz l  i n g  Lo f i n d  s o  l  i t t  l c  o r  t l in t  

s o r t  o f  a n a l y s l s  o f  t h e  l lol~sellold economy i d c n t  l  f  i cd  wl t l ~  L l ~ e  name o f  

Chayanov; p r c p o s t c r o u s  t o  f i n d  S m i t l ~  d c c l n r l n g :  

I t  may h c  o b j e c t e d  t h n t  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  LI IC  I i l a t o r t n n  LO 

c o n c e r n  h lmse l  f wiL11 t.he d  l s c n s  i o n  o f  pcnsnt i t  c v c r y d ; ~ y  1  i  f c  on  

whirl i  t l ~ l s  work h a s  f o c u s s e d .  A f t c r  a l l .  I t  may b c  n l l c g c d ,  

i t  makes L i t t l c  impac t  on  L l ~ e  l ~ i s l o r l c a l  r c c o r d ;  I t  1 s  s o c i a l  

a n t h r o p o l o g y  o r  et l lnograplly r n t l ~ e r  t h a n  I l l s t o r y .  In t c r ~ n s  of 

t l l c s c  o b j e c t i o n s  i n  a  s c n s c  t l l c r e  c a n  b e  n o  p c n s n n l  I ~ i s t o r y ,  

and pcrl inps t h i s  book s l l o r ~ l d  noL h a v c  bccn aLLcmpLcd a s  111s- 

t o r y .  On t l i c  o t h e r  hand ,  RussJan h i s t o r y  I n  t l ~ c  pcriocl  d c n l t  

wit11 h e r c  w o ~ ~ l d  b c  s o  distorted wcre  its p c n s a ~ i t  d i m c n o i o ~ ~  

u ~ ~ r c p r c s e n t c d  t h a t  i t  would h c  n o n s e n s e .  To r c n l r l c t  p c n s n n t  

nppenrnnccs  on  t h e  h i s t o r i c n l  s c e n e  Lo t l iose  s i p , n l f l c . i n t  b11L 

e x c c p t l o n n l  o c c a s i o n s  when mass d t s t n r h ; ~ n c c s  l r 1 1 1 p 1  on L I I C  

pol i t l c ; ~ l  s t a g e  1 s  Lo compound t h e  d i s t o r t  Ion o f  t h e  c l o c ~ ~ m c n t s .  

I t  is a 1  l e a s t  a s  l ~ i s t o r i c a l l y  SmporLnnl t o  d e p i c t  t l ~ c  rtstlal 

l i  f c  o f  t h e  mass o f  s o c i e l y  a s  t o  f o c u s  on sltcll c a t a c l  yomlc 

c v c n t s  a s  t h e  n o m i n a l l y  p e n s n n t  r l s l n g s  ( p p .  238-239). 

Agreed,  y e t  i t  i s  amazing  t o  f i n d  t h n l  nn l ~ i s t o r l a n  f c c l s  s ~ ~ c l i  n  d c c l n r n -  

t l o n  is n e c e s s a r y  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  R r o ~ ~ d c l ' s  H- 

t e r r a n e a n .  

Nor I s  any  o f  o u r  f i v e  sLt ld lcs  r l l r c c l l y  o r l c n t c d  t o  tlic l s s u c s  w l t h  

which we bcgnn: t l i c  ndvancc  o f  c a p i t n l i s m  nnd o f  n n t i o n n l  s t n l c s .  



"Cnpl tn l l sm"  and " s t n ~ e "  a r e  m l s s i ~ i g  from l l u g g c ~ t ' s  i n d e x .  Impersona l  " m a r k c ~ s "  

provlcle IIIG c l o s e s t  b r u s h  wiLh c n p S t a l i s m .  B e f o r e  t h e  t w e n t S e t h  c e n t u r y  s t n t e -  

makers  l ~ n r d l y  r i g u r e  i n  h i s  a n n l y s c s ,  e x c e p t  n s  o c c n n i o n n l  promoters o f  p n r t l c -  

u l n r  a g r l c u l L t ~ r n l  p r a c l i c c s .  Sniitli d o e s  brcnk away From h i s  LcxLs a t  t h c  end t o  

s p e c r ~ l n t c  ahouL t l ~ c  cl lnnglng c o n d i t i o n s  which made t h c  Russ ian  p e a s a n t  community 

more v l ~ l n c r n b l e  t o  s t a t e  c o n t r o l  a s  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  movcd o n ;  i n  r e f l e c t -  

J n e  on t i l e  ~ c v e ~ i l . c c ~ ~ t l ~ - c c n t r l c y  Time o f  T r o ~ r b l c s  i n  Moscow uezd h e  l i k c w i s c  men- 

t l o n n  t l i e  l i k e l y  i m p o r t n n c e  o f  Llie g r e a l  u rban  marke t  and shows u s  t h e  lmpact  o f  

i n c r c n s l n g  L n x n t i o n ;  oLlierwlse h e  o f f e r s  u s  n o  s l ~ s t a i n e d  r e f l e c t i o n  on s t a t e m a k i n g  

nlid L l ~ c  cmcrgcnce  o f  t l i e  c a p i t a l i s t  world-econnmy. Pol i t  i c s  arid t h e  s t a t e  a r e  

n n L u r o l l y  omil1~rcseriL i n  B e l l ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  n n l g a r i n ,  b u t  n o t  i n  s u c l ~  n  way a s  

t o  l e n d  mucl~ l n s f f i h t  i n t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  among c n p i t a l f s m ,  s t a t e m a k i n g  and t l i e  

chnnglnp, faLc  o f  Llrc p c n s a n l r y .  K c r k v l i e t ' s  o t h e r w i s e  n d m i r o b l c  n n a l y s i s  is d i s -  

n p p o i n t i n g  In t h i s  r c g o r d ;  a f t e r  e n u m e r a t i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  p o s i -  

Lion o f  CcnLrnl 1.11zon's peasanLry  a s  " r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  growth ,  c a p i t a l i s m ,  and 

t h c  expnnsfon  o f  t l i c  ccntr ' i l l  government" ( p .  1 7 ) .  K c r k v l i e L  s e t L l e s  f o r  summing 

up L l ~ c  c c n ~ r : ~ l  p n l l t l c a l  problem n s  t h e  d e c a y  oC t r o d i t i o n e l  p a t t e r n s  o f  l o c a l  

p a t r o n n e e  ( s e e ,  c . g . ,  p. 25).  G r i n d l e ,  f i n a l l y ,  u n d e r t a k e s  s o  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  

l o o k  111 o L l ~ c r  d f r c c t i n ~ r s  t h n t  h e r  r c n d e r  r a p i d l y  ohandons any  hope  o f  l e a r n i n g  

from l ~ c r  nbnut  t l ~ c  J i v c s  o f  Mexican p e n s n n t s .  

I f  compclen t  n u t l i o r s  c h o o s e  o t l ~ c r  scrbJect-n t h a n  t h o s e  whlch i n L c r e s t  

me, d o  T linvc nny r i g h t  t o  compla in?  1 t h i n k  1 do.  For  i f  Lhesc  f i v e  s l ~ r d i e s  

n r e  any s i g n ,  nu Impor tan t  p a r t  o f  c o n t c ~ n p o r o r y  work on t l i c  p e a s a n t  c x p c r i e n c e  

is I g n o r i n g  t h e  r i c l l  r c t u r n s  o f  r e c e n t  Enropcnn I ~ i s t n r i o g r a p l i y .  More i m p o r t a n t ,  

S t  In [ n i l  l n ~  Lo ndvnnce o u r  r ~ n d c r s t n n d i n g  o r  C l ~ n t  momcntous p r o c c s s  o v c r  t h e  

I n s t  I ~ n l f - m f l l c n n i n m  which produced f i r s t  n  g r e a t  expanfiion and t h e n  n  h r u t n l  

cont rncLior i  o f  t l ~ c  pcnsanL way o f  l i f e .  


