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BRITAIN STRUGGLES OVER INEQUALITY. . 

"It was because  England had a  b loody r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  , ' I  K e i t h  .Thomas h a s  w r i t t e n ,  

t h a t  s h e  escaped  one i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h .  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  i n  t h e  n ine -  

. t e e n t h  and t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  c l a s s e s  i n . p o s s e s s i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  

power a lways  managed t o  y i e l d  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  t o o  l a t e .  But sometimes 

t h e y  c u t  i t  v e r y  f i n e .  3!uch e v i d e n c e  can  b e  accumulated t o  show t h e  

i n t e n s i t y  of d e m o c r a t i c  a g i t a t i o n  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e e l i n g  i n  

work ing-c lass  England,  e s p ' e c i a l l y  between 17-90 and 1 8 2 2 . .  These  were  

y e a r s  o f  underground c o n s p i r a c y ,  h a r s h  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  s u s -  

pens ion  of many c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  and much p o p u l a r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  Although 

most work ing-c lass  r e f o r m e r s  saw themse lves  as r e a s s e r t i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  

l i b e r t i e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  u p p e r - c l a s s  r e a c t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  a  s m a l l  

n u c l e u s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  who hoped f o r  a  coup d '  e t a t  and a  p r o l e t a r i a n  

i n s u r r e c t i o n .  The y e a r s  1831-1832, when t h e  Reform B i l l s  were  a t  s t a k e ,  

c a n  be  p l a u s i b l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c r i s i s ,  h e l d  i n  c h e c k < b y  

t h e  " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l "  e l ement  among t h e  r e f o r m e r s  and a v e r t e d  i n  ' t h e  n i c k  
. . 

of t ime  by t h e  s u r r e n d e r  of  t h e  k i n g  and l o r d s  t o  e x t r a p a r l i a m , e n t a r y  

p r e s s u r e .  "We were w i t h i n  a  moment of  g e n k r a l  r e b e l l i o n , "  w r o t e  F r a n c i s  

Plac 'e,  t h e ,  o r g a n i z e r  of  r e f o r m  (Thomas 1978: 70) .  . . 

The p e r i o d  around 1830 ,  t h e n ,  b rough t  a  c r e s t  of  c o n f l i c t  and of demands f o r  

change i n . B r i t a i n .  K e i t h  Tl~omas i s  f a r  from a l o n e  i n  t h i n k i n g  s o .  
\ 

A f t e r  t h e  French R e v o l u t i o n  o f  J u l y ,  1830 ,  F r a n c i s  P l a c e  h imse l f  spoke 

t h e  l anguage  of  r e v o l u t i o n  -- a t  l e a s t  when i t  s e r v e d  h i s  purpose .  A t  t h e  

s t a r t  of  November 1830,  he  w r o t e  t o  J o s e p h  Hume: 

There  must be  a ' r a d i c a l  change,  n o t  'a sham re fo rm b u t . a  r a d i c a l  change 



from t h e  top  t o  tile bo t tom,  and t h i s  you may i f  you p l e a s e  c a l l '  a  

R e v o l u t i o n .  The whole scheme of  o u r  Government i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r u p t ,  

and no c o r r u p t  sys tem e v e r  y e t  reformed i t s e l f .  Our Systeni cou ld  n o t  

r e fo rm i t s e l f  i f  i t  would. Take away t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  and n o t h i n g  remains .  

H i s  Dukeship and h i s  c o a d j u t o r s  know t h i s  a s  w e l l  a s  I d o ,  b u t  they 

t h i n k  t h e y  can  c o n t i n u e  to.  c a j o l e  t h e . p e o p l e .  C a t h o l i c  Emancipat ion was 

. t o  appease  them. Repeal  of  Taxes on Beer  and on L e a t h e r  was t o  s a t i s f y  

them . . . But w e  a r e  t o l d ;  i f  a l l  c o n c e s s i o n  b e  r e f u s e d  t h e  peop le  w i l l  

become o u t r a g e o u s ,  and no one can  t e l l  what may f o l l o w .  Yes,  I t h i n k  % 

any one  can  t e l l .  There  w i l l  be  much grumbl ing and mee t ing  and p e t i -  

t i o n i n g  w i l l  f o l l o w .  They w i l l  become more and more d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  and i n  

t ime  t h e y . w i l 1  u s e  f o r c e  and a f t e r  a  w h i l e  t h e y  w i l l  t r iumph .  T h i s  i s  

i n e v i t a b l e  ( B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y ,  ADD. MS. 35148, P l a c e  P a p e r s ,  v o l .  L ~ X I X ,  

P l a c e  t o  Hume, 1 Nov .30) .  
. . 

Although F r a n c i s  P l a c e  was e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t a k e  h i s  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  blob and 

i t s  r n e t h o d s , i n  1830 h e  knew what h e  was t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  Over t h e  n e x t  two 

y e a r s  of  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  r e f o r m ,  he  was to ,  show h i m s e l f  a  s k i l l e d  b r o k e r  and 

m a n i p u l a t o r  of  p o p u l a r  demands f o r  change.  And f o r  t h e  l a s t  few d e c a d e s ,  Ile 
3 

had been a  c l o s e  o b s e r v e r ,  and sometime o r g a n i z e r ,  of p o p u l a r  c o ~ i t e n t i o n .  He 

knew t h a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  o f . B r i t a i n  r e a d i l y  took up t h e  c u d g e l s  f o r  

t h e i r  own r i g h t s  and i n t e r e s t s .  

They did.. Well  o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e n a s  of  Reform and n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h  p e o p l e  of  t h e  1820s  and 1830s  k e p t  up a  c o n t i n u o u s  cadence of demands, 

p r o t e s t s ,  and s t r u g g l e s  f o r  a d v a n t a g e .  I t  is  i l l u ~ i l i n a t i n g  t o  p l a c e  t h e  . 

g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e s t s  o v e r  Reform, C a t h o l i c  Emancipat ion and o t h e r  i s s u e s  i n  

t h e  c o n t e x t  of'  everyday c o n t e n t i o n .  I t  is  i l l u m i n a t i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  j u s t a p o s i t i o n  

of  t h e  mundane and t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s t r u g g l e s  of t h e  t i m e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a  



certain order in the events which authorities, like subsequent historians, 

were inclined to dismiss as "riot". It is illuminating because the juxtaposition 

, reveals continuity between great events and small. I t  is illuminating, finally, 

because the close study - of everyday conflicts provides a means of tracing the 
< 

rise and fall of issues which exercised ordinary people, but which did not , 

always find pamphleteers and memorialists to articulate what was at stake.. . . 

Inequality'was an issue. To be more exact, demands to reduce flagrant 

inequalities of rewards and rights -- especially those provided or guaranteed 

by the national government -- figured prominently in the conflicts of the time. 

Reform is the obvious case: the advocates of parliamentary reform called both 

for broadening of the suffrage within counties and boroughs and for the 

equalization of.representation across counties and boroughs. The problem 

. .  . was not simply that a privileged elite monopolized the right to elect members 

to Parliament. Itwas also that representation ran the whole.range from a 

pocket borough in which a -handful of powerful men chose their own ?I.P.,, to 

a whole county such as Yorkshire which sent a mere four members to Parliament. 

Electoral reform, however, was by no means the only issue involving 

inequality. ~emovin~ the disabilities of ~ews, Catholics., and 

Protestant Dissenters c'ame to be an imporcant demand of the 1820s. Whether 

owners and workers would have equal opportunities to organize around their 

interests was at stake in the struggles over the legalization of trade unions 

and t,he regulation of friendly societies. \Jho.should run parish affairs -- 

a propertied elite or the mass of the ratepayers -- excited bitter arguments. 

Even such apparently unpolitical matters as hunting pitted a few rich people, 

with their closed and patrolled grounds, against large numbers of poor 
. . 

"poachers" who sometimes.claimed the right to take the game they killed. 



Demands f o r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of i n e q u a l i t y ,  i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  b f '  

a b s o l u ' t e ' e q u a l i t y ,  informed a wide range  of p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  i n  Reform-era 

B r i t a i n .  

Harold  P e r k i n  h a s  p o r t r a y e d  t h e  c e n t u r y  A f t e r  1750 i n  ~ n ~ l a n d ' a s  t h e  

g r e a t  t r a n s i t i o n  from a  s o c i a l ' s t r u c t u r e  b a s e d  on p r o p e r t y  and p a t r o n a g e  t o  

a s o c i a l  . s t r u c t u r e  based on c l a s s  -- a  s h i f t  f rbm v e r t i c a l  t o  h o r i z o n t a l  

s o l i d a r i t i e s . .  He makes t h e  e a r l y  .decades of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c r i t i c a l :  

.. . . one of t h e ' d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  new s o c i e t y ,  b y . c o n t r a s t  

w i t h  t h e  Local ism of t h e  o l d ,  was t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  c l a s s e s ,  

i n  a p p e a l  i f  n o t  a lways i n  s t r e n g t h .  A t  some p o i n t  between t h e  French 

Revolu t ion  and t h e  Grea t  Reform A c t , ' t h e .  v e r t i c a l  antagonism and h o r i z o n t a l  

s o l i d a r i t i e s  of c l a s s  emerged on a n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  from and o v e r l a y  t h e  

v e r t i c a l  bonds and h o r i z o n t a l  r i v a l r i e s  o f  c o n n e c t i o n  and i n t e r e s t .  That  

moment .. . . saw the  b i r t h  o f  class ( P e r k i n  1969: 1 7 7 ) .  

While o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  n o t i o n  of c l a s s ,  E.P. Thompson l i k e w i s e  

l o c a t e s  t h e  "making'! o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  working c l a s s  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  Reform. 

The s h i f t  from p r o p e r t y  and p a t r o n a g e  t o  c l a s s  had i t s  i m p a c t . o n  p o l i t i c s ,  

p o p u l a r  i d e o l o g y ,  and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n :  demands f o r  t h e ' r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

i n d i v i d u a l s . . r a t h e r  t h a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  s p r e a d i n g  b e l i e f s  i n  popula r  

s o v e r e i g n t y  i n s t e a d  o f  a compact between t h e  e l i t e  and t h e i r  c l i e n t s ,  s h i f t s  

toward a c t s  d i r e c t l y  s t a t i n g  c l a i m s  on a u t h o r i t i e s  based on numbers and 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  p l a c e  o f  o l d e r  forms of  mut iny ,  mockery, and s u p p l i c a t i o n .  

A l l  t h e s e  changes  gave i n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i n e q u a l i t y  among i n d i v i d u a l s  . 

a 3 . a  wrong, and t o  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of i n e q u a l i t y  a s  a - r i g h t .  They o c c u r r e d ,  

however, i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n e q u a l i t y  of income and w e a l t h  wrought 

by t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l .  F a c t s  o f  i n e q u a l i t y ,  demands f o r  e q u a l i t y .  
- - 



Because many s t r u g g l e s  of t h e  t ime involved an underpr iv i leged  popu la t ion ' s  

p re s s ing  of i t s  r i g h t s  a g a i n s t  a  v i s i b l y  p r i v i l e g e d  minor i ty ,  a c t o r s  pursuing a  

wide v a r i e t y  of ends could adopt broadly s i m i l a r  means of .  c o l l e c t i v e  ac t ion ,  

For example, they  could a l l  a t tempt  t o  mob i l i ze  and d i s p l a y  a  v i s i b l e  and 

. committed fol lowing by such means a s  demon&trations,  parades ,  and mass meetings. 

By ana logy 'and  by d i r e c t  communication, suppor t e r s  of one cause  adopted t h e  

innovat ions  of another .  Other f a c t o r s , -  t o  be  s u r e ,  a l s o  promoted a  c e r t a i n  

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of t h e  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n :  t h e ' p r e s e n c e  of common 

t a r g e t s  of demands, e s p e c a i l l y  'Par l iament;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a u t h o r i t i e s  po l iced  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n , . . t o l e r a t i n g  a  few p r e f e r r e d  means such a s  o r d e r l y  p e t i t i o n i n g ,  

whi le  punishing a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of o t h e r  means; t h e  shared memory of successes  

and f a i l u r e s  by groups which t r i e d  one means o r  another ;  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 

common t r e n d s  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of work and r o u t i n e  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  

base popula t ions  from which c o l l e c t i v e  a c t o r s  a rose .  B u t , t h e  s a l i e n c e  of 

i n e q u a l i t y  as an i s s u e  s u r e l y  r e in fo rced  t h e  tendency f o r  a  l i m i t e d  number 

of forms t o  dominate t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  of t h e  time. 

I n . t h i s  r e p o r t ,  we make no e f f o r t  t o  frame a  sus t a ined  argument about 

i n e q u a l i t y  and i t s  consequences. I n s t e a d ,  we d e s c r i b e  t h e  predominant forms 

of pub l i c ,  d i scon t inuous ,  l a rge r - sca l e  conten t ion  i n  B r i t a i n  j u s t  be'fore t h e  . 

Reform mob i l i za t ion  of t h e  e a r l y  1830s. By doing so ,  however, we hope t o  

g ive  a  s ense  of t h e  con tex t  of t h a t  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e ' o v e r  i n e q u a l i t y ,  and of ' t h e  

' conc re t e  ways i n - w h i c h  t h e  a b s t r a c t  problem became a  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y .    he 
. . 

r e p o r t  concen t r a t e s  on t h e  c o n f l i c t s  of 1828 and 1829, drawing on a  sys temat ic  

e f f o r t  t o  c a t a l o g  r e l e v a n t  events  from t h e  whole of B r i t a i n :  England, Wales .  

and Scot land.  



There is no page 9.  , 



B R I T A I N  I N  1828 AND 1829 

A t  t h e  end of  t h e  1820s ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  was a  n a t i o n  (some would s a y  t l i r ee  

n a t i o n s ,  o r  more) of 16  m i l l i o n  peop le .  The number was growing f a s t :  up from 

1 0 . 5  m i l l i o n  i n  1801,  on i t s  way t o  20.8  m i l l i o n  i n  1851.  Of . 1 8 3 l 1 s  tot31. 

of 1 6 . 3  m i l l i o n ,  Wales had some 800 thousand  p e o p l e ,  S c o t l a n d  abou t  2 .4  m i l l i o n ,  

and England t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y :  1 3 . 1  m i l l i o n .  Those p e o p l e  were a l r e a d y  

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  London r e g i o n  and i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  

of L a n c a s h i r e ,  Y o r k s h i r e  and S c o t l a n d .  W e  s a y  " a l r e a d y "  because  a s  of 1828 and 

- .  1829 t h e  g r e a t  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  movement of  u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

s t i l l  had f a r  t o  go. I n  1801,  abou t  one  p e r s o n  i n  s i x  (16.5  p e r c e n t )  had l i v e d  

i n  a  c i t y  of  20,000 o r  more; i n  1831,  t h e  f i g u r e  was one i n  f o u r  (24.6  p e r c e n t ) ;  

i n  '1851, one  i r i  t h r e e  (34 .0  p e r c e n t ) .  

A s  of  1828,  t h e n ,  more t h a n  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of  tlle p o p u l a t i o n  of Grea t  

B r i t a i n  l i v e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  o r  i n 1  s m a l l e r  to tms .  A t  that:  p o i n t  i n  ' t ime ,  

B r i t a i n ' s  f a m ' i l i e s  s p l i t  abou t  even ly  among t h r e e  broad econ0,mi.c c a t e g o r i e s :  

1 )  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  2) t r a d e  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  3) s e r v i c e s :  a t  t h e  census.  o f .  1831,  

t h e  f i g u r e s  were a  m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  1 . 4  m i l l i o n  i n  t r a d e ,  

m a n u f a c t u r e s  and h a n d i c r a f t ,  a n o t h e r  n i i l l i o n  i n  " o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s " , ,  wl~icli  . 

were c h i e f l y  s e r v i c e s .  The a g r i c u 1 , t u r a l  s e c t o r  was l e v e l i n g  o f f  ~ ; l h i l e  tlie 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d .  s e r v i c e  s e c t o r s ,  were growing r a p i d l y .  F a c t o r i e s  were - 

s h o o t i n g  up,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g . w a s  moving i n t o  t h e  c i t i e s  from t h e  hamle t s  and 

s m a l l  towns where i t  had t h r i v e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and a  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  

f r a g m e n t e d ' s o r t  of  work was d i s p l a c i n g  t h e  a r t i s a n a l  and domes t i c  forms of 

p r o d u c t i o n  which had p r e v a i l e d  u n t i l  t h e n .  By t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  tlie t ime ,  

. G r e a t  B ' r i t a i n  was t h e  world ' s  l e a d i n g  example of  u r b a n - i z a t i o n  and i n d u s t r i a l -  

i z a t i o n .  -- 



T h i s  Eas t -c l~ang ing  c o u n t r y  was much d i v i d e d  by c l a s s ,  r e g i o n  and f a i t h .  

E.P. Thompson's The Making of t h e  E n g l i s h  Working C l a s s  p o r t r a y s  a  d i v i s i o n  

between workers  and a u t h o r i t i e s  which,  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  1820s ,  was growing 

e v e r  wider  and d e e p e r .  Even i f  we e x c l u d e  t u r b u l e n t  I r e l a n d  ( a  d i f f i c u l t  

t h i n g  t o  do i n  t h e  Grea t  B r i t a i n  of t h e  1 8 2 0 s ) ,  t h e  e x t e n t  of c l e a v a g e  -by 

r e g i o n  and tongue was remarkable  f o r  s o  s m a l l  a  s p a c e .  The r e g i o n a l  and 

' l i n g u i s t i c  s e g r e g a t i o n  of Grea t  B r i t a i n ,  moreover,  over lapped  t o  some e s t e n t  

w i t h  i t s  s e g r e g a t i o n  by r e l i g i o n .  Large  communities of A n g l i c a n s ,  D i s s e n t e r s  

and ~ a t h o l i d s  c o n f r o n t e d  eacll o t h e r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f ,  many s m a l l e r  r e l i g i o u s  

g roup ings .  B r i t a i n  fragmented i n  o t h e r  ways a s  w e l l .  

A s  i t  happens ,  t h e  c h i e f  d i v i s i o n s  which had been v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c s  of t h e  y e a r s  l e a d i n g  up t o  1825 and 1829,  a s i d e  from p a r t y  f a c t i o n s  

w i t h i n  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  c lasses- ,  fo l lowed  t h e  l i n e s  of religi.011 and s o c i a l  c l a s s .  

The " I r i s h  Question" ga ined  some of i t s  a c u t e n e s s  from h o s t i l i t y  between 

B r i t i s h  and I r i s h  workers  w i t h i n  Grea t  B r i t a i n ,  and a c q u i r e d  much of i t s  i m -  

mediacy from t h e  massive  mobi l i za t . ion  of t h e  I r i s h  i n  I r e l a n d  bell i~id sucli 

l e a d e r s  a s  D a n i e l  OrConne l l .  Yet i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  of tile 1820s 

t h e  major  q u e s t i o n . a t  i s s u e  was n e i t h e r  t h e  e t h n i c  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  j o b s  n o r  

t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of I r e l a n d  from B r i t a i n .  The n a t i o n a l  d e b a t e  concerned p o l ' i t i c a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of Roman C a t h o l i c s  w i t h i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  

That  i s s u e  a lmos t  i n e v i t a b l y  r a i s e d  o t h e r  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s .  The p o s s i b l e  

admiss ion  of C a t h o l i c s  t o  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  c h a l l e n g e d  a  s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h ' l e g a l l y  

exc luded  n o t  o n l y  C a t h o l i c s  b u t  P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s ,  Jews,  and o t h e r  f a i t h s .  

. . (That t h e  l e g a l  p r i n c i p l e  .had f r e q u e n t l y  been compromised by a d  hoc l e g i s l a t i o n  

' a n d  a d m i n . i s t r a t i v e  arrangement  d i d  n o t  d i m i n i s h  i t s  s a l i e n c e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of 

t h e  t i m e .  ) ~ h u s ,  more g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n e q u a l i t y  of r e l i g i o u s .  groups  

became t h e  p i v o t  of a s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u g g l e .  



A t  t h e  same t ime ,  workers  wer p r e s s i n g  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i z e  around 

work- re la ted  i s s u e s ,  a n d ' t o  e x e r t  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e ,  as v a r y i n g  c o a l i t i o n s  

of  m i d d l e - c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  and a r t l s a n s  a g i t a t e d  t o  broaden t h e  s u f f r a g e ,  re- 

form P a r l i a m e n t ,  and i n t r o d u c e  g r e a t e r  p o p u l a r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n t o  o t h e r  

l e v e l s  of  government. The b i g  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware  of  t h e  

e f f e c t s  of h i g h  food p r i c e s  on t h e i r  l a b o r  c o s t s ,  p r e s s e d . f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  

. o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  g r a i n .  By t h a t  p r e s s u r e  t h e y  set themse lves  a g a i n s t  l a r g e  

l a n d l o r d s  and t h e  l a n d l o r d s '  f a r m e r s ,  who p r o f i t e d  from t h e i r  p r o t e c t e d  

p o s i t i o n  i n  ' t h e  domes t i c  g r a i n  marke t .  

A s  t h e  y e a r  1828 opened,  t h e  Duke of  I J e l l i n g t o n  became Prime M i n i s t e r .  

Dur ing t h e  y e a r ,  W e l l i n g t o n  was p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  B r i t i s l l  r u l e  . in  I r e l a n d ,  b u t  

had p l e n t y  of p o l i t i c a l  b u s i n e s s  a t  home. A s  ,Robert  P e e l  s a i d  i n  h i s  memoirs, 

t h e . m i n i s t r y  formed w i t h  f o r e b o d i n g s  of  deep d i v i s i o n :  

I had no d e s i r e ' w h a t e v e r  t o  resume o f f i c e ,  and I f o r e s a w  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  

i n  t h e  conduct  of p u b l i c  a f f a i r s ,  on a c c o u n t  of t h e  s t a t e  of p a r t i e s  and 

t h e  p o s i t i o n  of p u b l i c  men i n . r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  of I r e l a n d  and t h e  

c a t h o l i c  q u e s t i o n .  I t  appeared  t o  ine on t h e  one hand t h a t  . the  a t t e m p t  

t o  form a n  u n i t e d  Government on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of r e s i s t n n c e  t o  t h ~  c l a i m s  

of t h e  Roman.Cathol ics  was p e r f e c t l y  h o p e l e s s .  I n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  t h e  . 
measure  of  c o n c e s s i o n ' h a d  been n e g a t i v e d  i n  t h e  House of Commons b'y a  

m a j o r i t y  of f o u r  v o t e s  o n l y  i n  a  v e r y  f u l l  House, t i le -numbers  b e i n g  276 t o  

272. ,011 t h e  o t h e r  hand i t  was v e r y  d o t ~ b t f u l  w h e t h e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t s  

which had succeeded t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  of Lord L i v e r p o o l  -- t h e  schism among 

t h e  members of Iiis a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  -- t h e  adherence  of  some t o  EIr. Canning 

. -- t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of  o t h e r s .  -- t h e y  c o u l d  now be r e u n i t e d  i n  o f f i c e  ( . r e e l ,  

- J a n ,  1828: 1 3 ) .  



I n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  t l e l l i n g t o n ,  a  Tory,  f a c e d  a  f o r m i d a b l e  Idliig o p p o s i t i o n .  From 

t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  Duke found himselE t r y i n g  t o  check ,  preempt o r  o u t f l a n k  

demands f o r  r e fo rm:  f o r  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Corn Laws which p r o t e c t e d  t11c b i g  g r a i n  

p r o d u c e r s  a g a i n s t  lower -p r iced  f o r e i g n  g r a i n ;  f o r  C a t h o l i c  Emancipat ion;  f o r  

r e p e a l  of t h e  T e s t  and C o r p o r a t i o n  A c t s ;  f o r  r e fo rm of p a r i s h  government;  f o r  

. . Reform i n  g e n e r a l .  I n  o t h e r  words:  f o r  f r e e  t r a d e  and t h e .  manufac tu r ing  i n t e r e s t ,  

. f b r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  of  r e l i g i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s ,  f o y  t h e  r i g h t  of. t h e  c i t i z e n s  . 
o f  l o c a l  communities t o  govern  t h e i r  own a f f a i r s ,  f o r  t h e  b roaden ing  and equa l -  

i z a t i o n  of p a r l d a m e n t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  -- i n  g e n e r a l ,  s t a n d a r d  demands 

of  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  l i b e r a l s .  

Much of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y - m a n e u v e r i n g  of 1828 and 1829 c o n s i s t e d  of 

. i ~ e l l i n ~ t o n ' s  f e i n t s ,  j a b s  and t i m e l y  r e t r e a t s  o n -  t h e s e  a n d .  r e l a t e d '  i s s u e s .  

T e s t  Act r e p e a l  came i n '  Flay of  1828,  a  compromise ~ b r h  Law. i n  J u l y  1828,  
. . 

C a t h o i i c . E m a n c i p a t i o n  i n  Flarch and A p r i l  1829.  The l a w p e r m i t t i n g  C a t h o l i c s  t o  

s i t  . i n  P a r l i a m e n t  o n l y  passed  a f t e r  g r e a t  o r g a n i z i n g  e f f o r t s  oE O'Connel l  and 

h i s  C a t h o l i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n   rela land, a f t e r  t h e  c r i s i s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by t h e  p a r t l y  

f o ' r t u i t o u s  e l e c t i o n  of 0 '  C o n n e l l  ' t o  P a r l i a m e n t  'f.rom County C l a r e ,  a f t e r  a wide 

m o b i l i z a t i o n  and c o u n t e r - m o b i l i z a t i o n  around t h e  C a t h o l i c  Ques t ion  . in  England,  

and a f t e r  p ro longed  maneuvering i n  and around P a r l a i m e n t .  The same s e t  of 

i s s u e s ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  r e c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  and popu la r  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n  of t h e ' t i m e . ,  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  was a  s u r p r i s i n g  cor respondence  between t h e  

g e n e r a l  themes o f  popu la r  c o n t e n t i o n .  and of  c o n t e n t i o n  i n  Parl i .ament.  

The h i s t o r i a n  who c a r e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  a  l i t t l e  "adumbrationism" can e a s i l y  

s e e i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  of 1528 and 1829 fo reshadowings  o f  t h e  g r e a t  movements 



soon t o  come: t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t s  and a g r a r i a n  r e b e l l i o n s  of  1830,  file 

. . g r e a t  m o b i l i z a t i o n  f o r  Reform i n  '1831 and 1832 ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  f o r  f a c t o r y  

l e g i s l a t i o n  and r e v i s i o n  o r  ghe Poor Law, p e r h a p s  even c h a r t i s m .  Rober t  

P e e l ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  F l e t r o p o l i t a n  P o l i c e  i n  1829,  f o r  example,  opened 

a new e r a  i n  governmental  c o n t r o l  of  . p u b l i c  o r d e r  j u s t  a s  work ing-c lass  

c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h a t  o r d e r  were  rev . iv ing .  The b r o a d ,  e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  

. t h e  C a t h o l i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  I r e l a n d  (and t h e  B r i t i s h  government ' s  y i e l d i n g  t o  

i t s  i m p l i c i t  t h r e a t  of I r i s h  r e b e l l i o n )  p rov ided  a  model f o r  Reform a g i t a t i o n .  

A s  Plichael  Bro.ck r e p o r t s  ; 

O 1 C o n n e l l ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  e n f o r c i n g  h i s  demands l e d  t o  t h e  found ing  i n  

J u l y  1829 of  t h e  London R a d i c a l  Reform A s s o c i a t i o n .  I t  was t o  i m i t a t e  

h i s  ' c a t h p l i c  r e n t '  o f  a  penny. A t  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  Reform d i n n e r  i n  
. . 

August 1829 one  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  Menibers, Rober t  Otway Cave, recommended 

" t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  c l u b  o r  commit tee ,  r e sembl ing  t h e  Ca tho l i c .  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t o  t a k e  advan tage  of  e v e r y  f a v o u r a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

working Reform' (Brock 1973: 5 8 ) .  

The most i n f l u e n t i a l  Reform v e r s i o n  of t h e  C a t h o l i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  was Thomas 

At twood 's  Birmingham P o l i t i c a l  Union, founded a t  t h e  t a i l  end of o u r  p e r i o d :  

December, 1829 and J a n u a r y  1830 ( s e e  F l i c k  1 9 7 8 ) .  

Although t h e  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  and c l a s s  r h e t o r i c  of l a t e r  y e a r s  d i d  n o t  y e t  

pe rvade  t h e  p u b l i c  l i f e  of  1828 ?nd 1829,  a  c a r e f u l  r e a d e r  can  a g a i n  f i n d  

adumbra t ions  of s t r u g g l e s  t o  come i n  t h e  pamphle t s  and p a p e r s  of  t h e  t ime.  

I n  1 8 2 8  and 1829,  t h i s  was t h e  tone  of t h e  c o o p e r n t o r :  - 

The c a p i t a l i s t s .  produce n o t h i n g  t h e ~ n s e l v e s ;  they  a r e  f e d ,  c l o t h e d  clud 

1 o d g e d . b ~  t h e  working c l a s s e s  . . . I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  form of s o c i e t y ,  t h e  

workmen a r e  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  power of  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  who a r e  i n c e s s a n t l y  

p l a y i n g  a t  what is  c a l l e d  p r o f i t . a n d  l o s s  -- and t h e  workmen a r e  t h e  .-- - -- 



c o u n t e r s ,  which are p i t c h e d  backwards and  fo rwards  w i t h  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  

d i f f e r e n c e  -- t h a t  t h e  c o u n t e r s  do n o t  eat  and d r i n k  :as- workmen do ,  a n d -  

t h e r e f o r e  d o n ' t  mind b e i n g  thrown a s i d e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  game'. The game 

c o u l d  n o t  b e  p layed  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o u n t e r s ;  a n d . c a p i t a l i s t s  could  n o t  p l a y  

a t  p r o f i t  and l o s s  w i t h o u t  t h e  workmen. But t h e  workmen a r e  a s  much i n  

t h e  power of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  as t h e  c o u n t e r s  a r e  i n  t h a t  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s ;  

' and i f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  do n o t  want them, t h e y  must go t o  t h e  w a l l  . . . 
W e  c l a i m  f o r  t h e  workman t h e  r i g h t s  of a r a t i o n a l ' a n d  moral  a g e n t  . . . 
t h e  b e i n g  whose e x e r t i o n s  produce a l l  t h e  w e a l t h  of t A 2  world . - -  w e  c l a i m  

f o r  him t h e  r i g h t s  0 f . a  man', and d e p r e c a t e  t h e  ph i losophy  which would make 

him a n  a r t i c l e  o f  merchandize,  t o  b e  bought  a n d ' s o l d ,  ' m u l t i p l i e d  o r  

d i m i n i s h e d ,  by no o t h e r  r u l e s  t h a n  t h o s e  which s e r v e  t o , d e c i d e  t h e  manufacture  

o f  a  h a t  ( H o l l i s  1973: 50-51)., 

Thus, i n  t h e  B r i t a i n  of 1828 and 1829,  t h e  l anguage  of c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  was 

a v a i l a b l e ,  i f  n o t  dominant.  It was a l a n g u a g e s t r e s s i n g  i n e q u a l i t y ,  injustice, . 

. t h e  d e p r i v a t i o n  of human r i g h t s .  

I n  everyday s t r u g g l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  pamphlets  a n d . s p e e c h e s ,  t h e  language 

of r i g h t s  and j u s t i c e  resounds .  That i s  one o f . t h e  more s u r p r i s i n g  r e s u l t s  

of l o o k i n g  c l o s e l y  a t  c o n f l i c t  on t h e  s m a l l  s c a l e :  t h e  e v e n t s . t h a t  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

and l a t e r  h i s t o r i a n s ,  d i s m i s s  a s  " r i o t s " ,  " d i s t u r b a n c e s "  and " d i s o r d e r s "  o f t e n  

t u r n  o u t  t p  a r t i c u l a t e  c l e a r  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e .  I n  Grea t  B r i t a i n  a t  t h e  

end o f  t h e  1.820s, i n d e e d ,  t h o s e .  p r i n c i p l e s  of t e n  cor respond  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  : c u r r e h t  l y  under  d e b a t e  i n  F a r l i a m e n t  , And among n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s .  

~ l t h o u ~ h  f o r  a few e v e n t s  t h e  word "brawl" o r  " a f f r a y "  b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  what 

went on ,  . smal l - sca le  c o n f l i c t s  g e n e r a l l y . f o l l o w  one o f  .a l i m i t e d  number of 

s t andard .  forms -- a  mee t ing ,  a p r o c e s s i o n ,  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  a  t u r n o u t ,  and 
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s o  on -- each 6 f . v h i c h  h a s  a  d i s t i n c t  p l ace  i n  B r i t i s h  - p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  

The f l o w  of smal l - sca le  c o n f l i c t s  t h e r e f o r e  provides  va luab le  evidence ' . . 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e  involvement of  t h e  popula t ion  a t  l a r g e  i n ' p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s .  
. . 

With t h a t  thought i n  mind, our  r e sea rch  group i s  ca t a log ing  and d e s c r i b i n g  

a wide v a r i e t y  of even t s  -- smal l - sca le  and l a r g e  -- which occur red  i n  Great  

B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  1820s and 1830s.  Let  us  save  t h e  d e t a i l s  f o r  l a t e r .  In  qu ick  

summary: we sea rch  f o r  e v e n t s  which q u a l i f y  a s  "conten t ious  ga the r ings"  -- 

i n  e s sence ,  occas ions  on which a  number of people  ga the r  p u b l i c l y  and a r t i c u l a t e  

demands on o r  g r ievances  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  people .  ~ e ' s c a n  a  s e r i e s  of sou rces  f o r  

any p o s s i b l e  mentions of con ten t ious  ga the r ings ,  c o l l a t e  t h e  mentions t ha t .  r e f e r  - 

t o  t h e  same even t ,  s o r t  o u t  t hose  even t s  meeting an e x a c t i n g  s e t  of  s t anda rds ,  then 

produce a  s t anda rd i zed  machine-readable d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  q u a l i f y i n g  even t s .  I n  

t h e  l a t e  1820s and e a r l y  1830s,  our  procedures  p i ck  o u t  hundreds of q u a l i f y i n g  

con ten t ious  ga the r ings  each y e a r .  The numbers make. i t  f e a s i b l e  ' t o  produce  .maps, 

graphs,  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  ~ummar i e s  of v a r i a t i o n s  i n  B r i t i s h  donten t ion  dur ing  

t h a t  ' t u rbu len t  pe r iod .  

La t e r  i n  t h e  paper ,  we s h a l l  o f f e r  a  sampling of t h e  maps, g raphs ,  and 

q u a n t i t a t i v e  summaries. Before  so ing  t o  t h e  agg rega t e s ,  however, i t  would be  

u s e f u l  t o  examine a . f e w  e v e n t s -  one by one. The i n d i v i d u a l  examples g ive  

a . s e n s e  of t h e  range and t e x t u r e  of day-to-day-contention i n  B r i t a i n .  

Here i s  our p lan .  F i r s t  we d e s c r i b e  a  few smal l  and o rd ina ry  con ten t ious  

g a t h e r i n g s  wh%ch occurred i n  1828 and 1829. Some of t hose  even t s  involved 

.demands and gr ievances  t h a t  were q u i t e  l o c a l  i n  scope;qui te  momentary, o r '  

both.  . Then we move on t o  l a r g e r  even t s  and s e r i e s  of event's i nvo lv ing  i s s u e s  

which exc i t ed '  c o n t e n t i o n . i n  many d i f f e r e n t  t imes and p l a c e s .  A comparison of 

t h e  sma l l  s c a l e  and' t h e  l a r g e  w i l l  r e v e a l  some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

t h e  t iming .and  -outcome of t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n '  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  but  w i l l  a l s o  



show u s  a  good d e a l  o f . o v e r l a p  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  forms o f  a c t i o n  employed by 

B r i t o n s  who pursued  d i f f e r e n t  demands and g r i e v a n c e s .  

A f t e r  examining t h e s e  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l  e v e n t s  and c l u s t e r s  of e v e n t s ,  . 

we t u r n  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n s  of c o n t e n t i o n . i n t h e  B r i t a i n  of 1828. and 182.9: 

s k e t c h i n g  o u r  s o u r c e s  and  methods,  l a y i n g  o u t  q u a n t i t a t i v e  summaries of . a l l  

t h e  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  we have i d e n t i f i e d ,  comparing t h e  two y e a r s ,  and 

examining t h e  f i n e  t i m i n g  of e v e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  two-year span .  
C 

By no mearis a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  under rev iew f e a t u r e d  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  inequa lTty .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  o u r  rev iew of a wide range  o f  e v e n t s  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  p l a c e  of 

: i n e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  s t r u g g l e s  of t h e  l a te  1820s.  - F o r  i t- shows u s  t h e  
I 

i n c r e a s i n g  impor tance  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t n  . t h e  n a t i o n a l  a r e n a  a s  a  means . 

of r e d r e s s i n g  -- o r  a t  l e a s t  o f  checking -- i n e q u a l i t i e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  

a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  B r i t i s h  l i f e .  

THE FINE GRAIN OF BRITISH CONTENTION 

Some l o n g - f o r g o t t e n  e v e n t s  of January  1828  i l l u s t r a t e  what one can 

l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  s m a l l - s c a l e  c o n t e n t i o n  of t h e  t ime.  The Grantham Bankers '  

I Brawl, f o r  example. I n  i t s  t i m e ,  t h e  b rawl  s t i r r e d  up a s e c t i o n  of Lincoln-  

s h i r e ,  and even a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  England ' s  n a t i o n a l  newspapers.  The 

"bankers" were n o t  f i n a n c i e r s ,  b u t  l a b o r e r s  who worked on t h e  banks ,  l e v e e s  

and dykes  of t h e  Ancholme R i v e r ;  they  a l s o  went by t l ~ e  narne of "dykers".  

They were  a mobi le  l o t ,  w i t h  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  d r i n k i n g ,  b rawl ing  and " t h i e v e r y .  

. A l i t t l e  o v e r  150 y e a r s . a g o ,  a  l a r g e  group of b a n k e r s  g a t h e r e d  a t  

Grantham, n e a r  L i n c o l n ,  f o r  t h e  f u n e r a l  of a  fe l low-worker .  It was F r i d ~ y ,  

the .  1 8 t h  of J a n u a r y  1828. Four days  before , ,  on Monday t h e  1 4 t h ,  two of t h e i r  

number had been committed t o  K i r t o n  Gaol f o r  .a r i o t  a t  t h e  Crorv-n Inn .  . ialord 

had been going round t h a t  t h e  dykers  were p l a n n i n g  t o  revenge  t l lemselves on 

t h e  l o c a l  c o n s t a b l e s  f o r  t h e  two a r r e s t s .  No doubt  t h e . p e r f i d y  of t h e  con- 



. . 
s t a b l e s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  main t o p i c s  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  d u r i n g ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  

a f t e r ,  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  when t h e  w o r k e r s  went  t o  d r i n k  away t h e i r  g r i e f .  Worried 

a b o u t  what  w a s  t o  come, t h e  Gran.tharn c o n s t a b l e  c a l l e d  up t h e  towri 's  s p e c i a l  . 

. . 

c o n s t a b l e s  t h e  f a r m e r s  d e p u t i z e d  f o r  j u s t  s u c h  o c c a s i o n s  -- and lodged  

them i n  p r i v a t e  .rooms o f  t h e  pub where  t h e  d y k e r s  w e r e  d r i n k i n g .  
. . 

N o t - l o n g  a f t e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Elorning C h r o n i c l e  o f  26 ~ a n u a r ~ ,  t l ~ e  
i' 

workmen s t a g e d  a sham f i g h t ,  t h e n  t u r n e d  i t  i n t o  a n  a t t a c k  on t h e  c o n s t a b l e s .  

"Hedge- s t akes ,  r a i l s ,  and i r o n - b a r s ,  t o r n  f r o m  t h e  windows , "  r e p o r t s  t h e  

C h r o n i c l e ,  
. . 

were h u r l e d  . w i t h  t h e  most  d r e a d f u l  i m p r e c a t i o n s  upon t h e  h e a d s  and 

pe r s ' ons  o f  t h e  c o n s t a b l e s ;  t h e y ,  i n  r e t u r n ,  r e p e l l e d  t h e  r i o t o u s  

a s s a i l a n t s  f o r  a n  h o u r  w i t h  t h e i r  s t a v e s  o n l y ,  b u t  a s  t h e  n i g h t  grew 

v e r y  d a r k ,  t h e  h o r r i d  y e l l s  and  o v e r p o w e r i n g  numbers of  t h e  b a n k e r s  

s o  i n t i m i d a t e d  some o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t s ,  t h a t  i t  became n e c e s s a r y  t o  

f i r e  a p i s t o l  o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  i n  t h e  hope  t h a t .  t h e  c e r t a i n  k~ lowledge  

o f  f i r e - a r m s  b e i n g  p o s s e s s e d  wo'uld c h e c k ' t h e i r  f u r y .  The c r y  o f  

'b lurder  t h e  c o n s t a b l e s ,  t h e y  have  o n l y  powder ,  and a n  immedia te '  v i o l e n t  

r u s h  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  h o u s e ,  o b l i g e d  someone t o  l o a d  h i s  p i s t o l  

and  d e f e n d  h i s  person. .  A s m a l l  s l u g  e n t e r e d  t h e  s i d e  o f  o n e  man, whose 

u n f o r t u n a t e  s i t u a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  engaged  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  h i s  r i o t i n g  . . 

. . 
companions ;  and from t h a t  t i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  e s c e p t i o n  o f  a few random 

. b lows  w i t h  c u d g e l s ,  t h e  t u m u l t  s u b s i d e d .  

M r .  Gunuing,  t h e  l o c a l  s u r g e o n ,  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  b l ack -Snd-b lue .  

c i t i z e n - p o l i c e m e n ,  as " .near ly  f i f t y "  o f  t h e  d y k e r s  f l e d  t h e  a r e a .  Next 

morn ing  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  s e n t  t o  E r i g g  f o r  a d e t a c h m e n t  o f  t r o o p s ,  whose 

a r r i v a l  p u t  Grantham back  unde r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  (Uorning  C J ~ r o n i c l e  

24 J a n .  1 8 2 8 ,  26 J a n .  1828 ;  Times [of   ond don] 26 J a n .  1 8 2 8 ;  h n n u a l  -. -. Refiister 

1828 :  9 )  . 



Measured a g a i n s t  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  .dr  t h e  h i s t o r y  oE t l ~ e . w o r l i i n g  c l a s s ,  

t h e  a f f r a y  of Grantham was a  t r i v i a l  a f f a i r .  Yet i t  t e l l s  u s  s o ~ n e t h i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  smal l . -scale  c o n f l i c t s  of  t h e  t i m e :  t h e  prominence o f  t h e  pub,  t h e  

impor. tance t o  workmen of ce remonies  such '  a s  t h e  f u n e r a l  ( n o t  co inen~i.011 t h e  

' c o l l e c t i v e  d r i n k i n g  which s o  r e g u i a r l y  fo l lowed  t h e  c e r e r n o n i e s ) , ' t h e  i n -  

volvement  of n o n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c i v i l i a n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  ma.in.tenance o f ' p u b l i c  

o r d e r ,  and s o  on th rough  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  s t o r y .  The l i t t l e  e v e n t  i n  

Grantham g i v e s  us  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  day-to-day c o n t e n t i o n  of t h e  t ime .  

Cons ide r  a n o t h e r  example .. T h r e e  .days a f t e r  t h e  bankers  ' b r a w l ,  c i t i z e n s  

o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  towns of Chatham, R o c h e s t e r  and v i c i n i t y ,  i n  Ken t ,  g a t h e r e d  

i n  t h e  l a r g e  room of . the  Sun Tavern ,  C h a t h a m , t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  d i s t . r e s s  oE 

t h e i r  neiglzbors i n  Queenborough. The mayor a n d - c o u n c i l  of  Queenborough were 
. . 

e n f o r c i n g  a n  1820 by-law s o  r i g o r o u s l y  -- " a r b i t r a r i l y " ,  s a i d  s e v e r a l  of t h e  

s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  mee t ing  -- t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  oysterinen were  o u t  of  work and on 

t h e i r  way, t o  s t a r v a t i o n .  Witness  a f t e r  w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  s e l f - s e e k i n g  

c r u e l t y  of  Queenborough's  Mayor G r e e t  i n  t h i s  and o t h e r  r e g a r d s .  "I speak 

h e r e ,  " s a i d  ~ u e e n b o r o u g h  f i s h e r m a n  Edward Skey , ' 

Where t h e  n a t u r e  of o y s t e r  f i s h e r i e s  i s  w e l l  known and t h e  advan tage  

of  t h e i r  management f o r  t h e  common good i s  f e l t .  I 'ask you how your 

'. f i ' s h e r y  c o u l d  go on i f  you had anyone o v e r  you who had tile power o r  

i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  s a y  t o  you,  'You s h a l l  o n l y  p u t  your  n e t s  o v e r  i n  such 

a  manner, and a t  such  tirnes a s  I p l e a s e ' ?  liow cou ld  your  connerce  go 

on i f  any man was o v e r  you who would s a y  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n s  whose %hips  

f r e q u e n t  your w a t e r s ,  'You s h a l l  n o t  anchor  h e r e ,  u n l e s s  you employ 

t h e  riien I p l e a s e  t o  p0in. t  o u t  t o  you.  You s h a l l  n o t  be  f r e i g h t e d  h e r e  

u n l e s s  I p e r m i t  you; o n l y  s u c h  v e s s e l s  a s  I p l e a s e  s h a l l  c a r r y  y o u r l  

goods t o  town. ' (Hear',  ear.) Not o n l y  on board  we h e a r  t h i s ,  b u t  
. 



on s h o r e .  What -can b e  done i n  a town where  a  man can  s a y ,  'Your iiouse 
(~ 

i s  a n  eye-sore  t o  me; I w i l l  n o t  g i v e  i t  a  l i c e n c e , '  and s h u t  i t  up? . 

Which of you would advance  your  c a p i t a l  t h e r e ?  (Hear . )  There  a r e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who would advance t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  t h e r e ,  b u t  they a r e  a f r a i d .  
. ,  

What we s e e k  i s  n o t  c h a r i t y ,  b u t  work (Times,  2 4 , J a n u a r y  1828) .  

  he d i s c u s s i o n  and. t e s t imony  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h i s  v e i n .  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  

b i t t e r n e s s  of t h e  i n d i c t m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e r s  of  Queenborough, 

t h e  outcome was m i l d :  a  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  a i d  t o  t h e  poor r e s i d e n t s  of 

t h e  p a r i s h ,  and a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  opened i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  ( s e e  a l s o  -- Plorning 

C h r o n i c l e  24 J a n u a r y  1 8 2 8 ) .  

The i n d i g n a n t  mee t ing  i n  Chatham adds  something t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

i. 
of  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  B r i t i s h  c o n t e n t i o n .  I n  t h e  1 8 2 0 s ,  a n  ex t remely  

common way of o r g a n i z i n g  around a  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n  -- p r o b a b l y  more common, 

r e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  means of a c t - i o n ,  t h a n  t o d a y  -- was t o  announce a n  open 

mee t ing  of a l l  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  problem,  t o  h e a r  a s e r i e s  of i n -  

formed s p e a k e r s ;  t o  d e b a t e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  means of  a c t i o n ,  t o  p a s s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  

g i v i n g  t h e  s e n s e  of  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h e n  t o  u n d e r t a k e  some a c t i o n  a g r e e a b l e  t o  

most p e o p l e  p r e s e n t .  A s u b s c r i p t i o n  was o n l y  one p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n ;  o t h e r  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f raming  of  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  send-  

i n g  of  a  d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  mounting of a  new , a s s o c i a t i o n ;  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  0 f . a  
. . 

l a w s u i t ,  'and s o  on th rbugh  a whole r e p e r t o i r e  of a c t i o n s .  Tha t  i s  what 

F r a n c i s  P l a c e  meant by "grumbl ing,  m e e t i n g ,  and p e t i t i o n i n g " .  

I n  t h e  c a s e  of  Chatham and R o c h e s t e r ,  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  were  angry b u t  

decorous .  The decorum d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  mee t ing  a t  Chatham's Sun Tavern 

from t h e  e a r l i e r  s e t - t o  a t  Grantham's  Crown Tavern.  Other  mee t ings  ended up 

l o o k i n g  more l i k e  b r a w l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when a group of  opponen t s  a r r i v e d  t o  - 

i n t e r r u p t .  t h e  movement toward a  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  a  p e t i t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  
. 



p a r t i c i p a n t s  t y p i c a l l y  d i d  what they could  t o  s i l e n c e  o r  e x p e l  t h e  malco 'n tents ,  

and then  t o  g e t  on w i t h  t h e  main b u s i n e s s  of t h e  mee t ing .  They knew' t h e i r  

agenda.  

Not t h a t  every  angry  gakher ing  invo lved  a  we l l -de f ined  body of c i t i z e n s ,  

o r  an agenda s e t  i n  advance.  A few weeks a f t e r  t h e  Grantham and Chatham 

a f f a i r s ,  a  crowd assembled a t  Union H a l l ,  London, t o  a w a i t  t h e  h e a r i n g  of some 

t a v e r n k e e p e r s  who were b e i n g  p r o s e c u t e d  f o r  s e r v i n g  d r i n k  i l l e g a l l y .  The 

crowd was s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  t h e  " l i c e n s e d  v i c t u a l l . e r s l '  and h o s t i l e  t o  -Johnson,  

' t h e  i n f o r m e r  who had sworn o u t  t h e  c o m p l a i n t s .  . I n t h o s e  d a y s ,  i n f o r m e r s  and 

s p i e s  d i d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  -of p o l i c e  work,  b u t  t h e  p u b l i c  gave them l i t t l e  

sympathy. 

I n  f a c t ,  Johnson had f a i l e d  t o  appear  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  mee t ing  o u t  of f e a r  

''of p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e  towards him by t h e  mob t h a t  assembled i n  f r o n t  of t h e  

o f f i c e  on t h a t  occas ion"  (Morning C h r o n i c l e ,  1 4  February  1 8 2 8 ) .  He was r i g h t  

t o  b e  a f r a i d ;  t h i s  t ime  when h e  a r r i v e d  l a t e ,  " a p p a r e n t l y  l a b o u r i n g  under  

g r e a t  a g i t a t i o n  and a l a r m , "  

He s a i d ,  t h a t  h e  had been shamefu l ly  t r e a t e d  by t h e  mob. ' I  was thrown 

down ( s a i d  h e )  i n t o  t h e  mud, and when down, was k i c k e d  i n  a most cowardly 

manner; my c l o t h e s  a r e  covered w i t h  m i r e ,  and i n  f a c t  my l i f e ' h a s  been 

p l a c e d  i n  j e o p a r d y . '  Johnson added, t h a t  h e  had s u b s e q u e n t l y  found h i s  

w i t n e s s ,  b u t  when h e  ven tured  t o  approach t h e  o f f i c e ,  h e  m e t  w i t h  a  

r e c e p t i o n , ' t h a t  was q u i t e  enough t o  d e t e r  even a  b o l d e r  and- s t r o n g e r  man 

t h a n . h e  p r e t e n d e d  t o  b e ,  t o  encounte r  i t  a second t ime  (Morning C h r o n i c l e ,  

14 February  1828) .  

London crowds knew how t o  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e i r  sympath ies .  Yet t h e y  

took a c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  we l l -de f ined  i s s u e s ,  r u l e s ,  

and g r i e v a n c e s .  - 



T h e . i s s u e s ,  r u l e s ,  and gr ievances  sometimes r e c a l l e d  the.  e igh t een th  

c e n t u r y ' s  predominant .forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  The 12 January 1829 e d i t i o n  

of t h e  Times, for .example ,  r e p o r t s  a  s t r i k e - r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t  i n  Norwich: 

A l a r g e  body of weavers paraded t h e  streets on Monday, w i th  t h r e e  persons  

t i e d  i n t o  a  donkey-cart ,  wi th  a  l a b e l  p u r p o r t i n g  them t o  have taken work 

under p r i c e .  They were c o n t i n u a l l y ~ h o o t e d ,  and a l l  k inds  of f i l t h  thrown 

a t  them by t h e  persons  whb accompanied t h e  . c a r t .  We understand another  

person  was taken ou t  of  h i s  loom i n  h i s  s h i r t - s l e e v e s ,  and c a r r i e d  some , 

' d i s t a n c e .  -- Norwich Mercury, 

That fo rced  journey by donkey-cart was known, of course ,  a s  "donkeying". It 

was an o l d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  v e r s i o n  of Rough Music, t h e  set of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n s  

i n  which p u b l i c  r i d i c u l e ,  sometimes coupled w i t h  p h y s i c a l  abuse ,  c h a s t i s e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who had somehow offended t h e  community ( s ee  Thompson 1972).  E a r l i e r ,  

o f f e n s e s  punishable  by Rough Music had tended t o  be of a  s exua l  o r  m a r i t a l  

n a t u r e  -- a d u l t e r y ,  a  September-Nay marr iage ,  and s o  on. The c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i n  

t h e  Norwich weavers '  parade was c l e a r l y  a  l a b o r  d i s p u t e ,  t h e  o f f ende r s  c l e a r l y  

workers who had undercut  ' the  weavers" c o l l e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n  on a  proper  p r i c e .  

The i m p l i c i t  analogy between se'xual o f f e n s e s  and s t r i k e b r e a k i n g  had a  n i c e  
. , 

l o g i c  t o  i t .  But i t s  use  shows u s  t h e  Norwich w e a v e r s ' t a k i n g  a  s t e p  away from 

t h e  o l d e r  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  and moving toward more r ecen t  forms, 

such a s  t h e  s t r i k e  and t h e  demonstrat ' ion, i n  which t h e  concer ted  show of 

' s t r e n g t h . v i s  a v i s  employers played an  even more prominent p a r t .  

The dykers ,  oystermen, t avernkeepers ,  s t r e e t  crowds, and weavers w e  

have met s o  f a r  a l l  belonged t o  r e l a t i v e l y  unp r iv i l eged  segments of t h e  popula t ion .  

Rela t ive l j r  comfortable  people  a l s o  contended, when t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e - a t  , s t ake .  

On 10  ~ a n u i r y  '1829, f o r  example ,' t h e  Times r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t  ~ h e l t e n h a m  i n  



Glouces t e r ,  t h e  Assembly Rooms were "numerously and r e spec t ab ly"  f i l l e d  
I 

by i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  cons ide r  p e t i t i o n i n g  Par l iament  f o r  r e p e a l  of House and 

Window Dut ies .  The chairman -- 'IT. Gray, Esq.".-- s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people 

ga thered  d i d  no t 'w i sh  t o  s t o p  bea r ing  t h e i r  f u l l  s h a r e  of paying f o r  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of .government ,  b u t t h e y  thought  i t  t ime t h a t  "some m i t i g a t i o n  

of t a x a t i o n  . . . be cons idered ."  The speaker  went on t o  say t h a t  I '  . . . we, 

cannot  he lp  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  a f t e r  fou r t een  y e a r s  .of p.eace., .and.now when r e t u r n s  

o f ' t h e  revenue aga in  e x h i b i t  s o  g r a t i f y i n g  a  r e s u l t , w e  have a  reasonable  

g r o u n d  t o  c la im some exemption .from those  dead weights  upon our p rope r ty  ' 

o f  which we now coinplain." . A sp.eaker proposed and read  a  p e t i t i o n  express ing  -. 
. .  . 

" s u r p r i s e  and r e g r e t "  over  t h e  con t inu tng  d u t i e s  on windows. Af t e r  o the r  

speeches,  t h e  chairman proposed t h e  adop t ion  of  t h e  p e t i t i o n ;  agreement was ' 

unanimous. He then ordered  t h e  p e t i t i o n  t o  l . ie -on t h e  t a b l e  i n  t h e  Assembly 

. . Hal l  fo'r s i g n a t u r e s  u n t i l  t h e  opening of the .  nex t  s e s s i o n  of Par l iament .  

LARGE SCALE MOBILIZATION 

The mention of Par l iament  b r i n g s  u s  d e c i s i v e l y  i n t o  t h e  a r ena  of ' na t i ona l  
. . 

p o l i t i c s .  There,  more v i s i b l y  than on t h e  l d c a l  s c a l e ,  ou r  inventory  of 

con ten t idus  ga the r ings  shows us  t h e  c l u s t e r i n g  of even t s  i n t o  connected 

sequences and campaigns. It shows us' t h e  remarkable i n t e r a c t i o n  b.etween 

popular  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  and t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e .  , It shows u s  a 

cons ide rab l e  correspondence between t h e ' i s s u e s  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  

and those  mot iva t ing  t h e  ga the r ings  of o r d i n a r y  c i t i z e n s .  The Tes t  and . . 

Corpora t ion  Acts ,  Ca tho l i c  Emancipation, and t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e s . o f  

owners and workers s imul taneous ly  s t imu la t ed  par l iamentary  deba t e s  and 

popular  collc5ctive a c t i o n .  'Widespread popular  mob i l i za t i on  accompanied 

t h e  rise of each of t h e s e  i s s u e s .  And each of t h e  i s s u e s  involved demands 

f o r  t h e  r educ t ion  of inequa l i ty . .  

.- 



On 21 February 1828, ~ o r d  John Russell brought forward a motion in 

Parliament to repeat the Test & Corporation Acts. ~hbse acts had, over the 

years, compounded to bar religious dissenters from enjoying equal rights 

within the eyes of the law. 01-1'26 February a Parliamentary Committee of 

the Whole formed to consider the repeal. The final bill, with amendments, 

passed Commons on 2 May and'received royal assent on 9 May. 

Beginning in the early days of February, and continuing throughout the 

debate on the proposed repeal in  a arch and April, Parliament was inundated . ' : 

by a steady stream of petitions requesting repeal. During.this time, numerous 

meetings convened throughout Britain for the purpose of drafting petitions 

to ~ords and ,Commons. The counties with the highest numbers of reported meetings 

were Middlesex, with 33, and the West ~ i d ' i n ~  of ~orkshire, with 11. ' 

1 

A majority of British counties participated in the petition-meeting 

movemen't. Most of .the meetings were organized by various Protestant dissenting 

groups, obviously motivated to secure repeal. An example of such a meeting 

is one.held at the King's Head Tavern in the Poultry, London, on 4 February 1828. 

The participants were members of' the ,'Committee appointed to conduct the 

application to Parliament for the repeal of the Corporation and Test ~cts". 

The committee consisted of "deput'iesl' from several congregations of presbyterian, 

Independent, and Baptist dissenters, along with a deputation of dissenting 

'ministers and others representing various interested groups. The committee 

1. To some degree, our sources over-reported events in the London area. 
Nevertheless, in this case and many others, the frequency of'meetings does 
seem to have been substantially greater in the metropolis than elsewhere. 
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passed the following resolution: 

That we hail with high gratification the nearly unanimous determination 

of the Corporation of the City of London, founded upon their resolutions 

of May last, to petition both Houses of Parliament for the Repeal of the 

' !  

Corporation and Text acts, which are at the same time an unnecessary and 

impolite restriction both upon the prerogative of the Crown and the 

,privileges of corporate bodies, and an intolerable grievance, and an 
< 

. .  unmerited stigma on Protestant Dissenters. -Morning Chronicle, 6 February . . 

1828. 

~ i k e  the participants in hundreds of other gatherings elsewhere in Britain, 

the committee took care to publicize their support for repeal. 

In Britain as a.whole, the repeal issue was quite important. Nearly 

29 percent of all gatherings we have recorded for the year 1828 were related 

to the.Test and Corporat-ion Acts. Similarly, if we look at the total number 

of petitions presented to Parliament for the year (.session February through 

~ u . 1 ~ )  we see that of 4,579, 26 percent concerned the Repeal. 

By the same standard, the Catholic Emancipation debate of the following 

year was even more important. Almost exactly the.same number of petitions -- 

4,542 -- came- to- Parliament in 1829 ,- but the percentage of Catholic-related 

petitions was close to 70. Most of the petitions ran against, rather than , .  

for, concessions to the Catholics; within Britain, the counter-mobilization 

against the campaign for Emancipation was quite extensive. Likewise, we .find 

some 260 contentious gatherings concerned kith Catholic Emancipation, the 

' majority of them stating some opposition to concessi.ons, in 1829. In framing 



and passing its Emancipation bill, Parliament clearly did not listen to 

domestic petitions and resolutions alone. 

The Catholic crisis.intensified with the election of Daniel OIConneil 

to. an Irish seat in Parliament. OIConnel'l was Catholic, and therefore unable 

to hold office under current law. Prime Minister Wellington saw the gravity 

of the crisis, foreseeing the'harsh reaction of the Irish.if OIConnell was 

not allowed to take his seat in Commons. The King was persuaded to allow 

discussion of the issue within the cabinet. They drafted Robert Peel to bring 

up the bill in Commons. With a.great deal of favorable petitioning coming . 

. from Ireland, however, some British Protestants began a movement based 

on the model of the highly-organized Irish Catholic Association.  heir idea 

was to organize,-meet and petition against the bill. At the head of this 
. . 

movement were the infamous ~runswick, Clubs. Their largest gathering occurred 

in October of 1828, in Kent, on the,heath near Maidstone. Accounts differ, 

but it is estimated that over 20,000 persons attended. While there was some 

opposition from radical Catholics and from reformers William Cobbett and Henry 

Hunt, an anti-Catholic petition was agreed .to, and presented to Parliament. 

The anti-Catholic meeting on the heath, however,.was atypical of -the 

J 

majority. One staged at Sheffield 011.18 February 1829, on the other hand, 

illustrates both the more common characteristics and the emotions of 'the 

townspeople during this turbulent time. The Morning Chronicle of 20 

February repo,rts that: 

Wednesday, a ~ e e t i n ~  of the Inhabitants of. ~heffield took place at 

the Sessions House, for the purpose of Petitioning his ~ajesty and 

both Houses of Parliament against the admission of Catholics to 

legislative and political power. The Meeting caused much commotion 



in the town, as the majority of the inhabitants were on the liberal 

side of the question: they had convened a Meeting in favour of civil 

and religious liberty on the same day, but the collision of the conflicting 

parties, it was supposed, might cause a disturbance; and the Protestant 

Meeting was, therefore, postponed till Friday. The Rev.. G. Chandler 

took the . Chair. 

Common Britons, as the article shows,. were sharply divided. They were 

also getting used to mobilizing ovet. national issues. If nothing else, the 
. . 

organizational efforts around Test & Corporation.and Catholic Emancipation 

gave people a model on which to build when- the issue of parliamentary reform 

arose -- or, rather, re-emerged -- late in 1830. 

Britain also experienced serious conflicts which did not involve 

Parliament so directly. Labor struggles accounted for a significant number of 

gatherings during 1829. One illlustration of labor-related collective action is the 

wage dispute between journeymen weavers and manufacturers in the Coventry area. 



C a t h o l i c  Emancipat ion Con ten t ion  



Coventry  weavers  had l o n g  been no ted  f o r  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  r ibbon-weaving.  

A l a r g e  number of m a n u f a c t u r e r s  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  shops  i n  towns, and employed 

journeymen b o t h  from Coventry  and from t h e  s m a l l e r  ne ighbor ing  v i l l a g e s .  I n  

s p i t e  of t h e i r  r e p u t a t ' i o n s  f o r  p roduc ing-  e x c e l l e n t  c l o t h , .  i n  t h e  late:  1 8 2 0 ' s  

l o c a l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were f i n d i n g  i t . d i f f i c u l t .  t o  compete w i t h  imported 

merchandise .  The f o r e i g n  goods cou ld  be  s o l d  cheap ly  due t o  low l a b o r  c o s t s  

abroad .  Another economic f a c t o r  was t h e  engine-loom, 'a r e c e n t  development 

i n  weaving. It was a  d e v i c e  on which f o u r  o r  f i v e  r i b b o n s  cou ld  be  woven a t  

once.  Engine-loom o p e r a t o r s  ' r ece ived  t w i c e  t h e  normal wage f o r  p roduc ing  

f o u r  t i m e s -  a s  much a s  c o u l d  hand-loom o p e r a t o r s .  Thus, t h e  demand f o r  l a b o r  

was g r e a t l y  reduced w h i l e  t h e  s t o c k p i l e  of s u r p l u s  merchandise  grew s t e a d i l y  

f-lanufac t u r e r s  a t t empred  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  . l o s s e s  by s u b j e c t i n g  t h e i r  em- 

p l o y e e s  t o  a  s e r i e s  of wage r e d u c t i o n s .  Economic h a r d s h i p  among ' the  weavers 
. . 

reached's c r i s i s  d u r i n g  . the e a r l y  months of 1829,  when journeynan weavers  pe- 

t i t i o n e d  P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  c o n t r o l  of imported goods. I n  May, weavers began t o  

o r g a n i z e ,  and r e s o l v e d  n o t  t h e  o ' f fe red  wage, t o  c o l l e c t  a s t r i k e  fund ,  
t 

and t o  in form o t h e r s  i n  . t h e  a r e a  of t h e i r  a c t i o n s  and a s k  f o r '  s u p p o r t .  

The summer months passed  calmly.  However a f t e r . t h e  second wage r e d u c t i o n  

i n  s i x  weeks, t h e  weaqers tu rned  o u t  i n  p r o t e s t  on .September 1 5 t h .  They drew 

up t h e i r  own p r i c e  l i s t  and many m a n u f a c t u r e r s  agreed t o  i t .  One who d i d n '  t 

had h i s  c o u n t r y  house a t t a c k e d  by an  angry  group of  workers .  

. I I  . . . t h e  c o u n t r y  r e s i d e n c e  of Flr. R .  I~Joodcoclc, s i t u a t e  a t  t l lc  bottom of 

l~e rsha l l commoi~ ,  one m i l e  a  h a l f  from Coventry;  h i t h e r  they r e p a i r e d ;  b u t  

t h a t  gentlemen n o t  a p p e a r i n g ,  t h e y  commenced o p e r a t i o n s  on h i s  ga rden ,  

d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  t r e e s ,  o v e r t u r n e d  a b e e h i v e ,  t h r e i ~  abou t  t h e  f r u i t ,  and 

then  smashed t h e  windows i n  t h e  house ."  Times 09-09-1829 p .2 .  

O t h e r  workers  took c o n t r o l  of t h e  b r i d g e s ' l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  town and h a l t e d  any 



weaver s  b r i n g i n g  i n  work u n d e r .  p r i c e .  The v i o l e n c e  e s c a l a r e d .  .. S  t r . i k e -  

b r e a k e r s  were "donkeyed" and shop  windows were  b roken .  

On >Ionday, s e v e r a l  hundred  p e r s o n s  a s sembled  o n  t h e  road  

l e a d i n g f r o m  Bedworth t o  C o v e n t r y ,  w i t h  a f l a g ,  c a r r i e d  by -two 

men, b e a r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n c r i p t i o n ,  " J a c k a s s  them t h a t  'worlts" 

a donkey was l e d  by t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r s ,  who 

c a r r i e d  t h e  d e c r e e  on t h e i r  f l a g  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  b o t h  on  men and 

women. T i c k e t s . f o r  b r e a d  were  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  d i f f e r  ( s i c )  h o u s e s ,  - 

f o r  p e r s o n s  i n  d i s t r e s s .  Florning 3 1 r o n i c l e  10-03-1829 : P .  1 

Y e t  a n o t h e r  t u r n o u t  o c c u r r e d  . i n  Coven t ry  on September  2 9 ,  a f t e r  c e r t a i n  

. . 

m a s t e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  a b i d e  by a p r i c e  l i s t  a g r e e d  on d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  week. 

F o l l o w i n g  a m e e t i n g  a t  which  t h e y  r e s o l v e d  on a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e ,  w e a v e r s  de-  

m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  s t ree ts .  C o n s t a b l e s  a r r i v e d  and s e i z e d  p l a c a r d s  from a few 

boys .  The l o c a l  m a g i s t r a t e s  d i s p e r s e d  t h e  mob. 011 t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  at- a n  

i l l e g a l  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  s t r i k e r s  a p p o i n t e d  a  commi t t ee  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  new, 

p r i c e  l i s t  w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  They a l s o  r e s o l v e d  t o  a s k  t h e  1naydr.an.d 

m a g i s t r a t e s  t o  convene  a m e e t i n g .  The d e s i r e d  m e e t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  du t h e  same 

day .  D e p u t a t i o n s  o f  weave r s  from c o v e n t r y  and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  r e a c h e d  

a n  ag reemen t  ' w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  V o r k r e s u m e d .  The n e s t  d a y ,  t h e  .commit tee  

p u b l i s h e d  a v o t e  of t h a n k s  t o  t h e  mayor f o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  n e g o L i a t i o r ~ s .  

They a l s o  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  no f u r t h e r  wage r e d u c t i o n s .  Once - . 

begun,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  had b e e n . c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  s u r p r i s i n g  s p e e d  nild c f E i c i e n c y .  

E l o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  w e a v e r s  t h r o u g h  s t r i k e s ,  m e e t i n g s ,  and s t r e e t ' d ~ m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  

had y i e l d e d  s u c c e s s E u l  r e s u l t s .  



. Coventry  was n o t  a l o n e .  I n  t h e  Nor th ,  t h e  London a r e a ,  and L a s t . A n g l i a ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  of 1529,  i n d u s t r i a l .  con£ l i c t  - became more i n t e n s e  t h a n . ' . i t  'had 

been f o r  some t ime . .  I n  Norwich and v i c i n i t y ,  f o r  example ,  journeyinen and 

'mas te r  weavers  s t r u g g l e d  o v e r  t h e  p r i c e  t h e  m a s t e r s  shou ld  pay Eor w o v e n . s i l k .  

The o r g a n i z e d  workers  k e p t  t h e i r  weaker b r e t h r e n  i n  l i n e  by e n t e r i n g  t h e  

weavers '  c o t t a g e s  and c u t t i n g  under -p r i ced  work from t h e  looms. On t h e  n i n t h  

,of September 1829,  t h e  Plorning C h r o n i c l e  r e l a y e d  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Essex Herald:  -- 

NORWICII WEAVERS. -- On Tuesday l a s t ,  p a r t i e s  of  weavers  assembled a t  

t h e  e n t r a n c e s  of  Norwich, and examined t h e  c a r r i e r s '  c a r t s ,  i n  s e a r c h  

of p i e c e s  of goods manufactured i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  Norwich m a s t e r s ,  

w i t h  t h e  avowed i n t e n t i o n  of d e s t r o y i n g  them. A numerous body of 

o p e r a t i v e s  took  a  c a s e  of s i l k  from a  c o n s t a b l e ,  which had been marked 

a t  t h e  under  p r i c e ,  and d e s t r o y e d  i t .  Men i n  d i s g u i s e  have ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
. . 

week, e n t e r e d  houses  i n  Norwich and i t s  neighbourhood,  and c u t  work 

from t h e  looms, on p r e t e n c e  of i t s  b e i n g  t a k e n  under  t h e  s c a l e  ag reed  

t o ,  (Homing C h r o n i c l e ,  9  Sep t  . 1829, p. 1) 

"Tuesday last" w a s  t h e .  f i r s t  : o f  September.  Tile M a g i s t r a t e s  d a d ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

day ,  i s s u e d  a n  o r d e r  i n  t h i s  form: 
. . 

WHEREAS 

T y r r e l l  King,, one  of t h e  C o n s t a b l e s  of  t h i s  C i t y ,  was on Tuesday even ing  

l a s t ,  'between 4 and 6 o ' c l o c k  a t t a c k e d  by a  numerous body of  p e r s o n s  

r i o t o u s l y  assenlbled,  and a  cane of S i l k  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  wrougllt i n t o  a  

Bombazine t aken  from him and d e s t r o y e d  by them. 

THIS I S  TO GIVE NOTICE, 

t h a t  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e s  a r e ,  de te rmined  t o  p u t  . t h e  Laws f o r  tlie p r o t e c t i o n  

of  p e r s o n s  and t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  i n t o  e x e c u t i o n  and do he reby  o f f e r  a 

REWARD OF 

FIVE POUNDS 



. . t o  any p e r s o n ,  Cons t a b l e ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  who s h a l l  apprehend any of f e n d e r s  

g u i l t y  of  such  o u t r a g e s ,  t o  b e  p a i d  on c o n v i c t i o n  (P.R.O., M.O. 52:  5 

[ P u b l i c  Record O f f i c e ,  London; Home O f f i c e  P a p e r s ,  s e r i e s  52 ,  no. 5 1 ) .  

1 n . a  t i m e  when p o l i c e  worked main ly  f o r  f e e s  r a t h e r  than  s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  

reward p o s t e r  s t a t i n g  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e s '  o r d e r  was a  s t a n d a r d  s e q u e l  t o  such a 

v i o l e n t  e n c o u n t e r ,  j u s t  a s  i t  was t o  a  r o b b e r y  o r  a  murder . in  which t h e  pe r -  

' p e t r a t o r  had g o t t e n  away. 

I n  t h e  c a s e  a t  hand,  someone from Norwich ( v e r y  l i k e l y  a  m a s t e r  weaver 

o r  merchan t )  complained t o  t h e  Home S e c r e t a r y ,  R o b e r t  P e e l ,  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  
1 .  

had - n o t  done t h e i r  d u t y .  The mayor ' s  r e p l y  t o  t h e  accusation den ied  

t h e  c h a r g e .  It a l s o  gave a n  i l l u m i n a t i n g  g l i m p s e  of t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  i n t e r a c t i o n  

between t h e  weavers  and t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o u t  of  which t h e  a t t a c k  on t h e  

c o n s t a b l e  had emerged. On t h e  s i x t h  o-f O c t o b e r ,  1829,  mayor J .  D .  S p r i n g f i e l d  

w r o t e  t o .  P e e l  t h a t  

S i n c e  my e n t r y  i n t o  O f f i c e  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  J u n e ' o n l y  one c a s e  of a  

Tumultuous assembly have come t o  my knowledge,  v i z .  o n . t h e  evening 

of  t h e  f i r s t  of S e p t r .  and immedia te ly  on r e c e i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  of  

which I s e t  o f f ,  and a r r i v e d  on t h e  s p o t  w i t h i n  t e n  inj.nutes, and by 
. . 

t a k i n g  i n t o  c u s t o d y  w i t h  my own hand two young f e l l o w s  who r e f u s e d  

t o  d e p a r t  and speak ing  a  few words t o  t h e  o t h e ' r s ,  they q u i e t l y .  ' d i s p e r s e d  

and i n .  one  o r  two h o u r s  t h e ,  s t r e e t  was p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  and q u i e t ;  On 

t h e  fo l low. ing day we i s s u e d  t h e  e n c l o s e d  B i l l  no. 1 [- the  n o t i c e  quoted 

above]  from t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  On t h e  morning of tlle 5 t h  u l t .  I 

r e c e i v e d  informatl ion t h a t  some works had been d e s t r o y e d  on t i ~ e . L o o m s . .  

I immediate ly  went t o  t h e  s p o t  w i t h  my info ' rmant  abou t  7 o ' c l o c k  i n  

t h e  morning t o  . r e c e i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  and t h e  same morning i s s u e d  my w a r r a n t  



f o r  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  two s u s p e c t e d  p e r s o n s  who when b e f o r e  u s  

c l e a r l y  proved a n  Al i .b i  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o ~ l  of a  v e r y  f u l l  Bench.of  

M a g i s t r a t e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  c a s e  i n  which a  D e p o s i t i o n  have been 

made b e f o r e  me of  Work b e i n g  c u t ,  But I have hea rd  of  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  

o t h e r s  and b e l i e v e  i n  a l l  f i v e  o r  s i x  c a s e s  of t h e  k ind  may have t a k e n  

p l a c e ;  when they  have o c c u r r e d  however i n  a l l  c a s e s ,  i t  h a s  been b e f o r e  

t h e  n i g h t l y  watch were on d u t y ,  and s u d d e n l y ,  w i t h o u t  p r e v i o u s  R i o t  

o r  Tumult, s o  t h a t  no P o l i c e  c a n  d e t e c t  i t ,  u n l e s s  we cou ld  o b t a i n  

D e p o s i t i o n s  and i d e n t i f y  t h e  o f f e n d e r s .  The Weavers have f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

t ime  h e l d  monthly m e e t i n g s ,  b u t  i n  no i n s t a n c e  have t h e  s m a l l e s t  d i s o r d e r  

a r i s e n  a t  them. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  t h e  c u t t i n g  of f o u r  looms i n  one c o t t a g e  

o c c u r r e d  on t h e  F r i d a y  p r e v i o u s  t o  t h e  u s u a l  monthly mee t ing ,  a f t e r  

c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  my E r o t h e r  M a g i s t r a t e s  on t h e  S a t u r d a y ,  I r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  

t h e  meet ing might n o t  t a k e  p l a c e .  The Weavers i n  r eady  obed ience  

i m m e d i a t e l y ' i s s u e d  t h e  e n c l o s e d  E i l l  No. 2 [announcing t h a t  " t h e  Fleeting 

a t  t h e  Pantheon w i l l  b e  postponed u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e " ]  and e f f e c t i v e l y  

p reven ted  i t  (P.R.O., H . O .  52 :5) .  

Two weeks l a t e r ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  mayor, t h e  weavers  a p p l i e d  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  

meet.  They r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o n ,  and d e l i b e r a t e d  p e a c e f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  mayor 

and a  s h e r i f f  . w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e .  The mayor' cohceded' t h a t  1l1e had n o t  made . a .  

show of f o r c e  w i ' t h l i i s  p o l i c e  " f o r  t h e  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n ,  t h a t  a P o l i c e  forin'd 

whol ly  from a  Manufac tu r ing  P o p u l a t i o n  i f  pa raded ,  i s  much more l i k e l y  t o  

i n c r e a s e  than  a l l a y  a n  e x c i t e m e n t  on m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r i c e ! ,  bu t  I have p r i -  

v a t e l y  on two. o r  t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s ,  s e l e c t e d  a  few of t h e  b e s t  o f f i c e r s ,  and. i n  

' t h e  even ing  p a t r o l e d  t h e . s u s p e c t e d  p o i n t s . ' '  

The.  mayor ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  an  anonymous c k i  t i c i s m  revea1.s t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  

t a c t i c a l  maneuvering which su r rounded  t h e  worker-master  c o n f l i c t s  of  1829. 



It p l a c e s  t h e  s e a r c h  and s e i z u r e  of September f i r s t  . i n t o  i ts  c o n t e x t  of 

n e g o t i a t i o n  and mutua l  s u r v e i l l a n c e .  Without  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  news account  

a l o n e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  g i v e  t h e  impress ion  of a n  i s o l a t e d ,  i m p u l s i v e  a c t i o n .  

With t h e  c o n t e x t ,  we s t i l l  do n o t  know t h e  s t a t e s  of mind of t h e  assembled 

weavers ,  b u t  w e  do know t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  on Cons tab le  King formed p a r t  o f  a n  

o r g a n i z e d  s t r u g g l e . t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  p r i c e  of t h e  w e a v e r ' s  work. 

L n - c a s e s  where t h e  mayors,  m a g i s t r a t e s  o r  merchants  invo lved  d i d  n o t  

unburden. themse lves  i n  w r i t i n g  -- o r  a t  l e a s t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  h a s  s u r v i v e d  i n  

t o d a y ' s  a r c h i v e s  -- t h e  c l u s t e r i n g  of 'newsworthy e v e n t s  sometimes p r o v i d e s  a  

s i m i l a r  s e n s e  of t h e  c o n t e x t .  C o n s i d e r , - - f o r  example,  t h i s  l i s t  of work- re la ted  

, , 11 c o n t e n t i o u s  s a t h e r i n g s "  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Ffanchester r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  from 
C- 

J u l y  through December 1829. 

DATE PLACE. ACTION OR ISSUE . ,  

6 J u l y  . Barnsl-ey mee t ing  f o r  r e l i e f  of l i n e n  weavers 

8  J u l y  . Leeds mee t ing  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  working c l a s s e s  

24 J u l y  Manches ter a t  t a c k s  on machines 

25 August . bla~ lches te r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  k n o b s t i c k s  

3 1  August blanches ter - - a t t a c k  by weavers 
. . 

1. S e p t  blanches t e r  s e c u r e  of goods 

3 S e p t  Planches t e r  wages meet ing 

5 Sep t  Manchester . . s t r i k e  

9 Sep t  B a r n s l e y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  s c a b s  

1 0  S e p t  Barns ley  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  s c a b s  

1 4  Sept  Manchester a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  k n o b s t i c k s  

1 4  S e p t  . Barns ley  mee t ing  abou t  workers '  d i s t r e s s  
. . 

1 8  S e p t  Nanches t e r  t u r n o u t  



2 1  Sep t  Barns ley  mee t ing  a g a i n s t  wage cuLs 

24 Sep t  Barns ley  mee t ing  t o  s u p p o r t  weavers 

30 Sep t  Planches t e r  mee t ing  t o  form a union 

l . O c t  Dodwor t h  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  working weavers 

3 Oct blanches t e r  . meet ing  a b o u t  wages 

9  Oct E a r n s l e y  mee t ing  a g a i n s t  wage r e d u c t i o n  

1 0  Oct .Barnsley 

1 0  Oct Barns ley  

a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  working weavers 

mee,ting a g a i n s t  r e t u r n  t o  work 

15 Oct 13arnsley ' meet ing  f o r  s t r i k i n g  weaver.s 

14 Nov Oldham t u r n o u t  

1 6  Nov blanches t e r  mee t ing  i n  f a v o r  of wage s t r i k e  

25 Nov Oldham a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  k n o b s t i c k s  

("Knobstick'l was, of c o u r s e ,  a  contemporary word f o r - " s c a b " . )  Even t h e s e  

l a c o n i c  summaries make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  s u s t a i n e d  s t r u g g l e s  between w o r k e r s .  
. . 

and employers  were p c c u r r i n g  i n  Manchester and B a r n s l e y ,  and t h a t  from l a t e  

August t o  mid-0ccober t h e  r e g i o n  Gas locked  i n  c o n f l i c  t . 
-- . - - .. - . - - - . 

I n  f a c t ,  major  s t r i k e s  were going on i n  FIanchester,  Barns ley ,  Oldham, 

and e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  from e a r l y  i n  1829. I f  wevsearch ~ o n d o n " s .  ' ~ i m e s  and 

Morning C h r o n i c l e  n o t  o n l y  f o r  news o f  t h o s e  e v e n t s  which q u a l i f y  a s  " c o n t e n t i o u s  

g a t h e r i n g s "  b u t  a l s o  f o r  o t h e r  ment ions  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  North ,  we 

f i n d  a l m o s t ' d a i l y  . r e p o r t s  -- f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h i r t y - o d d  r e p o r t s  frbm ~ a n c h e s t k r  

a l o n e .  Cumula t ive ly ,  t h e  news a c c o u n t s  p o r t r a y  a c o n t i n u o u s  s e r i e s  of s t r u g g l e s  

i n  which t h e  r e g i o n ' s  m a s t e r s  sought  t o  c u t  wages,  b r e a k  t h e  newly-forming un ions  

a n d e m p l o y k n o b s t i c k s  a s  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  s p i n n e r s  t r i e d  t o  f i g h t  t h e  wage r e d u c t i o n s  

.and m a i n t a i n  a u n i t e d  f r o n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a s t e r s .  I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  " c o n t e n t i o u s  

g a t h e r i n g s "  are b u t  t h e  v i s i b l e  .peaks of a mountain range.. 



IaJllen l o c a l  c o n f l i c t s  c l u s t e r e d  l i k e  t h o s e  i n  t h c  r e g i o n  of Flanchester 

they  became, p e r f o r c e ,  n a t i o n a l  e v e n t s .  The n a t i o n a l  p r e s s  k e p t  tlleni i n  t h e  

p u b l i c  e y e ,  p a r l i a m e n t  d i s c u s s e d  them, and t h e  government ' s  a g e n t s  d i d  
. . 

what they  cou ld '  . to c o n t a i n  them. The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of  l o c a l  m a g i s t r a t e s  .with 

t h e  Eome S e c r e t a r y  weighed t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  r e p r e s s i o n  and m e d i a t i o n .  

. " From S t o c k p o r t ,  f o r  example,  J u s t i c e  o f *  t h e  Peace  S.P.. 1-lunphreys w r o t e  t h a t :  

I n  c o n s e q u e n c e . o f  some d i s t u r b a n c e s  which have o c c u r r e d  l a t e l y  i n  t h e  

Tosin of S t o c k p o r t  I am induced t o  s u b m i t  t o  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  

a l m o s t  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  t h a t  e x i s t s  of  e n l a r g i n g t h e  Bar racks  s i t u a t e d  

a b o u t  112 a m i l e  from t h e  Total. A t  t h e  moment two t h i r d s  of  t h e  working 

d l a s s e s  have s t r u c k  work. S i x  companies of  t h e  8 7 t h  f o o t  a r e  q u a r t e r e d  

a t  t h e  B a r r a c k s  & i n  t h e  Town. The b a r r a c k s  w i l l  o n l y  c o n t a i n - t w o  . 

companies & - s e v e n  o f f i c e r s  & t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  companies a r e  b i l l e t e d  a t  

t h e  Ale' Houses & I n n s  & a r e  f r e q u e n . t l y  b rough t  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

v e r y  P e r s o n s  from whom ti ley ough t  t o  b e  s e p a r a t e d  . . . ( P . l i . 0 .  11.0. 

40:23, 1 0  February  1 8 2 9 ) .  

A month l a t e r ,  t h a t  same m a g i s t r a t e  and two of h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  were t r a n s m i t t i n g  

a  nlemorial of t h e  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and m a s t e r  s p i ' n n e r s  a g a i n s t  ,-a " g e n e r a l  

combinat ion e n t e r e d  i n t o  by t h e  o p e r a t i v e s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  m a s t e r s  i n  t h e  

management of t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s "  -- t h e  journeymen h a d  s t r u c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  

r e d u c t i o n  i n  wages a g r e e d  upon by t h e  same m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and m a s t e r s .  I n  

S t o c k p o r t ,  by c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n c i l i a t o r y  approach of Nor\ \ l ichts  

mayor, t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  seem t o  have a l i g n e d  themselves  w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  

and t o  have a p p l i e d  t h e  f u l l  f o r c e  of t h e  l aw a g a i n s t  workers .  

Al though t h e  r e c o r d  h a s  b r e a k s  i n  i t ,  t h e  accumula t ion  of ev idence  from 

p e r i o d i c a l s  and . a r c h i v e s  s u f f f c e s  t o  p o r t r a y .  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  p l a y  oE t h r e a t ,  

n e g o t i a t i o n ,  m e d i a t i o n ,  r e p r e s s i o n ,  and d i r e c t  a c t i o n  which produced t h e  



c l u s t e r s  of " c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s "  . i n v o l v i n g  workers  and t h e i r  employers .  

I t  s u f f i c e s  t o  r e v e a l  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  of d i f t e r e n t .  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  I t  s u f f i c e s ,  f i n a l l y ,  t o  show u s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  of 

l o c a l  e v e n t s  -- not.  o n l y  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  by n a t i o n a l  newspapers ,  n o t  o n l y  

i n  t h e  f r e q u e n t  a d d r e s s i n g  of  demands t o  P a r l i a m e n t ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  anx ious  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  between' t h e  Home S e c r e t a r y  and l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s .  

STUDYING THE CONTENTION OF 1828 AND 1829 

A l l  of  t h e  e v e n t s  we have j u s t  r ev iewed ,  p l u s  hundreds  of  o t h e r s  t h a t  

o r b i t  a round t h e  major  p o l i t i c a l  i s s a e s  of  t h e  day , '  such  a s  T e s t . &  C o r p o r a t i o n  

a c t s  and C a t h o l i c  e m a n i c i p a t i o n ,  b rough t  g roups  o f  B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n s  i n t o  t h e  

t a v e r n  and s t r e e t s  t o  v o i c e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s ,  g r i e v a n c e s  and demands. I n  s m a l l  

ways and l a r g e ,  t h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s  were  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of the day-to-day po- 
/ 

. l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  

We a r e  s t u d y i n g  a  g r e a t  many such  g a t h e r i n g s  i n  o r d e r  t o  improve o u r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h a t  day-to-day B r i t i s h  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  and t o  i n c r e a s e  

o u r  comprehension of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  and c o n t e n t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  . By 

c l o s e l y .  examining numerous i n d i v i d u a l  e v e n t s ,  we hope t o  keep c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

s t r i v i n g  of  everyday l i f e ,  and y e t  t o  work toward t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o ' n  of t h e  

g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n s - w h i c h  sum up and c o n s t r a i n  t h e  everyday s t r i v i n g .  

. pol lowing  t h e s e  d u a l  ' concerns  -- w i t h  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  B r i t a i n  and 

w i t h  c o n t e n t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  ---we a r e  u n d e r t a k i n g  - t h e  un i fo rm enumera t ion ,  

d e s c r i p t i o n , ,  and a n a l y s i s  of  a  v e r y  l a r g e  series o f  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  

which to,ok p l a c e  f rom 1828 th rough  1834. A " c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g " ,  i n  t h e  

f i n i c k y  d e f i n i t i o n  adop ted  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  i s  any o c c a s i o n  on which ten- or. 

more p e r s o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  government g a t h e r  i n  t h e  same p u b l i c l y - a c c e s s i b l e  

p l e c e  a i d .  make a v i s i b l e  c l a i m  which 'would ,  i f  r e a l i z e d ,  a £  f e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  



of some specific person(s) or group(s) outside their own number. The 

contentious gatherings in the sample are all events meeting the definition 

which : 

a. occurred in England, Wales, or Scotland; 

b. began on some day from 1,January 1828 through 31 December 1834; 

c. were mentioned in one or-more of the following seven periodicals: 
the Morning Chronicle, the Times of London, the Annual Register, 
Gentleman's Magazine, Mirror of Parliament, Hansard's Parliamentary 
Debates, and Votes and Proceedings of the House of Commons. 

A set of 'events identified by means of such sources is bound to emphasize 

matters of concern to Parliament, and likely to overrepresent the affairs of 

London. With allowances for .those biases, .however, the sample permits 

us to make intelligible comparisons among places, times and groups. As we 

saw earlier, plenty of the events reported involved non-Parliamentary 

conflicts, and places far-removed from London. 

When the sample is complete, it'will probably include. about 12,000 

contentious gatherings, dist-ributed quite unevenly over the seven years.. 

It looks as though some 5,000 events will-turn up in the two turbulent 

years of I830 and 1831 alone. By contrast, 1828 and 1829 were calm years, 

together yielding little more than a thousand events which meet our 

criteria for contentious gatherings. 

Once we have abstracted from our seven periodicals the vast amount of 

material mentioning possible contentious gatherings, collated references to the 

same events, and determined- which of the events actually conform to our 

definition, we create a detailed machine-readable description of each qualifying 

event. Rather than a conventional reduction to numerical codes ; the machine. 

record incorporates alphabetic transcriptions, paraphrases and.summaries of the 

information in our sources, plus ordinary-language comments on special features 

of the event, on decisions we have made in creating the record, and on links 

to other events. The record for an individual event includes these elements: 



1. a gene ra l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g  (CG);  

2. d e s c r i p t i o n s ' o f  one o r  more p l a c e s  i n  which t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  
CG occur red ;  ' 

3. d e s c r i p t i o n s  of two o r  more format ions  (minimum: one formatio'n 
making a  c la im,  another  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h a t  c la im)  of people  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  CG; 

4. d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  t h r e e  o r  more ac t ion-phases  (minimum: beginning,  
i n t e r n a l  a c t i o n ,  end) w i th in  t h e  even t  -- a new phase beginning,  
roughly speaking,  whenever any format ion  changed i t s  l o c a t i o n ,  
i t s  composi t ion,  i t s  a c t i o n ,  o r  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  c la ims being - 
made by o t h e r  format ions ;  

5 .  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  of one o r  ,more sou rces  drawn on i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
l i s t e d  above; 

6. comments on any of  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  on t h e  con tex t  of t h e  
CG and i t s  l i n k s  t o  o t h e r  even t s .  

w e  s t o r e  t h e s e  machine-readable r eco rds  on magnet ic  - t a p e s  and d i s k s ,  o rganize  

and.modify them by means of a  l a r g e  data-base management system, and use a  

wide v a r i e t y ' o f  programs and machines t o  draw informat ion  from t h e  f i l e s .  

(For d e t a i l s ,  s e e  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  papers  by Schwei tzer ,  by Schweitzer and Simmons, 

and by T i l l y  and Schweitzer l i s t e d  i n  t h e  b ib l i og raphy . )  From t h i s  po in t  on, 

t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  con ten t ion  i n  1828 and 1829 come from those  machine-readable 

f i l e s .  

THE EVENTS OF 1828 AND 1829 

I n  o rde r  t o  b e t t e r  understand t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of conten tn ion  i n  1828 and 1829, 

l e t  us  examine t h e  t ypes  of  ga the r ings  t h a t  occu r r ed ,  and t h e  number of t imes 

each, type  appeared.  Our t o t a l  enumeration of  e v e n t s  amounts t o  593 f o r  

t h e  yea r  1828 and 6 4 0 . f o r  1829. L i s t e d  below a r e  f o u r t e e n  rough c a t e g o r i e s  

of e v e n t s ,  w i th  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  f o r  each type .  (The t o t a l  number of -such even t s  

i n  1828 and 1829 a p p e a r s , i n  p a r e n t h e s i s . )  

1: C o n f l i c t s  of Poachers and Gameskeepers (32) .  G.H.  C ru t ch l ey ' s  game 
p r e s e r v e s  were invaded by a  gang of 15 h u n t e r s  on t h e  n i g h t  of 
6 January  i828 .  Gameskeeper dodf rey  and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  came upon 
t h e  group, who were f i r i n g  a t  some b i r d s .  The poachers ,  i n  t u r n ,  
f i r e d  a t  t h e  keepers ,  i n j u r i n g  one and d r i v i n g  o f f  some of the  
o t h e r s .  .Of t hose  keepers  who s t ayed  t o  f i g h t ,  one was ' s eve re ly  
bea t en  w i t h  a  gun. The poachers  escaped.  



2. F i g h t s  Between Smugglers and Customs O f f i c e r s  ' ( 8 ) .  During t h e  
n i g h t  of 4 January 1828, on t h e  Sussex c o a s t ,  a  "company" o r  l and  
gang rushed onto  t h e  beach t o  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  cargo of s p i r i t s ,  bu t -  
w e r e  i n t e r c e p t e d  by t h e  Coast Blockade. "A de spe ra t e  f i g h t  took ' 
p lace . "  Four men w e r e  k i l l e d  and many wounded, a s  t he .Coas t  
Blockade was repulsed  and t h e  smugglers made o f f  wi th  t h e i r  goods. 

3. Brawls i n  Drinking P l aces  (12) .  On Chris tmas Day 1828, i n  Portsmouth, 
a  f i g h t  took p l a c e  between s o l d i e r s  and s a i l o r s .  One s o l d i e r  was 
k i l l e d ,  and s e v e r a l  s a i l o r s  were wounded. 

4.  Other Vio len t  Gather ings (148).  A t  S t .  Mar t i n ' s  P a r i s h ,  London, 
i n  A p r i l  1828, t h e  S e l e c t  Ves t ry  h e l d  a  c lo sed  meeting t o  nominate 
p a r i s h  o f f i c i a l s .  A number of Open Ves t ry  men, a t tempt ing  t o  
d i s r u p t  t h e  meeting, c lashed  w i t h  b e a d l e s  and cons t ab l e s .  A 
"genera l  ru sh  took p l a c e t t ,  and "sundry blows f e l l  upon t h e  heads 
of t h e  bes i eg ing  p a r t y .  " 

A t t a c k s . o n  Blacklegs and Other  Unplanned Gather ings (3). On 
Saturday 5 September 1829 an assemblage of s t r i k i n g  sp inne r s  
appeared a t  t h e  m i l l s  of  Messrs. S tandford  and Green. i n  F lanches te r . ,  
The i r  purpose was t o  i n t i m i d a t e  t h o s e  s p i n n e r s  who were s t i l l  
working. The "knobsticks" (b l ack l egs  , o r  s t r i ke -b reake r s )  l e f t  
work an hour e a r l y  t h a t  - day t o  avoid  t h e  " turnouts" .  However, 
t h e  s t r i k i n g  . sp inne r s  had s e t  up a  watch and assembled 
t o  a f t a c k  t h e  knobs t icks ,  i n  t h e i r  Hackney coaches , ' and  t h e i r  
p 'ol ice  e s c o r t .  Stones and o t h e r  missiles were thrown. Plany coach 
windows were broken. A s  t h e  coaches sped o f f ,  t h e  c rowd~fo l lowed ,  
hoot ing  and thr,owing s t o n e s .  

6 .  Unplanned Flarket Gather ings ( 0 ) .  An example i s  t h e  common food r i o t ,  
i n  which groups of market-goers s e i z e  i t ems  and s e l l  them a t  a  forced  
reduced p r i c e  -- e .g .  t a k i n g  bread from a b a k e r ' s  shop and d i s t r i b u t i n g  
i t  t o  t h e  crowd a t  l e s s  than  t h e  b a k e r ' s  ask ing  p r i c e .  Consider ing 
t h e i ?  preva lence  du r ing  t h e  e igheen th  cen tu ry ,  i t  i s  remarkable t h a t  
our  sou rces  r e p o r t  no market c o n f l i c t s  a t  a l l . d u r i n g  1828 and 1829. We 
inc lude  t h e  ca tegory  h e r e  because some con ten t ious  ga the r ings  of t h i s  
type  d id  occur  du r ing  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  yea r  1830. 

7 .  Other Unplanned Gather ings (43) .  A crowd c o l l e c t e d  around a  member of 
t h e  New P o l i c e  i n  Holborn, London, on t h e  n igh t  of 3  November 1829, 
and taunted  him because he had r e c e n t l y  been charged g i t h  s t e a l i n g  
some mutton. The crowd grew t o  g r e a t  numbers and c a l l e d  o u t ,  "How 
d i d  you l i k e  t h e  mutton yes t e rday?"  The ch ie f  o f fender  was taken  i n t o  
custody . 

8 .  Authorized Ce leb ra t i ons  (10) .  The day of 1 0  November 1828, Lord 
Mayor's Day, included p roces s ions ,  speeches ,  and a  g a l a  d inner  a t  t h e  
Gu i ldha l l .    he' f e s t i v i t i e s  were accompanied by cheer ing  crowds. 

. 9. Delega t ions  ( 7 ) .  C e r t a i n  gentlemen and merchants i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
West Ind ian  i s l a n d s  wai ted  upon t h e  Duke of Wellington on 12 March, 

. 1 8 2 8 ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o l i c y .  
- 



1 0 .  ' .parades ,  Demons t ra t ions ,  and R a l l i e s  (64) .. A r a l l y  was h e l d  f o r  t h e  
Duke of Sussex  a t  T r i n i t y  College., Cambridge. The Sena te  house 
was crowded, and t h e  Duke r e c e i v e d  w i t h  loud  =beers. ' 

. . 

11. S t r i k e s  and Turnouts  ( 6 ) .  S i x t e e n  ; r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  ~ o u s e  o f  
C o r r e c t i o n  r e f u s e d  t o  work on t h e  t r e a d m i l l .  A f t e r  o n e . r i n g l e a d e r  . 

was f logged  and o t h e r s  k e p t  i n  s o l i t a r y  conf inement ,  t h e y  "came t o  
t h e i r  senses" .  

-12 .  Pre-Planned Pleetings o f  Named A s s o c i a t i o n s  (439) .  The B r i t i s h  
C a t h o l i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  met on ,22 January  1828 i n  Bloomsbury, t o  
p e t i t i o n  P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  C a t h o l i c  r i g h t s .  

1 3 .  Pre-Planned Meet ings  o f  Publ ic '  Assemblies  (172.). A pre-announced 
mee t ing  took p l a c e  on 2  August 1828 i n  Leeds ,  Y o r k s h i r e ,  r e g a r d i n g  

. t h e  w o o l ' t r a d e .  It  was d e c i d e d  t o  oppose any a d d i t i o n a l  du ty  on 
i m p o r t s  of f o r e i g n  wool.  

14 .  Other  Pre-Planned Meet ings  (289) .  One such mee t ing  was no ted  
i n  a  p e t i t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  by M r .  C a l c r a f t ,  MiP.: t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
of D o r c h e s t e r . v o i c e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  C a t h o l i c  Emancipation.  

The c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  c r u d e .  One o f  t h e  a ims o f  our  a n a l y s i s  i s  t o  regroup  

t h e  e v e n t s  i n t o  t y p e s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  forms of  a c t i o n  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  S c o t s ,  Welsh.; and Engl i sh .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

even t h e  c rude  c a t e g o r i e s  show t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  'bulk  of t h e  o c c a s i o n s  on which 

l a r g e r  numbers o f  p e o p l e  g o t  t o g e t h e r  and b r o a d c a s t  t h e i r  c l a i m s  on o t h e r  

peop.le were regular ly-convened mee t ings  a n d c s i r n i l a r  o r d e r l y , e v e n t s .  The 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  con ten . t ious  g a t h e r i n g s  among t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

by 1528 t h e  forms of a c t i o n  w h i c h h a d  been common d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  -- 

n o t  o n l y  food r iots,  b u t  a l s o  r i t u a l  mockery, d i r e c t  a t t a c k s  on t h e  pe rsons  and 

p remises  of moral  o f f e n d e r s ,  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  of au thor , i zed  p u b l i c  ceremonies  i n t o  

e x p r e s s i o n s -  o f  o p i n i o n ,  and s o  on -- w e r e  on t h e i r  way o u t .  ' It would, t o  be  s u r e ,  
, . 

t a k e  'more t h a n  two' y e a r s '  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  'of  a  t r e n d .  Y e t  

t h e , m i x  of e v e n t s  i n  1828 and 1829 conveys t o  us  a  world  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  

s i m i l a r  t o  our .own,  i n  which o r g a n i z i n g ,  mee t ing ,  and making p u b l i c  announcements 
. . 

of .demands and g r i e v a n c e s  dominate t h e  means a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  l a r g e .  
' ,  

GEOGRAPHICAL AND TEPIPORAL DISTRIBUTION OF EVENTS . 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  by y e a r  and geograph ic  a r e a ,  



d i s p l a y e d  i n  t a b l e s  1 and ,2, o f f e r s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h o s e  g e n e r a l  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  

b u t  b a s i c a l l y  c o n f i r m s  them. The broad geography of c o n t e n t i o n  d i d  n o t  change 

. from.18'28 t o  1829.  Middlesex -- t h e  coun ty  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  major p a r t  of 

t h e  London a r e a  -- l e d  a l l  c o u n t i e s  o f . G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  by f a r ,  i n  b o t h  y e a r s .  

Nearby Kent and d i s t a n t  L a n c a s h i r e  ( t h e  c e n t e r  of B r i t a i n ' s  l a r g e - s c a l e  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n )  fo l lowed  a t  a d i s t a n c e .  I n  s h e e r  numbers of e v e n t s ,  no 

o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  r i v a l z e d  Middlesex,  ' ~ e n t  , and L a n c a s h i r e .  \Jhen%e c o n v e r t  t o  ' 

r a t e s  ( c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e i n g s  p e r  100,000 p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  shown i n  Maps 3 and 4.), 
i 

1 t h e .  p i c t u r e  a l ters :  Middlesex s t i l l  l e a d s ,  and Kent s t i l l  r a n k s  h i g h  i n  b.oth 

y e a r s ,  b u t  w i t h  a l l o w a n c e s  f o r  i t s  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  L a n c a s h i r e  d r o p s  down 

t h e  l i s t ,  w i t h  a l l o w a n c e s  f o r  i t s  small p o p u l a t i o n  Pembroke (Wales) l o o k s  more 

c o n t e n t i o u s ,  and w i t h  a l lowances  f o r  i t s  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e  whole s o u t h  
- - 

of England t a k e s  on a calmer  f a c e .  

The b i g g e s t  change f rom 1828 t o  1829 was t h e  r i s i n g  involvement  o f  s o u t h e r n  

'Sco t land  -- e s p e c i a l l y  Bute ,  Lanark,  and P i id lo th ian  -- i n  c o n t e n t i o n .  I n  

Sco t land  a s  a  whole ,  t h e  number o f  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  e n t e r i n g  o u r  t a l l y  

riies from 19 i n  1828 t o  52 i n  1829. Some of  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o n f l i c t  i n  1829 

c o n s i s t s  ' o f  p o p u l a r  p r o t e s t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  t r i a l  of Hare ,  an  infamous Edinburgh 

body-snatcher :  h e  exhumed c o r p s e s  f o r  s a l e  t o  medica l  r e s e a r c h e r s ;  s i x  

of t h e  52 c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  connected w i t h  t h e  t r i a l .  ~ u t '  t h e  change 

r e s u l t e d  mainly  f rom t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s a l i e n c e  o f  C a t h o l i c  Emancipation a s  an 

i s s u e .  I n  a l l  of  S c o t l a n d , .  32 o f  t h e  52 e v e n t s  concerned C a t h o l i c  Emancipation: 

. ' l o  e v e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  re fo rm,  and a f u l l  22 i n v o l v i n g . o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  C a t h o l i c  c l a i m s .  . S c o t l a n d ' s  expanded number o f  " o t h e r  v i o l e n t  g a t h e r i n g s ' '  

(up from 3 i n  1828 t o  9  i n  1829) r e g i s t e r s  a  s e r i e s  of p o p u l a r  a t t a c k s  on t h e  

body-sna tchers ,  w h i l e  t h e  growing number o f  mee t ings  (14 i n  1828,  41 i n  1829) 

s i g n a l s  t h e  o c c a s i o n s  on which S c o t s  g a t h e r e d  w i t h o u t  v i o l e n c e  t o  s t a t e  t h e i r  

s e n t i m e n t s  f o r  o r ,  more o f t e n ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  expans ion  of Catho1i.c p o l i t i c a l  

r i g h t s .  . . 
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Table  1 

CONTEi'lT1QUS G~THERINGS, PERCENT DISTRI!3UTIOi' I ,  L I S T E D  
BY EVENT TYPES I_-EIGHT GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS FOR 1028 

, Type of  ath he ring 

Poachers  v s .  
Gameskeepers 0 .0  0.0 0 .0  0 . 0  0 .0  7 .3  0.0 0 . 0  3.0 1 8  

Smugglers v s .  
Customs 

Brawls i n  Dr ink ing  
P l a c e s  

Other  V i o l e n t  
Ga ther ings  

: A t t a c k s  on B l a c k l e g s  
and Other  Unplanned 
Gather ings  0.0 0 . 0  0 .0  0 .0  0 .0  0 .4  0 .0  0 . 0  0 .2  1 

Market C o n f l i c t s  

Other  Unplanned 
Gather ings  

Author ized 
C e l e b r a t i o n s  

D e l e g a t i o n s  

P a r a d e s ,  Demm- 
s t r a t i o n s ,  R a l l i e s  6 .9  43.8 0 .0  8 .3  1 0 . 3  4 .9  9 .5  10.5' 7 . 4  44 

S t r i k e s ,  Turnouts  0 . 5  0 .0  0 .0  0 .0  2.6 0.0 0 .0  0.0 0 . 3  2 
. . 

 re-planned Meet ings  
of Named A s s o c i a t i o n s  41.2 25.0 69.2 29.2 38.5  58.4  76.2 36.8  48.9 290 

'Pre-Planned Meetings 
o f  P u b l i c  Assemblies  14 .4  . . 6.3  7.7 12 .5  2.6 2.4 ' 0 .0  5 .3  7..4 44 '  

Other  Pre-Planned . . 
~ e e t  i n g s  . 22.2 25.0 .15.4 37.5 38.5  1 7 . 1  9 . 5  31.6 21.6 128 

TOTAL 100.1 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.2 99 .8  100.0  i00.0 99.9 - 



CONTEFITIOUS -- - - -- - GATHERINGS,  - - - . PERCEl lT - - D I S T R I B U T I Q N ,  - - - .- - . -- L I S T E D  - - . - 
. BY EVENT TYPES I N  E I G H T  GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS FOR 1829 

J Q) 

4: '3 . LI . . aJ L I  -A 'Y 
V! Y-4 s a - c 

V! C G "J U 5 
. d w 0) m u m V) .--I 4 

TI V) a U .  L) a ,-I a 4J a Type- of Event 'J b. . ... - c c L M  rl o u 
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/- a z s O W .  3 v: .H z Poachers  v s .  

Gameskeepers 0 . 0  0 .0  0 . 0 .  0 .0  1 . 9  4 .8  0 .0  0 . 0  2.2 14 

Smugglers v s .  
Customs .' 

Brawis i n  -Dr ink ing  
P l a c e s  

Other  V i o l e n t  
Ga ther ings  

A t t a c k s  on B l a c k l e g s  
and Other  unplanned 

, .  G a t h e r i n g s  

Market C o n f l i c t s  

Other  Unplanned 
Gather ings  

Author ized 
C e l e b r a t i o n s  

D e l e g a t i o n s  

P a r a d e s ,  Dernonstra- . .. 

t i o n s ,  R a l l i e s  4.2 0 . 0  . 0 .0  0.0 1 . 9  3.7 0 .0  ' 0 . 0  3 . 1  20 

S t r i k e s ,  Turnouts  

Pre-Planned Flee t i n g s  
of Named A s s o c i a t i o n s  22.8 0 . 0  60.0 3 2 . 1  30.8 1 8 . 2  . 3 1 . 3  3 4 . 6 2 3 . 3  149 

Pre-Planned Fleetings 
of P u b l i c  Assemblies  28.8 0 . 0  0 .0  21.4 9 . 6  15.6  25.0 17 .3  20.0  128 

Other  Pre-Planned 
Meetings 16:3. 66.7  40.0 28.6 1 5 . 4  .32.0  37.5  . 2 6 . 9 2 5 . ' 2  1 6 1  

T o t a l  10O;l  100.0  100.0  99.9 99.8 99;9  1 0 0 . 1  99.9 1 0 0 . 1  - 



O v e r a l l ,  t h e  f requency  of c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  r o s e  r a t h e r  l i t t l e  

f rom 1828 t o  1829: .from 593 t o  64.0, a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  8  p e r c e n t .  I n  b o t h  y e a r s ,  

f u r t h e r m o r e ,  pre-planned mee t ings  predominated : 78 p e r c e n t  of a l l  c o n t e n t i o u s  

g a t h e r i n g s  i n  1828,  68 p e r c e n t  i n  1829.  Wi th in  t h e  ca- tegory - o f  pre-planned 

m e e t i n g s ,  t h e  d r i f t  away ' f rom "named a s s o c i a t i o n s "  t o  " p u b l i c  a s s e m b l i e s " '  , 

c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  f r i e n d l y  s o c i e t 2 e s  i n  1828 (when Parliament 

' . ' deba ted ' . a  b i 1 . l  which would have:imposed g r e a t e r .  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and s u r v e i l l a n c e  

upon them)', and t o  t h e  importance o f  town and a r e a  mee t ings  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

Emancipation campaigns -- p r o .  and con -- of  1829.  Unplanned g a t h e r i n g s  became. ,. 

more f r e q u e n t ,  and p a r a d e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , . a n d  r a l l i e s  less s o ,  l i k e w i s e  as 

. f u n c t i o n s  o f  . a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  -of i s s u e s  b r i n g i n g  p e o p l e  i n t ;  a c t i o n .  
. . 

The most d r a m a t i c  change,  however, o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  w e  have 

l a b e l e d  " o t h e r  v i o l e n t  g a t h e r i n g s "  -- i n t e r r u p t e d  mee t ings ,  a t t a c k s  on i n f o r m e r s ,  

and t h e  l i k e .  T h i s  type  o f  e v e n t  became c o n s i d e r a b l y  more 

f r e q u e n t ,  e s p e c i a l 1 9  i n  >f idd lesex ,   anc cash ire, and Other  England. F o r -  a l l  

of  B r i t a i n ,  t h e i r  r i s e  from 46 t o  102 e v e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  from 

8  p e r c e n t  t o  1 6  p e r c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  v i o l e n c e  sur rounding  

i n d u s t r i a l  d i s p u t e s  -- t h e  c u t t i n g . o f  c l o t h  from working looms, t h e  

b r e a k i n g  of t h e  looms themse lves ,  t h e  i n t i m i d a t i o n  of workers  a c c e p t i n g  

low wages, and s o  on -- played t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t  i n  t h e  i n c r e a s e .  The s i l k  

weavers  of London's S p i t a l f i e l d s ,  t h e  c o t t o n  s p i n n e r s  of L a n c a s h i r e ,  and 

a v a r i e t y  of .workers  e l sewhere '  i n  England a l l  had t h e i r .  s h a r e  i n  t h e  v i o l e n c e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Rober t  P e e l ' s  New P o l i c e  and 

c o n f l i c t s  growing o u t  of mee t ings  a b o u t  C a t h o l i c  Emancipation c o n t r i b u t e d  

t h e i r  own s m a l l  c l u s t e r s  o f  v i o l e n t  e v e n t s  to '  1 8 2 9 ' s ' i n c r e a s e d  t o t a l .  

Our broad t y p e s  of e v e n t s ,  w h i l e  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  an  i n i t i a l  s o r t i n g  of 

t h e  e v i d e n c e ,  do n o t  communicate t h e  c h a r a c t e r  .of t h e  a c t i o n  v e r y  c l e a r l y .  
. . 

The r e c o r d s . o f  t h e  e v e n t s ,  however, c o n t a i n  some u s e f u l  d e t a i l  i n  t h a t  



r ega rd .  We have d iv ided  each event  i n t o  a  s e r i e s  of " ac t i on  phase.sn -- 

a new phase beginning ,  i n  essence ,  a t  .a s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  behavior  by 

any of t h e  a c t o r s  involved .  Where our  sou rces  use  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ve rb  t o  

d e s c r i b e  t h a t  behavior ,  w e  t r a n s c r i b e  t h e  ve rb  i t s e l f ;  where i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  
. # 

a c h a n g e . i n  behavior  occur red ,  bu t  no ve rb  appea r s  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  t h e  account (s ) ' ,  

we supply a  ve rb ,  and l a b e l  i t  a s  our  own a t t r i b u t i o n .  ( I n  t h e  l i s t  which fo l lows ,  

a s t e r i s k s  i d e n t i f y  ou r  a t t r i b u t i o n s . )  For t h e  yea r  1828, t h e  ac t ion-verbs  

ap.pearing i n  our  r eco rds  t e n  ti.mes o r  more a r e :  

a t t a c k  (27) t h r e a t e n  (13) 

ad journ  '(27) r e t r e a t  (12) 

* p e t i t i o n  (307) l e a v e  (22) d i s p e r s e  (12) 

*hear- p e t i t i o n  (183) a sk  suppor t  (21) announce (11) 

thank (87) f i g h t  (18) b e a t  (11) 

" r e so lve  (85) proceed (18) propose (11) . . 

"hear .(35) 

*cheer (70) 

assemble (54) 

break up (18) 

r e s o l v e  (16) ' 

c a l l  (16) 

a r r e s t  (10) 

t ake  (10) 

s e p a r a t e  (47) cheer  (14) nominate (10) 

*announce (38) 

e n t e r  (35) . '  

* a r r i v e  (14) 

add re s s  (14) 

applaud (10) 

r e t u r n  (10) 

a r r i v e  (29) " a t t a c k  (14) d i n e  (10) 

*oppose (28) open (14) send t o  (10) 

These 42 ve rbs  comprised 71 pe rcen t  of t h e  roughly 3,299 ac t ion-verbs  (5.4 
. . 

p e r e v e n f ,  o n  t h e  average)  inc luded  i n  our desc r ip t i ons . .  The a p p a r a t u s ' o f  

t h e  formal  meeting and t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  work of p e t i t i o n i n g  c l e a r l y  dominate 

t he  y e a r ' s  a c t i o n .  But t h e  ac t ion-verbs  a l s o  record  v io l ence  and con f ron ta t i on :  

a t t a c k ,  f i g h t ,  b reak  up,  t h r e a t e n ,  r e t r e a t ,  d i s p e r s e ,  b e a t ,  a r r e s t :  A broad - - 
- -  - 



cor respondence .be tween  o u r  c r u d e  t y p i n g  o f  e v e n t s  a n d . t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a c t i o n s  ' 
., \ 

w i t h i n  t h o s e  e v e n t s  p r o v i d e s  some a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  c r u d e  t y p e s  a r e  n o t "  

fundamenta l ly  m i s l e a d i n g .  

I f  we u n d e r t a k e  t h e  same s o r t  of l i s t i n g  f o r  1829, t h e  r e s u l t  l o o k s  

l i k e  t h i s  : 

"end (445) beg (26) " l e a v e  (14) 

"meet ' (324) applaud (25) s e i z e  (14) 

" p e t i t i o n  (259) r e q u i s i t i o n  (25) d i n e  (14) 

ikhear p e t i t i o n  (211) c o l l e c t  (25)  d i s s o l v e  (13) 

assemble  (118) 

"cheer  (116) 

*suppor t  (25)  

" a d v e r t i s e  (25) 

b r e a k  up (13) 

demand (12) 

thank  (114) "address  (25) * h i s s  (12) 

"oppose.  (106) f o l l o w  (24)  p ropose  (11) 

+:resolve (84) r e s o l v e  (23) r e t u r n  (11) 

e n t e r  (46) 

p roceed  (45) 

a d j o u r n  (40) 

meet (39) 

" a r r i v e  (23)  

r e f u s e  (20)  

d e s t r o y  (19)  

" a t t a c k  (11) 

s t r i k e  (11) 

wound (11) 

$;chair  (18) " t h r e a t e n  - (11)  . 

d i s p e r s e  (38) - ; ' t ry (18) $:cry o u t  (11) 

s e p a r a t e  (36) pa rade  (17) c a l l  (10) 

a r r i v e  (34) l e a v e  (17) t a k e  (10): 

*arrest (34) move (16) o r d e r  (10) 

. s t o n e  (31) 

" g a t h e r  (31) 

a t t a c k  (29) 

r e t i r e  (.16) 

a t t e m p t  (15) 

t h r e a t e n  (15) 

su r round  (10) 

* r e f u s e  (10) 

assist (10) 

a d d r e s s  (26) c h e e r  (14) 

I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  62 a c t i o n - v e r b s  account  f o r  7 1  p e r c e n t  of t h e  roughly  4,100 

a c t i o n s  enumerated,(approximately 6 . 4  a c t i o n - v e r b s  p e r  e v e n t ) .  Another 441 

v e r b s  s h a r e d  t h e  remain ing  29 p e r c e n t  of t h e  a c t i o n s .  I n  1829, a s  i n  1828, - 



v e r b s  s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  mee t ing  and p e t i t i o n i n g  outweigh t h e  r e s t .  

Yet t h e  a c t i o n s  of 1829 communicate a  more b e l l i g e r e n t  y e a r :  h i s s  and d i s s o l v e  

show up among t h e  meet ing-verbs ,  w h i l e  s t o n e ,  r e f u s e ,  d e s t r o y , .  9, s e i z e ,  

s t r i k e ,  wound and c r y  o u t  t a k e  t h e i r  p l a c e s  on t h e  high-frequency l i s t .  The 

i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  a r r e s t ,  a t t a c k ,  t h r e a t e n ,  demand, and sur round ,  

f u r t h e r m o r e ,  more t h a n  compensate f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  f i g h t ,  b reak  up,  and b e a t .  . 

. ,  

Both che o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  w e ' h a v e  . s p e c i f i c a l l y  l a b e l e d  a s  

v i o l e n t  and t h e  n e t  s h i f t  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  e v e n t s  -- v i o l e n t  

and n o n - v i o l e n t  -- bespeak a n  i n c r e a s i n g  p a c e  o f  open c o n f l i c t  i n  1829. 

THE ISSUES 

!hat w e r e t h e y  f i g h t i n g  abou t?  For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  

- i s s u e s  of t h e  day:  t h e  T e s t  and C o r p o r a t i o n  Acts.,  C a t h o l i c  Emancipation,  

t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  power of m a s t e r s  and 

workers ,  and s o  on.  The word " f i g h t i n g " ,  t o  b e  s u r e ,  i s  a  b i t  s t r o n g ;  

most of t h e s e  , c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  t o o k  t h e  form of o r d e r l y  meet ings  

i n  which c i t i z e n s  d e c o r o u s l y  s t a t e d  t h e i r  demands and g r i e v a n c e s ,  passed 

r e s o l u t i o n s ,  and s e n t  p e t i t i o n s  o f f  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The l i k e l i h o o d  of 

an  open f i g h t ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  wi-th t h e  a c t o r s  and t h e  i s s u e s : .  . 

few of  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  v o i c i n g . t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  on t h e  T e s t  Act d i d  so  w i t h  

v i o l e n c e ,  w h i l e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t s  o f t e n  invo lved  some b r e a k i n g  of machinery 

o r  i n t i m i d a t i o n  of k n o b s t i c k s .  Some i s s u e s  -- h u n t i n g  on pos ted  l a n d  i s  a  

pri.me example -- could h a r d l y  come up w i t h o u t  someone's  a t t a c k i n g  someone e l s e .  

~ e v e r t h e l e s i ,  t h e  b u l k  .of t h e  e v e n t s  i n  o u r  c a t a l o g  a )  c o n s i s t e d  of peac.efu1 

a s s e m b l i e s  . i n  which peop le  s t a t e d  t h e i r  c l a i m s  i n  a p u b l i c  b u t  o r d e r l y  way; 

b )  c o n c e f n e d . t h e  major  q u e s t i o n s  which t h e  p r e s s ,  P a r l i a m e n t ,  and p o l i t i c a l  ' 

l e a d e r s  were c u r r e n t l y  d e b a t i n g .  



I n  1828, t h e  i s s u e s  on which n i n e  o r  more c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  c e n t e r e d  

were C a t h o l i c  ~ m a n c i ~ a t i o n  (13  e v e n t s ) ,  e l e c t i o n s  (29 e v e n t s ) ,  t h e  F r i e n d l y  

S o c i e t y  B i l l  (50 e v e n t s ) ,  g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  o f  government o f f i c i a l s  (20 e v e n t s ) ,  

poach ing  (17 e v e n t s ) ,  wardmotes ( a n o t h e r  1 7  e v e n t s ) ,  and t h e  proposed r e p e a l  

of t h e . T e s t -  and C o r p o r a t i o n  Acts  (182 e v e n t s ) .  Most of t h e s e  i s s u e s  involved 

c h a l l e n g e s  t o  e x i s t i n g  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t y  R i l l ,  i f  

p a s s e d ,  would have i n c r e a s e d  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  workers  and c a p i t a l i s t s  by 

imposing t i g h t e r  c o n t r o l s  o v e r  a u t h o r i z e d  workers1  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  I n  1829, 
. . 

C a t h o l i c  Emancipation became t h e  most f r e q u e n t  ' i s s u e :  232 .o f  t h e  y e a r ' s  - 

640 e v e n t s  d e a l t  w i t h . t h e  C a t h o l i c  c l a i m s .  The o t h e r  prominent i s s u e s  of t h a t  

y e a r  were g e n e r a l ,  sup.port o f  government (56 e v e n t s ) ,  poaching (.14 e v e n t s ) ,  

s e l e c t  v e s t ' r y  (14 e v e n t s ) ,  wardmotes (18 e v e n t s ) ,  and wage d i s p u t e s  (25 e v e n t s ) .  

F i g u r e s  1. and 2 p r e s e n t  a  breakdown of  t h e  major i s s u e s  i n  t h e -  

c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  1828 and 1829 which occur red  i n  Middlesex 

( t h e  county i n c l u d i n g  t h e  major p a r t  o f  London) and L a n c a s h i r e  ( t h e  

g r e a t  a r e a  of f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n ) .  I n  1828 ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  d i d  n o t  

d i f f e r  . g r e a t l y .  A somewhat h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  '-- about  a q u a r t e r  -- of 

L a n c a s h i r e l s  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  concerned t h e  T e s t  and C o r p o r a t i o n  

r e p e a l .  Loca l  government, i n  t h e  g u i s e  of d i s p u t e s  over  wardmotes, v e s t r i e s ,  

and e l e c t i o n s ,  ' a t t r a c t e d  more a t t e n t i o n  . i n  London. But t h e  i s s u e s -  'of 

T e s t  and C o r p o r a t i o n ,  C a t h o l i c  Emancipat ion,  and F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s  remained 

prominent  i n  b o t h  c d u n t i e s .  (The e x o t i c  "wife  .burningu r e f e r s  - t o  a  l o c a l  

campaign p r o t e s t i n g ,  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  t h e  immolat ion o f  widows i n  Ind ia . . )  Both 

c o u n t i e s  d i f f e r e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  from D i s s e n t i n g  P r o t e s t a n t  Wales, where a  f u l l  . 

t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  1 8 2 8 ' s  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  invo lved  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

r e p e a l  of t h e  T e s t  and Co.rporat ion A c t s ,  ' and  S c o t l a n d ,  where t h e  stamp du ty  

became an i m p o r t a n t  ground f o r  c o n t e n t i o n .  



I n '  1829, Middlesex and L a n c a s h i r e  moved f a r t h e r  a p a r t .  Although i n  

b o t h  c o u n t i e s  C a t h o l i c  Emancipat ion f i g u r e d  i n  a b o u t  t w o - f i f t h s o f  a l l  

c o n t e n t i o u s .  g a t h e r i n g s - ,  a l m o s t  a l l  of  L a n c a s h i r e ' s  g a t h e r i n g s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  

expressed  s u p p o r t  f o r  Emancipation;,  i n  Middlesex ( t h a t  i s ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  London), 

t h e  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  f o r c e s  came o n t o  t h e  s c e n e  much more f r e q u e n t l y .  Both 

L a n c a s h i r e  and Middlesex had t h e i r  s h a r e s  of i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  b u t  i n  

L a n c a s h i r e  workers  tended t o  t a k e  o f f  a f t e r  k n o b s t i c k s ,  w h i l e  i n  London 

o f f e n d i n g  looms, and t h e  s i l k  i n  t h e  looms, drew' t h e  weavers '  d i r e c t  a c t i o n .  

London a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  c o n f l i c t  abou t  an  i s s u e  which s t i l l  l a y  i n  L a n c a s h i r e ' s  

f u t u r e :  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  New P o l i c e  o r g a n i z e d  by Rober t  Peel , .  I f  v i o l e n t  

e v e n t s  became more f r e q u e n t  i n  b o t h  c o u n t i e s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  m a n i f e s t  i s s u e s  

on which t h e . e v e n t s  t u r n e d - d i f f e r e d  a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  problems.  

. . 
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1 ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  c h i e f  i m p r e s s i o n  g iven  by o u r  ev idence  on i s s u e s  i s ' n o t  

I . ' -  

l o c a l i s m ,  b u c . n a ~ i o ' n a l i s m :  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  i n  t h e  

c a t a l o g s  f o r  1828 and .1829  i n v o l v e d  q u e s t i o n s  of n a t i o n a l  scope .  

TIMING 

The t i m i n g  of e v e n t s  c o n f i r m s  t h e  cor respondence  between l o c a l  a c t i o n  

and n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  To a s u r p r i s i n g  d e g r e e ,  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  - 

c l u s t e r e d  a t  t h e  moments o f  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  -- and ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  

a t t e n t i o n  -- t o  t h e  i s s u e s  a t  hand. I f  we c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  

c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  of 1828 and 1829 i n t o  t h r e e  broad c a t e g o r i e s  -- 

meet ings  of named a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o t h e r  m e e t i n g s ,  and a l l  o t h e r  C G ' s  -- t h e  

impact of n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  on t h e  rhythm of c o n t e n t i o n  becomes obv ious .  

F i g u r e  3 , .  d i s p l a y s  t h e .  f low 0.f t h e  t h r e e  c l a s s e s  of e v e n t s  o v e r  ttle twenty-£ our  

months of 1828 .and  1829. For  comparison,  i t  a l s o  show,c.the d u r a t i o n  of t h e  two 

s e s s i o n s  of P a r l i a m e n t .  Two l i n k e d  f a c t s  immediately s t r i k e  t h e  e y e :  

1. T h e  number of m e e t i n g s  of named a s s o c i a t i o n s  wltich q u a l i f y  a s  
c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  v a r i e s  enormously from month t o  month: i n  
o u r  sample,  t h a t  f l u c t u a t i o n  a c c o u n t s  f o r  nos  t of t h e  month-to-month 
v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  t o t a l  number of C G s '  

2. Those mee t ings  a r e  h e a v i l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d s  when 
P a r l i a m e n t  was i n  s e s s i o n .  

The t h r e e  peaks of C G s  co r respond  t o  t h e  major  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e b a t e s  ovcr  t h e  

T e s t  and C o r p o r a t i o n  Act r e p e a l  (February 1828) and C a t h o l i c  Emancipation 

( A p r i l  1828 and May 1829) .  I n  f a c t ,  a  l a r g e  s h a r e  of a l l  t h e  mee t ings  concerned 

t h o s e  v e r y  i s s u e s . .  Over t h e  two y e a r s  a s  a . w l ~ o l e ,  we c l a s s i f i e d  T e s t  and 
. . 

C o r p o r a t i o n  a s  t h e  "major i s s u e "  of 182 e v e n t s ,  and C a t h o l i c  Emancipation a s  
L 

t h e  m a j o r . i s ' s u e  of a  f u l l 2 4 5  e v e n t s .  Many of  t h e s e ' e v e n t s  came t o  o u r  
. , 

a t t e n t i o n , .  ind.eed , because  t h e  meet ing s e n t  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  ~ a r l i a m e n ;  s t a t i n g  

a p o s i t i o n  on one i s s u e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

A s  .a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  t h e  tempo of p e t i t i o n i n g  and the. o v e r a l l  



tempo o f  c o n t e n t i o n  showed a  r emar l t ab l e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  F i g u r e 4  

p r e s e n t s  t l le  day-by-day f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  number o f  p e t i t i o n s  r e g i s t e r e d  

by ~ a r l i a m e n t  d u r i n g  i t s  s e s s i o n s  o f  1828 and 1829 ;  t h e  numbers i n c l u d e  

a l l  p e t i t i o n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  . w h e t h e r  tlley came f rorn m e e t i n g s  w l ~ i c l ~  q u a l i f y  - 

a s  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s ,  and r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  t o p i c  they '  c o n c e r n e d .  The 
. . 

- 
same t h r e e ,  p e a k s  of  a c t i v i t y  a p p e a r  c l e a r l y ;  t h e y  c e n t e r  on  F e b r u a r y  1 8 2 8 , .  

' . A p r i l  1828 ,  and  March ,1829.  Nor i s  t h a t  a c o i n c i d e n c e :  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  a r r i v i n g  

i n  F e b r u a r y  1828  d e a l t  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  T e s t  and C o r p o r a t i o n  

. - 

A c t s ,  and were  m a i n l y  f a v o r a b l e ;  t h e  * e t i t i o n s  a r r i v i n g  i n  A p r i l  1828 d e a l t  

c h i e f l y  w i t h  C a t h o l i c  Emanc ipa t ion ,  and w e r e  p r e p o n d e r a n t l y  f , a v o r a b l e ;  t h o s e  

a r r i v i n g  i n  Plarch 1829  l i k e w i s e  t ended  t o  c o n c e r n  C a t h o l i c  E m a n c i p a t i o n ,  b u t  

were  ITOW l a r g e l y  u n f a v o r a b l e .  Dur ing  t h e  many montlls t h a t  P a r l i a m e n t  was 

a v o i d i n g  t h e  i s s u e ,  Brunswick  C lubs  and o t h e r  a n t i - ~ a t h o l i c  g r o u p s  were  

o r g a n i z i n g  campaigns  a c c e l e r a t e d ' a s  P a r l i a m e n t  moved toward  a d e c i s i o n  -- i n  t h e  

e v e n t ,  a r e l u c t a n t  d e c i s i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  s e a t i n g .  C a t h o l i c s  w h i l e  d i sband- ing  t l ~ e  

C a t h o l i c  ~ s s o c i a t i o n .  The tempos o f  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  dominated  . p e t i t i o n s  t o  

P a r l i a m e n t  as t h e y  domina ted  t h e  o v e r a l l  u p s  and downs o f  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e i i n g s  . 
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  o t h e r  s o r t s  o f  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  v a r i e d  i n  p a r t i a l  i n -  

dependende  o f  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s .  The t h r e e  l a r g e s t  c l u s t e r s  o f  " o t h e r  C G s "  

we re  t h e  37 o f  December 1 8 2 8 ,  t h e  3 1  o f  May 1829 and t h e  3 1  o f  September  1829 .  

I n  December 1 8 2 8 ,  a c o m b i n a t i o n ' o f  f r e q u e n t  e n c o u n t e r s  be tween h u n t e r s  and game 

wardens  wit-11 p a r a d e s ,  r a l l i e s  and s imi lar  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s  

b r o u g h t  t h e .  t o t a l s  up .  I n  Flay 1 8 2 9 ,  a s u r g e  oE s t r i k e s  and o t h e r  .worke .~-s '  act:i .ons 

t h r o u g h o u t  England p roduced  a n  u n u s u a l  number o f  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s .  !n 

September  o f  t h e  same y e a r ,  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t  p l a y e d  a n  even  m o r e . i m p o r t a n t  

p a r t  t h a n  i n  Flay. P o a c h i n g  i n c i d e n t s ,  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s  and  w o r k e r - o v ~ n ~ r  s t r u g g l e s  

, somet imes  r e sponded  t o  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  and somet imes  became . i s s u e s  f o r  n a t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  had t h e i r  own rhy thms .  



I PARLIAMENT 



T O T A L  P E T I T I O N S  P R E S E N T E D ,  1828 a 1829 

D A Y  O F  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y ' S E S S I O N  



CONCLUSION 

. . 
Both a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  and a t  t h e  l o c a l  s c a l e ,  . t h e  theme of  c o n t e n t i o n  

which o v e r l a y  a l l  o t h e r s  was i n e q u a l i t y .  As m a t e r i a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  

. B r i t a i n ,  demands to  r e d r e s s  t h e  b a l a n c e  a r o s e .  A s  power and p o l i t i c s  n a t i o n a l i z e d ,  

demands f o r  e q u a l  -- o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  l e s s  unequa l  -- a c c e s s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  became.more i n s i s t e n t .  To some e x t e n t ,  popu la r  c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  had an  e f f e c t .  I n  t h e  two y e a r s  we have examined c l o s e l y  i n  t h i s  

p a p e r ,  t h e  outcomes.of  t h e  campaigns o v e r  t h e  T e s t  and C o r p o r a t i o n  A c t s ,  

. , - C a t h o l i c  Emancipation and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i s s u e s  reduced p o l i t i c a l  i n e q u a l i t y .  

. . 

The campaign f o r  Reform resumed i n  1830,  and he lped  produce t h e  p a r t i a l  

e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  1 8 3 2 ' s  Reform b i l l .  In a l l  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  t h e  

d e f e n d e r s  o f  e x i s t . i n g  i n e q u a l i t i e s  a l s o  had a s a y .  Sometimes t h e y  won. The' 

1830s were  n o t ,  f o r  example,  a g r e a t  moment f o r  workers '  r i g h t s  o r  t h e i r  

c a p a c i t y  t o  ho ld  o f f  wage c u t s ,  speedups,  o r  s c a b s .  The campaign f o r  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  C h a r t e r  began i n  t h e  1830s ,  b u t  had no g r e a t  s u c c e s s e s  t o  r e p o r t  i n  

t h e  decade.  The s t r o n g l y  p o l i t i c a l  demands of t h e  c h a r t i s t s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

p o i n t  t o  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e n d :  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c h e  exc luded  and e x p l o i t e d  peop le  

of Grea t  B r i t a i n  were t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e  and t o  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  a s  t h e  

means of making themse lves  heard .  They r e l i e d  l e s s  and l e s s  on p a t r o n s  and 

l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s , . m o r e  and more o'n d i r e c t ,  unrnediated involvement  i n  n a t i o n a l  
. . 

p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e s .  They sought  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  r e d r e s s  through c o l l e c t i v e  
1 .  

a c t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a r e n a  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  i n  o t h e r  s p h e r e s  

o f  B r i t i s h  l i f e .  
, .- 
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