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. F i v e  Provinces  - in 1698 
. . 

In.. 1.697 o r  1 6 9 5 ,  a l m o s t '  e v e r )  F r e n c h  i n t e n d a n t  set d e p u t i e s  and  c l i en t s  in 

mot ion  t o  help p r e p a r e  a memoi r  fo r  t h e  king and h is  he i r  appa ren t .  T h e  memoi r s  

f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  d u c  d e  Bourgogne,  as t h e y  a r e  known, provide a superb  
. . 

. . 
,basel ine fo r  t h e  s t u d y  o f -  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e ' e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Mov ing '  

. . 

forward  f r o m  t h e s e  ' r epo r t s  f o r .  nine o r  t e n  decades ,  w e  c a n  w a t c h  t h e  whole process  

b y  w h i c h  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  

t r a n s f o r m e d  F r a n c e .  We c a n  obs 'e rve  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  a potent ia l ly  revolut ionary 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  m o n a r c h y .  Le ' t  u s  f o l l o w  t h o s e  c h a n g e s  i n  f i v e  c o n t r a s t i n g  
. . 

p r o v i n c e s :  A n j o u ,  B u r g u n d y ,  F l a n d e r s ,  t h e  I l e  d e  F r a n c e ,  a n d  L a b g u e d o c .  The  

compar ison  will no t  t e l l  u s  prec ise ly  why a revolu t ion  began  in F r a n c e  in 1789,  b u t  i t  

\ i i l l  c l a r i f y  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  v e i y  l a rge  s t r u c t u r a l  t r ans fo rma t ions  and t h e  
. . 

.. . consolidat ion of r e s i s t ance  to royal  demands .  

M i r o m e s n i l ,  i n t e n d a n t  o f  tEe .Gene ra l i t y  of  Tours,  had t o  r epor t  on  i t s  t h r e e  

subdivisions: Toura ine ,  M a i n e ,  a n d  ' A n j o u .  O f  A n j o u ,  h e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i t s  t r a d e  

"consists  of  supplies  people  g a t h e r  in f h e  cobn t rys ide ,  of  c a t t l e  (of which t h e  whole 

province  provides  a l a rge  number  t o  a d j a c e n t  provinces)  and  of a f e w  i t e m s  p e o p l e  

m a k e  h e r e "  (A.N.  H I  ' 1 5 8 8  1 2 ) .  M i r o m e s n i l  s a w  t h e  t r a d e  o f  Angers  -- mainly 

t e x t i l e s  -- in a w a r m e r  light.  ~ n ~ e r s '  woolkri indus t ry  linked t h e  c i t y  wi th  i t s  sheep-  

ra i s ing  h in ter land .  
. . 

C i t y  and ' coun t ry  had o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  bonds  in  Anjou. Product ion  and  s a l e  of 

"white  wines in g r e a t  abundance"  connec ted  Saumur  and  o t h e r  Loi re  Valley c i t i e s  t o  

nearby  vineyards.  S tock-fa t ten ing  t i ed  c a t t l e - m a r k e t  t o y n s  such  a s  Beauprgau both  t o  

t h e  f a r m s '  o f  t h e  ~ o c a ~ e ' a n d  t o  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  o u t s i d e  A n j o u .  ~ o ' t t a ~ e  l i n e n  

product ion ,  f inal ly,  a t t a c h e d  s m a l l  c o m m e r c i a l  t o w n s  such  a s  Cho le t  o r  Cha teaugon t i e r  

at o n c e  t o  d a i l y  f a r m  l i f e  and  t o  t h e  ~ t l a n t i c  t r a d e  o f  L a  , Rochel le ,  Nantes ,  and  St .  

Malo. Smal l  mines  o f  c o a l  and  i ion d o t t e d  t h e  landscape .  Never the less ,  t h e  Anjou 



of 1698 turned  in on  i t se l f  m e r e  than  did Languedoc,  Burgundy; t h e  Ile d e  F rance ,  o r  

Flanders .  

From. a pol i t ica l  poin t  of  view, likewise, Anjou m.as less  impress ive  t h a n .  mos t  

o t h e r  provinces: -no  Esta ' tes ,  no  Pa r l emen t , .  re la t ive ly  f e w  g'reat nobles-  t o  p r o t e c t  o r  

explo i t  t h e  province.  E x c e p t  . for  t h e  deplorable  weakness  of  ' t a x a b l e  t r a d e ,  Anjou was  
. . 

.a s t a t emaker ' s  . idea l ,  ;doc i le  province.  

F e r r a n t ,  i n t e n d a n t  of  B u r g u n d y ,  por t rayed  h is  reg ion  as m o r e  open than  Anjou. 

The  Duke o f .  ~ u r ~ u n d ~ ,  t h e  P r i n c e  o f ,  C o n d e ,  a n d  t h e i r  c l i en t ' s  g a v e  t h e  p r o v i n c e  

s t rong  t i e s  to t h e  roya l  cou r t .  ~ c t i v e  -Es t a t e s ,  a m o d e r a t e l y  . independent  ~ a r l e m e n t ,  

and  munic ipa l i t ies  wi th  ves t iges  of au tonomy g a v e  Burgundy,  in t heo ry ,  t h e  m e a n s  of  

mount ing  r e s p e c t f u l  opposi t ion t o  t h e  c iown.  

T h e  province ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  h a d  s o m e  c o m m e r c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  "This  b e a u t i f u l  

province," rhapsodized F e r r a n t ,  
E 

produces  p l en ty  of every th ing  essential :  gra'in, wine,  fodder .  T h e r e  a r e  fo re s t s ,  
t r e e  f a r m s ,  mines,  and  iron forges.  The  soil f o r  grain-growing i s  no t  t h e  s a m e  
qua l i t y  in a l l  of  Burgundy. T h e  d i s t r i c t s  (bai l l iages)  of Chalons,  Beaune ,  Dijon, 
Auxonne, S t .  Jean-de-Lsne  and Verdun, a n d  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  a l l  t h e  l o w l a n d s  
d o w n  t o  t h e  S a o n e ,  c o n s i s t  o f  g o o d  w h e a t  land ,  where  i t  usually isn't  even  
necessary  t o  u s e  f e r t i l i ze r .  ~ o s t  of t h e  land c a n  e v e n  g r o w  whea t ,  bar ley ,  and  
o a t s  in a l t e rna t ion .  T h e r e  &e a l so  tu'rnips, which a r e  only in t h e  ground fou r  
o r  f ive  mon ths  b e f o r e  being ha rves t ed ,  t hus  leaving  t h e  e a r t h  f r e e  for  seeding  
in grain.  The  land c a n  t h e r e f o r e  produce  t h r e e  h a r v e s t s  in t w o  years .  

The  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  -- Autun, .Auxois ,  Brionnais, ~h"ai1lon-sur-Seine -- a r e  ca l l ed  
mounta in  a r e a s .  Even t h e  Maconnais and  p a r t  of  t h e  Charola is  have  only l ight  
soil,  and  p roduce  l i t t l e  b u t  rye ,  a lbe i t  in g r e a t  quan t i t y .  

B u r g u n d y  a l s o  p r o d u c e s  p l e n t y  o f  - h i g h - q u a l i t y  w i n e .  S o m e  of i t  goes  fo r  
expor t :  wine f r o m  Beaune  g o e s  by road t o  t h e  region  of Li'ege, t o  Germany,  t o  
F landers ,  a n d  e v e n  t o  England (A.N. HI 1588 16). 

Like Anjou, t hen ,  Burgundy r ema ined  o v e r w $ e l m i n g l y  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n .  T h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  was  t h a t  Burgundy had a heavier  i nvo lvemen t  in i n t e rna t iona l  marke t s ,  and 

devo ted  much of  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  just t w o  valuable c a s h  crops:  whea t  and  wine. 

F l a n d e r s  l o o k e d  .d i f f e ren t .  The  ' "Flanders" of  1698  cons is ted  mainly ' o f  lands 

which Louis XIV had r e c e n t l y  se i zed  f r o m  t h e  Spanish; s o m e  of t h e  t e r r i t o ry ,  in f a c t ,  



I , ' .  . '. - -  ' 

la ter  r.eturned t b  t h e .  Low Cou~n tr ies .  Three  d i f f e r e n t  i n t endan t s '  -- t hose  of Mar i t ime  

1 (or F lemish)  F landers ,  Walloon Flanders ,  and  Hainaut  -- divided t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  and  t h e  

1 t a s k  o f  r e p o r t i n g  o n  i t .  Y p r e s ,  L i l l e ,  a n d  Mons  s e r v e d  as c a p i t a l s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

I gene ra l i t i e s .  Armies  had been  warr ing  back  and  f o r t h  a c r o s s  t h e  w h o l e  r e g i o n  f o r  

d e c a d e s ,  and  d ip loma t s  w e r e  then  p lo t t ing  ways  t o  ga in ,  o r  rega in ,  p e r m a n e n t  c o n t r o l  

'1 of i t s  r i ch  resources .  

1 Many of F landers '  people  spoke  Flemish,  and s o m e  spoke  Spanish as well. They 

drank b e e r  and  suppor t ed  t h e  c a t h o l i c  Church  fa i thfu l ly .  These  t r a i t s  s e p a r a t e d  t h e m  

f r o m  much of  F rance .  Y e t  t hey  d i f f e red  mos t  f r o m  t h e  people  of o t h e r  provinces  in  

1 being  a c t i v e  and  successfu l  in t rade .  

. I  . . L i l l e  a c t e d  as c e n t e r p i e c e  t o  a l l .  t h i s  ' ac t iv i ty .  "The . .city o f .  Lille," observed  

i n t e n d a n t  Dugud d e  ~ a ~ n o i s ,  

is t h e  o n e  t h a t  keeps  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  in motion.  I t  i s ,  s o  t o  speak ,  t h e  soul  of  
t h e  whole region's t r a d e ,  Since t h e  wea l th  of i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  p e r m i t s  t h e m  t o  
s t a r t  b i g  p r o j e c t s .  This c i ty ' s  s t r e n g t h  is h a r d  t o  bel ieve.  Surely m o r e  t h a n  
100,000 people  in t h e  count rys ide  and neighboring c i t i e s  l ive on  Lille's business 
(A.N. H1 1588 22). 

] W h a t  w a s :  L i l l e ' s  b u s i n e s ' s ?  T h a t  was t h e  p o i n t :  I t  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  a n  a c t i v e  

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  complex  (especial ly t sx t i les )  ahd  t h e  t r a d e  sus ta ined  by a n  ag r i cu l tu re  

t h e  l i k e s  o f  ~ h i c h  d i d  n o t  ex i s t  e l sewhere .  "The e f f o r t  of  coun t ry  people," w r o t e  

D U ~ U ;  d e  Bagnols, ''plays a l a rge  &;t. I d a r e  say  t h e r e  i s  hardly a land anywhere  in ,  

t h e  w o r l d  w h e r e  p e o p l e  y o r k  so  hard  . - . (A.N. H I  1 5 8 8  22). B o t h s m a l l - s c a l e  

t e x t i l e  product ion  and  cash-crop ag r i cu l tu re  o c c u p i e d  . t h e  b o u r g e o i s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  a n d '  

l a n d l e s s  l a b o r e r s -  o f  t h e '  c o u n t r y .  In p e a c e i i m e ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  a la rge  sha re  o f  t h e  

goods  p roduced .  in Lille's r e g i o n  f l o w e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t i e r  t o ,  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  L o w  

c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d .  t h e n c e  in to  .world marke t s .  

T o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  i n  ~ l e m ' i s h  Flanders ,  da i ry ing  and stock-raising involved ,  a 

l a rge r  s h a r e  'of t h e  population. To t h e  sou theas t ,  in  Ha inau t ,  mining of c o a l '  and  i ron  

c ~ n s t i t u t e d  t h e  r e g i o n ' s   reat ate st w e a l t h "  (B.N. F r  22221) .  . . Here ,  t h e  in t endan t  



o f f e r e d  o n e  of  t h e  f e w  c ~ r n p l ~ ~ i n t s  aga ins t  t h e  region's  peasants :  As  mine  ope ra to r s ,  

t hey  l e f t  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  d e s i r e d ;  t h e y  l a c k e d  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  l e s s -  

a c c e s s i b l e  s e a m s  o f  c o a l .  " R i c h e r  and more  in t e l l i gen t  people," t hough t  i n t endan t  

Voysin, could  bring in m a c h i n e s  t o  e x t r a c t  a l l  t h e  c o a l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  g a v e  

H a i n a u t ' s  p e o p l e  h i g h  r a t i n g s  fo?  the i r  devotion t o  work ,  espec ia l ly  in view of  t h e -  

r e p e a t e d  r avages  t h e y  h a d  r e c e n t l y  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  F r e n c h - S p a n i s h  w a r s  (B.N. F r  

2222.1.). A l l  t h r e e  e x p e r t  o b s e r v e r s  o f  F l a n d e r s  i n  1 6 9 8  descr ibed  t h e  region as 

, indus t r ious ,  prosperous,  and  eminen t ly  commerc ia l .  All  t h r e e  could quickly dispose of .  

c le rgy  and nobility. They w e r e  f e w .  and unimpor tant .  These  i n t e n d a n t s  w e r e  running 

a r e a s  popula ted  by commoners ,  and  run  by bourgeois. 

T h e  G e n e r a l i t y  o f  Paris . a l s o  h a d  m o r e  t h a n  i t s  s h a r e '  o f  c o m m e r c e ,  b u t  

o p e r a t e d  q u i t e  d i f f e ren t ly  f r o m  Flanders.  In tendant  Phelypeaux g a v e  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  

outs ide  .of  Pa r i s  857,000 people.  Another  500,000 lived in  t h e  c e n t r a l  c i t y .  No o t h e r  

gene ra l i t y  of  F r a n c e  approached  t h e  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  i ts  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  c i t i e s  

( ~ u ~ $ ~ u i e r  1 9 7 9 :  195-197. The  40 pe rcen t  includes Paris.). The  r e s t  of  t h e  region 

se rved  t h e  capi ta l :  t r u c k  f a rming  c lose  at hand,  V e r s a i l l e s  a n d  t h e  c o u r t  a t  a r m ' s  

length ,  reg ions  of wheat-growing,  winegrowing, and nob le  res idences  ove r  much of t h e  

remaining  t e r r i t o ry .  Outs ide  of  P a r i s  and  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  surroundings,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

had  no more  than  loca l  impor t ance .  Provins'  desc r ip t ion  in 1698 will se rve ,  m u t a t i s  

mutandis ,  for  a l l  t h e  General i ty:  

T h e  E l e c t i o n ' s  only t r a d e  ie  in gra in  t h a t  g o e s  by wagon t o  P o r t  Montain,  on 
t h e  Seine t w o  leagues  f r o m  Provins. T h e s e  p e o p l e  l o a d  i t  o n  t o  b o a t s  f o r  
s h i p m e n t  t o  P a r i s .  T h e r e  u s e d  t o  b e  a w o o l e n  industry in Provins,  b u t  i t  
col lapsed because  of lawsui t s  be tween  t h e  Merchan t  Drape r s  and t h e  Weavers.  
The  weavers '  gild is s t rong  in Provins, and m a k e s  good t i r e t a i n e s  which sel l  in 
nearby  c i t i e s  (B.N. F r  22205). 

In m a n y  v e r s i o n s ,  t h e ,  s t o r y  r e p e a t e d  itself t h roughou t  ' t h e  Gene ra l i t y  of Paris .  It  

c a m e  .down t o  t h e  consolidat ion of a n  economy c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  g r e a t  c i ty ' s  needs. 

The  Genera l i ty  had  no  E s t a t e s  of i t s  own. .  Bu t  i t  m o r e  t h a n  m a d e  up for  t h a t  



l a c k :  P a r i s  a n d  i t s  h in t e r l anc l  h a d  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  p r e e m i n e n t  P a r l e m e n t ,  a proudly 
. . 

au tonomous  munic ipa l i ty ,  a mass ive  religious . e s t ab l i shmen t ,  and  t h e . . c h i e f  i n s t rumen t s  
. . 

o f  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  . "The  G e n e r a l i t y  o f  P a r i s  i s  t h e  mos t  impor t an t  in t h e  

,kingdom,".crowed ~ h e l ~ p e a u x  (B.N. F r  22205). If i t s  nobles  had  long s ince  los t  m o s t  

o f  t h e i r  p o w e r  a s .  s e i g n e u r s  o f  'individual pa r i shes  wi th in  t h e  Ile d e  F rance ,  and  if 
' 

. . t h e y  t r e a t e d  t h e i r .  many coun t ry  houkes as p l a c e s  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  

r a t h e r  t h a n  sea.ts o f  p o w e r ,  t h e  g r e a t  . % o n c e n t f a t i o n  o f . n o b l e ,  b o u r g e o i s , a n d  
, . 

. ' e c c l e ~ i a s t i c a l  landlords  in  t h e  ~ ? ~ i t : l  s t i l l  g a v e  t h e  r e g i o n  as a w h o l e .  t r e m e n d o u s .  

weight .  In 1698,  i t  w a s  a l ready t r u e  t h a t  "when P a r i s  c a t c h e s  cold,  a l l  F r a n c e  blows 

i t s  nose," 

A s  i n t e n d a n t  L a m o i g n o n  d e  B a s v i l l e  d r a f t e d  h i s  r e p o r t  o n  Languedoc, h e  

po r t r ayed  his  province  as a predominant ly  ag r i cu l tu ra l  region o n  i t s  way t o  becoming  

i n d u s t r i a l .  . E x p a n d i n g  t h e  t e x t i l e  ' indus t ry  would, ' h e  thought ,  "give t h e  peoples  of 

Languedoc  .a' new ac t iv i ty ; .  t hey  p r o g r e s s  b y  m e a n s  -of t h i s -  s o r t  o f  w o r k ,  a n d  t h e  

. province  can '  b e t t e r ,  suppor t  i t s e l f -  t h i s  way t h a n  by a g r i c u l t u r e ,  since, t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  

o f  t h e  land is sterile" (A.N. HI 1588 26). AS o f  1698,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e c e n t  progress  

h a d  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  s a l e  o f  w o o l e n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f i n e  woolens, t o  t h e  Levan t  v ia  

Marsei l le .  Basvil le  descr ibed  t h e  tough F r e n c h  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h  a n d ,  

e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  D u t c h  f o r  t h a t  p r o f i t a b l e  t r a d e .  T h e  F r e n c h ,  h e  boas ted ,  w e r e  

gainir?g; . 

Inside t h e  Itingdom, woolen goods of ~ o d g v e ,  controllc!d by merchan t s  of  Lyon, 

c lo thed  bo th  so ld iers  and  civilians. T r a d e  i n  silk goods,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B a s v i l l e ,  w a s  

I l i k e w i s e  r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  -- no  m o r e  t h a n  6 0  y e a r s  o l d  as a s i g n i f i c a n t  i t e m . o f  

product ion  -- and '  growing.  This t r a d e ,  too ,  o p e r a t e d  under  Lyon's d i rec t ion .  T h e  sill; 

t r a d e ,  c o m m e n t e d  B a s v i l l e ,  " a l w a y s  d e c r e a s e s  g r e a t l y  in war t ime ,  because  people  . 

1 spend less  on' f u r n i t u r e  and  c lo thes ,  and  because  in p e a c e t i m e  w e  send a g o o d . d e a l  of  

i silk goods. t o  England and Holl'and. The  wool t r a d e ,  in c o n t r a s t ,  incredses  in w a r t i m e ,  , 

. . 



because  of t h e  l a rge  number  of t r o o p s  t h e r e  a r e  t o  c lo the"  (A.N. H I  1588 26). . 
. 

Basvil le  even  saw indus t ry  in Toulouse's fu tu re .  "No c i t y  in t h e  kingdom," h e  

c l a i m e d ,  "is b e t t e r  l oca t ed  for  t r a d e  and manufac tur ing"  (A.N. H I  1588 26). . A f t e r  

a l l ,  h e  reasoned,  food was  c h e a p ,  supplied fo r  manufac tu r ing  w e r e  abundan t ,  and  t h e  

c i t y  had  superb  acces s  t o  waterways .  H e  had t o  a d m i t ,  however ,  t h a t  as of 1698 

. . . t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  t r a d e .  T h e  i d h a b i t a n t s '  s p i r i t  t a k e s  t h e m  i n  o t h e r  
d i rec t ions .  They c a n ' t  s t and  ou,tsidersr Monas ter ies  and nunner ies  t a k e  up  half 
t h e  c i t y .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  b e c o m i n g  a C a p i t o u l  m a k e s  o n e  n o b l e  p u t s  a n  
a d d i t i o n a l  b r a k e  o n  t h e  g rowth  of t r ade .  T h e  s a m e  goes  fo r  t h e  Pa r l emen t .  
All  t h e  chi ldren of b ig  m e r c h a n t s  would r a t h e r  l i ve  as nobles o r  t a k e  on public  
o f f i c e  than  cont inue  t h e i r  f a the r ' s  business (A.N. H I  1588 26). 

Only t h e  t r a d e  in F rench  w h e a t  and  Spanish ivool, in f a c t ,  k e p t  Toulouse f r o m  being  

a c o m m e r c i a l  d e s e r t .  O n e  h a d  t o  g o  t o  Carcas sonne  and t o  t h e  c i t i e s  of Lower 

Languedoc  -- Montpell ier ,  Nfrnes, Lodgve -- fo r  t h e  s o r t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  s p i r i t  t h a t  

8 ,- 
warmed  a n  in tendant ' s  h e a r t  and  f i l led his co i f e r s .  

T h e  r ich  w h e a t  product ion 'of  Toulouse's plain, f o r  a l l  i t s  conce rn  to Basville in  

' ". .% 

c r i s i s  y e a r s ,  d i d n ' t  e n t e r  h i s  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  Nor did Basvil le  cons ider  t h e  

inf luence .  of Lyon and Marsei l le ,  oi- t h e  r e l a t ive  u n a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  landscape  f o r  

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  l i k e l y  c a u s e s  of Lower  ~ a n ~ u e d o c ' s  indus t r ia l  development .  Basvil le  

' , 
s a w  L a n g u e d o c ' s  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  c l e a r l y .  In  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  v i g o r o u s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  h e  h a d  l e a r n e d  h i s  p r o v i n c e  w e l l .  ' B u t '  h e  looked h a r d e s t  at t h e  

va r i a t ions  which a f f e c t e d  t h e  success  of h is  mission, and  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e m  c h i e f l y  t o  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in t h e  leading inhabi tan ts '  sp i r i t  of en t e rp r i se .  

T h e  in t endan t s  of our  f i ve  regions,  then ,  desc r ibed  provinces  t h a t  c o n t r a s t e d  in  
. . 

i m p o r t a n t .  w a y s :  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  impor t ance  of t r a d e ,  . t h e  p rominence  of c i t i e s ,  

H 
t h e  e x t e n t  of manufac tur ing ,  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  reg ional  nobility, t h e  a u t o n o m y  o f  

. - 
p r o : v i n c i a - l  ' i . n s t i t u t i . o n s .  A t  o n e  e x t r e m e :  A n j o u ,  wi.th f a i r l y  w e a k  p r o v i n c i a l  

: ins t i tu t ions ,  no  g r e a t  magna te s ,  l i t t l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  c o m m e r c i a l  . 

a g r i c u l t u r e .  A t  t h e  o t h e r :  F l a n d e r s ,  t h e  v e r y  e m b l e m  o f  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  in 



agr i cu l tu re  and,  'manufac tur ing ,  just coming under t h e  power  of  t h e  F rench  crown,  s t i l l  

q u i t e  d i s t i n ~ t i v ~  in admin i s t r a t ibn  arid f i sca l  s t ruc ture . .  

If Anjou and Flanders  def ined  tile l imits ,  however ,  t h e  Ile d e  F rance ,  Burgundy, 

a n d - L a p g u e d o c ' e a c h  marked  off  t h e i r  own spec ia l  spaces :  t h e  Ile d e  F r a n c e  f o r  s h e e r  

p o w e r  a n d '  w e a l t h ,  B u r g u n d y  for  i t s  f ine  wines and  g r e a t  nobles, Languedoc for  i t s  

P r o t e s t a n t s ,  i t s  c o m ~ e r c i a l ~ i n v o l v k m e n t  in ' t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w o r l d ,  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  

vig.or.ous a n d  a u t o n o m ' o u s  ,munic ipa l  ins t i tu t ions ,  and  i t s  s h a r p  in t e rna l  divisions. In 

t h e -  t w o  d imensions  of  ' involvement wi th  cap i t a l i sm a n d  subordina t ion  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

state, t h e  f i v e  ' r eg ions  occupied ve ry  d i f f e ren t  posi t ions.  

C a p i t a l i s m .  a n d  S t a t e m a k i n g  
. . 

' T h e  e . i g h f e e n t h  c e n t u r y  pushed a l l  -five reg ions  f u r t h e r  a long bo th  dimensions: 

t oward  inc reased  involvement  in cap i t a l i sm,  t oward  g r e a t e r  subordina t ion  to t h e  state. 

0 .  In F r a n c e  as a w h o l e ,  bo th  agricuitu'ral indus t r ia l -  product ion  commerc ia l i zed  as . . 

. ' t h e y  inc reased  in volume.  The  s h a r e  of manufac tu r ing  rose. C a p i t a l  a c c u m u l a t e d ,  

t h e  propor t ion  of wage-workers  g rew,  and -- at l eas t  f o r  such  people  as day-laborers  

'1 B and ord inary  cons t ruc t ion  workers  -- r ea l  wages  dec l ined .  Those  changes  summed  t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l  a d v a n c e  of capi ta l i sm.  

cap i t a l i sm: .  g rew di f ferent ly  i n ,  e a c h  reg.ion: t h rough  t h e  expansion o f .  wool and 

w h e a t  t r a d e s  in Languedoc,  through t h e  expansion of r u r a l  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  o f  

winegrowing in Anjou, through wine - a n d  whea t  in Burgundy, through indus t r ia l  growth  

in F landers ,  through t h e  increas ing  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  of  P a r i s  in t h e  Ile d e  France .  

L , ikewise ,  t h e  r e l a t ions  be tween  cap i t a l i s t  m a r k e t s  and  peasan t  ' communi t i e s  d i f f e red  

f r o m  region t o  region. In Burgundy and Languedoc,  e igh teen th -cen tu ry  landlords w e r e  

a c t i v e l y  p laying  t h e  cap i t a l i s t  game:  consolidat ing p rope r ty ,  squeezing  o u t  t h e  r ights  

of s m a l l  peasants, reestabl ishing old dues,  sh i f t ing  t o  t h e  m o s t  p ro f i t ab l e  cash  crops.  

. In  F l a n d e r s ,  g r e a t  l a n d l o r d s  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d .  L a r g e  p e a s a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  ' h a d  

excep t iona l  s t r e n g t h ,  a l though they  h a d  . t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  



i r e g i o n ' s  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  l a n d l e s s .  In A n j o u  a n d  I l e  d e  F r a n c e ,  l a rge  

landlords had long s ince  snuffed  o u t  t h e  privi leges of p e a s a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  t h e  f a c t  
I 

t h a t  t h o s e  l a n d l o r d s  w e r e  la rge ly  a b s e n t e e  nobles in Anjou and o f t e n  commoners  in  

t h e  Ile d e  F r a n c e  is q u i t e  secondary .  T h e  l a r g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  regions 

lay in t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  cash-crop f a r m e r s  of t h e  Ile d e  F r a n c e  w e r e  producing for  

a n  immense ,  hungry, growing,  grasping  metropol i s ,  while  t h e i r  A n g e v i n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  

cont inued t o  grow the i r  c r o p s  la rge ly  fo r  expor t .  T h e  g r o w e r s  of  t h e  Ile d e  France ' s  
I 
i 

j g r e a t  winefield sh i f t ed  percept ib ly  t o  c h e a p e r  v a r i e t i e s  f o r  t h a t  mass  m a r k e t  , d u r i n g  

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  (Lachiver  1982: 132-173). . 

As c a p i t a l  increased ,  c o n c e n t r h t e d ,  a i d  g r e w  in power ,  i t s  advances  s t imu la t ed  

c o n f l i c t . .  H o l d e r s  of sma l l  c a p i t a l  fough t  off t h e i r  manipula t ion  by holders  of  l a rge  
I 

! cap i t a l ,  worke r s  s t ruggled  wi th  cap i t a l i s t s ,  and  -- m o s t  of  a l l  -- p e o p l e  w h o s e  l i v e s  
I 

1 &f 
d e p e n d e d  o n  c o m m u n a l  o r  o t h e r  non-capital ls t  proper.ty re la t ionships  ba t t l ed  o t h e r s  , 

I 

1 who t r ied  t o  e x t e n d  cap i t a l i s t  p rope r ty  i n t o  t h o s e  domains.  They b a t t l e d  ove r  r i gh t s  
i - .3 
3 t o  l a n d ,  f o o d ,  a n d  l a b o r .  T h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  t h e  f o o d  r i o t  
i 
I 
I expressed  t h e  s t ruggle  aga ins t  m e r c h a n t  c a p i t a l  o n  t h e  l o c a l  scale. T h e  r i s e  o f  
i 
! w o r k e r - w o r k e r  a n d  w o r k e r - o w n e r  c o n f l i c t s  b e s p o k e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  impor t ance  of 
f 

I indus t r ia l  c a p i t a l  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s i z e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o l e t a r i a t .  A s  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w o r e  o n ,  t h e  i n t e n s i f y i n g  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  be tween  landlords and  
i 
J 

p e a s a n t s  as well  as b e t w e e n  l a n d l o r d s  a n d  t h e  r u r a l  p o o r  f o l l o w e d  t h e  l a n d l o r d s '  
I 

i a t t e m p t s  t o  p ro f i t  f r o m  exclus ive  cap i t a l i s t  p rope r ty  r igh t s  in  t h e  land. 
f 
i S t a t e m a k i n g  l ikewise e n t e r e d  a new phase: A f t e r  r e p e a t e d  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

1 c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  v e r y  s u r v i v a l ,  a n  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o f  consol ida t ion .  
i 
! . 

. ~ n s t e a d  of s e t t l i ng  the i r  t roops  on t h e  land, i n t e n d a n t s  increasingly t a x e d  t o  pay  fo r  
'I . . 

i m i l i t a r y  e x p e n s e s ,  . a n d  s e g r e g a t e d  soldiers  f r o m  t h e  c iv i l ian  population. Instead of 

g r e a t  regional  r e b e l l i o n s a n d  major  c l a i m a n t s  t o  n a t i o n a l  pourer . ,  i n t e n d i n t s  r o u n d  
I 

1 ..:. 
t h e m s e l v e s '  f a c i n g  d i s p e r s e d  r e s i s t a n c e ,  v i l l a g e  by vi l lage.  Instead ..of dispatching 

. . 1 
3 - .  

. . 

1 



armi.es  t o  cow t h e  people  of a c i t y  o r  a region ,  i n t endan t s  laid down a dense  n e t  of 

a g e n t s  and  col labora tors .  Lou i s 'XV f e l t  suf f ic ien t ly  . c o n f i d e n t  o f  h i s  , p o w e r  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s  t o  u s e  wholesa le  ex i l e  Bs a way of cont ro l l ing  uncoopera t ive  of f ic ia l s  and . 
. . 

par l emen t s ;  in t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  kx i l i hg  power fu l  e n e m i e s  would h a v e  i n v i t e d  

regional  rebel l ion.  Taxes  themse lves  routinized;  t h e  c r o w n  n o t  only bui l t  up a c o r p s  

of. r evenue  o f f i ce r s ,  bu t  a l s o  'avoided t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  n e w  t a x e s ,  a n d  - 
t a x e s  o f  d u b i o u s  l e g a l i t y .  A f o i t i f i e d ,  b u r e a u c r a t i z e d  f i s ca l  s t r u c t u r e  b e c a m e  t h e  

f r amework  of t h e  whole state. The  state's ve ry  s u c c e s s  g e n e r a t e d  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t y ,  

such as t h e  smuggling of  s a l t ,  whicti i ronical ly a s sumed  t h e  state's ex i s t ence ;  wi thout  

t h e  s t a t e ' s  e f f o r t  to m a k e  money by monopolizing salt, t h e  p r i c e  would h a v e  been  t o o  

low t o  e n t i c e  smugglers .  

S t a t e  c o n t r o l  g r e w  unevenly,  consolidat ing p a s t  ga ins  in Anjou, Burgundy, and  

t h e  Ile d e  F r a n c e  while  ex tend ing  d rama t i ca l ly  in  Languedoc  and  Flanders.  In Anjou, 

o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  witnessed t h e  consolidat ion of  state power  in t h e  f o r m  of t i gh tened  

t a x  col lec t ion ,  - i nc reased  regula t ion  of indus t r ia l  procluction, m o r e -  s t r i ngen t  con t ro l  of  

s m u g g l i n g  a n d ,  s u p r e m e l y ,  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  g r a i n  ' t r a d e  at t h e  expense  of  l oca l  

demands  f o r  f o o d .  In B u r g u n d y ,  t h e  s tate  l i k e w i s e  a p p e a r e d  as a p r o m o t e r  o f  
' 1 

marke t ing  and  co l l ec to r  of t axes .  But  t h e  state a l so  m a d e  i tself  known t h e r e  as t h e  

e n e m y  of pa r l emen ta ry  power .  

In., t h e  Ile d e '  F r a n c e ,  people  found t h e  state invading everyday life. A t  l e a s t  

i n '  Par i s ,  po l ice  p o w e r s  e x p a n d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y :  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  s ta te  c l o s e d  i n  o n  

previously inviolable '"free spaces"  such as t h e  enc los  du Temple ,  :required householders  

t o  l ight  t he i r  s t r e e t s ,  a r r e s t e d  b e g g a r s  a n d  v a g a b o n d s  as n e v e r  b e f o r e ,  o r g a n i z e d  

s y n . - d i c a t e s  o f  m a n y  t r a d e s '  .in o r d e i  b e t t e r  t o .  s u p e r v i s e  a n d  t a x  them:  J e a n  

Delamare ' s  g r e a t  handbook T r a i t 6  d e  l a  Police,  published fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  by 1720., 

summed  u p .  t h e  p receden t s  a n d  p rac t i ce s  o f  ' t h e .  new,  in t ense  survei l lance.  With t h e  

he ightened royal  c o n t r o l .  of  g ra in  m a r k e t s  g r e w  t h e  popular  idea  t h a t  h i g h  o f f i c i a l s ,  



p e r h a p s '  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  king himself ,  w e r e  building a g ra in  monopoly in -order  t o  r eap  

t h e  enormous  p ro f i t s  specula t ion  could b r ing .  Wi th  s o m e  j u s t i c e ,  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h -  

c e n t u r y  state gained a r epu ta t ion  as in t e r f e r ing  and prof i teer ing .  

Y e t ,  among  ou r  f ive  regions ,  i t  w a s  in  L a n g u e d o c  a n d  F l a n d e r s  t h a t  state 

p o w e r  e x p a n d e d  m o s t  r a p i d l y .  L a n g u e d o c ' s  i n t e n d a n t s  s t r o v e  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  

' municipal i t ies ,  t h e  P a r l e m e n t ,  and  the,  E s t a t e s  t o  t h e .  c r o w n ' s  needs . .  . I n  F l a n d e r s ,  

royal  a g e n t s -  sought  t o  e l i m i n a t e  ' t he  privi leges and spec ia l  s t a t u s  r e c e n t  conques t  had 

given t h e  region. On ba lance ,  t h e  c rown  m a d e  g r e a t  gains.  

~ e l a t i v e  t o  a n  e x p a n d i n g '  e c o n o m y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  e ighteenth-century  state's 

d e m a n d s  rose  m u c h ' l e s s  t han  they  had under  L o u i s  XII.1 a n d  L o u i s  XIV. F i g u r e  1 
. . 

e x p - r e s s e s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t a x  b u r d e n  in t e r m s  of h e c t o l i t e r s  of  w h e a t  p e r  person  pe r  

. . yea r ;  i t  divides t a x e s  i n t o  d i r e c t  and  ';indirect;' (not  o n l y  e x c i s e ,  c u s t o m s ,  a n d  t h e  
. > .  - l ike,  b u t  a l so  o t h e r  i nc iden ta l  sources) ,  and ind ica t e s  t h e  , y e a r s  in which F r a n c e  .was  

involved in in t e rna t iona l  wars.  It  was  s t i l l  t r ue ,  on t h e  whole,  t h a t  t a x e s  rose  wi th  

in t e rna t iona l  war ;  y e t  . even .  t h a t  e f f e c t  a t t e n u a t e d  as t h e  c r o w n  rel ied increasingly on 

longer- te rm loans fo r  mi l i ta ry  .expehdi ture .  Only Napoleon ' s  g r e a t  w a r s  a f t e r  1800 

! r e e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  d r a m a t i c ,  i m m e d i a t e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  w a r m a k i n g  a n d  t a x  
I 
I 

I 
increases .  In r ea l  c o s t  pe r  cap i t a ;  d i r e c t  t a x e s  ac tua l ly  d e c l i n e d  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  t h e  

I cen tu ry .  T h e  f luctuat ioris  and inc reases  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on ind i r ec t  sources  of revenue.  

i 
1 I t  is as if t h e  king had learned  how much  r e s i s t ance  h e  could  s t i r  up by increas ing  

i 
I 

t a x e s  on land and proper ty ,  and had sh i f t ed  t o  t a x e s  on t r a d e  and  t ransac t ions .  

i C o n t r a r y  t o  be l ie fs  on both  s ides  of t h e  English Channel ,  F rench  people  ended 

J 
i 

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  less  heavily t a x e d  than  the i r  Bri t ish neighbors. F igure  2 shows 
Q,.. 

t h e  evolu t ion  of t axa t ion  in G r e a t  Er i ta in  and  F r a n c e  f r o m  1715 t o  1808, e x p r e s s e d  

as a -  s h a r e  o f  i ncome  pe r  cap i t a .  T h e  t w o  coun t r i e s  began at a b p u t  t h e  same levels.  

But  i n ,  these .  t e r m s ,  France ' s  - t a x  butden. p.er c a p i t a  dec l ined ,  while  if w e  i n c l u d e  

. B r i t a i n ' s  e n o r m o u s  e x p e n s e s  in  t h e  Napo leon ic  Wars -- Brit ish t a x e s  doubled the i r  







s h a r e  o f  p e r  c a p i t a  i ncome .  During t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  Br i t i sh  state g r e w  

f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  economy.  In F rance ,  t h e  oppos i te  w a s  t rue :  t h e  economy g r e w  f a s t e r  

t han  t h e  na t ional  state. 

R e v e n u e s  p r o b a b l y  c a m e  in m o r e  easi ly in Bri tain t h a n  in  F rance ;  t h e  Bri t ish 
3 8 

economy was  m o r e  commerc ia l i zed  t h a n  t h e  F rench ,  and  t h e  Bri t ish c o l l e c t e d  a much  

h i g h e r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  as ind i r ec t  taxes .  Never the less ,  i t  is wor th  r emember ing  

t h a t  t h e  S t a m p  A c t ,  a t a x  measu re  des igned t o  he lp  pay  for  t h e  d e b t  a c c u m u l a t e d  by 

t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r ,  n o t  o n l y  i n c i t e d  w i d e s p r e a d  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  B r i t a i n ,  b u t  

p rec ip i t a t ed  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  of  Bri tain 's  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e igh teen th -cen tu ry  r e b e l l i o n :  

t h e  Amer ican  Revolut ion.  

T h e n  t h e  w h e e l  t u r n e d .  D e s p i t e  t h e  r e l a t ive ly  rapid  g r o w t h  of .  t h e  F rench  

economy,  t h e  c r o w n ' s  i n e f f e c t u a l  e f f o r t s  t o  c o p e  w i t h  d e b t  a c c u m u l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  

S e v e n  Y e a r s  War  a n d  t h e  Amer ican  Revolu t ion  p rec ip i t a t ed  i t s  g r e a t  s t rugg le s  wi th  

t h e  P a r l e m e n t s  dur ing  t h e  1770s and 1780s. They eventua l ly  led t o  t h e  ca l l ing  of  t h e  

E s t a t e s  G e n e r a l  in  1 7 8 9 .  T h a t  c o n v o c a t i o n  o p e n e d  t h e  w a y  t o  F r a n c e ' s  o w n  

revolut ion.  

- E c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  and t a x e s  obviously var ied  , f r o m  one  region t o  ano the r .  By 

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century ' s  th i rd  q u a r t e r ,  t h e  d is t r ibut ion  of ag r i cu l tu ra l  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

t a x  burden looked something  like this: 



\ . .  

GENERALITY 

P a r i s  

Tours  

Dijon 

Montpel l ier  

Lil le  

-VINGTIEMES 
PER. SQUARE 
LEAGUE . 

VALUE OF 
GRAIN P E R  
SQ. LEAGUE 

5 5 , 9 0 9  

45 ,861  

7 7 , 7 5 9  

5 0 , 7 2 8  

92 ,921  

,VINGT!EMES.. 
P E R  SEPTIER , 

OF GRAIN 

VINGTIEMES/ 
100 LIVRES 
O F  VALUE 

Valenciennes  2 , 2 8 0  22 ,729  1 .63  10 .03  

SOURCE:  Remond 1957 

T h e  v i n g t i s m e ,  t h e n  a n e w  t a x  k e y e d  t o  e s t i m a t e s  o f  r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  l a n d ,  

r ep resen ted  a n  a t t e m p t  at r e f o r m  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  accumula t ion  of previous  p rac t i ce s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  r o y a l  e s t i m a t e s  of "ability t o  pay" s t i l l  depended in p a r t  on  pol i t ica l  

cons idera t ions ,  and  on  t h e  shee r  c b s t  of co l lec t ion .  Although t h e  gene ra l i t i e s  of P a r i s  

and Lil le  had  high product iv i ty  in g i a in ,  t he i r  t a x e s  ran  d ispropor t ionate ly  high. T h e  

Genera l i ty  of  Valenciennes (roughly, Ha inau t  and  Cambrgs is )  paid fo r  being a mi l i ta ry  

o u t p o s t ,  h u t  h a d  s o m e  r e v e n u e s  f r o m  m i n e s  and  meta lworking  t o  m a k e  up for  it .  

Whether  measu red  by t a x e s  p e r  volGme o r  t a x e s  p e r  va lue ,  t h e  gene ra l i t i e s  of Tours,  

Dijon, and  Montpel l ier  c l ea r ly  had t h e  f i s ca l  advan tage .  

In o n e  r e spec t ,  s t a t e m a k i n g  a n d  c a p i t a l i s m  w o r k e d  i n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s .  

'S ta temaking,  broadly speaking,  homdgenized  F r a n c e  and  e a c h  of  i t s  regions: imposed a 
. . 

. . c o m m o n  language ,  a single admin i s t r a t ion j  increasingly c o m m o n  s y s t e m s  of law, t a x e s ,  

regula t ion ,  a n d .  coerc ion .  If s t a t e m a k i n g  had a n  uneven,  , i m p a c t  during t h e  e igh teen th  

. . 

cen tu ry ,  t h a t  .was because  t h e  ins ta l la t ion  of  t h e  s t a n d a r d  a p p a r a t u s  had f a r t h e r .  t o  g o  
. . 

. in 'a F lande r s  t han  in a n  Anjou. 

T h e  e x t - e n s i o n  o f -  c , a p i t a l i s t  p r o p e r t y  re la t ions ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t e n d e d .  t o . .  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  a m o n g  - r e g i o n s  a n d  e v e n  w i t h i n .  t h e m .  ' O n  t h e ,  w h o l e ,  a r e a s  o f  



agr i cu l tu ra l  c a p i t a l i s ~ n  began t o  lose the i r  industry,  regions c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on a s ingle  

c a s h  c r o p  b e c a m e  m o r e  common ,  and  where  indus t r ia l  c a p i t a l  was  accumula t ing  t h a t  

a c c u m u l a t i o n  speeded up. Thus e ighteenth-kentury  Anjou s a w  Cho le t  e m e r g e  as t h e  

nucleus  of  a s m a l l  region of i n t e n s i v e  r u r a l  l i n e n  p r o d u c t i o n  t i e d  c l o s e l y  to  t h e  

A t l a n t i c  t r a d e ,  while  nearby  Saumur  played i t s  p a r t  as t h e  c a p i t a l  of wine and wheat ;  

t h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c i t i e s ,  and b e t w e e n  t h e i r  h in ter lands ,  sharpened as t h e  

c e n t u r y  moved on. 
6 '  

S t a t e m a k e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e l y  o n  h o l d e r s  o f  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e i r  day-to-day 

revenues ,  and  t h e  cap i t a l i s t s  cont inued t o  p ro f i t  f r o m  t h e i r  a l l i a n c e .  S p e a k i n g  o f  
1 

s p e c i a l  c o m m i s s i o n  on tax-grabb'ei-5 es tab l i shed  by t h e  R e g e n t  ( t h e  Duke of Orleans)  
:, . 

shor t ly  a f t e r  his  a r r i v a l  in power ,  Angers '  Canon R e n e  Lehoreau  reminisced  tha t :  

P e o p l e  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  commission m a d e  those  scoundre ls  pay back  m o r e  t h a n  
300  million in t h e  y e a r  1716 a lone .   he f i r s t  tax-grabber  (ma l t z t i e r )  a r r e s t e d  
in  Angers  was  Verr ie ,  r ece ive r  of Ponts-de-Ce. The  commiss ioners  of Angers,  
by o rde r  of t hose  of Pari:, a r r e s t e d  him and had h i m  t a k e n ,  f e e t  a n d  h a n d s  
b o u n d ,  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  roya l  prison,  where  h e  s t ayed  for  a long t ime .  Through 
t h e  in f luence  of his f r iends ,  h e  w a s  f i n a l l y  t a k e n  t o  P a r i s ,  w h e r e  h e  f o u n d  
f a v o r ;  t h e y  d e c r i m i n a l i z e d  his  case, and turned  i t  i n to  a c iv i l  sui t .  Thus h e  
e scaped  t h e  t h r e a t  of  p u n i s h s e n t  f o r  his  e m b e z z l e m e n t .  T h e y  c h a r g e d  h i m  
2 5 , 0 0 0  l i v r e s .  W h a t  s a v e d  h i m  w a s  t h a t  h e  h a d  dea l ings  wi th  ou r  upright  
i n t endan t ,  who, f rankly  speaking,  told him t o  s t ea l ;  s ince  [ v e r r i e ]  h a d  t a k e n  
c a r e  t o  k e e p  h i s  l e t t e r s ,  h e  rece ived  f avorab le  a t t e n t i o n .  Anyway,  half t h e  
c i t y  w a s  s e c r e t l y  involved in tax-grabbing and  working wi th  him; the i r  f e a r  of 
g e t t i n g  c a u g h t  l i k e w i s e  he lped  him. His pos t  v8as  e l imina ted ,  b u t  h e  h a s  s o  
many f r i ends  t h a t  h e  is s t i l l  co l lec t ing  and ,  in f a c t ,  n e v e r  s t o p p e d ;  t h e  o n l y  
d i f f e rence  i s  t h a t  h e  now does  i t  th rough a n  in t e rmed ia ry  (Lehoreau  1967: 257- 
258). 

I Indeed,  cont inued Lehoreau ,  i t  wasn't  c l e a r  t h a t  Verr ie  would e v e r  have  t o  pay back  

I t h e  25,000 livres. T h e  ma1t6t ie r  was  indispensable; h e  had  s o  m u c h  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  
t 

royal  o f f i c i a l s  could no t  a f f o r d  t o  e l imina te  him. In th i s  r e s p e c t ,  e ighteenth-century  

I s t a t e m a k e r s  cont inued t h e  p r a c t i c e s  bf  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  

An Opposition Forms  
. . 

1 F i s c a l  p o l i c y  w a s  no t  t h e  only sphe re  in ichich s t a t e m a k e r s  helped cap i t a l i s t s  

I. explo i t  o t h e r  people,  and  in which explo i ted .  people  t u r n e d  increasingly a g a i n s t  r o y a l  



po-l icy.  T h e  s a m e  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  in  regard  t o  food supply, c r a f t  monopolies ,  and 

access t b  land. E- ighteen . th-century  r o y a l  o ' f f i c i a l s  w e n t  e v e n  f a r t h e r  t h a n  . t h e i r  

' . s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p redecesso r s  in promot ing  t h e  na t ional iza t ion  o f  t h e  ' g r a i n  t r ade .  

T h a t  m e a n $  c o m b a t t i n g  t h e . c l a i m s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l i t i e s  t o  t h e  supp ly '  o f  g r a i n  

=urrent ly  on h a n d .  They "freed" t h e  gra in .  t r a d e  as rapidly rising s h a r e  of t h e  t o t a l  

populat ion c a m e  t o  depend  on m a r k e t e d  gra in  fo r  eve ryday  consumpt ion ' .  - M o r e  a n d  

m o t - e  p e o p l e  -- e s p e c i a l l y  wage-workers  in ag r i cu l tu re ,  in r u r a l  indus t ry ,  o r  bo th  at 

o n c e  - -  t h e r e f o r e  . b e c a m e  v u l n e r a b l e '  t o  s h o r t a g e s  a n d  p r i c e  r i s e s .  R e s u l t :  an 

unpreceden ted  a m o u n t  of con ten t ion  ove r  c o n t r o l  of food.  . 

C r a f t  monopolies  divided t h e  c r a f t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  L a r g e  m a s t e r s  c o m m o n l y  

e v a d e d  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d  r e g u l a t i o d s  t h a t  l i m i t e d  t h e  n u m b e r s  of t he i r  

journeymen and appren t i ce s ,  and  t h a t  conf ined  t h e m  t o  worke r s  duly approved by t h e  

loca l  a r t i sans .  Bu t  l a rge  m a s t e r s  also held jealously t o  t he i r  c o n t r o l  of t h e  marke t .  

S m a l l  m a s t e r s  c o m m o n l y  s o u g h t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t h e  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  q u a l i t y  g u a r a n t e e d ,  wi th  dec reas ing  e f f ec t iveness ,  by gilds. Workers 

fought  t h e  e f f o r t s  of m,as ters  and  en t r ep reneur s  t o  unde rcu t  t h e m  by hir ing cheape r ,  

l e s s  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d ,  o u t s i d e  l a b o r .  J o u r n e y m e n ,  expel led  f rom t h e  gi lds by the i r  

mas t e r s ,  fo rmed  c ~ ~ p a g n o n n a g e s  t o  defend t h e i r  r ights ,  and  c o n t i n u e d -  t o  u s e  t h e m  

a f t e r  t h i .  l e g a l  abo l i t i on  o f  t r a d e  corpora t ions  in t h e  1770s. Smal l  m a s t e r s  aga ins t  

la rge  mas te r s ,  compagnonnages  aga ins t  a l l  mas t e r s ,  r iva l  compagnonnaPes  aga ins t  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  a l l  l o c a l  w o r k e r s  a g a i n s t  . o u t s i d e r s  -- as c a p i t a l  . c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  c o n f l i c t  

intensif ied.  

With r e spec t  t o  land,  t h e  c rown general ly a c t e d  t o  p r o m o t e  i t s  t r ans fo rma t ion  
. . 

into disposable p rope r ty ,  t o  s t r eng then  t h e  r igh t s  of owners ,  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  m u l t i p l e  

. u s e  r i g h t s  in t h e  s a m e  l a n d .  C u s t o m a r y  h u n t i n g  b e c a m e  poach ing .  Cus tomary  

gleaning. and ga the r ing  b e c a m e .  t respassing.  Cus tomary  s c r a t c h i n g  o u t  of a c o r n e r  of 

t he  wasteland b e c a m e  squat t ing .  All b e c a m e  o f f e n s e s  to b e  punished by manor i a l  and . .  



r o y a l  c o u r t s .  L a n d l o r d s  a n d  t h e i r  manage r s  ra t ional ized  t h e i r  estates; revived - o l d  
, . . . 
1 
f dues,  brought  t h e i r  rent-books up t o  d a t e ,  pushed f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  enc losure  of c o m m o n s  

d e p e n d i n g  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  i n c o m e s  c a m e  m a i n l y  f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n  ( c o m m o n s  
. . 

I undesirable)  o r  g raz ing  (commons  desirable).  All in a l l ,  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  
i 
! 

i posi t ions of  t h e  m o r e  prosperous  p e a s a n t s  -- whethe r  r e n t e r s  o r  owners  -- and pushed 
I 

i 
smal lholders  t oward  t h e  ru ra l  p ro l e t a r i a t .  In t h e  a g r a r i a n  world,  t hen ,  l a rge  landlords 

fought  wi th  organized  communi t i e s  ove r  dues  and ove r  c o n t r o l  of  common  resources ,  

while poor people  res i s ted  t h e  loss of t he i r  r i gh t s  t o  hunt ,  f ish,  g lean ,  pas tu re ,  g a t h e r  

f.vood, a n d  p a t c h  t o g e t h e r  a n  ex i s t ence  f r o m  a hundred  c l e v e r  uses  of t h e  c o m m o n  

ground. 

F o r  F r a n c e ' s  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e ,  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f u s e d  t h e  c o s t s  o f  

s t a t e m a k i n g  wi th  t h e  burdens  of  c a p i t a l i s m :  A f i s c a l  p o l i c y  f a v o r i n g  t h o s e  w h o  
, -. 

l o a n e d  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  t o  t h e  s ta te  a n d  e x t i g c t e d  i t  f r o m  t h e  people,  a food policy 

favoring t h e  sh ipmen t  of loca l  supplies  w h e r e v e r  m e r c h a n t s  c o u l d  g e t  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p r i c e ,  a s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t  t o  break  monopolies  of worke r s  o v e r  l oca l  employmen t ,  a n  

. encouragemen t  of bourgeois  p r o p e r t y  i n  l a n d  -- a l l  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  of  g o v e r n m e n t  

a c t i o n  f o r  w a r d e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of capi ta l i s t s .  Among t h e  g r e a t  e ighteenth-century  
1 ir 

ministers ,  no  doub t  Turgo t  had t h e  c l e a r e s t  v iew of t h i s  p rog ram.  H e  self-consciously 

a d v o c a t e d  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  e l iminat ion  o f  sma l l  f a rmers ,  and  t h e  

spread  of wage-labor in ' a g r i c u l t u r e  and  industry.  I t  would b e  ha rd  t o  m a k e  t h e  .ca l l  

f o r  c a p i t a l i s m  m o r e  empha t i c .  But  a l l  F rench  g o v e r n m e n t s  of t h e  l a t e r  e igh teen th  

cen tu ry  he lped  m a k e  such  a p r o g r a m  a- r e a l i t y .  T h e y  t r a m p l e d  t h e  i n t e i e s t s  o f  

. . ordinary  people.  

. A l l i a n c e s  o f  c a p i t a . l i s t s  \ v i t h ' s t a t e m a k e r s  produced a cong lbmera t e  opposition. 

On - the  impl ic i t  p r inc ip le  t h a t  t h e  enemy o f  my e n e m y  is my f r iend ,  p e t t y  producers ,  

t r a d e s m e n ,  s m a l l  p e a s a n t s ,  p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  l a w y e r s ,  o f f i c e r s  o f  P a r l e m e n t s ;  a n d  
. . 

P r o t e s t a n t s  a l l  joined in r e s i s t ance  t o  royal  jjbwer. During t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
. . 



t h e  c rown  took .  t o  d i r e c t  j t t a c l i s  on t h e  P a r l e m e n t s  .and on o t h e r  ins t i tu t ions  blocking 

access t o  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  income.    hose a t t a c k s  sol idif ied t h e  opposition. They helped 

. . 
t h e  na t iona l  . .network o f  lawyers  and  P a r l e m e n t a r y  'o f f ic ia l s  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  opposition's 

. . 

connec t ive  t i ssue . .  Seve ra l  t i m e s  , be io re . . 1789 ,  l a r g e  p a r t s  of  t h e .  o p p o s i t i o n  r e a c h e d  . 

t h e  poin t  of sus ta ined  de f i ance  t o  roya l  command  -- r e a c h e d ,  t h a t  is, a revolut ionary 

s i tua t ion .  In 1789,  t h e  addit ion of a s i g n i f i c a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  c r i s i s  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  

revolu t ionary  s i t ua t ion  by simultaneously lining up e x c e p t i o n a l  numbers  of  poor people  

aga ins t  roya l  o f f i c i a l s  and  by displaying, y e t  aga in ,  t h e  inabil i ty of t h o s e  of f ic ia l s  t o  

pu t  dov.:n t h e  poor in  t h e  absence  of b road  suppor t  f r o m  t h e  rich. 

In a l l  t h e s e  regards ,  t h e  Ile d e  F r a n c e  had p r ide  of p lace .  Through t h e  l a t t e r .  

half of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e  s t rugg le  of t h e  P a r l e m e n t  of Pa r i s  u.ith t h e  c rown  

provided t h e  chief  s ignal  and symbol  f o r  t h e  crown's  o p p o n e n t s  e l s e w h e r e .  A s  t h e  

marquis  d tArgenson conf ided  t o  his d i a ry  for  28 November  1751: 

Yes t e rday  m o r n i n g  a p p e a r e d  a d e c r e e  of  t h e  K i n g ' s  C o u n c i l  s u s p e n d i n g  a 
number  of consumpt ion  taxes:  d ro i t s  re'tablis, 4 sous  pa r  l ivre,  etc. Tha t  will 
m a k e  l i fe  c h e a p e r  in Paris .  T h e  p reamble  s a y s  t h e  act is d u e  t o  t h e  dea rness  
of b read ,  and  will l a s t  unt i l  b read  pr ices  decl ine.  All t h i s  h a s  m a d e  people  say  
t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w h o  c o u l d  r e b e l ,  s e e i n g  t h e  
P a r l e m e n t  in r evo l t  and giving t h e  example ;  t h a t  i t  took  t h e  s t e p  improperly,  
wi th  c r a v e n  f e a r ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  d o n e  s o  w i t h o u t  t h e  s p e e c h e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  gove rnmen t ,  wirhout  t h e  shouts  of t h e  assembled  people  when t h e  
Dauphin e n t e r e d  Par is ,  and s o  on (Argenson 1865: VII, 47). 

(When reading  t h i s  analysis ,  i t  is wor th  r emember ing  t h a t  t h e  marquis '  f a t h e r ,  Voyer 

d 'Argenson,  h a d  b e e n  C h a n c e l o r  -- a n d  s c o u r g e  o f  t h e  P a r l e m e n t  -- d u r i n g  t h e  

R e g e n c y  o f  L o u i s  x V ) .  With t h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n  of  d i r e c t  t axa t ion  and gove rnmen ta l  
, 

b o r r o w i n g  o,f t h e .  Seven Y e a r s  War (1756-1763), t h e  ~ a r l e m e n t s  o f  F r a n c e  t i g h t e n e d  

I t h e i r  a l l i ances ,  deepened the i r  r e s i s t ance ,  and lined up m o r e  solidly than  e v e r  bes ide  
1 

1 t h e  P a r l e m e n t  of Par i s .  

A p a r a d o x i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  e m e r g e d . '  O n e  m i g h t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  r o y a l  ' 

ins t i tu t ions  and  ennobling o f f i ce s  wou ld .  bind d igni ta r ies  t o  t h e  c rown  ideologically, as 

a t h e y  d i d  f i n a n c i a l l y .  . I n  f a c t ,  a l m o s t  t h e  oppos i te  occu r red .  On . t h e  whole,  p laces .  
I 



w i t h  P a r l e m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  c o u r t s  f u l l  o f  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  mounted  t h e  most  ser ious  

opposi t ion t o  roya l  policy f r o m  t h e  1750s t o  t h e  beginning of t h e  Revolut ion.  N o t e  

t h e  numbers  of ennobling o f f i ce s ,  as of 1789,  in t h e  c a p i t a l s  of ou r  f i ve  regions: 

P a r  is . 1055 

Dijon 187 

Montpel l ier  1 7 5  

Toulouse 172 

Angers 2 

(source: Shapiro & Dawson 1972) 

T h e  l i s t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  r a n k  o r d e r  of r e s i s t ance  t o  royal  will. Where -1 
1 ,  off iceholders  and  ins t i tu t ions  p ro l i f e r a t ed ,  t l i r ee  c r u c i a l  th ings  happened.  F i r s t ,  in t h e  

- p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a t i n g  o f f i c e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  c r o w n  a l s o  c e m e n t e d  r i g h t s ,  

4 privi leges,  and v e t o  powers.  Second,  t h e  cour t s ,  a s s e m b l i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

1 n o m i n a l l y  s e r v i n g  t h e  king g a v e  the i r  occupan t s  m e a n s  of mee t ing ,  forming common  
. . 

programs ,  and broadcas t ing  t h o s e  programs t o  a wa i t ing  public. Third, o f f i c e h o l d e r s  

d e v e l o p e d  a s t r o n g  in t e re s t  bo th  in l imit ing t h e  crown 's  f u r t h e r  indebtedness  and  in 1 
sustaining t h e  abi l i ty  of t he i r  ' inst i tut ions t o  ba rga in  f o r  t h e  p a y m e n t  of t he i r  salaries.,  

. . 

T o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  added  m a t t e r s  of pr inc ip le  and  of reg ional  r i gh t i  t o  t h e s e  
C 

cons idera t ions ,  t h e  P a r l e m e n t s  and  o t h e r  sovere ign  c o u r t s  b e c a m e  formidable  bases  of  l 

. . 
. . 'opposition. 

Wi th  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  m a n y  P a r l e m e n t s ,  including t h e  PaFlement of  - P a r i s ,  

f r o m  1771 t o  L o u i s  XV's d e a t h  in 1774, t he i r  opposi t ion b e c a m e  visible throughout  t h e  

. n a t i o n .  T h e  P a r i s  P a r l e m e n t  e v e n  a c q u i r e d  a pop'ular .following in i t s  own home  

t e r r i t o ry ;  t h a t  folloiving l a s t ed  unt i l  t h e  end  of  1788. A t  t h a t  point ,  t h e  P a r l e m e n t ,  . . 

r e s t o r e d  t o  i t s  f u n c t i o n s .  a f t e r  t w o  m o r e  p e r i o d s  of  ex i l e  -and f a c e d w i t h  p o p u l a r  . 

demands  fo r  a thorough housecleaning,  a l igned i t se l f  wi th  t h e  c rown  in de fense  of i t s  
. . 



own 'privileges.. Then t h e  E s t a t e s  Genera l ,  soon t o  b e c o m e  a Nat ional  Assembly,  t ook  

over.  

T h u s  occu r red  a .  ser ies '  of  swi t ches  worthy ' of t h e  Fronde .  T h e  ~ a i l e m e n t s  soon 

abandoned a revolu t ion  ' they  had  m a d e  possible; when ord inary  p e o p l e - .  d e m a n d e d  t h e  

c u r t a i l i n g  o f  p r i v i l e g e ,  p o p u l a r  d e m a n d s  b e g a n  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h e  Pa r l emen t s '  own 

enormous  privileges. T h e  cap i t a l i s t s  aga ins t  whom ordinary  people  f i r s t  d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  

r evo1u t iona r .y  a c t i o n  d i v i d e d  s h a r p l y ;  t h o s e  w h o s e .  s t r e n g t h  lay in land apd f i s ca l  

pr iv i lege  genera l ly  c lung t o  t h e  t l l r e a t e n e d .  m o n a r c h y ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  w h o  tool< t h e i r  

a d v a n t a g e  f rom c o n t r o l  of  c a p i t a l  and profkksional ski l l  soon leaped ove r  t h e  masses  

t o  lead t h e  opposi t ion t o  t h e  crown.  Even royal ty  divided: T h e  king's bro ther ,  c o m t e  

d e  P rovence , .  main ta ined  his Pa la is  Royal  as a n  island of  f r e e  speech  forbidden t o  t h e  
. . 

police,  while  the .  d u c  d10r16ans ( f a t h e r  of t h e  Louis-Philippe who b e c a m e  King of t h e  

F r e n c h  in  1 8 3 0 )  b a s t  h i s  l o t  dec i s ive ly  w t h t h e  oppos i t ion  in 1787 -- and su f fe red  

exile. fo r  i t '  b e f o r e  going t o  t h e  'gui l lot ine,  in .  1793,  f o r  his  t i e s  t o  counter-revolut ion.  

O n l y  t h e  b l o c  o f  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  ' r e m a i n e d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  cons t an t ;  ord inary  people  

w e r e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t hey  w a n t e d  f o o d  a t  a f e a s i b l e  p r i c e ,  e q u i t a b l e  a n d  m o d e r a t e  

t a x a t i o n ,  ' c h e c k s  o n  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  a n d  g u a r a n t e e s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .  Their' a l l iances  

changed ,  bu t  t he i r  i n t e r e s t s  r ema ined  t h e  sam'e. 

What Barbier '  Saw, 1718-1762 

N o  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  ,observer  s a w  a l l  t h i s c o m i n g .  In. f a c t ,  no e igh teen th -  

c e n t u r y  o b s e r v e r .  s a ~ v  t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  s i g n a l e d  t h e  

.approach of  g r e a t  changes .  But  t w o ,  obse rvan t  bourgeois  of  Pa r i s  c h r o n i c l e d  many of 

t h e  c ruc i a l  con f l i c t s  be fo re  t h e  Revolut ion.  B e t w e e n  t h e m ,  E d m o n d - J e a n - F r a n s o i s  
. . 

B a r b i e r  a n d  Sebas t ian  Hardy k e p t  de t a i l ed  jouina l i  f o r  a l m o s t  e v e r y  yea r  f r o m '  1718 

Barbier  w a s  a lawyer who neve r  marr ied .  H e  l ived a l l  his life. -- f rom 1689 t o  

1771 -- in t h e  house his f a t h e r  had  .bought  in t h e '  r u e  Galande .  F rom 1718 (when h e  



dec;ecS, gossip, and  f a i t s  d ive r s  running s e v e n  v o l u m e s  i n  m a n u s c r i p t  a n d  f o u r  i n  

expurga ted  pririt (B.N. F r  10285-10291.; Barbier  1847-1856). H e  neve r  missed a royal  . .  

wedding,  pregnancy,  b i r th ,  ma lady ,  o r  dea th .  Bad w e a t h e r ,  high pr ices ,  juicy scandals ,  

e x c e p t i o n a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  and  spec tacu la r  execut ions  found t h e i r  way unfailingly in to  

his  notebook.  Amid t h e  h i s to r i ca l  b r i cab rac ,  Barbier  a l so  r e p o r t e d  t h e  g r e a t  con f l i c t s  

I a n d  " m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  day: r o y a l  a n d ' e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  p u t  down t h e  too-  ' . .  , 

! r igorous  Jansenis t s ,  r e s i s t ance  of t h e  P a r l e m e n t  t o  w a r t i m e  t a x e s ,  c h a i n s  o f  f o o d  
1 
1 

r iots .  ! . . ! 
i No subs t an t i a l  m o v e m e n t  e n t e r p d  Barbier 's  r eco rd  unt i l  1720. In May of t h a t  

. y e a r  c a m e  a popular  r ebe l l i on  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a r i s i a n  Watch. .  T h e y  w e r e  t r a m p i n g  

t h r o u g h  t h e  c i t y  l o o k i n g  f o r  v a g a b o n d s  t o  a r r e s t ,  wi th  t h e  s t rong  incent ive  of a 

bounty  at 100 sous  p e r  cap t ive .  T h e  Watch m a d e  t h e  mis t ake  of t ry ing  the i r  skills in 
I I 

, t h e  Faubourg  Saint-Antoine:  "Everyone c a m e  in to  t h e  s t r e e t s  and  rose  up wi th  c lubs  

and  o t h e r  weapons.  They f e l l  upod t h e  a r c f i e r s ,  w h o  f i r e d  t h e  p i s t o l s  t h e y  w e r e  

c a r r y i n g .  A t  t h a t ,  t h e  c rowd  b e a t  t h e  a r c h e r s  up. A dozen  of t h e m  wen t  t o  t h e  

Hotel-Dieu fo r  t repanning"  (Barbier  1847-1856: 111, 139). 

: .  Tha:t  s a m e  y e a r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  L a w  ~ i s t e m  c o l l a p s e d .  F o r  t w o  yea r s ,  t h e  

Sco t t i sh  banker  John Law had b e e n  working  t o  c o n v e r t  F r e n c h  n a t i o n a l  d e b t  i n t o  

s h a r e s  o f  t h e ,  C o m p a n y  o f  t h e  I n d i e s ,  a n d  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  a r r a n g e  a h i d d e n  

d e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e b t .  In  e c h o e s  o f  t h e  F r o n d e ,  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  a n d  

P a r  l e m e n t a r  i a n s  a l ike  p ro t e s t ed  t h e  a t t a c k  on t h e  gua ran teed  annu i t i e s  ( r e n t e d  t h a t  

cons t i t u t ed  t h e  mains tay  of t h e i r  income.  Become  ~ o m ~ t r o l l e r  G e n e r a l  in ,1720, Law 

"made  his bank t h e  a g e n t  of t h e  convers ion ,  and l imi ted  t h e  amoun't  of  paper  money 

anyone  could wi thdraw.  . - T h e  run  o n  Laiv's bank in t h e  Pa la i s  R o y a l  (wh.ere  B a r b i e r  , 

. .  r epor t ed  15,000 people  jammed '  i n to  t h e  nar row r u e  Vivienne on 17 July)  f i r s t  l e f t  a 

s c o r e  .of people t r ampled  t o  d e a t h ,  t h e n  had c rowds  milling wi th  t h r e a t s  t o  b reak  in to  



F o r  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  .to L a w ' s  m a n e u v e r s ,  t h e  P a r l e m e n t  of  Pa r i s  found i tself  

. t o  Ponto ise .  . 'On t h e  f i r s t  of S e p t e m b e r ,  'when Barbier  ' s t ro l led  up to. t h e  E to i l e  

I w i th  many o t h e r  people  t o  w a t c h  t h e  f i n e  fo lks  r e tu rn  f rom t h e  Bezons Fa i r ,  h e  s a w  

t h k  "lackeys" a n d  "populace" c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  Law's .livery and s t o n e  t h e  ca r r i age .  in 

w h i c h  M m e .  L a w  w a s  p a s s i n g  .by  ( I ,  50). J u s t  a f t e r  Chr i s tmas ,  Barbier  no.ted t h e  

i t r i umphan t  r een t ry  of t h e  reca l led  P a r l e m e n t  f r o m  Ponto ise  -- i t s  populari ty t h e  m o r e  
I 

[ s u r p r i s i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  had just g iven  in t o  t h e  king by regis te r ing  t h e  an t i - J ansen i s t  

i 
1 p a p a l  bull Unigenitus. H e  s a w  t h a t  t h e  P a r l e m e n t  was  becoming t h e  focus  of popular  

i opposi t ion t o  royal  power. 
, 
I 

T o  b e  su re ,  Barbier  missed s o m e  of t h e  o t h e r  con f l i c t s  of 1720 in P a r i s  and  i t s  
1 

hin ter land .  He.  fai led t o '  m e n t i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s t r i k e  o f  P a r i s i a n  j o u r n e y m e n  

p r i n t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  b a t t l e  w i t h  t a x - c o l l e c t o r s  t h a t  s t i r r e d  u p  Vi l l e  d 'Auray on 21 1 
J a n u a r y  (Kaplan  1979: 39; A.N. G7 443). T h e  following yea r ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  h e  

1 d i d  n o t e  a f r e e - f o r - a l l  be tween  t h e  s e r v a n t s  of g r e a t  nobles and  t h e  gua rds  a t  t h e  i 
F a i r  o f  S t .  G e r m a i n  ( I ,  77-78) .  In 1 7 2 1  h e  a l s o  c h r o n i c l e d  t h e  v e n g e a n c e  o f  

! 

I s p e c t a t o r s  a t  t h e  whipping of a th ief :  When t h e  th ief ' s  v i c t im  ca l led  for  t h e  hangman 
i 

t o  whip ha rde r ,  t h e  c rowd sacked  t h e  v i c t i m ' s  h o u s e  ( I ,  79-80) .  B a r b i e r ' s  j o u r n a l  

l ikewise ment ioned t h e  a r r iva l  of  a p e a s a n t  de legat ion  f r o m  Saint-Cloud at t h e  Pala is  
i 
! Royal  ( t h e  Regent ' s  s ea t )  t o  ask  compensa t ion  f o r  t h e  d a m a g e  done  t o  the i r  f ie lds  by 

1 .  . .  
t h e  c r o w d  a t  a l o c a l  f e s t i v a l ;  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  by a c rowd  numbering "five o r  six 

1 thousand .peoplev '  o f .  t h e  s tocks  set up nea r  t h e  .house of .M. dfEr.lach, c a p t a i n  of t h e  
1 
i 
i 

i 
S w i s s  G u a r d s ,  f o r  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  of  a s e r v a n t  who had insul ted C a p t a i n  d ' ~ r 1 a c h ' s  

. . wife ;  and  t h e  throngs  w h o  w e n t  t o  v i s i t  t h e  c a p t u r e d  h i g h w a y m a n  C a r t o u c h e  i n  1 ' .  : . . 
prison,  t h e n  wa tched  his breaking on  t h e  whee l  (I: 95, 107-115). 

t : '  

. Through t h e  1720s, w e  find ~ a r b i e r  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e p d r t  p o p u l a r  v e n g e a n c e  

.,, aga ins t  too-zealous punishment,  a n  occas iona l  food r io t  o r  s t r i ke ,  and  p i tched  b a t t l e s  



. . .  
b e t w e e n .  r i v a l  g r o u p s  o f  y o u n g  men.  H e  neg lec t ed ,  f o r  s o m e  reason,  t h e  r epea ted  

. . 

e n c o u n t e r s  of tol l -  and  t a x - c o l l e c t o r s  w i t h  u n w i l l i n g  c u s t o m e r s .  yet h e  k e p t  o n  

n o t i n g  s u c h  c u r i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  as t h e  o n e  bese t t i ng  Big Thomas ,  tooth-puller  on t h e  

Pont -Neuf ,  .in S e p t e m b e r  1729.. Thomas  proposed t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  b i r t h  of a Dauphin 

b y  h o l d i n g  a - f r e e  d i n n e r  f o r  a l l  c o m e r s  o n  t h e '  b r i d g e ;  a f t e r  t h e  Pol ice  Council  
. . . . . - 

fo rbade  t h e  dangerous  ga ther ing ,  disappointed d iners  who a r r i v e d  b roke  t h e  windows of  

T h o m a s '  n e a r b y  h o u s e  ( I ,  297-298) .  In t h e  1 7 3 0 s ,  Ba rb ie r  s e e m s  t o  have '  not iced  
. . 

r a t h e r  m o r e  public  demons t r a t ions  -of  suppor t  ' f o r  t h e .  J a n s e n i s t s ' , ( i n  t h e  f o r m ,  f o r  

example ,  of  mass a t t e n d a n c e  at t h e  fune ra l  of a prominent '  : Jansenis t  pr ies t )  amid  t h e  
. . 

ce leb ra t ions  and  condemna t ions .  An u n l i k e l y  b u t  d e f i n i t i v e .  f u s i o n  o f  ~ a n s e n i s k ;  

G i i l l i c a n i s m ,  a n d  t h e  de fense  .of  ~ a r l e m e n t a r ~  pr iv i lege  w a s  occurr ing .  I t  b e c a m e  a 

popular .  c a u s e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  opposed t h e  a r b i t r a r y  p o w e r  of pope  and king. 

In t h e  1 7 4 0 s  r e s i s t a n c e '  t.o consc r ip t ion  f o r  t h e  mi l i t i a  joined t h e  c a t a l o g  of 

p rominen t .~ . conf l i c t s .  So did a t t a c k s  ori t h e  police s e n t  o u t  t o  p ick  u p  b e g g a r s ;  t h e  . 
. . 

police w e r e  rumored  t o  b e  sending t h e i r  v i c t ims  -- men,  women,  and  chi ldren  -- off 

t o  p o p u l a t e  L o u i s i a n a .  ( R e c a l l i n g  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  g l a z i e r  J a c q u e s - L o u i s  M e n g t r a  

ment ioned a n o t h e r  rumor: "They w e r e  tak ing  young boys  a n d  bleeding t h e m  t o  dea th ,  

so  t h e  blood could  b a t h e  a pr incess  s t r i cken  wi th  a n  i l l nes s  t h a t  o n l y  h u m a n  b l o o d  

could  cure"; Men6tra  1982: 34;  in Barbier 's  version of t h e  s a m e  t a l e ,  t h e  blood-bather 

was  a prince.) 

S m a l l  r u n - i n s  a m o n g  p o l i c e ,  vagrants ,  and  people  who  c a m e  t o  t h e  vagrants '  

. d e f e n s e  w e r e  eve ryday  a f f a i r s  in Par i s . .  On 28 J a n u a r y  1749,  fo r  example :  

- .  . G. D e l a c r o i x ,  b r i g a d i e r  o f  t h e  H o s p i t a l  Arche r s ,  w a s  going through the  rue  
Dauphine with his br igade  th i s  morning. They a r r e s t e d  a b e g g a r ,  w h o  by  h i s  

. shou t s  a n d  r e s i s t ance  aroused  t h e  populace  s o  much t h a t  for  his s a fe ty ,  and t o  
. .  . 

avoid t h e  m i s t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  w e r e  prepar ing  t o  g i v e  h i m ,  D e l a c r o i x  a n d  h i s  
.. b r i g a d e '  had t o  l e t  t h e  beggar  go. When h e  and h i s  br igade  were  passing t h e  

shop of  Auger t h e  h a t t e r ,  someone  t h r e w  s e v e r a l  p o t f u l s  o f  w a t e r  a n d  u r i n e  
f r o m  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r e y ,  which encouraged t h e  popu lace  t o  ga the r .  aga in  and t o  

' t h r o w  s tones  ( F a r g e  1979: 149). 



T h e  g r . e a t e s t  o f  a l l  s u c h  c o n f l i c t s  c a m e  in May 1750.: On Friday- t h e  22d, 

s eve ra l  Par i s ian  c rowds  a t t a c k e d  policem6n accused  of s e i z i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  s a c k e d  
. . 

' - t h e - ' h o u s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  t o o k  r e f u g e .  O n  S a t u r d a y ,  . p e o p l e  . b e s i e g e d .  a h o u s e  
. . 

sheltei-ink . a  pol ice  spy .near ' -  t h e  Church  of Saint-Roch.  A m e m b e r  of t he .  Watch  s h o t  

a man in t h e  belly. The  c rowd  responded by smashing  t h e  house's door  and  windows. 

Finally t h e  pol ice  g a v e  up  t h e i r  spy: "The people  . . . massac red  h im in a t r i ce ;  t h e y  

dragged him by t h e  f e e t ,  head  in t h e  g u t t e r ,  t o  t h e  house of M. Berryer ,  L ieu tenan t -  

Gene ra l  of t h e  police,  who l ives n e a r  s a i n t - ~ b c h . "  "We haven ' t  s e e n  such  a sedi t ion  

i n  f o r t y  y e a r s , "  c o m m e n t e d  Barbier  (111: 133,  136). A t  t h a t  poin t ,  h e  r epor t ed ,  t h e  

r e s i s t ance  t o  t h e  "lcidnapping" of beggars was  spreading  t h r o u g h  t h e .  p r o v i n c e s ,  a n d  . . 

providing t h e  occas ion  f o r  a major  s e r i e s  of b a t t l e s  in Toulouse. 

During t h a t  d e c a d e  of t h e  1750;, however ,  Barbier 's  journal  g a v e  m o r e  s p a c e  t o  

t h e  i n t e n s i f y i n g  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  J a n s e n i s m ,  a n d  t o  t h e  c lose ly - r e l a t ed  s t rugg le  

be tween  P a r l e m e n t  a n d  King .  H e  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  as wel l  as mul t ip le  conf l ik ts  ove r  t h e  p r i ce  a n d  supply of  food. 
- 

Toward  t h e  end  of t h e  d e c a d e ,  o n c e  t h e  Seven Y e a r s  War w a s  underway and news  of 

F r e n c h  l o s s e s  in Canada  coming in, Barbier  was  recording  a n o t h e r  t r i umphan t  r e tu rn  

of P a r l e m e n t  f r o m  exi le ,  and  i t s  r e s i s t ance  t o  t h e  imposi t ion of w a r  t axes .  H e  w a s  

a l s o  n o t i n g  t h e  c l a i m s  of s o m e  provincial  pa r l emen t s  a n d  pamphle t ee r s  t o  s p e a k  -for 
. . .  

t h e  Nation as a - w h o l e .  By 1 7 6 3 ,  a t  w a r ' s  e n d ,  h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  P a r l e m e n t  of Toulouse and t h e  Icing's r ep resen ta t ive ,  t h e  d u r  d e  Saiiit- 

J ames .  During t h e  year ' s  l a s t  days,  a n  assembly  of dukes  and pee r s  w a s -  mee t ing  in 

Pa r i s  t o  condemn t h e  P a r l e m e n t  o f  l 'oulouse for  i t s  p re sumptuoc~s  t r e a t m e n t  - o f  . one  of 

t he i r  own ( IV,  481-483). On t h a t  p r o p h e t i c  n o t e ,  B a r b i e r ' s  a c c o u n t s  o f  c o n f l i c t s  

. ended.  

What .  Hardy Saw,  1764-1789 

Barbier 's neighbor Sebas t ian  Hardy took up t h e  ch ron ic l e  in 1764,  'and cbntincled 



t o  1 7 8 9 .  H a r d y ,  b o r n  in  P a r i s  in 1729,  e n t e r e d  t h e  booksel lers '  gild in  1755. His 

shop, marked  wi th  a go'lden column,  s tood on . t h e  r u e  St .  ' J a c q u e s  nea r  t h e  r u e  de' la 

Pz i r chemine r i e ,  a b o u t  8 0  m e t e r s -  f r o m  t h e  . c o r n e r  of Barbier 's  rue  Galande .  ~ s a  

l i t e r a t e  and  well-connected shopkeeper  wi th  pignon su r  r u e  on  o n e  of t h e -  Pa r i s '  ma jo r  

a r t e r i e s ,  h e  could  eas i ly  k e e p  his e y e  on t h e  c i ty ' s  comings  and  goings. T h a t  h e  did: 

His  e i g h t  manusc r ip t  volumes  fo r  twenty-s ix  y e a r s  set down a n  e v e n  fu l le r  a c c o u n t  of  

Par i s ian  ' a f f a i r s  t h a n  Barbier 's seven  volumes  f o r  forty-f ive y e a r s  (B.N. F r  6680-6687; 

t h e  o n e  published volume c o n t a i n s  a n  a b r i d g e m e n t  o f  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l  

running f r o m  1764 t o  1773). 

L i k e  B a r b i e r ,  H a r d y  m a d e  i t  a p o i n t  to reco rd  rumors  a b o u t  publ ic  f igures ,  

sedi t ious  pos t e r s ,  major  ed i c t s ,  royal  ce l eb ra t ions ,  co lo r fu l  c r i m e s ,  and  t h e  i n c e s s a n t  

e x e c u t i o n s  a t  t h e  P l a c e  d e  ~ r & v e .  In t h e  1760s,  h e  had  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  r eco rd  t h e  

das t a rd ly  doings of t h e  marquis  d e  Sade ,  just as news  of Beaumarchais ,  Voltaire ,  and  

Benjamin Frankl in  e n t e r e d  his notebooks  f o r  t h e  1770s- Open conf l i c t s  only wen t  i n to  

t h e  journal as a s m a l l  p a r t  of t h e  iie\\:s. 
. . 

D u r i n g  t h e  1 7 6 0 s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  H a r d y  c a u g h t  wind of a major  food r io t  in 

Rouen (1768) and a rebel l ion  a g a i n s t  kidna;$ers o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  L y o n  (1769) .  H e  

ment ioned a n o t h e r  ex i l e  of t h e  P a r l e m e n t  o f  Br i t t any  (1769). In Pa r i s ,  h e  paid l i t t l e  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  indus t r ia l  con f l i c t s  going on during t h a t  decade ,  b u t  noted  

t h e  c i ty ' s  occas iona l  brawls,  kidnappings, and  popular  rebe l l ions  aga ins t  municipal  and  

royal  au tho r i t i e s .  

On 4 Ju ly  1768,  for  example ,  a r c h e r s  t r i ed  t o  a r r e s t  a young m a n  fo r  d e b t s  in 

t h e  r u e  St .  Honor&, and  t h e  young m a n  f l e d  i n t o  a s h o p .  T h e  a r c h e r s  f o l l o w e d ,  

a t t a c k i n g  bo th  t h e  shopkeeper  and his wife .  Then: 

A Body Guard  who witnessed t h e  s c e n e  w a s  ou t r aged  t o ' s e e  t h e m  mis t r ea t ing  
t h e  woman.  H e  took sword  in, hand apd fe l l  furiously upon t h e  a r c h e r s .  T h a t  

. -  i nc reased  t h e  d is turbance ,  and  many o t h e r  people  joined in. The  b a t t l e  g rew,  
l a s t i n g  : t h r e e  h o u r s  d e s p i t e  t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  W a t c h  squad.s  f r o m  s e v e r a l  
neighborhoods (B.N. Fr ' 66.80). 



This .  kas  o n e  of  t h e  t w o  b a s i c  s cena r ios  for  t h e  P a r i s i a n  brawl: E i the r  (as: in th is .  

c a s e )  a struggle b e g a n  wi th  r e s i s t ance  t o  a repress ive  act by au tho r i t i e s ,  o r  m e m b e r s  
. . * 

o f  t w o  compe t ing  groups began ba t t l i ng  a f t e r  a n  encoun te r  b e t w e e n  t h e m  tr ipped of f  

a d i s p u t e .  a b o u t '  p r ecedence ,  d e f e r e n c e ,  and  honor. . . 
. .  . 

In t h e  1 7 7 0 s ,  Hardy.  cont inued t o  . n o t e .  t h e  brawls,  , bu t  h e  a l so  r epor t ed  , m o r e  

f r e q u e n t  food r io ts ,  ag i t a t ion  o v e r  . ex i l e  and  r eca l l  of '  t h e  ~ a r l e m e n t s ,  and  burnings.  of 

minis te rs  . in  e f f igy  -- plus occas ional  news o f ,  t h e  rebel l ion aga ins t  England in. far-off 

-Amer i ca . .  T h e  1770s did no t  begin .auspic ious ly .  T o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  m a r r i a g e  of  Mar ie  

A n t o i n e t t e  o f  Aust r ia  t o  t h e  Dauphin,  grandson of t h e  king, t h e  c i t y  p u t  on a g r e a t  

show o f  f i r eworks  a t  t h e  P l a c e  L o u i s  XV.  l ' h e  f i r e w o r k s  w e r e  s p e c t a c u l a r  b u t ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  c o u n t ,  132 peop le  died in t h e  s t r e e t s  nea r  t h e  P l a c e ,  c rushed and  

t rampled  by t h e  crowd ( C a r n a v a l e t  1982: 77-78). T h e  e v e n t  a u g u r e d  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  

reign t o  c o m e  when t h e  Dauphin, a s  Louis XVI, occupied  t h e  th rone  in 1774. 

Among t h e  many s t rugg le s  ove r  food in t h e  1 7 7 0 s ,  H a r d y  r e p o r t e d  " p o p u l a r  
- 

e m o t i o n s "  i n  C a u d e b e c ,  Toulouse,  and Re ims  during Ju ly  1770, t h e n  a "considerable 

uprising" in Besangon during August  1771 (B.N. F r  6680). If n o  f o o d  r i o t s  e n t e r e d  
.& 

Hardy's  journal  fo r  1772, t h e  ' fol lowing y e a r  m a d e  up for  t h e  omission; Aix, Toulouse, 

~ o r d e a u x ,  Albi, and Marmande a l l  appea red  on  t h e  r o s t e r  . for  t h e  spr ing  o f .  1773. 

Ye t  1774 and 1775 l e f t -  t h e  previous y e a r s  f a r  behind. A t  t h e  d e a t h  of Louis 

XV i n ,  1774,  ~ u r ~ o t  rep laced  t h e  unpopular  a b b e  ~ e r r a ~  a s  Compt ro l l e r  Genera l .  T r u e  

. to .his  be l ie fs ,  Turgot  t r i ed  t o  s t i m u l a t e  c o m m e r c e , .  and  t h e r e f o r e  weal th ,  by ' f r ee ing  

t h e  'grain m a r k e t  f rom local ,  regional ,  o r  na t ional  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n , .  H e  
. . 

i n s i s t e d  on  h i s  principles desp i t e  t h e  pqor ha rves t  of 1774. H e  took a c h a n c e ,  and  

lost.  

1 7 7 5 ,  y e a r  of  t h e  ~ 1 0 " ;  War ( G u e r r e  d e s  Fa r ines )  - brought  'a chain  of l oca l  

rebel l ions to. Par i s '  hinter land.  On t h e  15th  of March,  Hardy noted  t h e  p r i ce  of b read  

for  t h e  . f i rs t  t i m e  t h a t  yea r ;  i t  had r isen six deniers ,  fro'm I1  sous  6 deniers  t o  12  



sous f o r  a four-pound loaf .  . F r o m  t h a t  t i m e  on ,  Hardy r eco rded  e a c h  p r i ce  rise. Fo r  

t h e  m a r k e t  of 26 April,  h e  r eg i s t e r ed -  a n  inc rease  t o  13s. 6d.; r e p o r t e d  a s e r i e s  o f  

provincial  food r io ts ,  and  sing!ed' o u t  t h e  o n e  in Dijon. The re ,  h e  said,  " the populace 
. . , . 

8. 
invaded t h e  house: of t h e  Sieur  d e  s a i n t - ~ o l o m b e ,  c o u n s e l o r  o f  t h e  l a t e  M a u p g o u  

P a r l e m e n t ;  who w a s  known t o  b e  o n e  of . , t h e  g ra in  monopolis ts ;  t hey  upse t  arid broke  
' 

everyth ing ,  and  s e a r c h e d  f o r  h im everywhere."  Well, no t  everywtiere:  Sa in t -Colombe 

managed t o  hide in a coalpi le .  T h e  crowd a l so  sacked  Saint-Colombe's  coun t ry  house,  

. c a r r y i n g  off  t h e  g r a i n  a n d  fodder  (B.N. F r  6682). . 

Soon a f t e r  fol lowed "popular emot ions"  in Ponto ise ,  Saint-Denis ,  Saint-Germain-  

en-Laye,  Versai l les ,  and  o t h e r  p l aces  nea r  Paris .  Peop le  began  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  king's 

coronat ion ,  s c h e d u l e d  t o  ' o c c u r .  in .Re ims  on 11 J u n e ,  would b e  postponed because  of  

, t h e  " fermenta t ion" .  In Versailles, on 2 May, peop le  f o r c e d  bake r s  t o  se l l  t he i r  b read  

a t  2 s o u s  a p o u n d ,  a n d  d e c l a r e d  " t h a t  t h e  s a m e  th ing  would happen eve rywhere ,  

inclciding Paris"  (A.N. K 1022). The  Flour War ' s  c r i t i c a l  b a t t l e  o c c u r r e d  i n  P a r i s  

i t s e l f  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  day. .. A t  t h e  m a r k e t  of 3 May, t h e  p r i ce  of  a four-pound loaf 

rose  t o  14  sous. Peop le  began t o  Seize t h e  b read  in t h e  m a r k e t ,  t h e n  t o  break  in to .  

t h e  shops  of bake r s  who did no t  open and yield the i r  s t o c k s  f ree ly .  This  t i m e  Hardy 

s a w  ac t ion  c lose  up: A crowd e n t e r e d  t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e  H a r d y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  P l a c e  

M a u b e r t ,  a n d .  m a d e  him turn  ove r  t h e  key to his  s to re room so they  could sea rch  f o r  

hoarded  grain.  They broke  in to  th'e shop n e x t  door  to s e i z e  t h e  b r e a d  a m e r c h a n t  

f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  m a r k e t  h a d  s t o r e d  t h e r e ,  a n d  l ikewise e n t e r e d  t h e  nearby shop of  

Hardy's brother-in-la\v. 

H a r d y  t h e r e f o r e  had t h e  c h a n c e  t o  n o t i c e  s e v e r a l  i n t e re s t ing  th ings  a b o u t  t h e  

"pillageis": t h a t  t h e y  were  mainly women  and  chi ldren ,  t h a t  t hey  took c a r e  t o  l eave  

u n t o u c h e d  o t h e r  m e r c t i a n d i s e  t h a n  b r e a d ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  s o m e  of t h e m  insisted on  

. p a y i n g ' f o r  t he i r  b read  a t  2 sous pe r  pound, a b o u t  t h ree - f i f t h s  o f .  t h e  c u r r e n t  ' m a r k e t  
. . 

p r i c e .  A f t e r ' a  s l o w  s t a r t ,  p o l i c e  , a n d  t r o o p s  c l e a r e d  t h e  s t r ee t s .  Armed gua rds  



p r o t e c t e d  e a c h .  b a k e r y  f o r  a b o u t  t w o  w e e k s ,  a n d  p a t r o l l e d  t h e  m a r k e t s  u n t i l  

November .  In be tween ;  a number  of  " s e d i t i 0 . u ~  p o s t e r s " .  a p p e a r e d  o n  P a r i s '  w a l l s .  

. . 
One  of  t h e m  read:  . . 

' I 

: Henry  V was  assass inafed .  .. 

. ~ o u i s ' . X V  just missed.  . . 

. . Louis XVI will b e  massac red  be fo re  h e  is c rowned  (B.N. F r  6682). 

( ~ o u i s  XV h a d  b e e n  " j u s t  m i s s e d "  by  D a m i e n s '  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t  in  1757. )  

Although g ra in  r io t s  ceased  wi th  t h e  h a r v e s t  of  1775,  Pa r i s  had o n e  l a s t  b a t t l e  in t h e  

c e n t r a l  m a r k e t ,  ove r  t h e  p r i c e  of eggs ,  in Februa ry  1776. Then,  in 1776, food r i a t s  

l e f t  P a r i s  f o r .  a d o z e n  y e a r s ;  t h e y '  o n l y  r e v i v e d  . i n ,  mid -1788 .  Outs ide  o f  Pa r i s ,  
- .  

conf l i c t s  ove r  f o o d  a l so  dec l ined .  T h e  l a rge  rebel l ion.  of  T o u l o u s e  in  , 1 7 7 8  w a s  a n  

excep t ion  - -  and ,  in any  c a s e ,  no t  so  much a food' r i o t  as a s t rugg le  be tween  mi l i t ia  

and  municipal i ty.  . . 

AS t h e  s t o r m  had grown around bread  p r i c e s  in town a f t e r  town,  a t e m p e s t  had 

blown a b o u t  t h e  Pa r l emen t s .  In h is  New Year ' s  Day no t i ce  f o r  1 7 7 2 ,  H a r d y  w r o t e  

tha t :  

Today personal  l e t t e r s  f r o m  Rouen to ld  m e  t h a t  ag i t a t ion  i s  growing f rom o n e  
clay t o  t h e  n e x t  because  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  High  C o u n c i l  ( C o n s e i l  
Sup6rieur).  Almost  a l l  m e m b e r s  of t h e  counci l  had t o  l eave  town for  f e a r  of 
being assass ina ted .  T h e  c u r e  o f  Saint-Maclou didn' t  d a r e  l eave  his p a r s o n a g e ,  
w h e r e  h e  w a s  m o r e  o r  less  held hos t age  by t h e  poor  of his parish,  whom h e  
couldn' t  help fo r  lack of resources.  T h e  c l e rgy ,  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  i n d e e d  a l l  t h e  
o rde r s  of Normandy s e e m  ready t o  r e b e l  aga ins t  t h e  policies  of t h e  Chancelor ,  
which a r e  beginning t o  h u r t  t h e m  badly (B.N. F r  6681). 

" T h e  C h a n c e l o r "  w a s  M a u p e o u ,  w h o s e  H i g h  Counci l s  were  supposed t o  b e c o m e  a n  

improved a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  r ecen t ly  ex i led  P a r l e m e n t s .  A f e w  d a y s  i n t o  t h e  n e w  

yea r ,  a crowd in Rollen fo rced  F icque t  d e  )Vormanville, a pres ident  of t h e  new High 

Council ,  t o  get o u t  o f  his  . ca r r i age ,  knee l  in t h e  m u d ,  a n d  p r o m i s e  n e v e r  a g a i n  t o  

a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s  of t h e  unpopular  body. . A b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  people had pos ted  a 

d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  and bui.lt a ga l lows t o  hang F icque t  : a n d  i n t e n d a n t  C r o s n e  ( w h o  a l s o  



s e r v e d  as F i r s t -  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  council) in ef-figy. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  sen't t roops '  to 

Rouen. The  e v e n t s .  of Rouen s e t  off hopeful  b u t  f a l s e  r u m o ' r s -  o f  t h e  C h a n c e l o r ' s  

firing. ~ a t e r  in t h e  y e a r ,  H a r d y  sail; g r a f f i t i  on P a r i s  walls: MaupCbu s c o u n d r e l ,  a 

C h a n c e l o r  f o r  h a n g i n g ,  a v i l l a i n  to  d r a w  a n d  
. . 

. . 

W h e n  ~ a u p e o u :  f i n a l l y  d-id g o  i n t o  e x i l e  i n  A u g u s t  1 7 7 4 ,  t h e  people .  o f  

'' 

Compiegne  ( t empora ry  seat of t h e  gove rnmen t )  s toned h is  c a r r i a g e .  Soon people w e r e  

burning dummies  of M a u p e 6 u  and  Compt ro l l e r  k e n e r a l  ~ e r r a y  in t h e  squa res  o f .  Paris .  

In t h e  ' p l a c e  .Dauphine, , t h e  .Chancelor ' s  d u m m y  was  m a d e  o f  a l a u n d r y  c a n  s t u f f e d  

wi th  s t r a w ,  t opped  ivith a head  and bedecked  wi th  a n  o ld  ' judicial robe;  people  t h e r e  

announced a D e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  P a r l e r n e n t ,  w h i c h  s e n t e n c e s  S i e u r  d e  ~ a u p C o u ,  

C h a n c e l o r  o f  F r a n c e ,  to b e  b u r n e d  a l i v e ,  h i s  a s h e s  s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  w i n d s  -- a 

punishment  immedia t e ly  v is i ted  upon t h e  dummy.  Two  d a y s  l a t e r ,  t h e  new Maupeou 

mannequin burned at Henry IV's s t a t u e  on t h e  P o n t  Neuf was  s t u f f e d  wi th  f i reworks.  

On ' 12  S e p t e m b e r ,  y e t  a n o t h e r  c rdwd  a t  t h e  . p i a c e  Dauphine innovated;  wi th  g ro t e sque  

fune ra l  ce remon ies ,  t hey  buried a n  ef f igy  of t h e  a b b e  Terray .  
0 

In Ju ly .  1774, ' t h e  people  of ~ o m ~ i e ' ~ n e  and P a r i s  h a d .  s i g n a l e d  . as d i r e c t l y  a s  
. . 

. . t hey :  d a r e d .  t h e i r  opposi t ion t o  t h e  new king's a p p a r e n t  in tent ion  t o  ma in ta in  his l a t e  
. . 

. . 

grandfa the r ' s  policies: -When t h e  king's c a r r i a g e  passed by,  t hey .  r ema ined  quit'e s i lent .  
. .  . 

("My people  a r e  r a t h e r  fickle," r emarked  t h e  king, "but I forg ive  them.  They have  no  
/ 

idea  wha t  good things I p lan  t o  d o  f o r  them": B.N. F r  6681). Bu t  t h e  people  knew 

t h e i r  preferences :  When t h e  king f inal ly s acked  Maupeou,  c rowds  began t o  shout  L o n g  

L i v e  t h e  King .  When t h e  Icing reca l led  t h e  old P a r l e m e n t  in November  1774, Paris '  

: f ishwives 'gave the i r  c u s t o m a r y  homage : . t hey  s e n t  a de legat ion  wi th  bouquets  of laure l  - - 

t o  c a l l  on  t h e  re turn ing  d igni ta r ies .  As  a focus  of  popular  d i s p l a y s  o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  

.. . o p p o s i t i ~ n ,  t h e  . s t rugg le  of king and P a r l e m e n t  p rac t i ca l ly  d isappeared  u n t i l  t h e  c r i s i s  

. . of t h e  l a t e r  1780s. 
. 2 

In 1 7 7 5 ,  a m i d  t h e  many conf l i c t s  ove r  food,  c a m e  news of t h e  r e tu rn  of t h e  ' 

. . 
. . 

, 



provincial  Pa r l emen t s  t o  t he i r  funct ions.  Then t h a t  s t rugg le ,  too ,  subsided , f o r  years .  

, During t h e  l a t e r  1770s, Hardy's journal c a r r i e d  m o r e  news abo'ut i n s u r g e n t s  i n ,  N o r t h  . 
. . 

Amer ica  than  a b o u t  a n y  in' France': In 1777,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  c loses t  th ing  ~ a r i ' s  s aw 

t o  rebel l ion w a s  t h e  a r r iva l  in Versai l les  of t h e  f e w  m e m b e r s  of a p e a s a n t  de legat ion  

f r o m  A l s a c e  w h o  h a d  e s c a p e d  a r r e s t  by royal  t r o o p s  e n  rou te ;  t hey  had set o u t  t o  

compla in  of t h e  c o r v e e s  imposed by the i r  a b b o t  over lord .  An o c c a s i o n a l  t u r n o u t ,  a 

f i g h t  o v e r .  p r e c e d e n c e  - i n  p r o c e s s i o n s . ,  a t t a c k s  o n  c u s t o m s  guards ,  s t u d e n t  brawls  . 
. . 

marked  t h e  n e x t  half-dozen .yea r s .  

During t h e  ea r ly  1780s, indeed,  a s t r ee t - l eve l  obse rve r  would have  t o  have  been  

c l a i rvoyan t  t o  know t h a t  a revolut ion was  in t h e  off ing.  T h e  new d e c a d e  did, t o  b e  

su re ,  br ing con t rove r s i e s  ove r  such  subversive books  as Choder los  d e  Lenclos'  Liaisons 

dang&reuses,  Mercier 's  Tableau  d e  Faris ,  - a n d  Rousseau's  Confessions.  (In his  e n t r y  fo r  
. . 

.. 1 7  J u n e  1 7 8 2 ,  H a r d y  c a l l e d  t h e  ~ o n f e s s i k s  "singular and  bizarre": B.N. F r  6684.) 

But  t h e  g r e a t  public  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o o n  f l i g h t s  by  t h e  M o n t g o l f i e r  

b ro the r s  of t h e  Vivara'is, t h e  t r i umphan t  r e tu rn  o f  t h e  marquis  d e  L a f a y e t t e  f r o m  t h e  

Amer ican  war ,  t h e  end  of t h a t  w a r .  in 1783'  and ,  t h e  previous  year , .  celeb'rations for  

t h e  b i r th  of  a n o t h e r  Dauphin. 

A n o t e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c a u t i o n  e n t e r e d  t h e  planning for  t hose  celebr'ations. 

As  Hardy noted:  

T o  d i v i d e  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  a m u s e  t h e m  at t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  P r e v o t  d e s  
Marchands  and  Echevins took t h e  p r e c a u t i o n  t o  p l a c e  t h e  d a n c e  h a l l s  w i t h  
o r c h e s t r a s ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  bread ,  wine,  and  m e a t  as ~ v e l l  as q u a r t e r s  of 
t u rkey  in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  cap i t a l ,  such  as t h e  new g ra in  m a r k e t  in t h e  
S t .  H o n o r e  q u a r t e r  ( i t  was  ,beautiful ly a r r anged) ,  t h e  new vea l  m a r k e t  in t h e  
P l a c e  Mauber t  q u a r t e r ,  and  t h e  old half-moon of t h e  Boulevard Sa in t -  A n t o i n e ,  
etc. etc. (B.N. F r  6684, 21 Janua ry  1782). 

- Two days  l a t e r ,  ' they  held a masked .ba l l  i n .  t h e  H o t e l  de Ville, wi th  i l lumination and  
, 

f i r eworks  in t h e ' a d j a c e n t  Place:  d e  Greve .  

T h e  o'pen c o n f l i c t s  o f  ' t he  e a r l y  1 7 8 0 s '  l ikewise had an a l m o s t  frivolous air .  

Hardy noted  subs t an t i a l  s tuden t  b a t t l e s  w i th .  gua rds  in 1780,  1781, and  1784, t h e  l a s t  



of t h e m  a r e b e l l i o n  o f  r h e t o r i c  s t u d e n t s  a g a i n s t  a n  unpopular examina t ion  quest ion.  

In t h e  s u m m e r  of 1784, night  a l t e r  night ,  t h e r e  ' w a s  a . c h a r i v a r i .  n e a r  t h e  P a l a i s  d e  ' 

J u s t i c e  o n .  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  marr iage  bf a s i ~ t ~ - ~ e a r - o l d  widow f ru i t se l le r  t o  a 

. younger goldsmi th  t o  \vhom s h e  signed o v e r ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  previously d e s t i n e d  f o r  h e r  

chi ldren.  . . .  T h a t  uf in ter ,  people  snowballed t h e  c a r r i a g e  of Lenoir ,  ~ i e u t e n a n t '  Gene ra l  

, of P o l i c e , a f t e r  . h i s  e f f o r t s  at organizing snow r e m o v a l  proved ine f f ec tua l .  

. A t  f i r s t -  g l a n c e , .  1 7 8 5  r e s e m b l e d  its p r e d e c e s s o r s :  i t  b e g a n  ' w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  

c ross ing  o f ' t h e  Channel  in a balloon, con t inued  w i t h  t h e  a r r e s t  of Beaumarchais  fo r  .a 

sassy  l e t t e r  pr in ted  in t h e  J o u r n a l  d e  .Pa r i s ,  and  e n d e d  wi th  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  Col lege  

-Maza r in  b e a t i n g  up. a wigmaker 's  he lper  as t h e y  c a m e  o u t  of  c l a s s .  B u t  1 7 8 5  a l s o '  

b r o u g h t  c o n f l i c t s  r eca l l i ng  t h e  popular mobi l iza t ion  of  a dozen y e a r s  ear l ie r .  T h a t  

y e a r  peop le  f o r m e d  English-style Klubs ( a s  Hardy spe l led  t h e m )  in t h e  f r e e  z o n e  o f  

t h e  Pa la i s  Royal. A round of industr ial  con f l i c t s  began,  and cont inued in to  t h e  n e x t  

yea r .  A t  t h e  s t a r t  of May, Lenoir bare ly  a v e r t e d  a sma l l  rebe l l ion  w h e n  b u t t e r  i n  

t h e  c e n t r a l  m a r k e t  wen t  t o  42 sous pe r  pound (by November ,  consumers  w e r e  forc ing  

t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  h i g h - p r i c e d  s p r e a d  b e l o w  i t s  c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  v a l u e ) .  S h o r t l y  

t h e r e a f t e r  , process ions  of vi l lagers  . began t o  t r o o p  through Paris '  s t r e e t s  to t h e  new 

St .  Genev ieve  c h u r c h  in o rde r  t o  pray ' for  a n  end  t o  t h e  t e r r ib l e  drought .  In June ,  a 

song set t o  t h e  t u n e  of t h e  vaudevil le  of  Beaumarcha i s '  new F iga ro  was  c i r cu la t ing  at 
. . 

t h e  expense  of Lenoir 's reputa t ion .  The  f o u r t h  v e r s e  ran: 

Voiez ce R a m a s .  d e  Cu i s t r e s ,  

. . ~ r G t r e s ,  Moines et PrGlats; 

Procureurs ,  Juges ,  Ministres ,  

Medecins et Magis t ra t s ;  
. . 

C e s  Unifor'mes s in is t res  

Leur t i ennen t  lieu d e  Scavoi r ;  

Ah!. Que  d ' snes  sous  l e  Noir . . . Bis - 



. . (B.N. F r  6655). 

All t h i s  had t h e  b r e a t h  .of revol t .  . . 
. . .  

. . R e v o l t  l i k e w i s e a p p e a r e d  i H  t h e  r e p o r t s  f r o m  Coueron,  nea r  Nantes ,  where  

e a r l y  in July m o r e  than  a thousand inhabi tan ts  g a t h e r e d  t o  t e a r  down hedgerows and  

c u t  a l l  t h e  fodde r  on t h e  land leased  f r o m  t h e  c rown  by fou r  o r  f i ve  seigneurs.  1785 

brought  a l a rge  s t r i k e  of cons t ruc t ion  workers ,  in t h e  c o u r s e  of which t h e  aggr ieved  

j o u r n e y m e n  t u r n e d  o u t  a l l  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e s ,  h e l d  a n  assembly  in t h e  P l a c e  

~ e n d c m e ,  and  marched  t o  Lenoi r t s  o f f i c e  t o  demand  a hear ing .  Pa r i s  a l so  produced a 

b rawl  a m o n g  Swiss mercena r i e s ,  o t h e r  soldiers ,  and c iv i l ians  at t h e  Pala is  Royal, and 

a f o r c e d  s a l e  of  b u t t e r  in t h e  c e n t r a l  m a r k e t .  1 7 8 5 ,  t h e n ,  w a s  a c o n f l i c t - r i d d e n  

yea r .  

So  were  a l l  t h e  yea r s  t h a t  iol lowed,  r ight  up in to  t h e  Revolut ion.  1786 opened 

u p  w i t h  c o n c e r t e d  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  P a r i s i a n  e r r a n d - b o y s  t o  a n e w  s y n d i c a t e  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  o r g a n i z e d  f o r  p a c k a g e  del ivery;  t h e  errand-boys '  ac t ion  included a 

m a r c h  t o  Versai l les ,  on 11 Janua ry ,  t o  compla in  d i r ec t ly  t o  t h e  king. O t h e r  worke r s  

f o l l o w e d :  journeymen c a r p e n t e r s  of Pa r i s  c la iming the i r  cont inued r i g h t  t o  c a r r y  .off 

\ ~ o o d  sc raps  f r o m  t h e  job, workers  of Lyon p ro te s t ing  a new innkeepers t  t a x  imposed 

by t h e  bisho.p, on accoun t  of which t h e  innkeepers had s imply  shu t  t he i r  doors ,  and  s o  

on. 

Hardy Sees  A Revolut ion 

Although 1785 and 1786 ce r t a in ly  brought  p lenty  of t u m u l t ,  in 1787 t h e  qua l i t y  

o f  c o n f l i c t  changed.  I t  took on a revolut ionary edge.  In convoking t h e  Assembly of 

~ o t a b l e s  f o r  F e b r u a r y  1 7 8 7 ,  t h e  k i n g  a n d  h i s  . m i n i s t e r s  hoped t o  =i rcumvent  t h e .  

obs t ruc t ive  Parl .ements:  discover ways of reducing o r  suppor t ing  t h e  b u d g e t - b r e a k i n g  

na t ional  d e b t ,  and in t roduce .  a p rog ram of admin i s t r a t ive  r e f o r m .  They fai led.  Royal  

po.pularity decl ined.  The  f ishwives of Par i s ,  f o r  example ,  cance l l ed  t h e i r  c u s t o m a r y  

14 August march  t o  Versai l les  t o  g ive  t h e  queen  a bouquet  . on  t h e  e v e  of Assumption. 



Only  pressure  f r o m  l i e u t e n a n t  Gene ra l  of Po l i ce  T h i r o u x  d e  ~ r o s n e , .  r epo r t ed  Hardy,  

made '  t h e  ' f ishwives g o  s a l u t e  t h e  king o n .  25 August ,  t h e  f e a s t  of h i s  n a m e s a k e  ' S t .  

Lou is. 

- . By mid-August,  t h e  king was  aga in  exi l ing  t h e '  P a r l e m e n t  of P a r i s  -- th i s  t i m e  
, . 

t o  Troyes.  Immedia t e ly  a f t e r ,  h e  sent his. b r o t h e r s  t o : h o l d  l i t s  d e  just ice (sessions in 

w h i c h  t h e  k i n g  i m p p s e d  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  d i r e c t l y ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  a n d  a r b i t r a r i l y  on. a 
- "legislative process)  wi th  t h e  C h a m b r e  d e  C o m p t e s  and  t h e  Cour  d e s  A i d e s ,  . i n  o r d e r  

t o  l e g i t i m a t e  new t a x e s .  When t h e  ~ a r l e m e n t a i r e s  . a r r ived  i n  Troyes ,  t hey  r e c e i v e d  

- .heroes1 welcomes .  

Law c l e rks ,  as usual,  moved in to  ac t ion .  They burned e d i c t s  and w r o t e  

sedi t ious  p lacards ,  a s  o t h e r  people  a t t a c k e d  p o l i c e  s p i e s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t .  Whi l e  t h e  

c l e r k s  o f  t h e  C h a t e l e t  ta lked  of occupying t h a t  c o u r t ,  whi le  t h e  Cha te l e t ' s  g e n e r a l  

assembly  s e n t  a depu ta t ion  t o  t h e  king deplor ing  t h e  e x i l e  of  P a r l e m e n t ,  t roops  began  

t o  p a t r o l  t h e  cour tya rd  and surroundings of t h e  Pa la i s  d e  Jus t i ce .  Meanwhile, news 

a r r ived  of t h e  Bordeaux'  Pa r l emen t ' s  ex i l e  t o  Libourne,  and  of s t a t e m e n t s  suppor t ing  

t h e  exi led  P a r l e m e n t s  f r o m  the i r  co l leagues  e l sewhere  who w e r e  s t i l l  in place.  

L a t e  in S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  king g a v e  way; h e  suspended t h e  c o n t e s t e d  n e w  t a x e s  

i n  f a v o r  'of a s u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h e  o l d  o n e s ,  t h e r .  r eca l l ed  t h e  P a r l e m e n t .  t o  Paris .  

P red ic t ab ly ,  ce l eb ra t ions  -- breaking  of shopfronts ,  s e t t i n g  of f  of f i r ec racke r s ,  burning 

o f '  ~ & l b n " e ' s  e f f i g y ,  a n d  s o  o n  -- b e g a n  a r o u n d  t h e  Pa la i s  d e  Jus t ice .  When t h e  

spec ia l  session of P a r l e m e n t  began,  p e o p l e  c h e e r e d  a n d  f i s h w i v e s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  
. . 

h0.uqu.e t S  t o  , r e t u r n i n g  judges .  T h u s  began a new se r i e s  of con f ron ta t ions  be tween  

P a r l e m e n t  a n d  monarch ,  t h e s e  ove r  a g r e a t  loan to cc.ver t h e  m o u n t i n g  d e b t .  T h e  

k i n g  s o u g h t  t o  w e a k e n  t h e  P a r l e m e n t -  by e x c l u d i n g  p r i n c e s  a n d  p e e r s  f r o m  i t s  

de l ibera t ions ,  exi l ing t h e  f r a c t i o u s  duc  d1Orl6ans,  and  a r r e s t i n g  t w o  leading counselors .  

Nor did Pa r i s  have  t h e  only conf;ontations: As  t h e  y e a r  1787 d r e w  t o  a close,' Hardy 

hea rd  t h a t .  . Louis . s e n t  t roops  t o  ~ i b o u r n e .  T h e .  king sough t  t o  f p r c e  Bordeaux' ex i led  . 

. . 



P a r l e m e n t  t o  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  t w o  unpleasant  a l t e rna t ives :  a )  r e g i s t e r i n g ,  t h e  l a t e s t  

d e c r e e s  ( th is  t ime '  c r e a t i n g  provincial  assembl ies)  and  b) dissolving. 

T h e  Pa r l e rnen t s  did no t  g ive  up. On 1 7  ~ a n u a r ~  -1788 t h e  P a r l e m e n t  of  P a r i s  
. . 

s e n t  a ful l ,  f o r m a l  depu ta t ion  t o  t h e  king iri Versailles; t hey  w e r e  to p l e a d  f o r  t h e  

r e c a l l  o f  t h e  d u c  d l O r l e a n s  and  t h e  r e l e a s e  of t h e i r  t w o  imprisoned colleagues.  I t  

was  t h e  f i r s t  of many pos tu l an t  pa r l emen ta ry  pa rades ,  a l l  of t h e m  rebuf fed  t o  s o m e  

d e g r e e .  F r o m  T o u l o u s e ,  e a r l y .  in  M a r c h ,  a r r i v e d  t h e  news t h a t  roya l  a g e n t s  had 

a r r e s t e d  t h e  Advoca te  G e n e r a l  o f  t h a t  c i t y ' s  P a r l e m e n t  a n d  f o r c e d  a n  i r r e g u l a r  

r eg i s t r a t ion  of-  t h e  l a t e s t  t a x  law. Crowds  in Toulouse showed the i r  suppor t  for  t h e  

P a r l e m e n t ,  and  t r i ed  t o  burn t h e  h o u s e  o f  L a n g u e d o c ' s  m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d e r .  S i x  

w e e k s  l a t e r ,  r o y a l  a g e n t s  i n  T o u l o u s e  d i s s o l v e d  a royal  r eg imen t ,  many of whose 

o f f i c e r s  re fused  t o  t a k e  p a r t  in t h e  a r r e s t  of t h e  Pa r l emen t ' s  Advoca te  Genera l .  

Par i s '  P a r l e m e n t  cont inued t o  send so l emn  r e m o n s t r a n c e s  t o  t h e  king, and  t h e  

king con t inued  t o  bypass t h e m .  Hardy began t o  speak  of " the  f u t u r e  r e v o l u t i o n "  -- 

no t  t h e  ove r tu rn  of t h e  monarchy,  b u t  on th: c o n t r a r y  t h e  monarchy's  des t ruc t ion  of 

t h e  P a r l e m e n t .  On t h e  night  of 4 May, royal  pol ice  m a d e  a n  unsuccessful  a t t e m p t  t o  

a r r e s t  t w o  counse lo r s  in Par i s .  The  fol lowing day ,  while  t h e  Pa r l emen t ' s  de legat ion  

was  in Versai l les  vainly seeking  t o  p r o t e s t  o n c e  m o r e ,  t roops  surrounded t h e  Pala is  d e  

J u s t i c e .  T h e y  a l l o w e d  no  o n e  t o  e n t e r  o r  leave .  They demanded  t h e  sur render  of 

counse lors  Duval  and  Goislard. Members  of t h e  shou ted  "unanimously", w r o t e  Hardy,  

W E  ARE ALL DUVAL AND GOISLARD. YOU'LL HAVE TO ARREST US ALL! 

(6 .N.-  F r  6686). A f t e r  f a r e w e l l  s p e e c h e s ,  n e v & r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  t w o  c o u n s e l o r s  g a v e  

themselves  up t h e  nex t  day ,  6 May. A s  t h e y  rode  off  in a carr iage, ,  peop'le who v..ere 

nea r .  . . t h e  Pa la is  d e  J u s t i c e  .a lmost  succeeded  in l ibera t ing  them.  (Two days  

l a t e r ,  young people  chased .  t h e  a r r e s t ing  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  ~ o h t e  dlArgoult ,  f r o m  t h e  P l a c e  

Dauphine.) Reflexively,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  P a r l e m e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  e n a c t e d  a f o r m a l  

r e q u e s t  for  t he i r  l iberat ion.  



C o n f r o n t a t i o n  u . a s  sha rpen ing .  A t  t h e  l i t  d e  just ice of ~ e r s a i l l e s  on 8 May, 
. . . . 

. . 
t h e  ~ i r l e m e n t  a c t u a l l y  . r e f u s e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  r o y a l  d e c r e e s .  i n v o l v i n g  m a j o r  

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  F rance ' s  c o u r t s  and f i s ca l  admin i s t r a t ion .  Abou t  t h i s  t i m e  Hardy 

began t o  use  t h e  word "patr iot"  t o  descr ibed  principled opponen t s  of t h e  king. 

N e w s  o f  p a t r i o t i c  oppos i t i on  a r r ived  f r o m  Toulouse,  Rouen,  Rennes,  Aix, and  

especia l ly  Grenoble .  In Toulouse,  t h e  P a r l e m e n t  w e n t  s o  f a r  as t o  h a v e  t h e  in t endan t  

' 

of Or leans ,  b e a r e r  of - t h e  king's orders ,  a r r e s t e d .  and  b a r r e d  f r o m  t h e  c i ty .  Still ,  t h e  

c e n t r a l  a c t i o n  cont inued to happen in Paris :  unauthor ized  de l ibe ra t ions  and  refusa ls  t o ' ,  

' d e l i b e r a t e  o n  t h e ,  p a r t  of  lawyers  at t h e  ~ h ^ a t e l e t ,  c h e e r s  fo r  subversive s t a n z a s  at 
. . 

' t h e  t h e a t e r , .  dec l a ra t ion  of e m p l o y e e s  o f  . t h e  k i n g l s  o w n  G r a n d  C o u n c i l  t h a t  t h e y  

w o u l d  n o t  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  proposed new c o u r t s ,  a n d  s o  on. On 25 May, Hardy 

ment ioned a pos t e r  a t  t h e  Pa la i s  d e  J u s t i c e  reading': . . 

P a l a c e  fo r  s a l e ,  

Counse lors  fo r  r e n t ,  

Ministers  t o  hang,  

Crown  t o  g ive  away.  

(B.N. F r  6686) 

Ten  days  l a t e r ,  Hardy opined t h a t  "In t h e  d isorder  caused  by t h e  c u r r e n t  Revolut ion,  

. . r o y a l  s e c u r i t i e s  ' h a d  l o s t  t h e i r  v a l u e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c a r r y  o n  a n y  

comme.rc ia l  deal ing" . . (B.N. F r  6686, 5 J u n e  1788). Minor b a t t l e s  b e t w e e n  poli.ce and  

s t r e e t  c rowds  mult ipl ied.  Altliough law c l e rks  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s p e a r h e a d  t h e  a t t a c k s ,  

t hey  did not  work a lone .  On 16 June ,  for  e x a m p l e ,  a c rowd  m a d e  t h e  police r e l ease  

a g roup  of mig ran t  ag r i cu l tu ra l  laborers  t hey  had a r r e s t e d  in t h e  r u e  d e s  Lombards. 

Word c a m e  o f  nea r - in su r rec t ions  in Dijon, Rennes ,  Pau ,  and G r e n ~ b l e ,  not  t o  

. ment ion  pugnacious dec l a ra t ions  f r o m  B half-dozen o t h e r  ~ a r l e m e n  ts. 0-f  ~ r e n b b l e ,  

Hardy hea rd  t h a t  5,000 a r m e d  men had descended  f r o m  t h e  mountains t o  de fend  t h e  

m e m b e r s  of t h e  Par ' lement  f r o m  r o y a l  s e q u e s t r a t i o n ,  f o r c e d  o p e n  t h e  c i t y  g a t e s ,  
. . 



d r a g g e d  t h e  ~ a r l e m e - n t ' s  F i r s t  P re s iden t  back in to  t h e  c i ty , .  sacked p a r t  of . . the c i t y ,  

and  fough t  royal  t roops  in t h e  s t r e e t s  Those  e v e n t s ,  which occu r red  on 7 June ,  c a m e  

t o  b e  known as t h e  Day of Tiles. In Ju ly ,  t h e  Icing's m e n  jailed a dozen  d e l e g a t e s  of 

Br i t tany ' s  nobility a f t e r  t hey  a r r ived  in Pa r i s  t o  lay t h e i r  g r i evances  b e f o r e  t h e  king 

a n d  t h e n  b e g a n  t o  o r g a n i z e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r .  c l a i m s ;  t h e  B r e t o n s  s t ayed  in t h e  

Bas t i l le  un t i l  S e p t e m b e r .  P a r i s '  a n o n y m o u s  p o s t e r s  b e g a n  t o  t h r e a t e n  a g e n e r a l  

r e b e l l i o n .  W h a t  i s  m o r e ,  H a r d y  s t a r t e d  t o  n o t e  b lockage  and se i zu re  of g ra in  o r  

b r e a d  in t h e  provinces;  i t  was  a dozen  y e a r s  s ince  food r i o t s  h a d  o c c u r r e d  o n  a n y  

sca l e .  A r m e d  gua rds  r eappea red  in t h e  m a r k e t s  of Par i s .  T h e  c i t y  r e tu rned  to t h e  

qui-vive of t h e  mid-1770s. 

In August ,  noisier. ce lebra t ions  than  e v e r  be fo re  g r e e t e d  t h e  res ignat ion  of ch ief  

minister .  Lomhnie  d e  Brienne and t h e  naming of Necke r  as c h i e f  m i n i s t e r .  O n  t h e  

2 7 t h ,  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  P l a c e  D a u p h i n e  w a t c h e d  a m o c k  t r i a l  o f  C a r d i n a l  Brienne,  
! 

c o m p l e t e  wi th  d u m m y  in episcopal  robes. " ~ f t e r  having c a r r i e d  t h e  mannequin t o  t h e  

eques t r i an  s t a t u e  of Henry IV," wro te  Hardy,  "and a f t e r  having pushed him down on  

his  k n e e s  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a t u e ,  t hey  c a r t e d  h i m  a l l  a r o u n d  t h e  s q u a r e .  T h e n ,  a f t e r  

r ead ing  h im his d e a t h  sen tence ,  and making him ask  fo rg iveness  of God, t h e  King, t h e  

Judic iary ,  and  t h e  Nat ion ,  t h e y  l i f t e d  h i m  i n t o  t h e  a i r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a p o l e  s o  

e v e r y o n e  c o u l d  see him b e t t e r ,  and f inal ly t h r e w  him o n t o  a n  already-l ighted pyre' ' 

I 

(B.N. F r  6687). T h e  r ingleaders  -- no doubt  m a i n l y  l a w  c l e r l < s  -- l i k e w i s e  r e a d  a 

m o c k  d e c r e e  a g a i n s t  C h a n c e l o r  L a m o i g n o n ,  who  w a s  responsible fo r  t h e  sweeping 

judicial reorganiza t ion  t h e  gove rnmen t  was  a t t e m p t i n g .  L a t e  t h a t  night  run-ins nea r  

t h e  Pala is  d e  J u s t i c e  be tween  t roops  and youngs ters  produced ser ious  injuries. 

Ear ly  in t h e  evening of t h e  28th ,  t h e  Watch  b locked off  e n t r i e s  t o  t h e  P l a c e  
I 

D a u p h i n e .  j e u n e s s e ,  s e c o n d 6 e  par  une populace  nombreuse  (as  Hardy descr ibed  L a  

t h e m )  a t t a c k e d  t h e  blockades and killed t h r e e  soldiers. Abou t  f i f ty  p e o p l e  l e f t  t h e  

f r a y  w o u n d e d  (B .N.  F r  6687). By t h e  29tti, t h e  Watch  had  managed to align many . 

. . 

. . 
I . . 



young people  aga ins t  i t .  T h a t  n ight ,  r epo r t ed  Hardy,  

To\vard seven o'clock a t  night ,  t h e  Foo t  Watch  a n d  t h e  H o r s e  W a t c h  h a v i n g  
b e e n  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  appea r  in t h e  P a l a c e  Q u a r t e r ,  and t h e  rowdy youngs ters ,  
backed by t h e  populace,  who had planned t o  c o m e  d e c l a r e  a s o r t  of open w a r  
o n  t h e  W a t c h ,  w e r e  e m b o l d e n e d  by t h e i r  a b s e n c e ;  t h e  youngs ters  began t o  
g a t h e r  on P o n t  Neuf a n d  a t  t h e  P l a c e  D a u p h i n e ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  w h i c h  
p e o p l e  h a d  t o  c l o s e  a l l  t h e  s h o p s  a n d  i l l u m i n a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c a d e s  of a l l  t h e  
houses  a l o n g  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  r u e  d u  H a r l a y .  T o w a r d  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  t h e  
p o p u l a c e  o f  t h e  f a u b o u r g  S t .  A n t o i n e  and  t h e  faubourg  S t .  Marce l  c a m e  t o  
swel l  t h e  number  of t h e  loca l  s m a r t  a l e c k s .  T h e  d i s o r d e r  g r e w  a n d  g r e w ;  
i n s t e a d  o f  s t i c k i n g  t o  ligi;ting f i r e c r a c k e r s ,  which w e r e  a l r eady  bo the r some  
enough t o  t h e  inhabi tan ts ,  t hey  then  l i t  a big f i r e  in t h e  middle  of t h e  P l a c e  
Dauphine. They fed  t h e  f i r e  wi th  anyth ing  they  could  find in t h e  vicini ty,  such  
as t h e  sent ine l ' s  guardhouse  f r o m  t h e  P o n t  Neuf nea r  t h e  s t a t u e  of t h e  b ronze  
h o r s e ,  t h e  s t a n d s  o f  o r a n g e  a n d  l e m o n  m e r c h a n t s  in t h e  s a m e  p lace ,  which 
w e r e  m a d e  of s imple  planks,  and  t h e  gr i l l s  of  poul t ry  m e r c h a n t s  f r o m  t h e  Quai  
d e  l a  Vallee,  a l l  at t h e  risk of burning t h e  nearby  houses. On t h a t  f i r e  t hey  
burned t h e  e f f igy  of Monseigneur d e  Lamoignon,  t h e  c u r r e n t  F r e n c h  Minister  of 
Jus t i ce ,  a f t e r  having h im d o  public  penance  f o r  h is  wrongdoing (B.N. F r  6687). 

Be fo re  t h e  n ight  ended  a l a rge  crowd had conf ron ted  t h e  P a r i s  Guard  in t h e  P l a c e  d e  

Greve ,  and  seven  o r  e igh t  people  had .d ied  (Rud; 1959: .32).  w i th '  t h e  . t h r e a t  'o f  new 

gather ings ,  wi th  a n  a t t a c k  of t h e  guardhouse  of t h e  I le -  S t .  L o u i s ,  a n d  w i t h  b r e a d  

.prices s t i l l .  rising, d e t a c h m e n t s  of Watch,  F rench  Guards,  and  Swiss Guards  w e r e  soon . '  

patrol l ing Par is i  n i a rke t s  and  gatl,ering-plac&s. Supp lemen ta ry  . t roops  a r r ived  - in , P a r i s  

o n  5 S e p . t e m  b e r .  Inevitably,  confi-ontat ions b e t w e e n  t roops  a n d  civi l ians took p lace .  

A case in poin t  i s  t h e  scu f f l e  b e t w e e n  F rench  Guards  and  a l emonade -  vendor at t h e  

St. Mart in G a t e  on 13 S e p t e m b e r ;  when t h e  t r o o p s  o rde red  h im t o  move,  h e  res i s ted ,  

and  bys t ande r s  s u p p o r t e d .  him. 

T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  C h a n c e l o r  L a m o i g n o n l o s t  h i s  job, and  t h e  f e s t iv i t i e s  of t h e  

P l a c e  Dauphine began again .  (Lamoignon was  he i r  t o  t h e  f ief  of Basville,  o n c e  t h e  

s e a t  o f  L a n g u e d o c ' s  s t u r d y  in t endan t  Lamoignon d e  Basville; hence  i t .  was no g r e a t  . 

t r ick  fo r  t h e  day's  vers i f ie rs  t o  t u r n  o u t  s a r c a s t i c  e u l o g i e s  d e d i c a t e d  "a. B a s v i l l e  

L a m o i g n o n U ,  \\'hich -.easily r ead  aloud a s  "a bas ,  v i le  Lamoignon". Six 'months l a t e r ,  

t h e  r e j ec t ed  Larnoignon took h is  r i f l e  o u t  to t h e  middle of h i s  B a s v i l l e  estate,  a n d  

s h o t  . h i m s e l f  to d e a t h . )  T h i s  t i m e  t h e  b u r n i n g  d u m m i e s  . r e p r e s e n t e . d  n o t  o n l y  



. Lamoign.o.n a n d  Br i enne  bu t  asso c h e v a l i e r  Dubois, c o m m a n d e r  , of t h e  'Watch. ' When 

t h e  k-ing r e c a l l e d  t h e ' . P a r l e m e n t  o f  P a r i s  a .  w e e k  l a t e r . ,  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  p a r a d e s ,  . . 

. . f i r e c r a c k e r s ,  i 'lluminations br ightened f a r  m o r e  of  t h e  c i t y  t h a n  t h e  P l a c e  Dauphine. 

. . A t  .once; t h e  P a r l e m e n t ,  which had a l r eady  p u t  a ban  on - f i r e w o r k s ,  i s s u e d  a d e c r e e  

forbidding con ten t ious  ga ther ings .  

. . In t h e  d a y s .  . . t o  co 'me ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  contentiol-1s ga the r ings  continued.  ~ e w s  
. . 

ar r ived  o f  Necker 's  suspension of work on t h e  con t rove r s i a l  new c u s t o m s  wall  ringing 

Par ' i i  ( t h a t  suspension,  for  a l l  i t s  populari ty . in  o t h e r  q u a r t e r s ,  pu t  4,000 men o u t  of 

work); t h e r e  w a s  word of t h e  r e t u r n  of provinc ia l  P a r l e m e n t s  t o  t he i r  h o m e  towns;  of 

a n e w  A s s e m b l y  o f  Notables ;  of more  popular  r e s i s t ance  t o  t h e  Watch's policing of 

' . . t h e  s t r ee t s ; .  o f .  ever-r is ing b i e a d  prices;  but ,  f o r -  t h e -  r e s t  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  n o t  o f  f o o d  

r iots .  

Food r io t s  c a m e  i n  the '  ea r ly  spring of 1789.  Be fo re  t h e  food r iots ,  s t ruggles  

b e t w e e n  .nob le s  and  Third E s t a t e  in Rennes  and  Fon ta ineb leau .  T h e n ,  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  

S i e y e s '  t e m p o r a r i l y  a n o n y m o u s  p a m p h l e t  "What is t h e  Third Estate?", which Hardy 

ca l led  "singularly in teres t ing"  (B.N. F r  6 6 8 7 ,  3 F e b r u a r y  1789) .  F i n a l l y ,  w o r d  o f  

"revolts"  in Re ims ,  Toulon, and Nancy "caused by t h e  p r i ce  of bread' '  (B.N. F r  6687,  

17 March  a n d  3 A p r i l  1789) .  I t  w a s  n e a r l y  t i m e  f o r  t h e  l o n g - a w a i t e d '  E s t a t e s  

'General .  A f t e r  mid-April, Paris ' .  60 d i s t r i c t s  m e t  t o  e l e c t  th,eir de l ega te s  and d r a f t ,  

t he i r  complaints . .  Then c a m e  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c i t y - w i d e  assembly .  The  Third E s t a t e  
. . 

. . 

of the .  p r e v o t e  and  v i comte  of Pa r i s  assembled  .at t h e  Archbishop's pa lace ,  a s  t roops  

pa t ro l led  t h e  c i t y  outside.  Then and l a t e r ,  Par i s '  Thi rd  E s t a t e  r e j ec t ed  t h e  e f f o r t s  of 
. . 

nobles t o  j o i n  the i r  a s sembl i e s ;  for  t h e  t i m e  being,  t h e y  sought  t o  keep  d is t inc t  t h e  

in tq re s t s  of d i f f e r e n t  e s t a t e s .  

. ' Hardy a t  t h e  Edge of R e b e l l i ~  

In t h e  .mids t  of  the-  mee t ing  . a n d  nego t i a t ing  c a m e  a near- insurrect ion.  On t h e  . . .' 

a f t e rnoon  of Monday 27 April,  in Hardy's a c c o u n t ,  "Paris ians h a d . q u i t e  a sca re ,  t o  t h e  



p o i n t  t h a t -  p e o p l e  c l o s e d '  t h e i r  s h o p s  in a number  of a r eas . .  T h e r e  was  .a sort .  of 

' p o p u l a r  i n s u i r e c t i o n  t h a t  ' e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  F a u b o u r g  S a i n t -  A n t o i n e  t o  t h e '  
' .  

n e i g h b o r h o o d  of  N o t r e  Dame.  A cons iderable  s h a r e  of t h e  workers  supposedly f rom . 

. . 
t h a t .  faubourg,  w h i p p e d '  i n t o  a c t i o n  by  b r i g a n d s ,  a t t a c k e d  R e v e i l l o n ,  a v e r y  r i c h  

d 

. ' m a n u f a c t u r e r  of f igured  paper', .and a n o t h e r  r i ch  individual ca l l ed  Hanr io t , .  a sa l tpe t e r .  
I 
I 

m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  bo th  f r i ends  and res idents  of t h e  faubourg" (B.N. F r  6687). 

Reveil lon and Henr io t  had argued in the i r  Third E s t a t e  e l ec to r s '  assembl ies  fo r  

r e s t r a i n t s  on workers '  wages,  coupled  with con t ro l s  on  food p r i ces  t o  k e e p  r e a l  wages  

- . c o n s t a n t .  R e v e i l l o n  was ,  i n - f a c t ,  engaged in t h e  assembly 's  del iberat ions.  when-  t h e  

- . - a t t a c k .  on his house occurred .  I t  was  not  ' the , '  f i r s t  t i m e  Reveillon's n a m e  had. m a d 6  

t h e  news. A f o r m e r  worker now successful ly in business for  himself s ince  the 1750s, 

Reveil lon was  wel l  known a s  t h e  bdyer  of La  Fol ie  Ti ton ,  a splendid house on t h e  r u e  

d e  M o n t r e u i l .  Wi th  m o r e  t h a n  400 workers ,  h e  was  o n e  of t h e  faubourg 's  g r e a t e s t  

indus t r ia l i s t s .  In l i 7 7 ,  h e  had o b t a i n e d  a d e c r e e  f r o m  t h e  king's counci l  breaking a 

s t r i k e  by paperworkers  at his shop in Courtel in-en-Brie (A.N. A D  xi  25, 26 Februa ry  

1777). In O c t o b e r  1787,  Reveillon's ga t ekeepe r s ,  man  a n d  w i f e ,  w e r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  

en l i s t ed  a he lper  and  killed o n e  o f  Reveillon's own workers  (B.N. F r  6686, 9 Oc tobe r  

1787). Reveillon had g a i n e d  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n ,  i n  s h o r t ,  o f  b e c o m i n g  v e r y  r i c h  a t  

I 

f workers '  expense.  

During t h e  n ight  of 26-27 April, angry  mrorkers g a t h e r e d  in t h e  Faubourg  Saint-  

Marceau ,  on '  t h e  Seine 's  L e f t  Bank, t o  compla in  of   eve ill on and  Henriot .  'The n e x t  
3 . . 
I d a y , .  M o n d a y  t h e  2 7 t h ,  a f i l e .  o f  i:.forkers marched  f r o m  Saint-Marceau toward.  t'he 
I 

Archbishop's pa l ace  a t  No t re  Dame;  t h e r e ,  t h e  . e l e c t o r a l  a s s e m b l i e s  o f  c l e r g y  a n d  

1 Third E s t a t e  were  meet ing .  Faced  wi th  t h e  possible t h r e a t  of  a popular invasion, t h e  
I 
1 - c l e r g y  announced they  were  giving up the i r  privi leges,  while  ' the  Third E s t a t e  - sent  a 
1 

1 .  
' d e l e g a t i o n  t o  i n t e r c e p t  t h e  m a r c h e r s  a t  t h e  P l a c e  M a u b e r t .  T h e i r  d e l e g a t e s  

sr.~cceeded in deflect i .ng t h e  march .  

:i. . . . . . 

I .  . . 
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, . 

Next  r e p o r t s  had t h e  worke r s  burning e f f ig i e s  of Henr io t  and  Reveil lon a t  t h e  
. - 

1 - .  P l a c e - . d e  ~ r L v e .  be fo re  moving .down t h e  r u e  Saint-Antoine t o  t h e  faubourg.  Blocked 

I. . . .  ., . ,  . . by ~ r e n c h  ' Guards  f r o m  reach ing  .Reveillon's house,  t hey  rushed.  off t o  sack  Henriot 's  

I ins tead .  On Tuesday t h e  28th ,  ga the r ings  of worke r s  fo rmed  in t h e  Faubourg  Sain t -  

A n t o i n e ,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t - G e n e r a l  o f  P o l i c e  s t a t i o n e d  350 F r e n c h  G u a r d s  n e a r  

! Reveillon's house,  a n o t h e r  d e t a c h m e n t  o f .  workers  c ros sed  t h e  r iver  f r o m  t h e  Faubourg  
I 

S a i n t - M a r c e a u ,  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o i  p e o p l e  milled in t h e  s t r e e t s .  The  d u c  d1Orleans,  

r e t ' i r n i n g  f r o , m  t h e  r a c c s ,  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h .  H e  g a v e  a n  i m p r o m p t u  s p e e c h  a n d  
i 

. . 

I 
i d i s t r i b u t e d  m o n e y  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  When t h e  duchesse  d lOr leans  appea red  in  he r  
t 1 
< c a r r i a g e ,  soldiers  d e f e r r e d  to h e r  by opening t h e  ba r r i cades  t h a t  blocked t h e  r u e  d e  

Montreuil.  Assembled workers  fol lowed her  through t h e  ruptured  ba r r i cade ,  broke  i n t o  

Reveil lon 's  house,  dragged o u t  and  burned much of i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  drank up t h e  splendid 

\\line c e l l a r ,  a n d  f o u g h t  o f f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t r o o p s  s e n t  t o  s top  t h e m .  Befo re  t h e  
I 

workers  los t  t he i r  b a t t l e ,  a dozen  soldiers  and  seve ra l  hundred invaders  w e r e  dead .  

T h e n ,  as n i g h t  f o l l o w s  d a y ,  r e p r e s s i o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  b a t t l e ' s  end. On t h e  

-' m.orning' of 29' .Apri l ,  H a r d y  b r e a t h e d  a - b i t  e a s i e r .  . " . . . t h e  - F a u b o u r g  S a i n t -  

A n t o i n e , "  h e  w r o t e  . l a t e r ,  "had  f i n a l l y  b e c o m e '  a l i t t l e  c a l m e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

p recau t ion  of fill ing i t  wi th  t roops  of eve ry  s o r t ,  and  of placing t w o  a r t i l l e ry  p i eces  
I 

, l o a d e d  w i t h  s h r a p n e l  a t  t h e  f a u b o u r g ' s  e n t r y  nea r  t h e  guardhouse  of t h e  Horse  

Watch ,  in o rde r  t o  i n t imida te  t h e m .  They had a l s o  s t a t i o n e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a r m e d  

d e t a c h m e n t  o f  t h e  R o y a l  C r a v a t t e  c a v a l r y  r eg imen t  in t h e  P l a c e  d e  Greve ,  while  

s e v e n - m a n  p a t r o l s  of  F r e n c h  G u a r d s  a n d  S w i s s  G u a r d s  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  

I n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w i t h  b a y o n e t s  o n  t h e i r  g u n s "  (B.N. F r  6687). "They" took c a r e  t o  
! 
I - conv ic t  t w o  loo te r s  (a  . b l a n k e t - m a k e r a n d  a longshoreman) t h e  s a m e  day ,  a n d  t o  hang . 

t h e m  i n .  t h e  P l a c e  d e  ~ r & v e ,  j a m m e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i v e  . t roop . s ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r .  

I n t e r r o g a t i o n s  a n d  t r i a l s  t o o k  a l m o s t  t h r e e  w e e k s .  O n  1 8  May ,  r o y a l  j . u d g e s  . . 

I 
i 
I condemned t o  d e a t h  P ie r r e  - J e a n  Bap t i s t e  Nico1a.s M a r y  (a twenty-four-year-old sc r ibe  
I' 
5 . . 



a t  t h e  P a l a i s  d e  J u s t i c e )  and  Mar ie  J e a n n e  T r u m e a u  ( a  forty-year-old,  m e a t  vendor ,  
. . 

and  w i f e  of a n  errand-boy). Accdrding t o  t h e  sen tence :  . 
. 

O n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  28 A p r i l ,  s a i d  M a r y ,  a t  t h e  h e a d  of a l a rge  band of 
people ,  sna t ched  swords  f r o m  t w o  people  on t h e  ma in  s t r e e t  o f  t h e  F a u b o u r g  
S a i n t - A n t o i n e ,  saying t h a t  h e  wan ted  t o  use  t h e m  aga ins t  t h e  troops. Armed  
wi th  t h e  t w o  swords,  h e  marched  a t  t h e  head  of t h e  band and  said th ings  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  a s s e m b l i n g ,  r i o t i n g  a n d  s e d i t i o n  t h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n  in  s a id  
Faubourg  Saint-Antoine.  Then,  s t i l l  fol lowed by a l a r g e  band,  h e  w e n t  through 
d i f f e r e n t  neighborlioods of t h e  c i t y  and  by words,  deeds ,  and menacing  g e s t u r e s  
a l a r m e d  and f r ightened those  h e  m e t .  H e  i s  l i kewise  s e r i o u s l y  s u s p e c t e d  o f  
having t aken  p a r t  in t h e  r io tous  ga the r ings  of t h e  previous  day,  and (along wi th  
h is  accompl ices ,  a r m e d  wi th  faggots )  e v e n  of s topping  people  in t he i r  c a r r i a g e s  
a n d  a n n o u n c i n g  the i r  in tent ion  t o  h u r t  a n  individual  whose house (and t h a t  of  
a n o t h e r  indiv idual )  w e r e  w r e c k e d  as  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  a s s e m b l i e s ,  r i o t ,  a n d  
sedi t ion .  Said Marie J e a n n e  Trumeau ,  w i f e  of Ber t in ,  with words of t h e  mos t  
v io lent  so r t ,  encouraged people  t o  l oo t  and  s a c k  Sieur  Reveillon's pape r  f a c t o r y ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  ( a s  h e r  t e s t imony  says)  s h e  cons iders  Reveillon t o  b e  a n  upr ight  
m a n  and  a f r iend  of t h e  poor. A t  t h e  m o m e n t  of t h e  r i o t o u s  a s s e m b l y  s h e  
handed o u t  f aggo t s  and c lubs  to var ious  people ,  in f a c t  forced  s o m e  peop le  t o  
t a k e  t h e m ,  tel l ing t h e m  t o  join t h e  band,  showing t h e m  a passage  leading  i n t o  
t h e  f a c t o r y .  A f t e r  t h e  p i l l a g e ,  f i n a l l y ,  she  d is t r ibuted  p ieces  of wal lpaper  
rolls,  shout ing  A la R e v e i l l o n  (A.N. Y 10530). 

Both  w e r e  t o  hang  at t h e  Saint-Antoine G a t e .  T rumeau ,  dec l a red  p regnan t ,  e scaped  

wi th  h e r  l i fe ,  bu t  Mary died for  his  deeds.  F i v e  o t h e r s  w e n t  t o  t h e  g a l l e y s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  26 r e m a i n i n g  p r i s o n e r s  \ \ e n t  f r e e  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  a c c e l e r a t e d  in July.  
., 

Henr io t ,  f r i gh tened ,  f led  t o  Vincennes, and  t h e n  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  v i e w .  R e v e i l l o n  

t o o k  r e f u g e ,  o f  a l l .  p l aces ' ,  in t h e  B a s t i l l e .  H e  l a t e r  comple t ed  his t r a j e c t o r y  by 

e m i g r a t i n g  . t o  . - England. - 

. . 
Kinp vs. Peop le  - ' . . 

O n e  w e e k  a f t e r  t h e  c r o w d s  c u r s e d  R e v s i l l o n  a n d  H e n r i o t  in t h e  Faubourg  

Sain t -Antoine ,  t h e  E s t a t e s  Gene ra l  opened i n  Versailles. The  a tmosphe re  o,f P a r i s  was  

o m i n o u s :  A f t e r  t h e  s a c k i n g .  of   eve ill on's house., a cco rd ing  t o  Hardy,  t h e  au tho r i t i e s  

- had ' t r i p l e d .  t h e  guard .  Squads of fou r t een  cava l rymen ,  s a b e r s  drawn,  w e r e  pa t ro l l ing  

' t h e  s t r e e t s . ,  a s  con t ingen t s  of t e n  m e m b e r s  of t h e  .Watch  wen t  around o n '  foot .  As  

. . 
rumors  of m a n e u v e r s .  a t  t h e  E s t a t e s  G e n e r a l  ' f i l t e r ed  in f r o m  Versailles, word o f  food 

. . 

; . r io t s  in d i s t an t  provinces  reached Paris .  Bu t  t h e  t roops  k e p t  P a r i s  quie t .  



. . 
T h e  a 'nxious  c a l m  l a s t e d  a month .  On 22 May, s.treet vendors began sel l ing ' , 

cop ie s  o f .  t h e '  s e n t e n c e s  g iven  Mary,  .Trumeau.  and  o t h e r s  conv ic t ed  in  t h e  R e v e i l l o n  

a f f a i r .  They l e f t  t h e  C h a t e l e t  prison t h a t  day  in c a r t s  bear ing  t h e  words  sgdi t ieux  o r  

pillards, and  fol lowed t h e  p a t h  of c e r e m o n i a l  e n t r i e s  t o  t h e  c i t y  in reverse :  f i r s t  t o  

N o t r e  D a m e  f o r  , p u b l i c  penance ,  t h e n  t o  t h e  -P lace  d e '  ~ r & v e ,  ' f ina l ly  down . t h e  . long. 

r u e  Saint-Antoine,  wel l -pro tec ted  by troops,  t o  t h e  P l a c e  d e  l a  P o r t e  S a i n t - A n t o i n e .  

The re ,  n e x t  t o  t h e  Bast i l le ,  t h e  g ibbe t ,  stoclcs, and  branding irons a w a i t e d  them.  

Never the less ,  no insurrec t ion  g r e e t e d  t h e  execu t ion  of Mary and  t h e  punishment  

o f -  t h e  o t h e r  pi l lards.  l ' h e  c loses t  Pa r i s  c a m e  t o  rebel l ion in t h o s e  d a y s  was  in  t h e  

rile Saint-Andre-des-Arts  on 25 May: P o l i c e  s p i e s  a r r e s t e d  b e g g a r  w o m e n  i n  t h e  

s t r e e t ,  a n d  b y s t a n d e r s  f o r c e d  t h e  s p i e s  t o  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  c a p t i v e s .  The  genuine  

rebel l ion developed in Versailles, w h e r e  ( o n  19 J u n e )  t h e  T h i r d  E s t a t e ' s  a s s e m b l y  

d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a s s e m b l y  a n d  l a t e r ,  b a r r e d  f r o m  i t s  mee t ing  p l ace ,  

g a t h e r e d  at  the .  Tennis  Cour t  t o  s w e a r  i t s  de t e rmina t ion  t o  s t a y  toge the r .  - . 

T h a t  brought  -Paris ians t o  Versai l les  o n c e  again .  The  king, making t h e  b e s t  o.f a '  

b a d  job ,  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  T h i r d  E s t a t e  o n  2 3  J u n e .  F i n a n c e  m i n i s t e r  N e c k e r ,  

d i s a p p r o v i n g  o f  t h e  too-l imited r e f o r m s  t h e  Icing t h e n  proposed,  s t ayed  away.  Word 

began t o  sp read  t h a t  t h e  king had  dismissed Necker .  T h a t  n ight  " the  worried people", 

. in H a r d y ' s  p h r a s e ,  - r u s h e d . f r o m  P-aris t o  Versai l les ,  m a d e  the i r  way in to  the.  c a s t l e ,  

a n d  demanded  ' to see t h e  king. - Ordered  t o  r a i se  t he i r  weapons,  the '  royal  gua rd  p u t  
. . 

t h e m  d o w n  i n s t e a d .  T h e  c r o w d  s tood i t s  g r o u n d .  Only t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  Necker  . 

himself ended.  t he i r  siege. 

T h a t  r e s i s t a n c e  of  t h e .  mi l i t a ry  at Versai l les  s t a r t e d  s o m e t h i n g .  In t h e  n e x t  

few'  days,  s e ~ e r a l ' c o m ~ a n i e s  of so ld iers  assigned t o  p a t r o l  Pa r i s  re fused  t h e  duty .  On 
. . .  

t h e  2 8 t h ,  a m u t i n o u s  g r o u p  of  s o l d i e r s  w e n t  t o  t h e  P a l a i s  R o y a l  .(by n o w  t h e  

headqua r t e r s  of.  popular ora tors )  and  announced t h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  s e r v e .  When  t h e i r  

c o l o n e l  i m p r i s o n e d  fou r t een  of t h e m , ,  t h r e e  hundred people  marched  f rom t h e  Pala is  
, . 

. . 



Royal  t o  t he  jail, demanded the i r  r e l e a s e ,  and brought  t h e m  back t o  t h e  pa lace  for :  a 

t r iumphant  dinner. ' - ~ u r i n ~  t h e  n e x t  f e w  days,  t w o  c rowds  f r e e d  p r i s o n e r s  f r o m  t h e  
. . 

hahds  of  t h e  .pol ice.  Although t h e  Icing h a d  been  building up t r o o p s  around Pa r i s  f r o m  

t h e  momen t  of t h e  Third E s t a t e ' s  de f i ance ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  b e g a n  t o  l o s e  i n t e r n a l  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c i ty .  

. . T h e n  t h e  rumor  b e c a m e  fac t :  a n  1 1  July,  t h e  king d ismissed  Necker.  T h e  n e x t ,  ' 
dav,  Sunday t h e  . l 2 th ,  t h e  o r a t o r s  of  t h e  pa l a i s  Royal -- including C a m i l l e  Desmoulins 

. . 

-- . were  o u t  in.. f o r c e ,  and m e t  en thus i a s t i c  audiences.  . A c r o w d  of thousands,  bear ing  

black f lags  and  wax bus ts  of N e c k e r  a n d  t h e  d u c  d l O r l e a n s ,  p a r a d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

s t r e e t s .  T h e  m a r c h e r s  fough t  royal  t roops  in t h e  P l a c e  Vendome and t h e  Tuiler ies .  

More ser ious  s t i l l ,  a de t achmen t ,  of F rench  Guards  joined t h e  c r o w d  in a n  a t t a c k  on  

t h e  German  r eg imen t  t h a t  was  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c l e a r  t h e  Tuiler ies .  "It was  not  w i thou t  

/r 
indignation," r epor t ed  a l aw c l e r k  f r o m  t h e  C h a t e l e t ,  

t h e  t h e  p e o p l e  s a w  a l l  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e .  E v e r y o n e  f r o m  t h e  Pa la i s  d e  
J u s t i c e  w e n t  t o  t h e  P l a c e  Louis XV with t h e  bus ts  of t h e  d u c  d'orle'ans and  M. 
Neclter,  and  approached t h e  t roops ,  insul ted t h e m ,  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e m ,  and t h r e w  
s tones  a t  t h e m .  T h e  soldiers ,  seeing themse lves  a t t a c k e d  in th i s  way,  l o s t  a l l  
cont ro l ,  fe l l  on t h e  people  wi th  gunf i re  and swords. B u t  t h e  people didn't  g i v e  
up. The  s tones  t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e  fo r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  new bridges se rved  
t h e m  as ammuni t ion  (B.N. F r  13713). 

. . 
. . The  German  mercena r i e s  eventua l ly  withdrew. But  in t h e  m e a n t i m e  Pa r i s  c a m e  c lose  , 

. . 

t o  open .war fa re .  

The  a l l iance  of French ~ u a r d s  and  ordinary people  had  n o t  ended.  Tha t  n ight ,  

F rench  Guards  s tood w a t c h  at  t h e  ~ h a u s s g e  d lAnt in  as "poorly-dressed people" sacked  

and burned the .  tol lhouse;  40 of  t h e ' c i t y ' s  54 tol lhouses s u f f e r e d  a similar  f a t e  during 

- the  night  (Gpdecliot .1965:  241). A t  t h e  Picpus  g a t e ,  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  to l l  co l l ec to r s  
. . .  

t he re ,  around 4 A.M. on  t h e  13 th  

we saw a t roop  of . b r igands  coming  by t h e  rue  Sain t  Den i s  . . . They asked us 
, \\.hether .u.e were.  with t h e . T h i r d  Es t a t e .  We said yes. They  dishonestly ca l l ed  

for  us t o  work wi th  them.  F a r  f r o m  obeying t h e m , ,  w e  hurr ied  away  and  took 
' r e fuge  in t h e  house .of Mr. Dure t ,  m a s t e r  wigmaker  and  o w n e r  of  a h o u s e  in. 

t h e  faubourg Saint-Antoine oppos i te  t h e  to l lga te .  Being in a room on t h e  f i r s t  . 



f loor  of t h a t  house we  s a w  a l l  t h o s e  brigands through t h e  window. One held a 
sword,  a n o t h e r  a m a c e ,  and o t h e r s  var ious  o f f ens ive  weapons,  wi th  which t h e y  
s t a r t e d  t o  b reak  t h e  u indows  of t h e  tol lbooth,  t h e n  wen t  i n to  t h e  tol lhouse and 
tool< t h e  e f f e c t s  o u t  o f  a l l  t h e  r o o m s ,  a n d  s t a c k e d  t h e m  u p  o n  t h e  s t r e e t .  
T h e n  t w o  o f  s a i d  c r i m i n a l s  ( o n e  o f  w h o m  w a s  C o e u r  d e  Bois, known as a 
smuggler ,  and  a r m e d  wi th  a b a r e  sword) wen t ,  wi th  t h e i r  a r m s ,  t o  t h e  house o f  

4 s o m e o n e  i n s i d e  t h e  g a t e  and  g o t  a light.  Then t h e  t w o  c r imina l s  c a m e  back  

i and  set t h e  e f f e c t s  t hey  had s t a c k e d  on t h e  s t r e e t  on f ire .  
I 

i By t h e  t i m e  t h e  G a r d e  Bourgeoise had c o m e  t o  c h a s e  t h e m  away ,  t h e  "brigands" had 
! 

burned eve ry th ing  in t h e  o f f i c e s  (A.N. Z l a  886). A l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  n o  r e p o r t  o f  

ce l eb ra t ions  at Picpus,  at o t h e r  t o l lga t e s  Par i s ians  danced around t h e  ruins. As  t h e  

f e s t iv i t i e s  \v.ent on, t h e  eve r -ac t ive  f ishwives wen t  'out .beyond t h e  c u s t o m s  wall, c u t  

. - 

a y o u n g  t r e e ,  carr i .ed i t  back i n t o  t h e  c i t y ,  and i t  a t  t h e  very  middle - o f  t h e  

Tuiler ies ,  in s ight  of t h e  royal  pa l ace  (Ozouf 1977: 46). 

Early t h e  fo l lo~v ing  morning,  t h e  13 th ,  F rench  Guards  joined t h e  group of l oca l  

workers  and  p e t t y  bourgeois  \\rho broke  in to  t h e  S a i n t - L a z a r e  m o n a s t e r y ,  f r e e d  t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  d e t a i n e d .  t h e r e ,  drank up much  of t h e  rnonl<st. wine,  c a r r i e d  ' o f f  r ich food,  

and  took 5 3  wago i~ loads  of gra in  t o  t h e  ' c e n t r a l  m a r k e t  f o r  sale .  ' ~ r e e i n ~  p r i s o n e r s  

\vas . v e r y  much t h e  o rde r  of t h e  day: T h a t  'morning ,  Hardy r epor t ed  t h e  appea rance  of 

a pos t e r  cal l ing people  t o  break  open t h e  ~ i c g t r e  prison a t  5 P.M. t h e  s a m e  day,  t h e  
. . 

13 th  . o f  July.  Around 11 A.M., he  recorded,  - t h e  k e e p e r  of t h e  F o r c e  .p.rison had to 

open h is  g a t e s . a n d  l i be ra t e  his  prisoners .  P e o p l e  w e r e  in  a c t i o n  e v e r y w h e r e :  T h e  

. . tocs in  sounded ' in parish churches ,  ca l l ing  ' c i t i z e n s  t o  t he i r  loca l  assemblies .  Many of . .  

t h e  a s sembl i e s  f o r m e d  c i v i c  m i l i t i a s ,  a n d  m a r c h e d  t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  t o  

m a i n t a i n  o rde r .  Militias needed weapons;  many of t h e  c i t i ten-so ld iers  spen t  t he i r  day  

sea rch ing  fo r  s t o r e s  . o l  a rms .  A de legat ion  f r o m  t h e  c i ty ' s  main  e l e c t o r a l  assembly ,  

a t  t h e  HGtel  d e  Ville, \vent t o  t h e  Invalides to -  ask  for  a r m s ;  t h e  governor  s ta l led  by 
. . 

se'nding t h e  r e q u e s t  on t o  Versailles. . . 

, A t  t h e  HGte l  d e  Vi l l e  i t s e l f ,  t h e  mi l i t iamen m e t  wi th  80  deput ies  f rom t h e  
. . 

E s t a t e s  Gene ra l .  Around 8 P.M.. Hardy s a w  

1 '"seven o r  e igh t  horsemen 'of  t h e  Third E s t a t e ,  'followed by abou t  t h r e e  hundred 
i 
I . .. 

. . 



' s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  G u a r d ,  o f  t h e  g renad ie r s  and  o t h e r  units ,  a r m e d  and 
marching  t o  a d r u m b e a t ,  led by s e r g e a n t s  and  wi thout  o f f i ce r s ,  fol lowed by a 
cons iderable  mul t i t ude  of insurgents  a r m e d  in many d i f f e r e n t  ways  and dressed  . 

in a g r e a t  va r i e ty  of uni forms;  t hey ,  too ,  had  drums.  They w e r e  going, people  
'. . .  . said,  . t o  t h e  P l a c e  d e  Grkve ,  to g r e e t  t h e  e igh ty  depu t i e s  f r o m  Versai l les  when 

. . t hey  a r r ived  a t .  t h e  ~ G t e l  d e  Ville" (B.N. F r  6687). 

T h e  e l ~ c t o r a l  assembly  at t h e  H o t e 1 . d e  Ville s t ayed  in  session a l l  night .    hat n igh t ,  

t h e  p o p u l a r  m i l i t i a  p a t r o l l e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  s t r e e t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  u n d e r  t h e i r  
. . 

pro tec t ion ,  groups.  wen t  t o  d e m a n d  g ra in  f r o m  o t h e r  p re sumed  hoarders ,  including . the  

monks  . of . t h e  c h a r t e r h o u s e .  . . 

T h e .  n e x t  d a y , ,  h d k e v e r ,  w a s  t h e  1 4 t h  o f  J u l y .  T h e  t o c s i n  s o u n d e d  again,  

r e c a l l i n g  c i t i z e n s  t o  ' t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  a s s e m b l i e s .  E a r l y  iri t h e  m o r n i n g ,  a n o t h e r  

de legat ion  -- t h i s  o n e  thousands  s t rong,  including many c i t i z e n s  wear ing  blue and  red-  
. . 

cockades  -- showed up t o  demand  a r m s  f r o m  t h e  governor  of t h e  I n v a l i d e s .  A f t e r  

f ru i t l e s s  maneuvering,  t hey  b roke  'in. T h e  inval ided veteran 's  who manned t h e  f o r t r e s s  

, . m a d e  no  m o r e  than  a show of r e s i s t ance ;  t h e  invade r s  c a r r i e d  of f  t h e i r  guns. Then ,  

f o r  a m m u n i t i o n ,  t h e y  w e n t  o f f  t o  - t h e  o t h e r  end  of t h e  c i t y ,  t o  t he ,  Bastille.  As  

Hardy told t h e  s tory:  

. . . p e o p l e  v:ent t o  t h e  c a s t l e  o f  t h e  B a s t i l l e  t o  c a l l  t h e  governor ,  t h e  
Marquis Delaunay,  t o  hand ove r  t h e  weapons  and a m m u n i t i o n  h e  h a d ;  o n  h i s  
r e f u s a l ,  w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  f a u b o u r g  S a i n t - A n t o i n e  t r i ed  t o  bes iege  t h e  c a s t l e .  
F i r s t  t h e  governor  had his  m e n  f i r e  on t h e  p e o p l e  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  r u e  S a i n t -  
A n t o i n e ,  w h i l e  m a k i n g  a whi te  f l ag  f i r s t  appea r  and  then  d isappear ,  as if h e  
m e a n t  t o  g ive  in, b u t  increas ing  t h e  f i r e  of his cannon.  O n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  
t w o  d r a w b r i d g e s  w h i c h  o p e n  o n t o  t h e  f i r s t  c o u r t y a r d ,  having p re t ended  t o  
a c c e p t  t h e  c a l l  fo r  a r m s ,  h e  had.  t h e  g a t e  o f  t h e  sma l l  drawbr idge  opened and  
l e t  in a number  of t h e  people  who were  the re .  But  when t h e  g a t e  was  c losed  
and t h e  d r a w b r i d g e  r a i s e d ,  h e  h a d  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  s h o t .  T h a t  
included t h r e e  of t h e  c i ty ' s  e l e c t o r s  . . . who had c o m e  t o  barga in  with him. 
Then t h e  c iv i c  mi l i t ia ,  i nd ignan t  o v e r  s u c h  b a r b a r o u s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  f e l l o w -  
c i t i zens ,  and  backed by g renad ie r s  of  t h e  F rench  Guard  . . . accompl ished  t h e  
c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s t l e  in less  t h a n  t h r e e  hours (B.N. F r  6687). 

T h e  v i c t o r s  m o v e d  o n  t o  t h e  nea , rby  A r s e n a l ,  w h e r e  they  se ized  powder for  the i r  

guns. . P e r m a n e n t  C o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  Flesse l les  was  leaving .  t h e  ~ 6 t e l  d e  Vi l l e  f o r  

t h e  P a l a i s  Roya.1 ' t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  a g a i n s t  - c h a r g e s - o f  be t r ay ing  t h e  c i t y  t o  roya l  

t r o o p s .  ( O n l y  t h r e e  months '  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  k i n g  'had  a p p o i n t e d  ~ l e s s e l l e s  p r 6 v 6 t  d e s  



marchands  t o  r e p l a c e  L e  p i l e t i e r  d e  ~ o r f o n t a i n e .  L e  P e l e t i e r  had  resigned in p r o t e s t  

aga ins t  t h e  king's . d e c i s i o n  to p u t  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  of  d e p u t i e s  t o  t h e  E s t a t e s  G e n e r a l  

un.der t h e  d i r ec t ion  of t h e  royally-controlled ~ h 2 t e l e t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  ~ 6 t e l - d e  Ville. 
. .  . 

Parisians,  then;  had s o m e  reasons  f o r .  thinking -o f  F lesse l les  as t h e  king's c rea ture . )  In . 
. . 

t h e  P l a c e  d e  GrGve,' F lesse l les  rekeived a m o r t a l  gunshot  wound; t h e  c rowd  paraded 
. . 

his s eve red  head.  T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  bodies of t h e  Bastille 's g o v e i n o r ,  . o f  t h e  p o w d e r - ,  

k e e p e r  o f  t h e '  A r s e n a l ,  a n d  o f  t w o  I n v a l i d s  h a n g e d  f o r  f i r i n g  on t h e  p e o p l e  lay  

exhib i ted  at t h e  p l a c e  d& Gr'eve. By 9 P.M. people  th roughbu t  P a r i s  had l i g h t e d ' t h e i r  

' w i n d o w s  as t h e y  d i d  f o r  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n , ' o f  r o y a l  b i r t h s ,  mar r i ages ,  and  mi l i ta ry  ' . 

vic tor ies .  T h e  mi l i t ia  had  i t s  a rms ,  t h e  people  i t s  c a s t l e ,  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n  i t s  n e x t  

s t e p  toward  revolut ion.  

T h e  1 5 t h  o f  J u l y  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  p o p u l a r  v i c t o r y .  A s  t h e  k i n g  m a d e  a 

conci l ia tory  speech  t o  t h e  E s t a t e s  Gene ra l  in Versai l les ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s s e m b l i e s  m e t  

aga in  in Par i s ,  t h e  c i v i c  mi l i t ia  dri l led,  people  began t o  t e a r  down t h e  Bast i l le  s t o n e  

by s tone ,  and ' r oya l  t roops  in g r e a t  numbers  a r r ived  a t  t h e  P l a c e  d e  Gr\eve t o  t h row 

in  t h e i r  l o t  w i t h  t h e  people  o f  Paris .  Over  t h e  n e x t  f e w  days ,  many t roops  joined 

t h e m .  A t  t h e  end  of t h e  day  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Nat ional  Assembly a r r ived  by c a r r i a g e  

.fro'm V e r s a i l l e s ,  c l i m b e d  d o w n ,  a n d  m a r c h e d  t o  t h e  ~ G t e l  d e  Ville surrounded by 

mi l i t iamen and the i r  popular  following. F rom t h e r e ,  o n c e  aga in  mimicking t h e  solemn 

old rout ines ,  t hey  n e n t  t o  N o t r e  D a m e  for  a n  impromptu  T e  Deum.  

Only ~ W O  days l a t e r ,  t h e  Icing himself  'followed t h e  d e p u . t i e s l  r o u t i n e :  On- t h e  

1 6 t h ,  h e  h a d  g i v e n  i n  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r  demand,  reca l led  ~ e c k e r ,  and  withdrawn t h e  

t roops  ringing 'par i s .  Then,  tl,e n e x t  day,  h e  made, a '  pi lgrimage f r o m  ~ e r s a i l l e s  t o  

Paris .  On t h e  1'7th; h e  l e f t  his bodyguard a t  t h e  c i t y  ' l imits,  g o t  o u t  of his ca r r i age ,  

and  ?alked amid  a hundred deputie's and  t w o  hundred' ho r semen  of  t h e  c iv ic  mil i t ia  to. 

A 
t h e  P l a c e .  d e  ~ r k v e  a n d  t h e  H o t e l  d e  Vi l le .  No  ~e Deum f o r  t h e  king: He ' l e f t  

wi thout  going t o  N o t r e  Dame.  Louis XVI d e p a r t e d  via t h e  P l a c e '  Louis XV, soon t o  



. . 

be  t h e  P l a c e  d e -  l a  Revolut ion.  

I . ."On t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  s i n c e  t h e  beginning of .the. . . 

week,". r e f l e c t e d  Hardy,  " i t  is liard t o  r ecove r  f r o m  .one's. a s ton i shmen t"  (B.N. F r  -6687; 

17 Ju ly  1789). T h e  insurrec t ion ,  iri his  opinion, had  saved t h e  c i t y  f rom invasion and 

m a s s a c r e  by 30,000 royal  t roops.  An u n e a s y  a l l i a n c e  f o r m e d :  T h e  c i t y ' s  o r d i n a r y  

p e o p l e  a t a c k e d  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e ,  as t h e  c i t y ' s  bourgeoisie  bui l t  a n  
1 

a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  of government .  Assemblies ,  c o m m i t t e e s ,  m i l i t i a s ,  d e l e g a t i o n s ;  

c i v i c  c e r e m o n i e s  b e g a n  t o  s u p p l a n t  t h e  f o r m s  o f  r o y a l  p o y e r .  Pa r i s  lay at t h e  

! command  of i t s  assembl ies ,  and  under  t h e  c l o s e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  i t s  v a r i o u s  c i t i z e n  
I 
? 

m i l i t i a s .  T h e a t e r s  w e r e  c l o s e d ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y  g a t e s  r e m a i n e d  under t i gh t  cont ro l .  
I 

Poor people  s a w  t h a t  t he i r  v ic tory  ove r  t h e  ty ranny  of to l l s  did n o t  last :  T h e  t a x e s  

on goods en te r ing  P a r  is r eappea red ,  now under t h e  militia 's p ro t ec t ion .  

. A f t e r  a l l  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t ,  the c i t y  w e n t  i n t o .  i t s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r o u t i n e s :  

j ,  
c o n t i n u a l  m e e t i n g s  o f  i t s  d i s t r i c t  a s s e m b l i e s ,  p a t r o l s  pf i t s  new mi l i ta ry  forces ,  

speeches  and  d e b a t e s  a t  t h e  Pa la i s  Royal .  Par i s ian  a u t h o r i t i e s  b e g a n  a s e a r c h  f o r  

gra in  in t h e  c i ty ' s  h in ter land .  F r o m  Saint-Germain-en-Laye,  Corbei l les ,  and e l sewhere  

in t h e  surrounding region c a m e  word  of  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  f o o d  s u p p l y .  T h e  

Par is ian  l a w  c lerks '  mi l i t ia ,  in f a c t ,  took p a r t  in t h e  pac i f i ca t ion  of Corbei l les .  

Another  d e t a c h m e n t  of mi l i t ia  wen t  off  t o  Compiegne  t o  I e t c h  b a c k  B e r t h i e r  
i 
I 

. ' d e  S a u v i g n y , '  i n t e n d a n t  o f  P a r i s ,  w h o  w a s  widely accused  of  t reason.  Meanwhile,  

res idents  o f .  t h e  vi l lage of Viry . b r o u g h t  in Foulon,  Ber th ier ' s  father- in-law and f o r m e r  
. . 

I . . j Icing 's .  c o u n c i l l o r ,  r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d  - t h a t  t h e  h u n g r y  p e o p l e  could e a t .  s t r aw .  

1 Nicolas Ruaul t ,  a booksel ler  \vho was  at  t h e  Place ,  de G r e v e  w h e n  Fou lon  a r r i v e ' d ,  
1 

said t h a t  t h e  . p e a s a n t s  who had cap tu red  Foulon had p u t  a r o p e  o f -  s t r a w  around him 
i 

in p l a c e  of his  s a sh '  o f  of f ice .  When Foulon's execu t ione r s  displayed his zeve red  head  

t o  B e r t h i e r ,  Foulon's mouth  \bas s t u f f e d -  wi th  s t r aw.  Then i t  was  Berthier 's  turn  t o  

die.  ,"In a n  in s t an t?"  \\!rote Ruaul t ,  "his body. was  slashed t o  ribbons. His bloody head  



.and h e a r t  w e r e  ca r r i ed  into t h e  e l ec to r s '  m e e t i n g  room. - Such a s e e c t a c l e  m a d e  t h e  
. . 

marquis  d e  L a f a y e t t e .  t r e m b l e  w i t h  horror .  H e  i m m e d i a t e l y  resigned as colonel  o f .  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s  . m i  l i t i a .  ' B u t -  t h e  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  p leaded wi th  h im no t  t o  abandon t h e m  in 

those: t e r r ib l e  momen t s ;  h e  took b a c k  his  post1' (Ruau l t  1976: 158). ' 

' 

': For  t h e  P l a c e  d e  ~ r g v e ,  t h i i  was  t h e  end  of t h e  m a s s a c r e s ,  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  

c e l e b r a t i o n s .   he ci ty ' s  au tho r i t i e s  s t e p p e d  up po l i c ing  a r b u n d  t h e  ~ : t e l  d e  - ~ i l l e .  
. 

When' Necke r  c a m e  to Pa r i s  on' 29 Ju ly ,  p a t r i o t s  i l luminated  t h e  Pala is  Royal: "Under 

e a c h  a r c a d e  o f  t h e  g a l e r i e s , "  r e p o r t e d  H a r d y ,  " t h e y  h a d  p l a c e d  a c h a n d e l i e r  

sur rounded by var ico lored  lan terns ;  e v e r y w h e r e  o n e  s a w  t r anspa renc ie s  w i th  t h e  words  

V i v e  le R o i ,  v i v e  la N a t i o n ,  V i v e  Mr.  N e c k e r .  T h e  e leven  a r c a d e s  of t h e  Klube  

(sic) were  l ikewise l ighted,  b u t  in a m o r e  unusual  way: In t h e  middle, t hey  . had  p l aced  - 

a -tra,nsparency wi th  t h e  . w o r d s  K l u b  . N a t i o n a l  a n d  o n  t h e  t ,wo s i d e s  t r a n s p a r e n t .  

p o r t r a i t s  o f  t h e  k i n g  a n d  Mr. N e c k e r "  (B.N.  F r  6687).  ' A  c o n c e r t  c a p p e d  . t h e  

celehrat . ion.  T h e  n e x t  day ,  a g r e a t  c rowd  g r e e t e d .  Necker  at  t h e  P l a c e  d e  ~ r k v e ,  a n d  

t h e  c i t y  as a whole i l luminated.  

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  m o n t h s ,  P a r i s  a n d  i t s  r e g i o n  w i t n e s s e d  a r e m a r k a b l e  

c o n t r a s t .  On t h e '  one  hand, within t h e  c i t y  g roup  a f t e r  g r o u p  p u b l i c l y  p l e d g e d  ' i t s  

a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r  c a u s e !  B e g i n n i n g  wi th  t h e  second week-  of August , .  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  many  t r a d e s  and par i shes  s e n t  process ions  -- m i l i t i a ,  b a n n e r s ,  d r u m s ,  a n d  

fes t ive ly-c lo thed  civi l ians -- i n to  t h e  s t r e e t s .  T r a d e s  s e n t  t he i r  members  in marching  

o rde r ,  while  p a r i s h e s  commonly  s e n t  a p r i e s t  wi th  t h e i r  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  i n  w h i t e ,  

b e a r i n g  b l e s s e d  b r e a d .  j u s t  as t h e  t ime-honored  ce remon ia l  march  f r o m  P a r i s  t o  

Versai l les  took on a c e r t a i n .  asser t iveness ,  t h e  parish. processions synthes iz 'ed  t h e  o l d  

' p e n i t e n t i a l  p a r a d e ' s ' . f o r  d i v i n e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  in  d r ' o u g h t  . o r '  f a m i n e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  
. . 

dec la ra t ions  of popular  a l leg iance  t o  t h e  m o v e m e n t  of r e s i s t a n c e .  T h e  p r o c e s s i o n s '  

. m o s t  c o m m o n  p a t h  -1e-d f r o m  t h e  g r o u p ' s  r e g u l a r  l o c a l e  . t o  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  S t .  
. . 

Genevieve ,  t o  N o t r e  Dame ,  and t h e n  to t h e  H o t e l  d e  Ville; t h a t  w a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  



. . i . . 

1 t he .  ; o u t @  ' of  t h e  f i s h w i v e s  of  t h e  c a n t r a l  m a r k e t  on 18  August.  Some  . o f ,  t h e s e  
'I 
? 

1 process ions  combinet l  t he i r  a f f i r m a t i o n s  of f a i t h  w i th  d e m a n d s  f o r  work,  food. o r  c iv i l  

i 
i r i g h t s ;  t h u s  b a k e r s '  h e l p e r s  pa raded  t o  t h e  ~ G t e l  d e  Ville on 14 August ,  asking f o r  

work,  and  s e r v a n t s  wen t  t o  t h e  Pa la i s  Royal  on 29  August  t o  ask  fo r  ful l  c i t izenship .  

1 
4 Outs ide  t h e  c i ty ,  on '  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  o n e  p l a c e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  produced a f i g h t  

i. . . 

1 o v e r  food.  - On 2 August ,  'a c rowd  in St .  Denis  d e c a p i t a t e d  t h e  depu ty .  mayor  when h e  

t res i s ted  t h e .  s a l e  of bread  i t  be law :marke t  price.  O n  t h e  25th ,  "brigandsti (in H a r d y ' s  
. . 

word) k e p t  t h e  mil lers  of Pon to i se  f r o m  grinding t h e i r  gra in .  In c h a r e n t o n ,  o n  t h e  
t 

27 th ,  a crowd t r i ed  t o  burn t h e  loca l  mill. Versai l les  s a w  a n  "insurrection" a g a i n s t  a 
. . 

j' . . 
b a k e r  on 15 Sep tember ,  Chai l lo t  t h e  c a p t u r e  of f i ve  wagons  of -  gra in  on t h e -  16 th .  In 

I . . 

P a r i s ,  m e a n w h i l e , '  a r m e d  gua rds  r eappea red  in t h e  m a r k e t s  and  a t  bakeries .  On 1 7  

S e p t e m b e r ,  a group of w o m e n  m a r c h e d  t o  t h e  ~ G t e l  d e  Vi l l e  t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  

. ,. bakers '  p rof i teer ing .  On t h e  18 th ,  as Bellevi l le  s e n t  i t s  procession t o  S t .  ~ e n e v i h e ,  
1 

a c r o w d  a t  t h e  Pon t  a u  Change  compla ined  of hunger  and  ca l led  fo r  a n  insurrec t ion ,  
f 

a n d  b a k e r s  s t r u c k  back by breaking in to  t h e  shop of a bookseller on t h e  rue  Sa in t -  

Andrd-des-Arts  who had published a pamphle t  a t t a c k i n g  t h e m .  T h r o u g h  i t  a l l ,  t h e  

P a r i s i a n  m i l i t i a s  s p e n t  m u c h  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  on expedi t ions  in to  t h e  Ile d e  F r a n c e ,  

seeking  hoards  of grain.  The  c l a s s i c  s t r u g g l e  o f  c i t y  arid c o u n t r y  o v e r  t h e  f o o d  

supply .had begun again.  

T h e  m i x t u r e  of  c e l e b r a t i o n  and s t rugg le  con t inued ,  b u t  t h e  issues broadened.  

On 27 S e p t e m b e r ,  a t  N o t r e  Dame ,  t h e  Archbishop of  P a r i s  blessed ' t h e  f l a g s  o f  t h e  

c i ty ' s  newly-formed Nat ional  Guard. L a f a y e t t e  c o m m a n d e d  and ,  by 'Hardy's e s t i m a t e ,  

e igh t  o r  nine thousand people  a t t e n d e d .  On t h e  29 th ,  a c rowd  g a t h e r e d  at  t h e  c h u r c h  
. . 

o f  S t .  J a c q u e s  d e  l a  ~ o c r c h e r i e  . t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  f e e s  a s k e d  f o r  ' t h e . . ' b u r i a l - o f  a 
. .  . 

journeyman c a r p e n t e r ,  and fo rced  t h e  guard  who t r i ed  td block t h e m  t o  d o  p e n a n c e  

a t  t h e  p o o r  m a n ' s  c o f f i n .  The  n e x t  day  s o m e  of  t h e  s a m e  people r e tu rned  t o  t h e  

church. ivith a c a n t o r  ii!lio claim.ed h e  had unjustly .lost h is  job, and  demanded . t h a t  ' t he  



c u r e  r ehwe  t h e  c a n t o r .  

Y e t  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s  c c r e  n o t h i n g  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  women 's  rising of  5 

Oc tobe r .  Women of t h e  m a r k e t s  wen t  t o  t h e  ~ o ^ t e l  d e  Ville, e n t e r e d ,  a n d  se i zed  a 

, - 
s t ack  of  guns t h e r e  b e f o r e  rushing off t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  law c lerks '  cannon.  ~ h ' e  tocs in  

j . . 

' ,sounded, ' a n d  Nat ional  Guards  by t h e  thousands gat l?ered in t h e  P l a c e  d e  ~ r 5 v e .  Then i . .  
I t h e y n i e n t  t he i r  way t o  Versailles, demanding "bread and t h e  const i tut ion".  L a f a y e t t e  

. . . . 

had l i t t l e  cho ice  b u t  t o  g o  wi th  t h e m  and t e l l  t h e  king a b o u t  t h e  ci ty 's  t roubles.  H e  

a n d  a g r e a t  m a s s  o f  h i s  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a c c o m p a n i e d  s e v e r a l  thousand women to 

Versailles. .The- fo'llowing d a y  t r i umphan t  w o m e n .  brought  t h e  royal  fami ly  back: t o  t h e  I 
P l a c e  d e  ~ & v e .  During t h e  n e x t  f e w  d a y s  c r o w d s  thronged t h e  Tui le r ies  t o  c a t c h  a 

! 

glimpse of t h e  c a p t u r e d  king. On t h e  night  of t h e  9 t h ,  according  t o  Hardy's  journal, 

t h e .  National-  Guard  patrolling t h e  s t r e e t s  nea r  t h e  ~ u i l e r i e s  fough t  "fake patrols": t h a t  

were  prepar ing  t o  s ack  houses and  t h e  c iv ic  pawnshop in t h e  neighborhood. 

! 
Soon Hardy fe l l  s i len t .  With e x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  king's dec l a ra t ion  t h a t  h e  would 

live wi thout  pomp in Par i s ,  and  -- when things w e r e  a b i t  c a l m e r  -- m a k e  a tou r  of  

t h e  provinces  t o  h e a r  people's problems for  himself ,  Sebas t ian  Hardy c losed  his journal 

Barbier ,  Hardy,  and  Eighteenth-Century  Content ion  

Barbier ,  Hardy,  and  o t h e r  Par i s ian  obse rve r s  s a w  a g r e a t  dea l ,  b u t  t hey  did n o t  

see e v e r y  thing.  In France ' s  e ighteenth-century  con ten t ion ,  rel igious war  occupied a n  

impor t an t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c e n e ;  B a r b i e r  a n d  H a r d y  s a w  n o n e .  T a x  r e b e l l i o n s  a n d  

I smal le r -sca le  r e s i s t ance  t o  t axa t ion  .decl ined f r o m  the i r  s even teen th -cen tu ry  . intensi ty,  
I 

. bu t  cont inued nonettieless. T h e  a t t a c k s .  on Paris '  t o l lga t e s  w e r e  only a f a i n t  e c h o  of'  

I 
. . a c t i o n  e lsewhere .  Smugglers  and  revenue  o f f i c e r s  fouglit  r epea ted ly  on t h e  provincial  

. . i 
and na t ional  f ron t i e r s ;  t hey  had l i t t l e  t o  d o  wi th  e a c h  o t h e r  in Paris .  C o n s c r i p t i o n  

t brought  on r e s i s t ance  in  v i l lage-  a f t k r  village. C o m m u n a l  s t ruggles '  :- r ival  groups  of . 

i 
i a r t i s ans ,  a d j a c e n t  vi l lages,  youth  groups  at e a c h  o the r ' s  t h r o a t s  -- loomed much l a rge r  

i . . 
i .  

f 



e l sewhere  in . F r a n c e  t h a n  in Par,is. In Pa r i s  o n e  s a w  a l m o s t  nothing of t h e  r epea ted  

. ? t t empt s  o f  r u r a l  people  t o  hold off landlords'  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  on  the i r  common  rights. 

Although food  supply did f igure  impor t an t ly  in Pa r i s ,  o n e  had  t o  e n t e r  t h e  h in ter land  

to.  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f requency with . . which . r u r a l - p e o p l e  b locked t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  g r a i n  

f r o m  the i r  own telrritories.' 

D u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  as a w h o l e ,  s t r u g g l e s  of peasants  and  rura l  

p ro l e t a r i ans  aga ins t  landlords b e c a m e  m o r e  w i d e s p r e a d  a n d  a c u t e  i n  B u r g u n d y  a n d  

~ a n ~ u e d o c  t h a n  in Anjou, F landers ,  o r  t h e  Ile . d e  F rance .  In F landers  and t h e  Ile d e  

c a p i t a l i s t  . ag r i cu l tu re  had long s ince  es tab l i shed  i t s  dominat ion ,  a n d  f o o d  f o r  .. 

. . 

t h e  r u r a l  l ' andless  w a s  a m o r e  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e  t h a n  w a s  e n c l o s u r e o r  rackrenting.  
. . 

A n j o u  h a d  s p l i t  i n t o  a r e a s  o f  i n t e n s i v e  c a s h - c r o p  f a r m i n g  a n d  s e m i - c a p i t a ' l i s t  

landholding,  b u t  w a s  exper ienc ing  re la t ive ly  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  in i t s  ag ra r i an  s t ruc tu re ;  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  riew's t h e r e  c a m e  mainly f r o m  . the  g r o w t h  of r u r a l  industry. '  Burgundy and 

~ a n ~ u e d o c ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h i n d ,  h o s t e d  landlords who w e r e  ac t ive ly  expanding the i r  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  commons ,  woods, ivastes, and  t h e i r  own  lands,  in o rde r  t o  i nc rease  the i r  

s a l e s  of  w i n e s  and wheat .  They s w e p t  a s ide  t h e  r igh t s  of smallholders ,  who fought  

back  a s  b e s t  t h e y  could.  Those r ea l  issues m e a n t  l i t t l e  t o  Paris ians.  

Despi te  t h e  absolu te ly  c ruc i a l  p a r t  played by P a r i s  .in t h e  na t ional  revolut ionary 

m o v e m e n t s  of  1787 t o  1789,  fu r the rmore ,  t h e  p rov inces  had  the i r  own gr ievances  and  

f o r m s  o f  a c t i o n .  P r o v i n c i a l  E s t a t e s  and  P a r l e m e n t s  c e r t a i n l y  responded t o  s ignals  

f r o m  t h e  P a r l e m e n t  of Par i s ,  b u t '  many of t h e m  f o u g h t  t h e i r  o w n  v i g o r o u s .  b a t t l e s  

wi th  in t endan t  and  king. Not only in t h e  Ile d e  F r a n c e ,  b u t  a l so  in Languedoc and 

Burgundy, t h e  P a r l e m e n t  led p o p u l a r .  r e s i s t a n c e  'u .nt i l  l a t e  in  1 7 8 8 .  In p r o v i n c e s  

l a c k i n g  ' t h e i r  o w n  E s t a t e s ,  s u c h  as A n j o u ,  t h e  - 1787 r e f o r m s  brought  . i n  provincial  

a s i embl i e s ,  which o f f e red  t h e  regional  bourgeois  a new fo.rum for  the i r  views, and  a 

m o r e  d i r e c t  connec t ion .  with royal  ' power  than  t h e y  had  previously enjoyed. Although 

t h e  a s sembl i e s  had  only l imited powers ,  and  o p e r a t e d  under  t h e  in t endan t ' s  . w a t c h f u l  



e y e ,  t h e y  ' r a p i d l y  b e c a m e  s i t e s  of c o n t e n t i o n ,  ove r  t a x e s  and  p rov inc i a l  l ibert ies .  I t  
. . 

was  not  in ' pa r i s ,  b u t  in sma l l e r  c i t i e s  t h a t  munic ipa l  revolut ions occu r red ;  in Dijon, 

.- . L i l l e ,  T o u l o u s e ,  . A n g e r s ,  a n d .  e l s e w h e r e  -g roups  'of bourgeois  s e i zed  power f r o m  t h e  

previous  au tho r i t i e s  within -a f e w  weeks  of t h e  ~ a s t i l l e ' s  fal l .  

Conf l i c t s  in sma l l e r  c i t i e s j  t o  b e  su re ,  had someth ing  in c o m m o n  with those  of 

In , t h e h a r d  days  of 3 u l y ,  t h e  inabil i ty qf  t h e  o l d  munic ipa l i ty  e i t h e r  t o  sup6Iy 

a d e q u a t e  food o r  t o  suppress  the  p r o t e s t s  of poor people  ove r  food sho r t age  typical ly 

p rec ip i t a t ed  t h e  loca l  c r i ses .  Dijon's people  rose  on 1 5  Ju ly ,  b e f o r e  t h e  news of t h e  

Bast i l le 's  f a l l  r eached  Burgundy. Angers  had  i t s  g r e a t  day  of popular  rebel l ion on  17 

Ju ly ,  Lille on 21 and 22 Ju ly ,  Toulouse on  t h e  27th.  In e a c h  case, a renewa l  of t h e  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o l l o w e d .  G r o u p s  t h a t  se ized  power  ordinari ly c a m e  mainly f r o m  t h e  

loca l  bourgeoisie ,  d r e w  s o m e  suppor t  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  by  

organiz ing  bo th  an emergency  c o m m i t t e e  and  a militia.  Revolu t ionary  c o m m i t t e e s ,  in 

t h e i r  t u rn ,  linked munic ipa l i t ies  t o  t h e  Par i s ian  leadership.  

If t h e r e  was  'any quin tessent ia l ly  revolu t ionary  act in F r a n c e  as n whole, i t  was  

t h e  se i zu re  of power ove r  municipal i ty a f t e r  municipal i ty by c o m m i t t e e s  a c t i n g  in t h e  

n a m e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n .  O n c e  t h o s e  c o m m i t t e e s  and the i r  mi l i t ias  fo rmed  a na t ional  

ne twork  c e n t e r e d  on Par is ,  t h e  F rench  had  t e m p o r a r i l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  a n  e f f o r t  o f  

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  t h e  m o n a r c h y  i t s e l f  h a d  n e v e r  accompl ished .  They had subs t i tu ted  

d i r e c t ,  c en t r a l i zed  ru l e  fo r  . the med ia t ed ,  i nd i r ec t  ru l e  of t h e  old regime.  With t h e  

e v e n t u a l  c a p t u r e  and f r eez ing  of t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  by t h e  Di rec to ry ,  t h e  Consula te ,  and  

t h e  Empire ,  F r a n c e  h a d  c r e a t e d  a truly c e n t r a l i z e d  s t r u c t u r e  ex tend ing  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  

tlie smal les t .  commune .  No king had e v e r  .built  such a s t ruc tu re .  T h e '  f i r s t  version of 
. . 
t h a t  n e w  ' s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  s h a k y  c o a l i t i o n '  o f  1 7 8 9 ,  i n v o ' l v e d  a n  

unpreceden ted  a r t i cu l a t ion  of  Pa r i s  and t h e  .provinces. 
' ' 

. . 

~ i k e . \ \ ~ i s e ,  s t rugg le s  in t h e  coun t rys ide '  a r t i c u l a t e d  wi th  t h o s e  o f  P a r i s .  A . f t e r  

t h e  visible weakening of t h e  monarchy in mid-July 1789,  people  who had accumula t ed  ' .  . . 



. g r i e v a n c e s  a g a i n s t  m e r c h a n t s  and  landlords f inal ly d a r e d  bo th  t o  s t r i ke  at p re sumed  

' 

hoarders ,  t o  a t t a c k  such  scourges  a s  noble's' ' doveco te s  . o r  - r abb i t  warrens ,  and  t o  burn  

t h e  p a p e r s  w i t h  . w h i c h  l a n d l o r d s  had been  backing the i r  c l a i m s  t o  commons ,  . t i thes ,  

- and dubious ' rents .  F l ande r s  a n d :  L a n g u e d o c  g i v e  u s  o u r  p r i m e  e x a m p - l e s  o f  s u c h .  , '  

s t r u g g l e s ,  b u t  B u r g u n d y  a n d  t h e  I l e  d e  F r a n c e  w e r e  no t  f a r  behind. Even Anjou 

fol lowed,  in i t s  way. P a r i s  was  marvelous ,  b u t  i t  uras n o t  t h e  whole world. 

s em ember those  i n t e n d a n t s  who in 1698 descr ibed  t h e i r  provinces  .for t h e  heir-  

a p p a r e n t  t o  t h e  crown.  What would t h e y  h a v e  m a d e  of t h o s e  provinces '  condi t ion  just 

n ine ty  'years  l a t e r ,  in 1788? None,  surely,  co'uld have  an t i c ipa t ed  ' t h e  g r e a t  s t rugg le s  
. . L .  

. . 

of 1787 and  a f t e r .  No doub t  all would h a v e  p red ic t ed  a royal  v ic tory  ove r  i n t e rna l  

o p p o s i t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a f a c e o f f  b e t w e e n  a b a n k r u p t  m o n a r c h y  a n d  a f e a r s o m e  

- coal i t ion  of i t s  f o r m e r  v i c t ims  and  al l ies .  Y e t  t hey  had a t  l e a s t  s o m e  e l e m e n t s  of a 

v a l i d  p r o j e c t i o n .  ' A s  o f  1 6 9 8 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  of a f i n a n c i a l l y -  ' 
. . 

overex tended  gove rnmen t  seeking  t o  ma in ta in  i t s .  c r e d i t  and  y e t  t o  k e e p  on spending 

w a s  a 11 t o o  f a m i l i a r  . Repai r ing  t h a t  gove rnmen t ,  sus ta in ing  i t ,  and minimizing t h e  

c o s t s  of i t s  wrongdoing g a v e  t h e m  the i r  dai ly work. 
.T 

. . In t h e i r -  z e a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  , t h e  crown's  sou rces  of c r e d i t  and  t o  g e n e r a t e  new 

t a x a b l e .  income,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n t endan t s  w e r e  h e s i t a n t l y  p r o m o t i n g  c o m m e r c ' i a l  a n d  
. .  . 

a g r i d u l t u r a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  P u r c h a s e s  ' o'f o f f i ce ,  loans of money , ,  bids t o  f a r m  t axes ,  

a t t e m p t s  t o  c r e a t e  n e w  i n d u s t r i e s ,  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  g r a i n  e x p o r t s  a l l  l o o k e d  

b e  s i r a b l e ,  s i n c e  t h e y  s e e m e d  t o  s o l v e  t h e  monarchy's  pressing domes t i c  problems.  

Those very  ac t iv i t i e s ,  however ,  p laced  r e s t r a in t s  on t h e  gove rnmen t .  T h e  m o n a r c h y  

a c q u i r e d  o b l i g a t i , o n s  t o  r e p a y ,  to  c o n s u l t ,  t o  f avor  t h e  . g e n e r a t o r s  of new income.  . 

Those ac t iv i t i e s  -also caused  t h e  hardships a b o u t  which ord inary  .people b e c a m e  angry: 

e n c r o a c h m e n t  on ' c o m m o n s ;  l o c a l  f o o d  s h o r t a g e s ;  t h r e a t s  t o  s m a l l ,  i ndependen t  

artisans';  oppressive taxatiori;  fo rced  sa l e s  o f  infer ior  s a l t ;  . p r o s e c u t i o n  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  . 

gleaning or  ga the r ing  wood; shoot ing  of smugglers .  



. . 
. . t 

. I  
j F r a n c e ' s  g o v e r n m . e n t  d i d  n o t  c a u s e  t h e s e  e v i l s  o n  i t s  o w n ;  i n d e e d ,  
! . . 

a d m i n k t r a t o r . ~  had,  e n o u i h  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  a l l  of t h e m  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  w h e n  

i t hey  could. Of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry ' s  g r e a t  popular  gr ievances ,  only t h e  imposi t ion 
, 
i of conscr ip t ion ,  t h e  rais ing of  t a x e s  f o r  war ,  and t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  e n f o r c e  r e l i g i o u s  

I c o n f o r m i t y  g r e w  m a i n l y  f r o m  r o y a l  i n i t i a t i v e s .  F o r  t h e  r e s t ,  c o m m e r c i a l  and  

I 
1 agr i cu l tu ra l  cap i t a l i s t s  b o r e  s igni f icant  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  B u t  by  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  
I 

t hose  cap i t a l i s t s  and  au tho r i z ing  the i r  profi t - taking,  t h e  F rench  monarchy took on  t h e  
! 
i 

. . s t i g m a  of t h e i r  misdeeds. King L o u i s  and  his  a g e n t s  paid t h e  price.  
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