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Tllll IlISlS AND FALI. OF TllE BOIIRCEOIS FAMILY, 
AS TO1.D BY IAWKENCE STONE AND CllRISTOPllER LASCH 

C h a r l e s  T i l l y  and  I.ouise A. Ti1l.y 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan  
J a n u a r y  I979  

o f  t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  v e l i i c l e  f o r  s o c l a l  c r i t i c i s m .  ' l l ~ n t  i s  a s  l t  I 
sho111d be: t h e  way we r e l a t e  o u r  c u r r c n t  f n m l l y  l i v e s  t o  o u r  ~ r n d c r s t a n d l n g  o f  

t h e  p a s t  d e f l n e s  who we a r e ,  and who we o u g h t  t o  b e .  T l ~ e  a n a l y s l s  may u n f o l d  

a s  A r t :  a s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  l i v i n g  111 d l f f c r e n t  s o r t s  OF 

families. It may p r o c e e d  a s  S c i e n c e :  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a c e  r e l i a b l y  w h a ~  

a c t u a l l y  changed ,  and why. Or i t  may t a k e  t h e  form o f  P o l i t i c s :  t h e  d r i v e  t o  

e s t a b l i s l i  who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  and w l ~ o s e  i n t e r e s t s  

t l ~ o s e  c h a n g e s  s e r v e d .  For  Christopher Lasch ,  t h e  I ~ i s L o r y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i s  

main ly  I ' o l i t i c s ,  w i t h  a  d a b  o f  A r t .  S c i e n c e  -- o r ,  a s  he  t h i n k s  o f  i t ,  p s e u d o s c i c u c c  

-- i s  Llie ellemy. I.awrence S t o n e  w r l t e s  111s I l l s t o r y  c l ~ i e f l y  a b  A r t ,  r11Ll1011glr Ilc 1 s  

n o t  a v e r s e  t o  t h e  t r a p p i n g s  o f  S c i e n c e  wllen Lhcy s e r v e  111s p u r p o s e .  

i I n  a s s i g n i n g  a  s e c o n d a r y  r o l e ,  o r  none a t  a l l ,  t o  t h e  s c r u t i n y  o f  r e l i a b l e  

e v i d e n c e ,  Lasch and S t o n e  a r e  i n  t u n e  wit11 t h e  l a t e s t  t r e n d s  o f  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y .  

For  a  d e c a d e  o r  s o ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1960s .  Nor th  American and Europeon h i s t o r i a n s  

o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t u r n e d  h o p e f u l l y  t o  S c i e n c e  i n  t l ~ e  g u i s e s  o f  demograpli ic n n a l y t l i s ,  

f o r m a l  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  k i n s h i p ,  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  household  economic 

a c t i v l  t y .  D i s e n c l ~ a n t m e n t  came f a s t ,  a s  t h e y  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e  l ~ e l p e d  p i n  down what a c t u a l l y  cbanged  nncl what rcmalned  t h e  same, 

buL f a i l e d  Lo p r o v i d e  c o m p c l l l n g  e x p l a n a t i o r ~ s  o f  tile c h a n g e s .  In t h e  l a s t  

few y e a r s ,  l ~ i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  l ~ a v e  been  t u r n i n g  away from L l ~ e  

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  dcnioj:rnpl~ic and materialist d e t e r n ~ l n i s m s  o f  t h e  1960s  

Loward a  k i n d  o f  i d e a l i s m ,  i n  whicli new h o d l c s  o f  Lliougl~t o r  g e n e r a l  s h l f ~ s  

In o u t l o o k  e x p l a i n  L r a n s f o r ~ n a t l o n s  o f  f n m l l y  l i f c .  Demograpl~y and economics  

s t i l l  p r o v i d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h a r e s  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  el lat  f a m i l y  l i f e  r e a l l y  

changed ,  b u t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  new i d e a s  becomes t h e  presumed c a u s e  o f  c l ~ a n g e s .  

C l ~ r i s t o p l i e r  Lasch and Lawrence S t o n e  have  p l a y e d  In~porLant  p a r t s  ln '  



I t l rc  promotlo11 o f  t h e  new l d e a l l s m .  I ) e s p i t e  many d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  aim,, s t y l e  

and orgunlent ,  1.ascl1 and  S t o n e  a g r e e  011 some c r ~ ~ c i a l  p o s t u l a t e s :  

1. t h a t  e v e r y  s o c i e t y  h a s  a  s i n g l e  d o ~ n i n a n t  f a m i l y  l i f e  which  
e x p r e s s e s  I t s  domlnant  b c l l e f s  and  is  b e s t  exemplified by i ts  
r u l i n g  c l a s s e s ;  

2. t h a t  c h a n g e s  i n  Enn~i ly  l i f e  o c c u r  F i r s t  i n  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s e s ,  
Llicn f l l t e r  down from " top"  t o  "bottom"; 

3. t h a t  c h a n g e s  i n  a t t i t ~ ~ d e s  toward m a r r i a g e ,  s e x  and f a m i l y  p r e c e d e  
and c a u s e  t h e  n l L e r a t i o n s  i n  f a m i l y  l i f e ;  

4 .  t h a t  d e s c r i l ~ t i o n s  and  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e  ( a s  opposed .  
f o r  example ,  t o  s ~ r c l i  f a m l l y  b y - p r o d u c t s  a s  r e g i s t e r s  o f  b i r t h s ,  
m a r r i a g e s  and  d c u t l ~ s )  c o n s t i t u ~ e  t h e  b e s t  e v i d e n c e  o f  what a c t u a l l y  
went on :  

5. Lhot t h e  b o ~ ~ r g e o l s  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y ,  w l t h  i t s  m i l d  p a t r i a r c h y ,  
J JLs  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,  and  i t s  d e s i r e  f o r  p r i v a c y ,  i s  t h e  f u l l e s t  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  l l b e r a l - c a p i t a l l s t  deve lopment .  

A l l  t h e s e  p r e m i s e s  b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  p o p ~ ~ l i s t ,  S c i e n c e - s e e k i n g  Eamily h i s t o r y  
, 

which grew up i n  t h e  e a r l y  19609,  and which domina ted  academic  r e s e a r c h  on  

t h e  s ~ ~ l r j c c t  f o r  a l m o s t  a  decade .  The books by Lasch and  S t o n e  b e l o n g  t o  

t h e  importanL r e c e n t  r c o c t l o n  a g n i n s t  S c i e n c e  and  a g a i n s t  popul i sm I n  

I s o c i n l  Ib i s tory  a s  a  wliole. 

/! ' From t h e i r  common g r o u n d ,  1.ascl1 and  S t o n e  head  o f f  i n  q u i t e  

d l  f f e r e n t  d i r e c t  Ions :  1.asch toward  a  d y s p e p t i c  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  )Ire 

s e l f - n p p o l n t e d  e x p e r t s  and p r o p h e t s  who a r e ,  Ile t h i n k s ,  s p o i l  l n g  t l ~ e  

satisfactions o f  Ll~e  modern f a m i l y ,  S t o n e  toward a  l o n g ,  complex c l r r o n l c l e  

oC t h r e e  c e n t ~ ~ r l e s  o f  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y ,  from t h e  Open Lineage  o f  t lre 

Rcnalsonnce  t o  t h e  K c s t r i c t e d  I ' a t r i a r c l ~ a l  N u c l e a r  Family o f  LI IC  s i x t e c n t l r  

and s e v e n t e e n t l ~  c c n t u r l e s  L O  t h e  Closed  1)omes t ica ted  Nuclear  f a m i l y  which ,  

111 h i s  v lew,  e n ~ e r g e d  i n  t h e  s e v e n t c e n r l i  c e n t u r y  a n d ,  i n  a l t e r e d  form,  i s  

s t l l l  wlLli u s  t o d a y .  I.ascli, t h a t  Is, t a k e s  t h e  d i r e c t  r o u t e  t o  s o c i a l  

cri t icism:%lri  l e  S t o n e  g o e s  a t  i t  i n d l r e c t l y ,  v i a  a n  l ~ i s t o r i c a l  po$cr,iit 

e c o ~ i o m i c  i n t e r e s t ;  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  w l t h  and atL;~r:l~ed t o  c l ~ i l d r e ~ ~ ;  end f r a n k  

I n  1Ls  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s e x u a l i t y , "  a c r o r d l n g  t o  t lrc d u s t - j a c k e t  copy -- adds  

I11,Lor~caI i n e v i t a b i l i t y  t o  i t s  o t l ~ c r  o b v l o u s  nLLracLions .  

As c r i t i c s ,  i.asc11 and  S t o n e  i n L e r p r e L  t h e  contenrporary Fomlly i n  p r e c i s e l y  

o p p o s i t e  ways. To S t o n e ,  t h e  modern F a a l l y  embodies " f o u r  key f e a t u r e s  . . . : 
l o t e n s i f l e d  a f f e c t i v e  bonding  o f  Lhe m ~ ~ l e a r  c o r e  .IL tlrc e x p e n s e  oE n c l g l ~ b o r u  

and k i n ;  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  autonomy and t h e  r i g h t  t o  p e r s o ~ i a l  freedom 

i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  I ~ a p p i n e s s ;  a  weakening  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  s e x u a l  p l c a s u r c  

&?with s i n  and g u i l t ;  and a  growing  d e s l r e  f o r  p l r y s l c a l  p r i v a c y "  ( p .  8 ) .  H e . i s  

w r i t i n g ,  t l ~ e n ,  a  l ~ i s t o r y  o f  l i b e r , i t i o n :  L l ~ e  " r i s e  o f  a f f e c t i v e   individualism"^. 
2 . '# 

From 1500,  tlrrouglr a  p e r i o d  o f  z i g z a g  c l ~ . ~ n g c  i n  L l ~ e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  Lo i t s  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  among t h e  e l l t e  o f  eig1itcentl1-i :entt~ry England ,  pasi&$e s e t b a c k s  
*,*= 

o f  V i c t o r i a n  p a t r i a r c h y ,  t o  i t s  c o n q u e s t  o f  Engl i s l r  l i f e  a s  a k i ? ~ o l c .  8-p;;  
"t CF> & 

To L.asclr, i n  con~~" .a ' s t ,  t l ~ c  r e a l  i ~ y  o f  t h e  contemporary  ~ a m l l ~ $ a ' p ' ~ e a r s  most 

c l e a r l y  i n  " t l ~ e  s c l r i z o p l ~ r e n l c  f a m i l y  . . . w l ~ l c l ~  111 marly ways a p p e d r b  t o  r e p r e -  

5 e n t  .in e x . ~ g x e r a t e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t lre 'normal  ' i21n1i l y " ,  w l ~ e r e  "'I.lon~ism' -- t h e  

p s y c l ~ o l o g i c n l  d o m i n i ~ ~ l c e  o f  t lre rno t l~cr  111 Llrc n ~ o d c r ~ i  n ~ l d d l e - c l a s s  f ; ~ m i l y  -- . . . 

lo rises n o t  b e c a u s e  t l ~ e  f a t l ~ e r  i s  a l w t ~ y s  ' a l , s c n t '  a t  I l l s  work . . . 11ut b e c a u s e  

l ~ e  i s  weak and a c q u i e s c e n t  a 1  I~ome. Tlbe o t l ~ e r  me~nbcrs o f  t l ~ e  fa1111ly d e f e r  t o  

lrer . . . b e c a ~ ~ s e  a r b i t r a r y ,  I l n p r e d i c t a l , l c  and  c o n t r a d L c t o r y  actions a r e  o f t e n  

L n t i r n i d ; ~ t i n g  and  b e c a u s e  a  r e f u s a l  t o  exominc t l i e l r  nrezlnlng i s  L l ~ c  e a s i e s t  way 

t o  kcel' a  p r e c a r i o u s  peace' '  (1). 1.56). 'I'l~e f a n l i l y ,  I.ascli s a y s ,  11as c r ~ ~ m b l e d  a s  

a  t l n i t  f o r  a f f e c t i o n  illid c l l l l d - r e a r l ~ i g .  llis e v i d e n c e ?  'I'l~e s t a n d a r d  pop-magn- 

z i ~ ~ e  l i s t :  Lhe d i v o r c e  r a t e ,  y o u t h  r e b e l  l i o n ,  d r u g  a d d . i c t i o n ,  i n ~ p o t e n c c .  



m a r r i a g e  s o  f r a g i l e ,  . r e l a L l b n s  between p a r e n t s  and  c h l l d r e n  s o  f u l l  o f  hostility ! 
und r e c r i m l n a t l o n "  ( p .  x v i )  . 1 

L a s c h ' s  llaveli i n  a  I l e a r t l e s s  World i s  a  p e l l - m e l l  po lemic .  1.asch 

d e l l g l l t s  i n  t l ~ r o w i u g  up Iralf  a  b r i d g e  o v e r  a  swif t -moving  s t r e a m ,  t h e n  

l e a p i n g  nimbly t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s h o r e  w h i l e  h i s  r e a d e r ,  p l o d d i n g  c l o s e  

b e h i n d ,  t ~ ~ m b l e s  i n t o  t h e  n ~ l ~ r k y  w a t e r s  t o  s i n k  o r  swim on  h i s  own.  Not 

f o r  I.;IHC~I t h e  p r u d e n t  v i r t ~ l e s  o f  comple ted  a rguments  and s y s t e m a t i c  

e v l d c n c e .  l l i s  i n t r o d t ~ c t i o n  and t a b l e  o f  c o n t e n t s  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  book w i l l  

c o u p l e  a  c r i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  t h o u g h t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

f a m i l y  w i t h  d o c ~ ~ m e n t a t i o ~ ~  o f  t h e  " s h a t ~ e r i n g  impact"  on  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  p o l i c y  r e s u l t i n g  from t h a t  t h o u g h t .  A f t e r  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  t h e  means 
i 

o f  p r o d ~ ~ c t i o n ,  Lasch te l ls  u s ,  capitalism is  now s e i z i n g  t h e  means o f  
i I 

r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  f a m i l y .  While t h e  f a m i l y  used  t o  h e a l  t h e  h u r t s  

I n f l i c t e d  by c n p l t . ~ l i s n ~ ' s  c r11e1  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  now even  t h a t  l a s t  r e f u p e  is 

I 
d l s n p l ~ e . ~ r l n g .  ,"l'he e d g e r  a g e u t s  o f  t h e  i n v a s i o n  a r e  t h e  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  

p r o p l ~ e t s  and  t e c l ~ n l ~ i d n s  who asstlme t h e  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t r o u b l e d  

f.~mll l c s  and t o  I n s t r ~ r c t  t l ien~ i n  t h e  ways oL c r e a t i v e  a r g u m e n t ,  ocg'lsrn a ~ t d  

c h i l d  L a r e .  

'I'llaL c o u l d  be  s o .  But what d o e s  Lasch o f f e r  i n  e v i d c n c c ?  N c i t h r r  

I n f o r m n t l o n  a b o u t  a c t u a l  t r e n d s  i n  f a m l l y  l i f e ,  n o r  documents t i o n  o f  t h e  

ways, i n  w h i c l ~  e x p e c t s  interfere, nor  y e t  any p r o o f  t h a t  t o d a y ' s  s p e c i a l i s t s  

have  a  1 .a rger  impact  on workadny e x p e r i e n c e  t h a n  t h e  p r i e s t s  and w i t c l l c s  

t h e y  have  d i s p l a c e d .  I n  f a c t ,  n o t  a  sing1.e r e a l  fan l i ly  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  c n t 1 . r ~  

hook. i n s t e a d ,  L.asch o f f e r s  11s a n  a n g r y  rev iew oC t h e  l a s t  few dec.idesl  
I 

wrLLings ubout  Lire Family.  'I'he book d e v e l o p s  a s  a  r o ~ r p h l y  c l ~ r o n o l o g i c a l  I 
c r l t i q ~ ~ e :  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  an  e m p i r i c a l  s o c i o l o g y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e s  1 
ant1 t l ~ i r t l e s ,  t h e  chnl  l e n g e s  L O  o c t l ~ o d o x y  t h e n  posed hy C a r l e  

W l l l a r d  W d l l e r ,  a n a l y s e s  o f  c u i t ~ ~ r e  ant1 p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t h e  f o r t l c s ,  

E o r n l ~ ~ l n t l o n s  o f  t h e  f o r t i e s  and  F i f t i e s ,  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  T a l c o t t  I J ; ~ r s o n s  and 

h i s  c o l . l a b o r a t o r s ,  t i re f a d s  and  controversies o f  t h e  s l x t i e s  and s c v c n t S e o .  

As a  f i r s t  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  c a n t ,  o b s c ~ ~ r a r ~ t i s n ~  and I ' r a g i l i t y  o f  ~ o c l o l o g l c e l  

w r i t i n g  on  t h e  f a m i l y ,  L a s c h ' s  tendentious r rca t lnent  i s  sLin1111otlng and I n f o r -  

~ s a t i v e .  But i t  is n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  fan11 l y .  

S t i l l ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  argument i s  b e g u l l i n g :  i n  a n  e x t e ~ ~ s t o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  

by which capitalists c o l l e c t i v i z e d  p r o d u c t i o n  and t e c h n i c a l  knowledge,  s p e c i a l i s t s  

have  gone a  l o n g  way toward  assuming  c o n t r o l  o v e r  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a s  w e l l .  I n  t h e  

name o f  indivld:~ql and c o l l e c t i v e  h e a l t h ,  " d o c t o r s ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  c h i l d  

g"ui'bance e x p e r t s ,  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t s "  and o t h e r s  have  n o t  o n l y  
--w 

undermined t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  b u t  a l s o  bo tched  t l ~ e i r  therapeutic 

m a t e r n a l  abandonment,"  I.asch " u n d e r l i e s  t h e  f r a n t i c  s e a r c h  fd$@ 7 
f.' , 

s u r v i v a l ,  which  h a s  r e p l a c e d  v i r t u e s  o f  work,  t and 
t . 1  

chievement  a s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  e t h i c "  ( p .  1 6 5 ) .  The book n s  

n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s u c h  a  change  h a s  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r r e d  -- o n l y  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  

many w r i t e r s  s a y  s o .  

Has i t ?  One p a r t  o f  L a s c h ' s  a n a l y s i s  i s  s u r e l y  c o r r e c t :  t h e  number and 

v a r i e t y  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  mending s u p p o s e d l y  d e f e c t i v e  individuals and f a m i l i e s  

h a s  g r o m  d r a m n t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f - c e n t u r y ,  and  Americans have'  t u r n e d  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  s e c u l a r  c o ~ ~ n s e l o r s  f o r  a i d  w i t h  t h e i r  p r l v a t c  s o r r o w s .  

Governments have  l i c e n s e d  t h e  new p r o f e s s i o ~ l a l s  and i n s t a l l e d  them i n  p u b l i c  

h u r e a ~ ~ c r a c l c s .  The s p e c i a l i s t s  have  j u s t i f i e d  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  by pumping 

o u t  gloomy s t a t i s t i c s  and lugubrious p r o g n o s e s .  But a r e  t h e  s o r r o w s  t l ~ c m s e l v e s  

more p r e v a l e n t ,  and t h e  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  more damaging,  ' t l ~ a n  

t h e y  used  t o  be?  We d o u b t  i t .  More l i k e l y  t h c  p a i ~ ~ s ' o f  f a m i l i e s  have  changed 

- i n  c h a r a c t e r  -- fewer  w i v e s  worn o u t ,  f o r  i ~ i s c d l ~ c e ,  by t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
.r' 

p h y s i c a l  s ~ ~ r v i v a l ,  more m o t h e r s  b e w i l d e r e d  by t h e  c l ~ o i ? i s  open t o  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  -- w h i l e  t h e  f a m i l y - s a v e r s  have  s i n ~ p l y  t a k e n  on t h e  i n c f f c c t u n l  "' 

* k " b  
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I and  wiLclics who preceded  t l ~ e m .  I.asclr's j u s t i f i e $  s e n s e  o f  t i l e  ineviLnl. i  

a t ~ a c k s  on  d:e nonscllse American i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w r i t e  a b o u t  f a m i l y  c r i s e s  
I t  is .  Ire a r g u e s ,  a n  O I I ~ ~ ~ O W L I I  o f  woments cducaLlon ,  

have  l i t t l e  o r  n o ~ l 1 l 1 1 ~  t o  d o  wit11 Lhe e v e r y d a y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l i v i n g  i n  

f a m l l i c t l .  

I.t~scll b o l d l y  l e n p s  t h e  gap  from 111s l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  t o  t h e  r e a l l L l c s  o f  

f a m i l y  l i f e  by a s s ~ ~ m p l i o n  and  a s s c r L l o n :  Lha t  practitioners d i d  wl~:lt t l l eor -  

, im?de women d i s s a L l s f i e d  wit11 L l ~ e l r  o v e r q ~ ~ a l i f i c a t l o n  f o r  L l ~ e i r  Lypicn l  

1 I o y m e n t s ,  motlicrhood and I lousewifcry :  " I n d e e d ,  t i l e  e d u c n t e d  l ~ o ~ ~ s c w i f e  

urnecl O I I L  L O  be  Ll~e  supreme e x n n ~ p l e  and vicLim OF o v c r L r a i n i n g ,  rind l ic r  

r e s e n t m e n t  o f  h e r  I o u l y  s t a t t l s  -- s o  s l ~ a l p l y  a t  o d d s  n o t  o n l y  wit11 

lsLs prcncllcd,  L I I ~ L  f a n i l l i e s  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  d l s i n t e g r a L l n g  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e *  / / ~ l e r  e x ~ e c ~ a t i o l l s  b u t  wit11 L I I ~  s ~ a t u s  r o  w11ic11 a c a ~ ~ ~ m j c  t r a l l l i n g  cnLl  tied 

~ h n t  i n  o n e  way o r  n n o t h e r  Llle p r c a c l ~ i n g  and Llie p r a c l i c e  c a t ~ s e d  Lhe d i s i n -  

t e g r a l i o n .  Tlie method o f  argument s a d l y  b e t r a y s  L a s c h ' s  i n l L i a l  d e c l a r a t i o n :  

" . . . Ll~e  c o n L c ~ ~ ~ p o r a r y  f a e l l y  I s  Lhc p r o d u c t  o f  l~uman a g e n c y ,  n o t  o f  

n h s t r a c t :  s o c l a l  ' f o r c e s '  . . . Hen makc t h e i r  own h i s t o r y ,  a l t l l o u g h  t h e y  makc 

1 L ,  t o  I I ~  s u r e ,  under  c o n d l L l o n s  noL o f  t h e i r  c h o o s i n g ,  and s o n ~ c t i n ~ e s  wiLh 

r e s u l t s  t l ~ c  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  r e s l r l t s  i n t c ~ l d e d "  (pp .  x i v ,  x v ) .  T l ~ e  o n e  t h i n g  

we do n o t  f i n d  i n  t l ~ i s  'book i s e e n  b-- o r  women -- making t h e i r  own I i i sLory .  

i " l lourgcois  d o m e s t i c i t y  d i d  n o t  s imply  e v o l v e , "  Lascll a r g u e s  i n  a  cll:lrac- 

." 7 
century*;mfi$f~ts ---+ 4,+, J , Foresl~ndowcd t h e  s o c l o l o g l s t s ,  I ; s y c l ~ o l o g i s t s ,  h o c i a i  w o r k e r s ,  

9.1. 

LlieraplsLs %id o t l ~ c r  e x p e r t s  who, Ln Llle t w e ~ ~ t l e t l ~  c e n L u r y ,  r~oul r l  Lransn111Lc 
d 

b o i ~ r g e o l s  domcsLlc i ty  inLo a  m n d h o ~ ~ s c  f y r  L l~e  s e l f - i n d ~ ~ l g e n t .  Solncwllerc i n  

/ 

L I I Z I ~  11ineLeentli cc l iL t~ry ,  i . asc l~  i n L i m d e s ,  p a s s e d  a  f l e e L i n g  c h a n c e  f o r  a  

wliolesome f a m i l y  I 1  r e ,  Ln w l ~ l c l ~  Ildd a ~ ~ t l i o r i t y ,  m o t h e r s  p r o v i d e d  l o v e ,  
< 

/" 
zind c l i i l d r c n  reached  ma,turILy hy -work ing  L l i r o ~ ~ g h  L l ~ e i r  o e d i p a l  c r i s e s  w i L l ~ l n  

, - ~ 

. . 
Llle I ~ o u s c l ~ o l d .  i'l'hu : ; p e c i a l . i s t s  b o t c l ~ e d  t h a t  c l ~ a n c e .  111 nny c a s e ,  t h e  c l ~ a n c e  

f 

was " o t  vcl.y i ikc1 .y .  f o r  " p r i v a t e  p r n p c r t y  end tlre n u c l c n r  f a m i l y ,  wl~ic l i  i n  

l ~ e r  -- h e l p e d  Lo gcneraLe  a  f u l l - s c a l e  r e v i v a l  o f  feminlsm aL t l ~ c  end o f  L I I C  

li s i x t i e s "  ( p .  1 3 5 ) .  Yet feminism i s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t l ~ e  snme i m p u l s e  For 

~ ' o l i t i c d l  freedom and p e r s o ~ l a l  du tonan~y"  L l ~ a t  I.ascl~ r c g n r d s  a s  I)cing o n e  o f  

Llio n i n e t e c _ n t l ~ ~  c e n t u r y ' s  few b e n e f l l s .  W l ~ n t ' s  s a u c e  f o r  t h e  I > o t ~ r g e o i s  

gander <*as<4' i s  a l $ n r e n t l y  p o i s o n  f o r  t h e  poor  g o o s e ,  111s wi f c .  1l1e s e x  and  c l a s s  \ 

i 
b i a s e s  o f  I .asch's  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  s t r o n g ,  t11.e cqns$r,vativo L m p l l c a ~  Ions  ominous: 

Lawrence S t o n e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  q ~ ~ e s t i o n  o f  modern I r l s t o r y  

i s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of+a':'&ssive s l i i f t s  i n  wor ld  vLcws and  v a l u e  sysLcms, e 

and l~ow t l ~ e y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  ways members o f  t h e  $ 
/ 

fop i l ly  r e l n L e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  l e g a l  arrangenlcnLs,  s t r u c ~ u r e ,  , 
cus tom,  power,  a f f e c t  and s e x "  ( p .  3 ) .  'rlie q u e s t  p u t s  Irim i n  t h e  company 

o f  Elax Weber, Joseph  1311rkllardt and  K.11. T.lwney, n o t  Lo m e ~ l t i o n  Innumerable  

l a L t e r - d a y  a p o l o g i s t s  o f  E l o d e r n i z a t i o ~ i .  A f t e r  a  t h o u g h t f u l  met l~odologLcal  

inLroducLLo~i  and a  r e v i e w  o f  Lile o v e r a l l  dcmogrnpll lc t r e n d s ,  S t o n e  l a y b  o ~ t  

t h e  b u l k  o f  i l l s  book a s  p o r t r a i L s  o f  Lhrce m a j o r  f a n ~ i l y  ~ y p c s ,  d i s t i n c t  

i n  c l i a r a c t c r  h u t  o v e r l a p p i n g  i n  t ime:  Lllc Open 1.lncage Fami ly  (1450-1 630) ; 

Lhe R e s t r i c t e d  P a t r l a r c h n l  N u c l e a r  Family (1550-1 700) ; Llie C l o s e d  D o n ~ e s t i c a t e d  

N ~ r c l e a r  Family (1640-1800). Then come n  l o n g ,  scpar : l t e  s e c t i o n  on s e x  and 

a  forLy-pdgc c o n c l u s i o n .  x \ 

L 
,' 

t l , L : < ~ l l e ~ c e ~ ~ t l l  c c n ~ u r y  p r o v l d c d  new s u p p u r l s  f o r  political freedom and D c s p i ~ e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and ~ l r o t e s ~ a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o l l l r a r y ,  t l ~ c  book ' s  

>- 
b i n d i n g  theme is a  s u c c e s s  s t o r y :  t h e  r l s e  o f  a f f e c ~ i ~ o  j l l d i v l d l l a l j s m ,  personal l l l l t  onollly, r o n ~ a  I 1 1 ~ ~ 1  w i ~ l ~ i  n t l ~ e m s e l v e s  e l e m e n t s  fat:! Lo L l l e i  Ovn 

4 SLone ' s  freclllenL compar i sons  wit11 F r a n c e ,  f o r  example ,  a r c  i n  terms of 
c x l s t e n c e "  (p .  1 6 8 ) .  



French l~ackwarducss. Ile t r e n c s  t h e  Vic to r i an  per iod a s  a  r e v e r s a l  of 

. the w i n  t r end .  And tlie use  of t h e  word "even" i n  phrases  s u c l ~  a s  ''even 

a t  t l ~ i s  e r ~ r l y  d a t e  . . . " (452) o r  "even i n  t hose  days of t he  comp&ion?te 

marriage" (336) r evea l s  a  scheme t h a t  has  taken over  from t h e  evidence.  

Not ellat Scone i s  s t i n g y  wit11 evidence.  Epi taphs ,  family  p o r t r a i t s ,  

pop111ar v e r s e ,  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s ,  Lcstamcnts,  nove l s ,  a ~ ~ t o b l o g r a p l ~ i c s ,  proverbs ,  

Enmily ceremonlcs and demograpl~lc s t a l i s t i c s  sweep thro~rgh h i s  800 pages 

l i k e  l envcs  Ll~roi~gli a  storm-sewer. Ilc combines aggrega te  denlographic d a t a  

(most o f t e n  concerning t h e  peerage o r  Ll~e genLry, but  someLimes d e a l i n g  WILII 

a  wel l -s ludicd v i l l a g e  o r  wit11 England a s  a  whole) w i ~ l i  s e l e c t e d  examples 

from 33 d l a r l e s ,  74 au tob iog raph ie s ,  31 c o l l e c t i o n s  oE correspondence and 

*d ., , ,,"be 

'41 b l o g r a p l ~ i e s  of Ind iv idua l s  o r  Eamilies.  Ile b u i l d s  fr5m these  sou rces  a  

bold s y n t h e s i s  of changes i n  a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  w i t h i n  "tlie Engl ish  

famlly" f ron~  1500 t o  1800. The s t o r i e s  a r e  engaging, t h e  d e t a i l s  o f t e n  

t e l l i n g ,  tile i l l ~ ~ s t r a t l o n s  r  lcll, Lhe o v e r a l l  impress ion one of being 

swept a long by a  rusll-hour crowd; one must d e l i b e r a t e l y  clamber up on to  

a  fence t o  s ee  what is going by. 

- 4  , , 
On coo le r  examinat ion,  tliY3:evidcn&&d>es not  s u s t a l n  tl ie argument. The 

i; 
dcmogrnpl~lc a n a l y s i s  d c s c r i  bcs c i  L l~e r  t h e  &it1 r e  E n g l i s l ~  populat ion o r  a  segment 

o f  L I I C  e l i t e ;  i~ connects  poor ly  wit11 L I I ~  demographic exper ience and tnmlly 

h l s t o r l c s  of t l ~ e  Individuals wl~ose l i v e s  form Ll~e bulk of t l ~ e  c v l d c ~ ~ c e .  

S t o n e ' s  metl~od f o r  dcterminlng a t t l t ~ ~ d c s  i s  Lo s tudy  t h e  staLenlcnLs of t he  

I l t c r a L c  e l i t e .  S ince  a  smal l  nuniber of f an l i l i e s  -- t h e  Uyrds, J o s s e l i n s ,  

11'Ewes. Vcrneys, Boswclls,  Pcpys, T h r a l e s ,  Ulundel ls  and a  few o t l i e r s  -- 

r ecu r  over  and ove r ,  Ll~e absence of sysLen~?Lic i n ~ o r m a t l o n  on t l ~ e i r  E e r t i l i ~ y ,  

morLal 1  Ly, marr iages  and o t l ~ c r  v l t a l  ma t t e r s  is d i s c o n c e r t i n g .  - ' 
some p c c y l > a r i t l e s  111 S t o n e ' s  ~ l s e  of e v l d e n ~ e  

pa l roness  Mrs. T l ~ r a l c  i s    no^ a t  a l l  Lypical " > 

' 
Stone tel1.s 11s. t o r  s h e  l i v e d  a  l o v e l e s s  marr lagc du r ing  t h e  f11l1 f l o  i 
a f f e c t l v c  individualism and companionate mnr r i i~gc .  Yet s l ~ u  Is one of 

I book's niost-cited c a s e s .  Boswell -- wl~osc l i a i s o n s  and l n f c c t i o n s  a r c  1 
\ .  I 

t o r i e d  r e l e n t l e s s l y  -- had both an a f f c c l i o n a t e  rnarringc and an a L h l c t i c  

e x t r a m a r i t a l  c a r e e r ,  which makes l ~ i m  an excepLion Lo a l l  S ~ o n e ' s  t r e n d s .  

Yet he ,  too,  appears  aga in  and aga ln .  Q111te a  comedown fo r  on author  wl~o 

began h i s  e a r l i e r ,  m a g i s t e r i a l  C r i s i s  of an Ar i s toc racy  k i t h  t h e  dictum t h a t  

" S t a t l s c i c a  I. measurement i s  t h e  on ly  means of e x t r a c t j n g  a  coherent  p a t t c r n  

from t l ~ e  cllnos of p c r s o ~ i a l  behaviour  and of d i scovc r iog  wl~lcll is 11 typlcnl.  

sl'ccimcn and which a  s p o r t .  F a i l u r e  t o  apply  such c o n t r o l s  l ~ t ~ s  l e d  t o  

m~lcli wi ld  and imp laus ib l e  general izaLion dboul s o c l a l  phenomena, based upon 

d l ~ d n d f u l  o r  s t r i k i n g  o r  well-documenled exanlples." Exact ly  W I I ~ I L  happens i n  

l'l~e Family, Sex and Marriage: a  few s e l f - s c l e c t e d  f d n ~ i l i c s ,  who n~iglit  

poss ib ly  have se rved  f o r  a  h i s t o r y  o f  Llie a~ Lstocracy and L I I ~  g e n ~ r y ,  became 

tllc Ihasis of g c n e r a l l z a t i o ~ ~ s  about  t l ~ e  o c l ~ e r  95 percent  of t l ~ c  po11ui.ation -- 
pcnsallts,-  filrrncrs, a r t i s a n s  and p ro l . e t a r l ;~ns  81s w e l l .  

l lere i s  l~ow Stone d i smis ses  roug l~ ly  h a l f  t h e  E n g l i s l ~  p o p l ~ l a t i o n :  

Anlung Ll~c-mass of Ll~e very poor . . . t h e  common b e l ~ a v l o r  of 

many pa ren t s  toward t l ~ d r  c l ~ i l d r c n  was o f t e n  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  c r u e l ,  

e r r ; l t i c  and unpred ic t ab le .  T L  i s  not c l e z ~ r  w l ~ c t l ~ e r  t l ~ c  reason I 
was cu lLura l ,  a  r e s u l t  of dcp r lva t ion  of any proper ly  sLake i n  

s o c i e t y  and displacement  f a r  from l~ome and kin .  o r  w l ~ e t l ~ e r  i t  

was ~ C O I I O I I I ~ C ,  i n  LIIC  s ense  t l ~ a t  more Iiun~ane f e e l i n g s  and a  

ct11L11re oC poverty tlld not cnc t ,~~ragc  

s i n c e  tile I  ive:; of cliose on t h e  

g r e a t e r  s ense  o f  s u s t a i n e d  concern were l u x l ~ r i e s  w l ~ l c l ~  t l ~ e y  

econoalc margin of e x i s t e n c e  were too m ~ ~ c l ~  aL t l ~ e  mercy of ; 1 

I 



s l ~ e e r  c l ~ a n c e  -- a  had 11arve.sc. ~ ~ n c m p l o y m e n t  o r  s i c k n e s s  -- t o  

j11sL1fy r i ~ L i o n a l  c a l c ~ ~ l a t : i o r ~  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  They were  t l l e re -  

f o r e  l n ~ p r o v l d c n t  i n  b c g c t t i n g  c l ~ l l d r e n ,  wit11 no thnugl~ l :  o f  

l~ow tllcy were  t o  be  n u r s e d  nncl f c d ,  and  l m p r o v i d c n t  and  c a r e -  

l e s s  111 d l s p o s l n g  o f  them o ~ ~ c e  t h e y  Ilad a r r i v e d ;  e a s y  come, 

c o s y  g o  ( p .  470) .  

011c c a n  h e a r  I'arson b la l t l~ l t s  c l ~ ~ c k i n g  h i s  tongue  about. t h e  improvidence  o f  

Lllc p n o r l  l h l s  collLemptuoils e q u a t  i o n  o f  poverLy w i t l ~  p a t l ~ o l o g y  h a s  been  

*&% @(&;nl!nllllon e ~ l o ~ r g l ~  nnhong h o ~ ~ r g e o i s  o h s c l  v c r s  o f  t h e  n i n e L e r n t l ~  a n d R y e n t i e L I 1  
'q 

c e n t u r l c s .  Uut I t  f l l e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  of Lhe f i n d i n g s  o f  s u c l ~  c a r e f u l  demo- 

g r n p l ~ l c  I ~ i s l o r i a n s  a s  KeiLh W r l g l ~ t s o n  a n d  D ~ v i d  L e v l n e ;   hey show u s  poor  
1 ' 

p e o p l e  n d J i r s t l n g  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e s  and  c h i l d b e a r i n g  t o  e v e r y  s l ~ i f t  i n  t h e i r  

w e l f a r e ,  and  p o o l i n g  t l ~ e l r  meager r e s o u r c e s  to$  keep  t h e  fan l l ly  e n L e r p r i s e  

g o l n g .  U l t l n ~ n t c l y  S t o n e ' s  d l s m i s s u l  o f  t h e  poor  u n d e r n ~ i n c s  I l l s  main a r g u -  

nlenL; i L  exempts  s(1cI1 a  l a r g e  11i1rt o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  t o  r a l s e  dol'lbts 

w l ~ e t l ~ e r  t h e  "mass lvc  s l ~ i f t s  i n  w o r l d  v iews  and  v a l u e  s y s t e u ~ s "  p e n e t r a t e d  

beyond t:l~c c o m l o r t a h l e  wor ld  o f  L l ~ c  l i t e r a t e  e l i t e .  

In asking cl1:1t t l lcy t a k e  t h e l r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i o ~ ~ s l y ,  we denland a  

Lot o f  S t o n e  n ~ ~ d  1.ascI1. Over t h e  l n r g e  popul .a t ions  and Clnle sp:rns t h e y  

d e a l  wl t h ,  t h e  cvl .dcnce on bc l lav lor  is  f r a g m e n t a r y ,  t h e  c v l d c n c e  on  a t t i t u d e s  

t h i n  and c l . ~ ~ s L v c .  Yet t h e y  llave a  p r a c t i c a l  c h o i c e .  Enougl~ c a r e f u l  re -  

s e a r c h  on t l ~ c  d o m e s t i c .  d c m o g r a p l ~ l . ~  nnd work c x p e r l c n c e s  o f  o r d l n a r y  p e o p l e  

a c c ~ ~ m u l a L e d  d u r i n g  t h e  temporary  p o p ~ ~ l n r i t y  o f  social-scientific h i s L o r y  t o  

4F' 
make l ~ o s g l h l e  a  reasoned  compnr ison  o f  r e g i o n s ,  c l a s s e s  and  p e ~ l o d s .  With 

a  l a r g e  e f f o r t .  iL  I s  f e a s l b l c  Lo examine what a c t u a l l y  lrappened t o  faml l i e s  

a s  t h e y  p r o l c t : ~ r l a n i z e d ,  moved t o  c l t i e s ,  i n v o l v e d  t l ~ e m s c l v e s  i n  nlarkeLLng, 

1 acc~rmulnLed c n p l L a l  o r  came under  t l l e  c o ~ ~ t r o l  o f  a n  e x p a n d i n g  s t a t e .  T h a t  

c x a m l n a t i o n  w i l l  s u r e l y  d i m i n l s l ~  t h e  r o l e s  o f  Value  S y s t e n ~ s  and  I : x l ~ c r ~ s ,  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c h a n g i n g  r c l a L i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  ' 

noLLon t l ~ d t  f a m i l y  c l ~ a n g e s  g e n e r a l l y  s p r e a d  from t h e  l l t e r a t c  e l i t e ,  and  
I 

r e v e a l  mucl~ more s h o r t - t e r m  c o p i n g  by o r d i n . ~ r y  f a m l l i c s  Lhnn I , a s ~ l ~  nnd S t o n e  

a l l o w .  1 f  ~ h c y  f i n d  Lhat m a s s i v e  t a s k  t ~ n d L L r a c t l v c ,  o u r  auLhors  l ~ n v c  o n l y  

l o  l a h e l  L l ~ e i r  work f o r  what i t  is:.  a  h l e n d  o f .  s o c i a l  c r i l i c i s m  w l t l ~  e l l t e  

I l L e r a r y  h l s t o r y .  I l l s t o r i a n s  o f  L l ~ e  fnml ly  may p r o p e r l y  l a h c l  t l ~ e l r  work a s  

S c i e n c e ,  A r t  o r  Politics, o r  a s  a  b l e n d  o f  t h e  Lhrce .  The f o L e f u l  e r r o r  i s  

t o  Lakc L l ~ c  l i v e s  and  words o f  Lhe domin ,~nt  c l a s s e s  Lo d e s c r i h e  L l ~ e  e v e r y d a y  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  p o p ~ ~ l a t i o n  n s  a  w l ~ o l c .  
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Since t h e  time of t h e  two F rede r i cks  -- Engels and I x  Play -- t h e  h i s t o r y  

THE RISE AND FALL OF THE BOURGEOIS FAMILY. 
AS W1.D BY LAWRENCE STONE AND CHRISTOPHER LASCH 

Char l e s  T l l l y  and Louise  A. T i l l y  
Un ive r s i ty  of Michigan 
January 1979 

of t h e  family  has  s e rved  a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m .  That i a  a s  i t  

should be: t h e  way we r e l a t e  ou r  c u r r e n t  family  l i v e s  t o  ou r  unders tanding of 

t h e  p a s t  de f lnen  who we o r e ,  and who we ought t o  be. The a ; ln lys is  m y  unfold  

a s  Ar t :  a s  an e f f o r t  t o  r c c r e a t e  t h e  expe r i ences  of l i v i n g  i n  d i f f c ren :  sorLs o f  , 

families'. It may proceed a s  Science:  a s  an a t tempt  t o  t r a c e  r e l i a b l y  what 

a c t u a l l y  changed, and why. Or i t  may t a k e  t h e  form of P o l i t i c s :  the. d r i v e  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  changes i n  t h e  f ami ly ,  and whose i n t e r e s t s  

t hose  changes served.  For Chr i s tophe r  Lasch, t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  family  is 

mainly P o l i t i c s ,  w i th  a  dab o f  A r t .  Science -- o r ,  a s  he t h i n k s  of I t ,  pseudoscience 

-- i s  t h e  enemy. I.awrence Stone w r i t e s  h i s  l ~ l s t o r y  c l~ i e f l : ,  a s  Art ,  s l t hougb  iie i s  

no t  ave r se  t o  t h e  t r app ings  of Science when t l ~ c y  s e r v e  h i s  purpose. 

In  a s s i g n i n g  a  secondary r o l e ,  o r  none a t  a l l .  t o  tl ie s c r u t i n y  of r e l i a b l e  

evidence,  Lasch and Stone a r e . i n  tune wi th  the  l a t e s t  t r ends  of family  h i s t o r y .  

For a  decade o r  s o ,  beginning i n  t h e  1960s. NorLh American and European h i s t o r i a n s  

o f .  t h e  family  turned hope fu l ly  t o  Science i n  tlie g u i s e s  of demographic a n a l y s i s ,  

tormal  t r ea tmen t s  of k insh ip ,  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  descriptions of household economic 

a c t i v i t y .  Disencl~anLmrnt came f a s t ,  a s  they l ea rned  t h u t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e  helped p in  d o n  what a c t u a l l y  changed and what remai~ied tlic same. 
. . 

b u t  f a i l e d  t o , p r o v i d e  compel l ing exp lan? t ions  of t h e  changes. In t h e  l a s t .  

few y e a r s ,  h i s t o r i a n s  of t h e  f ami ly  have been t u r n i n g  away from cl!e 

s t r a l g h t f o r v a r d  d e m o ~ r a p l ~ i c  and m a t e r i a l i s t  determinisms of tlie 1960s 

. toward a  kind o f  i dea l i sm,  i n  which new bod ie s  o r  t houg l~ r  o r  gene ra l  s h i f t s  
I 

i n  ou t look  e x p l a i n  t r a n s f o m t l o n s  of family  l i f e .  Damograpl~y end economics 

s t i l l  provide s i g n i f i c a n t  s h a r e s  o f  t h e  evidence t h a t  family  l i f e  r e a l l y  

changed, but  t h e  sp read  of new i d e a s  becomes t h e  presumed cause  of changes. 

Chr i s tophe r  h s c h  and .Lawrence Stone hsve p l aycJ  important p a r t s ' i n  



t h e  promotion.of t h e  new ideal ism.  Despi te  marry < l i f f e r e n c e s  in  aim, s t y l e  

and argunlent, Lascl~ and Stone ag ree  on some c n l c i a l  p o s t u l a t e s :  

1. t h a t  every s o c i e t y  bas a  s i n g l e  dominant family  l i f e  which 
e x p r e s y s  i ts dominant h c l i e E s  and i s  b e s t  exempli f ied  by i t s  
r u l i n g  c l a s s e s ;  

2.  t h a t  changes i n  fanlily l l f e  occur  f i r s t  i n  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s e s ,  
then f i l t e r  down from "top" t o  "bottom"; 

3 .  t h a t  changes i n  a t t i t u d e s  toward marr iage,  s ex  and family  precede 
and cnuse t h e  a lLeraLions  i n  famjly  l i f e ;  

4 .  Llrat d e s c r i p t i o n s  and p r e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  family  l i f e  ( a s  opposed. 
t o r  example, t o  S I I C ~ I  family  by-products a s  r e g i s t e r s  of b i r t h s ,  
marr iages  and dea ths )  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  b e s t  evidence of what a c t u a l l y  
went on; 

5. Lhat t he  b o ~ ~ r g e o i s  n u c l e a r  f ami ly ,  w i th  i ts mild p a t r i a r c l ~ y ,  
i t s  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,  and i t s  d e s i r e  f o r  p r ivacy ,  is t h e  f u l l e s ~  
expres s ion  of l i b e r a l - c a p i t a l i s t  development.  

A l l  t h e s e  premises  break wi th  t h e  p o p u l i s t ,  Science-seeking family  h i s t o r y  

which grew up i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s. and which dominated academic r e sea rch  on 

the  s u b j e c t  f o r  almost a decade. The books by Lasch and Stone belong t o  

t h e  important  r ecen t  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  Science and a g a i n s t  populism i n  

s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  a s  a  whole. , 

From t h e i r  common ground, Lasch and Stone head o f f  i n  q u i t e  
. . 

d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s :  l.asch toward a  dyspep t i c  denunc ia t ion  of tlre 

s e l f - appo in t ed  e x p e r t s  and prophets  who a r e ,  he  t h i n k s ,  s p o i l i n g  t h e  

s a t i s f a c t i o n s  of tlre modern l ami ly ,  Stone toward a  long,  complex c h r o n i c l e  

o f  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  o t  family h i s t o r y ,  from t h e  Open Lineage of t h e  

Renaissance t o  tlre kesc r i c t ed  P a t r i a r ~ l r d l  Nuclear Iqamily of t h e  t i x t e e n t h  

and seven teen th  c e n t u r i e s  t o  Lhe Clused Domesticated Nuclear family  wnich, 

i n  h i s  view, emerged i n  tlre s even teen th  cen tu ry  and, i n  a l t e r e d  form, i s  

s t i l l  wi th  us  today. I.asch. t h a t  i s ,  t akes  t h e  d i r e c t  r o u t e  t o  s o c i a l  

c r i t $ c i s m ,  wh&le Stone goes a t  i t  i n d i r e c t l y ,  v i a  an  h i s t o r i c a l  p o 7 t r d i t  

i n  which t h e  modern family  -- " l l b e r a l  r a t h e r  than p a t r i a r c h a l  i n  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of power; bonded by a f f e c t i o n  between spouses  r a t h e r  than 

.n, * I . .a . ... . . . economic int 'rreit ' ; .  deYply' ';onGrn'eb wi tll' and a t tac l red t o  c l ~ i l d r e n ;  and f rank 

i n  i t s  exp res s ion  of s exua l i t y . "  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  dus t - j acke t  copv -- adds 

h i s L o r i c a l  l n c v i t a b l l i t y  t o  i t s  o t h e r  obvious a t t r a c t i o n s .  

A s  c r i t i c s ,  I.asch and S tone  i n t e r p r e t  t he  contenlporary family i n  p r e c i s e l y  

oppos i r e  ways. .To SLone, t h e  modern family embodies "iotrr key f e a t u r e s  . . . : 
i n t e n s i f i e d  a f f e c t i v e  bonding o f  t h e  nuc lea r  co re  a t  t h e  expense of neighbors  

and k i n ;  a  s t r o n g  sense  of i nd iv idua l  auLonomy and the  r i g h t  t o  personal  freedom 

i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  of l ~ a p p i n e s s ;  a  weakening of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of s exua l  p l easu re  

wi th  s i r 1  and g u i l t ;  and a  growing d e s i r e  f o r  phys i ca l  privacy" (p .  8). He is 

w r i t i n g ,  t hen ,  a  h i s t o r y  of l i b e r a t i o n :  t h e  " r i s e  o f  a f f e c t i v a  individual lsm" 

from 1500, through a  p e r i o d  of z lgzag change I n  t h e  seventeenth  cen tu ry ,  t o  i t s  

e s t ab l i s l ro~en t  among the  e l i t e  of e i s h ~ c e n t l ~ - c e n t u r y  England, pas t  t h e  se tbacks  

of VicLorian p a t r i a r c h y ,  t o  i t s  conquest  of Engl ish  l i f e  a s  a  wl~ole .  

To Lasclr, i n  c o n t r a s t ,  tlre r e a l i t y  of t h e  contemporary family  appears  most 

c l e a r l y  i u  "che s c h i z o p l ~ r e n i c  family . . . which i n  many ways appears  t o  repre-  

s en t  en ex;icgcrated v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  'normal'  fami.ly", where "'Elon~ism' -- t he  

psyc l~o log ica l  dominance o f  t h e  motlicr i n  t h e  modern middle-c lass  family -- . . . 
. a r i s e s n o t  because t h e  f a t h e r  i s .  always ' absen t '  a t  his work . . . but  because  

Ilc i s  weak and acqu ie scen t  a t  home. Tlir o t l ~ e r  members of t h e  fanlily d e f e r  . t o  

her  . . . because a r b i t r a r y ,  unpredictable and con t r ad ic to ry  ac t ion*  a r e  o f t e n  

i n t i m i d a t i n g  and because a . r e f u s a l  t o  examine t h e i r  meaning is  tlre e a s i e s t  way 

t o  kcep a  p reca r ious  -peacew (p. 1 5 t ) .  The family ,  I.asch s a y s ,  has  crumbled a s  

a u n i t  Tor a f f e c t i o n  and c h i l d - r e a r i n g .  l t i s  ev idence? .  The s t anda rd  pop-maga- 

z ine  l ist :  t h e  d ivo rce  r a t e ,  y o u t h ' r e b e l l i o n ,  d rug  a d d i c t i o n ,  impotence. 



Lasch 's  t a s k ,  then,  is t o  f i n d  ou t  why-'kfamily l i f e  [ l ~ a s ]  become s o  p a i n f u l ,  

marr iage s o  f r a g i l e ,  r e l a t i o n s  between p a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n  s o  f u l l  of h o s t i l i t y  

and r ec r imina t ion"  (p. xv i )  . 
Lasch 's  Haven i n  a  H e a r t l e s s  W o r g  is a  pe l l -me l l  polemic. ~ a s c h  

d e l i g l ~ t s  i n  throwing up h a l f  a  b r idge  ove r  a  swift-moving s t r eam,  then 

l eap ing  nimbly t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  sho re  wh j l e  h i s  r e a d e r ,  p lodding c l o s e  

behind. tumbles i n t o  t h e  murky wa te r s  t o  s l i ik  o r  s w i m  on h i s  own. Not 

f o r  IASCII t h e  prudent v i r t u e s  of completed arguments and sys t ema t i c  

evidence.  His i n t r o d t ~ c t i o n  and t a b l e  of c o n t e n t s  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  book w i l l  

couple  a  c r i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  of twent ie th-century thought  concerning t h e  

family  wi th  documentation of t h e  " s h a t t e r i n g  impact" on tlre family  of t h e  

s o c i a l  po l i cy  r e s u l t i n g  from t h a t  thought .  A f t e r  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  t h e  means 

of p rod~rc t ion .  Lasclr t e l l s  u s ,  c a p i t a l i s m  is now s e i z i n g  t h e  means of 

rcpruduct ion.  t h e  family .  M ~ i l e  t h e  Camily used t o  h e a l  t h e  h u r t s  

i n f l i c t e d  by s a p i t a l l s n r ' s  cr l re l  p u b l i c  l i f e .  claw even t h a t  l a r t  r e fuge  is 

d l s o p p e ~ r i n p .  l'he eage r  agen t s  o f  t h e  invas ion  a r e  t h e  <elf -appointed 

prophets  and t e c l r n l ~ J ~ n s  wl~o assume t h e  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t roub led  

fdml l l e s  and t o  i n s t r u c t  them i n  t h e  ways of c r e a t i v e  argument,  orgasm and 

c h i l d  c a i e .  

formul . l t ions  of t h e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s ,  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o t  T ~ l c o t t  Parsons  and 

h i s  c o l l a b o r a t o r s ,  t h e  f ads  and c o n t r o v e r s i e s  of t h e  s i x t i e s  and s e v e n t i e s .  

A s  a  f i r s t  exposure  t o  t h e  c a n t ,  obscurant ism and f r a g i l i t y  o f  sociological 

w r i t i n g  on the  f ami ly ,  Lasch 's  t endcn t io~as  t reatment  i s  s t i n ~ u l a t l n g  and i n f o r -  

mative. Bur i t  Is no th ing  l i k e  a  h i s t o r y  of t h e  family .  

S t i l l ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  argument is begu i l i ng :  i n  an extensiol l  of t he  p rocess  

by which c a p i t a l i s t s  c o l l e c t i v i z e d  product ion and t e c h n i c a l  knowledge, a p e c i a l i s t a  

hnve gone a  l ong  way toward assuming c o n t r o l  over  p r i v a t e  l i f e  as  we l l .  I n  t h e  

name of i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  h e a l t h ,  "doc to r s ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  c h i l d  

guidance e x p e r t s ,  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  j u v e n i l e  cou r t s "  and o t h e r s  have not  on ly  

undermined t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  f ami ly ,  but  a l s o  botched t h e i r  t h e r a p e u t l c  e f f o r t s .  

"Fear of maternal  abandonment." I.asch w r i t e s ,  "unde r l i e s  Lhe f r a n t i c  s ea rch  f o r  

psychic  s u r v i v a l ,  which has  replaced t h e  t r a d i t i o n d l  v i r t u e s  of work, t h r i f t ,  and 

achievement a s  t h e  e s sence  of t h e  bourgeois  e t h i c "  (p. 165). The book c o n t a i n s  

no evidence t h a t  such a  change has  a c t u a l l y  occurred -- on ly  conf i rma t ion  t h a t  

many w r i t e r s  s ay  so .  

Has i t ?  One p a r t  o f  Lssch 's  a n a l y s i s  is s u r e l y  c o r r e c t :  t h e  number and 

v a r i e t y  o f  s p e c i a l j s t s  i n  mending supposedly d e f e c t i v e  i n d i v l d u a l s  and f ami l i ca  

. . l.llat could be so. .But what does  ~ a s c h ' o f f e r  i n  ev idence? ,  . ~ c i t l l r r  
.,. . 

informat lon about  a c t l o 1  t r e n d s  i n  family  l i f e .  nor  documentation of t h e  ' 

, . 
' ' \  : ways i n  whict~ e x p e r t s  i ~ ~ t e r f e r e ,  nor y e t  any prdof t h a t  t odayf ;  s p e c i a l i s t s  

have a  l a r g e r  jmpasL on workaday expe r i ence  than t h e  p r i e s t s  and witclles 

they I~ave  d1;lplaced. In f a c t ,  not a s i n g l e  r e a l  fanrlly appea r s .  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  

book. In s t ead .  I.ascll o f f e r s  us  all angry review o f  t h e  l a s t  f eu  decades '  

w r i t l ~ l g s  about  Ll~e family .  The book develops  a s  a  rnuphly ch rono log ica l  

c r i t i q u e :  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  an empi r i ca l  soc io logy  o f  t h e  family  i n  t h e  twen t i e s  
> 

and t h i r t i e s ,  t h e  c l ~ a l l e n g e s  t o  orthodoxy then posed by C a r l e  Zimmerman and ' 

Willard  Waller.  ana lyses  o f  c u l t ~ r r e  and p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t h e  f o r t l e s ,  p s y r l ~ t a t r i c  

hds  grown d r ~ m a t l c a l l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  ha l l - cen tu ry ,  and Americans have t c~ rned  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  s e c u l a r  c o r ~ n s c l o r s  f o r  a i d  wit11 t l re l r  p r i v a t e  sorrows. 

Governments have l i c e n s e d  t h e  new p r o f e s s i o n a l e  and i n s t a l l e d  them i n  p u b l i c  

h u r e a ~ ~ c r a c l e s .  The s p e c i a l i s t s  have j u s t i E i e d  t h e i r  existence by pumping 

ou t  gloomy s t a t i s t i c s  and lugubr ious  prognoses. But a r e  t h e  sorrows themselves 

more p r e v a l e n t ,  and t h e  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  of tlie a p e c i a l i s t s  more damaging. t han  

thcy uaed t o  be? We doubt  it. More l i k e l y  t h e  p a i n s  of fnmi l i eb  have changed 

i n  c h a r a c t e r  -- fewer wives vorn o u t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  by t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

phys i ca l  s l ~ r v i v a l .  more mothers bewildered by tlie c l ~ o i c e a  open t o  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  -- whi le  t h e  family-savers  have simply taken on t h e  i n e f f e c t u a l  



r o l e s  of t h e  p r i e s t s  and wi t ches  wl~o prece?ed them. L a s c l ~ ' s  j u s t i f i e d  

a t t a c k s  on t h e  nonsense American i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w r i t e  about  family  c r i s e s  

have l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  everyday exper ience of l i v i n g  i n  

fami- l ies .  . . . 
l s s c h  bo ld ly  l e a p s  the  gap from h i s  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  t o  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of 

family l i f e  by assumption and a s s e r t i o n :  t h a t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  d i d  wl~at  theor-  

. i s t s  preached,  t h a t  f a n ~ i l i e s  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  d i s i ~ ~ t e g r a t i n g  a s  never  b e f o r e ,  

LhaL i n  one way o r  ano the r  t l ~ c  preaching and Llie ~ ~ r a c t i c c  c d ~ ~ s e d  Ll~e dis l r l -  

t e g r a t i o n .  The method of argument s ad ly  be t r ays  I.aschls i n i t i a l  d e c l a r a t i o n :  

" . . . t h e  conte~nporary fanlily is t h e  product o i  human agency, not  of 

a b s t r a c t  s o c i a l  ' f o r c e s '  . . . Men make t l ~ e i r  own I ~ i s t a > r y ,  al.though they make 

i t .  t o  be  s u r e ,  under cond i t i ons  not of t h e i r  c l~oos ing ,  and s o n ~ e t i n ~ e s  wi th  

r e s u l t s  t h e  oppos i t e  of t h e  r e s u l t s  in tended" (pp. x i v ,  xv) .  The o n e . t l ~ i n g  

w e  do not  f i nd  i n  t l ~ i s  book i s  n~en -- o r  women -- making t h e i r  own I l i s to ry .  

"llourgeois domesticity d i d  not  s i n ~ p i y  evo lve , "  Lascl~ a rgues  i n  a  c l ~ a r a c -  

t e r i s t i c  passage. " l t  was imposed on s o c i e t y  by t h e  f o r c e s  of organized 

v i r t u e .  l e d  by Feminis ts ,  temperance advoca te s ,  educa t iona l  r e io rmers ,  l i b e r a l  

m i n i s t e r s .  p e n o l o g i s t s ,  d o c t o r s  and bureaucrats"  (p .  169) .  'Tlrese nineteent l l -  

cen tu ry  m i s f i t s  foresl~adowed t l ~ e  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c l ~ o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i a l  workers ,  

c l ~ e r a p i s t s  and o t h e r  e x p e r t s  who, i n  Lhe L w e ~ ~ t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  would t  ransmute . 

bourgeois  domest lc l  ty  i n t o  a  madhouse fo r  t he  s e l f - i n d u l g e n t .  Somewl~ere i n  

chit n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  1.isch i n t i m a t e s ,  passed a  FleeLing chance f o r  .z 

,wholesome family. I . t f e ,  i n  which f a t h e r s  l ~ i i d . . a ~ ~ t h & i , c ~ ,  mo t l~e r s  prcvided love.  _ . 

. .and c h i l d r e n  reached ma tu r i ty  by working Ll~rough t h e i r  o e d i p a l  c r i s e s  w i th in .  

t h s  t ~ o u s e l ~ o l d .  The s p e c i a l i s t s  botched t h a t  c l~ance .  Tn any c a s e ,  t h e  chance 

was not  very l i k e l y ,  fo r  " p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  and t h e  nuc lea r  f ami ly ,  which i n  

t h e  h ine t een t l l  centuky provided new supporcs  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  freedom and 

pe r sona l  .. ~ u r o n o n ~ y ,  conta ined r ~ l ~ l ~ l n  themselves qlements F a t a l  t o  t l ~ e l r  own 

- 7 -  
I 

'The same sense  o f  t h e  inevitability oF d e c l i n e  appears  i n  Lasch 's  i n t e r -  I 

I 

p r c t a t i o n  of feminism. It is. he a r g u e s ,  an  outgrowtl~ of women's educa t ion ,  

wl~ich made women d i s s a t i s f i e d  wit11 t h e i r  o v e r q u a l i f i c a t l u n  f o r  t h e i r  t y p i c a l  

employments, motherhood and housewifery : "Indeed, t h e  educated I~ousewife  ' 

turned ou t  t o  be t h e  supreme example and v i c t im  of o v e r t r a i n i n g ,  and he r  

growing resentment o f  h e r  lowly s t a t u s  -- s o  s l ~ a r p l y  a t  odds not  only  wi th  

. her  expec ta t ions  bu t  wi th  t h e  s t a t u s  t o  which academic t r a i n i n g  e n t i t l e d  
. . 

l ~ r r  -- l ~ e l p e d  t o  generaLe a  f u l l - s c a l e  r e v i v a l  of feminism a t  the  end o f  t he  

s i x t i e s "  (p .  135) .  Yet feminism is  an  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  same impulse f o r  

" p o l i t i c a l  freedom and pe r sona l  autonon~y" L l~a t  Lasch regards  a s  h e i q  one o f  

t h e  n ine t een th  c e n t u r y ' s  few b e n e f i t s .  ~ l l a t ' s  sauce f o r  t he  bourgeois  

gander is appa ren t ly  poison f o r  t h e  poor goose, 111s wife .  The sex and c l a s s  

I l iases  o f  I .ascl~'s arguments a r e  s t r o n g ,  t h e  conse rva t ive  in~p l i caL ions  ominous. 

Lawrence Stone b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  ques t ion  of modern h i s t o r y  

i s  t h e  exp lana t ion  of "massive s l ~ i t  t s  i n  world views and va lue  sys tems,  

and how they expressed themselves in  changes i n  t he  ways members of t h e  

family  r e l a t e d  t o  each o t h e r ,  i n  terms o f  l e g a l  arraogcnlents,  s t r u c t u r e .  

custom, power, a f f e c t  and sex" (p. 3) .  The ques t  pu t s  him i n  t h e  company 

of )lax Weber. Joseph B~rrkhardt  and R.H. Tawney, not  t o  mention innumerable . I 

l a t t e r - d a y  a p o l o g i s t s  of M o d e r o i z a t i o ~ ~ .  A f t e r . a  t hough t fu l  met l~odologtcal  

i n t r o d ~ ~ c r i o ~ ~  and a  review of t h e  o v e r a l l  domographic ' t rends ,  Stone l a y s  o u t  

i ke  bulk o f  111s book a s  p o r t r a i t s  o f . c h i a e  ma jo r . f ami ly  types ,  d i s t i n c t  
. . 

... . . ... i n  . c l ~ a r a c t e r  but  . ove r l app ing  in .  t ime: , t h e  Open Lineage Famtly (1450-1630); ... . 1 
L , t h e  R e s t r i c t e d  P a t r i a r c h a l  Nuclear Family (1550-1700);qthe  Closed Domesticated 

Nuclear Family (1640-1800). Then come a  long ,  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n  on sex and 

a  for ty-page conclus ion.  

. .  Desp i t e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and p r o t e s t a t i o n s  t o  t he ' con t r a ry ,  t h e  book's 

b indlng theme is a  success  s t o r y :  t h e  r i s e  of a f f e c t i v e  indivldual ism.  

S tone ' s  f r equen t  comparisons wi th  France, f o r  example, a r e  i n  terms of ex i s t ence"  (p. 168) 



Frenc l~  backwardness. Ile t r e a t s  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  pe r iod  a s  a  r e v e r s a l  of 

t h e  main t r e n d .  And t h e  use  of t h e  word "even" i n  ph rases  such a s  "even 

a t  t h i s , e a r l y  d a t e  . . ., " ( 4 5 2 )  o r  "even i n  t bose  days  o f  t h e  companionate ' 

marr i sge"  (336) r e v e a l s  ascheme t h a t  has  taken ove r  from t h e  evidence.  

Not t h a t  Stone I s  s t i n g y  wi th  evidence.  Ep i t aphs ,  family  p o r t r a i t s ,  

popular  v e r s e ,  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s .  t e s t e ~ e n t s , ~  no7cls.. au t cb iog rapb ie s  m s ,  

femi1;'ceremonies'and d e y g r i p l ~ i c  statistics sveep through 111s 800 pages  

l i k e  l e a v e s  through a  storm-sever.  He combines aggrega te  denlographic d a t a '  

Stone t e 1 l s . u ~ .  f o r  s h e  l i v e d  a  l o v e l e s s  marr iage du r ing   he Eul l  f lower  o f  

b f f e c t i v r  i nd iv idua l i sm and companionate msrr iage.  Yet s l ~ e  is one o f  t h e  

book's most-c i ted  cases .  Boswell -- whose l i a i s o n s  and i ~ ~ f e c t i o n s  a r e  inven- 

: 
t o r i e d  r e l e n t l e s s l y  -- had both  ail a f f e c t i o n a t e  marr iage and an  a t h l e t i c  

. e x t r a m a r i t a l  . c a ree r ,  w l~ ich  makes l11m an except ion-  t o  a l l  Stone.'* t r e n d s .  .. 
. . '  

ye t '  he,' roo,  appea r s  a g a i n  and aga in .  ~ u i t e  a  comedown f o r  an au tho r  wl~o 

began h i s  e a r l i e r ,  m a g i s t e r i a l  C r i s i s  o f  an Ar i s toc racy  w i t l ~  t h e  dictum t h a t  

r I *  S t a t i s t i c a l  measurement is t h e  on ly  meens of e x t r a c t i n g  s coherent  p a t t e r n  

(most o f t e n  concerning t h e  peerage o r  t h e  g e n t r y ,  b u t  sometimes d e a l i n g  wi th  - from ~ h o  c l ~ a o s  o f  persons1 behaviour  and o f  d i scove r ing  which is a  t y p i c a l  

a  we l l - s tud ied  v i l l a g e  o r  w i th  England a s  a  whole) w i th  s e l e c t e d  examples specimen and wl~ich a  s p o r t .  F a i l u r e  t o  apply  s u c l ~  c o n t r o l s  has  lcrl t o  

from 33 d i a r i e s .  74 au tob iog raph ie s ,  31 c o l l e c t i o n s  of correspondence and .  much wild  and imp laus ib l e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  about  s o c i a l  phenomena. based upon 

41  biographies of i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  f a m i l i e s .  He b u i l d s  from t h e s e  sou rces  a  a  handful  of s t r i k i n g  o r  well-documented exon~ples  . " Bxac t l y  what happens i n  

bold s y n t l ~ c s i s  of changes i n  a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  w i t h i n  " the  Engl ish  . - 'L'l~e Fanlily, Sex and Marriage: a  few s e l f - s e l e c t e d  f a m i l i e s ,  wl~o might 

famlly" from 1500 t o  1800. The s t o r i e s  a r e  engaging,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f t e n  p o s s i b l y  have se rved  f o r  a  h i s t o r y  u f  Lhe a r i s t o c r a c y  and t h e  g e n t r y ,  became 

t e l l i n g ,  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  r i c h ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  impress ion one of be ing  L I I ~  h a s i s  o f  g c ~ ~ c r a l i z a t i o ~ ~ s  about  t h e  o t h e r  95 perccnt  of t l ~ c  popu la t ion  -- 
swept a long  by a  rush-hour crowd; one must d e l i b e r a t e l y  clamber up on to  

a  fence t o  s e e  what is going by. 

On coo le r  examinat ion,  t h e  evidence does  no t  s u s t a l n  t h e  arplment .  The 

dcmograpl~ic a n a l y ~ i s  d e s c r i b e s  eiLller t h e  e n t i r e  Engl ish  popu l r t i on  o r  a  segment 

of t he  e l i t e ;  i t  konnects poor ly  w i t l ~  ~ l ~ e  demographic exper ience and t ,~mi ly  

h i s t o r i e s  of t h e  ind iv i r lua l s  whose l i v e s  form Ll~e bulk  of t h e  e v i d c ~ ~ c c .  

 stone,'^ metl~od f o r  determining a t t i t ~ ~ d e s  I s  t o  s tudy  t h e  s t a t emen t s  of t h e  

l l t e r a c i .  e l i t e .  S ince  a  smal l  n u ~ ~ ~ b e r  of f a m i l i e s  -- t h e  Byrds. J o s s e l i n s .  

~ ' ~ w e s .  Vcrneys. Boswells.  Pepys, Thraleu,  B l ~ m G e l l s  and a  few o t h e r s  -- 
r ecu r  over  and ove r ,  t h e  absence of sys t ema t i c  i n fo rma t ion  on t l l e i r  f e r t l l i t y ,  

m o r t a l i t y ,  marr iages  and o t h e r  v l t a l  m a t t e r s  i s  d i s c o n c e r l i n g .  . 

Even w i t l ~ l n  t h e s e  l i m i t s ,  some p e c u l i a r i t i e s  i n  S tone ' s  use o f  evidence 

s r e  obvlous .  Samuel .Johnson's pa t roness  Mrs. Thra l e  is "not a t  a l l  t yp ica l . "  

pca: lsa~~t . - ; ,  f o r n ~ e r s ,  a r t l s a n s  and p r o l e l a r l a n s  -- a s  w e l l .  

Her$ is l~ow Stone d i smis ses  roughly h a l f  t he  E o g l l s l ~  popu la t lon :  

, \ n~~n j i  t l ~ c  mass o f  t h e  very poor . . . t h e  common b c l ~ n v i o r  of 
. . 

n w ~ ~ y  p a r e n t s  toward t h e i r  c l ~ i l d r c n  was o f t e n  i n d l i f e r e n t ,  c r u e l ,  

e r r a ~ l c ' a n d  unpred ic t ab le .  i t ,  1s not c l e a r  w l~e thc r  t l ~ c  reason 

was c u l t u r a l ,  a  r e s u l t  of depr ivat icrn  of any 'p rope r ty  s t a k e  i n  

s o c i e t y  and displacement  f a r  from home and k i n ,  o r  w l~e the r  i t  

was economic, i n  t h e  sense  t l ~ ? t  more humane f e e l l n p s  snd a  

g r e a t e r  s e n s e  o f  s u s t a i n e d  concern were l u x ~ ~ r l e a  wl~ich they 

collld r a r e l y  a f f o r d .  The cu l t t r r e  of pover ty  d i d  not  encuuraRc 

f o r e s i g l ~ t  o r  providence. s i n c e  t h e  l i v e s  or  tllu~se on t h e  

ecollon~ic margin o f  e x i s t e n c e  were Loo mucl~ .I[ t l ~ e  mercy o f  



~ h e e r  chance -- a bad h a r v e s t ,  unemployment o r  s i c k n e s s  -- t o  

j u s t i f y  r a t i o n a l  c a l c u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  They were the re -  

f o r e  improvident i n  b e g e t t i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  w i th  no thought  of 

* a ... ..how they were Lo,be.nursed-and f ed ,  and i m p r o v i d e n ~  and care-  

l e s s  In d i spos ing  of them once they had a r r i v e d ;  easv come, 

easy go (p .  470). 

One can hea r  Parsun Malthus c luck ing  h i s  tongue abouL t h e  improvidence of 

Llle poor! This  co~~ temptuous  equa t ion  of pover ty  wi th  pa t l~o logy  has  heen 

conlulon e r ~ o ~ r g l ~  anlong botlrjieois o b s e r v e r s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  and twen t i e th  

c e n t u r i e s .  But i t  f l i e s  i n  il le f a c e  o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  such c a r e f u l  demo- 

g raph ic  h i s t o r i a n s  a's ~ e i t h  ~ k i g l l t s o n  and' David Levine; t hey  show us poor 

people a d j u s t i n g  t h e i r  marr iages  and c h i l d b e a r i n g  t o  eve ry  s h i f t  i n  t h e i r  

we l f a re ,  and pool ing t h e i r  meager r e sources  t o  keep t h e  family  e n t e r p r i s e  

going. U l t ima te ly  S tone ' s  d i s m i s s a l  of t h e  poor undern~ines  h i s  main argu- 

ment; i t  exempts such a  l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  popu la t ion  a s  t o . r a i s e  doubts  

whe t l~e r  t h e  "massive s h i f t s  i n  world views and va lue  sys t eu~s"  pene t r a t ed  

beyond t h e  comfor table  world of t h e  l i t e r a t e  e l i t e .  

In  a sk ing  t h a t  they t ake  t h e i r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i o u s l y ,  we demand d 

l o t  of Stone and Lasch. Over t h e  l a r g e  popu la t ions  and time spans  they 

d e a l  w i t t ~ , t h e e v i d e n c e  on hehavior  is  f ragmentary ,  t h e  evidence on a t L i t u d e s  

t h i n  and e l u s i v e .  Yct Lhey have a p r a c t i c a l  choice .  Cnol'gh r d r e f u l  re- 

s ea rch  on t h e  d o ~ e o t i : ,  dpmograpl~lc and work c x p e r i a n c e ~ ~ o f  o rd ina ry  people 

accumulated du r lng  t h e  tempokary p o p u l a r i t y  o f  s o c i a l - s c i e n t i f i c  h i s t o r y  t o  

make p o s s i b l e  a  reasoned comparison o f  r eg ions ,  c l a s s e s  and pe r iods .  With 

a  l a r g e  e f f o r t ,  i t  is f e a s i b l e  t o  examine what a c t u a l l y  happened t o  f a m i l i e s  . . 
a's thgy p > s l e t f f r i & i G d ,  &veb t o  c i i i e s ,  involved themselves  i n  marke;ing. 

accumulated c a p i t a l  o r  came under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  an expanding s t a t e .  That 

examination w i l l  s u r e l y  d imin i sh  t h e  r o l e s  o f  Value Systems and Expe r t s ,  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  importance o f  changing r e l a t i o n s  of product ion,  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  

noLlon t h a t  family  changes  gene ra l ly  spread from t h e  l i t e r a t e  e l i t e ,  and 

-,,. r e v e a l  much more shor t - term coping by o rd ind ry  f a m i l i e s  than Laschtand Stone 

a l low.  I f  they f i n d  Lhat massive t a s k  u n a t t r a c t i v e ,  our  a u t h o r s  have on ly  

t o  l a b e l  t h e i r  work f o r  what i t  is: a  blend of s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m  wi th  e l i t e  

l i t e r a r y  I ~ i s L o r y .  H i s t o r i a n s  o f  Llie family may p rope r ly  l a h e l  t l r e i r  work a s  

Science. -Art  o r  P o l i t i c s ,  o r  a s  a  blend o f  t h e  th ree .  The f a t e f u l  e r r o r  i s .  

i 
t o  t a k e  t h e  l i v e s  and words of t h e  dominant c l a s s e s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  everyday I 
expe r i ences  of t h e  popu la t ion  a s  a  whole. 
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