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I '  

Sometimes llistorians t ake  a very long t ime  t o  learn what people of the  t i n h s  

t!~ey study took for granted.   hit is surely t h e  case   wit!^ our recen t  retliscovcry of 

protoindustrialization. Jt is probably the  c a s e  v:ith our equally recent  rliscovery of 

deinrlustrialization. I t  may also he  the  c a s e  with our cuvrent close esan:ination of 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  K o t  t h a t  -seventeenth-  or  eigtlteentb-centi.iry E~iropeans  ut tered 

these  l a te  tncntic?th-century terms,  or ~i r?r l~rs tood.  t!~e processes they t a g  in the  same 

may nTc  do. P!o d o u h t  vre a r e  b e t t e r  e b l e  t o  p u t  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  in  his tor ical  

' pe r spec t ive ,  a n d .  t o  sor t  out  their  interactions.  zut  cven tha t  ability has  only c o r e  

t o  us  a f t e r  a struggle with the  pervasive unilinear vicm of industrialization tha t  took 

hold of western thought (luring t h e  nineteenth  century.  This p a p e r  o f f e r s  a ?>r ief  

summary 'of t h a t  struggle. 

Not long ago, economic historians of Purope began t o  raise serious questions 

about t h e  idea of inc!ustrialization as a rapic! technological 1 ~ - e a k  with the  past;'"when 

they  looked, they found agricultural origins for industry, extensive incl~~str ia l  expansion 

in rural  a reas  without major zl terations in t h e  techniques o r  scale of -production,  ant1 

the  growth of a large  proletarian population fa: from big c i t ies  ~ l c l  factories.  Thc 

notion of p:-otoinrlustrialization (Franklin Xendels'  t e r m  for the  second of thesc th ree  

p r o c e s s e s )  s e r v e d  a s  nn i n d i r e c t  c r i t i q u e  of o p t i n ~ i s t i c  t h e o r i e s  concernin8 the  

exportation of industrial organization from t h e  rich c o u n t ~ . i e s  of t 5 e  \'lest t o  t h c  

Third N"rld. Althougli seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europeans had neithel- the  

concepts  nor t!le models of the  l a te  t\iyentjetli century.  they were a n ~ p l y  a w a r e  of 

most of the  changes ive nov.7 call protoind~~strialization. 

>.?ore rec-ently. deinc1~:strialization has  caught  our historical fancy. Located in 

regions (such as t h e  automobile-dependent h.!ichigan in ivhich 1 a.1-ite) tbreaten&d with 

t!le loss of their  industrial bases, we become sensit ive t o  anot!ier recurrent  f e a t w e  o f  

E u r o p e a n  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n :  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  a o n c e - t h r i v i n g  industrial complex as 
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e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  capi ta l ,  production and, eventually, labor move elsewhere. 

Th'ere is, it7c learn.  nothing recen t  about the  phenomenon. The rise of new industrial 

cen te r s  has  always threatened their older compet i tors ,  ,an:? ]!as somet imes done them 

in. .Protoindustrialization i t s e l f  occurrec! a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of h igher -p r iced  u r b a n  

i n d u s t r y .  Yh'ole r e g i o n s  of I t a l y  and Germany lost their  advantages as the  poor 

villagers of Lancashire and Flanders took t o  .producing low-cos t c o t  t o n  f a b r i c s  f o r  

subsistence -wages. The Italian, German! English and Flemish n-or!rers who ]>ore the  

cost  of these shifts  lacked our sophist icated terminology and theories, l ~ u t  knew very . 

1.vell t h a t  major changes were  !lappening to  thei r  lives. 

I - a m  not  satisfied with the  s t a t e m e n t s  on protoillclustrialization and dcindus- 

tr ial ization this paper mages. They range from t h e  obvious t o  the  dubious, vAth too 

n l i t t l e  in between. PTeverthe!ess: i t  seems useful t o  s e t  c1o:vn a r e ~ i n d e r  of things !ve 
, . 

know, and things we need to  know. T o  render t h e  paper n hit more useful, I have 

paddecl a thin s t a t e m e n t  with .a thick bihliograpliy. > .z  

Protoindustrialization 

. T h a n k s  t o  t h e  . r e c e n t  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c .  and d e m o g r a p h i c  history, 

s tudents  of European industri?.lization a r c  a t  last  becoming aware  of of th ree  basic 

f a c t s  about the  development of incl~~str ia l  capital ism. First: there  is the  ~.~:idesprear! 

expansion of inc!ustrial procluction in villages and spa11 tov:ns. long b e  fo r  c p o ~ v e r -  

d r i v e n  f a c t o r i e s  played a significant pa r t  in manufacturing -- protoinrlustrialization. 

Then, the re  is the  considerable p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  villa::e anc! smal l - town 

popula t ion '  b e f o r e  t h e  m a s s i v e  population redistribution of the nineteenth century. 

Finally, the re  is the  interdependence between t1:c expansion of industrial production 

and the  proletarianization. 

Although Europeans of the seventeenth  and eighteenth centur ies  ?lad no rc!iable 

explanations of these changes! t5cy cer ta inly  had an  idea t h a t  s o m e  such  c h a n g e s  

were  happening. As of 1488, Gregory King es t imated t!lat ' o f  the  .I ./! million families 



i n  E n g l a n d ,  351.900 -.irere "labouring peonle and  outservants" and another a400,00@ 

"co t taee t s  and paupers"  ( K i n g  1.?30/16?0: 31) .  A s  of 1 7 6 0 ,  J o s e p h  hlass ie  c.as 

counting a to ta l  of .1.5 million fa:?iilies in Fnzland and Wales: o'f them,  according t o  

Massic, 100,000 were  rural  prociucers of 1-vool., silk, and o ther  f a b r i c s ,  and a n o t h e r  

100,000 were  prod.ucers of "Vlood, Iron. e tc ."  in the  countryside; h.fassie also counter! 

200,000 fanlilies of llust:anr!rr?en and 200,000 families of rural l a l ~ c r e r s  (?\.!athias 1957: 

42-43). If so, roughly 40 percent  of the  dnt-irc population dcpenderl mainly .on wages, 

and a t  leas t  13 percent  drew their  wages f r o n  r ~ a n ~ ~ f a . c t u r i , n g .  

S y  1 8 0 3 ,  P a t r i c k  Colquhoun thoug5t tliat thc  2.2 rnillion families of England 

and Il'ales included 340,000 ~ h o  v:ere l a b o ~ e r s  in hushan(1ry: 260,000 pauper laborcrs. 

and another 4?0,000 art isans.  handicraft  workers, mechanics. laborers in nanufac tu rcs ,  

building, mines. canals: e tc . ,  most of Ivhorn were  l a ~ d l c s s  wage- \vor l<ers  -- n o t  t o  

mention another 222.000 inrlividuals Colqtdloun called "vagrants" (Colquhoun 1806: 23). 

According t o  any of these informed guesses. close t o  ha l f  of a11 families in England 

and Wales lived chiefly f rom the  sa le  of their  labor potZ:er, anc! a sizeahle minority 

\vorl:erl mainly in manufacturing.  Since no more  t h a n  750 .000  of t h e  2.2 mil l ion  

families lived in tolvns o f  2:000 or more. a g rea t  rr-any of these  proletarians clearly 

eked out their  lives in the  countrysitle. 

Pnglancl and 7m'.ralcs were neither precocious nor uniq~le.  Tn t h e  Dutc!~ region of 

T\vente, well bnotvn tl:ro~!gh Slicher van Cath's ca re fu l  s t u ~ ~ i e s .  25.2 p e r c e n t  of t h e  

population o f  1502 were  employetl outside of n g r i c ~ ~ l t ~ ~ r e ;  hy 17?5. the  figure mas 47.9 

percent  (Faller e t  al. 1765: 82). Knrlhcinz Claschkc's cornprc!~ensive e n u ~ ; e r a t i o n  of 

t h e  ICingdom of Saxony for the  three centur ics  a f t e r  1.550 displays a great  progrcssion 

o f  t h e  "gardcners ancl co t t a r s"  r h o  st~pplied t h e  bulk of the  region's texti le workers. 

Thp, p e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Saxony ' s  r u r a l  pop l l l a t ion  fo l lou~er?  th i s  p a t t e r n  



peasants  

gardeners,  co t  t a r s  

village labor 1 8 . 5  1 2 . 7  8 . -2 
/ 

n o l ~ l e  landlorc!~ 0 . 8  0.8 0 .5  - - - 

to ta l  9 1  .? 100.0 100.0  

In the  case  o f .  Saxony, the  abso!ute number of pea.sant l~o:~seho!ds remained relatively 

constailt over the  th ree  centuries;  established places  on the .  land were  f e w .  Rut t h e  

absolute numller of rural proletarians grew enormously. w i t l ~ .  the  result that  peasants 

diminished radically as  a share  of the  t o t a l  population. 

Saxony's creat ion of a rural  industrial labor force hati many parallels e!se:vhcre. 

In 1774, t h e  percent  distribution of t h e  labor force  in Easel's rural  hinterland went as  

peasants 1 7 . 6  :.: . 

p e t t y  t rades  27.3  

handicraf ts  . - 2Q. 1 

shop riorkers 

to ta l  

82L4 percent  of the  [vorkers in this e ighteenth-cent l~ry " r ~ ~ r n l "  area:  t h a t  is. cal-nerl 

thei r  n7;?ges outsirle of a g r i c i ~ l t u r e .  A s i m i l a r .  i n v e s t m e n t  in r u r a l  i n d ~ ~ s t ~ : v  had  

occurred - in Zuric11's uplznds (Eraun 1960). 

T,et us t zke  one last  case  from Bavaria. In a s e t  of villages around Pacllau, 

'the distribution o f .  the  labor force  changed only ! i lcdrate l j r  be'tir.een 1675 and . I  800 



peasants 22 2 7. 2 1 2 5 

ind epentlknt day--laborers , 10 1 2, !. 3 1 7  

non-ngricul tutal  trarles ancl c ra f t s  -- 3 2 - 2 S 30 . . .  .- . 3 2 - 
to ta l  - 1.00 100 100 ! 00 

.In tlte Dacllau region, the  la.ter .eighteenth century brought a decline' in t h e  proportion 

of dependent workers v.-s.!io laclted t h e i r  own l e g a l  r e s i d e n c e s  in  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  a 

significant increase in the  number 'of  independent day-laborers, and.  a modest rise in 

the  proportion of peasant households. 

As t i m e  w e n t  on ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  G e r h a r d  H a n k e ,  tlle cra'ft 'ivorkers of Old 

Eavaria became a "semi-peasant" class; the  population "re-rura l i  zed" .  A t  a l l  f o u r  

p o i n t s  in  t i m e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  m o r e  t h a n  half the  labor force consisted of people 

employed mainly outside of sg r icu l t l~ re .  Elseti-here in southern Xavaria. rura l  industry 

r e m a i n e d  t h e  chief ac t iv i ty  !-!ell into the  nineteenth  century;  genuine "ruralization" 

c a m e  quite recent ly  (Fried 1975). Yet ,  Jianlie points ou t ,  l~ is tor ians  of Eavaria long 

described t!ie region as if i t  had been an essentially peasant econony .  Tho  "grounds 

on which prcvious research drev: a picture of a peasant 01.1 Eavnl-ia" (as Manice t i t les  

o n e  s e c t i o n  of his stutly) included Loth t h c  ninetcenth-century prcdo~ninancc of the  

peasan t ry  a ~ c l  t h e  t enr iency  of t h e  poor  and  t h e  u n o f f i c i a l l y  s c t t l c t l  t o  e l u d e  

seventeenth- and eiChteentn-century d o c i ~ m e n t s  (I-Ianke 1967: 221). A priori reasoning 

-- supposing tha t  if peasants  predon~inated in the  nineteenth  century tiicy n ~ u s t  have 

pretlominated even more in e'vlicr centuries - made i t  cnsier to  accep t  thc  myth. 

T l ~ e  myth has  crur?:bled. Cy now a generation's  rcsearcll h a s  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  

t h a t  important pa r t s  of t h e  eighteenth-century European countryside t c e i ~ c c l  with non- 

peasants and hurnmcd x i t h  rnnnufactu~.iny,. !'i'e a r e  gradiially c o m i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e .  

f u r t h e r m o r e ,  tlla t " c o t t a g e  inrlustry" was not s i~np ly  a pale anticipation of "real" 



industry, and not simply a casual ,supplement to ag:.iculture: hu t  a ~ ~ o w e r f u l  system 

with i t s  onrn logic. As fi'iilv~ard and Saul sum i t  up: 
J 

P a r a c l o ~ i c a l l y ~  in  s p i t e  of t h e  v e r y  f e w  successes ~vllich government 

policies of industrialisation ac:licved and t h e  not iceable  d e c a y  of m a n y  

old-established in:!ustries: the  eighteenth century mas n period c?f ma~:kec! 

industrialisation. The ind.ustr.ialisation \*:as of a qu i te  d i f ferent  kind from 

t h a t  crllich most governments had sought to  es ta i~l ish .  I ts  most general  

a spec t  every\~:here tr:as the  par t - t ime employment  of t h e  r u r a l  l a b o u r  

fo rce  in manufacturing activit ies carried on in t!leir olvn homes . . . Tt 

i s  impossible no t  t o  be s t ruck by t h e  estraorrl inary growth of s p i n n i ~ g  

and lveaving in the  countrysirle of many European areas. In some a reas  

the  m a n u f a c t ~ ~ r e  of iron products, toys or  matches devc!oped in t h e  same 

v a y ,  hut  text i les ,  whether of linen, v:ool or  the  n e ~ r f a n g l e d  cot ton {yere 

the  typical rura l  p r o d u c t .  T h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  which 
, - 

ini t iated the  Inclustrial lievolution in Britain, were  heavily cor-.centrater1 

in these  1.urn1 texti!e incl~~ustr i res  and their  d eve1opn;ent on the  continent 

may therefore  b e  seen a s  tlie t rue  precursor of t h e  h d u s t r i a l  Revolr~tion 

the re  ra the r  than the  older 'rrtanufactures'. r .ut  se t t ing  on one side the  

. .  d e ~ e l o ~ l n e n t s  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i t s e l f  .an<! looking a t  the 

m a t t e r  simply f r o m  t h e  po in t  of v iew of e m p l o y m e n t  in  i n d u s t r i a l  

ac t iv i t ies  v:lletber ' t hose  industries -:)ere 'revolutionise(1' or  not i t  v:ould 

s t i l l  b e  t r u e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  i n d u s t r i a l  l a n d s c a p e s  . i n  l a t e  

e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E u r o p e ,  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  lack of c h j . ~ n e y s :  were the 

country .  a reas  aroun'd Lille, Rouen, Farcelona,  Zur ic l~:  Easel 'and Geneva 

(Milward. and Saul 1973: 93-94). 

h$ilmard and Saul unders ta te  the  extent  t o  -.hich rural  industry served as  a dominant 

a n d '  full-time en?ployrnent in Europe's zones of intense' p ro to in t lus t r ia l i za t ion .  k t  
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t l i e i r  m a i n  po in t  d e s e r v e s  e m p h a s i s :  t l ecause  tile n ineteenth  century forgot i t  so 

completely: Europe inclustrializecl significantly be fore  1500, and did so mainly-. through' 

t h e  employment of rliral labor. 

Thc dispersion oC industry, h o ~ v e v e r ~  did pot destroy the  orientation t o  cities. 

Eroadly spca!ting? eighteenth-century Europe orga.nized a s  a s e r i e s  of r e g i o n s ,  e a c h  

c o n t a i n i n g  a d o m i n a n t .  c i t y ,  a subordinate hierarchy of ci t ies,  a:nd an  agricultural 

l~iri terland f rom which the  c i t ies  drew t h e  major pa r t  of t!lcir subsistence. Some of 

t h o s e  c i t y - h i n t e r l a n d  s e t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  s y s t e m s :  innumerable  scat tered 

producer's; linked by p e t t y  merckants  and m a n ~ i f a c t u r e r s  t o  the  m a j o r  m a r k e t s  'and 

l a r g e  c a p i t a l i s t s  located in the  regional capitals .  The bul!; of t h e  inclustrial.labor 

force  located near  the  sources of re la t ive ly  c h e a p  food .  r a i s e d  s o l b e  o f  i t s  own 

subsistence: ancl ~vorked in agriculture some of t h e  time. From the  vielvpoint of the  

industrial  capital ist ,  therefore ,  the  price of labor ' c o u l d .  r e m a i n  belon: i t s  c o s t  o f  

reproduction. Higher-priced 'urban craf tsmen,  dependent on the  .market  for exp&nsive 
,.. 

food anc! organized t o  control  procluction and bargain for v:nges, lost out. Rut. city- 

based merchants  played a fundamental  pa r t  in c rea t inz  an6 s t~s ta ining the  system. 

If v:e moved olAr ima.ginations back t o  1750, b l a n k e d  o u t  o u r  -knowledge of 

t h i n g s  - t o  c o m e ,  a n d  projected the  fu tu re  of such a system,  me -v:ould. most !ikely 

predict  an  increasing division of labor between town and country but . a  4.ivision of 

labor in ivhich- c i t ies  housed Europe's rent iers ,  officials  and !a.rge capital ists  a s  they 

:specialized in marketing, a d ~ ~ i n i s t r a t i o n  ancl services , .  b u t  n o t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  Iq!e 

m i g h t  we l l  p r o j e c t  a c o u n t r y s i d e .  w i t h  a g r o w i n g  p r o l e t a r i a t  work ing  in b o t h  

a g r i c u l t u ~ e  an(! nanufactur ing.  Rural  s i t e s?  in t h a t  p r o j e c t i o n ,  wou1:l r e m a i n  the .  

ac t ive  s i t e s  of proletaria.njzation, vh i l e  those.v;ho controlled the  means  of production 

would concen t ra te  increasingly in cities. 

Capital  Concentration aid. i t s  Corre la tes  

T h a t  is n o t  mlrat happened. . Xany industrial  regions unc!erivent the  sequence 

. . 



. . 

describec! for  t h e  up lands  o f  ?.'.urich bv Rudolf Eraun (1 ?f,O, ! 965):  an eighteenth- 

century.  explosion of  textile production into the prcviously poor: sparsely sett!ecl and 

agricultural hill country? follo~:~ed by a nineteenth-century reflux to  .?ur.ich and nearby 
. . 

towns. After protoindustrialization: Ceindustrialization. In many rural areas! whether 

n:ain:y industrial or agricultural, the  nineteent!) centnry Srought an exocl~~s of wage- . 

vrorkers, and tlien of smallholders7 sharecroppers. and pet ty  tenants. The result mas 

to  leave behind the larger fa rmers , .  both olvners and lease!~olde~s. It was of ten t o  

~ a k c  the f a r 9  less dcpcnflent on hired labor. am1 more depen:!ent on family labor. 

than i t  had been for centuries (Friedmaon 1978). After  proletarianization: we might 

say, peasantization. The act ive s i tes  of proletarianization shi f tcd t o  the cities. 

The phrase "industrial revolution" gives a misleading account oi what changed. 

The account is misleading because i t  emphasizes teclinological changes ,  ant1 dralvs 

attention anyay from the :edeployrnent of capital. Nevertheless, the  dramatic u-ords 

sipnal that  so~nething drastic (lid happen in Europe during t l ~ c  n inc t een th  c e n t u r y .  

Vhat was i t ?  Here were the obvious features of that  njnetcenth-ccntr~ry reversal: 

1. a great concentration of c a p i t a l .  c o ~ b i n e d  ~ v i t h  a readiness of 
caj,italists to  shift their operations from one Incus t o  anotl-cr, depending 
on the c!lances for p:.ofit; 

2. an e f f o r t  by c a p i t a l i s t s  . to  take control o f  the  i ~ h o l e  productive . 
process: using cooptation, coercion, and reorganization to  unclel.mine the  
a l ~ i l i t y  of workers  t o  d e t e r m i n e  thc  a.l location of t h e  f a c t o r s  of 

including their own labor power; 

3 .  grouping of t h e  workers  in common locales. or? coordinated n:orl: 
scherlu!es: under continuo~ls survcil!ance and s ta~c la rd  r'iscipljnc, in order 
to increase the return from their labor: 

4. reliance on n!achines and. inanimate sources of po re7  t o  accomplish 
those ends. 

These measures? in their turn, lrad powerful copsequences: 

5. n;ovement of the loci of production to:vard concentrations of capital  
and/or sources of power; 

' 6 .  conve rgence  of t h e  labor f o r c e  on those loci of prod.uction and 
exployment;  



7 .  depa i tu rc  of proletarians from the  countryside: 

8. -xithc!ra.~l:al o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  l a b o r  f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  'v.-i.th t h c  
concomitant necessity of drav~ing the  full 1.ep?.oduction c o s t  of l a h o r t  
from non-agricultural employment;. 

$. de-inc1ust1-ialization of many previously industrial  areas .  

B e c a ~ l s e  c h a n g e s  of t h i s  s o r t  p r e v a i l e d  mhen Vv'esterne~s hcgan fol-mulating thci r  

theories of industrial capitalism: a number of h is tor ical  r ~ i s c o n c c p t i o n s  c r r p t  i n t o  

tllose theories. Three  of them in obscured t h e  historical  experience. The 

first  was the  idea  t h a t  ind~~s t r i a l i za t ion  cons i s ted  of t l le e x p a n s i o n  of d i sc ip l ined  

p r o d u c t i o n  in  l a rge ,  power-driven, machine-based, spatial ly-concentrated units. The 

second ivas the  notion tha t  t r u e  proletarians c:orl i~d,  under close surveillance in such 

units, an:! tha t  proletarianization therefore  occurred mainly in c i t ies  and. in factories.  

Tlie third embodied a false a priori a r g u m e n t ,  t h e  s a m e  o n e  G e r h a r d  .Fanke ' h a s  
p- 

c r i t i c i z e d  in  R a v a r i a n  h i s t o r i o g r a p h y :  if the  nineteen th-century countrysides,.. were  

essentially peasant a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  t h e n  of c o u r s e  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e s  of e a r l i e r  

centur ies  must have been even more  essentially peasant and ay,ricultural. The th ree  

misapprel?ensions made i t  e a s y  t o  f o r g e t  w h a t  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  h a d  s e e n  fo.r 

t h e m s e l v e s :  the  g rea t  protoin:lustrinlization of Europe's hinterlands! and the  innssive 

proletarianization of i t s  population before the  ~ i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  urban implosion. 

T h e  t h r e e  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  f i t  t o g e t h e r  n c a . t l y  i n  a l i n e a r  model  of 

industrial ization.  If 1.l:e th ink  of i n d u s t r i a l i z n t i o n  a s  a n  i r r e v e r s i b l e  t e c h n i c a l ,  

organizational, and cultural  l i l~erat ion from tradit ional  past: cumulative anc! ever-  

accelera t ing:  t h e n  i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t o  i m a g i n e  t h e  p a s t  a s  m o n o l i t h i c  and  s t a b l e :  

Tradit ional  Peasant  .Society. A tvhole ser ies  of re la ted misperceptions reinforce the  

basic image: t h e  supposed immobility of pre-industrial populations, the  particularism 
. . 

and irrat ionali ty of peasant l ife? the spread of ra t ional '  calculation with industrialism, 

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a " f l i g h t "  frorr! t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  as u r b a n  c ! ive rs ions  a n d  



opportunit ies appeared,  tile tleclne in social control  3s a .  consequence of urbanization 

and inr!ustrialization, the  shock and disorder produced by t h e  first  co 'n f ron ta t ion  o f  

r u r a l  m i g r a n t s  w i t h  t h e  c l e n ~ a n d s  of u r l ~ a n  l i f e  a n d  \vorl.: . . . in s h o r t ,  t h e  

commonsense sociology of t 5 e  xineteenth century.  -4s generalizations,  all these  ideas 

have shat tered on contact  with t?le research on European economic and  social history 

of t h e  last few decades. Yet  t h e  whole complex of ideas emerged a t  a t ime ~ v h e n  

c u r r e n t  t r en t l s  gave  i t  some plausibility: in the  l a t e r  nineteenth century,  mi,sration 

froin the  countrysi:!e t o  c i t ies  was speeding up, c i t ies  n r e w  c o m i n g  t o  m o n o p o l i z e  -- - 
I n d u s t r i a l  pror!uction. a n e w ,  mass ive .  d i s c i p l i n e d  h11t o f ten  angry factory-hased 

prole tar ia t  did seem t o  be forming. and so on down t h e  list.  The nineteenth-century - 
er ro rs  ivere t o  generalize a momentary condition, t o  extrapola te  i t s  changes  into a 

continuous onc-tlirectioncll process, t o  exaggerate  t h e  turbulence ,ulcI disortler of t h e  

~ n o h e n t  as  compared to  ? r e v i o ~ ~ s  moments: and t o  zdopt faulty notions of causes and 

e f f e c t s .  Those arc! serious eyrors, hut  common and unclerstanrlable o n e s .  ,.: 

S i m i l a r  e r r o r s  h a v e  o f t e n  a f f e c t e d  d i s c u s s i o r . ~  .of deindustrialization. The 

frequency of fieindustrialization is probal~ly an cven n o r e  d.ifficult historical f ac t  t o  

g r a s p  t!la'n t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of protoinc!;ustry a s  t h e  setting for the  groivt!l of the  

proletariat :  bccause of the  assumption tha t  industrialization is an  ir:-eversible process. 

If t h e  process normally inoves in only one direction: then i t s  r ev .e r sa l  is ahnormal, 
. . 

pathological. a faillwe. True,  the  purest liheral c?iscussion of industrialization makes 

rooni for a competi t ion in -which s o m e  regions mill make e f fo r t  and fail. But the  

chief cases  in point a r e  peripheral  a reas  brought in to  t!le sp l i e re  o f  zn e x p ' a ~ d i n g  

i n d u s t r i a l  power .  ~ ? c ? u r i c e  ~ 6 v ~ - ~ . e b o ~ e r  t r aces  the  nineteenth-cent t~ry deindustri- 

al ization ~ m d e r  European influence in India; t!le Viddle Fast .  anrl I , a t in  America.  then 

remarks  that  "In Europe, the  evil was not unknow!n, although i t  was  less extensive," 

ci t ing Sicily and southcrn Italy a s  prime exarnples ( ~ 6 v ~ - L e b o ~ e r  1?G4: IS!,). ITe then 



approves the  recornmenc!ation of a Belgian commission whic:~! in 1833,  countered the  

pleas of Flei~lis!: merchants .  for restr ict ions on t h e  export  of flax with the  a r g u ~ n e n t  

t h a t  Flanders should he  eager t o  sell i t s  raw mater ia ls  on the  international market.  

" T i e  c a s e  of Flanders," co l~ t inues  ~ 6 v y - ? - e b o ~ e r ,  

i s  of g e n e r a l  impor tance .  International competi t ion requires incessant 
atlaptation t o  new s t ructures .  . The balance among  veste ern, countries i s  
t h e  r e s u l t  of m u l t i p l e  e x c h a n g e s  which invo' lve t l ~ e  n:l?o!e range of 
n:anufactu:ed proclucts ,  w i t h  nGne h a v i n g  p r i o r i t y .  . X 4 a n c h c s t e r  
m a i n t a i n e d  . i t s  pos i t ion  in \.vestern m a r l r e t s  by  r e o r i e n t i n g  i t s  sales 
upstream: for finished. gooc!s, i t s  ind.ustrialists substi tuted spun goods, and 
t!len text i le  looms. One is hard 'put t o  s e e  vi-11y n e v  cat ions  could not 
improve thci r  level of living by specializing in primary industry. From 
t h a t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  c le indust r ia! izat ion .is d e s i r a b l e ,  on t h e  obvious 
condition tha t  t!.?e countrics in question ha.ve c ~ o p s  v:j;.;lich .can h e  used' by 
the  T1lest ( ~ , 6 v ~ - ~ . . e t ? o ~ e r  1964: 193). 

To be sure, deindustrialization is al~y ...:ays -easier t o  advocate  for o the r  ,ireas than .one's 

own. 

I t  is fascinating; nonetheless, ' t o ,  go through a collection ' o f  essays such as  the  

L6on/Crouzet/Gascon Industrialisation en  Europe- at< XIXe s i e c l e  (1 97 2 )  l o o k i n i  f o r  

i n s t a n c e s  of deindust r ia l iznt ion in . t h e  European experience. The instances are ,  in 

f a c t ,  abundant. Jordi  Kaclal shows us t h e  considerable. c l e c l i ~ e  of inc?ustrial ac t iv i ty  in 

sou t l~cas te rn  Spain during t!ie nineteenth century. J.R. I-Tarris sketches  the  collapse of 

skilled metal-vlorlcing and text i le  production in T2iver.pool's hinterland a s  the  port itself 

p r o s p e r e d  cluricg t h e  s a m e  c e n t u r y ,  Y v e s  L e q u i n  m a p s  o u t  t h e  expans ion  and. 

conti-action o f  scvera! forms of lnanufactur ing in  t h e  m o u n t a i n o u s  r e g i o n s  of t h e  

I s e r e ,  and  s o  on. 111 c a s e  a f t e r  case? we s e e  signs of a '  del ibera te  :novement of 

capi ta l  a:vay . f rom u n p r o f i t a b l e  ind.ustries,  fo l lower!  .inevitably by  a d e c l i n e  i n  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n d  o f t e n  c a p p e d  by t h e  near-disappearance of manufacturing a s  an 

economic base. . 

Yves Lequin's evidence has  a part icular in te res t ,  since i t  provides a fo re tas te  

o f  t h e  mate r ia l  p r e s e n t e d  i n  h i s  l a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  of Lyon 's  r e g i o n  . . a s  a \y;!?ole. 
. . 

Lequin's ouvriers de la i-6gion lyonnaise !1?77? is one of our most va l~ lah le  stimuli for 



r e f l e c t i o n  on deindustrialization; i t  demons t ra tes  the  strong orientation of industrial 

ac t iv i ty  throughout the  region's sca t t e red  villages anrl totvns t o  the  g rea t  merchant  

c i ty ,  the  repeated relocation of d i f ferent  divisions of the  texti le and metal-working 

industries within t h e  region, and t h e ,  u l t imate  concentra t ion of almost all inrlustrial 

a c t i v i t y  in Lyon,  i t s  immec , ia te  v i c i n i t y ,  'and a few other  important cities. I-Tis 

evidence makes a strong: 'if inc'.irect, case  for t h e  peop l ing  o f  L.yon's n i n e t e e n t h -  

century industry by norkcrs  mllo came,  not from agriculture: but from other  industrial 

c e n t e r s  -- especially the  deindustrializin& towns and villages of the  hinterland. Thus 

i t  por t rays  a d ramat ic  instance of c!einclustrialization a s  a re?istrihution of capital  and 

lahor within the  s a m e  regional system. 

Not all deindustrialization, however, .opera tes  a t  a regional scale, or occurs in 

t h e  course o f  the  ~ e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  s a m e  industry. A s  a. f irst  r o ~ ~ g h  taxonomy of 

t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  yve might divicle up t h e  n e t  movements of capi ta l  1.vhich produce 

deindustrialization in this w2.y: >.. 

J,OCAL T;lrITJ?I?? REGIO?? TPJTER REGIONBT, 
WITI-ITrJ 
IMDUSTRY competition' reorganization runzway shop 

EFTWEEN change in 
IE,!DUST.WES specialty.  re investment  flight 

T h e  n i n e t e e n t 5 - . c e n t l ~ r y  L y o n n a i s  1-!auld t h e n  q u a l i f y  n ~ a i n l y  a s  a c a s e  o f  

" r e o r g a n i z a t i o n " :  n e t  movements of capi ta l  within thc  same industries in the  same 

region, which deindustrialized important  p a r t s  of the  hinterlanc'.. h u t  n o t  t h e  w h o l e  

reg ion .  Clea.rly me w a n t  t o  distinguish tha t  case  from the  rllnairray s l~op,  or the  

simultane'ous coll;.~pse of inclus'try and industrial region. Froni the  perspective of an 

ind iv idua l  v i l l age  or villager, they m a y  look qui te  similar; from the  perspective of 

economic and social  history -- o r ?  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  n.ationa1 pol icy - -  t h e y  a re  

f r~ndamental ly  different.  The research .lrre undertalre shol~ld tell us ho:v and ~Chy. 



. T h e  . N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  F o u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  resea rch  program on social 

change and collective action.  in Europe ;vl~ich l ies behind tEis paper. I am grateful  t o  

Phil Soergel fo r  help with bibliography. 
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