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At f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  a n t l ~ r o p o l o g i n t s  and l i i s t o r l a n s  secm t o  have  hccn made 

f o r  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e i r  romance was bound t o  o c c u r .  o n c  might  t h i n k ,  and 

l i k e l y  t o  t h r i v e .  A f t c r  a l l ,  b o t h  n n L l ~ r o p o l o g l s t s  and l i i n t o r l n n s  tcnd  t o  

b e  f a s t i d i o t i s  a h o ~ ~ t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r ,  cvcn  wlicn tlicy a r e  hoping  r o  g e n c r n l  l z c .  

A n t l i r o p o l o g l s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  P r c q u c n t l y  ho ld  18p a s  nn i d e a l  t h e  form o f  

a n a l y s i s  which C l t f f o r d  C e e r t z ,  f o l l o w l n g  G i l h c r t  Rylc.  c a l l s  " t h i c k  d c s c r i p -  

t ion" :  t h e  g r n s p l n g  and r e n d e r i n g  o f  " . . . n  m u l t i p L l c l t y  o f  complex con- 

c e p t u a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  mnny o f  them sllpcrimposcd upon o r  k n o t ~ c d  I n t o  o n e  nn- 

o t h e r ,  which a r e  a t  o n c e  s t r a n g e ,  i r r c g r ~ l a r ,  nnd 1 1 1 r x p l l c l t  . . . " ( C c c r t z  

1973: 1 0 ) .  Jn s h o r t ,  t h e  interpretation o f  cr11 t u r e s .  

T h a t  c o n c e r n  s e t s  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  nnd I i i s L o r i n n s  o f f  from mnsL ccono- 

m i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g t s t s  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  n c l e n t i s t s .  E t l ~ n o g r o p h i c  ' i e l d  wnrk 

r e s e m b l e s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  a r c h l v a l  r e s e a r c h  more t h a n  i t  d o c s  t h e  s o c l o l o -  

g i s t ' s  s u r v e y  d e s i g n  o r  t h e  e c o n o m t s t ' s  n a t i l ~ n a l  income a c c o u n t i n g .  The 

Pago-Pago P r i n c i p l c  ( a s  Arnold Feldman o n c e  c n l l c d  i t )  t ~ n i L c n  t l ~ c m :  Wl~cncvcr 

some s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  h n z a r d s  a  world-wide ~ c n e r n l i z n t l o n  a b o t ~ t  economlc dc- 

ve lopment  o r  c h a n g i n g  f e r t j l i t y  p n t t c r n s ,  r e p o r t e d  I'cldman, somconc i n  t h e  

back row s t a n d s  t ~ p  and s a y s .  "But n o t  In I'ngo-Pagol" 'Tl~at  somconc Is I l k c l y  

t o  b e  a n  h i s t o r i a n  o r  a n  anthropologist. 

On c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  we c a n  d l s c o v c r  p o s s l h l c  g r o u n d s  f o r  d i s s c n n i o n  

between t h e  i n a m o r a t i .  I l i n t o r i a n s  Lcncl t o  b e  c s p c c i n l l y  concernml  n h o t ~ t  f i x -  

i n g  human a c t i o n s  i n  t i m e ,  w h i l e  h c l n g  l e s s  cnnccrncd  - o r  amhlvnlcnL - 
a b o u t  f i x i n g  them i n  s p a c e .  I n  n  g e n c r n l l z n t l o n  n h n r ~ t  c i g l i t c c n L I ~ - c c n L ~ y  

America,  a n  h i s t o r i a n  must b e  v e r y  t :nrcft~l  t o  plr lcc L l ~ c  st : i tcmcnt (nnd I t s  



d o c ~ ~ m c n t a t i o n )  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n e  o r  a f t e r  1776;  i f  i n f o r m a t i o n  from Ros ton  is  

n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  however,  i n f o r m a t i o n  from P r o v i d e n c e  o r  H a r t f o r d  may wel l  d o  

t l ~ e  j o b .  A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  band,  t e n d  t o  b e  much a t t a c h e d  t o  

p l a c e ,  and  somewhat more r e l a x e d  a b o u t  f i x i n g  human a c t i o n s  i n  t i m e .  The 

" n n t l ~ r o p o l o g i c n l  p r e s e n t "  f o r  a  g i v e n  v i l l a g e  may w e l l  s p a n  a  g e n e r a t i o n .  

I l l s t o r i n n s  tend  t o  b e  h e s i t a n t  o r  h o s t i l e  when i t  comes t o  t h e  u s e  o f  c a t e -  

g o r i e s  which were  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  own c o n c e p t u a l  a p p a r a t u s  - f o r  

example,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  c l a s s  t o  a n  e r a  b e f o r e  t h e  

m e r g e n c e  o f  t h a t  v o c a b u l a r y .  A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  q u i t e  r e g i ~ l a r l y  a p p l y  a n a l y t -  

l c  frnmeworks which would b e  u n f a m i l i a r ,  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e ,  o r  even  o f f e n -  

s i v e ,  t o  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e i r  s t u d y :  f o r m a l  models  o f  k i n s h i p ,  t r a c i n g s  o f  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  and  s o  o n .  The h i s t o r j a n ' s  g r e a t e r  a n x i e t y  a b o u t  

s i t u a t i n g  Irumnn n f f a i r s  i n  t i m e  co11ld v e r y  w e l l  b e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e r i o u s  mis- 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and d isagreemen t wiLh a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s .  

As t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t i m e ,  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  more t h a n  o n e  way o f  r o o t -  

i n g  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s  i n  t l m e .  L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  o n l y  two a l t e r n a t i v e s :  f i r s t ,  

t h e  s i m p l e  a t t n c l m c n t  o f  e a c h  a c t i o n  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime: s e c o n d ,  t h e  de-  

liberate a n a l y s i s  o f  c h a n g e  o v e r  t i m e .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e ,  we c a r c f r ~ l l y  

s i t u a t e  American r e a c t i o n s  t o  B r i t a i n  i n  1 7 6 5  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  B r i t a i n ' s  e f -  

f o r t e  t o  impose t h e  Stamp A c t ,  and r u l e  o u t  e v j d e n c e  from a f t e r  t h e  Stamp 

Act r e p e a l  o f  1766 a s  a  t a i n t e d  g u i d e  t o  American o r i e n t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r e -  

v i o u s  y e a r .  I n  t h e  second  c a s e ,  we p u r p o s e f u l l y  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  p r o c e s s  by 

which American o p p o s i t i o n  t o  B r i t a i n  c r y s t a l l i z e d ,  and t l ~ e n  deve loped  i n t o  a  

r e v o l r ~ t i o n a r y  c l u l l e n g e .  The second is  more complex t h a n  t h e  f i r s t ,  be- 

c a u s e  i t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f i r s t ,  and a d d s  t h e  problem o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c a ~ ~ s a l  

s e q u e n c e s .  

I l i s t o r i a n s  d o i n g  b o t h  t h e  s i m p l e  and t h c  complex r o o t i n g  o f  a n a l y s e s  

i n  t i m e  l iave r e c e n t l y  t u r n e d  t o  a n t h r o p o l o g y  f o r  i d c a s  and approac l lcs .  The 

t u r n  h a s  been  e s p e c i a l l y  v i s i b l e  among l ~ i s t o r i a ~ ~ s  who liave wanted t o  b u i l d  a  

r i g o r o u s .  autonomous s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  a  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  w l ~ i c h  was n o t  a  s i m p l e  

appendage  t o  p o l i t i c a l  o r  i n t e l l c c L t ~ a l  h i s t o r y .  I l l s t o r l a ~ ~ s  o f  f a m l l y  s t r u c -  

t u r e .  o f  p o p u l a r  movements, o f  p e a s a n t  l i f c  and OF s i m i l a r  ~ o p l c s  have  

r e a c h e d  Loward a n t h r o p o l o g y  f o r  i n s i g h t s ,  m e t l ~ o d s  and c x p t n n n t i o n s .  

Thc  pat11 from s o c i a l  h l s t o r y  t o  a n t h r o p o l o g y  11:1s ~ e n c r n l  l y  been i n -  

d i r e c t .  No d o u b t  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  s i n g l c  i n n o v a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  Las t  few d e c a d e s  was t h e  widespread  a d o p t l o n  o f  o n e  form n r  a n o t h e r  

of c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y :  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  a c c u m u l n t l o n  o f  m r ~ l P l p l e  l i f c  h i s -  

t o r i e s ,  o r  f r a g m e n t s  o f  l i f e  h i s t o r i e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e g g r e g a l e  Lhcm I n l n  a  

p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a  w l ~ o l e .  l l l s t o r l a n s  o f  

c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  have  looked  a t  t h e  o c c ~ ~ p a t i o n n l  l i v e s  o f  hundreds  o f  p e o p l e  

i n  o n e  c i t y  o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e n  compounded t l ~ e m  I n t o  r a t e s  o f  o c c ~ ~ p n t l o n a l  mo- 

b i l i t y  by c l a s s  o f  o r i g i n ,  by r e l l g i n n ,  by r a c e ,  by n a t l o n n l  background. by 

l o c a l i t y  o r  by some o t h e r  c r i t e r i o n .  Demographic h i s t o r i a n s  have  b r o u g h t  

t o g e t h e r  m u l t i p l e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  L n d i v l d r ~ n l  p e r s o n s  and e v e n t s  from I:cnstlses 

o r  v i t a l  r e c o r d s ,  l i n k e d  t h e  r e c o r d s  t o g e t h e r ,  and t h e n  r ~ s e d  t h e  l i n k e d  

r e c o r d s  t o  examine v a r i a t i o n s  i n  f e r t i l i t y ,  m o r L n l i t y  and n u p t l a l l t y .  I l ls-  

~ o r i a n s  o f  p o p u l a r  movements h a v e  c o l  l  e c t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  Ind l v l d u a l  

p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  connec ted  t h e  v a r i o ~ ~ q  s c r a p s  o f  e v i d e n c e  c o n c c r n l n g  t h e  same 

i n d i v i c l l ~ a l s  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e n  drawn from t h e  connec ted  s c r a p s  a n  a n a l  y a i s  

o f  t h e  movement 's  s o c i a l  c o m p o s i t i o n .  

I n  t h e s e  and many o t h e r  a p p l  i c a t l o n s  o f  c o l  l c c t i v c  h l o g r n p h y .  t h e  

p o i n t  is t o  move beyond t h e  g e n e r a l  Impress l rm o r  t h e  wcl 1 - c l ~ o s ~ n  cxnmple 

w i t l ~ o u t  l o s i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  what I~appened  t o  t h e  p v p u l a t i o n  a s  

a  whole .  Al though t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  c o l l e c t  l v c  h logrnphy 1 s  n o t  n ~ ? c c s s n r i l y  

i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  u s u a l  p r o c e d u r e s  rif : ~ n t l ~ r o p o l o ~ l s t s ,  Its I o g l c  I ~ a s  



much more i n  common w i t h  t h e  r o u t l n e s  o f  demographers  and s o c i o l o ~ i s t s .  I n  

i t s e l f ,  t h e n .  we might  have  e x p e c t e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  h l o g r a p h y  t o  

draw l ~ i n t o r i a r ~ s  nwny from a n t h r o p o l o g y  r a t h e r  t h a n  toward i t .  

I t  is t h e  I i m i L s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  s a t l s f y l n g  s- 
p l a n a t l o n s  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  w l ~ i c h  h a v e  o f t e n  d r i v e n  h i s t o r i a n s  toward a11111ro- 

po logy .  Take  d e m o g r a p l ~ i c  I l l s t o r y  a s  a n  example.  The c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  

o f  v i t a l  e v e n t s  and p o p u l a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  is a  powerfu l  way t o  r u l e  o u t  

bad e x p l a n a t i o n s .  I f  i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  f o r  example ,  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  d i f f e r e n c e  

bc twccr~  p e r i o d s  o f  r a p i d  growth  and  o f  s t a g n a t i o n  i n  t h e  deve lopment  o f  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  c l t y  is  t h e  r a t e  a t  w l ~ i c h  m i g r a n t s  come and go ,  t h e n  a n y  e x p l a n a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  g rowth  nnd s t a g n a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  

v i g o r  is a t  l e a s t  s e r i o u s l y  i n c o m p l e t e .  Yet t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  c o l l e c L i v e  b iog-  

raphy  1s n o t  i n  s u p p l y i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  b u t  i n  s p e c i f y i n g  what i s  

t o  b e  e x p l n i n e d .  H i s t o r i a n s  who h a v e  s p e c i f i e d  what i s  t o  b e  e x p l a i n e d  v i a  

c o l l e c t l v e  b i o g r a p h y  o f t e n  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t u r n i n g  t o  e x p l a n a t i o n s  s t r e s s i n g  

t h e  immedta tc  s e t t i n g  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  everyday  l i f e ,  o r  r e l y i n g  on  some- 

t h i n g  v a g u e l y  c a l l e d  " c u l t u r e " .  T h a t  moves them back  toward a n t h r o p o l o g y .  

The e v o l u t i o n  shows u p  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  p o p u l a r  p r o t e s t  and 

c o l l e c t l v e  a c t i o n .  L e t  u s  s t i c k  t o  F r a n c e ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  F r e n c h  and 

f r n n c o p l ~ i l e s  l ~ a v e  p l o n e e r e d  i n  s u c h  s t u d i e s ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h i s  symposium 

is t r a i n l n g  a t t e n t i o n  on  a  g r e a t  French  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o o l .  U n t i l  e a r l y  i n  

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d  French  a p p r o a c h  t o  p o p u l a r  p r o t e s t  and 

c o l l c c t i v e  a c t i o n  was t o  i n f e r  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  o r d l n ; ~ r y  p e o p l e  - " t h e  mob" 

t o  a u t l ~ o r s  on  t h e  r i g h t ,  " t h e  people"  t o  a u t h o r s  on  t h e  l e f t  - from g e n e r a l  

p r l n c l p l e s  o r  from t h e  pronorlnccmcnts o f  spokesmen, s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  o r  o t h c r -  

w i s e ,  o f  o r d i n n r y  p e o p l e .  The a t t i t u d e s  t h e n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  

c o l l c c t i v c  n c t l o t ~ .  M i c h e l e t ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  g r e a t e r  c n t l ~ u s t a s m  f o r  The P e o p l e ,  

was no  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t h a n  T n i n e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  

- 5 -  

The s o c i a l i s t  h i s t o r i a n s  who began t o  t h r i v e  toward World War T ( . Ic~I I  

, J u a r b s  and A l b e r t  Math iez  a r e  examples)  added s u b s t a n c e  LO t h e  n n a l y a l s  o f  

p o p u l a r  movements. h u t  s t i l l  worked maln ly  from t h e  t o p  down. I l l s t o r y  from 

below becamc a  g e n e r a l  and i n f l u e n t i a l  modcl f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o r  polrular  p ro-  

test and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t j o n  w i t h  t h e  work o f  Gcorgcs  L c f r l ~ v r e  from t h e  1920s 

onward; L e f e b v r e ' s  P a y s a n s  du Nord made i t  c l e a r  that .  t11c m a t e r i a l s  c x l s ~ c d  

f o r  a  r i c h  p o r t r a y a l  o f  r o u t i n e  s o c i a l  l i f c  and of o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  In somc- 

t h i n g  l i k e  t h e i r  own t e r m s ,  nod f o r  t h e  l i n k l ~ i g  o f  t h a t  p o r t r a y a l  WILII Rcller- 

a l  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  French  R e v o l u t i o n  mid o t h e r  maJoc p o l l t t c a l  c l ~ n n g c s .  I n  

t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  s t r i c t 0  s c n s u  e n t e r e d  t h c  s c c l ~ c  wit11 A l b e r t  

S o b o u l ' s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i f c  and compos l t io i i  o f  P n r l s l a n  working- 

c l a s s  n e i g l ~ b o r h o o d s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  R e v o l u t l o n ;  R J c l ~ a r d  Cubh's  t r e a t m e n t  of 

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m i l i t i a s ,  George  RudB's a n a l y s e s  o f  Llie p a r t i c i p a n t s  ~ I I  

major  r e v o l u t i o r ~ a r y  j o u r n 6 e s .  and many o t h e r  s t u d  l c s  a l o n g  t h e  same 1  i n c  c e -  

mented t h e  j o i n t  between c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g m p l ~ y  and French  r c v o l n L l o n a r y  

h i s t o r y .  

Yet t h e s e  a u t h o r s  and t h c l r  s u c c e s s o r s  soon  d i s c o v c r c d  L l ~ c  I  lmlLs o f  

c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y :  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r n p l ~ y  t o l d  them who was t h e r e  and some- 

t h i n g  a b o u t  how t h o s e  who w e r e  t h e r e  behaved ,  b u t  c o l l c c t i v c  b logrnphy d i d  

n o t  i n  i t s e l f  p r o v i d e  c o m p e l l i n g  e x p l : ~ n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b e l ~ a v l o r .  1n  t l ~ c  1 9 6 0 s  

and 1 9 7 0 s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r s  t u r n e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  Lo an t l i ropology  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  

e x p l a n a t l o n o ,  i n s i g h t s  and  methods .  Two b r o a d l y  a n t l ~ r o p o l o g l c a l  s t y l e s  o f  

work became prominent  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  pop111ar p r o t e s t  a ~ l d  c o l l c c t i v c  a c t i o n .  

The f l r s t  was t h e  c l o s e  a n a l y s i s  o f  Lhc c u l t ~ ~ r a l  m ; ~ t c r i : ~ l t r  used o r  produce11 

by h i s t o r l c a l  a c t o r s :  s o n g s ,  s a y i n g s ,  i c o n o g r a p h y ,  forms n f  r c t r i h u L L o n ,  and 

s o  on .  The  second we might  c a l l  " r e ~ r o s ~ e c t i v c  e t l ~ n r ~ g r a p l ~ ~ " ,  t l l r  e f f o r t  t o  

r e c o n s t i t u t e  a  round o f  l i f e  from t h e  b e s t  h l s t o r l c n l  c q u l v n l c n t s  o f  Llle c t h -  

n o g r a p l l e r ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  t h e n  t o  IISC t h e  r c c o n s t i L u ~ c d  routld o f  L i f e  11s n  



c o n t e x t  f o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c L i v e  a c t i o n .  I n  America,  N a t a l i e  Zemon 

D z ~ v i s '  s e n s i t i v e  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  French  c o n f l i c t s  i l l u s t r a t e  

t h a t  e f f o r t  t o  g i v e  a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  t o n e  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  I n  

F r a n c e  i t s e l f ,  Maur ice  A g r ~ l h o n ' s  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s o c i a -  

b i l . i t y  and symbolism i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  r i c h e s t  ou tcomes  o f  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  

a p p r o a c l ~ .  

I n  n l m o s t  n o n e  o f  t h i s  work was t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  academic  ao t l i ropology  

v e r y  f o r m a l  o r  v e r y  i n t r u s i v e .  The  work n e v e r t h e l e s s  d e s e r v e s  t o  b e  c a l l e d  

a n t l ~ r o p o l o g i c a l  b e c a u s e ,  a s  compared w i t h  p r e v i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  work,  i t  

s t r e s s e s  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  round o f  l i f e  bnd a body o f  meanings  from 

t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a  p a r t i c i p a n t  o b s e r v e r  o n  t h e  ground.  I t  a l s o  r e l i e s  on 

t h e  bor rowing  o f  i n s i g h t s  from o t h e r  e t h n o g r n p h i c s ,  b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l  and 

contemporary .  

T h a t  i s  where  t h e  A n n a l e s  and  i t s  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  come i n .  Unti.1 t h e  

19608,  p o p i ~ l n r  p r o t e s t  and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  o c c u p i e d  a  v e r y  modes t  p l a c e  

i n  t11e p a g e s  o f  t h e  A n n a l e s ,  and  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  most c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  Annnles  p l a y e d  no  more t h a n  a  s e c o n d a r y  r o l e  i n  s u c h  d e v e l o p m e n t s  

nn t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  i n t o  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  Rev- 

o l u t i o n .  But i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a t h o l i c  Annalcs  became a n  im- 

p o r t n n t  v c h i c l . e  f o r  s t u d i e s  o f  p o p u l a r  p r o t e s t  and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  T h a t  

was c s p c c l o l l y  t r u e  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l l y - t i n g e d  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

The  work o f  t h e  American N a t a l i e  Davis  and o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  E.P. Thompson f i r s t  

becnmc w i d e l y  known t o  French  a u d i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  pages  o f  t h e  Annales .  

T h e r e  was p l e n t y  o f  room f o r  t h e i r  French  c o u n t e r p a r t s :  Mona Ozouf,  Michc l  

V o v e l l e  nnd many o t h e r s  a l l  found t h e i r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l .  The Annales ,  

i t  seems, h e l p e d  promote  t h i s  r e c e n t  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y  and h i s t o r y .  

The p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Annales  h e l p e d  i n  o t h e r  ways a s  w e l l .  I n s t e a d  o f  

employing r e t r o s p e c t i v e  e t h n o g r a p h y  and t h e  s l l s t a i o e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  symbol ic  

s t r u c t u r e s  a s  a  means t o  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t l v e  n c t l o n ,  n  number o f  

Freuch  h i s t o r i a r ~ s  have  t a k e n  them up a s  wor thy  e n t e r p r i s e s  l n  t h e i r  owl 

r i g h t .  Tlie l i v e s  o f  p e a s a n t s  and a r t i s a n s ,  i n  p n r t l c u l n r ,  lmvc come In f o r  

a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s c r u t i n y .  Some o f  t h e  i n s p i r a t  loti f  lowed cl t r e c t  1 y  from 

Fecnand B r a u d e l ' s  program o f  T o t a l  H i s t o r y .  One o f  t h e  most I ~ n p r c s s l v c  

and i n f l u e n t i a l  examples  is Emmnnucl Le Roy L a d n r i e ' s  vasL 1 , o r t r a l t  nf  t h e  

p e a s a n t s  o f  Languedoc from t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  t h r o u g h  t l i e  e i ~ h t c c n t l ~  c e n t u r i e s .  

It f o l l o w s  t h e  program o f  T o t n l  H i s t o r y  i n  s y n t h e s i z i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on  

c l i m a t e ,  l a n d  forms ,  demographic  c h a n g e s ,  p r i c e s ,  n g r i c u l t l ~ r n l  t e c h t ~ o l o g y .  

r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  p o p u l a r  movements and power s ~ r u c t u r e s .  I t  f o l l o w s  t h e  

l e a d  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  i n  b u i l d i n g  much o f  t h e  a n n l y s l s  on  n  m a s s l v c  

p a r c e l - b y - p a r c e l  r e c o n s L r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  IISCU and  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  land  o v e r  

t h e  c e n t u r i e s .  The  r e s u l t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  book i s  p o w e r f u l l y  twn- 

d i m e n s i o n a l .  The c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  o f  t l i e  l a n d  p r o v l d e s  Lllc f l r s t  d i -  

mens ion ,  t h e  f l u c L u a t i o n s  o f  p r i c e s ,  p rodl lc t ion  and p o p u l : ~ t l o n  Ll~c second.  

I n  t h e  s q u a r e s  o f  t h e  two-d imens iona l  g r l d  1.e Roy Laclurlc i n s e r t s  

h i s  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  e thnography.  Otie s t u n n i n g  example I s  h i s  r c c o n s L r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  1 5 8 0  Mardi C r a s  f e s t i v i t i e s  i o  R o m n s ,  a  smnl l  c i t y  n e a r  t h e  ~ l ~ & i c  

s o u t h  o f  Lyon. T h e r e ,  i n  a  t i m e  o f  famlne ,  a r t i s a n s  and p e a s a n t s  "danced 

t h e i r  r e v o l t  i n  t l i e  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  cLty" b e f o r e  p u t t i n g  it I n t o  o p c r n t i o n .  

J e a n  S e r v e ,  a  p o p u l a r  l o c a l .  l e a d e r ,  donned a  b e a r s k i n ,  p l a c e d  h lmncl f  on  t h e  

c o n s u l a r  t h r o n e ,  d e c l a r e d  p r i c e  c o n t r o l s ,  and Led n  s e r i e s  o f  11 lznr re  c c r c -  

monial  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r i c h  o f  Romans. The e v e n t s  liave come t o  b e  

known a s  t l i e  C a r n i v a l  o f  Romans. T l ~ e  r i c h  s t r u c k  back ,  mnrdcrtny,  S e r v e  nnd 

many o f  h i s  companions.  "Thus cndccl t h e  C a r n i v a l  o f  Romans," w r l t e s  1.c Roy 

L a d u r i e ,  "a f a i l e d  a t t e m p t  t o  i n v e r t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d c r :  c v e r y t l ~ i n f i  wns p u t  

back  i n  i t s  p r o p e r  p l a c e ,  and t h e  domlnnnt c l a s s e s ,  a t  bny f o r  n  w l ~ l l c .  

l anded  back  on  t h e i r  f e e t .  To c o n f i r m  t h a t  r c t u r ~ l  t o  gond o r d c r ,  t h e  j u d g e s  



had t h e  e f f i g y  o f  J e a n  S e r v e ,  t h e  r e b e l  c h i e f ,  hanged u p s i d e  down, f e e t  i n  

t h e  a i r  and hcnd down" (LC Roy L a d u r i e  1966:  I,  3 9 7 ) .  S m a l l  wonder t h a t  

LC Roy L a d u r i e ' s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C a r n i v a l  g a v e  r i s e  t o  a  much-watched 

t e l e v l s i o n  d r n m a t i z n t i o n .  H L s  a h a l y s i s  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 

G c c r t z '  t h i c k  d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s t a n t  p a s t .  

A  number o f  F r e n c h  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  ro l lowed Le Roy L a d u r i e ' s  l e a d ,  

and o t h e r s  have  a r r i v e d  more o r  l e s s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a t  t h e  same p r o J e c t  o f  

i n t e g r a t i n g  e t h n o g r a p h y  i n t o  h i s t o r y .  Eugen Weber ' s  w i d e l y - p r a i s e d  P e a s a n t s  

l n t o  Frenclunen u s e s  t h e  l o c a l  c h r o n i c l e r s ,  commenta tors  and f o l k l o r i s t s  o f  -- 
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  and t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  a s  proxy  e t h n o g r a p h e r s .  Miche l  

V o v e l l e  and Yves C a s t a n  have  u n d e r t a k e n  t h e  c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  r o u t i n e  

w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l s  and  iconography f o r  t h e i r  s y m b o l i c  c o n t e n t ,  and f o r  t h e  

l i g h t  t h e y  shed  on  t h e  s y s t e m s  o f  meanings  w i t h i n  which p e o p l e  l i v e d  o u t  

t h e i r  l i v e s .  Many o t h e r  v a r i e t i e s  o f  a  b r o a d l y  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  

t o  h i s t o r i c a l  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  have  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e .  Much o f  

t h a t  work h a s  been i n i t i a t e d ,  i n s p i r e d ,  p u b l i c i z e d  o r  a c t u a l l y  d o n e  by 

h i s t o r i a n s  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Annales .  

I.et u s  c o n s i d e r  j u s t  two s a m p l e s  o f  f i r s t - r e t r o s p e c t i v e  e t h n o g r a p h y  

which h a v e  come from t h e  m i l i e u  o f  t h e  Annales:  The f i r s t  i s  ~ n d r 4 ?  

B u r g u i h r c ' s  B r e t o n s  d e  P l o z B v e t ,  t h e  second  Emmanucl Le Roy L a d u r i e ' s  &- 

t a i l l o u ,  v i l l a g e  o c c i t a n .  Tn different ways, b o t h  books i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

s t r e n g t h s  nnd t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  a l l i a n c e  between h i s t o r y  and a n t h r o -  

pology.  

~ n d r e  B u r g u i b r e  r e c e i v e d  o n e  o f  t h e  most flattering and c h a l l e n g i n g  

n s s i g n m e n t s  a  h i s t o r i a n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  some t ime.  I n  1 9 6 2 ,  a  team o f  

g c n c t i c i . s t s .  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  demogrnphcrs ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s  and  o t h e r  o b s e r v -  

e r s  had descended  o n  a  Bre ton  v l l l a g c .  The vil.lap,e was Pl .oz6vet:  t h e  

famous Plod6met o f  Edgar M o r l n ' s  Commune e n  France .  It had nbout  3 , 8 0 0  

i n h a b i t a n t s .  The g r o u p  had f l x e d  on  P l o z 6 v c t ,  among o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  bc- 

c a u s e  t h e  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  a  g e n e t i c a l l y - b a s e d  d e f o r m i t y  (a d i a p l n c e d  h i p )  s ~ ~ g -  

g e s t e d  a n  endogamous g e n e t i c  i s o l a t e .  Originally, t h e  team had cxc ludcd  

h i s t o r y  and h i s t o r i a n s  from t h e  i n q u l r y .  As t h e  p ~ o j c c t ' w o r e  on .  L l~cy  r e -  

c r u i t e d  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  B u r g u i b r e  t o  w r i t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e p o r t  o f  t l , c l r  find- 

i n g s .  B r e t o n s  d e  P lozBvet  is t h e  r e s u l t .  

B u r g u l B r e ' s  a s s i g n m e n t  had t h r e e  p a r t s :  f l r s t ,  t o  wr1t.c t h e  11Ist(1ry 

o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t ;  s e c o n d ,  t o  sum up nnd (whcrc  p o s s l h l c )  t o  l n t c e r n t e  

t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  b i v e r s c  f i n d i n g s ;  t h l r d ,  t o  w r i t e  t h e  I ~ i s t o r y  o f  ~ l o z 6 v c t  a s  

a  c o n t e x t  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f l n d l n g s .  Ile found f t  e a s i e r  t o  d o  t h e  

t h i r d  t h a n  t h e  second ,  e a s i e r  t o  do t h e  second  t h a n  t h e  f l r s t .  T l ~ e  book h e  

produced is f u l l  o f  v a l u a b l e  j u x t a p o s i t i o n s  and i n s i g h t s .  For  examplc ,  we 

l e a r n  someth ing  i m p o r t a n t  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t a n t  c r c n t l o n  and r e - c r e n t i o n  o f  

" t r a d i t i o n "  i n  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  d e c o r a t i v e  c o i f f c s  worn o n  t h e  

h e a d s  o f  Bre ton  women w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  n  p r o d u c t  o f  Lhc l a t e r  n i n e L e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  B u r g u i b r e  r a i s e s  i m p o r t a n t  d o u b t s  n s  t o  whetl lcr  t h e  v i L l : ~ g c  a s  

s u c h  p l a y e d ,  o r  p l a y s ,  a  fundamenta l  r o l e  i n  l o c n l  endogamy o r ,  by c x t c n -  

s i o n ,  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  s o c l a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

But t h e  p o i n t  h e r e  is n o t  t o  r e v l c w  t h e  v a r i e d  r e s ~ ~ l t s  o f  t h e  I n q u i r y .  

The l m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  f o r  p r e s e n t  p u r p o s e s  i n  t h e  d l f f  ic111 t y  B u r g u l b r c  had In 

d e v i s i n g  a n  a n a l y t i c  framework which would b e  n t  o n c e  a d c q ~ ~ a r c  t o  t h e  ~ r l b -  

j e c t  m a t t e r ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  o b J e c t l v c s  o f  t h e  l ion-h la tor lnnn  o n  t h e  

p r o J e c t .  and f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s  I ~ l s t o r l c a l  c a l l i n g .  Burg111h1-c d e v o t e s  some 

t h o u g h t f t ~ l .  pages  t o  t h a t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  Ilc p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  prcrl,l.cm o f  i n t e -  

g r a t i n g  a n  i n q u i r y  which began o r i e n t c d  t o  t h e  idea  t h r ~ t  t h e  u l t t m a t e  and 

c o n s t r a i n i n g  r e a l i t y  was j n d i v i d t ~ a l  and b i o l o g l c n l ,  which st1011 brrrugl~L i11 

r e s e a r c h e r s  who were  convlnced  t h a t  s o c l : ~ l  s t r u c t u r e s  11:ld t h c l r  owl 111s- 

t o r t e s  and  c o n s e q u e r ~ c e s ,  and which f i x e d  I t s  a t t e n t i o n  on  t l ~ o s c  a s p e c t s  o r  



s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  which c o u l d  b e  o b s e r v e d  and measured d i r e c t l y .  B u r g u i h r e  

s e a r c h e d  f o r  a n  a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g  t e m p o r a l  framework,  h u t  f i l l a l l y  s e t t l e d  f o r  

a n  o l d ,  e f f e c t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v i c e :  h e  o r g a n i z e d  h i s  a c c o u n t  a round t l i e  v i -  

c i s s l t u d e s  o f  t h e  p o l l t i c a l  e l i t e ,  snd  e s p e c i a l l y  a round t h e  f a t e  o f  a  s i n g l e .  

l n f l u c n t l a l  f a m i l y ,  t h e  Le B a l l s .  Thus i n  o r d e r  t o  i n t e g r a t e  h i s  r e t r o s p e c -  

t i v e  e t h n o g r a p h y  h e  had t o  r e a c h  o u t s i d e  t h e  e t h n o g r a p h i c  framework. 

Emmanuel Le Roy L a d u r i e ' s  M o n t a i l l o u  r e m a i n s  more  c o m p l e t e l y  w i t h i n  

t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  e t h n o g r a p h y ,  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  e n d i n g  up wi t l lov t  a  

g e n e r a l  a n a l y t i c  framework. L e s t  t h o s e  words sound d e p r e c a t i n g ,  l e t  nle s a y  

a t  o n c e  t h a t  t h e  book is a  j o y  and a  r e v e l a t i o n .  M o n t a i l l o u ,  a  s m a l l  v i l -  

l a g e  i n  t h e  P y r e n e e s ,  was a hotbed  o f  h e r e s y  i n  t h e  l a t e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

and t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a  s e a r c h i n g  i n q u i r y  by t h e  I n q u i s i t i o n  i n  t h e  1 3 2 0 s .  The 

i ~ ~ q ~ ~ i s i t o r ,  t h e  c l e v e r  and p e r s i s t e n t  b i s h o p  J a c q u e s  F o u r n i e r ,  l e f t  bch lnd  

a  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  h i s  i n q u e s t  which i s  f u l l  o f  d i r e c t  q t ~ o t a t i o n s  from h i s  i n -  

t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  

What a  s o u r c e 1  1.e Roy L n d u r i t  t r e a t s  i t  a s  a  vo luminous  s e t  o f  e t h -  

n o g r a p h i c  f i e l d  n o t e s .  llc a d o p t s  a  s i m p l e  and r e l a t i v e l y  c o n v e n t i o n a l  o u t -  

l i n e  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  f i n d i n g s :  "ecology" ( t h a t  is, s o c i a l  g e o g r a p h y ) ,  t h e n  

"archeology" ( t h a t  is ,  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ) .  Wi th in  t h e  two major  s e c t i o n s ,  

we f i n d  c h a p t e r s  on  s t a n d a r d  e t h n o g r a p l ~ i c  t o p i c s :  s e x u a l i t y ,  c o u r t s h i p ,  

m a r r i a g e .  l i f e - c y c l e s ,  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e s ,  Forms o f  s o l i d a r i t y ,  and  s o  on .  

Le Roy Laclurie h r i n g s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  b r i l l i a n t  l i g h t  by embedding chunks  

o f  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  i n  h i s  t e x t ,  by i n g e n i o u s  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  

p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t l i e  s e x u a l  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p r i e s t ,  

P i e r r e  C l e r g u e ) ,  by p u n c t u a t i n g  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  w i t h  unexpec ted  b u t  o f t e n  

r e v e l a t o r y  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  d i s t a n t  t i m e s  and  c u l t u r e s ,  by a n  a g i l e  p l a y  OF 

h y p o t h e s i s ,  i n f e r e n c e  and s p e c u l a t i o n .  The r e s u l t  may wel l  b e  o u r  most com- 

p r c h e n s i v e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  o f  a  m e d l e v a l  v i l l a g e .  Le Roy L a d u r i e  

g i v e s  t h e  l i e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s '  f r e q u e n t  c o m p l n l n t  t h a t  t h e i r  sor l rccs  d o  

n o t  p e r m i t  Ll~mn Lo r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  v u l g a r  d e t a i l s  o f  everyday  existence. 

The works  o f  Le Roy L a d u r i e  and o f  RurgcliEre g i v e  11s e n v l n b l c  models  

f o r  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  and a n t l ~ r o p o l o g l c a l  c o n c c r n s .  Yet t h e y  

d o  n o t  r e a l l y  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  h i s t o r y  and ant1,ropology. Nor 

d o  t h e y  d i s p l a y  a n y  major  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  h l s t o r l a n s ,  o r  o f  t h e  h l s t o r l n n s  

most c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Annales ,  t o  t h e  p r n c L i c c  o f  a n L l ~ r o p o l o g y .  

The d i s c i p l i n e  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y  i s  f a r  b r o a d e r  ellan e t l lnogrnpl~y .  Tndeecl, 

i m p o r t a n t  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  profession c o n s j d e r  t l i e  s t a n d a r d  forms  o f  p a r t l c l -  

p a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n  t o  be  r e l i c s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  Much o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  o c t l o n  i n  

a n t h r o p o l o g y  c o n c c r n s  t h e  f o r m a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  s y m b o l i c  s t r r l c t t l r e s .  t h e  1111man- 

i z a t i o n  o f  h i o l o g y  and e c o l o g y ,  t h e  dcvc lopmcnt  o f  c v o t u t l n n n r y  models ,  t l ~ c  

r i g o r o u s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  k i n s h i p ,  demography and household  s t r u c t ~ ~ r e .  A l l  

t h e s e  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  c o n c e r n s  h a v e ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  l e f t  t r a c e s  In  t h e  pages  o f  

t h e  Annales .  But t h e y  s r e  f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t  a l t c r n n t L v c s  t o  c t l ~ n o g r n p h y .  

n o t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  i t .  The  p o r t i o n  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y  w l t h  w l ~ t c h  French  and  

f r a n c o p h i l e  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  worked most e f f e c t i v e l y  is o n l y  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  

t h e  f i e l d ,  and i n  some r e g a r d s  a  backwater .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  work - including thaL o f  

t h e  Annales  - on a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e  h a s  been s l l g h t .  Few a n t h r o p o l -  

o g i s t s  know much h i s t o r y .  fewer  know much a h o u t  I ~ l s t o r i c n l  r e s e a r c h ,  and 

fewer  s t i l l  employ t h e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  models ,  m a t c r l ; ~ l s  o r  i n s l g l ~ t s  In t h d r  

own work. The f l o w  o f  i n f l u e n c e  between a ~ ~ t l l r o p o l o g y  and I ~ i s t o r y ,  n s  

p r a c t i c i n g  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  h a s  been l a r g e l y  one-way. Under t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  

t o  s p e a k  o f  c o n v e r g e n c e  between t h e  f i e l d s  is  a n  exa .qgera t ion .  'I'o s p e a k  OF 

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Annales  on  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r a n c h  o f  Llie s o c i a l  s c f -  

e n c e s  i s  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g .  
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