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Historical Images of the City

History is-~so porous a subject, and writing history so various an endeaw.)r, that
almost a'r;y image anyone -- 'hist-orian or not -- has. ever held of'vcities apbears
somewhex;e‘ in an historical account. From Hérédogtls' splendid Athens to Mumford's
rotten Rome, evaluations cover'-thé possible range. ._,A conscientious survey of urban
images in history would amount to an inv.entory of all existing conceptions of. the
city. That inv.e‘ntory. would be c}iétrrn_ing but ﬁseiess,‘ like the reproductions of. antique
mail-order - catalogs which ‘appear o'n‘ gift-book counters toward the end of each year.
It vx;ould also he many- times as bulky. True, ohe can economize.by classifyir.l.g: the
city és a poinf in -épace as opposed to the 'ci.ty as the4settin-g of batfles and
-.pag‘eants,' tﬁe «city as a storehouse of civilization versus the city as a cesspool, the
-city as a m'arli.et or the city as an organization, and so on.n Even such.a
claésification ends up,."if faithfull.y pursued, an 'enumeratiqn of all the .]ogicai and
aesthétic principles one might em;;loy in s'ortiﬁg cities. - An idle ‘task, at best.

Instead -of fritiering away .eflfor,t on ta_xonor'ﬁy, let us .consider the dilemma
fa'éed by'.hist»'or'ians who w_rité-about cities: }.mw to portray the textures of individual_
>cit_ies,Aand ye.t to connect those .cities- firmiy to generzﬂ historical processes. The
dilemma confronts an urban historiaﬁ who wants to place his subject in the overall
stream éf social changé just .as surely as it challenges @he political or social historian
who wants to.‘follow broad processes of change through the lives of particular cities.
~How shall we fashion a séund analysis of the growth of large-.s._cale manufacturing
which permit.s us to capture ‘the differences in the experiences of people in, say,
.EnglanAd's 4Birmingham and Manchestex- dur_ing nineteenth-century indﬁstrialization?
" How shall .we carry out that .dual analysis without reducing to bare points.on a graph
those cities of tenements, alleys, canals, .\‘avorkers,'capitalists,‘ widbws, brawls, shouts,
and stenches?

The problem.  does not result simply from clashing levels of abstraction, from
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inconsistency between .the geﬁeral and the particular. Here is the difficulty: Cities
are, above all, places whose aﬁalysis requires a sense of spatial’ and physical
structure.:__-analyses of broad hi.storical processes rarely deal effectively with spatial
and physical -strllcitlr-e. Working out -the -implications of i)road historical processes for
sp-aitial and physical structure is nevel; easv. As a c,onseque-_ﬁcé, treatments . of urban
geograj)}_uy,seldbm ‘ar'ticu.la,te uselfully with vdiscussions of the development of national
lelecto'l.'al politics, or of the ggowth of new .jdeologies. 'Likewisé, .historic'al accounts
of revolution or of changes in family organization usually have only t.he weakest
implications for changes in the characters of cities as places. It is as if{the text
consisted of clusters of ~microdot's, each gluster ;onveying its.oxvn'inte;-nal message, .
‘iwut also éppeariﬁg, to form part of a‘.]arger.messag_e — while the magnif}.ring glass
used £o read the text has only two setfings, one for the microdots, the other for the
'wholeAarray, -and notﬁing in between.

Why trv to articulate the two? Why not treat the-histor'ical~d:evelopment of
particufar citiés, and the changes of ‘w'ho]e countries, as distinct problem‘s; each
re'quiring its‘own intellectual frame? Why _ﬁot wait for the occasional daring
syn_thesizér to join the two problems? Why not? Because urbavnl history itself will be
- the l‘é)ser. Without provisional 'synfhés,is,'urban historians run the risk either <;f
élrifting into.antiquarianism_ or of following‘strong but poorly formulat_éd' questions into
confusion.

If éna]ysts of large-scale change neglect urban form and ~reducg the cities they
examine to locations in abstract space, they will no.t only ignoré a crucial feature of
those cities, :but also misconstrue the. causal linké among the features the)} do
observe. Without an understanding of how peéple use different parts of a city, for
example, students of cities easily fall ix.xto thinking of migration as a solvent of social
ties and a producer of rootless individuals. That misconception, in its turn, leads

easily to the idea that massive in-migration produces crime and conflict. Once they
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see the segregation of many cities. into "urban villages" formed by migrants from the
.same origins who ar'é attached to each other ‘by the routines 6£ chain migration,
howev.et.-, students of cities begin to grasp the fact that large-séale migration_ actually
‘creétes solidarities and soF:ial ¢orntrols. Only by articulating the connections between
Along -'fl'ows of .migrants and A-the fin.e spatial organization of the c.ity do we acquire a
: broper'sense of migration's impact on th'é ci£y's social life.'. Similar relationships hold
for many ofher fe_atures of urban éxperienge-.__

"The' usual division of léb‘or in urban history makes more difficult that
_articulatidn ‘of. cities .as places with cities as.points' wi.thin largev social processes.
When, for instance, Leo. Schﬁore 4assembled4 papers representing the bestv current work
‘in the "new urban historv", the. papers divided as follows (Schnore 1975): _

Cities ‘as Places

: ‘Mgu-tyn J. Bowden, "Growth of the Central Districts in Large Cities"
Kenneth T. Jackson, "Urban Deconcentration in the Nineteenth Century"
Kathleen NeilsVConzen, "Patterns of Residence in Early Milwaukee"

Zane L. Miller, "U_rban'-Blaéks in the South, 1865-1920: The Richmond,

Savannah, New Orleans, Louisville and Birmingham Experience"
1

Cities as.Points in Large Social Processes

Allan . R. Pred, "Lal;ge—City. Iinterde.pehderice'“and the Pre-electronic Diffusion of
Innovations in the United - States" '

Gregory H. Singleton, "Fundamentalism and Urbhanization: ‘A Quantitative
~ Critique of Impressionistic Interpretations” :

Claudia Dale Goldin, "Urbanization and Slavery: The Issue of Compatibility”
Robert Higgs, "Urbanization and Inventiveness in the United States"

Joseph A. Swanson and Jeffrey G. .Willriamson, "Firm Location and Optimal City
‘Size in American History" ~ '

Cities as Places Wtihin Large Social Processes

NONE
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To be sure, the four articles in ‘the first category bear on social processes which

-crossed the .boundaries of any single city, and which depended on chan'ges in the
United States as a whole. But the analyses themselves .maker_those ~li_nks neither
explic?l; 1-1-01' problematic. |

The problem is not simpiy .a matter of tﬁe.s.cale at which particular analysts

feel comfortable working. When Jane Jacobs wrote her stimulating Death and Life of

Great Amelrican Cities, s'he sh_owed'>hers_elf‘ to be a éensitive observer of
ne.ighborhood*io-neighborhood variat‘ion in the texture lof social life. The. wholé book.
concerned the éffects of spatial patterns and huilt envirbnment on the quality of
soci;l interaction in different parts of cities. Yet"when the same author turned'.to

" her "Economy of Cities, the cities in question colllapsed to points on the graph.

; Implicitly, Jacob.s' distinctions among craft production, mass production, and
diversified production as successive stages‘l in .a city's manufa:.ctufing describe places
which have -- or can ilavé - substaptiélly different interpal structur"es_. More so than
mass production,_ diversified production ought to make possible the sort of variety and
cémple:&ity Jacobs values. Implicitly, theﬂn,; the distinctions among crgft, .mass, and
‘diversificd production lin'k~ the two books. Explicitly, neverthéless,- Jane Jacobs does
'not work out the consequences of successive fo;-ms' of i,ﬁ'dustry for the city as a
place.‘.{

One more example. Gary Nash's remarkabl'e-boo.k, The Urban Crucible,

~compares -the _'e%gh'teenth—cenvtury histories of Eoston, New Y(v)rk,'an‘d Phiiadelphia up
»t.hrough the American Revolution. A number of earlie.i- students' of the period-from
.the Seven Years War to the Revolution h_a\;e examined the geography of politics in
those.cities - delineating, for. example, the roles of activists from the South End and
the North End of Foston' during the Stamp Act crisis. Furthermore, a corﬁparison of
Allan Kulikoff's analysis of segregation by -wealth in pre-revolutionary Boston _with

Sam Bass Warner's observation of occupational mixing in eighteenth-century
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Phil;adelphia suggests the possibility of significant differences in the étyuctures of the
two cities: perhaps Boston's exceptional a;tiyism depended in part on thé mobilization
of people in class-homogeneous neighboéhoods. | Nash does.'not follow thhe, geographic -
lead. Instead, he treats each of the cities as the rep.ository of a somelwhat different
mixture of social classes resulting from its.. particular ecénorr‘liclz .pos.ition, then gives an
account of the various class alignments which »e-merged in the politics of the three
cities. The account is fresh ‘and illu',minating.ﬂ But it says‘m.)thing about the three
.ci,tl;es as places. | |

One might rea-son-ablly' co_mplaiﬁ that urban forn-x-» has little to do with. the
.problem Nash se_tAhimself. 'T'hat' is exactly fhe point: the current division of labor m
-urban history draws the line among problems at citft lim‘its: on one- side, problems to
which the study of~spatial organization is obviously relevant, or even cgucial; on the
other, problems in whlch it makes'eminent sense to treat individual cities as
elemeﬁtary points in space; ‘a'nd. practically no problems, recognized as such by the
" practitioners, which‘ straddle the line. As a result, urban history, for all its
occasional brilliance, rarely vcontributes much to our understanding of the interaction
between la;ge_social processes and the chang'ing form of cities..’

Drawing a Blank

Even - within ‘'the city blimits, studies of-social :processeé often ignore the city's
spatial structure.} Only one case this time:- S'te-phan Thernsti-om"s- masterful Other
'Bostonia.ms ‘traces the life histories of almost 8,000 of Boston's rlesidentls from 1880 to
1970. Ques.tions about so-cial mobility .and immobility domir;ate the book. 'Geographic
molbilli:_ty into and out of the city, furthermore, figures.both as a téchnical ‘problem
and as aﬁ important phenomenon. But the book pays no attentioﬁ to mobiliti from
one part of the city to aﬁother, or to (liff,ex'-ences in social mqbility among residents
~of different parts of the city. Not one of the eighty-one statistical tables treats the

city's spatial structure. The book contains nary a map of Boston. Discussions of the
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relationships -- mostly non-existent — between ‘the extent of a group's residential
segregation and its o.ccupa.tional achievement come closest to taking local gleography
into» ac.'count. Since the des-cripti'on of residential segregation involved is a single
index summed over all areas of the city, even that .one concession to spa;tial
organizétibn fans‘ far short of conveying the city's changing internal structure.

In Thernstrom's Bost.on,- people fall into ‘ethnic and occupatiqnai categories, but
(;therwise have no local existen_ce. In that Boston, questions about the locality
tr.ansn.'x.ute therhselvés into questions about the nation as a whole: in the ﬁnited Stétes
of the industrial age, how rhuch, aﬁd how, did opportunities for mobili;y vary from
time to time and group to group? Pursuit of those questions d;)e;s not obviouély
-requix_'e any attention to u_rban spatial organization. So long as thev object is to fill in
~the cells of a soéial-mobility table, one can treat the c.ity's map as a blank.

To some degf‘ee,u the connections that Thernstrom and other urban historians
make with major historical questioqs justif_y the drawing of the city as a blank.
Before Thernstrom ‘initiated. a series of social-mobility studies in one Ameri'can city
4af‘ter anothér,; few historians saw that treatments of individual cities. could aim beams
of light 01; opportunify and inequality in 'Américan life as a whole — therefore, by
refiection, on tix'e afipareht lack of class-_conscious militancy among American workers,
‘and én :thé common supposifion that. in the twentieth century an open society began
to clqée dowbn."Thernstrom deserves credit for an outstanding aécomplishmeﬂt.
“Nevertheless, his accomplishment contributes little to our 'sensé of Boston and other
cities as plaées with. complex internal geographies.

M_any éther'questions historians have brouéht to cities likewise encohrage them
to blank out’ the spatial pattern. That -is especially true of ql'nestions imported from
the social sciences: questions about demdgfaphic changes in in(l;nstrialization, questions
about class structure, questions about ofganizational life, et.cetera_. As social

scientists usuallv pursue those questions, locations matter little except as evidence
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about the social catégories to which people belong: living in a neighborhood high on’
the .hill marks a familv as elite, livi;xg-in a predominém.tly Greek‘neighborl"xood
_strengthens the .presumptio-_n. that a family of Greek extraction is "ethnic”, other
10ca£ioris provide information for the placemt-en_.t-'of other sorts of people. Locat.ion'
w'it_hiﬁ the city "dissolves into:position within an abstract soﬁial space. As a
conseéh_en;e,'urban h'istoriansfloék at place after place with(;ﬁt contribﬁ_ting to our
understanding of the oréanization of cities as; spaces. | |
Not all lu.rban historia‘ng who 'examiné large—scaﬂe social processes as they work
themiselvels 6u_t in particular citie$'therefore neglect spatial organization. In a fairly
direct reaction to ‘the ahstractness of socia!-r_ljlobility aﬁa]yses, for example, Theodore
‘Hershberg and hi§ fellpw re;searchers. of the Philadelphia Social History Project have
spent much of their bénergy pinpointing the_locat.i.ons in the nine‘teenth-century city
occupied by different sorts of people and activities. Attention to space has made it
possible for them to’investigate how transport c.hang.e,s,- shifts in the location pf jobs,
and grban growth affected the journey to work; that is only one example of the many
Apr.o'Bléms they have addressed. thn Cumbler has.organized his history of working-
'ciaés lifg and collective action in ninetee_nth—.ce‘ntury Lynn, Mass.achusett's, aroundvthe
reshaping of urban neighborhoods and home-work relationships WAi.th the de_cline. of
small-scale craft -productio.n and .the concentration of capital in large firms. In
ex'quisi'tely fine.detail,lOlivie'r'Zm}z has analyzed alterations in the texturg of
'Detroit's.neighborhoods - including changes irg the structure of racial, ethnic, andl
class.segfegation == with the growth of big indus'try after 1886. |
| Zunz's stud';-l deserves 'sbecial attention, for he l‘las-.deliberately undertaken to
make the study of spatial structure. and built environment relevant to large questions
of social history. For that purpose, he has taken his observations of land use;
buildiné type, ancl'-popul'ation down to t.he individuaﬂ' plot and structure. Zunz argues

(althougﬁ with many qualifications and considerable subtlety) that proces-ses relating
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people to their work dominate the shape of the city — for example, that in periods
. when. the urban labor force is growing lax;gely through the influx of long-distance
migrants via chain-migration -the'locél clusters created by. the migraftion dominate the
m'ap o_f"the' city. He argues, furthermore, that the scale of production strongly
affect.s the scale of s_egre_gation — where workplaces are"gene_rally very small, for .
" instance, segregation by class and common origin takes the ‘form of small clusters of_
~ similar houséholds. It follows that an observer who looks at changés at the level of
relﬁtively large geographic units such as w.a;ds ‘or' census tracts isllikely toA mi'stake
an increail'sg‘in the'iga_lg_ o_f segregation for the emergence of ségt_egation in a
'breviouslgr mixed 'cit&. In the case of Detroit, these two principles 'com'bine'd to
.produce a 't;undamental rearrangement of Detrdit's ground p]an around World War I
'Theﬁ-, Zunz tells us, fhe rapid expansion of automobile plants and other large
employers‘»coupled with the- migration of blacks and whites from the South to the
city, and rapidly created the class- and raég-segregatéd industx_-'i.al city we know
today. - Zunz's ‘anal.ysils. takes spatial structure seriously, without forgetting why we
.m‘igh't be interested in it as a clue to general social processes‘. Su.ch analyses are
ra;e. | | | |

Urban histori.ansAf'ace a real dilemma. Constrained by today's questions,
materials, and procledures, they do not ‘ea_'sily, or often, examine the relationship
,betwe.en ]argel historical proéésses and the .textures of individual cities. For the most
~part, they treat the two separately. They bring together.'histor_i-éal processes and city
textures mainly by broad allusions at the beginnings and ends of s,t.udies which remain
d.oggediy.-on one side of the line or‘t-he other. This despite'>Oscar Handlin;s tw-enty—
.'year;old challen.ge to his colleagues:
The distinctive feature of the great modern city is its ﬁnique .pattern- of
relations to the world within which it is situated. Large -enough to have a

character of its own, the modern city is yet inextricably linked to, dependent
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upon, the society outside i-t;A and 'gx.'owth in size has increased rather than

diminished the force of that depéndence. .Out of that relationship spring the

-central problems of urban history — those of the organization of space within

' the city, of the creation of order among its people, and of the adjustment to

" What

Oscar

its new conditions by the human personality.

It is, of course, perfectly possible to approach the history of these communities

in a purely descriptive fdashion —— to prepare useful accounts of municipalities,

‘markets and cultural centers on an’ empirical basis. But such efforts will

éertainly be more rewarding if they are related to iarg_e questions .of a
common and coinparative nature _l(i{andlin 1963: 3).

is mofei twé hundred.pages farther into the same book, Eric Lampard echoes .
Handli.n:

Although there are limits to wh'_ic'h. (sic) any one discipline could or should treat

urban developments in their entirety, it is time surely to frame .a broader

approach to urban history, one that elucidates concrete local situations in the

- same terms. that are used to treat more general transformations in society.

Individual cities, for example, can be treated as particular accomodations to a

many-sided societal process: urbanization . . . The scope of historical studies

should thus be broadened and more systematic effort made to relate the

configurations of individual communities to on-going changes that have been '

reshaping society (Lampard 1963: 233).

In the very same volume, ironically, the speculative and theoretical essays spring

gracefully from broad social changes to urban form and back, while the two sustained

discussions of a particular city -- studies of Philadelphia by Sam Bass Warner and

Anthony Garvan -- barely mention the interaction between national or international

processes and the reshaping of the cit);. Conclusion: bridging the gap is easier to

Tilly, URBAN HISTORY: 9




advocate than to accomplish.

Bridges Across the Gap

Nevertheless, determined students of cities have found a few standard ways to
cross the divide betivee_n large social changes and alterations within particular cities. .

We might call the three most prominent global reach, space-economy, and citv-as-

théatex‘.

Global vrea"ch consists of evoking a principle which pervades an entire society. or
civilization, then treating the .internal orgénizatjon of citie.s as a dnire<.:t egpression of
that'principle... Max Weber, Oswald Spengler, Heijri Pirenne, and Arnold Toimbee all

invented global-reach accounts of cities. None of them, however, provided as full a

-stla_itvemen_t as Lewis Mumford has. In The Cityv in History and many other writings,
‘bzi;lmford has worked out an analysis‘ of cities és- expressions qf tw.c/) principles, in
varying combinations.” The first principle: accumulation, symbholized by the Neolithic
agri'cﬁltural village. The second: conquest, symboiized' by the Paleolithic hunter.
VNe.ithér one in itseif, thinks Mumford, leaves much room for leisured, humane daily
'lif'e. " The initial synthé_sis -of the -two principles, however, produced the first cities -
smallA in scale.and heavily dependent on agricul‘ture, but nonetheless combining
'warrior—kingshif) with unprecedented accumulation of goéds. |

From then on, according to Mumford, the extent and balance of accumulation
and  conquest determined .the internal structure of cities. It also limitebd their
.viébili_ty. " In Europé, .he says, a relatively r-n‘odest and- ba]énced advance of fhe two
principles -cr,eated the harmonies of Medieval cities: waill, market, fortress, and
cathedr_al marked out a city inl“;hich even people of 'moderat'e circumstances could
live comfor'tahly'r. Hypertropﬁy of. conquest anAd control produced the ostentatious
Baroque citv, with its paiaces, .monuments, and parade grounds. Exaggeration of

accumulation and consumption produced the gritty Industrial city, with its tenement,

‘gridwork streets, and smolkestacks.. Pushed beyond all. bounds by the masters of the

Tilly, URBAN HISTORY: 10



later industrial city, incessant éonquest and (especiallv) accumulation destrby any
possibility of hux'nane' existencé, indeeil'any semblance of an urban community. The
city destroys;» itself. We live in the image of Rome:
From the standpoinf of both politics and urbanism, Rome remains .Aa significant
_ lessoh_ of :\;u.'hat to a.voia: its history presents a series of clas;ic' dangers signals
to warn one when life is mbvipé in the wrong direétic;n. | Wherever \vcrowdsl ‘
.gather in suffocating numbers, ,whe_xje-ver rents rise steeply and ‘housing
_cond:itions‘ .de}er'iora'te, wherever a one-sided ex;l).loitation of distant territoriels
removes the pressure té aéhi_gve bal-énce and harmony nearer at hand, there the
précedents of Roman building almost auéoma£~i<;allgr fevive;‘ as they have come’
back today: ‘the arena, the tall tenement, the mass coﬁtests and exhibitions, -
the football matches, the international beauty contests, the strip-tee_lse. made
‘ubit.quitous' by -:adver,tisement, the c.onstantl titillation of the senses by sex,
liquor, andfviolencg -- all in true Roman style. = So, too, the tﬁultiplication of
bathréoms ané] the over-expenditure on broadly paved métor roads, and above "
all, the massive collective concentration on glib ephemeralities of all kind‘s',l
ﬁer{ormed with supremé technical audacity; Thesg 'are symptoms of the end;
m'agn'ifications of demoralized.poxver, minifications o.f iife. When these §igns A
multiply, Necropblis is near, though not a s._tone has vet crumbled.' For the
barbarian -has already captured the cbity from. within. Comé, hangr'na'n! -'("Jome,
vglture! (Mumford 1961: 242')-.‘
-Although .Munﬂf‘c;;rd's analysis is contestable in many \lvays and incomplete in many
others; it has the virtue of .cr_eat.ing a direct link between large social changes and
the spatial organization of cities: The changingrpriorities of dominant classes produce
decisions which dominate the locations‘and distributions of activities, populations, and
‘structures within the city. That argument matters to Mumford because it suggests

the possibility of changing the texture of cities by altering priorities. It matters to
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us because it indicates one escape from the historian's dilemma. Global reach makes
the same principles that inform social life in general reshape the internal structure of

cities.

S‘pace-ecdnomy builds a very di}f'fe'rent bridge. As. Eric Lampard's ever-skeptical
but always-hopeful ess_éys have established over the vears, eco;abmic hi'storians keep
alive' the idea that the logic of costs (and, to a iesser extent, of benéfits) -dictates a
distinctive spatigl pattern for each system of production and distribution. That
spatiél pattern stretches seamlessly from the scale of a neighborhood to .the scale of
a continent. Richard Meier, for example, has skétched a "communications theory" of
urban growth, in which transaction costns under varying technologies affect the
-relative feasibility of conveying goods, services, and >variobus sorts of information over
'long'distances or. short, and thus_shape nei-ghbo.rhoods and continents at the same
time. Allan Pred treats '-'biased information . fields" as- determining the relative
édvanta_ges of. different locations for tHe pursuit of major activities, and as thereby
" constraining fhe whcﬂé pattern Ao.f urban growth. WAh.‘il.e making less of the foxjmal
-stfucture of space-economy, Yves I{equin. ‘has analyzed nineteenth-century .Ly'on and its
‘hinterland as é single interdependent site of industrial production. And G. William
Skinner has._ éxtended a classic treatment .of space—eéonomy -- the ec_onomic
.geographers{ model of nested urban 'hierax‘fchies -built. up from the harkets for
different cbrﬁmoditieé -- into a portrayal of the ‘entire Chinese urban system.

- In addition to his imaginative leap ufromi an ahstract market regic_m. to a
.concrete Chinese subcontinent. and the indefatigable assembly of evidence on Chingse.
regions, Skinner haé added tb,the'int_erest, of the classic model by conceiving.' of._a
China. charact_erized by not one but two urban systems: a bottom-up hierarchy created
by the unsteady filling in of markets with the growth of production of trade; a top-
down hierarchy created self—con's'ci-ous‘ly bv imperial agents intent on conquest and

control. The parallels to Mumford's principles of accumulation and control are
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engaging. Bgt' even more engagi-ng is Skirmer's~pf0posal that the relative position of
any cor'nmunity within the two hierarchies det'erm‘in.e.s its internal structure -- with a
location that stands "higher" with respect to the market hierarchy.than with respect
to impg—:fial control -tending to gi;re priority of power and space to merchants and
"marketing rather than to administx.-ators_and ‘administration. (The proposal avoids"
tautology because Skinner's model specifii.es the expected sizes and geographic
~ positions of places at diflferen't le\;e-ls of the two hierar;':hies.) Clearly, these model.s
.of spe.xce-econoniy proﬁde the means, at leést in principle, of bridging the gap
between urbz_'m‘spa.tial structure and largé-scale‘social processes.

. The thix-d ;vay across 'is very -different. It is to conceive of the city as .a.
.theater fér the human draﬁa; The main problems and 'developments of the. drama
are very generai; but they work themselves out in a particular s.ett_ing,.'and in
response to its particularities. Richard Trexler, for. exarhple, has shown us the great
families of Flo;en‘c’e living out the rivalry among pétron-client networks that informed
the‘ lives. of ‘Italy'é Renaissance ,cities; Trexler portrays the public display of wealth
anld following in the great civic processioné as a‘. context in_which the failure to
covmr'nand defer.encé and .envy not only cos-t a family. self-esteem, but also decreased
“its influence in the cit'y's subsequent affairé. In -thé ..process, he treats the
importénce'of family palaces and public squares as settings for the ritﬁéxlized cc;mbat
among clienteles. - Thus the orgéni'zétion and use of urban spac.e ‘become part of the
struggle f.or power, |

. Similarly, John Brewer has used the popular movem.ents 'and electoral struggles
of the eighteenth-century London area t_é examine the emergence' of articulated
demands for popular’ sovereignty in Britain and its American colonies. More than a
"case study", the analysis of London's struggles reveals the dévelopmen,t of an
ideology, "a vocabulary, and a rep_ertoire of action that Qould eventually becc->me

‘"dominant in the English—speakiﬁg world. Brewer's analyvsis is an imperfect example of
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the city-as—tﬁeater,, for it slights tl;e.day-to-day use of the city's space: the ways
that filé after file of protesters marched through the Strand on the way to petition
the king at St. James or Parliament at Westminster, the incorporation of Southwark's
King's Bench Prison (site of John Wilkes' imprisonment in .]768) jnto the Sacred Way -
~of Wilkitel pfocessions."tht.e use of local colffeehouses.as rallying-places for di‘fferent
trades and their interests, the significance of . Mansion Housev ar-1d Guildhall as points
of reference fér civic and corporéte power. Yet Brewer's portrayal‘of the’ tﬁrbulent
_ gatherings on -the"h:ustings during the contested elections of the’»i l~atér eighteenth
Acentury opens the way t§ émv in_.te'gration- of large political processes, extending far
beyond ‘London, with the- uses of the cit‘y's ter-ritory as a étage for tfle working out of
-those processes.' | |

~What Rime Has This Space?

Global reach, épace—ecopomy, and city-as-theater mitigate the urban historian's
dilemma, but they do not resolve it co_.xh'pletvely. Global-reach accounts beg the
question of the mecl;ani‘srris'transiating very large social processes into the forms of
cities. S_pace—economy accounts'sdy little about the relations'of dominance, -
sub_ordinat‘ion, solidafity, and conflict that ‘inform ar;y‘city's social structure.
Presenting the city as theater almos_t\'inevita_bly_takes the st_age.setting for  granted,
_instead of éxplglining hovs; it_chapges. Of course, any. theory which purports to
explain e'very.thing. probably‘ explains nothing.. Nevertheless, we might hope for a more
. comprehensive analysis’ of thé connections between urban spatiél structure and large
social procesées thanA any of the three. approaches now .};ermits. |

At the moment, the problem does not r_esult mainly from our ignorance ahout
cities as such. It lies in the relative weakness of available accounts of the large
social processes impinging on ‘cities. An unduly technological account of
industrialization has hidden the role of the a.ccumul.ation and concentrati;)n of capital

_in . the shaping' of western cities. An excessively optimistic account of statemaking
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has disguised the importance of cqercion, extr_acfion, and surveillance in'crgating the
pétrolled metropolis we know today. The conjunction of capitalism and'statemaking
created the contemporary western city, with its extraordinary ;:oncatenation of large
\-vork.pl_aces,: residential segregation by.class, high-prvi'ced- central locations, m-assive
gdvernmgntal intervéntion to assure the .profitab]e use of those central locations, huge
but A'shaky_ systemé of transportation, and politic.al.struggle dver the collection an'(lb
allocation of municipal revenues. Conceptioné of glbbal reach, spa.ce-gcono'my, and
city-as-theater can each contribute to éﬁr uﬁderstanding of the ways in which
capita’l‘isn‘1 and st:atemaking performed these Adult)ious wonders. But it will take
" renewed conceptiohs of capitalism and statemaking themselves to surmount the 'urban
-his'torian"s_ dilemma. With those renewed conceptions, urban historians will begin to
uncie.:rst&nAd the western city as the arena in which c#pitalist power and state power
n(;t oniy set the main themes of the d.ramé, but also rearrange the very stage on-

which its players act.
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