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Five Provinces in 1698

In. 1697 or 1698, almost every French intendant set deputies and clients in.

mdtion to. help prepare a memoir for the king and his heir apparent. The memoirs

for the mstructwn of the duc de Bourgogne, as they are known, prov1de a superb

'basellne for the study of socxal change during the elghteenth century Movmg'

forward from these reports for nine or ten decades, we can watch the whole process

by ‘which the growth of th‘e national sta.te and the development of capitalism

transformed"Fran'ce. . We can observe the formation of a potentially revolutionary
dppositidn to the monarchy. Let us follow those changes in five 'contrasting

provinces: Anjou, Burgundy, Flanders, the Ile de France, and Languedoc. The

‘comparison will not‘tell us precisely why a revolution began in France in 1789, but it

will clarlfy the connectlons between very’ large structural transformations and the
consolldatlon of resistance to- royal demands. | |

eromesml, intendant of the ‘Generality of Tours, had - to report on its three
subdivisions: Touraine, Maine, and ‘Anjou. Of Anjou, he observed that its trade

"consists -vof:-supplies people gather in the c'o"untryside,.of cattle (of which the whole

province. provides a large number to adjacent provinces) and of a few items people

make here" (A.N. HI 1588 .,12). Miromesnil saw the trade of Angers ~-- rnainly
textiles. — in -a‘ warmer light. Ange_rs' woolgeﬁ. lndustry_ linked the city with its sheep-
raising hinterland. | | |
City and ‘country had other impdrtant bonds in Anjo_'u. l'-’_roduction and sale of
"white wines in great abundance" connected Saumur and other Loire Valley cities to -
nearby vineyards; Stock-fattening tied cattle’—market- towns such as Beaupréau both to
the farms of the Bocage'and to larger cities outside Anjou. C‘o'ttage linen
prodUCtion_, finally,. atta'ched small commercial towns such as Cholet or Chatea-ugontier‘4
at once to daily’ farm life and to ‘the Atlantic trade_ of La Rochelle,- Nantes, and St. '

Malo. Small mines of coal and iron dotted the landscape. Nevertheless, the Anjou.




~of 1698 turned in on itself mcre than did Languedoc, Burgundy, the lle de France, or
Flanders.

From. ‘a'political point of viéw, likewise, Anjou was less impressive than- most
other provinces: no Estates, no Parlement,. relatively few great nobles to protect or
exploit the province. Except for the deplorable weakness of ‘taxable trade, Anjou was
- a statemaker's -ideal, docile province.

Ferrant, intendant of Burgundy, portrayed his region'as more open than Anjou.
The Duke of Burgundy, the Prince of Conde, and their clients gave the province
strong .ties. to the royal court. Active Estates, a moderately .independent Parlemen't,
“and- mun1c1paht1es ‘with vesnges of autonomy gave Burgundy, in theory, the means of
“mounting’ respectful opposnlon to the ‘crown.

The provmce, furthermore, had some commercral interest. "This beautiful
province," rhapsod1zed Ferrant,

produces plenty of everythmg essentials gram, wme, fodder. There are forests,

tree farms, mines, and iron forges. The soil for grain-growing is not the same

quality in all of Burgundy. The districts (bailliages) of ‘Chalons, Beaune, Dijon,

Auxonne, St. Jean-de-Ldne and Verdun, and - more generally all the lowlands

down to. the Saone, consist of good wheat land, where it usually isn't even

necessary to use fertilizer. Most of the lJand can éeven grow wheat, barley, and
oats-in alternation. There are also turnips, which are only in the ground four
or five months.before being: harvested, thus leaving the earth free for seeding
in grain.  The land can therefore produce three harvests in two years. ‘

The other districts -- Autun, Auxois, Brionnais, Ch’étillon-sur-‘Seine -- are called

mountain areas. Even the Maconnais .and part of the Charolais have only light

soil, and produce little but rye, albeit in great -quantity.

Burgundy also produces plenty of hlgh quality wine. Some of it goes for

‘export: wine from Beaune goes by road to the region of Liege, to Germany, to

Flanders, and even to England (A.N. HL 1588 16).

Like Anjou, then, Burgundy rem'ained‘over\vﬁelmingly an agricultural region. The
difference w'asb'that Burgundy had a heavier involvement in international markets, and
devoted much of its effort to just two valuable cash crops: wheat and_'wine.

Flanders looked different. The "Flanders" of 1698 consisted mainly of lands

~which Louis XIV had recently seized from the Spanish; some of the territory, in fact,



late'r returned to the ‘Low Countries. Three different intendants‘ -- those of Nlaritime :
(or Flemlsh) Flanders, Walloon llanders, and Hamaut ;- divided the territory, and the
_task of reporting on .1t. Ypres, Lllle, and Mons served as capltals of the three
generalities. Armies had been ‘warring ‘back and forth across the whole reglon for
decades, and diplomats were then plotting ways to gain, or regain, permanent control
of its rich resources. o - .

-Many of Flanders' people spoke Flemish, and some spoke Spanish as well. They
drank beer and supported the Cathollc Church falthfully These traits separated them
from much of France. Yet they dlffered most from the people of other: provinces in
» bemg active and successful in trade.

~Lille acted as centerplece to all thls act1v1ty "The city of Lille," ob.se'rv.ed.
intendant Dugué de Bagnols,

._is the one thla.t keeps all the others 1n motion. 1t is, so to speak, the soul of

the whole region's' trade, since the wealth of its inhabitants permits them to

~start big Pprojects. This city's strength is hard to believe. Surely more than

100,000 people in the countryside and neighboring c1t1es live on Lille's business

(AN H1 1588 22). :

What \Las:Lllle s business? _;l'hat was the point: It included both an active
»manufacturing_A_complex (especlal_ly~ téxtiles) ahd the'trade sustained _by. an agriculture
the likes' of which did not exist else\»;'here. - "The effort"of country peop_l._e,'.' wrote
-Dugue’de' Bagnols, "plays a large p'aktr't.' I dare say t.here is hardly a land anywhere in’
‘the world where people work so hard . . . " (A.N. Hl 1588 22). Both . small-scale
textlle pr_oduction and cash-crop agriculture occupied ‘the bourgeois, peasants, and
landless laborers of the’ country In peacetime, furthermore, a large share of the.
goods produced in Lille's reglon flowed across the frontier to cities of the Low
Countnes, and. thence into -world markets. |

"To the northwest, in Flem:lsh Flanders, dairying and stock-raising involved'_a-
larger share of the population. To the southeast, in H‘ainaut, ‘mining of coal and iron

| constituted the region's ~"greatest wealth" (B.N. Fr 22221). Here, the intendant




offered one of the few cémblaints against Fthe region's.'peasants:-As mine operat,ors,'
_they left something to be dcsired; they 'lackedv thevcapital te .g.et at the lesbs-
accessible seams of coal. "Richer and more intelligent people,"f thought . intendant:
Voysin, could _b-ring m machines  to extract all tﬁe 'coal; Ne_verthelese; he gave
Hainaut's p'e0|')le high ratinés'fo% %cheir devotion to work, especially in view ;ofthe"i
repeeted Aravages they ‘had recently suffered -fror-n Freﬁch-Spahish wars (B.N. Ff'
A222_2'1-).' All t_hreeAexp_ert observers of Flanders in 1698 described the region asv
;i’ndustr_'iousA,‘ prosperous, énd eminent_ly commercial. All three could quickly dispose of
clergy and ﬁobility, - They were fe\;\/. ahd uniﬁlportant.: _The'se _ihtendants_were running
afeas populated by cemmpners, and run by bbufgeois.

The Generality'of Peris also Ead more than its _share" of commerce, but
opereted quite differently from Flanders. Intendant Phelypeaux gave the generality
outside ‘of Paris 857,000 people.. Another 560,000 ‘live‘d in the central city>. No other
_}generality of Franee épproacﬁ_ed ‘the 40 per'_cent of‘its populati-on' living in’ cifies.
(’Du»pﬁquier -197‘9': 195-197. The 40 percent includes Paris.). The rest of,the regi'on
'servedAthe capital: truck _f:arr‘ning close at (hand, Versailles and the court at arm's
length,. re‘gions of wheat-growing, winegrowing, and noble residen‘ces over much of the
remaihing terr-itory; Outside of Par_is and its ‘immediate surromvmdihgs, manuiaeturiﬁg _
had n'o‘mo_re‘than local impertance. Provins' descriptiOn in 1698 will_serve; mufatis
mutandis, for all the Generality: |

The Election's only trade i in grain thavt goes by wagon to Port Montain, on

‘the Seine two' leagues from Provins. These people load it on to boats for

~ shipment to Paris..- There. used to be a woolen industry in Provins, but it
- ‘collapsed because of lawsuits between the Merchant Drapers and the Weavers.

The weavers' gild is strong in Provins, and makes good tiretaines which sell in

nearby cmes (B.N. Fr 22205).

'Iﬁ fnany versions, the story repeated itself t-hroughout"the Generality of Paris. It
came down to the consolidation of an ée'onomy committed to the g;eat ’city;s needs.

The Generality had no Estates of its own.. But it more than made up. for that



lack: Paris and its hinterland had the country's preeminent Parlement, a proudl
P ‘ . p Y

autonomous municipality, a massive religious ‘establishment, and the .chief instruments

of national government. - "The Generality of Paris is the most important in the

,kmgdom," crowed Phelypeaux (B.N. Fr 22205) " If its nobles had long since lost most

of thelr power as. seigneurs of 1nd1v1dual parlshes within the lle de France, and if
they treated their. many country houses as places of entertamment and recreatlon

rather than seats of power, the great concentration of noble, bourgeois, and

' ecclesxastlcal landlords in the capltal still gave the region as a whole tremendous
.welght. In 1698, it was already true that “when Paris catches cold, all France blows

“its nose,"

- As intendant Lamoignon de Basville drafted his report on Languedoc, he
portrayed his province as a predominantly agricultural region on its way to becoming

industrial. '- Expanding the textile industry would, he thought, "give the peoples of
al 8 - g & P ,

-Languedoc a new activity; they progress by means -of this sort of work, and the

province can better support itself. this way than by agriculture, since the greater- part

" of the land is sterile" (.A.N.. Hl 1588 26). As of 1698, the greatest recent progress
" had appeared in the sale of woolens,’ especially fine woolens, to the.Levant via

‘Marseille. Basville described the tough French competition with the English and,

especially;_ the Dutch for that profitable trade. The French, he boasted; were

"galmng

ln51de the kmgdom, woolen goods of Lodeve, controlled by merchants of Lyon,
clothed both soldiers and civilians. Trade in silk goods, according to Basville, was
likewise relatively new -- no more than 60 years old as a significant item-of

roduction -- and growing. ~ This trade, too, operated under Lyon's direction. The silk
P 8 g P !

~ trade, commented Basville, "always decreases greatly in wartime, because people

- spend less on furniture and clothes, and because in peacetime we send a good deal of

silk goods to England and Holland. The wool trade, in contrast, increases in wartirne,'




'be-_cau‘se of the large number of troops there are to clothe" (A.N. H1 1588 26),

Basville even saw industry in Toulouse's future. "No City 'in the kingdom.," he

claimed "1s better located for trade and manufacturmg" (AN H1 1588 26). After

'all he - reasoned food was cheap, supphed for manufacturmg were - abundant, and the

city had superb access to -_waterways. ‘He had to admit, however, that as of 1698

« . there is little trade.  The inhabitants' spirit takes them in other.
_directions. They can't stand outsiders: Monasteries and nunneries take up half
the city. The fact that becoming a Capitoul makes one noble puts an.
" additional brake on the growth of trade. The same goes for the Parlement.
~ All the children of big ‘merchants would rather. live as nobles or take on publlc
off1ce than continue . thelr fathers busmess (A.N. Hl 1588 26)

Only the trade in F._renchA wheat ard Spamsh wool, in fact, kept Toulouse from being :

a commercial desert. - One had to go to Carcassonne and to the cities of Lower

‘Languedoc -- Montpellier, Nfrnes, Lodéve -- for the sort of commercial spirit that

warmed an intendant's heart and filled his coffers.
The rich wheat productionof Toulouse's plain, for all its concern to Basville in

crisis years, didn't enter his vision of the future. Nor did Basville consider the -

,inﬂuence. of Lyon and Marseille, or the relative unattractiveness of the landscape for.

| agriculture, as likely' causes of Lower Lanéuedoc's industrial develo_pment. Basville

saw Languedoc's regional variations clearly. In thirteen years of vigorous

administratien, he had learned his province well. But he looked hardest at the

variations -'which affected the success: of his mission, and attributed them chiefly to

dlfferences in the leading inhabitants' spirit of enterprlse.

The 1ntendants of our five reglons, then, described provmces that contrasted in

: important- ways: with respect to the importance of trade, ‘the promxnence of cities,

the extent of manufacturing, the strenfth of the regional nobility, the autonomy of

provincial institutions. At one extreme: Anjou, with fairly weak provincial

institutions, no great magnates, little manufacturing, relatively little commercial -

agriculture. At the other: Flanders, the very emblem of commercialization in




agriculture an'd 'manuf‘a_cturing, just coming under the por\'er of the French crown, still
quite distinctive in administration and ﬁsc-al structure._ V

If Anjou and Flanders deﬁné&i the limits, howe.ver,' the-‘l-le de:AFrance, Burgundy,
a_nd'Languedooeach marked off their oWn- special spaces: the lle de"FranAce for sheer'
‘power- a‘nd‘ wéalth, Sur-gundy f'or its fine w.ines‘ and great nobles; La‘nguedOC for its
Protestants, its comrhercia-_l _.involv’/ement inn AtheA Mediterranean world, its relatively
,'vbig‘or,ous and autonomous ,municipél inétitutiohs, and its sharp internal divisions. In
the: two dimensions of involvement with c‘apitalism'.and subordination to the national

“state, the five regions occupied very different positions.

Capitalism.;and Statemaking

.' "The e.ight’éenth century pushed>all ‘five-regio-ns further along both dimensions: A
toward increased involvemenf‘in capi’ralism, to\_vard greater subordination 4to the state.
In France éS. a ‘whol_é, both 'ogricuitu’ral and ihdusfrial- 'production commercialized as
~ they increased in' volume. The share of manufacturing rose. Capital accu'mulated,’
the proportlon of wage workers grew, and -- at least for such people as day-laborers
and ordmary constructlon workers -- real wages dechned Those changes summed to
the general advance- of. capltallsm.

Capitalismz'grew different'ly in. e’a’ch reg-ion: through» the expansion of. wool and
wheat trades in Languedoc, through the expansion of rural textile production and of '
wmegrowmg in Anjou, through wine -and wheat in Burgundy, through 1ndustr1al gro“th
" in Flanders, through the increasing commercial activity of Paris in the Ile de France.
L.ikewise, the relation.‘s between oapitalist markets and p_easént ‘communities differed
from. région to region. In Burgun’dyA and Languedoc, eighteenth-century landlords were
actively'.p'la.ying the capitalist garﬁé: consolidating property, squeezing out the rights
of small peasants, reestablishing old - dues, shifting to the most profitable cash crops.
In Fvlanders, great landlords had disappeared. Large peasants themsel\‘/es"had'

exceptional strength, although they had ‘to defend their stréngth against both the
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region's bourgeoisie and the local landless. In Anjou and lle de France, large

“landlords had long since snuffed out the privilegeé of peasant-COmmu'_nities_; ’-the fact

that those landlords were largely absentee nobles in‘A"njou and- often .commoners_in
the Ile de Franc.e is quite secbndary. Th_e‘largest difference between the two regions '
lay in the fact that the cash-crop farmers of the Ile de.France were producing for -

an -im_r:nense, hungry, growing, grasping metropolis, while their Angevin counterparts

_continued to grow their crops largely for bexpor_t. "~ The -growers of the lle de France's

great winefield shifted ﬁerceptibly to'c’heaperv 'varietie's for that mass market',during'
the eighteenth century (Lachiver 1982: 132-173). | .

As’ c'apit!al. inéreaseq, conc':entr‘atedv,t and- gre‘w in power, i‘t's' édvances.' stimulated
confl‘ict.- Holders‘of small cépital fought ._off their manib'ulati()n by holders of large

capital, workers struggled with Capitalists, and -- most of all -- people whose lives

. ) . $ . . .
depended on communal or other non-capitalist property relationships battled others

: ‘_ who.tr,ied'to extend capitalist property into those domains. They battled over rights

to land, food, and labor. The.eiéhteenth—century prevalence of the food riot
expressed the strugglé_against merchdnt capital on the local scale.. The rise of

worker-worker and worker-owner conflicts bespoke the. increasing importance of

. Industrial capital and the increasing size of the industrial proletariat. As the

eighteenth century wore on, the intensifying confrontation_ between landlords and

peasants as well as between landlords and-‘the rural poor followed the landlords"

| attempt_s to profit from exclusive capitalist property rights in the land.

_ Statemaking likewise- entered & new phase: After repeated seventeenth-century
challenges to the state's very survival, an eighteenth century of consolidation.

Instead of settling their troo-ps on the land, intendants increasingly taxed to pay for

" military expenses, -and 'segregated soldiers from the civilian population. Instead of

great regional rebellions and major claimants to national power, intendants found

themselves facing dispersed resistance, village by village. Instead ‘of dispatching
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armies to cow the 'people of a city or a region, intendants laid down a dense net of

agents and collaborators'. Louis XV felt sufficiently .confident of his power in the

provinces to use wholesale exile as a way of controlling uncooperative officials and

parlements; in the seventeenth century, ‘exiling powerful enemies would have invited

regional rebellion.” Taxes themselves routinized; the crown not only built up a corps

- of prdfessior'\al ‘revenue officers, but also ‘avoided the imposition of new taxes, and

taxes of du.b‘ious legality. A fortified, bureaucratized fiscal structure became- the

. framework™ of the whole state.. The state's very success ‘generated illegal activity, -
such as the smuggling of salt, which ironically assumed .the state's existence; without

the state's effort to make money by'.monopolizing salt, the price would have been too

low to- entice sngglers.

State control-grew unevenly, consolidating past gains in Anjou, Burgundy, and

the Ile de France while extending d‘ramatically in Languedoc and Flanders. In Anjou,
_ordinary people witnessed the consolidation of state power in the form of tightened

_tax collection, increased regulation of industrial production, more- stringent control of

smuggling and, supremely, promot.ion of the gr'ain.jtrade at- the expense of local

,demartds-for‘fqod. In Burgundy, the state l1kewnse appeared as a promoter of

-marketing and collector of taxes. But the state also made itself known ‘there as the

enemy of parlementary power.

In. the Ile de” France, people found the state invading everyday life. At least

in" Paris, police powers expanded significantly: agents of the state. closed in on

~ previously inviolable "free spaces" such as the enclos du Temple, required householders

‘to light their streets, arrested beggars and vagabonds as never before, organize&

syndicates of many trades in order better to.supervise and tax them. Jean

Delamare's great hanr:lbook .Traite' de la Police, published for the first time by 1720,

~summed up- the precedents and practices of the new, intense surveillance. With the

heightened royal control  of grain markets grew the popular idea that high officials,




perhaps ingluding the king himself, were building a grain_ monopoly in order to reap
the enormous profits speculation could bring. With some justice, the eighteenth-
century’ state ',gaine“d a're»puta»tion as ir;terferir;é and pro‘fiteering;
A"'Yet,.am‘ong our five fegions, it was in Lénguedoc and Fla'nders that state
" power .expanded most rapidly. Languedoc's intendants strove to subordinate
'muniqipalities, the Pérl’emeﬁt, and the Estates to the crown's needs. .In Flanders;
royal égents»sbught. to eliminate ‘the privileges and special .status rgcént conquest had
given' the région, On balance, the crown made great gains. .
R_e’lvativé to an expanding economy, however,- _th.e eighteenth-century state's
démands rése much  less than they had under Louis XIII and Louis XIV. Figure 1
'exp'ress-es the nati;)nal tax burden in terms o'f'hgctol'iters of wheat per person per
3 year; itvdivi'des taxes into direct and '{indirec{;' (not only excise, custohs, and the
like, but lalso other incidental sopré;és), and_ indicates _the.years in which France ‘was
i'nvol‘ved in international wars. It was still true, on the whole., that taxés rose.with'
internaﬁonal wars; yet even. fhat effect attenuated as the créwn relied inc.r-easingly on
longer-term loans for vmilitary"expehditure. Only Napoleon's grea't wars _aftér 1800
reestablished the dr'amatic, imm"e'diat.é CbrginectiAon between warmaking a:nd tax
increa-ses.. In real cost per capita; direct taxes actually ‘déclined slightly over the
_ceritury. | The ﬂuctuatioris .and increases concentrated on .inc_iirect Sources of revenue.
It is as if the Kking _had'lea'med how much resistance he could stir up by increasing
taxes oh land and property, andvhad shifted to taxes -on trade and transagtions. |
Contrary'. to .beliefs on both sides of the English Channel, Fl;éhch people ended
the eighteeﬁth century less heavily taxed than ‘their British neighbors. Figure 2 shows
the. evolution of ‘taxation in Great ng."r\idtain and France from 1715 to 1808, expressed
as a- ghare of income p'erA capita. "l_'he tWo countries began at .ab_out the same levels.
But in,these. terms, France's tax burden per cap;ta decliﬁed, while 4—-' if we include

" -Britain's enormous expenses in the Napoleonic Wars -- British taxes doubled their

10
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share of per ‘capita income. During the eighteenth century, the British state grew

faster than the economy. In France, the opposite was true: the economy grew faster

than the national state.

" Revenues probably came in more easily in Britain than in France; the British

_economy was more eommerciajized than the French, and the British collected a much |
" higher share of the total as indirect taxes. “Nevertheless, it is worth remembering

. that> the Stamp Act, a tax measure designed i'co help pay for the debt accumulated by'

the Seven Years War, not only incited w1despread re51stance in Br1ta1n, but

,.prec1p1tated the first stages of Bntams ~most 1mportant elghteenth century rebellion:

the American Revolutlon..

Then the wheel turned.'- 'Despite the 'relatiyely rapid growth of the French

econorny, the crown's ineffectu‘al'eff-orts to’ cope with debt accumulated from the

Seven Years War and the Amerlcan Revolution prec1p1tated its great struggles with

the . Parlements durlng the 1770s and 17805. They eventually led to the calhng of the

Estates General in 1789. That convocatlon opened the way to Frances own,
revolution.

Economic growth and taxes obviously varied from one region to another. By

the“_eighteenth century's third quarter, the distribution of agricultural production and

tax burden looked something like this:

11




VINGTIEMES

\ | "VALUE OF - VINGTIEMES  VINGTIEMES/
o PER SQUARE GRAIN PER  PER SEPTIER 100 LIVRES
GENERALITY LEAGUE - $Q. LEAGUE  OF GRAIN OF VALUE
Paris = - = 6,576 55,909 o -'1.95. 11.76
Tours 1,669 45,861 0.54 3.63
Dijon 1,571 77,759 1 0.37 2.02
Montpellier - 1,439 50,728 0.58 . 2.84
Lille 4,388 92,921 0.83 5.26
Valenciennes 2,280 22,729 o 1.63 10.03

SOURCE: Remond 1957

The_vingtiéme_, then a new tax keyed td estimates »Vo'f revenue from the» land,
Vr'e.;sresénterd an attempf at reform rather ‘than '_a'n.a(A:cumulation of previous practic-es.'
- Nevertheless, royal estimates 6f "ability to pay" sti.llvAdepended’i-n part on political
co,nsideriatiohs,_and on the sheer cost .Qf 'collectiorj. Altﬁou_gh the g_eneralitie's.of Paris
a_nd Lille had high prdductiv’ity in g‘i”afih, their taxes ran disproportibloné.tely. high. - The
Generality of V'a'l'e‘h‘ciehn_es (roughly, Hainaut and Cambrésis) péid for..beingva military
outpost, .but had somé. revenué_s froﬁw mi.nes', and metalworking to make up for it. |
Whether. measured by taxes per volime or ta'xes‘pér vélue,. the generalities of Tour:s',
: ,. Dijoﬁ, and Montp'ellier clearly ha_d the fiscal ad'vantage,;

| In Qne_ respect, stat_émaking and capitélism worked in'opposite directvions.'
Statemaking, broadly speaki'ng', homogenized Fpanée and each of its regions: imposed a
.com>m‘_on language, a singlé administration; increasingly comm_oﬁ systemé of law, 'taxes,A.
regulation, -and‘coe'r_cion.’. If statemaking had an uneven impact ddring thé eighteenth
i centu-ry, that ‘was because thé installation of the standafd apparétus had farther- to go
- in ‘a Flanders than in aﬁ Anjou.
'.The extension of c:apitalist property Arelations, on the other hand, tended- to”

differentiate among regions and even within.-them. "On the whole, areas of

.12
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agricultural -capitalism began to lose their industry, regions concehtra_ting on a single

cash crop became more common, and where industrial capital was accumulating that

accumulation speeded up. - Thus.eighteen_’th-’éentury: Anjou -saw Cholet emerge as the

nucleus of a small region of ,intensive. rural linen production tied closely to .the

_Atlaht_ic trade, while nearby Saumur played its part as the capi-tal"of wine and wheat;-

the contrast b_etiveen the two_ cities, and between their 'hinterlands, sharpened as the

century moved on.

Statemakers continued to rely on holders of capital'.for ‘their day-to-day =

revenues, and the capitalists continued to profit from their alliance. -Sp'eaking of

E Y ' : i_' o .
~special commission on tax-grabbers established by the Regent (the Duke of Orleans)_,

shortly after his arrival in power, Ahgers' “Canon Rene .Lehoreau reminisced that:

People claim that the: commission made those scoundrels pay back more than
300 million in the year 1716 alone.  The first tax-grabber (malttier) arrested
in Angers was Verrie, receiver of Ponts-de-Ce. The commissioners of Angers,
by order of those of Paris, arrested him and had him taken, feet and hands
~bound, to-the. city's royal prison, where he stayed for a long time. Through
the influence of his friends, he was finally taken to Paris, where he found
favor; they decriminalized hlS case, and turned ‘it into a civil suit.  Thus he
‘escaped the threat of -punishmient for his embezzlement. . They . charged him
25,000 livres. - What saved him was that he had dealmgs with our upright
mtendant, who, frankly speakmg, told him to steal; since [Verri-e] had taken
care to keep his letters, he received favorable attention. Anyway, half the
city was secretly involved in tax-grabbing and working with him; their- fear of -
- getting caught likewise helped him. His post was eliminated, but he has so
many friends that he is still collecting and, in fact, never stopped the only

difference is that he now ddes it through an intermediary (Lehoreau 1967: 257-
258). :

'lndeed contmued Lehoreau, it wasn't clear that Verrle ‘would ever have to pay back

‘the 25,000 livres. The maltdtier was Lndlspensable, he had so much mﬂuence that

royal officials could not afford to. eliminate him. In. this respect, eighteenth—century
statemakers continued the practices of the seventeenth century.

An ‘Opposition Forms

_Fiecal policy was not the only sphere in which statemakers helped capitalists

e‘Xpl‘oit other people, and in which exploited. people ;Qmed increasingly against royal
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po-liey.~ The same thing happened in regard to food supply, craft monopolies, and .

access to land. E—igh"t_een.th-century royal officials went even farther than .their

'.vs’evente'enth-centu,ry predecessors in promoting the nationalization of the "grain trade.

That meant combatting the claims of par‘tieulér locelities to the supply of grain
c_drrently on hand. They "freed" the grains.t_ra,de as a rapidly rising -share of ‘the total

population came to depend on marketed grain for everyday consumption. -More and

‘more people -- especially wage-workers- in agriculture, in rural industry, or both at

ane ',-;- therefore%became vulnerable - to shortages' and price rises. Result: an

unprecedented amount of contention over control of food

Craft monopohes d1v1ded the crafts themselves.- Large masters comm.on.ly’

evaded those portlons of the old regulatlons ‘that limited the- numbers of their

Journeymen'and apprentices, and that confined theml to workers duly approved by the

.loc_a_l'ar.tisans._ But large masters also held jealously to their control of t_he market.

Small masters commonly sought to maintain the corporate structure and the

restrictions on 'q_uality'g'uaranteed, with dect‘eésing effectiveness, by gilds. " Workers

fought the efforts of masters and entrepreneurs to undercut them by hiring cheaper,

less 'well-organized outside labor. Journeymen, expelled' from the gilds by their

masters, formed corm)agnonnages to defend their rlghts, and continued to use them

after the. legal abolition of trade corporatlons in the 1770s. Small masters against

large masters, compagnonnages against all masters, rival compagnonnages against each
other, all 'loca.l ﬂvorl.<ers against.outsiders -- as capital -concentrated, conflict
intensified. |

With respect to land, the crown geherally acted to promote its transformation

into dispos:able.property', to strengthen the rights of owners, to discourage multiple

- use rights in the same land. Customary hunting became poaching. Customary .

gleaning. and gathering became trespassing. Customary scratching out of a corner of '

the wasteland became squatting. All became offenses to be puﬁ_ished by rhanotjial‘ and
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royal courts. Landlords and their managers rationalized their estates', revivéd old
dues; brought thelr rent books up to date, pushed for or agamst enclosure of commons
depending on whether their incomes came mamly.from cultlvatlon (Com-mons
undesirable) or-grazing (commons deslrable).' All in all, their'action‘s reinforced. the

positions of the more prosperous peasants -- whether renters or owners -- and pushed

4 smallholders toward the rural proletariat. In the. agrarian world, then, large landlords

'fought w1th orgamzed communities over dues and over control of common resources,_ _
, whlle poor people resxsted the loss of their rlghts to hunt, fish, glean, pasture, gather
‘wood, and patch together an existence from' a hundred clever uses of the common

'ground.

‘For France's ordinary .people,- the eighteenth'century. fused the costs of

- statemaking with the burdens of capitalisrn"; ‘A fiscal policy favoring those who

loaned their capital to the state and 'extrgcted it from the people, a food policy
favoring the shipment of local supplies wherever merchants could get the highest
price, a strenuous effort to break monopolies of.w,orkers over: local employment, an

encouragement of bourgeois property in land -- all these features of government

~ action forwarded the interests of capitalists. ‘Among the great eighteenth-century

“ministers,  no doubt Turgot had the clearest view of this program. He self-consciously

advocated the accum-ulation of capital, the eliminat'ion of small .farmers, and the
sp'read. of \vage-labor-..in"agriculture and industry. It would be hard —to make the .ca_ll
for capitallsm more emphatic. But all French_ g'overnments of the later eighteenth
century helped make such a program a reality. They trar‘npledrthe ‘interests of
ordinary people : | ) ’

‘Alliances of capltallsts w1th statemakers produced a conglomerate opposition.
On the 1mp11C1t principle that the enemy of my enemy is my friend, petty producers,

tradesmen, small peasants, proletarians, lawyers, offlcers of Parlements, and

Protestants all Jomed in re51stance to royal power._ _ During the eighteenth century,
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the crown took' to direct attaclxs on the Parlements and on other institutions blockmg'

Aaccess to its potentlal income. Those attacks sohdlf;ed,the opposmon. They helped.

the national zn_etwork of lawyers and Parlementary officials to become the opposition's

" connective _tissue.. ~ Several times('beiore‘.l_789, large parts of th_veA opposition reached

the point of sustained defiance to t‘dyal command -- reached, that is, a revolutionary

situation. In 1789, the addition of a 51gn1f1cant subsistence CI‘ISIS 1nten51f1ed the

"revolutlonary 51tuat10n by 51multaneously lining up exceptlonal numbers’ of poor people -

. against royal ofﬁcllbals and by d15play1ng, yet agam,» the inability of those officials to

put down the poor in the absence of broad support from therich.

‘In all these’ regards, the Ile de France had pride  of place. Through the latter. -

half of the. eighteénth' centur_y, the struggle of the Parlement of Paris \\'i_t_h' the crown

provided - the chief signal and symbof for the crown's opponents elsewhere. As the

o mar.quis d'Argenson conﬁded to his diary for 28 N'ovember 1751:

'Yesterday mormng appeared a decree of the King's Council suspending a .
number. of consumption taxes: droits rétablis, 4 sous par livre, etc. That will
. make life cheaper in Paris. - The preamble says the act ‘is due to the dearness
of bread, and will last until bread prices decline. All this has made people say
that the government is afraid of the people, who could rebel, seeing the

.. Parlement in revolt and giving the example; that it took the step improperly,
with craven fear, that it would never have done so without the speeches
against -the government, without the shouts of the assembled people when the.
Dauphin entered Paris, and so on (Argenson 1865: VII, 47). :

(When. reading this analysis, it is worth. remembermg fchat the marquis' father, Voyer

'_d'Argenson,.had been Chancelor - ahd scourge of the Paflemeht --. during the
‘Regency of Louis ?(V). Wit_h the accéletation,of direct taxation and gbvernmehtal
"boi—_rb\')ving of the Seven Years' War (1756-1763), the Paflemehts of.- France tightened
their alliances, deepened their résistance, and lined ub -more solidly than ever beside'

theA Parlemenf of Paris.

A p-aradoxical situation emerged. One mlght have thought that royal )

“institutions and ennobling OfflCE‘S would  bind dxgmtanes to the crown 1deolog1cally, as

they did fmancrally. .In fact, almost the opposite occurred. On _the whole, places.
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w1th Parlements and other courts full of offxceholders mounted the most serious
opposition to royal pohcy from the 17505 to the beginning of the Revolution. Note

the numbers of ennobling offices, as of 1789, in the capitals of our hve reglons:

Paris o S :_ 1055
Dijon - 187
Montpellier | _ 175 :
Toulouse- -~ . . | 172
Lille - 17
Angers 2

(source: Shapiro & Dawson 1972)

The list describes the approximate rank order of resistance to royal will. Where

‘ofﬁceholders and institutions proliferated, three crucial things happened. First, in the

process of creatlng offlces and institutions, the crown also cemented nghts,

-pr1v11eges, and veto powers Second the courts, assemblies, and other institutions
'nommally serv1ng the king gave their occupants means of meetmg, formmg common

-programs, and broadcastmg those programs to a wamng publlc. 'Thlr‘d, officeholders

developed a strong interest both in limit_ing the crown's further indebtedness andin

sustaining the ability of their institutions to bargain for the payment of their salaries.,

To the extent that they added matters of principle and of regional rights to these

considerations, the Parlements and other sovereign courts became formidable bases of
opposition.
With the suspension of many Parlements, including the Parlement of Paris,

from 1771 to Louis XV's death in 1774, their‘ opposition became visible throughout the

nation. The Paris Parlement even acquired a popular ‘following in its own home

territory; that following lasted until the end of 1788. At that point, the Parlement,
restored to its functions after two more periods of exile .and faced with popular-

demands for a thorough housecleaning, aligned itself with the crown in defense of its
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- own privileges. Then the Estates General, soon to become a National Assembly, took

over.

- Thus occurred a series of switches worthy of the Fronde. The Parlements soon

»aba'nd_éned a revolution they had made pbssible; when ordinary people. demanded the

' curtailing of privilege, popular demands began to fhfeaten the Parlements' own

enormous privileges. The -capitalists against ‘whom ordinary people first directed their

revqli:_tiohar.y actipn'di\)ided Sharply; those whose’ strehgth lay in lahd and fiscal

privilege génerally clung to the threatened. monarchy, while those who took their

‘advantage from .con'trol of capital and prof‘_e?sional skill soon leaped over the masses

to lead the oppositioh to the crown. Even royalty divided: The king's brother, comte ‘

- de Provence?. maintained his Pa!ais. Rbyal as an island of free speech forbidden to the

police, while the duc d'Orléans (father of the Louisv-P'hilippe" who became King of the

French in 183(_)) cast his lot ’de'éisively wth the opposition in 1787 -- and suffered
exile for it before going to the ‘giuillotine, in. 1793, for his ties to counter-revolution.

_'Only the bloc of ordinary people remained more or less constant; ordinary people

were certain that they wanted food at a feasible pr'ice-; equitable:' and moderate

taxation, 'checks on speculators, and gUarantees of employment. Their alliances

.changed, but their interests remained the same.

What Barbier Saw, 1718-1762
No .eighteenth-ce'nt-ury observer saw all this coming. In. fact, no eighteenth- -

century observer saw the whole range of events that might have signaled the

o :~apprqach of great changes. But two-observant bourgeois of Paris chronicled many of -

the crucial conflicts before the Revolution. Between them, Edmond-Jean-Frangois

~Barbier and Sebastian Hafdy 'kept detailed journals for almost every year from'_l718

through 1789.
Barbier was a lawyer who never married. He lived all his life -- from 1689 to

'1771.‘-'- in ‘the house his father had bought in the rue Galande. From 1718 (when he
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was 29) to 1763 (when he was 74) he kept a journal of epigrams, songs, verses,

. decrees, gossip, and faits divers running seven volumes in manuscript and four in

expurgated print (B.N. Fr 10285-10291; Barbier 1847-1856). He never missed a royal
wedding, pregnancy, birth malady, or death. Bad. weather, high prices, juicy scandals,
exceptlonal celebratrons, and spectacular executions found their way unfalhngly into

his notebook Amtd ‘the hlstoncal brlcabrac, Barbler also reported the great conflicts

- and 'movements of the day: royal and ecclesiastical attempts to put down the too-

" rigorous Jansemsts, resistance of the Parlement to wartime taxes, chains of food

rlots. :

" No substantial movement entered Barbie’r'e record until 1720. InAMay of that -

" _year came a _popular‘rebellioh against the Parisian Watch. They were tramping

through the city looking for vagabonds to arrest, with the strong incentive of a

Vv bounty at 100 sous per capttve The' Watch made the mistake of trying their skills in

~ the Faubourg Salnt Antome “Everyone came into the streets and rose up w1th clubs

and other weapons They fell upon the archers, who fired the pistols they were

carrymg At that, the crowd beat the archers up. A dozen of them went to the

* Hotel-Dieu for trepanning" (Barbier 1847-1856: 111, 139).

That same year the so-called Law S'yste’m'(:olla‘psed. For two years, the

- Scottish -banker John Law.had been werking to convert French national debt into

shares of the Company of the Indies, and in the process to arrange a hidden’

o devaluation'of the ‘debt. _In_echo_es of the Fronde, petty b-our-geois and

Parlementarians alike protested the attack on the guaranteed annuities (rentes) that

constituted the mainstay of their income. Become Comptroller General in 1720, Law

“made his bank the agent of the conversion, and limited the amount of paper money
'any‘on'e could withdraw. "The run on Law's bank in the Palais Royal (where Barbier

‘reported 15,000 people jammed into the narrow rue Vivienne on 17.July). first left a

~ score of people trempled to death, then had crowds.milling with threats to break into
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the palace.

For its opp051t10n to Law's maneuvers, the Parlement of Parls found itself

.exiled 'to Pontoise. 'On the first of September, ‘when Barbier ‘strolled up to the Etoile
'With: rhany other people to watch the fine folks return from the Bezons Fair, he saw
the "lackeys" and "populace" ééu attention to Law's livery and stone the carriage. in
.which. Mr.nef. Law was hassing by (I, 50). just after'Christmas, Barbier no,_tedA the

- triumphant reentry of the recalled Parlement from Pontoise -- its popularity the more

surprising becaljsé, it had just given in to the king by registering the anti-Jansenist
papal bull Unigenitus. He saw that the Parlement was becoming the' focus of popular
opposition to royal power.

" To be sure, ‘Barbier mlssed some of the other conflicts of 1720 in Pans and 1ts

h‘interland He failed to mentlon, for example, a strike of Parlslan journeymen
‘printers, and the battle with tax—colle_ctors that stirred up Ville d'Auray on 2!

January (Kaplan 1979: 39; A.N. G7 443). The following year, on the other hand, he

.did note ‘a free-for-all between the servants of great nobles and the guards at the

Fva'ir. of St. Germain (I, 77-78). In 1721 he also chronicled the Vengeance of

| spectators at th’e whipping of a thief' When the thie'f'sv victim called for the hangman
to whip harder, the crowd sacked the victim's house (I, 79—80) "Barbier's journal
likewise mentloned the arrival .of a peasant delegation from Saint- Cloud at the Palais

' Royal (th‘e Regent's seat) to ask compensation for the_ damage done to their flelds by

the crowd at a local festival; the destruction by a crowd numﬁbering "five or six

.thousand people" of the stocks set up near the ‘house of ‘M. d'Erlach, captain.of the
" Swiss Guards, for the punishment of a servant who had insulted Captain d'Erlach's

-wife; and the throngs who went to visit the captured highwayman -Cartouche in

prison, then watched his breaking on the wheel (I: 95, 107-115).

. Through the 1720s, we find Barbier continuing to report bepular vengeance

', against too-zealous punishment, an occasional food riot or strike, and pitched battles
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between rival groups of young men. He neglected, for some reason, the repeated

encounters of toll- and tax-collectors with unwilling customers. Yet he kept on

noting such 'curious conflicts as the one besetting Big Thomas, tooth-puller on the .

Pont Neuf, in September 1729. Thomas proposed to celebrate the birth of a Dauphin

by holdmg a free dinner for all comers on the’ brldge, after the Pohce Counc1l.
forbade the dangerous gathering, dlsappomted dmers who arrived broke the wmdows of

Thomas_ nearby house (I, 297-298). In the 1730s, Barbler seems - to have’ notlced

“rather more public demonstrations of support for the. Jansenists (in the form, for’

 example, of mass attendance at the funeral of a prOminent ‘Jansenist priest) amid the

celebrations and condemnations An unhkely but deflmtxve fusion of Jansemsm,.
Gallrcamsm and the defense -of Parlementary privilege was occurring. It became a
popular- cause to the extent that it opposed the arbitrary power of pope and king.

In the 1740s resistance to conscriptiOn for the militia joined the catalog of

prominent--conflicts. So did attacks on the police' sent out to pick up beggars; the

‘police. were rumored to be .sending their victims -- men, women, and children -- off

to' populate Lou151ana (Recalling that moment, glazier'Jacques -Louis Menétra

' mentloned another rumor: "They were takmg young boys and bleedlng them to death~
S0 the blood could bathe a princess strlcken with an 1llness that only human blood
' could cure"; Menetra 1982: 3#, in Barb1ers version of the same tale, the blood bather

- was a prince.)

Small run-ins among police, vagrants, and people who came to the vagrants'

-defense were everyday affairs in Paris.- On 28 January 17#9, for example:

" G. Delacroix, brigadier of the, Hospltal Archers, was going through the rue
. Dauphine with his brigade this morning. They arrested a beggar, who by his
shouts and résistance aroused the populace so much that for his safety, and to
avoid the mistreatment they were preparing to give him, Delacroix and his
. brigade” had to let the beggar go. When he and his brigade were passing the
shop of Auger the hatter, someone threw several potfuls of water and urine
- from the third storey, which encouraged the populace to gather agam and to
“throw stones (Farge 1979: 1#9)

21




: The ‘greatest of all suc‘hvconﬁicts came in May 1750.. On Friday the _22~d,.
several_Parisian crowds attacked policemen accused of seizing children, and sached
-the "houses in which the& took refuge. On Saturday, people besieged,_a -house-
shelte:ri.ng'.a police spy near-the Church of Saint-Roch. A m-ernber .of.‘the‘. Watch shot
“a man in the.belly The crowd responded,.by smashing the. house's door. and windows.
Finally the police gave up their spy: "The people .. massacred h1m in a’ trlce, they
dragged him by the feet, head in the gutter, to the house of M Berryer, Lieutenant-
,.General of the pohce, ‘who llves near Salnt Roch "oWe haven't seen such a sedition
in forty years," commented Barbier (III 133 136) At that point, he re-ported, the
re51stance to the "l<1dnapp1ng" of beggars was spreading through the‘ provinces, and
prov1d1ng the occasion for. a ma]or serles of battles in Toulouse. | |

_ Durmg that decade of the 17505, however, Barblers journal gave more space to
-'the 1nten51fy1ng.controversy over Jansentsm, and to the closely-related struggle
between._Parle.ment- and King. He neg.lected the. simultaneous 'intensif___icat_ion of
‘ industrtal co'n.flict, as well as multiple conflicts over the price and supply of food.
 Toward the end of the decade, once the Seven Years r‘W‘ar was underway and news.of '
' French, losses in Canada ~c'om'ing in, Barbier was-recording another triumphant return:
of Parlement from ex1le, and its resistance - to the 1mposmon of war taxes He was
also noting the claxms of some prov1nc1al parlements and pamphleteers to speak for
the Nation as a- whole - By 1763, at war's end he descnbed the great struggle
between the Parlement of Toulouse and the king's representative, the duc de Saint- '
Jarnes. During the year's.last. days, an assembly -of duhes and peers was- meeting in
.Paris to -co'ndemn the Parlement of Toulouse: for its présumptuon.is treatment - of ,one of
their own (lV,- 4_81-483). On lthat prophetic note, 'Barbier's -accoun-ts of-_co'nflicts
ended. | . | | ‘

What' Hardy Saw, 1764-1789

Barbier's neighbor Sebastian Hardy took up the chronicle in 1764, and continued

22




" to 1789‘ Hardy, born in Paris in l729 entered the booksellers' gild in 1755 His

shop, marked with a golden column, stood on the rue St. Jacques near the rue de la

'Parchemmerle, about 80 meters from the “corner of Barblers rue Galande. As a

llterate and well connected shopkeeper with plgnon sur rue on one of the Paris' major '

) arterles, he could easily keep his eye on. the c1tys comings and goings. That he dld

His elght manuscr;pt volumes for twenty six years set, down an even fuller account of

Parisian ~.affa1rs than Barblers seven volumes for forty—flve years (B.N. Fr 6680-6687;.

the one published volume contains an abridéement'o'fi'the por'tion of the joUrn'al

running from 1764 to 1773).

~ Like Barbler, Hardy made lt a point to record rumors. about public figures,
sedmous posters, major edlcts, royal celebratlons, colorful crimes, and the 1ncessant
executlons at the Place -de Gréve. In the 1760s, 'he had the chance to record the

dastardly doings of the marquis de Sade, just as news of Beaumarchais, Voltaire, and

Ben)amln Franklm entered his notebooks for the 1770s. Open conflicts only went into .

.the Journal as a small part of the Hews.

During the 1760s, nevertheless, Hardy caught wind of a major food riot in
Rouen (1768) and a rebelllon against k1dnappers of chlldren in Lyon (1769). He

mentioned another exile of the Parlement of Br1ttanyﬂ(l76'9) In Parls, he paid little

. 'attennon to the important industrial confllcts going on during that decade, but noted

“the city's occa51onal brawls, kldnapplngs, and popular rebellions agalnst mumapal and

royal authorltles
On 4 July 1768, for example,- archers tried to arrest .a young man for debts in
the rue St. Honoré, and the young man fled into a shop. The archers followed,
attacking both the shopkeeper and his wife. Then:
A Body Guard who witnessed the scene was outraged to see them mistreating
the woman. He took sword in hand and fell furiously upon the archers. That
increased the disturbance, and many other people joined in. The battle grew,

lasting three hours despite the calling of Watch squads from several
neighborhoods (B.N. Fr 6680).
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~ This. tvas one ot the two basic scenarios for the Parisian brawl:. Either (as in this-
3case) a struggle began w1th resistance to a repressive act by authormes, or members
- of two competmg groups began battling after an encounter between them tripped oﬁ
‘a .dlqute,about‘precedence, deference, and honor.
In the 1770s, Id'ardy continued to note'the brawls, but he also reported _more.
frequent food l’lOtS, agltatxon over .exile and recall of the Parlements, and burnmgs of -
- ministers .in eﬁlgy -- plus occasional news of the rebellion against England in- far-off
‘America. ~The 1770s did not begln ausp1c1ously To celebrate the marriage of Mane
. Antomette of Austria- to the Dauphm, grandson of the king, the C1ty put on a great-
“show .of f1reworks_ at . the 'Place_ Lours XV. The fireworks were spectacular. bot,
: according to one. count, 132-~Apeop‘1"e died in- the street-s near the Place, crushed andﬁ
_trampled by the crowd (Carnavalet 1982: 77 78) .The'.‘event augured the disastrous
rexgn to come when the Dauphm, as Lou1s XVI, occupled the throne in 1774
Among the many struggles over food in the 1770s, Hardy reported "popular
.emotiohs“ in C'Zauvdebec, Toulouse,' and Reirns .during. July. 1770, then a "consid'erable.‘
upnsmg" in Besangon durmg August 1771 (B.N. Fr 6680). .If no food riots entered
"Hardys journal for 1772 the "following year made up for the om1551on, Aix, Toulouse,.
Bordeaox, Albl, and Mar.mande all appeared on the roster for the spring of-1773.
| Y.et>177.4 and 1775 left the brevi‘ous years far behind. .At the death of Louis
.XV in- t7_74, Torgot replaced the unpopular abbe Terray .a5~Comptroller General. True
to .his beliefs, Turgot tried to stimulate commerce,~ and therefore wealth, by freeing-
the .grain market from local, regional, or national administrative interven'tion. He
insisted on his principles despite the poor harvest.of 1_774.‘ tie .tool.< a chance, and

lost.

' 1775, year of the Flour War (Guerre des Farines) brought ‘a chain of local
rebellions to Paris' hinterland. On the 15th of 'March, 'Hardy noted the price of bread

- for the first time that year; it had risen six deniers, from ll sous 6 deniers to 12
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sous for a four-pound loaf. ‘From that time on, Hardy recorded each price rise. For

~the market of 26 April, he registere_d- an increase to l3s. 6d.; reported a series of

provincial food riots, and singled out the one in Dijon. There, he said, "the populace

. ﬁ.. - . .
invaded the house of the Sieur de Saint-Colombe, counselor -of the late Maupéou

~ Parlement; who was known to be one of the grain monopolists; they upset and broke

everything, and searched for him everywhere." Well, not everywhere: Saint-Colombe

manage’d to hide in a coalpile. Thefcr.owd also sacked Saint-Colombe's country house,

-carrymg off ‘the gram and fodder (B.N. Fr 6682).

Soon after followed '"popular emotions" in Pontoise, Samt Denis, Saint- Germa1n-~
en- Laye, Versallles, and other places near Parls People began to say that the-kmgs

coronation, schedu,led to occur. in -Reims on 11 June,'Would be postponed because of

‘the "fermentation"v. In Versailles, on 2 May, people forced bakers to sell their.‘bread
~at 2 aou.s a pound,, and declared "that the ‘same thing would happen"everywhere,
bincluding Paris" (A.N..K 1022). The Flour War's critical battle occurred in Paris_-

itself the very next day." At the market of 3 May, the price of a foor-pound loaf.

rose to 14 sous. People began to seize the bread in the market, then to break into.

the shops of bakers who did not open and yield their stocks freely. This time Hardy

- saw aetion close up: A crowd entered the hou-se ~where Hardy lived in the Place
: Mau.b_ert,' 'and . made him turn over 'the key to his Storeroom so they coold search 'for

" hoarded grain. They broke into the shop next door "to seize the bread a merchant
1 from the local market had stored there and hkew1se entered the nearby shop of

Hardys brother -in-law.,

Hardy therefore had - the chance to notice several 1nterest1ng thmgs about the'
"pillagers" that they were mainly women and children, that they took care to leave

untouched other merchandlse than bread, that at least some of them insisted on

.paying for their bread at 2 sous per pound, about three-fifths of the current ‘market

price. After a slow start, police and troops cleared the streets. Armed guards
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protected each bakery for about two \veeks,sand patrolled the markets until
November. In. between, a number of "seditious posters" appeared on Paris' walls.
Ohe of them read. - |
| Henry V was assassinated.

‘Louis XV just missed.

Louis XVI vy,ill‘be massacred before he is crowned (B.N. Fr 6682).
(Louis XV had been iijust missed" by Damiens' assassination attempt in 1757.)
Although grain riots ceased With the harvest of 1775, Paris had one last battle in the
_ central market over the price of eggs, 1n February 1776 Then, in. 1776, food riots
ieft Paris for. a dozen years; they oniy revived'inAmid—l788. Qutside of Paris,
conf:licts over'food»also‘ declined. The large rebellion of Toulouse in 1778 was an
exception -- and, -in any case, not so much a f.ood' riot as a struggle between militia
“and‘ municipality. | : |

As the storm had grown around bread prices in town after town, a tempest had

blown about the Parlements. In his New Year's Day notice for 1772, Hardy wrote

that: ' B .
Today personal letters from Rouen told me that agitation is growing from one
day 'to the next because of the establishment of the High Council (Conseil
Supérieur).  Almost all members of the council had to leave town for fear of
being assassinated. The cure of Saint-Maclou ‘didn't dare leave his parsonage,.
where he was more or less. held hostage by the poor of his parish, whom he
couldn't help for lack of resources. The clergy, the -nobility, indeed all the
orders of Normandy seem ready to rebel against the policies of the Chancelor,
which are beginning' to hurt them badly (B.N. Fr 6681).

"The Chancelor" was Maupeou, whose. High Councils were supposed to become an'

"improyed alternative to -the recently exiled Parlements. A few days into the new

_year, a crowd in Rouen forced Ficquet de Wormanville, a president of the new High

Council, to get out of his _'carriage,_kneel in the mud, and promise never again to

att_end meetings of the unpopular body. ~About the same time, people had posted a

death sentence and built a gallows to'hang Ficquet :and intendant Crosne (who also
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se_rv._ed. as Flrst“ President of the councll) in effigy. The government sent troops: to
_Rouen. Theevents.of Rouen set off hopeful Abut fal’se rumors of the Chancelor's
firing. Later in the ’vear,' Hardy saw graffiti on Paris walls: Maupéou scoundrel, a
, Chancelor for hanging, a villain to draw and quarter. | | .

When Maupeou fmally did go mto ex1le in August 1774, the people of.

Complegne (temporary seat of the government) stoned hlS carriage. Soon people were

» _'burnmg dummies of Maupeou and Comptroller General Terray in the squares of Paris.

'In ‘the Place Dauphine, the -Chancelor's dummy was made of a laundry can stuffed
" with straw, topped with a head and bedecked with an old Jud1c1al robe, people there
announced a Dec1sxon of the Parlement, wnlch sentences Sieur de Maupeou,
.Chancelor of Franc’e’, to"be'l.)urned alive, tlis ashes sca_ttered to the Winds - a~
pumshment 1mmed1ately v1s1ted upon the dummy. Two days later, the new Maupeou .
mannequm burned at Henry IV's statue on the Pont Neuf was stuffed with flreworks
On 12 September, yet another crowd at the Place Dauphine 1nnovated, with grotesque’
funeral ceremonies, they burled an effigy of the abbe Terray. .

In July 1774 ‘the people of Cor?\pxegne and Paris had. 51gnaled as dlrectly as’
tney; dared .-thelr.opposmon to the new km‘gs apparent mtentlon to maintain his late
grandfather's policies: ‘When the king's carriage passed by, they remained -quit'e_ sllent. .
("My people are rather fickle," remarl<ed the king, "but I forgive them.. They haye no
idea what good things'l plan to do for. them™: B.N. Fr 6681). But the people knew
: their preferences: When' the -king finally sacked Maupeou, crowds began to shout Long
Live the King. Wnen the. king recalled the old.Parlernent in November 1774, Paris'
fishwives gave their customary homage: -they sent a delegation with bouquets of laurel
to call on the retur.nin'g dignitaries. As a focus of popular displays of'support and
* . opposition, the'-strug‘gle of king and Parlement practically disappeared until the crisis

of the later 1780s. - |

In 1775, amid the many conflicts over food, came news of the return of the
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provincial Parleme'nts te their'furrctions. Then that _struggle; too, subsided--_ for years.
_ During the later 1770s, Hardy's journalA carried more news about insurgents in North
America than about any in France! In 1777, fpr exaruple, the closest thing. Paris saw
to rebellion \rvas rhe arrival in Versailles of ‘the few members of a peasant delegation
‘from' Alsac;e ﬂwho had escaped arrest by royal troops en route; they had’ set out to
complain of the corvees‘imposevd:by their abbot overlord. 'An.occasional turnout, a
V-flght over. precedence In .processions, attacks on customs guards, student brawls
) 4marked thé next half-dozen - years. |

During the early 1780s, indeed, a street-level observer -would have to have been:

I clairvoyantvto .know that. a revolution was in the offing; The new decade did, to be

- sure; brmg controversies over such subversive books as Choderlos de Lenclos' Liaisons -

» angereuses, Mercxers Tableau de Paris,-and Rousseau's Confessmns (In his entry for

17:-Juné 1782, Hardy called the Confessions “singular and bizarre": B.N. ‘Fr 6684.)
But the great public events included the first balloon flights by ‘the Montgolfier
‘brothers of the Vivarais, the triUmphant return of the marquis de Lafayette from the
American'\rfar, the end of that war in 1783 and, the previous year, celebrations for
the birth of another Dauphin.
A note of 'go\'/ernmental caution entered the plannihg for 'thbse eelebrations.
rAs Hardy noted
To divide the people and amuse them at the same time, .the Prevot des
Marchands and Echevins took the precaution to place the dance halls with
- orchestras, the. distribution of bread, wine, and meat as well -as quarters of
s turkey in different parts of the capital, such as the new grain market. in the
St.” Honore quarter (it was beautifully arranged), the new veal market in the
. Place Maubert quarter, and the old half-moon of the Boulevard Samt Antome,
etc. etc. (B.N. Fr 6684, 21 January 1782).
Two days later, -they held a mas'ked'ball in.the Hotel de Ville, with illumination and
fireworks in the adjacent Place: de Greve.

'The‘o'pen conflicts of the early 1780s’ likewise had an almost frivolous air.

" Hardy noted substantial student battles with guards in 1780, 1781, and 17'84', the last
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of tnemb a rebellion -o.f rhetoric students against an unpopular examination question.
" In the summer of 1784, night after night, there 'was. a~charivari'near_ tHe Palais de
Justice on- the occes.i‘on of the rnarriege ‘of _e sixtY—yeer—old widow fruitseller to a
- younger goldsmith to whom she signed ov.erAthe proberty previously destined for her
chﬂdren. That winter, peoole snoWballed' the carriage of Lenoir, Lieutenant. General
of Pollce, “after -his efforts at orgamzmg snow removal proved inetfectual.

B At flrst glance, 1785 resembled its predecessors. it began w1th the first

. crossing of the Channel in a balloon, continued with the a_lrrest of Beaumarchal-s for a

.sass-y letter printed rn the Journal de l.Paris’, and ended with students of the College
'M'eéarin‘ beating uo' a wigmel;er's helper‘ as they came out of cless. But 1785 also-
brought 'c-o_nﬂicts recalling 'the pop'ular mobilization of a .c_lozen years earlier. That
year 'people.,foﬂrmeldrEnglish-style Klubs (as Haroy spelled tnem) in the free :zone of
tne Pe'lai.s Royal. A round of industriel conflicts 'oegan, and eontinued into ;he.next," |
year. At the start of -May, Lenoir barely - averted a small rebellion when butter in
vthe central merket went to 42 sous per poond (by-. Novernber, co_nsomers were-forcing
the sale of the high-priced spread below its curren_‘r market value). ‘Shortly
’thereaf-ter,lprocessions of villagers‘began to -troop through Paris' streets‘ to the new
St. Genevxeve church in order to pray ‘for an end to the terrible drought. In. June, a
.song set to the tune of the vaudewlle of Beaumarchals new _ggro.was c1rculat1ng at
_the expe-nse of Lenoir's reputation.. The fourth verse ran:
| | Vo'iez ce. Ramas. de Cuistres,

Pretres, Moines et Prélats;

Procureurs, Juges, Minis;cres,

Medecins et Magistrats;

Ces Uniformes  sinistres

Leur tiennent lieu de'Scavoir;

Ah! Que d'dnes sous le Noir . . . ._B_is

29




(B.N. Fr 6685)
.All this had the breath of revolt.

_Revo_lt' likewise appeared if the reports irom Coueron, near Nantes, where
early in July more than- a- thousand inhabitants gathered to tear:doiﬁn hedgerows and
cut all ‘th.e todder on the'land leased from the crown by four or ﬁ.\"e seigneurs 'l785
‘brought a large strike of constructlon workers, in the course of - which the aggrieved‘
.A.Journeymen turned out all the construction 51tes, held an assembly in the Place
- Ven_dome, and ma_rched to Lenoir's of_fice to-demand a hearing.. Paris also produced a . '
- brawl among Sv_\rlasimercenaries, other soldiers, and civilians at the Palais Royal, and
a _forced 'aale of butter in the central market. 1785, then, was a conf’lict—rldden
Year | |

So were all the years that followed right up into the Revolution l786 opened
up thh .concerted re51stance of Parisian errand- boys to a new syndicate: the_
governm_ent had organized for package delivery; the errand-boys' action included a
~ march to Versai'lles_», on .11 January,. to complaln directly to the king. Other Workers.
vfollowed: -jo.urney'men Carpenteré 3f Paris claiming their continued.'right to carry off
‘wood )scraps' from: .the.job, wiorkers of Lyon .protesting a new innkeepers' tax imposed
by the bishop, on accou_n_t of which the lnnkeepers. had simply shut their doors, and .sio"
- . , ;

Hardy,Sees A Revolution -

Although 1785 and 1786 certalnly brought plenty of tumult, in 1787 the quality
of conflict changed It took on a revolutionary edge.»A In convoking the Assernbly of
Notabl_es for February l787,the king and his .ministers hoped to circumven_t th_e'_ )
obstructive Parl,ements, discover \va"y_s-of reducing or supporting the budget-breaking
national debt, and introduce- a program of administrative reform. They -failed.' Royal -
po’pularity declined. The fishwives of Paris, for example, cancelled their customary

14 August march to Versailles to give the queen a bouquet -on the eve of Assumption.
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Only- pressure from Lieutenant General of Police Thiroux de Crosne, reported Hardy,

made the fishwives go salute the king on.25 August, the feast of his namesake St.

Lo.uis.
By mid-August, the king was again exillng the' Parlement of Paris -~ this time

to Troyes Immedlately after, he sent hlS brothers to: hold hts -de Justlce (sessxons in

Wthh the kmg imposed hlS authorlty dlrectly, personally, and arbltrarlly on. a

"leglslatlve process) with the Chambre de Comptes and the Cour des Aides, -in order ,

to l_egitlmate new taxes. When the Parlementaires.arrived in Troyes, they received

* ;heroe's' welcome’s.

Law clerks, as usual, moved qu1ckly into actlon They burned edicts and . wrote

' ‘-sedltlous placards, as other people attacked pollce spies -in the street. While‘ the

clerks of .the Chatelet talked of occupymg that court, whlle the Chatelet's general

assembly sent a deputatlon to the l<1ng deploring the ex1le of Parlement, troops began

to patrol the courtyard and surroundmgs of the Palais de Justice. Meanwhile, news

jarrlved'of the Bordeaux' Parlement's exile to Libourne, and of statements supporting

the exiled Parlements from their colleagues ‘elsewhere who were still in place.

L"ate in September, the 'king gave way; he suspended the contested new taxes

in favor of a supplement to the old ones, then recalled the Parlement to Paris.
'Predlctably, celebratlons -- breaklng of shopfronts, setting off of flrecrackers, burmng

of Calonnes effigy, and so on -- began around the Palais de Justice. When the

specxal session of Parlement began, people cheered and fishwives presented thelr
bouquets to returning judges. Thus-began a new series of confrontatlons between
Parlement and monarch, these over a great loan to cever the mounting debt. : The
king s‘ought' to weaken the .Parle‘ment-by excludi'ng' princes ‘and peers from its
deliberations, exiling the fractious duc d'Orléans, and arresting t\yo leading counselors.
Nor did Paris have the only confrontations: As the year 1787 drew to a close, Har'dy

heard that .LQlJiS sent troops to Libourne. | The king sought to force Bordeaux' exiled
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Parlement to choose between two unoleasant alternatives: a)'.register‘i.ng_the latest
decrees (this time‘ creating provincial assemblies) and b) dissolving

| The Parlements did nOt give up. On 17 January 1788 the Parlement of Paris
sent a full formal deputatlon to the king in Versallles, they were to plead for the
recall of the duc d'Orleans and the release of ‘their two 1mprlsoned colleagues. It

was 'the'first of ‘many postulant parlementary parades, all of them rebuffed to some

.degree.' From- 'lfoulou-s_e, early. in March, arrived the news that royal agents had
., 'arre_ste_d the Adyoeate General of that city's ‘Parlement. and forc'edl an irregular
' :.'regiStration of the latest tax law ' Crowds “in Toulouse showed thelr support for the
'Parlement, and tried to burn the house of Languedoc s m111tary commander. »Six
weeks ‘later, royal agents in Toulouse dissolved a royal reglment, many of wh_ose

.officers refused to take part in the arrest of'the- Parlement's ‘Advocate General.

Paris' Parlement continued to send solemn remonstrances to the king, and the

~ king - continued to bypass them. Ha_rdy began to speak of "the future revolution" -- .
_not the overturn of the monarchy, but on the contrary the monarchys destructlon of

~ the Parlemen-t.' On the mght of & May, royal pohce made an unsuccessful attempt to-

arrest t'wo' counsel'ors in Pans The following day, while the Parlements deleganon',

_'was in Versallles vainly seekmg to protest once more, troops surrounded the Palals de -

JUSUCG They allowed no one to enter or leave. They demanded the surrender of

counselors ‘Duval and ‘Goislard. Members of the shouted "unanimously", wrote ‘Hardy,

WE ARE ALL DUVAL AND GOISLARD. YOU'LL HAVE TO ARREST US ALL!

(B.N.- Fr 6686). After farewell speeches, nevertheless, the two counselors 'gaye

themselves up the next day, 6 May. As they rode off in a carriage, peop‘le who were
gathered near- the Palals de Justice almost succeeded in hberatmg them (T-wo days
later, young people chased the arrestmg officer, the Comte d'Argoult, from the Place

Dauphine.) Reflexively, the rest of the ‘Parlement lmmedlately enacted a formal

- request for their liberation.
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Co.nfronta'tion was sharpening. At the lit de justice of Versaillesv on 8 May,
the.’ Parlement actually__refused to register royal. .decree's, involv.ing major
reorg.anizati‘on_ of France's courts and fiscal administration. About this time, Hardy
began to uée the word "patriot" to described p_rin(:ipled_ opponents of the king.

News of patriotic oppositior\ arrived from Toulouse, Rouen, Rennes, Aix, and

'especially Grenoble. In Toulouse, the Parlement went so far as to have the 1ntendant

" of Orleans, bearer of the king's orders, arrested- and barred from the cxty Still, the

central actlon continued to happen in Parls: unauthonzed dehberatxons and refusals to‘.

'dellberate on the part of lawyers at the Chatelet, cheers for subversive stanzas at

“the theater, declaratlon of employees of .the klngs own. Grand Councxl that they

would not cooperate with the propo_sed new courts, and so on. On 2V5_May,'Hard»y
mentioned a poster at the Palais de Justice reading: |

Palace for sale,

Counselors for rent, o

Ministers to hang,

Crown to give atvay.

((B.N: Fr 6636)
;ren 'days later, Hardy ooined that "In the cisorder caueed by the current,Revolution,

royal securities had lost their value, and it was 'impossible to carry on any

corhme-rc'ia'l dealing" (B.N. Fr. 6686, 5 June 1788). Minor battles ,between'pol-i-ce. and

street cro'wds-multiplied. Although law clerks continued to spearhead the. attacks,
the‘y' did not work alone. On 16 June, for example, a crowd made ‘the police release
a group of migrant agricu!ttnral"laborers they had arrested in the rue des Lombards.

Word came of near-insurrections in Dijon, Rennes, Pau, and Grenoble, not to

. mention p'ugr_\acious declarations from a half-dozen other Parlements. Of Grenoble,

Hardy heard that 5,000 armed ‘men had descended. from the mountains to defend- the

“members of the Parlement from royal sequestration, forced open the city gates,
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dragged the Parlements Flrst President back into the city, sacked part of “the c1ty,
'and fought royal troops in the streets Those. events, w_hlch occurred on 7 June, came'
to be known as the Day. of Tlles. In July," the king's "me'n.jailed a dozen delegates of
Brittany's ~nobility after they arrived in Paris to lay their grievances .before the king
._and.-_the'n began to organiZe' support ~for. thei-r_clai.mls; .the_ Bretons stayed'ln the
' Bastllle 'untll‘September., Paris' anonymoUs--posters -'began to threaten a general
rebellion, " What is. more, Hardy started to note blockage and seizure -of graln or
bread in the provmces, it was a dozen years since food riots- had occurred on. any
"scale Armed guards reappeared in the markets of Parls. .The city returned to the -
B 'gu1 -vive of the mld 1770s. | |
| In August, noisier. celebratlons than ever before greeted the re51gnat10n of chlef'v '
minister Loménie de Brlenneand the nammg of Necker as chlef minister. - On the
,27th, people at the Place Dauphine watched a mock trial of Cardinal Brlenne,.
4:c.omplete w1th- dummy in eplscopal robes. "After havmg carried the mannequin to the
eqnestrian statue.A of Henry v," wrote Hardy, "and .after having pushed him down on
‘ hlS kne‘ea 'before the statue, they carted him all around the lsquare.. Then, after
“reading him his death sentence, and makmg him ask forglveness of God the Klng, the
Jud1c1ary and the Nation, they lifted him into the air at the end of a pole o)
: everyone co,uld ‘.see- h1m better, and finally threw him onto an already—llghted pyre"
.(Bl.N. Fr;6.6;87)." The ringleaders -- no doubt mainly law clerks -- likewise read a
mock decr_ee against Chancelor ‘Lamoignon, who was responsible for the sweeping
jlldicial reorganization the government was atternpting. Late that night run-ins near
. th:e Palais .de-Justice between troops and youngstere produced’ seriobs i’n'jurles."

Early ‘in the evening of the 28th the Watch blocked off entrles to the Place

: "Dauphme. La Jeunesse2 secondée par une populace nombreuse (as Hardy described

them) attacked the blockades and kllled three soldiers. ‘About fifty people left the

fray wounded (B.N. Fr 6687) By the 29th, the Watch had managed to align many
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. )}oun_g p'eo'p'-le against it. That night; reported Hardy,

. Toward seven o'clock at night, the Foot Watch and the Horse Watch having
- been ordered not to appear in the Palace Quarter, and the rowdy youngsters,

backed by the populace, who had planned to come declare a sort of open war
.on the Watch, were emboldened by their abSence, the youngsters began to-

gather on Pont Neuf and at the Place Dauphine, in the interior of which . -

people had to close all the shops and illuminate all the facades of all the
houses. along- with those of the rue du Harlay. Toward nine o'clock the
populace of the faubourg St. Antoine and the faubourg St. Marcel came to
- swell the number of the local smart alecks. The disorder grew. and grew;
instead of sticking to llghtmg firecrackers, which were already bothersome
- enough to the inhabitants, they then’ lit a big fire in the middle of the Place
Dauphine. They fed the fire with anything they could find in the vicinity, such
as the sentinel's guardhouse from the Pont Neuf near the statue of the bronze
. "horse, the stands of orange and lemon merchants in the same place, which
- were: made of simple planks, and the grills of poultry merchants from the Quai
de la Vallee, all at the risk of burning the nearby houses. On that fire they
_burned the effigy of Monseigneur de Lamoignon, the ‘current French ‘Minister of
Justice, after having him-do public penance for his wrongdoing (B.N. Fr. 6687).

" Before the hight ‘ended a large cro_wd"had. confronted ‘the Paris G(Jafd in the Place de

Greve, and seven or ‘eight peop‘le. had died (Rudé 1959: 32).  With the .threat of _neW

_gatherings, with an attack of the guardhouse of the lle” St. Louis, and with bread '
- prices still  rising, detachments of Watch, French Guards, and Swiss Guards were soon
paﬁ-olling -Paris' markets and gatliering-placés. ' 'Supplementar'y. troops arrived: in Paris

on 5 September. Inevitably, confrontations between troops and civilians took - place.

A case in point is the scuffle between French Guards and a lemonade- vendor at the

St 'Ma_rtih Gate on 13 September; when the troops ordered him to move, he resisted,

_ and bystanders supported him.

The next da'y, Chancelor Lamoignon: lost his job, and the fesﬁvities of the~

Place Dauphine “began again. (Lammgnon was heir to the fief of Basvnlle, once the

: seat of Languedocs sturdy intendant Lamoignhon de Basvxlle, hence it was no great

' tnck for the days versifiers to turn out sarcastic eulogles dedlcated "a--Basv1_lle

Lamoignon", which -easily read aloud as "a bas, vile Lamoignon". Six ‘months later,

’ 'thé rejected Lamoignon took his riﬂe out to the middle of his Basville estate, and

shot himself to death.) This time the burning dummies ‘represented not only
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. Lamoignon and Brienne but also Chevalier Dubois, commander of the Watch. "When
) the king recalled the Parlement of Paris a. week later, celebrations, parades,

. firecrackers, illuminations b_rightened far more ‘of.the city than the Place Dauphine.

At .once_'_the Parlement, which had already put a ban on ‘fireworks, issued a decree
forbidding contentious gatherings._

In the days' to come, nevertheless, contentious gatherings continued. News

' arrlved of Neckers suspensron of work on the controversial new customs wall rlngmg_

~Paris (that suspensmn, for all its popularity .in other quarters, put 4,000 men out of

work); there- was word of the return. of prov1nc1al Parlements to thelr-home t’owns; of

a new Assembly of Notables, of more popular re51stance to the Watch's pollcmg of

.. the streets, of ever- rlslng bread prlces, but, for the rest of the year, not of food

riots.

. .Foqd' riots came in the early sprihg of 1789. Before the food riots, struggles

betwe‘en hobles and Third Estat.e'in Rennes and Fontainebleau. Then, publica'tlon of

Sieyes" temporarily . anonymous pamphlet "What is the. Third Estate"", \Vthh Hardy
called "smgularly mterestmg" (B.N. Fr 6687, 3 February 1789) - Finally, word of

"revolts" in Reims, Toulon, and Nancy "caused by the pric_e of bread" (B.N. Fr 6687,

17 March and 3 April 1789). It was nearly time for the.lqng-awaited" Estates
'General.f After mid-April, Paris' 60 distr-icts met to elect their delegates and draft

- their complaints.. Then ‘came the turn of the 'eity-wlde assembly. The_Third Estate

of the prevote and vicomte of Paris assembled at the Archblshops palace, as troops

: patrolled the city outside. Then and later, Paris' Thlrd Estate rejected the efforts of

nobles to join their assemblies; for the tlme being, they sought to keep distinct the

 interests of different estates.

' Hardy at the Edge of Rebellion

In the ‘midst of the meeting and negotiating came a near—i_nsu'rrec_tion. On the

-afternoon .o,f Monday 27 April, in Hardy's account, "Parisians had quite a scare; to the
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point. that people closed their shops in a number of areas.. There was .a sort of

‘popular insurrection that extended from the aF'aubourg Saint—Antoine to the

nelghborhood of Notre Dame. A con51derable share of the workers supposedly from -

that faubourg, whlpped into action by brlgands, attacked Revelllon, a very rich

' _manufacturer of figured paper, -and another rich individual called Hanriot,. a saltpetera

_manufacturer, both fnends and residents. of the “faubourg" (B. N Fr 6687)

Revetllon and Henriot had argued 1n~the1r Thlrd Estate electors assemblies for

-restraints ‘on workers' wages, coupled with controls on food prices to keep real wages:
. constant. Reveillon was, in"fact, engaged in the assembly's deliberations when. the
-atta_tkon his house occurred. It was not 'the,' first time Reveillon's name had made

the news. A .for'mer_ 'wotker now su&:’cessfully_ in business for himself since the 17505_;

Reveillon was well known as . the 'bu’yer of La Folie Titon, a splendid house on the rue o

de Montreuil. With: more than 400 workers, he was one of the faubourg's greatest

_industrialists In 1777 he had obtamed a decree from the klngs councxl breaking a

strike by paperworkers at his shop in - Courtelm -en- Brle (A N. AD «xi 25 26 February
1777). In October 1787, Reveillon's gatekeepers, man and wife, were said to have
enlisted a helper and killed one of Reveillon's own workers (B.N. Fr 6686,.9 October

1787). Reveillon had gained the reputation, in short, of 4becoming' very ric_h at.

‘workers' expense.

During the night of 26-27 April, angry wotkers_ gathered in the Faubourg Saint-
Marceau, on'vthe Seine's Left.E‘)ank, to c’o.mplain of Reveillon and Henriot. The next:
day,‘Monday thé 27th, a -ﬁle' of workers marched from Saint-Marceau toward the
Archbishop's palace at Notre Dame; there, the ‘electoral' assemblies of clergy and

Third Estate were meeting. Faced with the possible threat of a popular invasion, the

.clergy announced they were giving up their privileges, while the Third Estate -sent a -

‘delegation to intercept the marchers at the Place Maubert. Their delegates

succeeded in deflecting the march.
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- Next reports had the workers burning effigies of Henrlot and Revelllon at the

Place" de Greve. before moving down the rue Saint-Antoine to the faubourg Blocked

',b,y »F_rench Guards fr_om reaching Revelllons house, ‘they rushed- off to sack Henriot's .

instead; On Tuesday the 28th, gatherings of -workers formed in the Faubourg Saint-

Antoine, the Lieutenant-General of Police ~'stationed 350 .French Guards near

~Reveillon's house, another detachment of workers ¢rossed -the river from the Faubourg

Saint-Marceau, and thousands of pe,ople’ milled in the streets. The duc ld'Orlea,ns,
retdrnin_g 'from; the ra'e.es,_,pass_ed through.' He gave an impromptu speech and

distributed money to his audience. When the duchesse'd‘Orleans appeared in her. -

~ carriage, soldiers deferred to her by opening the barricades that blocked the rue de

l\/lontreuil' Assembled \vorkers followed her through the ruptured barrlcade, broke into

Revelllons house, dragged .out and burned much of its contents, drank up ' the splendld

wi.ne- cellar,"- -and fought -off the additional troops sent to stop them Before the
workers lost: thelr battle, a dozen soldlers and several hundred 1nvaders were dead

Then, as nlght follows day, repression . followed the battle's end. On the .

: .m'ornlng of 29 -Aprll, Hardy breathed a bit easier.. " . . . the»Faubourg Saint-

Antome," he. wrote ‘later, "had fmally become a llttle calmer, because of the

precautlon of flllmg 1t w1th troops of every sort, and of placing two artlllery pieces

loaded wlth shrapnel at- the faubourg's entry near the guardhouse of the Horse
Wateh, in order'to intimidate them. They had also stationed a substantial arrn_ed ‘
detachment of the Royal Cravatte 'cavalry. regiment in the Place de Greve, while

seven-man patrols of French Guards and -Swiss. Guards circulated in various

_'neighborhoods with bayonets on their guns" (B.N. Fr 6687). "They" took care to

convict two- looters (a blanket-maker and a longshoreman) the same day, and to hang
them 1n‘the Place de Gréve, ]am.med with protectlve 'troops, the day after.
Interrogations and trials took almost three weeks. On 18 May, royal judges

condemned to death Pierre Jean Baptiste Nicolas Mary (a twenty-four-year-old scribe
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‘at the Palais de Justice) and Marie Jeanne Trumeau (a forty-year—‘oldvmea_t vendor,

ahd wife of an errand-bdy). According to the sentence:

On the afternoon of 28 April, said Mary, at the head of a large band of
people, snatched- swords from two people on the main street-of the Faubourg
Saint-Antoine, saying that he wanted to use them against the troops. - Armed
with ‘thé two swords, he marched at the head of the band and said thlngs to

encourage the assembling, rioting and sedition that was going on 'in said -

Faubourg Saint-Antoine. Then, still followed by a large band, he went through
different neighborhoods of the city and by words, deeds, and menacing gestures
alarmed and frightened those he met. He is likewise seriously suspected of
having taken part in the riotous gatherings of the previous day, and (along with
his accomphc:es, armed with faggots) even of stopping people in their carriages -
and .announcing their intention to hurt an individual whose house (and that of
another individual) were wrecked as a result of the assemblies, riot, and
sedition. Said Marie Jeanne Trumeau, wife of Bertin, with words of the .most

. violent sort, encouraged people to loot -and sack Sieur Reveillon's paper factory,
even though (as her testimony says) she considers Reveillon to be an upright
man and. a fnend of the poor. At the moment of the riotous assembly she
handed out faggots and clubs to various people, in fact .forced some people to
take them, telling them to join the band, showing them a passage leading into
the factory. After the.pillage, finally, she dlstrlbuted pieces of wallpaper
rolls, shouting A la Reveillon (A.N. Y 10530).

Bot-h were to hang at the Saint-Antoine Gate. Trumeau, declared pregnant, escaped

- with her l'i'fe,Abut Mary died for his deeds. Five others went to: the galleys, while

the 26 remaining prisoners went free after the Revolution accelerated in July.

‘Henriot, frightened, fled to Vincennes, and th_en disappeared -from view. Reveillon
~ took refuge, of all places, in the Bastille. He later completed his trajectory by

,_ “emigrating to-England.:

King vs. People °

One .week after the crowds cursed Reveillon and l—_lenrio't in the Faubourg
Saint-Antoine, the Estates General opened in Versailles. The atmosphere of Paris was
ominous: After the sacking. of Reveillon's house, according to Hardy, the authorities

had tripled - the guard. Squads of fourteen cavalrymen, sabers drawn, were patrollin:g

the streets, as contingents of ten members of the Watch went around on foot. As

rumors of maneuvers.at the Estates General filtered in from Versailles, word of food

" riots in distant provinces reached Paris. But the troops kept Paris quiet.
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The anxious c¢alm lasted a month.. On 22 May, street vendors beganselling
' copies of,the' sentences given Mary,:.Trumeau, and others convicted in the_ Reveillon‘
affair. 1 Theyi left the Chatel_et prison that day in carts bearing the words s,éditieux or
- pillards, andr:followed the path of ceremonial entries to-the.cl'ty in"re'verse: first to -
Notre Dame 'for public penance, then to the Place de’ Greéve, ‘finally dow_n‘.the long.
rue Saint-Antoine, well—protected by troops, to the Place de la Porte Saint—Antoine.
The:re,. next to .the .Bastille‘, the gibb‘et» stocks, and brand’mg irons awaited them.'
| Nevertheless, no insurrection greeted the executlon of Mary and the punishment
of the other pillards. The closest Paris came ‘to rebelllon in those days was in the
rue’ Samt Andre des- Arts on 25 May: Police spies arrested' beggar -women in the
street and bystanders forced the spres to give up thelr captxves The genuine
-'rebellion .developed in Versallles, where (on 19 June) the Third Estate's assembly-
declared itself the national assemhly and later, barred from its meeting‘place,v
gather'ed. at 'the' Tennis Court. to s\year its determination to stay together. |
That brought Parisians t6 Versailles once again. The king, making the best of a-
bad job addressed the Third .Estate on 23 June. Finance minister Necker,
~dlsapprov1ng of the too- llmlted reforms the king then proposed stayed away. Word -

began to spread that the king had dlsmlssed Necker. That nlght "the worrled people"

~ . in Hardy s phrase, rushed from Paris to Versallles, made thelr way into the castle, A

and demanded to see the l<1ng - Ordered to raise their weapons, the royal guard put- |
.them down_ 1nstead. The crowd stood its ground.» Only theappearance of Necker
himself ended 'their siege. | »

' That ‘resistance of the. military at Versailles started something " In the next
few days, several companies of soldiers assxgned to patrol Parls refused the duty On
the 28th, a mutinous group of sold:ers went to the Palais Royal (by now the
headquarters of popular orat'ors) and announced theirArefusal to serve.  When their

colonel imprisoned fourteen of them, three hundred people marched from the Palais
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,. Royal to the jail, demanded their release, and brought them back to the palace for a
triu‘mphauwt dinner. .»During 'the next few days, two crowds freed prisoners from .the :
ha'nds of the 'pol'ice Although the kmg had been bu11d1ng up troops around Pans from
the moment of ‘the Tlurd Estates deflance, the authorltles began to lose mternal

control of the c1ty

“Then the rumor became fact: on 11 July, the kmg dismissed Necker. The next "' '

day, Sunday the 12th, the orators of the Palals Royal - mcludmg Camille- Desmouhns

-- ‘'were out in force, and met enthusxastlc audxences. A crowd of thousands, bearing .

black ﬂags and wax busts. of Necker and the duc dOrleans, paraded through the

‘streets. The marchers fought royal troops in the Place Vendome and the Tuileries.
More serious sftill, a detachment of French Guards ]omed the crowd in an attack on
the” German regiment that was attempfing to clear the .Tuiler.ies. "It was not without
indignation," reported a law clerk from the 'Chatelet,

.the the people saw all. that military force. Everyone from the Palais de

Justice went to the Place Louis XV with the busts of the duc -d'Orléans and M.

Necker, and approached the troops, insulted them, threatened them, and threw

stones at them. The soldiers, seeing themselvés attacked in this way, lost all

control, fell on the people with gunfire and swords. But the people didn't give
up. The stones that were there for the construction of the new bridges served

“them as ammunition (B.N. Fr 13713).

The German mercenaries eventually withdrew. But in the meantime Paris came close
- to open warfare.

"Ihe alliance of French Guards and ordmary people had not ended That night,
French Guards stood watch at the Chaussee d'Antin as "poorly—dressed people" sacked
and burned the. tollhouse; 40 of t-he'city's 54 tollhouses suffered a 51milar. fate during
the 'night (Godechot 1965: 241). At the Picpus gate, according to the toll collectors

‘there, around & A.M.-on the 13th

we saw a troop of brigands coming by the rue Saint Denis . . . They asked us -
whether ‘we were. with the Third Estate. We said yes. They dishonestly called
for us to work with them. Far from obeying them, we hurried away and took

refuge in the house -of Mr. Duret, master wigmaker and owner of a house in
- the faubourg Saint-Antoine opposite the tollgate. Being in a room on the first .
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floor of that house we saw all those brigands through the window. One held a
sword, another a mace, and .others various offensive weapons, with which they
started to break the windows of the tollbooth, then went into'the tollhouse and
took the effects out of all the rooms, and stacked them up on the street.

Then two of said criminals (one of whom ivas Coeur de Bois, known as a- .

smuggler, and armed with a bare sword) went, with their arms, to the house of
- someone inside the gate and got a light. Then the two criminals came back
and set the effects they had stacked on the street on fire. - :
By the time the Garde Bourgemse had come to chase them away, the "brlgands" had
burned everythmg in the offlces (A.N. Z la 886). Although we have no report of
celebratxons at PleUS, at other tollgates Parisians danced -around the ruins. As the

fest|v1nes \vent on, the ever-active fishwives went out beyond the customs wall, cut

a young tree, carned 1t back into the city, and planted it at the very mlddle of the .

'.Tu1ler1es, in sight of the royal palace (Ozouf 1977: 46)

Early the followlng mornlng, the 13th, French Guards joined the group' of local
workers and petty -bourgeois who broke into the Saint-Laz‘are monastery, freed the .
prxsoners detamed there, drank up. much of the monks" wme, carried off rich food,

and took 53 wagonloads of gram to the central market for sale. , Fr_eemg pr1soners

was .very much the order of the day: That morning, Hardy reported the appearance of

a poster calling people to break open the Bicétre pr'ison at 5 P.M. the same da-y,'the
13th '. of july Around 11 A. M' he recorded, the keeper of the Force -prison had to

open his gates and liberate his prisoners. People were in action ever-ywhere.. The -

‘tocsin sounded in parish churches, calling citizens to their local assemblies. Many of
the assemblies formed civic militias, and marched them through the streets to

- maintain order.. Militias needed weapons; many of the citizen-soldiers spent their day

search'in'g for stores .of arms'. A delegation from the city's - main electoral'assembly,
at tlwe ,HStel de Ville, _we'nt to the Invalides_ to-. ask for arms; the governor stalled by
sending the request on to Versailles. | | |

~.At. the _Hotel de Ville itself, the militiamen met with 80 deputies from the
Estates General. Around 8 P.M.- H_ar_d’y saw | |

"'seven or eight horsemen ‘of the Third Estate, followed by about three hundred
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soldiers ‘of the French Guard, of the grenadiers and other units, armed and

marching to a drumbeat, led by sergeants and without officers, followed by a

considerable multitude of insurgents armed in many different ways and dressed

in a great variety of umforms, they, too, had drums. They were going, people

. . said, .to the Place de Greve, to greet the eighty deputies from Versailles when
" they arr1ved at the Hotel de Ville" (B.N. Fr 6687).

"The electoral assembly at the Hotel de Vllle stayed in session all night. That 'night,

the popular m111t1a patrolled the c;tys streets Durmg the mght, under their

,protectton, groups went to demand grain from other presumed hoarders, 1nclud1ng the
-monks of the Charterhouse

The, next day, however, was the l4th of July The tocsin sounded agam,

' recallmg c1t12ens to thelr dlstrlct assembhes E.arly in the mormng, another

': delega-non - thlS one thousands strong, 1nclud1ng many citizens wearing blue and red

cockades -~ showed up to demand arms from the governor of the Invahdes After'

fruitless maneuvermg, they broke in. The 1nvahded veterans who manned the fortress

' made no more than a show of resistance; ‘the invaders, carr‘ied off their guns. T‘hen,.

for ammunition, they went off to the other end of the city, to the Bastille. As

Hardy told the story

people went to the castle of the Bastille to call the governor, the

Marqu1s ‘Delaunay, to ‘hand. over the weapons and ammunition he had; on his

refusal, workers of the faubourg Saint-Antoine tried to besiege the castle:

First the governor had his men fire on the people all along the rue Saint-

.. Antoine, while making a white flag first appear and then disappear, as if he

meant to- give in, but increasing the fire of his cannon. On the side of the .

"two drawbridges which open onto the first courtyard, having pretended to -

accept the call for arms, he had. the gate of the small drawbridge opened and

let in a number of the people who were there. But when the gate was closed

and the drawbridge raised, he ‘had everyone in the courtyard shot. That

_included three of the city's electors' . . . who had come to bargain with him."

Then the civic militia, indignant over such barbarous treatment of fellow-

citizens, and backed by grenadiers of the French Guard . . . accomplished the

' capture of the castle in less than three hours (B N. Fr 6687) o .

The victors ‘moved on to the nearby Arsenal where they seized powder for ,their :

guns. 'Permanent Committee chairman Flesselles was leaving the Hotel de Ville for

the Palais Royal to defend himself "against charges’ of betraying the city to royal

troops. " (Only t.hree months earlier, the king had appointed Flesselles prévot des
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marchands to replace Le Peletier de Morfontaine. Le Peletierhad resigned 1n protest
agamst the l<1ngs decision to put the electlon ~of deputies to the Estates General
under the dlrectlon of the royally-controlled Chatelet rather than the ‘Hotel de anle.
Parlslans,,then,’ had some reasons for.thlnklng'of Flesselles as the king's creature.) In
the Place de Greve,‘ FleSselles rei:eit/ed a mortal -gunshot wound; the.crowd paraded

hlS severed head That mght the bodies of the Bastille's governor, of the powder—;

,keeper of the Arsenal, and of two Invalids hanged for flrlng on the people lay °

exhlblted at the Place de Greve. By 9 P.M. people throughout Paris 'had lighted their

'Awmdows as they dld for the celebratlon of royal blrths, marrlages, and mllltary o

v1ctor1es The mllltla had its arms, the people 1ts castle, and the natlon its next
step toward. revolutlon.
The l5th of July conflrmed the popular v1ctory As the Kking 'made a

concnllatory speech to the Estates General in Versallles, the dlstrlct assemblles met

again . in Parls, the civic mllltla drilled, people began to tear down the Bastille stone

by stone, and royal troops in great'numb_ers arrived at the Place de Greve to throw

in their lot with the people of Paris. Over the next few days, many.tro'ops joined

'them. At the end of the day members of'the National Assembly arrived by carriage

“from Versailles, climbed down, and marched to the Hotel de Ville surrounded by

militiamen and their popular follovl/ing.- From there, once agaln mimicking the solemn

- old routines, they went. to Notre Dame for an.impromptu Te Deum.

‘Only two ‘days later, the king hlmself followed the d.ep.uties' routine: On. the
16th he had given in to the popular demand, recalled Necker, and withdrawn the
t-roops rlngmg Paris. Then, the next. day, he made a pllgrlmage from Versallles to
-Paris,. On the 17th, _he left  his bodyguard at the city limits, got out of his carriage,

and walked amid a hundred deputies and two hundred horsemen of the civic militia to

' A . . N = " . .
~the Place. de Greve and the Hotel de Ville. No Te Deum for the king: He left

without going to Notre Dame. Louis XVI departed via the Place Louis XV, soon to -
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be the Place de' la Revolutiqn.

.."On thAin-kih_g' of the events that ha\;e Happéned since the béginning of ‘the
weék_,"' reflected Har‘dy, it is hard to recover from one's. astonishmént" (B.N.‘- Fr-6687;
17 A;'J.uly. 1789). . _-The insurfection, in his opinion, had Savéd_the city from invasibn and
;nas_sac.re.byUBQ,QOO. royalhtr'oo'ps.. An uneasy alliahce'_-'for_med_:" The city's ordina‘ry.

pé'op_lé atacked thépowef-s of the old regime, as the city's bour,geoisie-built an

alternative structure. of government. Assemblies, committees, militias, delegations,

civic ceremonies began to supplant the forms of royal power. Paris lay at the
command of its assemblies, and under the close surveillance of its various citizen

militias: Theaters . were closed, and the city gates remained under tight control. -

Poor people saw that their V'ig:tory over the tyranny of tolls did not last: The taxes

on goods entering Paris reappeared, now under the militia's protection.

. After all the excitement, the city went into its revolutionary routines:

continual mee—ti‘ngs of its district assemblies, patrols of its new military forces,

speeches -and debates at the Palais Royal.' Parisian authorities began a.seé-rch for

grain_in the city's hinterland. From Saint-Germain-en-Laye, Corbeilles, and elsewhere
in ‘th_e surrounding region came. word ‘of insurrections 6ver the food supply. The
Parisian law clerks' mi_litlia, in fact, took part in the pacification of Corbeilles.

. Another detachment of militia went off to Compiegne to fetch back Berthier

" de Sauvigny, intendant of Paris, who was widely accused of treason. Meanwhile, =

residents ‘of - the village of Viry brought in Foulon, Berthier's father-in-law and former .

“king's councillor, reputed to have said-that the hungry people could eat straw.

Nicolas Ruaulf, a bobkseller who was at the Place de Greve when Foulon arriv‘e'd_,l
said that the'_peasahts who had captured Foulon had put a rope of straw around him
in place of his- sashfof:ofﬁce. Whgn Foulon's execu'tioqers displa);ed‘ h;s severed head
to Be-x"thier, Foulon's m-outh was stuffed with stra\v; Then it was Berthier's turn to

die. "In an instant," wrote Ruault, "his body was slashed to ribbons. His bloody head
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“and heart were carried into the electors' meeting room. - Such a spectacle made the

Am'a.rquis de Lafayette tremble with horror. Hé immediately résign'ed as colonel of the

bourgg_ois _'r'nilitia. ‘But' the city officials_pleadéd with him not to ab'ando,n them in
those. ferribl‘e”m.oments; he took back his post" (Rqaqlt 1976: 158)7'_' | |
For th'.e.' Place de Créve, thdt was the eﬁd of :the fnassacres,.the start of the
celebrations. - The city's authorities stepped up polhi.cing around the H&el de Ville.
When Necker came'to Paris on 29 July; patriots illuminated the Palai.s'ARoyal: _"Un(hier.

each arcade of the 4galeries,_" reported Hardy, "they had placed a chandelier

surrounded by varicolored lanterns; everywhere one saw transparencies with the words.

" Vive le Roi, vive la Nation, Vive Mr. Necker.' The eleven. arcades of the Klube

(sic) w’ere.l'ikewise lighfed, but in a more unusual way: In thé_’ middle, they.ha_d.placéd

a »tra'nsparenéy with the ‘words Klub 'National and on the two sides transparent:

.portraité of the king and Mr. Necker" (B.N. Fr 6687). "A concert capped ‘the -
’ celebraﬁon. The next day, a great crowd greeted Necker at the Place de Greve, and

“the city as a whole illuminated.

Over the next two months, Paris and its region witnessed a remarkable

contrast. On the one hand,‘within the city group after grbup publiély pledged its

allegiance to the popular cause, Beginning with the second week of August, tfor

example, many trades and parishes sent processions -- militia, hanners, drums, and

~

- festively-clothed civilians -- into the streets. Trades sent their members in marching

order, while parishes commonly sent a priest with their wemen and girls in white,
bearing blessed bread. Just as the time-honored ceremonial march from Paris -to

Versailles took on a certain. assertiveness, the parish processions synthesized the old’

‘penitential parade’s'»for‘divine intercession in drought or famine with the new

declarations of popular allegiance to the movement of resistance. The processions'

‘most common path ‘led ‘from the group's regular locale 'to' the c'hurch_of St.

Genevieve, to Notre Dame, and then to the Hotel de Ville; that was, for example,
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the route of the fishwives of the central market on 1,8AAugust. Some of these

processions combined their affirmations of faith with demands for  work, food. or civil

_rights; thus bakers' helpers paraded to the Hotel de Ville on 14 August, asking for

.work,. and servants went to the Palais Royal on 29 August to ask for full citizenship.

" Qutside the city, on' the other hand, one place after another produced a fight

- over food. - On 2 August, ‘a crowd in St. Denis.decapitéted the deputy. mayor when he
‘ ‘resisted.the. sale of bread at below-market price. On the 25th,,"brigands“ (in Hardy's
‘word) képt the millers of Pontoise from grinding their- grain. In Charenton, on the

27th, a crowd 'tried‘ to burn the local mill. Versailles saw an "insurrection" against a

baker on 15 September, Chaillot the capture of five wagons of grain on the l6th. In

" Paris, m'ean_whii'e,i _érméd guards reappeared 'in the markets and at bakeries. On 17
'Se_pt'ember,-é‘group of women marched to the Hotel de Ville to complain aboqf-
bakers' profite',etv‘ing. “On the 18th, as Belleville sent its procéssion to St. Ceneviéve,

" a crowd at the Pont au Change complained of hunger and.called for an insurrection, '

and bakers struck back by breakiné into the shop of a bookseller on the: rue Saint-

‘André-des-Arts who had published a pamphlet attacking them. Through, it all, the

Parisian militias spent much of their time on expeditions into the.lle de France, -

~seeking hoafds"of grain. Thé-. classic struggle of city and country over the food

supply had begun again.
‘The mixture of celebration and struggle continued, but .>th¢ issues b_roac_ienédf’
On 27 September, at Notre Dame, the Archbishop of Paris blessed the flags of the

city's newly-formed National Gualjd.' Lafayette commanded and, by ‘Hardy's-esti.mate,

- éiglwt or nine thousand people attended. On the 29th, a crowd-zg_ath.ered at the church

of St. Jacques de la Boucherie to pfotest the fees asked for 'the..-'burial_of a
journeyman carpenter, and forced the guard who tried to block them to do penance

at the poor man's coffin. The next day some of the same people returned to the

. church }\-'ith a cantor who claimed he had unjustly lost his job, and demanded ‘that .the.:
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cure rehire the cantor.

Yet thesc confhcts were nothing as compared to the womens rismg of 5

October. \Vomen of the markets \vent to the Hotel de Ville, ‘entered, and seized a
stock of guns there before rushing oﬁ to capture the law clerks' cannon. The tocsm

‘,sounded ‘and National Guards by the thousands gathered in the Place de Greve. Thenv

they went their way to Ver'sa_illes, demanding "bread and the constitution"; Lafayette

had little choice but to go with them and tell the king about the city's troubles. He.

and a great mass of his National Guard accompanied several thousand women to

Versailles. The Io’llowing- day triumphant 'women. brought the royal family back to the -

Place de'f'GrEVe During the next few days crowds thronged the Tuileries to catch a

"glimpse of the captured king On the night,of the 9th, according to Hardy's Journai,

+

the. N.ational- Guard patrolling the - streets near the Tuileries fou‘ght""fake patrols" that
were preparing' to sack houses and the civic pawnshop in the neighborhood.‘

Soon Hardy fell 511ent With extracts from the l/ings deciaration that he would
hve Without pomp in Paris, and -- when things were a bit calmer -- make a tour of

the provinces to hear people's problems for himself, Sebastian Hardy closed his journal
on 12 October 1789. |

Barbier, Hardy, and Eighteenth-CentUry ‘Contention

Barbier, Hardy, -and other Parisian observers saw a great deal out they did notA

see’ everything. In France's eighteenth-century Contention, reiigious war’ occupied an

important part of the scene; Barbier and Hardy'sawj none. Tax rebellions and
smaller-scale resistance to taxation ‘declined from their seventeenth-century -intensity,

but continued nonetheless. The attacks. on Paris' tollgates were only a faint echo of

action elsewhere. Smugglers and revenue officers fought repeatedly on the provincial

and national frontiers; they had little to do with each other in Paris. Conscription
brought on resistance in village after village. Communal struggles -- rival groups of ‘

artisans, adjacent villages, youth groups at each other's throats -- loomed much larger
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elsewhere in France than in Paris. In Paris one saw almost nothing of the repeated

'atfempts of rural people to hold off landlords' encroachments on their common rights.

‘Althodgh food supply did figure it.npo.rtantly ‘in Paris, one had to enter the hinterland

to..app'reciat_e the frequency with which _rural~peoole~blocked the departure of grain
from ﬂdei_r osvn_ tefritories. | ‘ .
'D'urin'g: the eighteenth century as ‘a whole, struggles of'peas‘antsjand rural
p_ro'le'tarians against iand,lords became more widespread and ‘acute in Bu.rgu'ndy and
L'anguedoc than in'/-\njou, Flanders, or the lle de France. In Flanders and the Ile de
France, capltahst agnculture had long since estabhshed its dommatlon, and food for
the rural landless was a more pressmg issue than was enclosure or rackrentlng

Anjou had spht into . areas of intensive cash -crop farm1ng and semi- cap1tallst

-‘landholdi‘ng, but was experiencing-'relativ_ely little change in its agrarian, structure; the -
economic niews there came mainly from the growth of rural industry.” Burgundy and.

,L'anguedoc, on_the other hand, hosted landlords who were actively expanding ‘their

control over commons, woods, \xastes, and their own lands, in order to mcrease their

sales of wines and wheat. They swept aside the rlghts of smallholders, who fought

back as best they could. Those real issues - meant little to -Parls1ans.

.bespite the.absolutely crucial par't played by Paris in the national revolutionary
movements of_"l78~7 to 1789-, furthermore, the provinces had their own grievances an‘d
forms of action.. Provincial Estates and Parlements certainly responded to signals
from the Parlement of Paris, bu_t' many of them fought their own vigorous . battles
with 'intendant and king. Not only in the Ile de France, but also in Languedoc and

Burgundy, the Parlement led popular. resistance until Alate in 1788. In provinces

'lackin.g'their own Estates, such as Anjou, the-1787 reforms brought in provincial

assemblies, which offered the regional bourgeois a new forum for their views, and a
more direct connecnon w1th royal" power than they had previously enjoyed Although

the assemblles had only limited powers, and operated under the intendant's - watchful
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eye, they"rapidly became sites of contention over tdxes and provincial liberties. It

was not in Paris, but in smaller cities that municipal revolutions occurred; in Dijon,

. Lille, Toulouse,i Angers, and. elsewhere .groups of bourgeoisb seized power from the

preVious authormes within -a few weeks of the Bastille's fall.

Conﬂicts in smaller ‘cities; to be sure, “had something in common w1th those of

Paris. In ‘the hard days of July, the inability of the old mumc1pality either to supply

adequate food or to suppress the protests of poor people over food shortage typically

precipitated the local crises. Dijon's people rose on 5 July, before the news of the 4

Bastille's fall reached Burgundy. Angers had its great day of popular rebellion on 17

july;_ Lille on 21 and 22 July, Toulouse on-the 27th. In each case, a renewal of the.

' mun.icipality followed. Groups that seized power ordinarily came mainly from the

local bourgeoisie, drew some support from the local proletariat, and proceeded by
organizing both an emergency committee and a militia. Revolutionary: committees, -in
their turn, linked municipalities to the Parisian' leadership. -

If there was any quintessentially revolutionary act in France as a whole, it was

- the seizure of power over municipality after municipality by committees acting in the
’name of the Nativon. Once those committees and their militias formed a national

network centered on Paris, the French had temporarily succeeded in an effort of

centralization the monarchy 1tself had never accomplished They had substituted

_direct, centralized rule for the mediated, indirect rule of the old regime. With the

“eventual capture and freezing of that structure by the Directory, the Consulate, and

the Empire, France had'created_ a truly centralized structure extending all the way. to

the smallest commune. No king had ever built such a structure. The first version of

_At_'hat new 'system of government, the shal<y coalition of l789', involved an

unprecedented articulation of Paris and the provinces.

Likewise, struggles in the countryside’ articulated with those of Paris. After

the visible weakening of the monarchy in mid-July 1789, people who had accumulated -
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grievances again_st merchants and landlords flnally dared both to s_trike at presurned
hoarders, to attack such scourges as nobles' dovecotes or -rabbit warrens,. and to burn
‘the papers .with .w..hi.ch landlords had been backing their claims to commons, -_tithes,
" and dubious rents. Flanders -a-ndﬁl;anguedoc give us our prime examples of 'su.ch.
struggles, but Burgundy and the Ile de France were not far behind. Even Anjou
followed, m its way. Paris was marvelous, but lt was not the ‘whole world
Remember those intendants who in l§98 described their pr_ovmces ior the he'ir-'
apparent to the crown. What would they have made of those provinces' condition just
- .mnety years later, in 1788'7 “None, surely, co‘uld have anticipated‘the gre.afstruggles :
: of 1787 and ..after.. No doubt all would have predieted a royal -victory”o‘ver‘ i_nternal
opposition rather ‘tlwian a f-aceoff'betWeen a bank.rupt monarchy and a"fearso.me.
coalition of'its former victims and allies. Yet they had at least some elemen_ts_ of al
valid pro}ection. As of '1_698, for example, the spectacle' of a financially-
overexfended government seeklng'to maintain its.(:redir and yetA to keep on spending
was all tloo fa'mlllar. Repairing that'governm,ent_, 'sustaining it, and minim"i"zingvthe
- costs o'f its wrongdoing,gave them their daily work. | B
| ‘In their zeal_ to mai'ntain “the crown's sources of credit and to genera'te.new
.taxable' ineome, }fur_t-her-more, intendants 'were hesitantly promoting commercial and
agriéultural,ca'pi.talism'. lsurchases:' of office, ‘loans-_of money, bids to farm taxes, |
attempts' to .crea'te, new. industries, efforts to. increase- grai-n exports‘all looked

desirable, since - they seemed to solve the monarchys pressmg domestic problems.

o ‘Those very actlvmes, however, placed restraints on the government The monarchy

acquxred obligations to repay, to consult, to favor the generators of new income.
: Those activities -also caused the hardshi_ps about \lvhich ord.jnar'y people became angry:
4 encr-oachment on‘commons; local lood. shortages; threats to small, independent
artisans; oopressive taxation; forced sales of inferior salt;.prosecution for hunting,.

gleaning_ or gathering wood; shooting of smugglers.
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France's government did not cause these evils on its own; ‘indeed,
administrators had enough concern about all of them to 'mitigéte their effects when

they could.. - Of the eighteenth century's great popular grievances, only the‘.'impos.ition

‘of conscription, the raising of taxes for war, and the attempt to enforce religious
“conformity grew mainly from rdyal initiatives. For the rest, .commercial and

. agricultural capitalists bore signiﬁcant ‘re‘sponAsibi’lities. But by collaborating with

those capitalists and authorizing their profit-taking, the French monarchy took on the

. stigma of _th_éir misdeeds. Kihg Louis' and his agents paid the price. .
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