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' . A P r o l e t a r i a n  World 

We. . l i v e  i n  a  pro1 .e ta r ia .n  wor ld .  Depe.nding on how you 

c . l a s s i f y  ' w o r k e r s  i n  v a r i o u s  s o r t s  o f  s o c i a l i s t  s t a . t e s ,  . e i t h e r  a  

m a j o r i t y  o r  a  f a , t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a b o r  f o r c e  a r e  p e o p l e  

who. work f o r  wages u s i n g .  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n  ' o v e r  whose 

d i s p o s i t i d n  t h e y  have  l i t t l e  . . o r  no c o n t r o l . .  They a r e  

. . 
I n  ' t h i s  b road  ' b u t  a u t h e n t i c  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word,  we 

. . 

a r e  a l m o s t  a l l  Yet q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  -- o n l y  a  few 

hundrgd y e a r s  a g o  -- v e r y  few p e o p l e  anywhere  worked f o r  wages.  
. . 

~ o s t  -peop . l e  l i v e d .  i n  h o u s e h o l d s  which e x e r c i s e d  c o n s i d e r . a b l e  

c o n t r ' o l  ' . o v e r  t h e i r  mea.ns of  p r o d u c t  ion.., however meager t h o s e  

means. I n  t h e  p a s t  few hundred y e a r s ,  t h e  wor ld  h a s  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z e d .  

T h a t  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  was a r g u a b l y  t h e  most f a r - r e a c h i n g  

change  i n  t h e .  q u a l i t y o f  eve ryday  l i f e  t o  ' o c c u r  i n  t h e  modern e r a .  

I t  h a d  a  more p ro found  impact  t h a n  u r b c i n i z i t i o n ,  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n ,  ' 

b u r e ' a u c r a t i z a t i o n  , and any  o f  t h e  o t h e r  " ' i z a . t i o n s W  which o c c u r r e d  

i n .  i t s  company. The growth  o f ,  wage l a b o r  a t  e x p r o p r i - a t e d  means of  

. . p r o d u c t i o n '  t r a n s f o r m e d  . f a m i l y  l i f e ,  a l t e r e d  t h e  ' s t r u c t u r e  o f  l o c a l  
. . 

communi t i e s ,  c r e a t e d  whole new v a r i e t i e s  o f  p o l i t i c s . ,  o v e r t u r n e d  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s - . d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  l i f e  chanc.es  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 

h o u s e h o l d s .  What is more,  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  is 
. . . .  

c o n t i n u i n g  i n  t h e  a l r e a d y  q u i t e  p r o l e t a r i a n  w e s t e r n  world ' ,  and' 

a c c e l e r a t i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e ,  West. . A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e .  w o r l d ' s  - 

p h y s i c i a n s ,  £ o r ,  example ,  now work f o r  wages i n  l a r g e  . 

' Demographic O r i g i n s '  o f  t h e  European P r o l e t a r i a t :  1 



. . 

o i g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i - a l l y  s t a t e - r u n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Dreams and 
. . 

. s t r u g g l e s  a b o u t  w o r k e r s ' .  c o n ' t r o l ,  a b o u t .  l a n d  r e f o r m ,  a b o u t  t h e  

. g r o w t h .  o f  a l ' i . ena t ed  l a b o r .  under  s o c i a l i s m  a11  a t t e s t  . t o  t h e  
. . 

p r e s s u r e  o f p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  .today: 

. . 
Given a l l  t h i s  p ro found  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a s t o u n d i n g  t o  

- t u r n  . t o  s o c i a l - s c i e n t i f  i c  w r i t i n g s '  on ' l a r g e - s c a l e  s o c i a l  change .  

For  niost o f  academic  s o c i a l  sc i . e r ice ,  . p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  is a  

phantom: , Amid t o n s  of  w r i t i n g  on i n d u s t r i a l i z a f  i o n  and o n '  t h e  

g rowth  o f  "mo-dern" a ' t t i t u d e s ,  .we a r e  . lucky  t o  f i n d -  a  few ounces  on 

. . . ' t h e  emergence o f :  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  And t h o s e  r a r e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  f o r  
- .  

t h e  most t r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a s  a  s p e c i a l  ca se . ,  o r  
. . . . 

i nc ' i de r i t a l '  consequence .  
. . Of what?  . O f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t i o n ,  o f  . i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  o r  o f  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s c a l e  of 

. p r o d u c t  i o n  .. 
Recen t ly - ,  i t  .is . t r u e ,  . s t u d e n t s  of  t h e  l a b o r .  p r o c e s s  such  a s  

- Har ry  Braverman,  R icha rd  Edwards,  and Michae l  Burawoy have opened 

up i m p o r t a n t  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  management ' s  s t r a t e g i e s  of  

e x p r o p r i a t i o n ,  w h i l e  l a b o r  h i s t o r i a n s  s u c h  a s  David Montgomery, 

Michae l ;  ' ~ a n a ~ a n ,  and K l a u s  T e n f e l d e  have p a i d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

. . 
. . 

ways t h a t  a r t i s a n s  and s k i l l e d  worke r s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u b j e c t  

t o  c a p i t a l i s t  w o r k - d i s c i p l i n e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  European a g r i c u l t u r a l .  

h i s t o r i a n s , .  a s  w e l l  a s  s t u d e n t s  o f  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  and r e l a t e d  

f o r m s  o f  have  f o r  , some t i m e  been e n r i c h i n g  o u r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  and wage- l a b o r  iri t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  

. Europe;  my l a t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  d r aw  e x t e n s i v e l y  on , t h e i r  
. . 

~ e m o g r a p h i c  O r i g i n s  of  t h e  European p r o l e t a r i a t :  2 



. .. 
. . 

' r e s e a r c h .  Yet t h e s e  v a r i e d  i n q u i r i e s  f o c u s  on t h e  expe r i e .nces  of  
. . 

. w o r k e i s  who were  ( o r  a r e )  a l r e a d y  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r o . l e t a < i a n :  

d e p e n d e n t  f o r  s u r v i v a l  o n  t h e -  s a l e  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r  power. t o  

c a p i t a l i s t s .  o f  one  -' s o r t  . o r  a n o t h e r .  
. * .  

I n  any  c a s e ,  s o c i a l  
. . 

s c i e n t i s t s  l a c k  a  g e n e r a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  t o  

complement and modi fy  t h e i r  many a n a l y s e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o r  

u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  w h i l e  h i s t o r i a n s  l a c k  a  g e n e r a l  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  

p r o c e s s e s  by which t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  of  a  

. . f e w '  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  ago  t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e l y  p r o l e t a r i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t o d a y .  

The l a c k  is v i s i b l e  even i n  t h e  one  a r e a  where we might  have 

e x p e c t e d  a  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  t o  f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e :  t h e  

g r o w t h  of t h e  European p r o l e t a r i a t  s i n c e  1500 o r  s o .  T h e r e ,  t h e  
. . 

i n c r e a s e  o f  I a n d I e s s  l a b o r  h a s  s t i r r e d  r e c u r r e n t  c o n c e r n ,  t h e  
. .  . 

r e l e v a n t  e v i d e n c e  is a b u n d a n t  i f  s c a t t e r e d ,  and b i t t e r  s c h o l a r l y  

. . 
c o n t r o v e r s i e s  have  b o r n e  on such  q u e s t i o n s  a s  whe the r  E n g l i s h  

e n c l o s u r e s  c r e a t e d  a  r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t .  

Adam Smi th  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  more t h a n  two c e n t u r i e s  

ago .  "The demand f o r  t h o s e  who l i v e  dy wages , "  w r o t e  s m i t h .  i n  The - 
Weal th  ofi. N a t i o n s  (Book I ,  c h a p t e r  8. ) ,  " n a t u r a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  

t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  w e a l t h ,  and c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  i n c r e a s e ,  

w i t h o u t  i t . "  " T h o s e  who l i v e  b i  wages" is a  s h o r t  d e f i n i t i o n  of 

, t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  "The l i b e r a l  reward o f  l a b o r ,  t h e r e f o r e , "  s a i d  

Smith l a t e r .  o n ,  " a - s  i t  is' t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  w e a l t h ,  s o  i t  

i s  t'he c a u s e .  of  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  T& compla in .  of  i t  i s  t o  

~ ' e m o g r a p h i c  O r i g i n s  o f  ' t he  European p r o l e t a r i a t :  3. 



.. ' l amen t  o v e r  ' t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e f f e c t  and  c a u s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p u b ' i i c  

p r o . s p e r i t y . "  I n  Adam S m i t h ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  . d i v i s i o n  o f  

,. . l a b o r  r e s u i t e d  f r o m  t h e  r a t i o n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n '  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s .  o f .  

. . p r o d u c t i o n  -- l a n d ,  l a b o r ,  and,  c a p i t a l  -- b y  t h o s e  who c o n t r o l l e d  

.' . e a c h  . o f  t h e m .  S i n c e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  e n h a n c e d  

p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  i t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  a l l  f a c t o r s  o f  

: p r o d u c t i o n ,  ' i n c l ' u d i n g  l a b o r .  : I n d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  r a t i o n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  . .  . 

o f  r e s o u r c e s  l e d  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

w h i c h  l i v e d  f r o m  w a g e s .  a l o n e .  I t  l e d  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  

B u t :  how d i d  t h a t  - g r o w t h  o c c u r ? .  So f a r  a s  I know,   dam smith 
. . 

- n e v e r  a n a l y z e d  t h e  h i s t d x i c a l  p r o c e s s  i n  . d e t a i l  ( s e e  C o a t s  1967  

, and  . S p e n g l e r  19701 f o r  i n d i r e c t  con£  i r m a t i o n )  . P e r h a p s  i t  seemed 

t o o  . o b v i o u s :  w a g e - l a b o r e r s  m u l t i . p l i e d  b e c a u s e  th .e  demand f o r  t h e i r  
. . 

.. . l a b o r  i n c r e a s e d .  P a r s o n  M a l t h u s '  p e s s . i m i s t i c  g l o s s  on S m i t h ,  

a f t e r a l l ,  d o e s  l i t t l e  m o r e . t h a n  e l a b o r a t e  t h a t  b a s i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

, . .  ( S p e n g l e r  1 9 4 5 ) .  B o t h  Adam S m i t h  and-  Thomas M a l t h u s .  l i v e d  i n  a  

w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  l a n d l e s s '  l a b o r e r s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  numerous .  I n  t h a t  
. . 

. w o r l d ,  - i t  was common b o u r g e o i s  p r a c t i c e  t o  w r i n g ,  h a n d s  o v e r  t h e  

d e c l i n e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  c r a ' f t s m e n  and yeoman,  and  t o  d e p l o r e ,  ' t h e  

: . r e c k l e s s  b r e e d i n g  o f  t h e  - p o o r  . -- w i t h o u t  d o i n g  ' a n y t h i n g  

s u b s t a n t i a l  t o  t e v e r s e  e i t h e r  o n e  ( f o r  a  c o n v e n i e n t  r e v i e w ,  see 

J a n t k e  1 9 6 5 ) .  S m i t h ' s  i n n o v a t i o n  was t o  t r e a t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  . . 

. . 
p r o l e t a r  i a t  a s  a n  - i n e v i t a b l e ,  p e r h a ' p s  e v e n  ' d e s i r a b l e ,  c o n s e q u e n c e  

. . 

: o f  i n c r e a s i n g  w e a l t h .  

. . 
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Marx v e r s u s  M a l t h u s  - 
. .. . . 

Writirig a  c e n t u r y  l a t e r . , h o w e v e r ,  ~ i r l  Mar% c o n s i d e r e d '  t h e  

h i s t o r  i c a : l  p r o d e s s  o.f ' p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  t o  b e .  b o t h  fundamenta .1  

a n d  p r o b l e m a t , i c .  C h a p t e r s  C a p i t a l  d i s c u s s  l e n g t h  

. .. t h e  f o r m a t i o ' n  o f  t h e  - E n g l i s h  p r o l . e t a r i a t .  . .  
. . 

Marx d e n i e d  

6 m p h . a t i c a l l y  t h a t '  t h e  - s m o o t h  o p e r a t i o n  of demand a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  
. . 

. . . . . . 
' '  p r o 1 e t a r i a . n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e ,  - E n g l i s h  . l a b o r  f o r c e .  "The p r o l e t a r i a t  

c r e a t e d  'by t h e  b r e a k i n g  up  o f  t h e ,  b a n d s  o f  f e u d a l  r e t a i n e r s  and b y  
. . 

t h e .  f o r c i b l e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  s o i l  , ' I  h e  w r o t e ,  

" t h i s  . ! f r e e 1  p r ' o . l e t a r i a t  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  b e  a b s o r b e d  b y  t h e  
. . 

n a s c e n t  m a n v f a c t u r e s  a s  f a s t  ' a s  i t  was t h r o w n  upon t h e  world:" 

- . ( C a p i t a l , .  c h a p t e ' r  28) ' .  
. .  , 

~ o t e  t h a t  ~ a t x  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on  r u r a l ,  and  e s p e c i a . l . l y  

a , g r i - c u l t u r a l ,  w o r k e r s ;  o n l y  s i n c e  h i s '  t ime h a s  t h e ,  t e r m  , . 

" p r o l e t a r ' i a n l ' - .  t a k e n -  on  i t s  c u r r e n t  c o n n o t a t i o n  .o.f l a r g e - s h o p  - m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  ~ l t h o u ~ h '  Marx d i d  p r e s e n t  . t h e  . f a c t o r y  w a g e - s l a v e  

a s  t h e  e x t r e m e  c a s e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  h i s  own a n a l y s i s  o f  , . 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  d e a l t  l a r g e l y  w i t h  r u r a l  w o r k e r s .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  Marx p o r t r a y e d  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a s  t h e  f o r c i b l e  

w r e s t i n g  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  away f r o m  

a r t i s a n s  ' a n d ,  e s p e c i a ' l l y ,  f r o m  p e a s a n t s .  " I n  t h e  h i s t 0 r . y  o f  

- p r i m i t i v e  a c c u m u l a t i o n . , "  h e  d e c l a r e d  a t ,  t h e  e n d  o f  chap te - ' r  26:  . 
. . 

' a l l  r evo1u . t . ion . s  a r e  epoch,-making t h a t  a c t  a 3  1 e v e . r ~  f o r  t h e  
c ' a p i t a l i s t  . c l a s s  i n  c o u r s e  ' o f  ' f o r m a t i o n ;  b u t ,  a b o v e  a l l ;  

. t h o s e  moments when g r e a t  m a s s e s  o f  me'n a r e  ' s u d d e n l y  and  
f o r c i b l y  t o r n  f r 0 . m .  t h e i r  means  o f .  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  and  h u r l e d  a s  

, . f r e e  . a n d  " u n a t t a . c h e d . "  p r o 1 e t a . r  i a n s  on t h e  l a b o r - - m a r k e t .  The 
e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r ,  o f  t h e .  p e a s a n t ,  
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- f r o m  t h e  s o i l ,  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e s s .  

T h u s  t h e  c e n t r a . l . f a c t  w a s  . t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  

w o r k i n g  m a i n l y  f o r  wages  in a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  b a r g a i n  

r a t e s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  

I n  s o  f a r  a s  h e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c h a n g i n g  s i z e  o f  t h e  

p r o l e t l a - r i a t  a t  a l l  , Marx d e s c r i b e d  . t w o  . c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p r o c e s s e s .  

H e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  e c o n o m i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Adam S m i t h ,  i n  

s e e i n g  a  g e n r r a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  c a p i t a l  a c c u m u l ' a t i o n  and  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  W h i l e  Marx d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d ,  a  p l a u s i b l e  r e a d i n g  o f  h i s  t e x t  is 

t h a t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  t o t a l  vo lume  o f  w a g e s  p e r m i t t e d  more 

c h i l d r e n  o f  e x i s t i n g  p r o l e t a r i a n s  t o  s u r v i v e .  I n  t h a t  r e a d i n g ,  

t h e  d e a t h  r a t e  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  g a t e k e e p e r .  I t  g u a r d s  t h e  g a t e  b o t h  

f r o m  and  t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  When d e a t h  r e l a x e s  i t s  c o l d  g r i p  on 

t h e  g a t e ,  t h e .  p r o l e t a r i a t  g r o w s .  A t  o n e  p o i n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  Marx 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  c h i l d  l a b o r  f o r  a d u l t  l a b o r  

e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  p o o r  t o  m a r r y  young and  t o  b e a r  many c h i l d r e n .  I f  

s o ,  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  m a r r i a g e  and  b i r t h  r a t e s  m a t t e r e d  a s  w e l l .  

M a r x ' s  main  a r g u m e n t ,  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  r a n  i n  t h e  o t h e r  

d i r e c t i o n .  Under c a p i t a l i s m ,  h e  a r g u e d ,  e m p l o y e r s  e x t r a c t e d  

s u r p l u s  v a l u e  f rom t h e  l a b o r  power t h e y  h i r e d , e s s e n t i a l l y  b y  

s q u e e z i n g  more v a l u e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  w o r k e r s  t h a n  i t  c o s t  t o  

h i r e  them.  Then t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  r e i n v e s t e d  t h e i r  s u r p l u s  i n  t h e  
. . . . 

. .means o f  p r b d u c t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  f i x e d  c a p i t a l  r e p r e s e n t e d  
. . 

b y  t h e  means .  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c r e a s e d  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  
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, v . a r i a b l e  ' c a , p i  t a ' l  d i r e c t l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  employment  of l a b o r .  

E c o n o m i e s  ' 0.f: , ' s c a l e  a l o n e  would  h a v e  p roduc ' ed  , t h a t .  e f f e c t  o f  . . 

c a p i . t a 1  a c c u m u l a t i o n .  B o t h  t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o ' n  o f  c a p i t a l  i n  l a r g e  
I .  

f i r m s  and  t h e .  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  ' more i n t e n s i v e  ' l a b o r  d i s c i p l i n e  . 

a c c e l e r a t e d  i t .  Iri c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  ~ a , r . x ,  . t h e  demand £ o r  
. . 

1abo. r :  power i n c r e a s e d . ,  much more s l o w l y '  . . t h a n  c a p i t a l  a c c u m u l a t e d .  
. . 

A s  w o r k e r s  becarne i n c r e a s i n g l y  ' r e d u n d a n t ,  t h e  - f a m o u s  

. ' .  I n d u s t r i a l .  ~ e s e r . v e  Army -- 
. . 

whose  e x i s t e n c e  p r e s u m a b l y  g u a r a n t e e d  

t h e  h o l - d i n g  n e a r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  o f  t h e  wages  f o r  t h o s e  who worked .-- 

came i n f o  b e i n g .  : T h a t  w a s ,  t o  M a r x ' s  e y e s ,  . t h e  . c e n t r a l  . ' 

. . .  

d e m o g r a p h i c  p r o c e s s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  I w a s ,  h e  s a i d ,  a  c r u e l  . . 

p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h e  s y s t e m :  

The l a b o r i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  p r o d u c e s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  p r o d u c e d  b y  i t ,  t h e  means  b y  w h i c h  
i t s e l f  i s  made r e l a t i v e l y  s u p e r f l u o u s ,  is t u r n e d  i n t o  a  
r e l a t i v e  s u r p l u s - p o p u l a t i o n ;  a n d  i t  d o e s  t h i s  t o  a n  a l w a y s  
i n c r e a s i n g  e x t e n t .  T h i s  is a  l a w  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  p e c u l i a r  t o  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n ;  and  i n  f a c t  e v e r y  s p e c i a l  
h i s t o r i c  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  h a s  i t s  own s p e c i a l  l a w s  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  v a l i d  w i t h i n  i t s  l i m i t s  a l o n e  
( C a p i t a l ,  c h a p t e r  2 5 )  . 

L a t e r  i n .  t h e  same c h a p t e r ,  Marx b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  

. . 

r a t e  o f  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  w h o l e  E n g l i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  : if  i't s u p p q r t e d  

h i s  a n a l y s i s .  , I n  g e n e r a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  Marx s e e m s  t o  h a v e  r e a s o n e d  

d i f f e r e n t l y :  F i r s t ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  number o f  

p r o l e t a r i a n s  o c c u r r e d  i n  b u r s t s  o f  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  

e n c l o s u r e s .  S e c o n d ,  o n c e  p e o p l e  w e r e  p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  t h e y  more o r  

less .  r e p r o d u c e d  t h e m s e l v e s :  p r o l e t a r i a n s  b e g a t  p r o l ' e t a r i a n s ,  i n  

r o u g h l y  c o . n s t a n : t  n u m b e r s .  . I f  t h a t  is t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
. . 
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p r o l e t a r . i a t  d i r e c t l y  m e a s u r e s  b o t h  . . t h e .  p r o g r e s s  o f  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  
' 

a n d .  t h e  c u r r e n t  e x t e n t  o'E e x p l o i t a t i o n .  
. . 

I n  h i s n q t e b q o k s  o f  1 8 5 7  a n d  1 8 5 8 ,  t h e  f a m o u s  G r u n d r i s s e ,  

. . Ma.rx ..had h e a p e d  s c o r n  upon' . M a l t h u s .  . M a l t h u s ,  Marx c o m p l a i n e d , .  had  

- c o n f u s e d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  , o f  c a p i t a l i s m  w i t h  - a  g e n e r a l  l a w  , 

o f  ' p o p u l a t : i o n  g r o w t h :  " I t  . i s  . M a l t h u s  who , a b s t r a c t s .  f rom . t h e s e .  

s p e c i . . f i c  h i s t o r . i c  l a w s  o f  ' t h e  movement o f  p o p u a t i o n ,  which  a r e  . .  
. . 

i -ndeed  t h e  h i s t d r y  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f .  h u m a n i t y ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  l a w s ,  

bu't n a t u r a l  l a w s  o f  . h u m a n i t y  o n y  a t  a  s p e c i f i c .  h i s t o r i c a l  
i 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i t h  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  
. . 

. , d e t e ' r m i n e d :  b y  h u m a n i ' t y l . s  own p r o c e s s  o f  h i s t o r y "  (Marx 1973 :  6 0 6 ) .  

. .  - I n  h i s  . d i s c u s s i o n ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  ~ a r x  a p p e a r e d  t o  a c c e p t  a .  hedged,  

v e r s i o n -  o f ,  M a l t h u s '  t h ' e s i s :  t h a t .  un.der c a p i t a l i s m  p o p u l a t i o n  d i d ,  

i n d e e d ,  t e n d  t O ' g r o w . f a s t e r  ' t h a n  t h e  means  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  and 

' t h u s  t o  e n c o u n t e r  d e v a s t a t i n g  p o - s i t - i v e  c h e c k s .  I f  s o ,  Marx was. .  

a d m i t t i n g  i m p l i c i t l y  t h a t  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
. . 

. . p a r t  i n  t h e  - p r o l e t a r i a t ' s  g r o w t h .  , ' 

. I n  a n y  c a s e ,  Ma.rx ls main  a r g u m e n t  was t h a t .  " o v e r p o p u l a t i o n "  

was n o t  an  o b j e c t i v e  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n  . w h i c h  somehow w e i g h e d  on  ' . 

. .. 

t h e  s y s t e m  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  b.ut  ' a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  . s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  l i n k i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  o f  p e o p l e  t o  ' t h e  e x i s t i n g  

, m e a n s ,  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  : " N e v e r .  a  r e l a . t i o n  t o  a n o n - e x i s t e n t  a b s o l u t e  
. . 

mass  o f  m e a n s ' o f  s u b s i s t e n c e , "  h e  w r o t e  i n  h i s  n o t e b o o k ,  . . 

b u t  r a t h e r  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n d i . t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  o f  t h e  . - ~- 

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  me,ans, i n c l u d i n g  l i k e w i s e .  t .he  c o ' n d i t i o n s  . 

o f  . r e p r o d ' u c t i o n  o f  huma'n b e i n g s ,  , o f .  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  
T h i s  s u r p l u s  p u r e l y  r e l a t i v e :  i n  no w a y . r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  means  
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o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  a s  s u c h ,  b u t  r a t h e r .  t o  t h e  mode o f  p r o d u c i n g  
. . them (Marx 197 .3 ) .  

Then h e  b e n t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  back  t o  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  . '  

c a p i t a l - i s m  t o  s e p a r a t e .  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  o f  w o r k e r s  f rom t h e  
. . 

means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h u s  . Marx was c l e a r ,  eno'ugh a b o u t  . t h e  

. .  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f a v o r i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  a  p r o l e - t a r i a t ,  b u t  

v a g u e  a b o u t  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  p r o c e s s e s  . i n v o l v e d .  
. . 

A C h a n c e  f o r  S y n t h e s i s  

M a r x ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  h i s  a p p a r e n t  i n d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  

r e l e v a n t  d e m o g r a p h i c  m e c h a n i s m s ,  p r o v i d e  a  p r i m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

_ c o m p l e m e n t a r y :  work b y  h i . ? t o r  i a n s ,  d e m o g r a p h e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s o c i a l  

s c i c i n t i s t s .  T h e r e  i s  t h e .  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  m a i n  l i n e s  o f .  
.', . . 

M a r x ' s  a n a C l y s i s  -- . f o r .  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  ' i d e a  o f  s p u r t s  o f  

- p r o ' l e t a r  i a n i z a t i i o n  a s  t h e  . c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  m a s s i v e  - e x p r o p r i a t i o n .  

. T h e r e  is  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t h s  by which  

p e o p l e  moved from a r t i s a n a l  o r  p e a s a n t  p r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  v a r i o u s  

fo.rms o f  wage l a b a o r .  T h e r e  is t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a s s i g n  r e l a t i v e  
. . 

w e i g h t s  t o  t h o s e  p a t h s :  Which o n e s  b o r e  t h e  m o s t  t r a f f i c ?  T h e r e  

is t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n t e g r a t e  them i n t o  a  g e n e r a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  

. ,  f l o w s  - o f  p e o p l e  . b y  w h i c h  t h e  l a r g e l y  . p e a s a n t .  . and a r t i s a n a l  

E u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t i o n  . o f  1500  o r  1 6 0 0  became t h e .  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  

p r ' o l e t a r  i .an E u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t  i.on o f  1900  a n d '  l a t e r .  

How and  why d i d  t h a t  g r e a t  s h i f t  o c c u r ?  why i n  E u r o p e  r a t h e r  

t h a n  e l s e w h e r e . ?  I n  t h e  c e n t u r y  s i n c e  Marx,  o n e  v e r s - i o n  o r  a n o t h e r  

p f  t h a t  d o u b l e  q u e s t i o n  h a s  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  agenda ,  o f  modern 

E u r o p e a n  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y . .  Some o f .  t h e  d e b a t e  ha's 
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. . 

p i v o t e ' d  ;on .  t h e  £ . a c t s : .  How many yeomen,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  d i d  e n c l o s u r e s  . 

' . .  a c t u a 1 l . y  d - i s p l a ~ e ? .  Some o f  t h e  d e b a t e  h a s  conc 'erned t h e  p ro .pe r  
. . 

way t o  s t a t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s :  Weber and  Tawney d i l f e r e d  o v e r  t h e  
. . . . 

. . a p p r o p r i a t e  ' ~ r o b l e m s t e l l u n ~  a s  much a s  o v e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s .  
. . 

. . And much o f  t h e  d e b a t e  ' h a s .  d e a l t  w i t h  e x p l a n a t i o n s :  why ' d i d  
. . 

. . 
' - c a p i t a l i s m  f l o u r i s h  e a r l i e r  i n  ' B ' r i t a i n  . t h a n  . i n  P r . u s s i a ?  

S i n c e  t h e .  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  v a s t  a n d  c o m p e l l i n g ,  f r a g m e n t s  o f  t h e  
. . 

d e b a t e  o n  p r o . 1 e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  - -  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  ' d e b a t e  on t h e  

' .  p o p u l a t i o n  c h a n g e s  i n v o l v e d  -- a p p e a r .  i n  w i d e l y  s c a . t t e r e d '  . . 

. . l i t e r a t u r e s .  H i s t o r i a n s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  . ( e s p e c i a l l y  B r i t i s h  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ) ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h a v e  c a r r i e d  on a  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f '  . l a b o r  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The d i s c u . s s i o n  

p i v o t s  on t h e  : d e m o g r a p h i c  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  ( e . g .  

Chambers  1 9 5 3 ,  Cohen & ~ e i  t z m a h  1 9 7 5 ,  '1955-56, Cooper  . . 

1 9 6 7 ,  E r i k s s o n  & R o g e r s  1 9 7 8 ,  Haba'kkuk 1 9 7 1 ,  H o h o r s t '  1 9 7 7 ,  J o n e s  
. . 

1 9 6 4 ,  K e l l e n b e n z  19:75,  Lazon, ick  1 9 7 4 ,  ~ e q u i n  1 9 7 7 ,  M a r t i n i u s  1 9 6 7 ,  

M a t z e r a t h  1 9 7 8 ,  M i l w a r d  & S a u l  1 9 7 3 ,  S a v i l l e  1 9 6 9 ,  S c h o f e r  1 9 7 5 ,  

. .Schon 1 9 7 2 ,  L .  T i . l l y  1 9 7 7 ,  R .  & C .  T i l b y  1971.,  W r i g l e y  1 9 6 1 ) .  
. . 

Demographers  who. h a v e  l o o k e d  t o  t h e  E u r o p e a n  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  
. . 

g u i d a n c e  i n  u n d e ' r s t a n d i n g '  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  h i g h  t o  l,ow 
' .  

- f e r t i l i t y  and m o r t a l i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  a s k e d  
. . .  . . 

. e a c h  o . t h e r  . w h e t h e r  m a s s i v e  . p r o 1 e t a . r  i a n i z a t i o n  . was b y - p r o d u c t ,  

c a u s e ,  o r  c o u n t e r - c u r r e r i t  .of  t h a t  t r a n s i t i o n  i n  . E u r o p e  ( e . g .  

B e r k n e r  & ~ e n d e l s  1 9 7 8 ,  G a u n t  1 9 7 7 ,  H a i n e s  1 9 7 9 ,  Knode l  & van  d e  

Wal ' le  1 9 7 9 ,  ~ ' d . l l m a n n  1 9 7 7 ,  K r i e d t e ,  M e d i c k ,  ' ~ c h l u m b o h m  1 9 7 7 ,  

' ~ e m o ~ r a ~ h i c .  O r i g i n s  o'f t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  ' 1 0  



L e s t h a e g e  1 9 7 7 ,  McKenna 1 9 7 4 ) .  . L o c a l  and  r e g i ' o n a l  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  . 
.. . 

e d g e d  i n t o  - t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  p i o b l e m  b y  d i , s c o v e r i n g ,  i n  p la ' ce  a f t e r  

p l a c e ,  . s i m i l a r  t . r a n s f o r m ' a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e :  ' t h e  

d i s p . r o p o r t i o n a t e  i n c r e a s e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  o c c u p a t i p n s  and  
. . 

. . i n d u s t r i e s  (e . .g.  Agren  e t  a l ;  1 9 7 3 ,  i k e r m a n , , .  J o h a n s e n ,  G a u n t  1 9 7 8 ,  

B o u r y e t  19.54, B r a u n  1 9 6 0 ,  1 9 6 5 , . C h a m b e r s  1 9 5 7 ,  C o r b i n  1 9 7 5 ,  D e p r e z  

1 9 6 5 ,  F o s t e r  1.974,  Gschwind  1 9 7 7 ,  H a s q u i n  1 9 7 1 ,  J a s p e r .  1 9 7 7 ,  K i s c h  

1 9 5 9 ,  $96'7, 1968.,  K l ima  '1974,  L e v i n e  1 9 7 7 ,  ~ u n d ~ v i s t  . l 9 7 7 ,  Ohngren 

1 9 7 4 ,  P u r z  1 9 6 5 a ,  1 9 6 5 b ,  S c h n e i d e r  & ~ c h n e i d e r  1 9 7 6 ,  S c o t t  1 9 7 4 ,  
. . 

S p u f f o r d  1 9 7 6 ,  V i l a r  1 9 6 2 ,  d e  V r i e s  1 9 7 5 ,  ~ r i . g h ' t s o n  & L e v i n e  

1 9 7 9 ) .  S t u d e n t s  o f  p o v e r t y  and o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p o o r  h a v e  

n e c e s s a r i l y  b r u s h e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  

h a v e  n o t  p o s e d  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a n g e s  v e r y  d i r e c t l y  o r  

e f f e c t i v e l y  ( e . g .  A b e l  1 9 7 4 ,  C o a t s  1 9 7 6 ,  D a v i s  1 9 6 8 ,  Deyon 1 9 6 7 b ,  

G u t t o n  1 9 7 4 ,  H u f t o n  1 9 7 4 ,  Kaplow 1 9 7 2 ,  L i s  & S o l y  1 9 7 9 ,  Quadagno  

1 9 8 2 ,  S l a c k  1 9 7 4 ) .  
. . 

A n a l y s t s  w h o .  h a v e  s o u g h t  s e l f - c o n s c i ~ u s ~ ~  t o  t r a c e  t h e  ' . . . 

. . 
. . . - p r o c e s s  o f  p r o ' l e t a r  i a n i z a t i o n ' h a v e .  commonly come. 'fr .om t h e  r a n k s  

'. h o t .  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  b u t  o f  e c q n o m i s t s  and  s o c i o l o g i s ' t s .   he^ ' h a v e  . .  . 

f o c u s e d  ,: b y  and  l a r g e ,  o n  t h e  e x p r o p r i a t i n g  a n d '  d i s c i p l . i n i n g  o f .  
. . 

- w a g e - w o r k e r s ,  r - a t h e r  t11a.n on t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  w a g e - l a b o r  i t s e l f  
. . , . . . 

( e . g .  . ' . ~ r o n o ' w i t z  1 9 7 8 ,  ~ e n d i x  1 9 5 6 ,  Burawoy 1 9 7 9 , .  ~ a l l i e  1 9 7 8 ,  

G a r t m a n .  - 1 9 7 8 ,  G i n t i s  1 9 7 6 ,  Hardach  1 9 6 9 ,  J a n - t k e  1 9 6 5 ,  M a r g l i n  

. . 1 9 7 4 ,  Montgomery 1 9 7 6 ,  Moore & Feldman 1 9 6 0 , '  M o t t e ?  1 9 6 6 ,  
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1 9 ? 0 ,  ~ w a h r  , 1 9 7 1 ' ) .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  b u i l d e r s  a n d  c r i t i c s  o f  M a r x i s t  

s c h e m a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g e n e r . a l  de .ve lopment  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  h a v e  had 

. - t o  commit  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  o n e  v i e w  o r  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  o r . i g  i n s  o f  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  (e .9. .  Anderson  . .  1 9 7 4 ,  B r a u d e l  1 9 6 7 ,  B r e n n e r  1 9 7 6 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  

Chau-nu 1 9 7 0 ,  Cohen 19'78, C r o o t  & P a r k e r  1.978, Dobb 1 9 6 3 ,  

~ e l l e n b e n z .  1 9 7 6 ,  L a n d e s  1 9 6 9 ,  Le Roy : L a d u r i e  1 9 7 4 ,  M o o r e  1 9 7 6 ,  

~ e d l i c h  & ~ r e u d e n b e r g e r  1 9 6 4 ,  S e r e n i  1948 ;  ~ o r t e l l a  C a s a r e s  1 9 7 3 ,  

d e  V r i e s  1 9 7 6 ,  W a l l e r s t e i n . 1 9 7 4 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  W r i g l e y  1 9 7 2 ) .  Thes.e many 

o v e r l a p p i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  o f f e r  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a  

r i c h ,  b r o a d ,  v i g o r o u s  l i t e r a t u r e .  The l i t e r a t u r e ' s  r i c h n e s s ,  

b r e a d t h ,  a n d  v i g o r ,  h o w e v e r ,  make t h e  t a s k  o f  s y n t h e s i s  

' 1. do n o t '  c1ai.m t o  . h a v e  s u r - v e y e d  a l l  t h e .  r e l e v a n ' t  s o u r c e s ,  

'much l e s s  t o  h a v e  s y n t h e s i z e d  them.  I n .  t h i s ,  p a p e r , ,  I a i m -  m e r e l y  

t o  t i d y  up - a  s m a l l  b u t  c r u c i a l  c o r n e r  o f  t h i s ,  v a s t  s p a c e :  t h e  

d e m o g r a p h i c  c o r n e r .  The p a p e r  d i s c u s s e s  w h e r e  p o p u l a t i o n  

p r o c e s s e s  f i t  i n t o  . g e n e r a l .  a c c o u n t s  o f  E u r o p e ' s  p r o l e -  

t a r i a n i z a t i o n . .  I t  s p e c i f i e s  w h i c h  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  

. p r o c e s s e s  h a v e  t o  be  e x p l a i n e d  and  why ' t h e y  a r e  I t  

o f f e r s  a  l i m i t e d  r e v i e w  o f  e x i s t i n g  k n o w l e d g e  c o n c e r n i n g  t ' hose . '  

- ,  p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  p r o p o s e s  some t e n t a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  th 'e  

p a r t i c u l a r '  p a t h ' s  t a k e n  - b y  E u r o p e a n  p r o 1 e t a ; i a n i z a t i o n .  On . i t s  
. . 

way,  t h e  p a p e r .  s p e n d s  more -t-ime o n  c o n c e p t . s  and  t . e c h n i q u . e s  t h a n  

a n y  r e a d ' e r  w i ' l l  e n  j o y ;  c o n c e p t u a l  and  t e c h n i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  ' i t  . 
. . 

t u r n s  o u t ,  c o m p r i s e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  o b s t a c l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  how 
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' p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o c c u r r e d .  
. . 

N e v e r t h e l e s . ~ ,  t h e  p a p e r ' s  main . p o i n t  is t o  p u r s u e  i n t o  t h e  

. . 

demographic  s p h e r e  two o f  M a r x ' s  c e n t r a l  i n s i g h t s  c o n c e r n i n g  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i . o n  : t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  p o p u l a t i o n  process ,es .  respond t o  

t h e -  l o g i c  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  i n s t e a d  o f  bein.3 somehow e x o g e n o u s  t o  i t ;  

. . g h a t  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s .  of  c a p i t a l i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  form 

and pace  of  p . r o l e t a r i a n i z a - t i o n  . 
. . 

. .  .Components o f  Growth 

A d u l l ,  r o u t i n e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  p r o m i s e s  t o  h e l p  t h e  

. s e a r c h  ' f o r  t h e  o r i g i n s  ' ~ f  t h e  ~ u r o ~ e a n  p r o l e t a r i - a t . ,  . I t  is t o  .. 

b r e a k  t h e  s e a r c h  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s :  1) a n a l y s i s  o f  components  o f  

g r o w t h ,  2 )  exp l . an , a t i on  o f  i nd iv id .ua1  ,components  and t h e i r  

i n t e r a c t  i o n s ,  3 )  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  , p a r t i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n t o  a  . .. 

g e n e r a l  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  p roce . s s .  L e t  me s t r e s s  a t  once  t h a t  t h e s e  
. . 

a r e  l o g i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  t a s k ,  n o t  d i s t i n c t  t e m p o r a l  . 

s t a g e s .  I f  we d o n ' t  b e g i n  w i t h  a p i e c e  of  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t  -- w i t h  

a t e n t a t i v e  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  e n t i r e . p r o c e s s  o f , p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  -- 

y e  a r e  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t o  wander t h r o u g h  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  components , ,  

and t o  s t u m b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  components  

and t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n s .   he s e c r e t  is t o  ' b e g i n  w i t h  a  t e n t a t i v e  

a c c o u n t  which is  c l e a r l y  v e r i f i a b l e ,  f a l s i f i a b l e ,  a n d  c ' o r r e c t i b l e .  

, B e t t e r  y e t ,  two o r  t h r e e  compet ing  a c c o u n t s  which a r e  c l e a . r l y  
. . 

. v e r i f . i a b l e ,  f a . l s i f i a b - l e ,  and c o r r e c t i b l e .  Accoun t s  b u i l t ,  l e t  u s  
. . 

. . 

s a y ,  on t h e  a r g u m e n t s  o-f Adam s m i t h  and Kar l  Marx. 

Components b f  g rowth?  A t  i t s  s i m p l e s t ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  c o n s i s t s  - -  
. . 
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. . 
o f .  d e f i n i n g .  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  c h a n g e  b e i n g  a n a l y z e d ,  p r e p a r i n g  a  

L o g i c a l l y  e x h a u s t i v e  l i s t  o f  t h e  c o m p o n e n t s '  o f  . t h a t  c h a n g e ,  a n d  
. . 

e s t i m a t i n g  . t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  t o  t h e  : change  a.s a  

w h o l e .  . I n  t h i  c a s e  - o f  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  we mus t  b e g i n  
. . 

w i t h  ' w o r k i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  " E u r o p e "  a n d  " p r o l e - t a r i a n " .  T h a t .  

. . means  d e c i d i n g w h a t  t o  d o  w i t h  ~ c e l a n d ,  ~ o n s t a n t i n o p ' l e  , M a l t a ,  t h e  
. . . . 

A z o r e s ,  a n d  5 0 '  On.. . I t  a l s o  means  d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  i t  i s '  p o s s i b l e  
.. . 

t o  b e  a l i t t l e  b i t  p r b l e t a r i a n  -- f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  i n d e -  . . 

p e n d e n t  w e a v e r w h o  h i r e s  h i m s e l f  o u t  f o r  t h e  h a r v e s t  q u a l i f i e s a s  

a  p r o l e t a r i a n ,  a s  o n e  q u a r t e r  o f  a .  p r o l e t a r i a n ,  o r  - - a s  no 
. . 

p r o l e t a r i a n  a t  a l l .  What a b o u t  h i s  young c h i ~ l d r e n ?  U n i n t e r e s t i n g  

d e c i s i o n s ,  t h e s e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  

T h e s e -  t e d i o u s  b u t  c r u c i a l  d e c i s i - ? n s  made,  w e , c a n  b e g i n  t o  a s k  

how t h e  a b s o l u t e  number a n d  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  " p r o l e t a r i a n "  c h a n g e d  f r o m ,  s a y ,  1 5 0 0  

t o  1 9 0 0 .  W e ' l l  come baclc t o  g u e s s e s  a t  t h e  r e a l  numbers  l a t e r .  

F o r  now, t h e  t h i n g  t o  n o t i c e  i s  t h a t  w e  c a n  b r e a k  down t h o s e  

n u m b e r s  i n t o  g e o g r a p h i c ,  t e m p o r a l  a n d ,  mos t  i m p o r t a n t ,  l o g i c a l  

components.. . We may . a s k  w h e r e  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  ' o f  non- 

. p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n t o  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d .  

Did  i t  h a p p e n  m a i n l y  i n  a r e a s o f  a d v a n c e d  c a p i t a l i s m ?  We may a s k  

.. - .when t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o c c u r r e d .  . Did t h e  p r o c e s s  a c c e l e r a t e  

g r e a t l y  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a f t e r  
. . 1 . .  

1 8 0 0 ?  ' We may a l s o  a s k  h o w .  i t  h a p p e n e d .  B u t  t h e  h o w ,  i n  t h i s  . . - . . 
. . 

. - 
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c.a 'se,  c o n c e r n s  t h e  c h a n g e ' s  l o g i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s .  . 

- I f  w e  t u r n  t o  s t a n d a r d  d e m o g r a p h i c  a c c o u n t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  w e  

f i n d  . . t h r e e  l o g i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  Each is  i n  t u r n  t h e .  r e s u l t a n t  

o f  t w o  p o s s i b l e .  c h a n g e s .  . The  t h r e e  l o g i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  

s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e i  a n d  . n e t  m i g r a t i o n .  Marx 

. . 
s t r e s s e d  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y : :  t h e  movement o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  u n i t  

. . 

f r o m  0n.e c a t e g o ' r y  t o  a n o t h e r  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a n  a l t e r a t i o n  i n  
. - 

i t s  o w n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I f  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  a r e  o u r .  

s o c i a l  u n i t s ,  ' e v e r y  p e r s o n  who, i n .  h i s / h e r  own.. l i f e t i m e ,  l o s e s  
. . .  

c o n t r o l  o v e r '  h i s / h e r  means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d m o v e s  i n t o w a g e  l a b o r  

a d d s  , t o .  . t h e  t o l l  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  . I n  f a c t . , .  t h e  same 
. . 

. i n d i v i d u a l  o f t e n  o s c i l l a t e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two c a t e g o r i e s .  t h r o u g h o u t  

h i s / h e r  l i f e t i m e .  The n e t  e f f e c t  o f  a l l  s u c h  h o v e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
. . 

bounda . ry  is t h e  componen t  . o f  s o c i a l  mo .b i l i  t y .  

Natural increase is t h e  r e s u l t a n t  o f  b i r t h s  and  d e a t h s .  I f  I 

r e a d  him a r i g h t ,  Marx i m p l i c i t l y  assumed t h a t  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  was 

a n  u n i m p o r t a n t  componen t  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a t ' s  g r o w t h :  T h e  ' 

. - 

d e ' a t h s  more 0-r l e s s  . b a l a n c e d  o ,u t  t h e  b i r t h s ,  w h i l e  n e t  

e n l a r g e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  d e p e n d e d  on new e n t r i e s  b y  p e o p l e  

. . who b e g a n .  ' l i f e  a s :  n o n - p r p l e t a r i a n s .  . T h i s  i s  w h e r e  t h e  

. , c o m p o n e n t s - o f - g r o w t h .  a n a l y s i s  g e t s  i n t e r e s t i n g ' .  For  , s e v e r a l  
. . . . 

a l t e r n a t i v e  B o s s i b i I i t i e s  e x i s t .  G i v e n  t h e i r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  
. . 

i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e ,  s t a r v a t i o n , .  a n d  w a r ,  ~ r o l e t a r i a n s  s o m e t i m e s  

u n d e r w e n t  a  n a t u r a l  d e c i e a s e : :  D e a t h s  e x c e e d e d  b i r t h s .  The 

p u e s t i o n  is: .  how o f t e n  a n d  how much? I f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  w e r e  t h e  
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normal  s i t u a t i o n  . o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  t h e   rolet tar i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  would 

b e  i n  . some th ing  . l i k e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  most ' p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  c 5 t i e s :  
. . 

They w o u l d . h a v e  t o  r e c . r u i t  s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers of  newcomers m e r e l y  

. t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  s i z e .  . TO grow, t h e y  would, have to 
. . . . 

. . r e c r u i t  v e r y  l a r g e  numb.ers' i n d e e d .  

.Th6 b i , r t h  r a t e s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s  c o u l d  a l s o  n o r m a l l y  -have run 

a b o v e . ' t h e i r  . d e a t h  r a t e s .  . I n  t h a t  . c a s e ,  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  

c o u l d  c j r o w w i t h o u t  any  hey  r e c r u i t m e n t  bf n o n - p r . o l e t a ' r i a n s .  I f  
. . 
. . 

' t he  p r o l e t , a r i a n  r a t e  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  were h i g h e r  tha.n t h a t  o f  . . 

. . .  t h e  r e s t  .o f .  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o l . e t a r i a n  s h a r e  of  t h e  t o t a l  
. . 

p o p u l a t i o n  would t end  t o  r i s e  -- even  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  l i f e t i m e  

m o b i l i t y  from n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  t o  p r o l e t a r i a n .  With a d d i t i o n a l  
. . .  

p e r m u t a t i o n s  o f  £ e r t i l i t y  and m o r t a l i t y ,  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  

a r ;  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e .   or example., t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r a t e  of  n ? t . u r a l  

. . i n c r e a s e  c o u l d . h a v e  r i s e n  o v e r  t i m e .  

 he t h i r d  component -- n e t  m i g r a t i o n  '-- 1ike .wise  o f f e . r s  

. .. 
m u l t i p l e  . . p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I f  - we a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  . t h e  European 

p o p u l a - t i o n  . a s  a  'whole ,  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  t h a t *  h a t t e r s  c o n s i s t s  o £  
. . . . 

moves of  p r o l e t a r i a n s  i n t o  and o u t  o f . t h e ' c o n t i n e n t .  B e c a u s e : t h a t  

. .. 
component ,  t o o ,  ,sums up numerous l o s s e s  .and g a i n s ,  i t s  o v e r a l l  

. . e f f e c t . .  may : l~ . ave  been n i l ,  a  - s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n  . t o  t h e  

: p r o l e t a . r i . a t ,  a. s u b s t a n t i a l  s u b t r a c t i o n  .' from. t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  . o r .  
. . 

some th ing  e l s e .  I f  we s t a r t  c o n s i d e r i n g  m i g r a t i o n  i n t o  and o u t  of  

t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  Eurqpean r e g i o n s ,  i n s t e a d  . . 

. . : . o f  rec.kon'ing f o r  Europe a s  a  w h o l e ,  t h e  problem becomes more , . 
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. complex '  a n d  i n t , e r e s t i n g .  

To r . e c a p i t u 1 a t e :  A s  . i n  a n y  p p p u l a t i o n  c h a n g e ,  ' w e  c a n  b r e a k  
. . . . . .  

' 

down t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  1500  

.. t o .  1 9 0 0  . ( o r  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  i n t e r v a l )  ini t e r m s  o f  a  s t a n d a r d  

a c c o u n t i n g  e q u a t i o n :  . . 

.PZ =, PI + ( I C  -- O C )  .+ ( B  - D )  + ( I M  - OM) + e  

w h e r e  pl' a n d  P2 a r e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  . t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  e n d :  o f  . t h e  

i n t e r v a l ,  I C  and  OC a r e  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  p e r s o n s  who make l i f e t i m e  

moves i n t o  t h e  c a t e g o r y  and o u t  o f  i t ,  B a n d  9 a r e  b i r t h s  and  

d e a t h s  o f  members o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y ,  I M  and  OM a r e  i n - m i g r a t i o n  and 
. . . . 

o u t - m i g r a t i o n ,  and  e is t h e ,  measure 'ment  e r r o r  summed o v e r  a.11 . 

t h e s e .  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  ' - . - 

The  importance o f  ~ r o v t h  Componen t s  

w h y - s h o u l d  a n y o n e  c a r e  a b o u t  t h e s e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  n u m b e r s ?  For  

mo-re r e a s o n s  t h a n  o n e .  F i r s t ,  i f  w e  a r e  t o  a t t e m p t  a n y  g e n e r a l  
. 7 .  

a c c o u n t  o f  E u r o p e ' s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  w e  h a v e  no c h o i c e  b u t  t o  . 

f o r m u l a t e  h y p o t h e s e s  a b o u t  t h e  componet-its o f  g r o w t h .  The 

h y p o t h e s e s  m a y  b e  i l n p l i c i t ,  a n d  t h e y  may b e  v e r y  c r u d e ;  t h e y  may. 
. . 

c o n s i s t ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  o f  a s s i g n i n g  a n  i n d e f i n i t e l y  l a r g e  p o s i t i v e  

v a l u e  t o  t h e  n e t  e f f e c t  o f  l i f e t i m e  moves and  z e r o  v a l u e s  t o  a l l  

t h e  o t h e r  c o m p o n e n t s .  T h a t  is t h e  t o n e  o f  M a r x ' s  a n a l y s i s .  Adam 

S m i t h ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w r o t e  a s  i f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  w e r e  t h e  

o n y  c o m p o n e n t  d i f f e r i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  z e r o .  T h u s  i n  t h e  

. a b s e n c e  o f  a n y e x a c t  n u m b e r s ,  s i m p l e  'knowledge o f  which  compo-nents  

w e r e  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a k i v e ,  l a r g e  o r  s m a l l ,  wou ld '  g i v e  u s  t h e  means  

~ e m o g r a ~ h i c  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  1 7  



o f . :  j u d g i h g  w h e t h e r  M,arX1s f o r m u l a t i o n ,  S m i t h ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n ,  o r  
. . . 

some mod'if i c a t i o n  o f  o n e  o r  th .e  o t h e i ,  was more '  a d e q u a t e .  

The  c h o i c e  is n o t  ' m e r e l y  h y p o t h e t i c a l .  . A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o b l e m  

. . : h a s  o £ t e n  b e e n  b a d l y  p o s e d ;  ' hqw t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  g r e w  f i g u r e s  . . 

.somehow i h  e v e r y . a c c o u n . t  o f  i n d u s t r . i a 1 i z a t i o n '  a n d  e v e r y  . h i s t o r y  o f  
. . 

t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  . S p e a k i n g  o f  Sweden f r o m  1 7 5 0  t o  1 8 5 0 , C ' h r i s t e r  
. . 

. W i n b e r g  p o i . n t s  . o u t  . t h a t '  t h e  ' p e a s a n t r . y  i n c r . e a s e d  . b y  . a b o u t  1 0 .  

. . 
p e r c e n t  . w h i l e  t h e  l a n d l e s s  c l a s s e s  o f -  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  more  t h a n  

q u a d r u p l e d .  "The d o m i n a n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d e v . e l o p m e n t , "  h e  

. . comments ,  

c a n  b e  s u m m a r i z e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  An i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  is p l a y e d  by 
t h e  " a u t o n o m o u s  d e a t h - r a t e "  , i .e .  a  d e a t h - r a t e  t h a t  r e m a i n s  
r e l a t i v e l y  a u t o n o m o u s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  c .  1 8 1 0  o n w a r d s ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  
o f  t h e  d e a t h - r a t e  was d u e  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  e x o g e n o u s  f a c t o r s ,  
s u c h  a s  s m a l l p o x  v a c c i n a t i o n ,  t h e  p e a c e  p e r i o d  f rom 1 8 1 4  
o n w a r d s  and t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t a t o .  The r e s u l t  was a  
r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  l e d  t o  a  s u b s e q u e n t  
p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  c e r t a i n  a u t h o r s ,  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  was " t o o  r a p i d "  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
c l e a r i n g  o f  l a n d  a n d  t h i s  f a c t o r  s h o u l d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  " o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n . "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  c l e a r i n g  o f  l a n d  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a s  r a p i d  a s  t h e  
i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s e t t i n g  up new 
f a r m s  d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  t o  t h e  same e x t e n t .  The number o f  
f a r m s  was r e s t r i c t e d  by d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  -- 
v i l l a g e  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  r e s t r i c t i v e  
l aw-making ,  e t c .  ( W i n b e r g  1 9 7 5 :  331;  c f .  ~ t t e r s t r 6 m  1957 :  I ,  
2 2 : 6 8 ) .  

" T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  Winberg  c o n t i n u e s ,  " i s  n o t  b a s e d  on a n y  

c o h e r e n t  t h e o r y . "  He c o u n t e r s  w i t h  a n  a r g u m e n t  h a v i n g  f i v e  

i m p 0 r t a n . t  e l e m e n t s :  . . 

. . 
1. .On , t h e  ' w h o l e . ,  t h e  1 . a n d l e s s  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  

. e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d i d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  d i s t i n c t  s o c i a l  
c l a s s ,  s i n c e  .it c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  o f  widowed o l d  p e o p l e  
a n d  0 t h e . r  n o n - p r o d u c e r s ;  t h e  s e p a r a t e  c l a s s  fo rmed  m a i n l y  
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. . .  a f t e r  1750 .  

2 .  The . p e a s a n t  . p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  , c e n t u r y  . 
g e n e r a ' l l y  m a i n t a i n e d  a n  i m p l i c i t  syste'm o f  p o p u l a t i o n  
c 6 n t - r o l  i n  w h i c h ,  . f o r  e x a m p l e ,  d e c l i n e s  i n  m o r t a l i t y  
n o r m a l l y  p r o d u c e d  a  v i s i b l e  n a r r o w i n g .  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  . 

f o r  - e m p l o y m e n t ,  which ,  i n  t u r n  l e d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  , d e l a y .  
m a r r i a g e  'and t o  have '  f e w e r  c h i l d r e n .  

. 3. A f t e r  1 7 5 0 ,  ' w i . d e s p r e a d .  ; r e o r g a n i z a t ' i o n  o f  r u r a l  e s t a t e s  b y  
. ' .  t h e i r .  - 1 a n d l ' o r d s  t u r n e d  many p e a s a n t s  ' i n t o  l a n d l e s s  

1 a  bo r e - r  s . 
. - .  

. .  
. . 

4 .  P e a s a n t  v i l l a g e s  t h e m s e l v e s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t r a t i -  - 

f i e d , -  w i t h  many ' s m a l l h o l d e r s  l i k e w i s e  becoming  l a n d l e s s  
l a b o r e r s .  . . 

5 .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e  b r o k e  o u t  
o f  t h e  o l d e r ' ,  i m p l i c i t  s y s t e m  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l  a n d  
moved t o w a r d  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e  a n d  
h i g h  f e r t i l i t y .  

Winberg  d o c u m e n t s  t h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  by means  o f  a  c l o s e  s t u d y  

.. . 
. .  . _ ' o f  -a s a m p l e  o f  S w e d i s h  r u r a l  p a r i s h e ' s .  . . 1 n -  t h o s e  p a r i s h e s , '  h e  . .  

f i n d s  a g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  f o r  t h e  l a n d l e s s  t o  m a r r y  ' l a t e r  and h a v e  

Eewer c h i l d r e n  t h a n  t h e  f u i l - f l e d g - e d  p e a s a n t r y . .  H e  a l s o  f i n d s  a  

s m a l l  movement f r o m  l a n d l e s s  l a b o r  i n t o ,  l a n d h o l d i n g  a n d  . a  v e r y  

l a r g e  move i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  d i r e c t i o n .  The b u l k  o f  t h e  r u r a l  

p r o l ' e t a r i a t ' s  i n c r e a s e ,  i n  h i s - ' a n a l y s i s ,  r e s u l - t e d  f  r6m t h e  " u n e q u a l  

b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  f ' l o w s . .  'Thus  Winberg  e n d s  u p  a s s i g n i n g  

c e n t r a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .  Y e t '  he b'y no means  
. . 

. . 

e l i m i n a t e s  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  f r o m  t h e  p , i c t u r e .  S w e d i s h  v i l l a g e s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a r e  n o t  t h e  w h o i e  o f  ' ~ u r o p e .  We m u s t  f i n d  o u t  how- 

g e n e r a l l y  W i n b e r g ' s  m o d e l  .of  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a p p l i e s  e l s e w h e r e .  
- . 

We hav.e a  s e c o n d  r e a s o n  f o r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  
. . 

growth: The r e ' l a t - i v e  w e i g h t  and d i . r e c t i o n  o f  t 'he  t h r e e  c o m p o n e n t s  
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. . 

make a  g e n u i n e  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o-f t h e .  h i s t o r i c a l  . 

, e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  l i f e t i m e  
. . 

' moves i n t o  t h e ,  p r p l e t a r i a t  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  d o m i n a n t  p r o c e s s . ,  w e -  
. . 

. m i g h t  e x p e c t  a  go'od dea.1 o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  a c t i o n  t o  c o n s i s t  o f .  . 

e f f o r t s  t o  r e t a i n  o r  r e c a p t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n . t r o 1  o v e r  t h e  means  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  On t h e  o t h e r '  h a n d ,  t h e  same e x t e n s i v e  r e c r u i t m e n t  . .  . 

t h r o u g h  l i f e t i m e  moves would  make i t  m0r.e d i f f i c u l t .  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  

t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  a n  a u t o n o m o u s  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r e ,  e n d u r i n g  

f rom o n e  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e x t .  . 
. . . . 

. . 

To t h e  e x t e n t  - t h a t  n a t u r a l  i n c - r e a s e  was  t h e  main  s o u r c e  o f  ' . . 

g r o w t h  i n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w e  would f i n d  f i n d  

i t  e a s y  t o  u n d q r s t a n d  a u t o n o m o u s ,  p e r s i s t e n t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r e ,  
. . 

b u t  h a r d  t o .  a c c o u n t  f0 . r  a r t i s a n a l  a n d  p e a s a n t  t h e m e s  i n  t h a t  
. . 

c u l t u r e .  To t h e  e x e n t , :  f i . n a l l y ,  t h a t  n e t  m i g r a t i o n  was th .e  

p r i m a r y  s 6 u r c e ,  w e  m i g h t  e x p e ' c t  t h e  p r b l e t a r i a t  t b  be  ' t h e  l o c u s  

n o t  o n l y  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  b u t  o f  ' a l i e n s ,  and  t o  b e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  
. . 

. . 

r e s i s t a n t  t o  ' u n i f i c a t i o n .  The c o n t r a s t i ' n g  p o r t r a i t s  - o f  

p r o l e t a r . i a n .  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  come t o  u s  f r o m ,  s a y ,  E . P .  Thompson 
. . 

and  L o u i s  c h e v a l i e r .  may r e s u l t  i n  p a r t  f r o m  t h e i r  h a v i n g  s t u d i e d  
.' I 

p o p u l a t i o n s  d i f f e r i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e s e  r e g a r d s ,  o r  f rom 

t h e i r  h a v i n g  i m p l i c i t l y  a s sumed  d i f f e r i n g  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  

m o b i l i t y ,  n a t u r a l  - i n c r e a s e ,  a n d  n . e t  m i g r a t i o n .  
. . .  

. . 

T h i r d ,  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  m a j o r  c o m p o n e n t s  

r n a t t e r s  a s  w e l l .  z e r o  n e t  m i g r a t i o n  o v e r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  m a y r e s u l t  

f rom no ' m o v e s  i n  e i t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  f r o m  l a r g e  b u t  e x a c t l y  e q u a l  
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f l o w s '  o f  d e f i n i t i v e  ' i n - m i g r a n t s  and  . d e f  i . n i t i v e  ' o u t - m i g r a n t s ,  . . f r o m  

numerois  c i r c u 1 a . r  ' m i g r a n t s  who s p e n d '  some time a t  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  
. . 

a n d '  . t h e n  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  . p o i n t s  o f  o r i g i n ,  a n d  f r o m  a  number . o f  

', o t h e r  e q u a l i z i n g  m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n s .  T h e s e  a r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  . 

s o c i a l  . s i t u a t . i o n s .  They h a v e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  

. . 
. . 

s o c i a l  c . o n t r o 1 ,  p r o l e t a r i a n  ' c u l t u r e ,  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t , .  a n d  t h e  
- .  

r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  a,n i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r  f o r c e .  

~ o . & i t i v e  o r  n e g a - t i v e  'net m i g r a t i o n  may l i k e w i s e  r e s u l t  f rom a 

w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  m i g r a t o r y  p a t t e r n s ,  e a c h  a f f e c t i n g  l i f e  a t  t h e  

d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways .  The same o b s e r v a t i o n  h o l d s  f o r  t h e  

s u b c o m p o n e n t s  o f  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y :  t e m p o r a r y  o r  d e f i n i t i v e  moves 

i n - t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  C l e a r l y  i t  h o l d s  f o r  b i r t h s  a n d  d e a t h s  a s  

w e l l .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n :  

a )  s l i g h t  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  d u e  t o  h i g h  f e r t i l i t y  a l m o s t  
b a l a n c e d  by h i g h  m o r t a l i t y  

a n d  

b)  s l i g h t  n a ' t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  d u e  t o  l o w  f e r t i l i t y  m a t c h e d  w i t h  
e v e n  l o w e r  m o r . t a l i  t y .  

. . 
. . 

T h a t  is t h e  d i f  f e r e n c ' e  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e a t h - r i d d e r i  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  and t h e  l o n g  l i f e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h .  I f  we w a n t  
. . . . 

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h g  q u a l i t y  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  we h a v e  t o  
. . 

. make t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  ve ry  c l e a r l y .  
. . 

C o m p o n e n t s .  o f  g r o w t h  m a t t e r ,  f i n a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  

m a g n i t u d e s  bea-r  d i r e c t l y  on two c o n t i n u i n g  d e b a t e s .  i n  E u r o p e a n  

, h i s . t o r y ;  The two d e b a t e s  o v e r l a p . .  The f i r s t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  s o u r c e  
. . 

o f  . l a b o r .  s u p p l y  i n .  . t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  s e c o n d  t h e  
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r e a s o n s  f o r  E u r o p e ' s  r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e f i t h  and 
. . 

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  ( f o r  summar- ies  o f  t h e  d e b a t e s ,  see ~ a b a k k u k  

a n d  McKeown The d e b a , t e  a b o u t  e c h o e s .  t h e  
. . 

d i f f e r e n c e s .  b e t w e e n  S m i t h  and  Marx; i t  p i t s  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n  which  

t h e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t s  and  a r t i s a n s  f i g u r e s  p r o m i n e n t l y  .. 
. . 

a g a i n s t  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  is a  r e l a t i v e l y  

s m o o t h ,  a u t o m a t i c  ' r e s p o n s e  t o  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  employment  
- .  

. . ' ( s e e  ~ a z o n i c k '  1 9 7 4 ) .  ' - 

T h e  d e b a t e '  on  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  

o v e r  E u r o p e  a s  a  w h o l e , .  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  a c c e l e r a t e d  m a r k e d l y  
. . 

d u r i n g  t h e  - e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d .  c o n t i n u e d  r a p i d  i n t o  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h .  The d e b a t e  p i v o t s  a r o u n d  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  d e c l i n e s .  

i n  : m o r t a l i t y  d u e  . t o  l i f e - s a v i n g  t e c h n i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  

m e d i c i n e ,  s a n i t a t i o n ,  o r  n u t r i t i o n  (.as o p p o s e d  t o  more g e n e r a l  
.. . 

i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  ' s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g ,  ' t e m p o r a r y  i n c r e a s e s  i n  

f e r t i l i t y ,  o r  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s )  e x p l a i n  t h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  

n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e .  
. . 

1.n b o t h  d e b a t e s ,  t h e  p1ace . s  o f  ' m o r t a l i t y  c h a n g e s  and . . 

f e r t . i l  i t y  c h a n g e s  iri t h e  g r o w t h '  o f  l a n d l e s s  l a b o r  a r e  q u e s t i o n s .  o f  

c ' e n t r a l  importance. I f , '  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  g r o w t h  o f '  t h e  
. . 

p r o l e t a r i a t  was' d u e  m a i n l y  t o  d e c r e a s i n g  m o r t a l i t y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  

a n  i m p r o v i n g  s t a n d a r d  o f  ' l i v i n g ,  b o t h  ' t h e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  t h e o r y  o f  

l a b o r  s u p p l y  a n d  t h e  f e r t i l i t y - i n c r e a s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i . o n  o f  

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  become l ess .  c r e d i b l e .  ' To make s u c h  

d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  w e  d o  n o t  n e e d  t h e  p r e c i s e  n u m b e r s .  But  w e  d o  n e e d  
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t o  c o n s i d e r :  t h e  . f u l l .  s e t .  o f  components  o f  g rowth .  

I t  is  a  good t h i n g  we d o n ' t  need . t h e  p r e c i s e  numbers.  I£ we 
. , .  

d id ' ,  t h e  t a s k  would be i m p o s s i b l e  i n .  o u r  l i f e t i m e s .  Al though t h e  . . - 

methods  o f  a - rc ,heology ,  pa l . eobo tany ,  and h i s  t o r  i c a l  demography m a y  

one  d a y  c0nverg.e  on f i n e  e s t i m a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  ~ u r 0 ~ e a . n  

p o p u l ' a t i o n ,  a . t  p r e s e n t  w e .  have, o n l y  a  c r u d e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  g r a n d  
. . 

. . 
t o t a l s . .  . 

. . 

What i s  more,  we have  no l a r g e - s c a l e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  W e  f a c e  one  o f  t h o s e  r e c u r r e n t  
> - 

h i s t o r i o y r a p h . i c a 1  i r o n i e s :  - The . i d e a s  o f  - " l a b o r  . f o r c e u  "and  

"employment"  a r e  a t  once  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  k e e p i n g  of  t h e  s o r t s  of 

s t a t i s t i c s  we n e e d ,  and c o n t i n g e n t  on t h e  v e r y  p r o c e s s  we hope t o  
1 

t r a c e ,  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c a p i t a l i z e d  f i r m s  

and e x t e n s i v e  w a g e - l a b o r , ,  no one b o t h e r s  t o  do t h e  r e q u i s i t e  

bookkeep ing .  G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  we c a n n o t  l ook  t o  t h e  

s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  o f  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  f u l l  bloom o f  

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  For e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s ,  we 

must combine a n a l y s i s  o f  t r e n d s  i n  s m a l l  a r e a s  which h i s t o r i a n s  

have  s t u d i e d  i n t e n s i v e l y  w i t h  i n d i r e c t  i n f e r e n c e s  from e v i d e n c e  

conce ' rn ing  o t h e r  p r o c e s s e s  which a r e  somehow c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
. . 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n . ' . '  

P r i n c i p l e s  o f '  P r o I e t a r . i a n ' i z a t  ion  

~ e £ o r e :  examining  t r e n d . s  an'd making i n f e r e n c e s ,  however ,  we 

had b e t t e r  g e t  . s o m e  d e f i n i t i o n s  and p r i n c i p l e s  s t r a i g h t .  

~ e f i n i t i o n s ,  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  .Whatever  p r a c t i c a l  s e p a r a t . i o n  of  
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p i o l e t a r  i a n s  from n o n - p r o l e t a r  i a n s  we a d o p t ,  we must k'eep i n .  mind 

t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  h a s  t w o  L o g i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  
. . 

- . components :  . . 

. . 

a )  s e p a r a t i o n  of  w o r k e r s -  from. c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  means o f  
pr 'od.uct ion:  e x p r o p r i a t i o n ,  f o r  - sh;r,t; .  

.: . 
b )  i n c r e a s i n g  dependence  o f  w o r k e r s  o n  t h e  s a l e  of  t h e i r  

. . l a b o r  power:  wage !work, f o r  s h o r t .  - 
TO c o n c r e t i z e  . t h e s e  . a b s t r a c t  components ,  we might  imagine  

. . 

c o ~ n . ~ u ' t i n g  t h e  f & l l o w i n g .  i tems  f o r  some s p e c i f i c  p o p u l a t i o n :  

T: t o t a l  h o u r s  - p e r  y e a r  s p e n t  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  :labor 

L: , h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  s p e n t  i n  l a b o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  means of  
p r o d u c t  i on  . . . . 

D: h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  s p e n t  i n  d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r  = T - L 

W: h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  s p e n t  i n  l a b o r  f o r  wages 
- .  . . 

. . . . e: ~ e v e : l  of  e x p r o p r i a t i o n .  = .D/T 
, . 

w: wage. depgndence  = W/T 

, . 
P: l ' e v e l  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i . z a t i o n  = . e  x w 

. .  . . . 6 :  r a t e  o f  = 6 + ; 
.. . 

Thus an i n c r e a s e  i n  e i t h e r  th.e p r o k o r t i o n  of  a l l  work t ime  s p e n t  . . .  

i n  d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r  o r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  work t ime  s p e n t  i n  
. . . . 

l a b o r  f o r  wag,es r a i s e s ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  l e v e l .  o f  

. . 
p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  S i n c e  d e g r e e  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  means o f .  

p r o d u c t i o n  a c t u a l l y  fo rms  a  con t inuum r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s i m p l e  

. . . e i t l l e r / o r ,  i n  a . p r a c t i c a l  ' a p p l i c a t i o n  w e  would no doubt  have  t o  

w e i g h t  D -- h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  i n  d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r  - -  f o r  t h e  e x t e n t  of  . . 

c o n t r o l .  e x e r t e d  by w0rker .s .  

Al though e x p r o p r i a t i o n  and wage work have  a  s t r o n g  h i s t o r i c a l  . 

. . 
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. c o n n e c t i o n  . . -- t h a t  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  o n e  o f  t h i s  e s s a y ' s  p r e m i s e s  -- . . 

. i n  . some. i m p o r t a n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e y  m o v e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
. . 

. . 

d i r e c t  i o n s .   h he e n s e r f m e n t  o f  E u r o p e a n  p e a s a n t s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

A- c e r t z i n l y  r e d u c e d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  t i l l e d ;  t h e y  
.<' . . . 

s p e n t  i n c r e a s i n g  s h a r e s  o £  t h e i r  t o t a l  l a b o r  time i n  d e p e n d e n t  

l a b o r .  But  e n s e r f . m e n t  d i d  n o t  o r d i n a r i l y .  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  ' . 

. d e p e n d e n c e  on w a g e s  f o r  s u r . v i v a 1 .  ' ~ n s t e a d ,  l a n d l o r d s  commonly 

a s s i g n e d  h o u s e h o l d s  t o  s u b s i s t e n c e  p l o t s ,  and  f o r c e d  e a c h  

h o u s e h o l d  t o  d e l i v e r  some c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m o n e t a r y  d u e s ,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  and  l a b o r  s e r v i c e s .  ~ x p r o p r i a t i o n  

i n c r e a s e d ,  b u t  wage work may w e l l  h a v e  d e c l i n e d .  

I n  r e c e n t  t i m e s , ,  m i n e  a n d  f a c t o r y  w b r k e r s - w h o  w e r e  a l r e a d y  
. . 

. , f u l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  w a g e s  h a v e  o f t e n  c o n f r o n t e d  b o s s e s  who w e r e  

s e e k i n g  t o  weaken t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a c e  o r  q u a l i t y  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n  by s u b d i v i d i n g  t a s k s ;  i m p o s i n g  t i m e - d i s c i p l i n e ,  o r  

a p p l y i n g  p i e c e - r a t e s .  I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r  i n c r e a s e d  

a s  a  s h a r e  o f  a l l  l a b o r ;  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  w i t h o u t  a n  

i n c r e a s e  i n  .wage  work.  
. , 

T h e .  o p p o s i t e  c a s e  a l s o  o c c u r r e d , .  a l t h o u g h  i t  was  s u r e l y  
. . . . 

r a r e r :  I n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  ' E u r o p e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e , .  l a n d l o r d s  

. . 
f r e q u e n t l y  l i q u i d a t e d  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  t o  f o r c e d  l a b o r  o f  v i l l a g e r s  i n  

t h e  l a n d l o r d s . '  f i e l d s  i n  f a v o r  o f  c a s h  p a y m e n t s  which  t h e y  t h e n  

u s e d  t o .  h i r e  l a b o r .  i n  t h o k e  sarne f i e l d s .  Such a  s h i f t  i n c r e a s e s ,  

. . wage work w i t h o u t  d e c r e a s i n g  w o r k e r s '  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  means o f  
. . . . 

p r o d u c t i o n .  , . . . 

. . 
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. . .  . . .  

. . 

In ' .  p r . i n c i p . l ' e ,  t h e n ,  t h e .  'two compon.ents  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t . i o n  
. . . . 

-- ' e x p r o p r i a t i o n  and  wage work -- v.ary i n  p a r t i a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  

f r o m  e a c h  . o t h e r .   h he e x t e n t  a n d .  p a c e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a r e ,  

' b y '  d e f i n i t i o n ,  r e s u l t a n t s  o f  t h e  . t w o .  , F i g u r e -  1 : l ays  o u t  ' t h e  
. . . . 

d e f  i n i t i d n  s c h e m a t i c a l l y .  I t  a l s o  s ' k e t c h e s  f o u r  r o u g h  h y p o t h e s e s  

co,ncern..ing. . t h e ,  . . e x t e n t  and,  . c h a - r a c t e r  o.f . t h e .  two c o m p o n e n t s '  

c o v a r i ' a t i o n  u r jde r  c a p i t a l i s m : .  
. , 

1.. I n  g e n e r a l ,  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  , and  wage work ' i n c r e a s e  . . .  . 

. . . t o g e t h e r .  
. . 

2. However ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  s o m e t i m e s  o c c u r s  
w i t h o u t  c h a n g e s  i n  wage work .  

3 .  E x c e p t  a t  l o w  l e v e l s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  wage work 
r a r e l y  i n c r e a s e s  [ o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  d e c r e a s e s ]  w i t h o u t  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  e x p r o p r i a t i o n .  

4 .  A t  t h e  e x t r e m e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  is  l e s s  l i k e l y  -- e v e n  
u n d e r  c a p i t a l i s m  -- t h a t  w o r k e r s  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  
d i s l o d g e d  f r o m  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a n  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  become e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  on wages .  

~ ~ ' r e ~ a s o n i n g  is s i m p l e :  E m p l o y e r s  'do n o t  v a l u e  wage w o r k  f o r  i t s  

own s a k e .  . T h e y . . i m p o . s e  wage work a s  a  means  o f  a c c o m p l i - s h i n g  
. . 

e x p r o p r i a t i o n ,  . . b u t  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  
. . 

s e i z e  c o n t r o l  of. l a b o r  power w i t h - o u t  p a y i n g  w a g e s ,  t h e y  d o  s o .  
. . 

: . The .maj..or . e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  r u l e '  comes  a t  l o w  l e v e l s  o f  

p r ? l e t a . r i a n i z , a t i o n ,  w h e r e  l a n d l o r d s  and  c a p i t a l i s t s  s o m e t i m e s  

p r e f e r  t h e  payment  o f  a  money wage .  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i . o n  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  

i n  k i n d ;  . E n g ' ~ i s h  f a r m e r s  who had l i v e - i n  h a n d s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

t e n d e d  t o  e .xpel  them f r o m  'bed  and  b o a r d  when f o o d  became e x p e n s i v e  

. The r e a s o n i n g  c o n t i n u e s :  E m p l o y e r s  s e e k  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  p r i c e  

. .. 
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Figure 1. The Components..of Proletarianization 
and their Likely Covariation 



t h e y  p a y  f o r  l a b o r  p o w e r ,  a s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  M a r x i s t  a n . a l y s i s -  s a y s ,  

. . 
i n  o r d e r  t o  max i tn ize  t h e i r  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  l a b o r  a p p l i e d  t o  . - 

p r o d u c t i o n  (Gar tman  1 9 7 8 ,  G i n t i s  1 9 7 6 ) .  Bu t  t h e y  e x p r o p r i a t e  a l l  
. . 

f a c t o r s  o f  p r o d u c t i d n ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r  p o w e r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t r o l  

. t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  t h o s e  f a c t o r s  in t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  
. . 

r e t u r n .  E x t e n s i v e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  is t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  

o n l y  w h e r e  t h e  payment  o f  wages  is a  r e l a t i v e l y  a t t r a c t i v e  means  

o f  e x p r o p r i a t i n g  l a b o r  power -- b e c a u s e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  l a b o r  is 

h i g h l y  v a r i a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  n e i t h e r  c u s t o m  n o r  f o r c e  w i l l  s u f f i c e ,  o r  

f o r  s o m e  o t h e r  r e a s o n .  A t  t h e  ' e x t r e m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n  t h e m s e l v e s  s e t  g r e a t e r  l i m i t s  ' on e x p r o p r i a t i o n  t h a n  

. . 
t h e y  d o  o n  w a g e  work :  The cos t s  o £  s u b d i v i d i n g  a n d  d e g r a d i n g  

. . 
. . 

. . c o m p l e x  t a s k s  e v e n t u a l l y  become p r o h i b i t i v e  , , a n d  t h e  wo,rker whose 
. . 

s k i l l  and  d i s c r e t i o n  make a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  q u a n . t i : t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  

' 0 . f  t h e  p . r o d u c t  a l w a y s  h a s  some v e s t i g e  o f  b a r g a i n i n g  p o w e r .  ( s e e  
. . 

' A r o n o w i t z  i . 978 . )  . . '  

. : : N o t e  how t h i s  a p p r o a c h  w o r k s .  N o t e  e s p e c i a . 1 1 ~  how. i t  d o e s n ' t  

work .  I t  d o e s  n o t  e q u a t e  i m p o v e r i s h m e n t .  o r  i m m i s e r a t i o n  w i t h  . . 

p r o l e t a r i ' a n i z a t i o n .  S o  f a r  a s  t h e  ' d e f i n i t i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  
. . 

. . 
. . 

r i s e '  o r  f a l l  o f  r e a l  income is i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  . .  
. , 

. p r o l e t a r i . a n i z a t i o n .  . Nor d o e , s  w e a l t h  . a s  s u c h  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  

' d e f i n i t i o n .  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ;  t o , - t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h o u s e h o l d  w e a l t h  . 
. . 

c o n s i s t s  o f  non-produc  t i v e  g o o d s  -- t e l e v i s i o n  . s e t s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  

'.and s o  on - -  many h o u s e h o l d s  a r e  w e a l t h y  b u t  p r o l e t a r i a t .  Nor d o  . . 

s t y l e ,  o f  l i f e ,  e d u ' c a t i o n ,  s k i l l ,  o r  l o c u s  o f  employment ;  i n  

Demo:graphic O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  27 



t hcmse l "e s ,  become c r i t e r i a .  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  T h e r e  is no 

r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  : i n  p r  i n c i p l . e ,  a n  e x p r o p r i a t e d  wage . 

vork'k'r m i g h t  w e l l  t h i n k  of  h e r s e l f  a s  a f u l l - t i m e  member o f  t h e  
. . 

b o u r g e o i s i e .  
. . 

I n  , t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  . t h e  i d e a  of  a  . "new working  c l a s s "  

c o n s i s t i p g  o f  s k i l l e d  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and r e s e a r c h e r s .  

in' s c i e n c e - s e c t o r  i n d u s t r i e s  i s  n o  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  ter.ms. . The 

c o n c e p t  does '  'not  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p r o l e t a r i a n s  be f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s ,  o r .  
. . 

even  be p r o d u c i n g  c o m m o d i t i e s .  Not t h a t  income,  w e a l t h ,  l i f e  

s t y l e ,  e d u c a t o n ,  s k i l l ,  l o c u s  o f  employment,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  o r  
. . 

p r o d u c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  a r e  t r i v i a l  m a t t e r s ;  f a r  from it.. But t h e  

c o n c e p t s  a d o p t e d  h e r e  make t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  

a s p e c t s ,  of  s o c i a l  l i f e  t o  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  q u e s t i o n - s  o f  f a c t  

. r a t h e r .  t h a n  m a t t e r s  o f  d e f i n i t i o n . .  

The t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a s  a r e s u l t a n t  o f  

e x p r o p r  i a t  io'n and wage work n e i t h e r  a.ssumes t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  

c o n t i n u e s  i n d e f i n i t e l y  i n  one d i r e c t i o n  no r  t i e s  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
. . 

by d e f i n i t i o n  t o  c a p i t a l i s m . '  Both t h e  c o n t i n u - i t y  of  t h e  t r e n d  and 

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i t s  dependence  on c a p i t a l i s m  beco.me q u e s t i o n s  f o r  

t h e o r y . .  a n d  f o r  r e s e a r c h .  W o r k e r - p a r t i c i p a t i o n  schemes ,  f o r .  

example ,  do., somet imes  i n c r e a s e  w o r k e r s  c o . n t r o l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  
. . 

d e c i s i b h s  somewhat,  and o c c a s i o n a : l l y  r e d u c e  t h e  dependence  of  
. . . . . . 

w o r k e r s  on wages ( s e e  . Esp inosa  & Z imbal  i s t  1978 ,  Korpi.  ' 1978 ,  
. . 

. . .  
s t e p h e n s  1 9 8 0 ) .  To t h a t  s m a l l  e x t e n t ,  t h e y  move t h e  work . fo rce ' s  

ave.rage p o s i t i o n  toward t h e  lower  l e f t - h a n d  cor .ner  of  q u r ,  d i eg ram;  
. . 

. . 
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. t h e y  d e p r o l e t a r i a n i z e .  One c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  a r g u e ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  
. . 

. h a n d ,  t h a t  s o c i a l i s t  r e g i m F s  s u c h  a s  t , h a t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Union h a v e  

a d o p t e d  ~ a p i  t a l i s t s  1 m e t h o d s  w i t h  a  v e n g e a n c e ,  u s i n g  t h e  f u l l  

power o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  e x p r o . p r i a t i o n  ' a n d  e x t e n d  wage 
. . 

work i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ;  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t  

. . .  P r o l e t a r  i a n i ' z a t i o n  w i t h i n  o s t e n s i b l y  n o n - c a p i t a l  ist s t a t e ' s  

h a s  l e d  m a n y  o b s e r v e r s  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  h a s  no 

s p e c i a l  t i e  t o  c a p i t a l i s m ,  b u t  r e s u l t s  i n e v i t a b l y  f r o m  a n y  f o r m  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  I n  my v i e w ,  h o w e v e r ,  

1. Over t h e  p a s t  f ew c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  and  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  p r o l e -  
t a r i a n i z a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s t r o n g  enough  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  o n e  c a u s e s  t h e  o t h e r .  

2 .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  c a p i t a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  
p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  f o r m s  
o f  n o n - i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  makes d u b i o u s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
" i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n "  is  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ' s  n e c e s s a r y  
c o n d i t i o n .  

3 .  On t h e '  w h o l e ,  c a p i t a l i s t s  a c q u i r e  a  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  
e . x p r o p r i a t i o n  a n d  wage work t h a n  ' .  d o  o - t ' he r  s o r t s  o f  
p o w e r h o l d e r s .  

. . 

. . 
. . 

4. ' When s o c i a l i s t s  p u s h  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e y  d o  s o  in 
i m i t a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s t s .  

. . 

F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h i s .  p a p e r ' s ,  p u r p o s e s , .  o n l y  t h e  

f i r s t  two p . r o p o s i t i o n s  m a t t e r  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  . . 

d e m o g r a p h i c  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  ~ u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a t .  D u r i n g  m o s t  o f  

t h e  E u r o p e a n  e x p e r i e n c e  s i n e  1 5 Q 0 ,  c a p i t a l i . s t s  h.ave s t o o d  a t  t h e  
' . 

c e n t e r  o f  - t h e '  p r o l e t a r i a n i z i n g  p r o c e s s .  

My a p p r o a c h ,  ' t o  be  s u r e ,  r e s t s  on. a g u i d i n g  h y p o t h e s i s :  Over 
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t h e  l o n g  r u n .  ' e x p r ' o p r i a t i o n  and wage work w e r e ,  and a r e ,  more 
. . .  

' f undamen ta l  t h a n  income,  w e a l t h ,  l i f e  s t y l e , ,  and s o  on .  More 
. . 

f u n d a m e n t a l ?  I mean t h a t  c h a n g e s  i n  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  and i n  

dependence  on wages have  wide r  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  i n  e v e r y d a y  s o c i a l  

l i f e  t h a n  c h a n g e s  i n  income, ' w e a l t h ,  e t  c e t e i a .  I a l s o  mean  t h a t  

t o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e g r e e  c h a n g e s  i n  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  and 
. .  . 

wage-dependence cause c h a n g e s  i n  income,  w e a l t h ,  1 i f  e .  s t y l e ,  and 

s o  on .  . A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we move o u t  o f  t h e  s i m p l e ,  a r b i t r a r y  .wor ld  

o f  c o n c e p t s .  We b e g i n  working w i t h  a r g u m e n t s  which a r e  open t o  

1 
i e m p i r i c a l  c h a l l e n g e ,  and t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  s c r u t i n y  a s  w e l l .  
I 

I E x p l a i n i n g  P r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  

Remember t h e  c r u d e  e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  r a t e  of  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n :  

= ; + = r a t e  of change  o f  wage-dependence p l u s  r a t e  of  
change  o f  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  

. . 

I f  t h e  sum o f  t h e :  two r a t e s  is p o s i t i v e ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z i n g .  i f  i t  is n e g a t i v e . ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is  depro le - .  

t a r i a n i z i n g .  I £  i t  s t a n d s  a t  o r  ne.ar 0 ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  

, s t r u c t u r e  i s  r e m a i n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  same. My g e n e r a l  a rgument  is 
. . . . 

. . 

: e l e m e n t a r y ,  p e r h a p s '  o b v i o u s .  T h e  r a t ?  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  is: 

1. an i n v e r s e  f u n c t i o n  of  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  demand f o r  goods 
. . 

and s e r v i c e s ;  

. . 2 .  a  d i r e c t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t.he c o s t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  new u n i t s ;  

3 .  , a  ' d i r e c t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t j o n  of  c a p i t a l ;  

' 4 .  a  d i r e c t '  f u n c t i o n .  of  t h e  coe r . c ive  power o f  employe r s .  

. . The ' mechanisms by which t h e s e  . v a r i a b l e s  - a £  f e c t  th.e i n c r e a s e  of .  

. .  . 
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, e x . p r o p r i a t i o n  and  w a g e - d e p e n d e n c e  a r e  , m a i n l y  m a t t e r s  . o f  t h e  

. 'number,  s i z e ,  a n d  i n t e r n a l  o . r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c i n g  u n i t s +  

c o n c e n t r a - t i o n  o r  d e c o n c e n t r a t i o n  - o f  c o n t , r o l  o v e r  p r o d u c t i o n  

: d e c i s i o n s  w i t h i n  p r o d u c i n g  u n i t s ,  g r o w t h  , o r  d e c l i n e '  i n  t h e  a v e r a g e  

. s . i z e  o f  ' p r o d u c i n g  u n i . t s ,  e l i m i n a t i o n  , - o r  c o n s o l  i d a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c i n g  
. . 

. . u n i t s  w h i c h  a l r e a d y  e x i s t ,  l i m i t s  on th .e  c r e a t i o n  o f  'new ' p r o d u c i n g  

u n i t s ,  i n c r e a s e s  o r  d e c r r e a s e s  i n  t h e  amount  o f  l a b o r  drawn f r o m  

' . t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r .  

The mos t  o b v i o u s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  m e c h a n i s m s  a t  work 

come f r o m  p e r i o d s  and  p l a c e s  i n  which  a  s m a l l  number o f  p r o d u c e r s  

w e r e  e x p a n d i n g  ' t h e i r '  s c a l e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e i r  
. . 

. n e i g h b o r s .  I n  h i s  o l d  b u t  still u s e f u l  a n a l y s i s  o f . t h e  g r o w t h  o f  
. . 

a  r u r a l  p r o l e t a ' r i a t  i n  E n g l a n d ,  W i l l i a m  Hasbach  g a v e  c e n t e r  s t a g e  
. . 

. . 

t o  e n g r o s s i n g :  t h e  b u i l d i n g  , u p  o f  l a r g e  f a r m s  by a  f ew a c t i v e  

l a n d l o r d s .  Here  i s  h i s  summary o f  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  

e n g r o s s i n g :  

They w e r e ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  more  l u x u r i o u s  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i f e  a d o p t e d  
b y  t h e  l a n d l o r d  c l a s s ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n t  n e e d  o f  a  l a r g e r  
income;  s e c o n d l y ,  t h e  e n c l o s u r e s ,  f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h a t  n e e d ;  t h e n  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p r i c e  o f  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t o  
w h i c h  t h e  e n c l o s u r e s  c o n t r i b u t e d ;  n e x t  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  
l a r g e  f a r m ,  p i o n e e r e d  a b o u t  t h i s  same p e r i o d ;  and  f i n a l l y  t h e  
new method o f  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  w h i c h  demanded men o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  
c l a s s  and  l a r g e r  c a p i t a l .  Bu t  b e s i d e s  t h e s e  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  
f o r c e s  a t  work .  T h e r e  was  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  which  t h e  g r e a t  
i n d u s t r y ,  t h e n  j u s t  d e v e l o p i n g ,  e x e r c i s e d  on  c a p a c i t y ,  
e n t e r p r i s e  and  c a p i t a l .  And t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  i n d i r e c t  t a x e s ,  
imposed  t o  p a y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  on  t h e  g r o w i n g  n a t i o n a l  d e b t  
r o l l e d  up  by t r a d e  w a r s  a n d  c o l o n i a l  w a r s ,  which  o f  c o u r s e  
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  ( H a s b a c h  1 9 2 0 :  103-104). 

Under t h e s e  c o n d i k i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  ' t o  H a s b a c h ,  . t h o s e  who . h a d  . t h e  
. . .  

p o w e r .  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  h o l d i n g s ,  i n v e s t e d  a n d  r e i n v e s t e d  t h e i r  

. . 
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. . 

c a p i t a l ,  s h i f t e d .  t o  l a b o r - e f  f i c i e n t .  f a r m i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  I n  t h e  

p r o c e s s ,  t h e y  s q u e e z e d  s m a l l h o l d e r s , -  t e n a n t s ,  a n d  s q u a t t e r s  o f f  
. . 

t h e  l a n d ,  i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  w a g e - l a b o r .  

I n  o u r  t e r m s ,  t h e n ,  e n g r o s s i . r i g  d i r e c t l y  and  s t r o n g l y  r e d u c e d  

t h e  number o f  n o n - p r o l e t a r  i a n  p o s i t i o n s  i~ r u r a l  - a r e a s :  The s i z e  

o f  p r o d u c i n g  u n i t s  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e i r  - ,numbkr d e c l i n e d ,  p r o d u c t i o n  

d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e n t r a ' t e d ,  e x i s t i n g  . u n i t s  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c r e a t i n g  new u n i t s  d e c r e a s e d .  B e h i n d  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  

l a y  a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  w e  h a v e  
I .. 

a l r e a d y  r e v i e w e d :  r i s i n g  demand f o r  g o o d s  and  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  

c o s t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  new u n i t s ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ,  and 

g r o w i n g  c o e ' r c i v e  power o f  e m p l o y e r s .  

We b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  o b v i o u s  p a r t :  C h a n g e s  i n  t h e  demand f o r  

g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  new p r o d u c i n g  

u n i t s  come i n t o  b e i n g .  They  a l s o  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  r a t e  a t  

w h i c h  e x i s t i n g  u n i t s  . c h a n g e  s c a l e .  C h a n g e s  i n  demand,  however  ; 

l i k e w i s e  a f f e c t  t h e  r a t e  o f ,  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h , ,  a n d  t h e r e b y .  t h e  

r a t e  o f  c h a n g e  i n  t o t a l  l a b o r  s u p p l y .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e y  h a v e  no 

' n e c e s s a r y  e f f e c t s  on t h e  r a t e  o f  p r o l e t a ' r i a n i z a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  

. e c o n o m i e s  o f  s c a l e  may w e l l  r e s u l t  f rom e x p a n d e d  demand,  t h o s e  

e c o n o m i e s  h a v e  no r e l i a b l e  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b f  l a b o r  

b e t w e e n  p r o l e t a r i a n  and  . n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  p r o d u c e r s .  A l l  o t h e r .  

t h i n g s  b e i n g .  e q u a l ,  t h e  s y s t e m  ' m e r e l y  r e p r o d u c e s  i t s e l f  on  a  

l a r g e r  - s c a l e .  1h modern E u r o p e ,  ' f o r  e x a m p l e ,  househo1.d p r o d u c t i o n  

p r o v e d  i t s e l f  e n o r m o u s l y  e l a s t i c  i n  r e ' s p o n s e  t o ,  t h e  demand f o r  
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t e x t i l e s ,  woodworking, r n e t a l ~ r a f t i n ~ ,  and s i m i l a r . . g o q d s .  Beyond' 
. . 

some p o i n t ,  

e s t a b ' l  i s h i n g  

o f  e x p a n s i o n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  c o s t  of  

new u n i t s  

s q u e e z e  t h e  n'ewcomers, 

o f  t e n  r i s e s ,  s i n c e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e .  c o s t s  of  and equipment  r i s e ,  

. . .  
and /o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  d e ' c l i n e s .  The theorem . . 

o f  d i - m i n i s h i n g  m a r g i n a l r e t u r n s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  r e s t s  on j u s t  such  . '  

a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s ,  o f  b r i n g i n g  m a r g i n a l  l a n d  i n t o  
. . . . 

c u l t i v a t i o n .  

. . . Fiom t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  p r o l . e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  however ,  t h e  
. . . . 

c e n r a l  p r o c e s s  is  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l .  When s m a l l  . . .  
. . . . 

p r o d u c e r s  become and when p e t t y  c a p i t a l i s t s  become b i g  

c a p i t a l i s t s ,  t h e y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s h a r e  o f  a l l  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

t h e y - . c o n t r o l ,  and expand t h e  amount o f  l a b o r  power t h e y  buy from 

o t h e r s .  E n c l o s i n g  l a n d l o r d s ,  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  who d r i v e  a r t i s a n a l  

c o m p e t i t o r s  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who r e s t r i c t  t h e  - 

number o f  a v a i l a b l e  f a r m s ,  p e a s a n t s  who t a k e  on a d d i t i o n a l  h i r e d  

h a n d s ,  m a s t e r s  who expand t h e  numbers o f  t h e i r  journeymen o r  

a p p r e n t i c e s ,  and m e r c h a n t s  who b u i l d  up n e t w o r k s  o f  d e p e n d e n t  

d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c e r s  a r e  a l l  a g e n t s  of  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  

B r o a d l y  s p e a k i n g , ,  anyone who h a s  an i n t e r e s t  i n  buyin< l a b o r  

power a l s o  h a s  an: ' i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .   rans sf or mat ion 

o f  wor.kers i . n t o  p r o l e t a r i a n s  s e r v e s  ' t h e  employer  i n  s e v e r a l .  
. . . . . . 

' d i f  f e r e n , t  ways.: by expand ing  t h e  employer  I s  power t o  r e d i r e c t  t h e  

f a c t o r s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  s e a r c h  o f  maximum r e t u r n ;  by i n c r e a s i n g  

t h e  emplo.ye.r 's  a b i l i t y  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e t u r n s  f r o m l a b o r ;  

. . 
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- b y  e x t e r n a l i z i n g  some o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  w o r k f o r c e .  
. . 

.Each o f  t h e s e  a d v a n t ' a g e s  t o  . t h e  e m p l o y e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  e n t a i l s  

d i s a d v a n t a g e s ,  f d ' i  o t h e r  p a r t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  w o r k e r s  

t h e m s e l v e s .  W o r k e r s  h a v e  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  and 

: . the . re ; fore  i n .  a l l o c a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  w h i ' c h  o f t e n  c o n t r a d i c t  . . 
. . 

t h o s e  w h i c h  m o s t  f a v o r  t h e  e m p l o y e r .  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f t e n  

h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  o f  l a n d ,  l a b o r  o r  

. . . c o m m o d i t i . e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e  t h e i r  r e v e n u e s  f r o m  t a x a t i o n .  

  en tiers o f t e n  h a v e  a n  i n t e r f s t  i n  r e l i a b l e  r e n t s  f rom th.e v e r y  

same l a n d  t h a t  c a p i t a l i s t s  w a n t  t o  commit  Lo new u s e s .  W o r k e r s  

h a v e  a  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  i n  h o l d i n g  on  t o  t h e  r e t u r n s  f rom t h e i r  

l a b o r .  And t h e  e x t e r n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  -- s u p p l y i n g  

f0o.d.  f i n d i n g  r e v e n u e  i n  times o f  unemployment ,  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  

i l l ,  a n d  so. on -- i s  l i k e l y  t o  s h i f t  t h e  burde 'n  t o  w o r k e r s 1  

h o u s e h o l d s  a s  ' . w e l l  a s  , . t o  t h e  communi ty  a t ,  l a r g e .  Even i f  a  g i ' a n t  

n e o - c l a s s i c a l  c o s t - b e n e f i t  a n a l y s i s  g i v e s  t h e  n e t  a d v a n t a g e  t o  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  mos t  o f  

t h e  p a r t i e s  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  d i c t a t e  d e t e r m i n e d  r e s i s t a n c e .   he 
. . .. . 

e m p l o y e r ' s  - i n t e r e s t  d o e s  not '  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  p r e v a i l .  

A S  N o r t h  a n d  Thomas ' (who h a v e ,  i n  f a c t ,  c o n d u c t e d  s o m e t h i n g  

l i k e  a g i a n t  n e o c l a s s i c a l  c o s t - b e n e f  i t  a n a l y s i ' s  o f  . c a p i t a l i s t  
- .  

p r o p e r t y  r e l a t i o n s )  ' - s u g g e s t ,  o n e  o f  th.e  . m o s t .  i m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  

p r o m o t i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  w a g e - l a b o r  is t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  a  s t a t e  . . 

t h a t  . s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  ' p r o p e r t y  i n t o  d i s p o s a b l e  

. b u n d l e s ,  a n d  g u a r a n t e e s  t h e  owner a  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e t u r n  f rom . . . 
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t h - a t  p r o p e r t y ' s  u s e  ( N o r t h  & T h o m a s  1 9 7 3 ) .  I am n o t  s o  s u r e '  a s  

Nor.th a n d  Thomas t h a t .  t h e  two l e a d i n g  e x a m p l e s ,  t h e  N e t h a r l a n d s  

and  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y - c o n f i r m i n g  s t a t e  b e f o r e  

c a p i t a l i s t  p r o p e r t y  r e l . a t i o n s  ~ r e v a i . l e d .  
. . 

I n d e e d ,  Alan ~ a c f a r l a n e  
. . 

h a s  a r g u i d  t h a t  a v e r s i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  p r o p e r ' t y  was a l r e a d y  q u i t e  

v i s i b l e  i n  t h i  r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l a n d  ( M a c f a r l a n e  1 9 7 8 ) .  ' Y e t  t h e ,  
. . 

D u t c h .  a n d  ~ n g l ' i s h  s t a t e s  s u r e 1 . y  d i d :  f a v o r  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  

p r o p e r t y  i n t o  d i s p o s a b l e  b u n d l e s . .  

More g e n e r a l l y ,  a n y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  augment  t h e  c o e r c i v e  

power  o f  e m p l o y e r ' s *  f a v o r  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ;  , t h e  c o i n c i d e n c e  . o f  

e c o n o m i c  and  . p o l i t i c a l  power t h e  same c a p i t a l i s t  h a n d s ,  t h e .  

o u t l . a w i n g  o f  w o r k e r s t .  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  o f  f o o d  o r  

l a n d  b y  e m p l o y e r s ,  and  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s u r p l u s  l a b o r  a l l  make i t  

e a s i e r  t o  e x p r o p r i a t 6  w o r k e r s .  , B u t  w i t h  t h i s  l a s t  item -- t h e  

p r e s e n c e  . o f  s u r p l u s  l a b o r '  ,-- w e  p a s s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  0.f t h e  

d e p e n d e n t / i n d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r  r a t i o .  W e  e n t e r  , a n  a r e a  o f  i n t e n s e  

c o n  t r o v . e r s y .  . . 

The q u e s t i o n  i s :  How a n d  why , d o e s  t h e  t o t a l  w o r k f o r c e  

i n c r e a s e ?  F o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u . r p o s e s ,  ' we may c o n c e n t r a t e  on why t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e  i n c r e a s e s .  T h a t  s i m p l i f  i c a t i o n  g l i d e s  p a s t  

s e v e r a l  f a s c i n a t i n g  q u e s t i o n s :  

-- 
, 

how th ,e  c h a n g i n g  a g e  s t r u c t u r e  p r o d u c e d  by a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  
f e r t i l i t y  a n d  m o r t a l i t y  a f f e c t s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  p r i m e  w o r k i n g  a g e s ;  

-- : u n d e r  wha t  c o n d i t i o n s  , c h i l d r e n  a n d  o l d  p e o p l e  p a r t i c i p a t e  ' 

i n  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r ; .  

. . -- what  g o v e r n s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  f e m a l e  l a b o r  f o r c e  
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-- ' w h a t  p a r t  h o u s e h o l d  s t r a t e g i e s  p l a y  i n  . t h e  s u p p l y  o f  
. d i f f e r e n t  s . o r t s . o f  l a b o r ;  

-- h o w  e m p l o y e r s  s q u e e z e  a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o r  o u t  o f  a  g i v e n  
' . a m o u n t  o f  l a b o r  p o w e r .  

( O n  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  : s e e  Durand 1 9 7 5 , .  Edwards  1 9 7 8 ,  M a r g l i n  1 9 7 4 ,  
.. . '  

, . 

T i l l y  & ' ~ c o t t  1 9 7 8  . )  c ow ever , t h e  l a r g e s t  componen t  b y  ' f a r  o f  
. . 

i n c r e a s e  i n t h e  w o r k f o r c e  -- and  t h e  o n l y  o n e  on which  we c a n h o p e  . . 

t o  a s s e m b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  E u r o p e  a s  ;a w h o l e  -- - i s  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  

b a s e  p o p u l a t i o n .  f r o m  whi,ch t h e  w o r k f o r c e  comes .  L e t  u s  t h i n k  

.. a b o u t  t h a t  g r o w t h .  

I Many s t u d e n t s  o f  E u r o p e a n  h i s t o r y  h a v e  t r e a t e d  p o p u l a t i i o n  

c h a n g e  a s  a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  a u t o n o m o u s  v a r i a b l e ,  p r o d u c t  o f  s u c h  

i " a c c i d e n t s "  a s  p l a g u e s  and  c r o p  f a i l u r e s .  The r a t e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  
j 

g r o w t h  f i g u r e s  a s  a n  e x o g e n o u s  v a r i a b l e  -- a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  o n e  -- I . . -  i n  t h e  N o r t h - T h o ~ n a s  a c c o u n t  o f  E u r o p e a n  e c o n o m i c  h i s t o r y .  I n  h i s  
I 
I 

f a m o u s  a n a l y s i s  o f  l a b o r  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  J . D .  

Chambers  p r o p o s e d  a  g e n e r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  s l o w  

i g r o w t h  b e f o r e  t h e  m i d - e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and  t h e  g r e a t  

I 
a c c e l e r a t i o n  t h e r e a f t e r .  Chambers  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

1 t h a t  a f t e r  1 7 5 0  i n d u s t r i a l  employment  e n c o u r a g e d  e a r l i e r  m a r r i a g e ,  t 
i w h i c h  i n  t u r n  a c c e l e r a t e d  f e r t i l i t y .  B u t  on  t h e  w h o l e  h i s  
i 

a n a l y s i s  t r e a t e d  t h e  r a t e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a s  a  p o w e r f u l  

external d e t e r m ' i n a n t  o f  l a b o r  s u p p l y .  A s  C h r i s t e r  Winberg  p o i n t s  

o u t ,  a  s i m i l a r  a ' rgument  h a s  d o m i n a t e d  h i s t o r i a n s '  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  

. c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  S w e d i s h  l a b o r  f o r c e .  Over E u r o p e  a s  a  w h o l e ,  m o s t  
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. . 
. . 

h i s t o r i a n s  have  been w i l l i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  . p o p u l a t i o n  g rowth  a  

c r u c i a l  . b u t .  exogenous  v a r  i ' a b l e  . in  economic change .  
. . . . 

Yet we have  g r o u n d s  f o r  . b e i n g  s k e p t i c a l :  : f o r  d o u b t i n g .  t h a t  . 

3 . .  t h e  r a t e  o f .  p o p u l a t i o n  i 'nct-ease was'  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  pace  o f  

, p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  The . .mos t  i m p o r t a n t .  g round f o r  s k e p t i c i s m  .is 
. . . .- . . 

. . 
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n , .  i n  r e g i o n .  a f t e r  r e g i o n  of  Europe ,  o f  r a p i d  . 

a c c e l e r a t i . o n s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  g rowth  . w i t h .  v i s i b l e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  
. . 

. . l a n d , l e s s  l a b o r ;  we,' w i l l  r ev i ew a"number  o f  c a s e s  l a t e r  on .  Such 
1 .- . 

i' . .  . .  an  - . a s s o c i a t i o n ,  cou:ld, of  c o u r s e ,  r e s u l t  from t h e .  ' a p p l i c a t i o n , .  , o v e r  

and o v e r  a g a i n ,  o f  t h e  r u l e  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  p r o d u c e s  

p r o l e t a r i a n s .  I n  f a c t ,  most such  r e g i o n s  p r o b a b l y  d i d  beg in  t h e i r  
. . , .!:.: 

,. g,..:: :' .A? e-:. : 
- ~ ~ ~ - : - ~ ~ ; : P : r . , ~ . ' l ' e t a r i a n ' i z a t i o n  .; ,,. .:;.:. -. .:.. .. . ' w i t h  a  s t o c k  o f  underemployed.,  c h e a p  l a b o r ;  ' , 

..>: ,,. ?Y. . :::. 
' -,.;:. .. . . - 

,..,. .::?..c;-th$-t :.. made'kthem a t t r a c t i v e  t o  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  B u t  once  t h e  p r o c e s s  
,,,. ,.. - .. .- - . -  
I. -: _ '. . 

i had begun,  r a t e s  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  and m i g r a t i o n  a l l  seem 

! - 7 1 7 : ~ : ~ t 0 .  ,..,.< ;,+ . . . .. + h-ave r:&sponded a c t i v e 1  t o  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  By t h a t .  
. . . .  . ; . - . . - 3  . .. . .- .. . . 

1 ,< ;:; >:,::>; - :: . . . 
. . . . . I  - i t  - , t h e  growth  o f  t h e  w o r C f o r c e  w a s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  d e p e n d e n t  
. . : :,: , . ' .' . . .. .. . .. . , . , . . .  . -. . . 

" on t h e  -tempo of its p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  . . 
1 

:I I s u g g e s t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  f o u r  major  v a r i a b l e s  governed  t h e  r a t e  

o f  i n c r e a s e '  i n  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t ' i o n :  
. . 

t 1. chang.es  i n  . t h e  demand for .  -goods  and s e r v i c e s ;  

2. . . ch.anges i n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  c o s t  o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g ;  

p r e v i o u s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o.f t h e  p o . p u l a t i o n ,  whose 
e f f e c t  o p e r a t e d  w i t h .  a  l a g  c .o r r e spond ing  t o  t.he a v e r a g e  
a g e  a t  which c h i l d r e n  began - p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r ;  

an exogenous  component combin ing  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  " n a t u r a l "  
f l u c t u a t i o n s -  oE f e r t i l i t y  and .  m o r t a l i t y  due  t o  
a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  d i s e a s e ,  n u t r i t i o r i ,  d i s a s t e r ,  a n d  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  s y s t e m .  
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. . .  . . . . 
. . 

! 
.I s u g g e s t ,  f : u r t . he r  , t h a t  a s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  p r o c e e d e d ,  t h e  

. . 
I f i r s t  t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s  - t h e  demand f o r  : g o o d s  and s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  
. . . . 

o p p o r t u n i t y  c o s t  o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  and pr ' ev ious  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  

-- b e c a m e . - i n c r e a s i n g l y  dominan t .  N a t u r a l  f l u c t u a t i o n s  d e c l ' i n e d  i n  
. . .  

1 
i m p o r t a n c e .  The p o r t m a n t e a u  "exogenous"  component ,  t o  be s u r e ,  

! 
I i n t r o d u c e s  a  t o u c h  o f  magic i n t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s ;  many i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  
1 

I .  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  i n t o  t h e  p o r t m a n t e a u .  The p o i n t  o f  t h i s  

f o r m u l a t i o n , '  however ,  is not. t o  p r o v i d e  a '  comprehens ive  

1 .  . . * 
e . x p l a n a t i o n  o'f popula t . ion .  g rowth .  . I t  .is m e r e l y  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

. . . . 

1 w i t h '  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  , I p b p u l a t i o n  g rowth  responded  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
I ' .  
1 .  . 

- '  t o  t h e  economic .  s i t u a t i o n  of  t h e  p t o l e t a r i a n i z e d  popula t io r i . .  
I . '  

S e t  down a s  l ' ists, and marked to ' .  i n d i c a t e ,  whe the r  t h e  g e n e r a l  
. . 

- i r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  be p o s i t i v e  ( +  , n e g a t i v e  . ( - 1  , o r  

. i n d e t e r m i n a t e  (t), t h e  v a r i a b l e s  I have  p roposed  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

r a t e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  look. . ' l ' ike  t h i s :  . . 

- d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  i n c r e a s e  
. . 

d e t e r m i n a n t s  of i n c r e a s e  
i n  wage- labor  i n  p o t e n t i a l  w o r k f o r c e  

demand f o r  g o o d s  & d e m a n d ' f o r  goods  & 
s e r v i c e s  ( - )  s e r v i c e s  (+) 

. . 

c o s t  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
new p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s  (+) 

. o p p o r t u n i t y  c o s t  o'f 
c h i l d b e a r i n g  ( - 1  ' . 

c . o n c e r i t r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  (+) e x i s t i n g  l e v e l  of  p r o l e -  
t a r i a n - i z a t i o n  . ( + )  

c o e r c i v e  power o f  employe'rs (+)  n a t u r a l  f l u c t u a t i o n s  (+)  - 
w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  c h a n g i n g  demand f o r  goods  

and s e r v i c e s ,  w e  have  no r e a s o n  t o  . t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  gr0wt.h' o r  

. d e c l i r i e  o f  demand w i l l ,  i n  i . t s e l f ,  a f f e c t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  
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p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n ;  e f f e c t s  on t h e  two s i d e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  c a n c e l  

. e a c h o t h e r .  B u t t h e  l i s t s  s a y  t h a t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  b e i n g  e q u a l ,  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  p r o m o t e  p r o . l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n :  

1. i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  new p r o d u c i n g  
- u n i t s ;  . . 

. . 2 . '  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  - c a p i t a l ;  
. . 

3 .  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  c o e r ' c i v e  power o f  e m p l o y e r s ;  

4. d e c l i n e s ' i n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  c o s t  o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g ;  
. . 

5. p r e v i o u s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  
. . 

A s .  a . m o d e 1  o f  t h e  a c t u a l '  p r o c e s s ,  t h i s  is v e r y  c r u d e .  A S  a  g u i d e  . 
. . 

t o  s e a r c h i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p r o l e -  

t a r i a n i z a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  w i l l  s e r v e  u s  w e l l .  We l o o k  f o r  times. 

a n d  p l a c e s  i n  w h i c h  c a p i t a l i s t s  a r e  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e i r  power o v e r  
. .  . 

. . p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  i n  w h i d h  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o p e n  t o  t h e  l o c a l  

. . 
p o u , l a t i o n  a r e  d i m i n i s h i n g .  T h a t  i s ,  I t h i n k ,  a  c r e d i b l e  g e n e r a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  0.f t h e  m o s t  common c i . r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  

i n  E u r o p e .  

'Where  a n d  When? 

C o n c r e t e l y ,  w h e r e  a n d  when d i d  t h e s e  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  c o n v e r g e  i n  modern  E u r o p e ?  Did  t h e y ,  i n  f a c t ,  

r e l i a b l y  p r o d u c e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  : a n d  wage work?  

~ e s ~ i t e  i n n u m e r a b l e  f  c a g m e n t s  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e v i d e n c e  , .  we d o n ' t  

know. A s  a  way o f  s o r t i n g  o u t  t h e .  e v i d e n c e ,  we m i g h t  t r y  
. . 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  some v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g s :  
. . 

e s t a t e  s y s t e ~ n s  ( e x a m p l e :  E a s t  P r u s s i a )  , i n  which  L a r g e  
l a n d l o r d s  p r o d u c e d  g r a i n  f o r  t h e  m a r k e t  b y  means  o f  s e r v i l e  
l a b o r ' ,  whose  s u b s i s t e n c e  came m a i n l y  f r o m '  s m a l l  p l o t s  

' Demograph ic  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  ~ u r o ~ e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  39 
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a s s i g n e d  t o  . t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s .  The consol.id-at ion o.f ' l a n d l o r d  
c o n t r o ' l  o r d i n a r i l y  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  p e a s a n t s  'who 
ha'd b e e n  more  o r  l e s s  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o d u c e r s ;  - i n  t h o s e  s.ame a 

. ' a r e a s ,  . t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  s e r v i l e  . . 
-1a t ; 'o rers  p r o d u c e d  a  t e m p o r a r y  movement away f r o m  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t ,  b u t  t h e  u n f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i - t i o n s  . f o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
l a n d  p u s h e d  more a n d  more  o f  t h e  f r e e d m e n  i n t o  w a g e  l a b o r  ,. 

.. . (Blum 197'8 ) .' .. 

' l a r g e i f a . r m ,  s y s t e m s  ( e x a m p l e :  E a s t  A n g l i a )  ,- . i n  w h i c h  ' l a r g e  
' l a n d l o r d s  o c  t h e i r .  t e n a n t s  . . l i k e w i s e  p r o d u c e d  q r a i n  f o r  t h e  

. m a r k e t ,  b u t  w i t h  wage l a b o r .  They cjtew v a r i o u s l y  f r o m  e s t a t e  
. . 

s y s t e m s ,  f r o m  s p e c i a l i z e d  f a r m i n g  . a n d  f r o m .  p e a s a n t  , . f a r m i . n g .  ' . . 

They e x p a n d e d  by a d d i n g  more  wage. l a b o r e r s .  I n  mos t  c a s e s ,  
h a w e v e r ,  s m a l l  . ' i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o d u c e r s  d i s a p p e a r e d  a s  t h e  lar 'g 'e  
farnis g rew . ( . s e e ,  . e . g  Habakkuk ' . 1965) .  

s p e c i a l i z e d  f a r m i n g  ( e x a m p l e :  c o a s t a l  F l a n d e r s ) ,  i n  which  
p e a s a n t s  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  c a s h - c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and 
n o n - p r o d u c i n g  l a n d l o r d s  w e r e  u n i m p o r t a n t .  I t  d i d  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  p r o m o t e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  g r a i n  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  f a m i l y  u n i t s  a c t u a l l i y  
t o o k  up  a  l a r g e r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  m a r k e t  d u r i n g  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  ( F r i e d m a n n  1 9 7 8 ) .  
E l s e w h e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  some s p e c i a l i s t s  commonly e x p a n d e d  t h e i r  
h o l d i n g s ,  a c c u m u l a t e d  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  h i r e d  t h e i r  own wage 
l a b o r e r s  ( e . g .  t h e  n o r t h e r n  N e t h e r l a n d s :  d e  V r i e s  1 9 7 4 ) .  I n  , 
t h o s e  c a s e s ,  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a l s o  p r o l e t a r i a n i z e d  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  

p e a s a n t  f a r m i n q  ' ( example  : w e s t e r n  F r a n c e )  , i n  w h i c h  l a n d l o r d s  
1 i v e d  f rom r e n t s  a n d  p e a s a n t s  l i v e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  
o f  owned,  r e n t e d ,  and  s h a r e c r o p p e d  l a n d .  P e a s a n t  f a r m i n g ,  a s  
s u c h ,  t e n d e d  t o  b l o c k  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  
l a s t e d .  Bu t  p e a s a n t  f a r m i n g  s o m e t i m e s  t u r n e d  i n t o  
s p e c i a l i z e d  f a r m i n g ,  a s  p e a s a n t s  t o o k  up  more  and more 
c a s h - c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n ;  s o m e t i m e s  g a v e  way t o  l a r g e - f a r m  o r  
e s t a t e  a y r i c u l t u r e  a s  l a n d l o r d s  s e i z e d  t h e i r  a d v a n t a g e ;  
s o m e t i m e s  succumbed t o  i n c r e a s i n g . s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e s  
w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  became t o o  s m a l l  t o  s u p p o r t  h o u s e h o l d s ;  and  
s o m e t i m e s  -- w h e r e  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a b o r  was u n d e r e m p l o y e d  and 
m a r k e t s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  more  a c c e s s i b l e  t h a n  
m a r k e t s  f o r  c a s h  c r o p s  -- h o s t e d  p r o l e t a r i a n i z i n g  c o t t a g e  
i n d u s t r y .  

' c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  ( exam.p le :  L a n c a s h i r e )  ,. i n  w h i c h  p e t t y  - 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  p a r c e l e d  o u t  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  among 
h o u s e h o l d s  w h i c h  a l s o  d e v o t e d  some o f  . t h e i r  l a b o ' r  t o  
s m a l ' l - s c a l e  s u b s i s t e n c e  f a r m i n g  a n d / o r  s e a s o n a l  wage l a b o r  i n  

. a g r i c u . ' l t t ~ r e . .  C o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  a l w a y s  g r e w  up  on a n  
- .  

. . 
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. a g r i d " l t u r a ' l  b a s e .  . I t  b e g a n . a s  a  c o m p l e m e n t  t o  some s o r t  o f  
. . 

f a r m i n g ,  . a n d  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  
r e m u n e r a t ' i v e  f o r m s .  o f  1abo.r  , s u c h  a s  m i l i t a r y  and d o m e s t i c  

: s e r v i c e - .  ' B u t  when c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  f l o u r i s h e d ,  i t  t e n d e d  t o  
s q u e e z e  o u t  o t h e r  a c t i e i t i e s ,  a n d  t o  become a n  a g g r e s s i v e  
p r o l e t a r i a n i z e r  ( e . g .  B r a u n  1 9 ' 7 8 ) .  . . 

u r b a n  c r a f t  ' p r o d u c t i o n  ( e x a m p l e  :. n o r t h  I t a - l ' i a n  c i t i e s )  , i n  
w h i c h  m a s t e r s  o f  s m a l l  s h o p s  c o n t r o l l e d  ' t h e  l a b o r .  o f  

, - j o u r n e y m e n  ' and  a p p r e n t i c . e .  l o d g e d  i n  t h e  m a s t e ' r s '  h o u s e h o l d s .  
L i k e  p e a s a n t  f a r m i n g ,  u r b a n  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  t e n d e d  t o  r e s i s t  
p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  r e t a i n e d  i t s  p u r e  fo rm.  Bu t  
m a s t e r s  s o m e t i m e s  u s e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c r a f t  t o  e x p a n d  ' 
t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  journeymen  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a p p r e n t i c e s  u n d e r  
t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  Where t h e  m a s t e r s  s u c c e e d e d ,  t h e y  h e l p e d  t o  
c r e a t e  a  p r o l e t a r i a n  l a r g e - s h o p  a n d  f a c t o r y  s y s t e m  ( e . g .  
K i s c h  1 9 6 8 ) .  

l a r g e - s h o p  a n d  f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  ( e x a m p l e :  t h e  R h i n e l a n d  
a f t e r  1 8 5 0 ) ,  i n  w h i c h .  c a p i t a l i s t s  a s e m b l e d  and  c o o r d i n a t e d  
t h e  l a b o r  o f  many wge-workers  i n  t h e  same p l a c e .  T h i s  s y s t e m  
h a s  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n i z e r .  I n  
o u r  t i m e ,  i t  is no d o u b t  t h e  s e t t i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e  - w o r k f o r c e  
h a s  come c l o s e s t  t o  b e i n g  e n t i r e l y  e x p r o p r i a t e d  a n d  
c o m p l e t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  on  w a g e s .  Y e t  s e v e r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  l a r g e  
s h o p / f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  q u a l i f y  i t s  c l a i m s  t o  b e i n g  t h e  
p r i m a r y  s i t e  o f  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  F i r s t  is i ts  
t a r d i n e s s :  P r i o r  t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  l a r g e  s h o p s  a n d  
f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e ;  b e f o r e  t h e n ,  most  i n d u s t r i a l  
e x p a n s i o n  o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  s m a l l  s h o p s ,  
a n d  e v e n  o f  h o u s e h o l d  p r o d u c t i o n .  S e c o n d ,  i n  s k i l l e d  t r a d e s  
t h e  e a r l i e r  g r o u p i n g  o f  w , o r k e r s  i n  l a r g e  s h o p s  o f t e n  i n v o l v e d  
l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and  i n  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  w o r k e r  t o  t h e  means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
a l t h o u q h  i t  d i d  e v e n t u a l l y  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  o w n e r ' s  i m p o s i t i o n  
o f  t i m i n g  and  w o r k - d i s c i p l i n e .  T h i r d ,  i n  many i n d u s t r i e s  t h e  
l a r g e - s h o p  a n d  f a c t o r y  w o r k f o r c e  came l a r g e l y  f rom w o r k e r s  
who w e r e  a l r e a d y  i n v o l v e d  i n  h o u s e h o l d  o r  s m a l l - s h o p  
p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  same i n d u s t r y .  A l l  t h r e e  o f  t e s e  
f e a t u r e s  m i t i g a t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i m p a c t  o f  l a r g e  s h o p s  and 
f a c t o r i e s  a s  t h e  s e t t i n g s  o f  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  when l a r g e  s h o p s  and  f a c t o r i e s  d i d  g row f a s t ,  
t h e y  had  u n p a r a l l e l e d  power t o  p r o l e t a r i a n i z e .  O n l y  m i n i n g  
( w h i c h  came t o  s h a r e  many o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  w i t h  
f a c t o r y  p r o ( l 1 1 c t i o n )  r i v a l e d  them.  

The c a t e g . o r i e s  a r e  n e i t h e r  t i g h t  n o r  e x h a u s t i v e .  On  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  

. t h e .  t y p e s  ' ove r1a .p .  On t h e  o t h e r ,  . t h e y  l e a v e  o u t  s u c h  . i m p o r t a n t  
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c o n f  i g u r a t  i o n s  a s  t h e  s m a l l h o l d  i n q  c a s h - c r o p  p r d d u c t i o n  w h i c h  

. commbnly a p p e a r e d  . i n  E u r o p e ' s  .w inegrowing  a r e a s .  S t i l l ,  t h e  

t y p o l o g y  s u g g e s t s  t h e  s o r t  o f  v a r i ' a t i o n  a n y  s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s i s  .of 

. . 
. .  p r o l e l t a r i a n i z a t i o n  m u s t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  and  i d e n t i f i e s  ' t h e  

c h i e f  s e t t i n g s  i n  w h i c h  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a ~ t u a . 1 1 : ~ '  d. id 
. . . . 

t a k e '  p l a c e .  
. . 

. . 
. . . . G i v e n  t h e  g e n e r a l  . c o n d i t i o n s  f o r .  : p r o l e t ' a . c i a n i z a t  i o n  

e n u m e r a t e d -  e a r l i e r  -- i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f '  . e s t a b l i s h i n g  . n e w  
. . 

. . p r p d u c i n g  u n i t s ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ,  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  

c o e r c i v e  power .  o f .  e m p l o y e r s ,  d e c l i n e s  i n  t h e . o p p o r t u n i t y  c o s t  o f  

c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  and  p r e v i o u s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  -- some o f  t h e s e  

s e t t i n g s  s t a n d  o u t  a s  p r i m e  c a n d i d a t e s .  The  v e r y  c r e a t i o n  o f  

e s t a t e  s y s t e m s ,  ' l a r g e - f a r m  s y s t e m s ,  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y ,  and  l a r g e  
.., . . . 

s h o p / f a c t 6 r y  P r o d u c t i o n  e n t a i l e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n -  o r  r e c r u i : t m e n t  o f  
. . 

- l o c a l  p r d l e t i r i a t s .  ~ ~ e c i a l i z e d  f a r m i n g ,  p e a s a n t  f a r m i n g  ,. and 

u r b a n  . c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

p r o ; l e t a r i a n i z e .  Which o f  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  w e r e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  
. . 

s e t t i n g s  f o r  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  . c h a n g e d  o v e r  . t i m e .  The two . 

a g r i c u - l t u r a l  . s e t t i n g s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  d o m i n a n t  s i tes  o f  Eur 'opean 
. . 

p r o l , e t a r i a n i z a , t i o n  b e f 0 r . e  . t h e  . e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h i l e .  c o t t a g e  

i n d u s t r y  . . , becarne . i n c r e a . s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  a £  t e r  1700,  and  ' l a r g e  
. . 

. s h o p l f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  d i d  n o t  p l a y  t h e  m a j o r  r o l e  b e f o r e  t h e  end 
. . 

o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

. . I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e  a : l t e r n a t ' i v e  modes o f  p r o d u c t i o n , .  le't u s  

f l e e -  f rom t e c h n o ' l o g i c a l  d e t e r m i n i s m .  The s e v e n  s e t t i n g s  d i d  n o t  ' 
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d i f f e r .  i n  t m p o r t a n c e .  a s .  p r e c i p i t a t o r s  . ' o f  p r o l e t a r . i a n i z a t i o n  

b e c a u s e  e x p r o p r i . a t e d  wage l a b o r  w a s  t e c h n i c a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  . . t o  some 

o f  t h e m  arid t e c h n i c a l l y  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  o t h e r s .  The s e t t i n g s  

d i f . f  e r e d  . b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  v a r y i n g .  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  ' t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w e  e n u m e r a t e d .  e a r l i e r :  i n c r e a s i n g  

' - .  c o s t s  o f  .new . p r o d u c t i v e  u n i t s ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ,  g r o w i n g  

e m p l o y e r  c o e r c i v e  p o w e r ,  d e c l i n e s  i n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  ' c o s t  o f  

. . 
c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  and  p r e v i o u s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  The e x p a n s i o n  o f  

c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y ,  f o r  ' e x a m p l e ,  £ a v o  r e d  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  n o t  

b e c a u s e  o f  ' a n y  . i n t r i n s i c  a f  f  i n ' i t y -  b e t w e e n  e x p r o p r i a t e d  wage l a b o r  

a n d  weavi-ng o r  woodworking ,. b u t  b e c a u s e :  

1. t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  e n t r e -  
p r e n e u r s  and  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  a c c e s s  t o  m a r k e t s  by  t h o s e  

d ,: same e n t r e p r e n e u r s  r a d i c a l l y  n a r r o w e d  w o r k e r s '  room f o r  
m a n e u v e r ,  and 

' 

2 .  o p p o r t u n i t y  c o s t  o f  c h i l d b e a r i n g  s a n k  s o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  -- 
. ?  , s i n c e  young c h i l d r e n  cou ' ld  make s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r  i b u t . i o n s  
. . 
. . t o  h o u s e h o l d .  i n c o m e ,  - a n d  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  became,,,  l e s s  
. ,  . e x p e n s i v e  t o  " p l a c e "  i n  a d u l t  p o s i t i o n s  -- a s  t o  f a v o r  

. t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  .more  a n d - m o r e  new p r o l e t a r i a n s .  

U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  g e n e r a  1 e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  E u r o p e a n  
, . 

. . 

p r o l e t a r i a n i - z a t i o n  s h o u l d  c o n c e . n t ; a t &  l e s s  o n  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  t h e  

demand f o r  t e x t i l e s  o r  w h e a t  t h a n  o n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f a v o r i n g  the . . '  . 

r . e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  P e r h a p s  w e  c a n  g a i n  

i n s i g h t  i n t o  ' t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  b y  b r e a k i n g  w i t h .  ' t h e  a b s t r a c t ,  

d e d u c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  ' t h e  p r o b l e m  I h a v e  £ 0 1  lowed s o .  f a r .  L e t  u s  

' a s k  when,  w h e r e ,  and  i n  wha t  : ' q u a n t i t i e s  E u r o p e a n  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r r e d .  
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. . How'Many P r o l e t a r i a n s ? .  
. . 

. C o n s i d e r i n g  how mu.ch d i s c u s s i o n  h a s  g o n e  i n t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  w e  

' h a v e  a m a i i n g l y  ' 1  i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  t i m i n g  . . and l o c i  o f  E u r o p e a n  
. . 

. . p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n . .  F o r  B r i t a i n , '  J o h n  S a v i l l e  h a s  v e n t u r e d  t h i s  

. . 
g . e n e r a 1 .  s k e t c h :  

. - 
( 1  t h e  d e v e l o p m e r i t  . o f  c o m m e r c i a l  f a r m i n g  d u r i n g  m e d i a e v a l  
t ime5- nd t h e  e x i s t e n c e ,  by  t h e  b e g i n n ' i n q  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  o-f a  c l a s s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t .  f a r m e r s ;  

. . 

( 2 )  t h e  s l o w  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
e l e m e n t  i n  r u r a l  s o c i e t y  o v e r  t h e  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  f rom 1 5 0 0  
t o  1 8 0 0 ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e ,  i n  H a b a k k u k ' s  w o r d s ,  a s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  a g r a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e  " t h e  p e a s a n t s  had  
d i s a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  p h a s e  o f  t h e  e n c l o s u r e  
movement o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y " ;  

( 3 )  t h e  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  f rom t h e  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  o n w a r d s ,  a n d  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers  by  t h e  t i m e  o f  
G r e g o r y  K i n g ' s  e s t i m a t e s ,  o f  a c l a s s  o f  l a n d l e s s  l a b o u r e r s ;  
t h e i r  s w e l l i n g  n u m b e r s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i n  p a r t  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f u r t h e r  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  c l a s s ,  i n  p a r t  
t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  n a t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h ;  

( 4 )  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  l a r g e  f a r m  -- n o t a b l y  i n  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  -- a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
t o t a l  a r e a  f a r m e d  b y  t h e  l a r g e  c a p i t a l i s t  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s ,  
r e n t i n g  t h e i r  l a n d  f r o m  a  m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d  l a n d l o r d  c l a s s ;  

( 5 )  t h e  g r o w i n g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  
t h e  l a n d l o r d  c l a s s  f r o m  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
o n w a r d s ,  a  p r o c e s s  much a i d e d  b y  t h e  ways i n  w h i c h  t h e  l a w s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  r e a l  e s t a t e  d e v e l o p e d .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  no 
p r e c i s e  d a t a  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l a n d h o l d i n g s  i n  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  we mus t  a s s u m e  t h a t  by  some d a t e  ( t h e  e v e  
o f  t h e  N a p o l e o n i c  Wars?  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p o s t - w a r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p r e s s i o n ? )  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  l a n d  owned by t h e  
l a r g e  l a n d l o r d s  t o  t h e  t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  was  r o u g h l y  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  s o - c a l l e d  New Domesday Book o f  t h e  
mid-1870s .  

( 6 )  . accompanyi 'ng t h e  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  . a g r a r i a n  
s t r u c t u r e  wen t  , t h e  t e c h n i c a l  t r a n s f o r ~ m a t . i o n  o f  f a r m i n g  
m e t h o d s .  The t i m i n g  o f  t h e s e  two r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  c h a n g e s  d o  
n o t  c o i n c i d e  a l t h o u g h  i t  is now a c c e p t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h ,  
c e n t u r y  is. much mo're i m p o r t a n t  i n  r e s p e c t  o f .  t e c h n . i . c a 1  c h a n g e  
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a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  p r o d u c t i v i . t - y  . t h . a n  was  f o r m e r l y  a s sumed  
, ( S a v i l l e  1 9 6 9 : .  2.51-252') . . . 

. . . S a v i 1 l e " s  l u c i d  d i s t i l l a t i o n  o f  a  murky l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  m a j o r  a g r a r i a n  cha ,nges  - h e n c e  t h e  g r o w t h '  o f  a.n 
. . 

. a g r . i c u l t u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  - . . 
. . 

- i s  w e l l .  known. I t  is n o t .  T h i n k ,  f o r  

. e x a m p l e ,  a b o u t  o n e  o f  t h e  e a s i e s t  n u m b e r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h :  the ,  

p r o p o r t i o n .  ' l a n d l e s s  l a b o r e r s  B r i t a i n ' s  

p o p u l a t i o n .  T a b l e  1 p r e s e n t s  commo,nly-c i ted  s q u r c e s  f o r  e s t i m a t e s  

o f  t h e  s h a r e  o f  l a n d l e s s  l a b o r  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a  

w h o l e  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  f r o m  a b a o u t  1 6 0 0  t o  1 8 5 1 .  A g l a n c e  a t  t h e  

t a b l e  i d e n t i f i e s  two m a j o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s :  F i r s t ,  t h e  numbers  

o s c i l l a t e  i m p l a u s i b l y  f r o m  o n e  p e r i o d  t o  t h e  n e x t ;  s e c o n d ,  t h e  

c a t e g o r i e s  and  b a s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  f l u c t u a t e  a l m o t  a s  w i l d l y .  A 

c o m p a r i s o n  o f  G r e g o r y  K i n g ' s  h i g h  f i g u r e  f o r  1 6 8 8  w i t h  t h e  Cenus  

o f  1 8 3 1  p e r m i t t e d  J . H .  Clapham - t o  make h i s  n o t o r i o u s  "demon- 

s t r a t i o n "  t h a t  t h e  s c a l e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  had o n l y  r i s e n  

m o d e s t l y  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f .  t h e  e n c l o s u r e s ,  a n d  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  

e n c l o s u r e s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  p l a y e d  a  m a j o r  p a r t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  

t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t . ,  

One r e a s o n  why M a s s i e ' s  f i . g u r e s  r e c o r d  a n  a p p a r e n t  d r o p  i n  

t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  s h a r e  o f  t h e  a g r ~ i c u l ' t u r a ~ l  p o p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1 6 8 8  

and  1 7 6 0  is s i m p l y  t h a t .  i n  1 6 8 8  ~ i n g  saw no n e e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

r u r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  of '  t h e .  l a b o r e r s ' ,  w h i l e  i n  

f a m i l i e s '  who w e r e  " M a n u f a c t u r e r s  
. . 

wood, ~ r o n ,  i t c . " , .  l i k e w i s e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  i n .  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  would  M a s s i e ' s  p r o p o r  t i o n  
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T a b l e  1. E s t i m a t e s  of  t h e  P r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  ~ n g l i s h  & Welsh,. ~ r i t i s h , ' .  
o r  . B r i t i s h  and I r i s h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P o p u l a t i o n , C o n s i s t i n g -  of  Labore r s  

. . 

p e r -  r e f  e r e n c e . , a g r i -  
" d a t e -  c e n t  c u l t u r a l .  p o p u l a t i o n  -- - a u t h o r  o f . e s t - i m a t e  c i t a t i o n  

c .  '1600 25-33 e n t i r e  r u r a l '  popula- Alan ~ v e ' r i t t  , E v e r i t t  1967: 398 
t i o n ,  England & Wales 

1688 66 E n g l i s h  f a m i 1 i . e ~  
. .  1 :  . 

. . Gregory.  King . .  . Mdthias  1957: 45 

1760 - 59 f a m i l i e s ,  ~ n ~ l a & n d  
& v a l e s 2  

. . 

1803 6  2  f a m i l i e s ,  ~ n g l a n d  
&  ales 

3  

Joseph  Plass ie  .. Marbias  1 9 5 7 :  45 

P a t r i c k  Colquhoun .Co.Zquhoun 1806: 23 

1831  76 . . males ' . 20  and o v e r  in .  1831  Census . .  . A b s t r a c t :  . ' x i i i  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  Grea t  - ' 

. . 
B r i t a i n  

1841  7  6 a l l  person's c l a s s i f i e d  1 8 4 1  C,ensus ' Spackman 1847: 1 4 3 -  

1851  . 8 0  a l l  p e r s o n s  c l a s s i f i e d 4  1 8 5 1 , C e n s u s :  . ' c e n s u s  1851 : '  148  
. . .t . . :  

1851  .79 t o t a l  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  185L";.Census . . B e l l e r b y  1958: 3  
5  ' 

1 9 1 1  64 - t o t a l  i n  a g r i c u l f i i r e  19.11 Census 
5. .. . . 

1 9 3 1  59 : t o t a l  i n '  a g r i c u l t u r e .  . ' 1931. Census ... ... 
5 .  

B e l l e r b y  195'8: 3  
..... ... 
' E e l l e r b y  1958: 3  

54 ' 1951  t o t a l  i n  a g r i ~ u l t u r e . ~  1951  Census B e l l e r b y '  1958 : 3 
. . 

-----..- -- __ _ , . . . . . --- 
. .. 

- 



. . Notes for Table 1 . ' . . 

1. Includes'nobility, gentry, freeholders,. farmers, labouring people, outservants, 
cottagers 'and paupers. I have taken "labouring people, outservants, cottagers and 
paupers" as laborers.. From the-total for those categories I'have subtracted my 
best estimate of the proportion of the total population of England and Hales 
in places of 20,000 or more -- 11.0' percent in 1688 -- to allow for the urban 
locat ion of that -share of general .laborers. .. 

2 .: Reference population includes nobility, gentry, freeholders, farmers, 
. .  . . husbandmen and laborers. In.this case, I have counted al.1 "husbandmen and 

labourers" as agricultural laborers. . . 

3. Reference population includes nobility, gentry, freeholders, farmers, 
labourers in husbandry, pauper labourers, pensioners who work. Here, 
"labourers in husbandry, pauper labourers, and pensioners who work" count 
as agricultural laborers. I have, however, subtracted my best estimate of the 
proportion of the total population of England and Wales in places of 20,000 or 
more -- 17.4 percent in 1803 -- from the total for pauper laborers and 
pensioners, to allow for the urban location of that share of general laborers. 

4 .  Excluding per'sons listed as wives, children 'and relatives of farmers 
. . and graziers . . . 

5.  Excluding "relatives occupied on the farm". 



p e r c e n t : '  e x a c t l y  t h e  same a s  K i n g ' s .  B u t  t h a t  c o r r e c t i o n  would be  

. r i s k y ;  . a f  t e r  a1.1,.  t h e  d i X f e r e n c e s .  b e t w e e n  M a s s i e ' s  e s t i m a t e s  and 
. . 

. . IZi.ngis cou l ' d  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  a  g e n u i n e  i n c r e a s e  i n  r u r a l  . i n d u s t r y .  
. . 

, A g a i n ,  M a s s i e  m e n t i o n e d  no " v a g r a n t s "  i n  -1760 ;  .he was 

e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  l i k e l y  r e t u r n  f r o m  t a x e s  o n  c h o c o l a t e ,  and v a g r a n t s  

m a t t e r e d  l i t t l e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  G r e g o r y  K i n g ,  on t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d i . .  . l i s t e d  3L3,00B v a g r a n t s  f o r  1 6 8 8 ,  and  P a t r i c k  Colquhoun  
. %. 

, ' c o u n t e d .  a  f u l l  2 3 4 , 0 0 0  - o f  -them i n  1 8 0 3 .  Many " v a g r a n t s ! '  w e r e  

i n d u b i t a b l y  unempl.oyed a g r i c u l t u r a l  . l a b o r e r s  on  t h e  r o a d .  . S h o u l d  

t h e y ,  ' t oo  ,:be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t ?  : ~ u d g m e n t s  . 

on  s u c h  m a t t e r s  d e p e n d  on k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  v e r y  t r e n d s  and  

p r o c e s s e s  o n e  m i g h t  h a v e  hoped  t o  d e r i v e  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  

E v e r i t t ,  K i n g ,  M a s s i e ,  and C o l q u h o u n .  
. . 

W e  c a n ,  I f e a r ,  d r a w  n'o more t h a n  a  f ew t e n t a t i v e ,  meager  

c o n c l u s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  - s e r i e s :  .. . . 

1. D u r i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e  ' s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  a  
l a r g e  s h a r e  -- most  l i k e l y  a  m a j o r i t y  -- o f  B r i t a i n ' s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  f o r c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  l a n d l e s s  l a b o r e r s .  

2 .  S i n c e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  W a l e s  may w e l l  h a v e  
r i s e n  f r o m  4  t o  5 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  and f rom 5 t o  9 m i l l i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h ,  
e v e n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  c o n s t a n t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s  
i m p l i e s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e i r  a b s o l u t e  number .  

. 3. D u r i n g '  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b o t h  , t h e .  a b s o l u t e  
number a n d  - t h e  p r o p o r t i - o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  - 1 a b o r e r . s  g r e w  
c o n s i d e ' r a b l y .  

.4: A f t e r  t h e  m i d d l e  o f - . t h e ' n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  ' l a b e r e r s  l e f t  
B r i t i s h  a g r i c u l t u r e  s o  , r a p i d l y  t h a t  . t h e  t o t a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  f o r c e  c o n . t r a c t e d ,  a n d  t h e  s h a r e  o f  

. f a r m e r s  r o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  
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A s  ~ e a n e  and  C o l e  p u t  t h i s  l a s t  p o i n t :  

A p a r t  f rom a  f a l l  o f  a b o u t -  8  1 /2  p e r  c e n t  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 . ' . s , a n d  
a r i s e  0.f a b o u t  1 3  p e r  c e n t  ' be tween  1 9 1 1  a n d  1 9 2 1 ,  t h e  number.  
o f  B r i t i s h  f a r m e r s  h a s  shown r e m a r k a b l y  l i t t l e  t e n d e n c y  t o  
v a r y .  : F a r m e r s  ( e x c l u d i n g  r e l a t i v e s )  t h u s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r .  a b o u t  
1 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  o c c u p i e d  p o p u l a t o n  i n a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  1851 ,  
a b o u t  2 0 -  p e r  c e n t .  i n  191, l '  and  a b o u t  27 p e r  c e n t  i n  1 9 5 1  
(Deane  & C o l e  1967 :  1 4 3 - 1 4 4 ) .  

Thus  t h e ,  ' c e n t u r y  a f t e r  w-i t n e s s e d  d e p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  

B r i t i s h  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a t  a  t i m e  when t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r  f o r c e  was 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z i n g  r a p i d l y .  But  when a n d  how t h e  e a r l i e r  p r o l e -  

t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  o c c u r r e d d o e s  n o t  l e a p  o u t  a t  u s  f rom . .  

t h e  a v a i - l a b l e  n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e s .  

l o c a  t -e  a n y  f i g u r e s  

. n a t i o n a l  s c a l e ,  we. . . 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a t -  

s u r v e y  o f  c h a n g e s  . i n .  
. . 

must  c r o s s  o v e r -  t o  t h e  C o n t i n e n t .  I n  h . i s  

a g r a r i a n  c 1 a . s ~  s t r u c t u r e  a t  a  number o f  

l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o n t - i n e n t ,  S l i c h e r  v a n  ~ a t h  ( 1 9 7 7 )  o f f e r s  

~ n u l t  i p l e  e x a m p l e s  o f  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  . . g r o w t h  o f  s m a l l h o l d e r s ,  

c o t t a r s ,  a n d  l a b o r e r s . '  ( S l i c h e r  h i m s e l f ,  I h a s t e n  t o  : a d d ,  

i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  change ' s  a s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  " t h e  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  a  r i s e  . 
. . 

i n  p o p u l a t i o n  had o n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  i n  

r u r a l  s o c i e t y " :  S l i c h e r  v a n  B a t h  1 9 7 7 :  1 2 7 . )  I n  t h e  Dutch  

p r o v i n c e  0ve.r i j s s e  1 ', r e p o r t s  p a t t e ' r n  o f  among 

. . .  . h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o l d  t h a t  r u n s  a s  f o l l o w s :  . . 

. , 
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category . base period annual r a t e  of  growth 

t o t a l  population ' 1675-1795 . . 0.7 

non-ag i i c u l  t u r b l  population 1675'11795 m.9 

agr i c u l  t u r a  1 .  popu'la t ion  - . 1602-1795 0.3 

farme'rs on family-sized farms 
. . 

c o t t a r s  on smalZholdings . . 1601-1795 ' . O .  2  

. c o t t a r s  and day-laborers 1602-1795 : 0.4 

(computed from S l i che r  van Bath 1977: 130) 

Two t h i n g s  w e r e  h a p p e n i n g  i n  O v e r i j s s e l :  F i r s t ,  a  g r e a t  e x p a n s i o n  

o f  c o . t t a g e  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  was s w e l l i n g  t h e  n.umber ' o f  w e a v e r s  

a n d  s p i n n e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r . y s . i d e  .. . S e c o n d ,  t h e '  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

. ' - p o p u l a t i o n  i t s e l f w a s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z i n g .  T h e  n e t .  e f f e c ' t . o f t h e  two 

was a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  O v e r i  j ssel 's . p o p u l a ' t i o n  i n  

t h e - .  s e v e n t e e n t h  - a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

We. h,ave a l r e a d y  n o t i c e d  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  s w e d e n t s  r u r a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  -- a  fu.l .1 n i n e  . ,  t e n t h s  o f  t h e  . t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  -- 

b e t w e e n  1 7 5 0  and  1 8 5 0 .  T h e r e ,  t h e  r u r a l .  p r o l e t a r i a t  g r e w  more 

t h a n  t h i r t y  t imes  a s  f a s t  a s  t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  (One c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  

. . t h a t  e 'xpans io 'n  was  a n  ' o v e r a l l  d e ' c l i n e  i n  r e a l  wages  f o r  S w e d i s h  

d ~ r i c u ~ t u r a l  w o r k e r s  o v e r  . t h e  ke , r i tu ry  a f t e r  1 7 5 0 :  J o r b e r g  1 9 7 2 a  .). 
. . 

From a b o u t  30 ' p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1 7 5 0 ,  , t h e  

p r o l e t a r i . a t  g r e w  t o  . a b o u t . .  60 p e r c e n t  i n  1 8 5 0 .  I f  we , w e r e  t o  
. . 

' e x t r a p o l a t e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  c h a n g e  t o ,  t h e  ~ b r o ~ e a n  s c a l e ,  i t  would  

i m p l y  a n  i n c r e a s e  f r o m - ' a b o u t  35 m i l l i o n  r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i - a n s  i n  1750  

t o  ' a b o u t  90 mi1Lion .  i n  1 8 5 0 ;  t h e  . i n c r e a s e  r a t e  £.or ' t h e  w h o l e  . 
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. . 

c o n t i n e n t  would tie lower: t h a n  t h a t  f o r  Sweden. b e c a u s e  i n  Europe a s  . 

a  whole  t h e  r u r a l :  p o p u l a t i o n  ' o n l y  i n c r e a s e d  . b y  abou't ' a  - t h i r d , '  . . 

w h i l e  i n  Sweden i t  d o u b l e d .  S t i l l ,  an i n c r e a s e  o f  55 m i l l i o n  
, . 

. r u r a l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

c o n t i n e n t ' s .  t o t a l  popu l . a t i on  i n c r e a s e  (which  was on t h e  o r d e r  .of 

8 5  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e )  between 1750 and 1850. 

Now, SWeden is most l i k e l y  an e x t r e m e  c a s e  because  of  i t s  

l a r g e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n , .  i t s  r e l a t i v e  l a c k  o f  r u r a l  . m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
. . 

. and i t s  f a i r l y '  l a t e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  However, a  s i m i l a r  
. . 

. c o m p u t a t i o n  based. on one o f  E u r o p e ' s  o l d  ' i - n d u s t r  i a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  
. . 

Kingdom o f  Saxony,  p r o d u c e s  an e s t i m a t e  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  r ange  : 

a b o u t  51 m i l l i o n  of  t h e  t o t a l  85  m i l l i o n  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  

c o n s i s t i n g  of  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  

(computed from ~ l a s c h k e  1967: 190-191,,  B a i r o c h  1977:  4 2 ) .  

. . L e t  u s  l o o k  more , c l o s e l y  a t  Saxony,.  s i n c e  .it is t h e  o n l y  

l a r g e  a r e a  o f  Europe f o r  which have r e l i a b l e  e s t i m a t e s  of  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a n  - p o p u l a t i o n  runn ing  ' back  t o  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  For 

t h e .  . . y e a r s  . 1 5 5 0 , .  1750 ,  and 1843,  K a r l h e i n z  ~ l a s c h k e  p r o v - i d e s . ' u s  

w i t h '  c o u n t s ' - o f  th.e f o l l o w i n g  c a t e g o r . ' i e s  of  t h e  Saxon p o p u l a t i o n  : 
. . 

URBA'N' 
, . RURAL 

. Biirger ( f u l - l  c i t i z e n s )  . , . Bauern . ( p e a s a n t s )  ' 

Inwohner  i n  ~ t ~ d t k n  , (dependen t  GSr t n e r  und ~ ' i ; u s l e r  
, .. urban  w o r k e r s .  ( g a r d e n e r s ,  c o t t a r s )  

. . 

G e i s t l . i c h . k e ' i t  ~ ( p ~ o f e s s i o r i a l s ,  ~nwohn ' e r  i n  ~ 6 r ' f e r n  
' ' i n t e l l e d . t u a l s . ,  e t c  . )  ' ( v i l l a g e  l a b o r )  

. . . . 
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. . 

Grundher ren ' .  ( n o b l e  l a n d l o r d s )  

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n t o  " u r b a n "  

f rom t h e  r u r a l  r e ' s i d e n c e  

and own, b u t  a s i d e  

o f  a  . few p a r s o n s  and . p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  

: ( G e i s t l i c h k e i t )  and t h e  urban  r e s i d e n c e  o f .  a  few n o b l e  l a n d l o r d s  
. . 

(Grundhe'r  r e n )  f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e  d i v i s i o n .  t h e  : 

urban  : s i d e ,  th'e Inwohner ,  - o r  i n - d w e l l e r s ,  were e s s e n t i a l l y  

. , p r o l e t a r i a n s :  s e r v a n t s ,  j o u r n e y m e n ,   apprentice.^, and o t h e r s .  On 
. . 

t h e  r u r a l  s i d e ,  t h e  ~ a r t n e r  and H s u s l e r  ( g a r d e n e r s  and c o t t a r s )  

j o i n  t h e  Inwohner i n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c a t e g o r y .  G a r t n e r  had t h e i r  

own g a r d e n - p l o t s ,  H s u s l e r  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e i r . . d w e l l i n g s .  G a r t n e r i s  
. . 

some t imes  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  " s m a l l h o l d e r '  -- b u t  i n  e i t h e r  t r a n s l a t i o n  

d e s i g n a t e s  a  worker  who had t o  s e l l  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  

l a b o r  power t o  s u r v i v e . )  T a b l e  2 g i v e s  B l a s c h k e ' s  c o u n t s  o f  t h e  

numbers  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  e a c h  of  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  from 1550 t o  1843. 

B l a s c h k e ' s  f i g u r e s  t e l l  an i m p o r t a n t  s t o r y .  Throughout  t h e  

t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  a f t e r  1550 ,  acco r ,d ing  t o  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  

. . Saxon c o u n t r y s i d e  was more p r o l e t a r i a n .  t h a n  t h e  ' even  

1550 ,  g a r d e n e r s ,  c o t t a r s ,  and v i l l a g e  l a b o r  made up 25.6 p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  r u r a l  w o r k f o r c e ,  w h i l e  d e p e n d e n t  worke r s  compr i sed  15 .5  
** 

p e r c e n t ' o f  t h e  urban t o t a l .  Wi th in  bo th  t h e  urban  and t h e  r u r a l  

s e c t o r s ,  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  s h a r e  r o s e .  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  Both f rom 1550 

t o  ,'I750 a n d  from 1750 t o  /1843 ,  g a r d e n e r s  and c o t t a r s  .-- t h e .  . 

: ' a l l - p u r p o s e  wage-workers o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  - -  grew f a s t e s t .  

. T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a n n u a l  r a t e s  of  i n c r e a s e ,  t h e  compar i son  r u n s  l i k e  ' . .  

t h i s :  

. . 
. . 

. . 

Or i.g i n s  t 'he European ~ r o l ' e t a r i a t  : 



. CATEGORY 

ful:l ci t i.zens 

dependen.t urban workers 1.0 0.7 
3 
q 
1 profess ionals ,  etc. 0.1 0.0 

peasants  

. . . . . . 
gardeners, c o t t a r s  1.4 1.1 

. . .  
v i l l a g e  labor  

. . 
ia.2 0.2 

. . 

noble 1'and:lords. . . 0.4 . 8.1 

t o t a l  0.4 0.6 

The numbers  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and  o f  p e a s a n t s  h a r d l y  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  

t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s ,  a  f a c t  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  i m p l i c i t  

f i x i n g  o f  q u o t a s  f o r  e a c h  o f  them. F u l l - f l e d g e d  b u r g h e r s ,  r e g u l a r  

v i l l a g e  l a b o r ,  and l a n d l o r d s  d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  much f a s t e r .  The 

d y n a m i c  c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  o n e s .  I n  t e r m s  o f  r a t e s  

a l o n e ,  t h o s e .  c a t ' e g o r i e s  g r e w  f a s t e r  b e f o r e  1750  t h a n  a f t e r .  . The 

f a c t  t h a t  t h e y .  made up a n  i n c r e a s i n g  s h a r e  t h e  t o t a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  

mean t  t h a t .  
. . 

t h e i r  i m p a c t  on ' t o t a l  g.rowth g r e w .  1 a r g . e ~  ' l a t e r ;  a s .  

r e s u l t ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  r a t e  o f  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  w p r k f o r c e  a c c e l e r a t e d  
. . . . 

a f t e r  1 7 5 0 :  0 . 6  p e r c e n t  p e r  y e a r  f rom 1 7 5 0  t o  1 8 4 3 ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  

0 .4  ~ e r c e n t  f rom 1550  t o  1750 .  
. . 

. . We a i e  n o t  s t a r i n g  a t  t h e  r i p p l e s ,  o f  a  b a c k w a t e r .  The 

Kingdom o f  Saxony  c o n t a i n e d  s u c h  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  a s  . . 

. .  . L e i p z i g  . a n d  . Dresden. .  W i t h .  46 P e r c e n t  o f  i ts  l a b o r  f o r c e .  i n  

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  by 1 8 4 9 ,  and  53 p e r c e n t  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g -  

t h e  Kingdom o f  Saxpny  moved a t  t h e  l e a d i n g  e d g e  o f  German 

Demograph ic  O r i g i n s  o f  th,e E u r o p e a n  ~ r o l e t a ' r  i a  t : 5 1  
. . . . 
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Table 2. Distribution of the Workforce of Saxony in 1550, 1750 and 1843, 
Accordlng to Karlheinz Blaschke 

. . 

. . YEAR 
CATEGORY 

Urban - 
full citizens' 

dependent workers 15.5 -44.8 . . ' .51.7 

professionals etc. . 2.5 1.2 . - 0,7 
. . 

total, 100.0 . 100.0 99 ;9 

. . 
number 141500 370500 631000 

Rural . . - . . 

peasants . . . 73.5 .38:6. . 20.4 

gardeners, cottars 6.8 47.9 70 .'3 

village labor ., 18.8 12,7 - . 8.2 

noble landlords 0.8 0.8 0.5 

J 
-1 - total 99.9 100.0 100.0 

number 292400 . 647500 1225000 

Source: Blaschke 1967: 190-191. 'The 1550 figures omit the region of 
Oberlausiti. 

. . 



" ' p o t e n t i a l  l a b o r  f o r c e "  ( t h e  . p o p u l a t i o n  . 1 5  a n d  o v e r ,  l e s s  

h o u s e w i v e s ,  d e p e n d e n t  d a u g h t e r s ,  s t u d e n t s , ,  i n v a l i d s ,  a n d  c e r t a i n  

o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s )  g r e w  b y  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 . 5  p e r c e n t  p e r  y e a r  . . 

. 1 9 7 4 :  7 4 ) .    he Kingdom w a s  t h e  o n l y  m a j o r  r e g i o n  o f  Germany . 

1: s 
t 

g a i n i n g  froin n i i g r a t i o n  more  o r  l e s s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f r o m  1817  t o  1 8 6 5  

(Kol lmann  1 9 7 4 :  7 0 ) .  I n  f a c t ,  Wol fgang  Kol lmann  o f f e r s  t h e  

b e t w e e n  1 8 2 2  a n d  1 8 4 9 ,  by  1 . 2  p e r c e n t  p e r  y e a r  b e t w e e n  1849  and  

1 8 6 4 ;  t h o s e  r a t e s  w e r e  h i g h e r  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  i n  Germany (Kol lmann  

Kingdom o f  S a x o n y  a s  a  p r i n c i p a l  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  o v e r r u n n i n g  o f  

1 employment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b y  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  -- i n  h i s  v i e w ,  t h e  
.; 1. ..- - - - 

: c r u c i a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  d e p r e s s e d  wages  i n  t h e  o l d  c r a f t s ,  d r o v e  

ij . w o r k e r s  o u t  o f  t h o s e  o l d  c r a f t s ,  and p r o v i d e d  a  l a b a o r  f o r c e  f o r  

4 e x p a n d i n g  l a r g e - s c a l e  i n d u s t r y :  W e  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  a c c e p t  

1 - , :Ro l lmann l s  w h o l e  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  i 
S a x o n y  a s  a  good b a s e  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f -  

p i o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e .  

European  

T a b l e  3  s h o w s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  i m a g i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  

E u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t i o n  ( e x c e p t  f o r  R u s s i a )  b e h a v e d  l i k e  Saxony .  The 
. . . . 

p r o c e d u r e  is s i m p l e :  Adop t  P a u l  ~ a i r o c ' h ' s  e s t i m a t e s  o f  r u r a l  and 
. . 

u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i n t e r p o l a t e  v a l u e s  f o r  1 5 5 Q ,  1 7 5 0 ,  and  1 8 4 3 ,  

t h e n '  a p p l y  t h e  o f  p r o l e t a . r  i a n s  R l a s c h k e  f i n d s  in .  
. . 

S a ? o n y l s  r u r a l  and  u r b a n  s e c t o r s  t o  t h e  whi le  E u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  
. . 

W h i l e  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  m u l t i p l i e s  s u p p o s i t i o n s  by. a p p r o x i m a t i o n s ,  i t  

s u g g e s t s  o r d e r s  o f  m a g n i t u d e  f o r .  t h e  g r o w t h  o f .  t h e  E u r o p e a n  
. . 



. - ~abie 3. Estimates df the European proletarian Population in. 1550, 1750, 
. . and 1843 ,' Based on ~laschke's Figures for Saxony (in 'Thousands) 

. . 

TOTAL . PROLETARIAN NON- ' PERCeNT 
, ' ' CATEGORY POPULATION POPULATION PROLETARIANS PROLETARIAN 

. . 
1550 . . 
.Rural 61175 . 15661 45514 25.6 

Urban 10325. 1600 . .  8725 i5.5 

. Total 

. . 

1750 
F 

Rural 113100 68539 44561 
. . 

- ' . .Urban -18150 . :  8131 : 10019 
. . 

44.8 
. . . . 

Total . 131250 76670 54580 
. . 

58.4 

1843. . 

. -  . . :: . ... Rural - .  .-. . 
. . 

, 

146453 115.844 30609 79.1 
,.. . .: 

. . . .  . .  . 

% .  

. . 
. .. 

' .Urban . .. 63194 32671 30523 51'. 7' 
. . 

' : i  

Total 209647 148515 61132 70.8 

Sources: Blaschke 1967: 190-191; Bairoch 1977: 42. I have changed Bairoch's 
estimate of total population for 1500 (85 million), which is implausibly 
high, to a more conventional 56 million. The adjustment diminishes the 
estimate of the proletarian population in 1550 from 24.5 to 24.3 percent. 



pro'letar iat ,' 

If Europe behaved. 1'i:ke Saxony, both rural' and urban. 

proletarianization were massive. The totals 'show the proletarian 

po'pulation. . more . than. octupling while the non-proletarian 

po'pulation increased by a mere 13 percen't, and while. ' the . . 

population as .a 'whole rose: f rom 71 million to ,210. million. peo.ple. 

.The est,imated absolute increase in the proletarian population from 

1550 to 1843 was 131 million: nearly equivalent to the .total 

increase in Europe's population'; the computations suggest that the 

non-proletar ian .population .hardly , increased at. ' all : Of the 131 

million increase, furthermore, the estimates show 100 million as 

occurring within the rural sector, only 31 million in the cities. 

That was especially true for the period before 1750, when only a 

, small 'share of Europe's proletarianization could have occurr.ed in 
1 .  

the cities. After 1750 (and, in fact, especially after 1800) the 

. . balance shifted toward urban proletarianization. In short, a 

,massive proletar iani'zation of 'the  population^, occurring first and . 
. . 

.foremost in the countryside.. 

No. one region 'can . sum up' the experience of the whole 
. . 

continent. Yet, in the absence- of other series as ample in space 
. . 

and time, we have no reason to s h r u g  off the experience of the 
. . 

region of Leipzig', Chemnitz .and D'resden as an inappropriate.model 
. . 

for Europe. The orders of magnitude are likely to be correct. If 
I 

so, we can reasonably adopt fhree working hypotheses: 

' .  1. that tlie increase in Euro.pels prolet.arian population was 
on the order of .its total population ' increase.; the. . 

, . 
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. . . . 

non-pro l ' e ta - r  i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  b a r e l y  i n c r e a s e d ;  . 
. . 

2.. t h a t  o v e r  t h e  s i . x t e e n t h  t o  mid-n in 'e teen th  c e n t u r i e s ,  most 
o f  t h e  E u r o p e ' s  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  t o o k .  p l a c e  i n  v i l l a g e  

. . 
' . and c o u n t r y ;  . 

. . 

3 .  t h a t ?  w i t h  t h e  n . i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c i - t i e s  became . . . 
, . increas . in .91  y  i m p o r t a n t  a s .  . t h e  - s i - t e s  o f  p r o l e - .  

t a r i a n i z a . t i o n .  
. . . . 

These  h y p o t h e s e s  : c a l l  f o r  c a r e f u l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

Given a  b r o a d  ' d e f i n i t i o n .  . o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  t h e  second  and 

:' . t h i r d  h y p o t h e s e s  become' more p l a u s i b l e  a s  we examine t h e  t e m p o r a l  
- . 

. . 

p a t t e r n  of  E u r o p e ' s  u r b a n i z a t i o n .  F i g u r e  2 g r a p h s  ~ a u l  ~ a i r o c h ' s  

e s t i m a t e s  of  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  European p o p u l a t i o n  by s i z e  o f  p l a c e  

s i n c e  15D0. ~t reminds  u s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  . of  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  l i v e d  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y .  More 

i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  shows t h a t  Europe d i d  n o t  u r b a n i z e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
. . 

between 1500  and ~ ~ Y I B .  I ndeed  ( i f  you ' a c c e p t  . my r e d u c t i o n  of  

' Europe - ' s '  t o t a ' l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1500 ' f r o m  85 m i l ' l i o n  t o  a  more 

p l a u s , i b l e  5 6 . m i l l i o n ) ,  t h e ' e s t i m a t e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  E u r o p e  a s  a  

whole de -u rban ized  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  t h o s e  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s .  Here a r e  - 
t h e  p e r ~ e n t a . ~ e s  : 

Only a f t e r  1 8 0 0 ,  . . a c c o r d i n g  , t o  t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  d i d  t h e  f r e n i i e d  

. . 
, u r b a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  which we a r e  f a m i l i a r  b e g i n .  

. . 

. . 
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. . '1 . :  
. . F i g u r e  2 .  . P a u l  B a i r o c h 1 s  E s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  ~ u r o p e a n  ~ o p u l . a t i ' o n  

. . by S i z e  o.f P l a c e ,  1500-1970 

No te  : "Euxope" e x c l u d e s  R u s s i a  a n d  ,Tu rkey  . S o u r c e  : B a i r o c h  1977  : 4 2 .  



. My own c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  f i o m  a  v a r i e t y  o f  . 

. . s o u r c e s  -- . n o t a b l , y  C h a n d l e r  a n d  F o x ' s  mammoth e n u m e r a t i o n  o f  

E u r o p e ' s  c i t i e s  - -  s i n g l e s  o u t  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  t h e  time 

w h e n  u r b a n  g r o w t h  s l o v e d ,  and t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  a  p e r i o d  
. . 

, . , o f  m i l d .  a c c e l e r a t i o n .  I n  a  p r i v a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  P a u l .  B a i r o c h  

. . ' h'as t o l d  me t h a t  r e v i s e d  f  i b u r e s ,  c o m p i l e d  a f  t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t  i o n  

o f  h - i s  b o o k ,  do  s u g g e s t  a  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  u r b a n  

s h a . r e -  o f  t h e  Eu.ro.pe.an p o p u l a t i o n  - e ~ ~ e c ' i a l l . ~  o u t s i d e '  o f  E n g l a n d .  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  J a n  d e  V r i e s '  a s  y e t  u n p u b l i s h e d  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  

E u r o p e a n  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e s  a  s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

p r o p o r t i o n  u r b a n  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a  

s m a l l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  number o f  c i t i e s  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  . o r  more 

i n h a b i t a n t s .  

The s u r p r i s i n g  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d e - u r b a n i z a t i o n  may 

t h e r e f o r e  f a d e  away i n  t h e  - l i g h t  o f  f u l l e r  e v i d e n c e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  is n o t  s o  i m p l a u s i b l e  on a s e c o n d  l o o k  a s  i t  is 

. . o n  t h e  f i r s t .  I f  t h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  c o r r e c t ,  E u r o p e  d e - u r b a n i z e d  

. . b e c a u s e  u r b a n  g r o w t h  s l o w e d  w h i l e  t o t a l :  g r o w t h  c o n t i n u e d .  To p u t  

' i t  a n o t h e r  way, t h e  r u r a l  and sma1;l-town p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w  f a s t e r  . 

t h a n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  c i t i e s .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  n o r m a l  

n a t u r a l  d e c r e a s e  o f  c i t i i s  g r e w  l a r g e r  a s  s a n i t a t i o n ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  

. . 
a n d  h e a l t h  , c a r e  d e c l i n e d ,  t h a t  t h e  n o r m a l  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  

r u r a l  a r e a s  i n c r e a s e d  a s  f e r t i l i t y  r o s e  o r  m o r t a l i t y  d e c l i n e d . ,  and . 

. t h a t  t h e  n o r m a l  r u r a l - t o - u r b a n  f low.  o f  m i g r a n t s  d i m i n i s h e d .  A l l  

. ' t h r e e  may w ' e l l  h a v e  h a p p e n e d .  .. . 
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. . .  ~ h ' e s e  ' h y p o t h e t i c a l  cha .nges  a r e  t h i n k a b l e  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  

F i r s t  ,,, E ' u r o p e ' s  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  w e r e  u n h e a l t h y  p l a c e s ,  and  may w e l l  
. . 

h a v e  g o t t e n  u n h e a l t h i e r  a s  t h e y  g r e w .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  f o o d  s u p p l y  o f  

l a r g e  c i t i e s  was  g r o w i n g  , .  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p r o b 1 , e m a t i c  i n  : t h e  

s e v e n t e e n t h  and  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s . d e s p . i t e  m o d e s t  . i n c r e a s e s  i n  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i v i ' t y .  Urban g r o w t h  may w e l l  h a v e  d v e r r u n  t h e  . . 

g e n e r a l  c a p a c i t y  o f  ~ u r o p e g n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  n o n - p r o d u c e r s ,  

s u r p a s s e d  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  o f  m e r c h a n t s  and o f f i c i a l s  t o  e x t r a c t  

w h a t e v e r  s u r p l u s  d i d  e x i s t ,  s t r a i n e d  t h e  l i m i t s  t o  s h i p p i n g  o f  

f o o d  s e t  b y  r e l i a n c e  on  n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r w a y s ,  a n d  e x c e e d e d  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  . t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c i t i e s  and  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  h i n t e r l a n d s  

c o u l d  p r o d u c e  e n o u g h  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e i r ,  .own n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  
. . 

p < p u l a  t i o n s .  

I n  s u c h  . c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e  wo-uld e x p e c t  t h e  . c o s t  o f  f o o d  t o  
. . 

r i s - e  p r o h i b i t . i v e l y  -- a n d  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  -- i n  u r b a n  - a r e a s .  

  he r i s e  o f  t h e  f o o d  r i o t  a n d  t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  m u n i c i p a l  and  

n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ' s  ov ,er  f o o d  supp1.y.  s u g g e s t  a  s h a r p e n i n g  s t r u g g , l e  

o v e r  t h e : d i s p o s . i t i o n  of f d o d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  a p p a r e n t  

d e u r b a n i z a t i o n . .  . T h i r d ,  a s  w e  s h - a l l '  s e e ,  t h e r e  a r e  r e a s o n s  fo.r  - 
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  r o s e  i n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t s  o f  r u r a l  

and  smal l - t . own  . E u r o p e  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  e i g h t e e n t h  
. . 

c e n t u r i e s .  W h e t h e r  s u c h .  i n c r e a s e s  r e s u l ' t e d  f r o m  . d e c l i n i n g  
. . 

m o r t a l i t y ,  r i s i n g  f e r t i ' l i t y ,  o r  b o t h ,  r e m a i n s  d e b a t a b l e .  w e  s h a l l  

r e t u r n  t o .  t h a t  p r o b l e m ,  t o o . ,  

The f i n a l  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e  o f  d e - u r b a n i z a t i o n  c o n n e . c t s  t h e  

- Demograph ic  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  56 

. . .  



m o s t  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  o u r  i n q u i r y  i n t o '  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t .  TWO k i n d s . o f  employment  w e r e  g r o w i n g  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  

. . . E u r o . p e  . o f  1 6 0 0  t o  1 8 0 0 ; .  t h e y  were s u r e 1 . y  gro ,wing more r a p i d l y  i n  

. . 
s m a l l  t o w n s  , a n d .  r u r a l  a r e a s  t h a n  i n .  b i g  c i t i e s :  They weie t h e  , 

- s a m e  f o r m s  o f  .emplo.ym'ent t h a t  . w e r e  , g r o w i n g  i n  S a x o n y  f rom 1550 t o  

, . 1 7 5 0 .  One w a s .  w a g e - l a b o r .  i n  a g r i c u l t u x e .  .The  o t h e r .  was c ' o t t a g e  

. i n d u s t r y .  . The - , e x p a n s . i o n  o f  a g r i - c u l t u r a l  w a g e - l a b o r  p r o l e - .  

t a r - i a n i z e d ,  . a l m o s t  by d e f i n i t i o n ;  i t  w a s  t h e  c h i e f  ' c a . s e  Marx had  

i n  . mind..  ~ r o w t h ' -  o f  c o t t a g e '  i n d u s t r y  di'd . . n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z e ;  t h a t .  d e p e n d e d  o n  who h e l d  c o n t r o l  o f .  t h e  means o f  

p r o d u c t i o n .  Bu t  - i n  . f a c t  t h e  m a j o r  E u r o p e a n  . f o r m s  o f  . c o t t a g e  

i n d u s t r y  c r e a t e d  a  w o r k f o r c e  w h i c h  depend.ed f o r  s u r v i v a l  on t h e  

s a l e '  o f  i t s  l a b o r  power .  T h u s  i t  is p l a u s i b l e  ( a l t h o u g h  f a r  f r o m  

e s t a b l i s h e d )  t h a t  a  t e m p o r a r y  d e - u r b a n i z a t i o n  d i d  o c c u r  b e t w e e n  

1 5 0 0  and  1 8 0 0 ,  and t h a t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  a  r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  

c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h a t  d e - u r b a n i z a t i o n .  

A f t e r  , 1 8 0 0  Europe  f e l t  t h e  q u i c k e n i n g  u r b a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  which.  
. . 

. . 

we a r e  1 f a m i l i a r ;  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s , .  b-y my e s t i m a t e s , .  14 .4  p e r c e n t  

' u r b a n '  i n  1 .800 , .  4 1 . 3  p e r c e n t  i n  1 9 0 0 ,  62 .4  p e r c e n t  i n  1 9 7 0 .  I n  

a b s o l u t e .  t e r m s ,  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  d e c l i n e d .  ~ u t '  
. . 

b y  t h e  m i d d l e  - 'of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  a b o u t ,  150  m i l l i o n  

p e o p l e ,  i t '  h a d  ,come c l o s e  t o  i t s  l i m i t .  From t h a t  p o i ' n t  o n ,  

a l m o s t  t h e  w h o l e  o f  European  p o p u l a t i o n '  i n c r e a s e  o c c u r r e d  . in u r b a n  
. . 

. .. 
a r e a s . .  

. . 

. .  he' s i t e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  s h i f t e d  . a s  t h e  l o c u s  o f  
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p o p u l a t i o n  q r o w t h  . . c h a n g e d .  . B l a s c h k e t s  f i g u r e s  . s i m p l y  show t h a . t  

s h i f t  t o -  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  a .  b i t  . e a r l i e r  . . i n  r e l a t i v e l y  i n d u s t r i a l  . ' 

' S a x o n y . .  t h a n .  . i n  E u r o p e  a s  a  w h o l e .  ' My g r a f t  i n g  . . o f  B l a s c h k e ' s  

f i g u r e s  o n t o '  B a i r o c h t  s e s t i m a t e s  q r  ur.ban a n d  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  

a d j u s t s  . f o r  , t h e  d i f f e r ' e n c e  - i n  t i m i n g .  B u t  b o t h  s e t s  o f  - f i g u r e s  

i . n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  . n i n e t e e n t h ,  c e n t u r y  swung t h e  a c t i v e  l o c i  o f  . . 

. E u r o p e a n  p r o l e f a r i a n i z a t i p n ~ ' t o w a r ' d  t h e  c i ' t  i e s .  

. . I f  w e  s t a . r . t .  o u r  i n q u i r y  a t -  1 5 0 0 , -  we . a r e ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  t o t a l  

o f  a b o u t  56 mi l . : l ion  - p e o p l e .  I f  w e  end  i t  i n  1 9 0 0 ,  w e  a r r i v e  a t  -a  
. . 
t q t a l  Bround  2 8 5 '  m i l l i o n  peop le . .  T h a t  is. a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  some 230 

m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f o u r  c e n t u r i e s .  A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  ( t o  

e x t r a p o l a t e  f r o m  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  w e  h a v e  s q u e e z e d  f rom t h e  

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  B l a s c h k e  w i t h  B a i r o c h ) ,  p e r h a p s  1 7  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  

56 . m i l l Z i o n  t o t a l  w e r e  p r o l e t a r i a n s  o f  o n e  k i n d  o r  a n o t h e r .  By 

.1900 ' ,  o n .  t h e  o r d e r  o f  200 m i l l i o n  ' o u t  o f  t h e  285 m i l l i o n  t o t a l  

w e r e  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  T h a t  g i v e s  u s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  a r o u n d  1 8 0  

m i l l i o n  p r o l e t a r i a n s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r .  I t  a l s o  g i v e s  u s  a  s m a l l e r  

i n c r e a s e  -- p e r h a p s  45 m i l l i o n  -- o f  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  t o  e x p l a i n .  - 
, I f  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  numbers.,  ' he mus t  a s k  when ,  w h e r e ,  and how' t h e .  

. . 

i n c r e , a s e  o c c u r r e d .  . . 
. .  . 

The t i m i n g  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  s e t s  i m p o r t a n t  l i m i t s  on t h e  

. p o s s i b l e  ' t i m e t a b l e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e .  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
- .  

E u r o p e .  ( n o t :  i n c l u d i n g  Russ i .a  and  T u r k e y )  r o s e  f rom a b o u t  1 5 0  

m ' i l . l ion  t o  285 m i 2  l i o n  .du ' r ing  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  l a r g e  p a r t  

' . o f  t h e  n e t  . i n c r e a e  i n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  j u s t  a l s o ' h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  . . 
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. . 

. . 

t h e  n . i . n e t e e n t h .  c e n t u r y .  . N e v e r  t h e l e s s ,  g i v e n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  

. e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  e x p a n s i o n  o f  wge l a b o r  i n  s u c h  w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  
. . 

a r e a s  a s  E n g l a n d ,  P o l a n d ,  . a n d  S p a i n ,  i t  i s q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  by- 

18130. s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  1 0 0 .  m i i l i  i o n  Europeans .  w e r e  a l r e a d y  

p r o l e t a r i a n s  and  t h e i r  h o u s e . h o l d s .  N o t i c e  a g a i n  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

' o f  B a i r 6 c h 1 s  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  1 8 0 0 :  o n l y  20 m i l l i o n  E u r o p e a n s  o r  s o  
. . 

t h e n  l i v e d  i n :  u r b a n  a r e a s .  . A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e ,  

p r o l e t a r i a t  mus t  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  s m a l l  t o w n s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  and  o p e n  
. . 

c o u n t r y s i d e .  : I n  t r a c i n g  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  E u r o p e  b e f o r e  

1 8 0 0 ,  w e  h a v e  t o  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  t o  f a r m s ,  and, v i l l a g e s .  From t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . o n w a r - d . ,  c i t i e s  s t a r t  o c c u p y i n g  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  
. . 

L e t  m e - s u m  up  t h e s e  s p e c u l a t i o n s  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t i o n s .  h e -  a r e  

t h i n k i n g  o f  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  g r o w t h  > w i t h i n  a  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  b r o k e  
. . 

down.  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e ' t h i s :  

( m i l l i o n s  o f  ' p e r s o n s )  

1 5 0 0  - .  1 8 0 0  - 1 9 0 0  - 
, t o t a l  p o p u l a t . i o n  56 1 5 8  

. . 

28 5 

n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n ' s  39 - . 50 8  5  

p r o l e t a r i a n s  i.n c i t i e s  1 1 0 ' .  7 5  

r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a n s  16 90 1 2 5  
. . 

t o  avoid ' a n y  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  , l e t  m e  r e p e a t  : T h e s e  numbers  a  r e  no 

mo-re t h a n  t h o u g h t f u l  g u e s s e s ;  o r d e r s  o f  m a g n . i t u d e ,  h y p o t h e s e s  t o  

v e r i f y .  T h e i r .  r e v i s i o n  s t a n d s ,  h i g h  on t h e  a g e n d a  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

d e m o g r a p h y .  I f  t h e y  h o l n  up t o  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  n u m b e r s  

h a v e ,  im.por c a n t  i , r n p l i c a t i o n s .  They s u g g e s t  a s e v e n t y - f  i v e  f o l d  
. . 

. . 

c . . 
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i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  - . p r o l e t a : r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  c i t i e s  f  rom . 
. . .  

1 5 0 0  t o  1 9 0 0 , .  a n ,  o c t u p 1 , i n g  o f  t h e  r u r a l  p r o l - e t a r i a t  d u r i n g  t h e  
. . 

same T h e y  c d n c e n t r a t e  t h e  g r e a t  b u l k  o f  E u r o p e a n  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  i n  r u r a l  a . r e a s  b e f o r e  1 8 0 0 ,  a n d  i n  c i t i e s  a - f t e r  

t h e n .  Wi th  t h e s e  o r d e r s  o f  m a g n i t u b e  i n  m i n d ,  l e t  u s  r e t u r n  t o  
. . 

:' . t h e  - c o m p o n e n t s  o f  g r o w t h :  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  , .and 
. .  - .  

n e t  m i g r a t i o n .  1 

s o c i a l  M o b i l i t y  ' . .  

S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  s i x t o e n t h -  a n d  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
. . 

N e t h e r l a n d s ,  J a n  d e  V r i e s  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e t w e e n  two m o d e l s  o f  
. . 

r u r a l  . s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  a  p e a s a n t  model  a n d  a  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  . 

mo'del . P e a s a n t s  p r o d u c e  e n o u g h  t o  s u r v i v e  a t  a .  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l  

o f  w e l l - b e i n g  and  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  b a s i c  o u t s i d e  o b l  i g a t i o n s .  They 

work t o  i n s u l a t e  themse1ve . s  f rom t h e  m a r k e t ' s  v o l a t i l i t y  w h i l e  

a v o i d i n g .  p u r c h a s . e s .  0.f g o o d s  and  s e r v i c e s  a s  m u c h  9 s  p o s s i b l e .  

They s e e k ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  a l l  t ' h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  on t h e  

l a n d .  Wi th  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e ,  t h a t  ' s t r a t e g y  p r o d u c e s ,  s u b d i v i s i o n  

o f  h o l d i n g s  a n d  i n t e n s i f i e d  c u l t i v a t ' i o n  o f t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a -nd .  The 
. . 

r e s u l t  is  t h a t  p e r  c a p i t a  income a l m o s t  n e v e r  r i s e s ;  i t  ' r e m a i n s  

c o n s t a n t  o r  . d e c l ' i n e s .  - . . ' 

S p e c i a l i s t s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r '  h a n d ,  e x p l o i t  t h e  m a r k e t  b y  
. . 

- c o n c e n t ' r a t i n g  on p r o f i t a b l e .  c r o p s .   hey s p e c i a l i z e  i n  

a g r ~ i c u l t u r a l  p r b d u c . t i o n ,  . and  p u r c h a s e ,  g o o d s  ' a n d  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  
. . 

c a n n o t  p r o d u c e  p r o f i t a b l y .  They a c c u m u l a t e  ;api t a l l  a n d  r e i n " e s t  

i t  i n  l a n d  a n d e q u . i p r n e n ' t .  Such  c h i l d r e n  a s  t h e y  c a n n o t  p r o f i t a b l y  
. . . . 
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. . 

e m p l o y  o.n t h e  ' l a n d  t h e y  p l a c e  i n :  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  e n t e r p r i s e .  Oirer 

t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  t h e i r  , p e r  c a p i t a  income t e n d s  . t o  r i s e , .  S p e c i a l i s t s  
. ... 

a r e  c a p i  t a l i s . t s ,  peasantsnon-capitalists.. I n  f a c t . ,  t h e  p e a s ~ a n t s  
. . 

a r e  o f t . e n  a n t i - c a p i  t a l i s t s .  

T h e .  . . two m o d e l s  - i d e n t i f y  two q u i t e  d 3 f f e r e n t  e x i t s  f r o m  t h . e  

p e a s a n t r y .  The p e a s a n t  p a t h  l e a d s  e v e n t u a l l y ,  t p  w a g e - l a b o r  i n  
. . . . .  

a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  i n  . i n d u s t r y .  The s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  p a t h  l e a d s  t o  

c a s h - c r o p  ' f a r m i n g .  The p e a s a n t  s t r a t e g y  p r o l e t a r i a n i z e s ,  w h i l e  : 

t h e  s p e 6 i a l i z a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  -- i f  s u c c . e s s f u l  -- c a p i t a l i z e s - .  The 

p e a s a n t  s t r a t e g y  ' l e a d s  t o  wage l a b o r  f o r  t o  r e a s o n s , :  f i r s t ,  
. . 

b e c a u s e  i t s  . i n t e r n a l  - l o g i c  r e s u l t s  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

o v e r r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ' s  c a p a c i t y  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s e l f  f r o m  t h e  

l a n d  i t  c o n t r o l s ;  s e c o n d ,  b e c a u s e  i n  t h e  mean t ime  c a p i t a l i s t s  a r e  

e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  c o n t r o l '  o v e r  t h e  l a n d  and o v e r  o t h e r  m e a n s .  o f  

p r o d u c t  i o n .  E n g l i s h  e n c l o s u r e s  a n d  P o l i s h  " r e f e u d a l i . z a t i o n U  a r e  

v a r i a n t s  o f  t h a t  s e c o n d  p a t t e r n .  

w h e t h e r  t h e  n e w  : p r o l e t a r i a n s  r e m a i n e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  wage 

l a b o r ,  moved i n t o  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  o r  t o o k  up some c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  two v a r i e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  l a b o r  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  oE a g r i c u l t u r e  and  t h e  m a r k e t  f o r  l o c a l  m a n u f a c t u r e s .  

I n  t h e  S w i s s  m o u n t a i n  a r e a s  . s t u d i e d  by:  R u d o l f  B r u n ,  c o t t a g e  

t e x t i  l e  '' m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d  Z u r i c h  d i : s p l a c e d  t h e  

s u b s i s t e n c e  a g r i c u l t u r e  o f .  th 'e  h i g h l a n d s .  I n  t h e  ~ e i c e s t e r s h i r e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s  s t u d i e d  b y  Dav id  L e v i n e ,  c o t t a g e  ' i n d u s t r y  . . .  

p r o v i d e d  t h e  c o n  t e x t  f o r  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  whe.re t h e  < l a n d l o r d  
. . 

D e m o g r a p h i c  0.r i g i n s  o f  t h e  .European P r o l e t a r i a t :  6 1  



t o l . e r a t e d  i t ,  b u t  d a i r y , f a r m i n g  p r o d u c e d  a l a t e r ,  s l o w e r ,  a n d  more 

s u b t l e  f o r m  o f  p r o l e t a . r i a n i z a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  i a n d i o r d  would  n o t . .  . 

. t o l e i a t e .  m a n u f ~ c . t u r i n g .  I n  t h e  F l a n d e ' r s  s t u d i e d  b y  F r a n k l i n  

' ~ e n d ~ l s ,  t h e  p r o l e , t a r  i a n i z i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  . c o a s t  moved in . to  
. . . . 

. a g r i c u : l t u . r a l  w a g e . - l a b o r ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  moved i n t o  a  
. . 

-1 . 
. . 

. m i x t u r e  o f  a < r i c u l t u r e  and t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  and  s h i f t e d  t h e i r  
. . .  

w e i g h t  fr'om o n e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a s -  a  f u ' n c t i o n  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  wage.  

. . 
T l ! i s ,  l a s t  e x a m p l e  s e r v e s  a s  a  , r e m i n . d e r '  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s '  

'. s t r a t e j y  - a l s o  f o s t e r e d  a  c e r t a i n  amount  . o f .  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  

A 1  t h o u g h  t h o s ' e  who s u c c e e d e d  i n  s p & c . i a l  i z i n g  became p e t t y  

4 ! , ,  . c a p i t a l i s t s ,  . t h o s e  who f a i l e d -  moved i n t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  
1 

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  more  . s u c c e s s f  u l  c a - s h - c r o p  f a r m e r s  became e m p l o y e r s  

o f  ' wage . l a b o r e r s  Erdnl among . t h e i - r  s k i d d i n g  n e i g h b o r s  and f r o m  
. . 

n e a r b y  r e g i o n s .  . . o f  mixed . a g r i c u l . t u ; e  . and i n d u s t r y : .  F r a n k l i n .  

M e n d e l s  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i n  f j c t ,  . t h a t  s m a l l - s c a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  

p r o d u c t ' i o n  t e n d e d  t o  expand  . e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e g i o n s  h a v i n g .  n e a r b y .  

s o u r c e s  .o.f p a r t - t i m e  ' a n d  s e a s o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m p l o y m e n t , .  wh ich  
. . 

g r e d u c e d  th.e. i n d u s t r i a l  employe ' r  ' s  mi,nimum m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  f o r  

l a b o r .  'The i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  o f  F l a n d e r s '  c o a s t a l  c a s h - c r o p  a r e a s  
. . 

a n d  i n t e r n a l  c o t t a g e - i n d u s t r y '  a r e a s  i l l u s t r a t e s .  t h e  p o i . n t  v e r y  

I . . . .  , P a r a l l e l  p d t h s  to. t h o s e  o f  p e a s a n t s  and  s p e c i a l i s t s  l e d  away 
- 

f rom t h e  . w o r l d  o f  a r t i s a n s .  A r t i s a n s  s l i p p e d  i - n t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  

I , a s  c h e a p e r  p r o d u c t i o n  r e d u c e d  t h e  demand f o r  t h e i r  
. . .  

w a r e s ,  and  a s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a s sumed  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the .  means of  
. . 



. . 

i 

j . . 

p r o d u c t i o n .  B u t  a  f e w  a r t i s a n s  c l i m b e d  i n t o  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  b y ,  
.I. 
! .. 

becoming  s u c c e s s f u ~ l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  H e r b e r t  K i s c h  g i v e s  u s  t h e  

c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  S i l e s i a  a n d  t h e  R h i n e l a n d  ( ~ i s c h  1 9 5 9 ,  1 9 6 5 .  

1 9 6 8 ) .  I n .  b o t h  p l a c e s  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  r u r a l  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  
1 - 

I " 

i u n d e r c u t  t h e  u r b a n  c r a f t  g i l d s .  Bu t  i n  S i l e s i a  t h e  p r o c e s s  was 

I 
. -one  0.f a l m o s . t . : p u r e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n :  A s m a l l  number o f  c h a r t e r e d .  

. . 
. . m e r c h a n t s  ' w o r k e d  w i t h .  . * l a r g e  l a n d l o f d s  who . w e r e  h a p p y  t o  h a v e  

.,. w e a v e r - s e r f s  c o n t r i b u t . i n g  t o  t h e  incomes .  o f  t h e i r  e s t a t e s .  I n  ' t h e  

I I . R h i n e l a n d  w a s  l i k e w i s e  t h e  main  t r e n d ,  b u t  a  
I 
i 

1 .  f ew m a s t e r  c r a f t s m e n  . i n  C o l ~ g n e  . B a r m e n ,  A a c h e n ,  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  

I 
J a c c u m u l a t e d  c a p i t a l  a n d  made t h e m s e l v e s  p i v o t a l  f i g u r e s  i n  t e x t i l e  

p r o d u c t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  K i s c h  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  u s  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  l a b o r  

f o r c e  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  l i f e t i m e  movement f rom a r t i s a n  t o  p r o l e t a r i a n  

I 

I must  h a v e  been  a  common e x p e r i e n c e  i n  b o t h  r e g i o n s .  I n  n e i t h e r  

1 c a s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  was t h e  main  I - 
componen t  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ' s  g r o w t h .  N a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  a n d  

m i g r a t i o n  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  i m p o r t a n t  i n  b o t h  S i l e s i a  and . t h e  

1 R h i n e l a n d .  

i N a t u r a l  I n c r e a s e  
1 

~ a t u r a l  - i n c r e a s e  o r  d . e c r e a s e  is t h e  n e t  e f f e c t  o f  b i r t h s  and 

d e a t h s .  The p r o l e t a r i a t  g r o w s  t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  w h e n , .  i n  

a n y  g i v e n  p e r i o d ,  more p r o l e t a r i a n s  a r e  b o r n  t h a n  d i e .  P e r h a p s  we 

s h o u l d  . d i s t i n g u i s h  be tween '  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  . c h i l d r e n .  o f  
. . 

n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  p a t e n t s  and t h e  . p r o l e t a r i a n  ' chi1dr .e .n  o f  . . 

! 
. . 

p r o l e t a r i a n s .  ' I n  t h e  ' f i r s t  c a s e  w e  s t a n d  midway b e t w e e n  s o c i a l  
. . .  
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, '  . m o b i l i t y  and  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e :  I f  a t  a  g i v e n  s u c c e s s i o n  a  p e a s a n t  

h o l d i n g  f r a g m e n t s  i n t o  p i . e c e s  t o o  s m a l l  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  h e i r s ,  w e  
. . 

. . 
m a y  d e b a t e  how much o f  t h a t '  f a m i l y ' s  move i n t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  is . . 

. d u e  t o  n a t u r a l  i n c r . e a s e .  The same is t r u ' e  o f  t h e  " e x t r a " c h i 1 d  o f  
. . 

, a p e a s a n t  f a m i l y  who s p e n d s  l i f e  a s  a  s e r v a n t  o r  d a y - l a b o r e r .  Y e t  

. a t  . l e a s t  some o f  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  e ' x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  is 

. , a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e .  

Th,e L e a s t  a m b i g u o u s ,  and mos t  i m p o r t - a n t ,  c a s e .  i s '  somehow t h e .  

mos t  . i g n o r e d .  I t -  is th-e n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  f u l l - f l e d g e d  

p r o l e t a r i a n s .  . I f ,  on t h e  a v e r . a g e ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  wage 

l a b o r e r s  w e r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  p e a s a n t s  a n d  a r t i s a n s ,  t h a t  

f a c t  a l o n e  would  s u f f i c e  t o  p r o d u c e  a  r e l a t i v e  g r o w t h  o f t h e  

w i t h o u t  a n y .  s k i d d i n g  o f  p e a s a n t s  o r  a r t i s a n s  a n d  
. . 

w i t h o u t  a n y  i n - m i g r a t i o n  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  I s u g g e s t  ., t h a t  

d i : f £ e r e n t i , a l  ' n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  was- ' - . the p r l n c i p a . 1  -compo'nent i n .  t h e  

r e l a t i v e ,  g r o w t h '  o f  t h e . ~ k r o ~ e a n  f r o m  1500  t o  1900 .  

More p r e c i s e l y ,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  componen t  was n a t u r a l  

i n c r e a s e .  . r e s u l t i n g  f rom - t h e  d i . f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f a i r l y  h i g h  

m o r t a l i t y  and  v e r y  h i g h  f e r t i l t t y .  

, : To b e .  e v e n  more  e x a ' c t  ( a n d  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  p o n d e r o u s ) ,  I 

p r o p o s e  t h e .  £ 0 1  l o w i n g  . h y p o t h e s i s  : o n  t h e  . a v e r ' a g e ,  p r o l e t a r i a n s  

r e s p o n d e d  t o  e c o n o m i c  e x p a n s i o n  w i - t h  g r e a t e r  d e c l i n e s  i n  m o r t a l i t y  

and g . r e a t e r .  i n c c q a s e s  i n  £ - e r t i l i - t y  t h a n  n o n - p r o ' l e t a r  i a n . s ,  and  

r e s p o n d e d .  t o  e c o n o m i c  c o n t r a c t i o n  w i t h  g r e a t e r  i n c r e a s e s  , in  
. . . . 

morta1 ' i . t .y  b u t  no  g r e a t e r  d e c l i n e s  i n  f e r t i l i t y  t h a n .  

~ e m o g r a p h i c  O r i g i n s .  o f  . t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  6 4  
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n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s .  The c o n s e q u e n c e  was d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n a t u r a l  . 

i n c r e a s e . o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s  i n  good t imes,  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  c o m p e n s a t e d  

b y  t h e  . n a t u r a l  d e c r e . a s e  o f  bad t imes.  S i n c e  t h e  p e r i o d  ,we a r e  

'., c o n s i d e r i n g  was on t h e  w h o l e  ,'an e r a .  o f -  e c o n o m i c  . e x p a n s i o n . ,  ' such a  
. . 

. . 
. . 

. . . .  , sy.ste 'm . would  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  a  ., s i g n i f i c a n t  . t e n d e n c y  f o r  t h e  . .  . . 

,, . p r o , l e t a r i a t  . t o  . i n c r e a s e  more  r a p i d l y  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

. . 

. p o p u 1 a t i o . n .  ' My h y p o t h e s i s  is t h a - t  i t  d i d .  

' I n  i.ts m a i n '  l i n e s ,  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  g e n e r a l i z e s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  . . 
. . 

p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e  m o d e l  o f  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a n g e  which  . . 

F r a - n k l i n  . ' ~ e n d e l s  d e v e l o p e d  t o .  d e a l  w i t h  . t h e  " p r o t o -  
. .  . . . 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n "  o f  - F l a n d e r s  and  e l s e w h e r e  ' ( f ' o r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  

r e v i e w  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  on p r o t o i n d u s t r i a l  d e m o g r a p h y ,  see K r i e d t e ,  
1 

M e d i c k 2 &  Schlumbohm 1 9 7 7 ,  e s p e c i a l l y  pp .  155-193;  f o r  a n  e m p i r i c a l  
4 I 

c h a l . ' l e n g e ,  s e e  H o h o r s t  1 9 7 7 ,  e s p e c i a l l y  pp .  208:  2 2 7 ) .  The 

h y p o t h e s i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  p r o l e t a r i a n s  a l w a y s  had  h i g h e r  

f e r t i l i t y  t h a n  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s .  We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  

o p p o s i t e  was t r u e  among t h e  S w e d i s h  v i l l a g e r s  s t u d i e d  by Chr i s t e r  

W i n b e r g ;  and c a n  f - ind  s i m i l a r  e v i d e n c e  e l s e w h e r e .  The h y p o t h e s i s  

d o e s  mean t h a t  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  r e s p o n s e s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s  and  
. . 

n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  t o  e c o n o m i c .  e x p a n s i o n  a n d .  c o n t r a c t i o n  d i f f e r e d  
. .  . 

s i g n i f  i c a n . t l y .  T o .  p u t  i t  s c h e m a t i c a l l y ,  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  

r e s p o n d e d  t o  . c h a n j i n g '  o p p o r  t u n i  t i e i s  f o r  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e i r  
. . 

t i o u s e h o l d  c a p i t a l ,  w ' h i l e  , p r o l e t a r i a n s  . r e s p o n d e d  to'  c h a n g i n g  

. o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  wage labor:. 
. . .  

I. . : I n  o n e  muted fo rm o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  h a s  been  a r o u n d  
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a  Long t ime.  I n  h i s  p i o n e e r i n g  s t u d y  o f  t h e  V a l e  o f  T r e n t ,  J . D .  
' 

. Chambers  n o t e d  t h e  h i g h e r  n a t u . r a 1  i n c r e a s e  o f  p a r i s h e s  w i t h  r u r a l  

i n d u s t r y .  d u r ' i n g  t h e  y e a r s  f r o m  1670  t o  1 8 0 0 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  l a c k  
. . 

c r u c i a l  e v i d e n c e :  co:ncet!n i n g  t h e .  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  g r o w t h ,  B1aschk.e ' s 
. . 

a n a , l y s i s  o f  S a x o n y , .  ~ l i m a  ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  ' Bohemia a n d  B r a u n ' s  
. . 

. . . . 

p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e .  Z u r i c h  h i g h l a n d s  a l l  b r i n g  o u t  a s i m i l a r  c o n t r a , s t  
. . 

' b e t w e e n  s l o w - g r o w i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  p e a s a n t  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  

f a s t - g r o w i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  r u r a l  i n . d u s t r y .  I n  h i s  d i m c t  a t t a c k  on 

t h e  p r o b l e m ,  Dav id  L e v i n e  i d e n t i f i e s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  r i s i n g  

n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  a n d  r u - f a 1  i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  i n  e - i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

S h e p s h e d ,  b e t w e e n  r i s i n g  . n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
. . 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  B o t t e s f o r d .  L e v i n e  a l s o  
'I ' .  

p r o v i d e s  a  p l a u s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  u p s  and  

downs o f  t h e  f a m o u s  v i l l a g e  o f  C o l y t o n ,  Devon,  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  

t h e  r i s e  a n d  f a l l  o f  r u r a l  i n d u s t r y  ( L e v i n e  1 9 7 7 :  1 0 3 - 1 1 5 ) .  
-- 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  same l i n e  o f  i n q u i r y ,  W r i g h t s o n  and  L e v i n e  t r a c e  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  o f  T e r l i n g ,  E s s e x ,  t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z i n g  

e f f e c t s  o f  a  l a r g e - f a r m  s y s t e m  ( W r i g h t s o n  & L e v i n e  1 9 7 9 ,  e s p .  pp .  

4 3 - 7 2 ) .  Ann Kussmaul  h a s  made a  good c a s e  f o r  a  s e q u e n c e  i n  which  

E n g l i s h  f a r m e r s  e x p e l l e d  l i v e - i n  s e r v a n t s  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  r i s i n g  

f o o d  p r i c e s ,  s e r v a n t s  became d a y - l a b o r e r s ,  d a y - l a b o r e r s  m a r r i e d  

y o u n g e r  and  i n  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s ,  and  f e r t i l i t y  r o s e  (Kussmaul  

1 9 8 1 ) . :  E I s e w h e r e ,  a n d  ' w i t h  v e r y  f i n e '  e v i - d e n c e ,  .David   aunt h a s  
. . .  

. a r g u e d  f o r  a  s i m i l a r  t u n i n g  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  t o  o p p o r t u n i t y  

among S w e d i s h  r u r a l  . p r o l e t a r i a n s  ( G a u n t  1 9 7 7 ) .  
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. ' I f  s u c h  a  r . e l . a t i o n s h i p  h o l d s ,  i t-  r e v e r s e s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  . . . . 

wisdom. W& commonly t h i n k . '  o f  r u r a l  p - r o l . e t a r  i a n i z a t i o n  a s .  a  
. . 

: . c o n s e q u e n c e  p f  r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  gro 'wth -- t o o .  many p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  
. . . . 

- a v a i l a b l e  ' l and .  - But  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  w e  s e e  h e r e  is t h a - t  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  may i n d u c e  r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  Of c o u r s e ,  

b o t h  may b e  t r u e .  Then a  p r o c e s s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  

b y  some s u c h  a c t i o n  a s  e n c l o s u r e  w i l l  t e n d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  i t s e l f  up  

-- o r ,  . r a t h e r  ,' down -- t o  . t h e  l i m i t  s e t  b y  s t a r v a t i o n .  A t  t h e  

l i m i t  a n d  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  c a s e ,  M a l t h u s i a n  m o d e l s  b e g i n  t o  work 

f a i r l y  w e l l .  (Even  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  w i d e s p r e a d  f a m i n e ,  however, ,  t h e  

u s u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e  is n o t  u s u a l l y  a n  a b s o l u t e  s h o r t f a l l  i n  

a v a i l a b l e  f o o d  p e r  c a p i t a ,  b u t  a  m a l d i s t r i b u t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  

. . o f  f i t  b e t w e e n  n e e d s  and  e n t i t l e m e n t s :  see S e n  1 9 8 1 ) .  

How and why would  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s  t e n d  

t o  e x c e e d  t h a t  o f  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s ?  The c r i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

l i n k  f e r t i l i t y ,  m a r r i a g e ,  and  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  employment .  I n  

a  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  m o s t  h o u s e h o l d s  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own means  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  c h i e f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  young a d u l t s  a r e  t o  

i n h e r i t  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own h o u s e h o l d s ,  o r  t o  e n t e r  o t h e r  

h o u s e h o l d s .  I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  E u r o p e a n  a r t i s a n s  a n d  p e a s a n t s ,  t h e  

c a p i t a l  o f  a  h o u s e h o l d  s e t  s t r i n g e n t  l i m i t s  on t h e  number o f  

p e r s o n s  i t  c o u l d  s u s t a i n ;  h o u s e h o l d  c a p i t a l  t h e r e b y  l i m i t e d  t h e  

number : -  o f  c h i  ldrren who c o u l d  ' r e m a i n  home i n t o  a d u l t . h o o d ,  and  

' e s p e c i a l l y  i n t o  m a r r i a g e  a n d  , p a r e n t h o o d .  The  o n l y  way t,o e n t e r  

. . 

a n o t h e r  l i o u s e h o l d  a s  a  f u l l - f ' l e d g e d  . a d u l t  was t o  m a r r y -  i n .  



P e r s o n s  who e n t e r e d  a s  s e r v a n t s ,  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  d a y - ' l a b o r e r s  and  t h e  

l i k e  o r d i n a r i l y  a c q u i r e d n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  , t h e  h o u s e h o l d  means  o f  

. . ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  an.d no r i g h t  t o  mtirry o r  . t o  p r o c r e a t e , .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

t o  m a r r y ,  t o  h a v e  . c h i l d r e n - ,  . and  t o  . p l a c e  o n e ' s  c h i l d r e n  i n  
. . 

f u l l . - f l e d g e d  a d u l t  . p o s i t i o n s  t h u s  d e p e n d e d  o n ' - t h e  r a t e  a t .  w h i c h  

, :  s e n i o r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  o.p&ning up.  - M o r t a l i t y  was t h e  
. . . . . . 

c h i e f  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  t h a t  r a t e .  . B u t  s o ~ n e t i m e s  o u t - m i - g r a t i o n  o r  

t h e  p u t t i n g  o f  new l a n d  i n t o  c u l t i v a . t i o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a d u l t  . .  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  To a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e g r e e ,  t h e  s y s t e m  r e g u l a t e d  

i t s e l f :  N u p t i a l i t y  and  f e r t i l i t y  a d a p t e d  t o  c h a n g i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  

a n d  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  f a i r l y .  c o n s t a n t  o v e r  t h e  medium r u n  

. ( s e e  Lee 1 9 7 8 ,  S m i t h  1 9 7 7 ,  w r i g l e y  1 9 7 8 ) . .  
. . . . 

Under t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  - c o u p l e s  a d j u s t e d  both: t h e i r  

m a r r i a g e s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d b e a r i n g  t o  t h e  p r o b a b l e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
. . 

a d u l t  p o s i t i o n s  and  t o  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e i r  newborn c h i l d r e n  . '  . . 
w o u l d  s u r v i v e  t o  a d u i t h o o d :  A s  a r e s u l t ,  m a r r i a g e  and  f e r t i l i t y  

. . 

s u r g e d  a £  t e r  - f a m i n e  o r .  p e s t i l e n c e  w.iped o u t  many a d u l t s ,  and.  

s l o w e d  w h e n  m o r t a l i t y  d e c l i n e d .  Or s o  i t  s e e m s .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t a t e  q f  - o u r  k n o w l e d g e  ,- a n y  h y p o t h e s i s  i m p l y i n g  w i d ' e s p r e a d ,  

d e l i b e r a t e  f e r t i l i t y  c o n t r o l  b e f o r e  t h e .  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d .  
. . . . 

o u t s i d e  o f  w e s ' t ' e r n i z e d  . i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r i e s  is c o n t r o v e r s i a l  ( s e e .  -. 

, 
C a l d w e l l  197.6, Knodel  1 9 7 8 ,  ~ n o d e . 1 .  & van d e  W a l l e  1 9 7 9 ) .  -. 

. . 

The i d e a  o f  d e l i b e r a t e .  f e r t i l i t y  c o n t r o ' l  o f  a n y  g r e ' a t  e x t e n t  

. . .  b e f o r e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c o u n t e r s - a  set .  o f  i d e a s  demographers , -  

c h e r i s h  : ' . . 
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. . 

. . .  . . 

. . * that in general human have lived under a regime 
of "natural" '.fert.ility, .without: imposing deliberate, . . 

. . self- conscious^ controls over concept.ion; 
. . * that variations 'in the ferti.lity .of populations butside .the 

. . wea1th.y nations of our own. era have resulted from . .  
:differences. -over . which people' did not exer't - deli-berate 

. . 
. control.,' at .lest not for the purpose of controlling 

,conception: marriage customs, sexual taboos, breast-fe,eding 
practices, nutrition, illness, 'and so -on; 

* that once the members of a population do begin to control - 
births, they keep at it, with the consequence that a 
fertility decline begun in earnest leads unerringly to 
stable low fertility; 

* that such a decline requires a fundamental shift in 
attitudes away from ignorance, passivity and short-run 
gratification. 

Students of European population changes who subscribe to these 

views point to several different sorts of evidence. First, 

, following Louis Henry, they commonly insist that deliberate 

fertility control will show up in the record as differential 

age-specific fertility: At a given age, women who have been 

~riarried longer and/or who ha-ve had more children will bear 

children at a lower rate than% other women in the same population; 

solid evidence of those age-specific differentials is, in fact, 

quite rare for periods before the nineteenth century. Second, 

they draw attention to the fact that where strong evidence of 

deliberate fertility control does appear, it tends to increase 

irreversibly with time. Third, the broad similarity in the timing 

of fertility decline in .diffetent parts of Europe, despite dras.tic. 
. . 

differences i A  levels of incdme, . urbanization, and industri- 

alization couples with an' apparent , tendency of culturally 
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. . 

. . . . homogeneous  r e g i o n s  t o  b e h a v e  ' a s  u n i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  . f e r ' t ' i ' l i t y  
. . 

d e c l i n e ; .  . .some.  s o r t  - o f  . d i f f u s i o n .  a n d  c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e  ' s u g g e s t s  
a '  

. . 

i t s e l f .  
. . 

' Yet,  ' t h e r e  is  e v i d e n c e  on t h e  o t h e r  : s i d e . .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  - a r . e  
. . 

w e l ' l - d o c u m e n t e d .  " p r e i n d u s t r i a l "  . c a s e s  t h a t  m e e t  th.e s t r i n g e n t  

t e s t s  o f  p a r i t y - d e p e n d e n c e  ( e . g .  Andorka  1 9 7 9 ,  G a u n t  1 9 7 7 ,  L e v i n e  

1 9 7 7 ,  W r i g l e y  1 9 6 6 )  . S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  many more  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  e v i d e n c e  is l e s s  d i r e c t  and  c o m p e l l i n g ,  b u t  i n  w h i c h  

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  n u p t i a l i t y  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  b y  c l a s s  and time p e r i o d  

c o r r e s p o n d . .  . c l o s e l y  t o  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  economic-  i n t e i e s t  ( see  ~ i i l ~  

1 9 7 8 a  f o r  a  r e v i e w  o f  many s u c h  c a s e s ) . .  T h i r d ,  R o n a l d  Lee 's  

e x a c t i n g  t i m e - s e r  i e s  . a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  b e s t  n a t i o n a l  d ' a t a  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  t h e  l o n g  r u n  o f  E n g l i s h  h i s t o r y  d i s p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t e n d e n  y  

f o r  b o t h  n u p t i a l i t y  and  f e r t i l i t y  t o  r i s e  a n d  f a l l  . a s  a  f u n c t i o n  

o f  r k a i  wages  ( L e e  1 9 7 6 ,  1 9 7 8 ;  W r i g l e y  & ~ c h o f i e l d  1 9 8 1 ) .  

The main r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  h a r d  t o  d i s e n t a n g l e  e m p i r i c a l l y  

f r o m  t h e  c o n t r a r y  e f f e c t s .  I t  is l i k e l y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  n u t r i t i o n  b o o s t e d  f e r t i l i t y  and  d e p r e s s e d  

I n o r . . t a l i t y  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  (McKeown 1 9 7 6 ,  Lee  3 9 7 8 )  . I t  is . q u i t e  

p o s s . i b ' l e ,  a s  W i l l i a m -  L a n g e r  ' h a s  s u g g e s t e d . ,  t h a t  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  

c u l t i v a t i ' o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  p l a n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  ' p o t a t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

. . improved  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y , -  a n d  t h u s  - c o n t r i b u t e d  . t o  . n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  

w i t h o u t  a n y  . n e c e s s a r y  r i s e  i n  f e r t i l i t y .  Y e t  . t h e  g e n e r a l  '. 

h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  p e o p l e  a d j u s t e d .  ina r r . i age  . a n d  f e r t i l i t y  t o  t h e  

a v a i l ' a b i ' 1 i t . y  . o f  a d u l t -  p l a c e s  i n  c r a f t s  and o n  t h e  l a n d  is n o t  ' 
. . 
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. . 

. ' a b s u r . d . .  ' In o n e  fo rm o r  a n o - t h e r ,  i t  h a s  been  a r o u n d  s i n c e  Ma'Lthus. 

And. i t  is compatible w i t h  many. f o r m s  .of  . f e r t i l i t y  c o n t r o l  s h o r t  o f  
. . . . 

. . 

. . t h e  s e l f - c o n s c . i o u s  e f f i c a c y  o f  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  

P r o l e t a r i a n s  f a c e d  a  - d i f f e r e n t  set o f .  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f r o m  

. '  p e a s a n t s  i d  a r t i s a n s .  . To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  . a r o u n d  them 

was  p r o l e t a r i a n ,  t h e y  had  b o t h  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  and  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  m a r r y  a n d  fo rm t h e i r  own h o u s e h o l d s  e a r l y .  They c o u l d  a c q u i r e  

t h e  means  o f  s u r v i v a l  a s  a d u l t s  a t  q u i t e  a  young a g e .  The 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  work a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

l i f e t i m e  c u r v e  o f  e a r n i n g s  -- r i s i n g  r a p i d l y  w i t h  a d o l e s c e n c e ,  

f a l l i n g  s t e a d i l y  f r o m  young a d u l t h o o d  -- p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t s  t o  m a r r i a g e  and  f e r t i l i t y .  

On b a l a n c e ,  t h e s e .  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  h o l d  more c l e a r l y  f o r  

employment  i n  r u r a l  i d u s t r y  t h a n  f o r  employment  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

. ' .  In .  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  l , a n d l o r d s V  g r ' e a t  c o n t r o l  o 'ver  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

w a g e - l a b o r  , c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  i s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  

g a v e  them s t r o n g  i n £  l u e n c ' e  o v e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  young p e o p l e  

c o u l d  s e t t l e ,  m a r r y ,  a n d  b r i n g  up  c h i l d r e n .  The r i s e  o f  

w a g e - l a b o r  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  -- a s  r u r a l  Sweden h a s  a l r e a d y  t a u g h t  u s  

-- s o m e t i m e s  d i m i n i s h e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  m a r r i a g e .  I n d u s t r i a l  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  m e d i a t e d  b y  s m a l l  m e r c h a n t s ,  g a v e  h o u s e h o l d e r s  more  

i n d e p e n d e n c e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  s o m e t i m e s  p r o m o t e d  m a r r i a g e .  

E s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  many v a r i a n t s  o f  d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  

. s t a n d a r d  L a b o r  u n i t  was . n o t ,  a  s . i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  a  . h o u s e h o l d :  . . . . 
. . 

f o r  exampl 'e ,  a  w e a v e r  p l u s  s e v e r a l  s p i b n e ' r s  and  ' t e n d & r s  ( s e e  T i l l y  . ' 
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& S c o t t  1 9 7 8 ,  c h a p t . e r  2 ) .  ' To work i n  t h e s e  a r r a n . g e m e n t s ,  i t  w a s '  

- - a l m o s t  e s s e n t i a l  - t o  fo rm a  ' h o , u s e ~ h o l d .  Speal<. ing o f  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  
. . 

. . 

C h a r l e r o i  (now i n  - s o u t h e r n  B e l g i u m )  d u r i . n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

~ e r y 6  Hasqu.iri d e c l a r e s :  . . 

~ h u s ,  i n  t h e s e  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  s e t t i n g s , .  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  - 
f a m i l y .  w o r k e d ;  s i n c e  a l l  wages  w e r e  we lcome.  The women and  - 

. . 
g i r l s  made s p u n  g o o d s ;  a t  a  v e r y  young  a g e ,  t h e  b o y s  w e r e  

. p u s h e d  h a r d ;  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  s p a r e d  t h e  m o s t  demand-ing work 
( ' ~ a s q u i n  1 9 7 1 :  2 9 2 - 2 9 3 ) .  

. . . . . . 

H a s q u i n  shows  t h a t  b i r t h  r a t e s  r o s e  i n  t h e  t o w n s  i n  which  i n d u s t r y  

was e x p a n d i n g  -- b y  now, a  c l a s s i c  f i n d i n g .  H e  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  

I1havi .ng c h i l d r e n  r e s u l t e d  i n c r e i 3 s i n c j l y  f rom d e l i b e r a t e '  i n t e n t i o n "  

- ( ~ a - s q u i n  1 9 7 1 :  2 9 2 )  : 
. . 

. . 

. . . :. ..,;_ .:>. . , .. >... In h i s :  more, g e n e r a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n  f e r t i l i t y  
, ,.,* , - ,  : . . . .  . . . 

'-. - .. . . -1 .' . ..; . .-...:'d'&c..j ne, ,  .>: :. - . ' : . . . . 
Ron L e s t h a e g e  a d o p t s  a  s i m i l a r  a r g u m e n t :  

. .. . * . . '  . , <. .. . : . 
2 . : . - _ .  

~ . .  w i t h  t h e  a c c e l e r a t e d  g r o w t h  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
f a r n i l y - r e - l a t e d  . a r t i s a n a l - .  w o r k s h o p s  o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  . ,  
e n t e r p r i s e s  d u r i n g  t h e '  I n d u s t r i a l '  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a n  e v e n  l a r g e r  

, . ..-_- - -  - - . . ,  . ... - . C . .  
, . .  ' j'. 

. s e c t  i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  became b o t h  e o n o m i c a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  - .... . . .. . - .  ,. 
, . '  , :.:I- , .  . .. . , . ., ; ;-, ' ,. . 

a n d  c a p a b l e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  h o u s e h o l d  a t  a n  e ' a r ' l i e r  a g e .  
< . . .. . . -  . ... , The p r e c a r i o u s n ' e s s  ,o.f t h e  w a g e - e a r n e r s '  s u s t e n a n c e .  c e a s - e d  t o  . -  . . 

. ,  . .. . .  
. .  ' - - b e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  a g e ,  and  t h e y  had no more g r o u n d s  f o r  . . . . 

p o s t p o n i n g  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e s  ( ~ e s t h a e g h e  1 9 7 7 :  6 9 ,  c i t i n g  
. . . I - lo ' f s t ee  a s  - t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t ) . .  . 

So l o n g '  a s  employment  o p p o r  t u n . i  t i e s ,  however  m a r g i n a l  , w e r e  

e x p a n d i n g ,  a  ' p r o l e t a r i a n  - s t r a t e g y  o f  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e  and  h i g h  . 
. . 

f e r t i l i t y  made s e n s e .  A t  l e a s t  . i t  m a d e . s e n s e  ' i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n .  

F i n d i n g s  f rorn . Wrig ' l ey  and  S c h o f  i e l d ' s  r e c o n s t r . u c t i o n  o f  

E n g i i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  d y n a m i c s  f rom ' 1 5 4 1  t o  1 8 7 1  d e s e r v e  s p e c i a l  
. . 

a t t e n t i o n .  T h e  E n g l i s h  e v i d e ' n c e  - s h o w s  c l e a r l y  ' t h , a t  w e l l  b e f o r e  

t h e  d . e c i s i . v e  n i n e t e e n t h - c . e n t - u r y  . d e c l i n e  . i n  f e r t i l i . t y ,  r a t e s  o f  

. . 

Dernograp.hic O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  'European P r o l e t a r i a t :  7 2  



i n a r r i a g e  a n d  o f  ' b i r t h  h a d .  r i s ' en  and  f a l ' l e n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  more 

t h a n  o n c e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  n u ' @ t i a ' l i t y  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  r o s e  , w i t h  r e a l  

. w a g e s ,  a t a  l a g  o f  a b o u t  f . o r t y . , y e a r s .  T h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  g r e w  

. s t r o n g e r  o v e r  t i m e ,  a s  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  a g g r g g a t e  p o p u l a t i o n '  . 

. . 
g r o w t h  and  ' f o o d  . p r i c e s  g r e w  w e a k e r .  I n  t h e  medium and  l o n g  r u n s ,  

. . 
. . 

f u r t h e i m o r e ,  d e a t h  r a t e s '  d i d  n o t  d e p e n d  on  r e a l :  : w a g e s .  The 

r e s u l t s  s t r i k e  a  b l o w  a g , a i n s t  -a s t r i c t  ~ a l t h u s i a n '  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
. . 

o f  E n g l i s h  e x p e r i e n c e ,  s i n c e  t h e  ~ n g l  i s h  s e e m  t o  h a v e  a v o i d e d  t h e  
. . .  

. . 

P o s i t i v e  Check o f  h e i g h t e n e d  m o r t a l i t y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  e x c e s s i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  . T h e y .  s t r i k e  a b low a g a i n s t  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  . .  

p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e ,  s i n c e  t h e  r a t e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  

a p p a r e n t l y  had l i t t l e  i n d e p e n d e n t  e f f e c t  on m o r t a l i t y ,  f e r t i l i t y ,  

o r  n u p t i a l i t y .  They a r e  a t  1 e a s . t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  

. . a  w a g e - d r i v e n  d e m o g r a p h i c  s y s t e m .  David  Wei r  . ( 1 9 8 2 )  h a s  shown 

. -. 
. . 

t h a t  s i m i l a ; r  d y n a m i c s  o p e r a t e d  i n  F r a n c e  a s  a  whole  f rom 1 7 4 0  t o  

'1829.  Bo'th c o u n t r i e s  g i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  h a v i n g .  t u n e d  m a r r i a g e  a n d  

c h i l d b i r - t h .  t o  employment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

N e t  M i g r a t i o n  

. M i g r a t i o n  . f i g u r e d  i n  t h e  . f o r m a t i o n .  o f  - t h e .  E u r o p e a n  
. . . . 

p r o l e t a r i . a t  i n  two r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  wa.ys. 'From t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f ,  

E u r o p e  a s  a  w h o l e  f r o m  1500 t o  1 9 0 0 ,  m i g r a t i o n ' s  c h i e f  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  was n e g a t i v e :  The c o n t i n e n t  s h i p p e d  o u t  many more  

m i g r a n t s  t h a n  i t  t o o k  i n ,  a n d  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  o u t - m i g r a n t s  w e r e  

p r o l e t a r i a n  ( f0 . r  .a g e n e r a l  r ev iew ' ,  . s e e  T i  l l y  1 9 7 8 b )  . B e f o r e  1 7 5 0 .  
. . 

t h e  n e t  . o u t f l o w s  w e r e  s m a l l :  c o l o n i s t s  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a s ,  S l a v s  i n t o  . 
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c o n t i n e n t a l  A s i a . ,  t r i c k l e s  o f  s e t t l e r s  i n t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d .  w i t h  . t h e  a c c e l e r a t i n g  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  l a t e r  

e i g h y e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  o u t - m i g r a . t i o n  s p e e d e d  up  a s  w e l l .  A p l a u s i b l e  

, e s t i r n . a t <  f o r  - t h e  p e r i o d  f rom'  1 8 0 0  t o  ~ o ' r l d  War I is a  n e t  l o s s  o f  

. . 
, 50 m i l l  i o n  E u r o p e a n s  t o  e x t r a c o n t i n e n t a i  m i g r a t i o n .  B e f o r e  1900,,  

t h o s e  o u t - m i g r a n - t s  . came  d i ~ p r o p o ~ t i o n a t e . 1 ~  f  r o m ' t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  

Fr0.m 1 8 4 6  t o  1 8 9 0 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  48 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
. . . . 

E u r o p e a n  o u t - m i g r a n t s  came f r o m  E n g l a n d ,  S c o t l a n d ,  W a l e s ,  . o r  

I r e l a n d  ( ~ o s f n s k i  1 9 7 0 :  5 7 ) .  The l o s s  o f  m i g r a n t s  was e q u i v a l e n t  

t o  a  f i f t h  o r  a  s i x t h  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  e n t i r e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  

~ o s t  o f  t h o s e  m i l l i o n s  w e r e  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  A p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h e  

t r a n s a t l a n t i c  m i g r a t i o n  was t h e  o u t £  l o w  f r o m  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

T o u r o u v r e - a u - P e r c h e  ( C h a r b o n n e a u  1 9 7 4 ) .  The r o u g h l y  300 m i g r a n t s  

f r o m  T o u r o u v r e  a n d  v i c i n i t y  a n d  t h e i r  n u m e r o u s  d e s c e n d a n t s  p l a y e d  

a  m a j o r  p a r t  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Quebec .  Labor  r e c r u i t e r s  

i n t e r v e n e d  i n  a  l o c a l  b u t  v e r y  a c t i v e  s y s t e m  o f  m i g r a t i o n ,  i n  

w h i c h  w a g e - l a b o r e r s  a l r e a d y  p r e d o m i n a t e d .  The r e c r u i t e r s  d r e w  a  

h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  young men i n  t h e i r  t w e n t i e s ,  m o s t  o f  them 

a p p a r e n t l y  s e r v a n t s  and  d a y - l a b o r e r s .  I n  C a n a d a ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  

t h e i r  g r a n t s  o f  l a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  them o u t  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  I n  

t h e  E u r o p e a n  r e c k o n i n g ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  amounted  t o  a  l o s s  o f  a  

f ew h u n d r e d  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  

Or t a k e  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t - d o c u m e n t e d  f l o w s  a f t e r  1 8 0 0 :  f r o m  
. . 

Denmark . t o  A m e r i c a  ( H v i d t  1 9 7 5 ) .  De 'nmark ' s -  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

Demographic .  Or i g i n , s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  7 4  
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. p o p u l a t i o n  r a n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  two miI . l i :on p e o p l e .  T h a t  s m a l l  

. . c o u n t r y  s e n t  a l m o s t  300 t h o u s a n d  m i g r a n . t s  t o  Illor t h  Amer'ica be tween  

1840.  'and 1 9 1 4 .  i '  The b u l k  o f  . t h e  m i g r a n t s  w e r e  . s e r v a n t s ,  
. . 

w a g e - l a b o r 6 r s  and . . o t h e r  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  The i d e a l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
. . 

. . 

e m i g r a t i o n  s e e m  t o ' h a v e  b e e n  young  p e o p l e  who had a l r e a d y  made t h e  

. move f r o m  f a r m s  'and v i l . l a g e s  . t o  a  . n e a r b y ,  ' s low-moving r e g i o n a : l  
. . .  , . 

c e n t e y r .  Many - p r o b a b l y  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  -- -moved w i t h i n  

c h a i n s  o f  f r i e n d s ,  n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d  k insmen  who k e p t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  Amer ican  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f l o w i n g  b a c k  t o  Denmark, and who 

11elpe.d t h e  m i g r a n t s  f i n d .  t h e  p a s s a g e -  money, j o b s ,  a n d  h o u s i n g .  
. .  . 

The d h a i n s  a l s o  :made.  i t ' e a s i e r  f o r  t h o s e  w h d - d i s l i k e d  America  t o  

r e t u r n  home; a l m o s t  l0FJ t h o u s a n d  e m i g . r a n t s  w e n t  back  , t o  Denmark. 

. . B u t  t h e i r  main e f f e c t  was t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  f l o w  o f  e m i g r a n t s  f rom 

Denmark. . T h e i . r  d . en iograph ic  c o n - s e q u e n c e  was a .  n e t  l o s s  o f  some 2110 

t h o u s a n d  . . D a n i s h  p . r o l e t a r i a n s . .  
. . 

. . 
~ i g r a t i o n  a l s o  i n f l u e n c k d  t h e  g r o w t h .  o f  t h e  . ' 

i n d i r e c t l y .  t h r o u g h  i t s  e , E f e c t  o n  s o c i a l  - m o b i l i t y  a n d  n a t u r a l  ' .  
i n c r e a s e .  One o f .  t h e  mos t  v a l u a b l e  b y - p r d d u c t s  o f  r e c e n t  ' ~ u r o ~ e a n  

h i s t o r i c a l  d e m o g r a p h y  h a s  b e e n  t h e '  a c c u m u l a t i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  h i g h  

m o h i ' l i t y  l e v e ' l s .  b e ' f o f e  t h e  p e r i o d :  o f  ' l a r g e - s c a l e  . i n d u s - -  

t r i a l  i z a t i o n ' .  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  a n  immobi le  p r e i n d u s t r i a l  

w o r l d ,  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  ' many d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  .of . ~ u r o ~ e  t u r n  up  

~ i l : l a ' ~ e  a f t e r  v i l l a g e  w i t h  a n n u a l  m i g r a t i o n  r a t e s  o f  10  p e r c e n t  o r  
. . 

more ( e . g .  B u k a t z s c h  1 9 5 1 ,  c o r n w a l l  1 9 6 7 ;  E r i k s s o n  & ~ o ~ 6 t - k  1 9 7 0 ,  
. . . . 

. . Hammer 1-9'76, H o l I i n g s w o r t h  1 9 7 1 ,  - M a r t i n i u s  1 9 6 7 ,  P a t t e n  1 9 7 3 ,  
. . . .. 

. .  . 
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P o u s s o u  1 9 7 4 ,  S a b e a n  1 9 7 . 1 ) .  A m e r i c a n s  o'f t h e  ' l a s t  c e n t u r y  h a v e  ' 

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s '  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  m o b i l e  b e c a u s e  i n  ' t h e  a v e r a g e  

y e a r  ab .out  20 p e r c e n t  o f .  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c h a n g e d  r g s i d e n c e  -- and a  

g r e a t  many o f  them h a v e  moved w i t h i n  t h e  s a m e  communi ty .  
. . 

C o m p a r a b l e  l e v e l s  o f  m o b i l i t y  a r e  s h o w i n g  up  i n  ,many p a r t s  o f  

E u r o p e  b e f o r e  m a s s i v e  i n . d u s t r  i ' a l  i z a t i o n .  
. . 

T h a t  h i g h  p r e i n d u s t r i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e q u i r e s  s e v e r a l  

q u a l i f  i c a t i - o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h a t  e a r l i e r  E u r o p e  was n o t  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  

i n  a n y  s t r i c t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m .  D i s p e r s e d ,  s m a l l - s c a l e  - 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  r u r a l  a n d  s m a l l - t o w n  

l i f e ,  o c c u p y i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h a r e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  l e a ~ t  

p a r t - t i m e .  P e o p l e  w o r k i n g  i.n s m a l l - s c a 1 . e -  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  a  
. . 

r e l a t i v e l y  m o b i l e  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  They a l s o  c o m p r i s e d  

a n  i m p o r t a n t  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a t .  S e c o n d ,  mos t  

o f  t h e  moves w e r e  q u i t e  l o c a l .  They c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  o f  

e x c h a n g e s  o f  l a b o r  among n e a r b y  v i l l a g e s ,  and  o f  a  s m a l l  c i t y ' s  

r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  y o u n g s t e r s  f r o m  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  h i n t e r l a n d .  T h i r d ,  

t h e  mos t  : ac t ive  m i g r a n t s  w e r e  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  P r o l e t a r i a n i z ' a t i o n  

i t s e l f  p r o d u c e d  m i g r a t i o n ,  a s  when a  h o u s e h o l d  d i s p l a c e d  b y  

e n c l o s u r e s  l e f t  t h e  l a n d  o r  when a n  e x t r a  c h i l d  o f  a  p e a s a n t  

. . 
f a m i l y  t r u d g e d  o f f  - t o  work a s  a  m e r c e n a r y  s o l d i e r  o r  d o m e s t i c  

s e r v a n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  w o r k e r  had t h e  l e a s t  t o  t i e  

him - t o  , a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l i t y ,  t h e  g r e ' a t e s t ,  i n c e n t i v e  t o  f o l l o w  

. . t h e  s c e n t  o f  b e t t e r  w a g e s  i n t o  a  new l a b o r  m a r k e t .  The l o c a l  

a u t h o i i t i e s  'of s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  . t h e  

Demograph ic  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  , P r o l e t a r i a t :  76  
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. . 

-. e v e r - p r e s e n t  wand.erer .s  a s .  p o t e n t i a l  w o i k e r s  i n  good times, b u t -  

" v a g r a n t s "  i n  bad t . imes .  ( S l a c k  - 1 9 7 4 ) .  I'n good t i m e s  o r  b a d ,  t h e y  

. w e r e  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  

. . 

L o n g - d i s t a n c e  m i g r a t i o n  ' p r o b a b l y  became - a n  - i n c r e a s i n g l y  

'comrnon - c o n t e x t .  oE p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  . d u r i n g  t h e .  . . n i n e t e e ' n t h  '. 
. . 

c e n t u r y .  , - A v e r a g e  d i s t a n c e s  moved i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  d e f i n i t , i v e n e s s  o f  
. . , . . . 

d e p a r t u r e  f r o m .  home p r o b a b l y  i n c r e a s e d  a s  w e l l ,  and  t h e .  g r o w t h  in,  

. s c a l e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  d i m i n i s h e d  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a n  e x p a n d i n g  

. f i r m  c o u l d  d r a w  i t s  new w o . r k e r s ' . .  f r o m  i ts .  r e g i o n ' s  e x i s t i n g  ' , 

p . r ; l e t a r i a n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a s  A b e l  ~ h s t e l a i n  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e  

i n n u m e r a b l e  c i r c u i t s  o f  s e a s o n a l  m i g r a t i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  p e o p l e  

t o  l e a d  a  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  

- .  
.-, f i n a l l y  began  t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Two 

o p p o s i t e  movements  -- s h o r t - d i s t a n c e  commuting and  d e f i n i t i v e  

l o n g - d i s t a n c e  m i g r a t i o n  - - '  began  . r e p l a c i n g .  them.  , N e v e r t h e l e s s i  

. . . # .  . 
. )'.. . . . , .  . . . 

e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  new. i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r  f o r c e ,  
. . . 

came l a r g e l y  f r o m  s m a l l  towns  and  r u r a l  a r e a s  i n  which  s m a l l - s c a l e  

i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  was d e c l i n i n g  ( s e e ,  e . g . ,  Braun 1 9 6 5 ,  

K e l l e n b e n z  1 9 7 5 ,  L e q u i n  1 9 7 7 ,  L .  T i l l y  1 9 7 3 ) .  I f  s o ,  s m a l l  t o w n s  

. and  r u r a l  a r e a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  . a s  i m p o r t , a n t  ~ a ' ~ - s t a t i o n s  on  

t h e  - . road  t o .  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  . . 

. . The  p a t t e r n " o f .  p r o l e t a r i a n  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  

. , 

'way s o c i a l -  m o b i l i t y  a n d .  n a t u r a l  i n r e a s e  p e r f o r m e d  a s  ~ o m - ~ o n e n t  o f  

: ' t h e  p r p ' l e t a r i a t ' s  g r o w t h .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  we1 1 - e s t a b l i s h e d  f l o w s  

o.f m i g r a n t s  p r o b a b l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  p r o 1 . e t a r  i a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  .. 
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population in two ways. First, it helped produce a. whole series 

of intermediate positions between 'the full artisan o r  peasant and 

. . t h e  ful'l proletarian -- the Alpi-ne peasant who walked off to be a 
peddler i n  the- winter, the weaver who followed. the harvest in the 

I fall , and so on (see Chatelain 1976 for multiple examples) . 
I . -  . - 

1 . .  ~kmporary expedients imperceptibly became a proletarian life. 1 ': . . 

1. 
I 

Second, the existence of well-established migratory flows withdrew i 
the proletarianizing populations from the communities in which 

they had rights and solidarity, and placed them in communities in 

which they had neither. 

If the choice had been sharper and more dramatic in either 

regard, one might suppose that the proletarians would have 

resisted their fate with greater determination and effectiveness. 

When the choice was sharp and the proletarianizing populations 

were still embedded in their communities, they did often fight 

back against expropriation. They fought by attacking others who 

were seizing control of:the means of production. They also fought 

by adopting family strategies that limited the strain on household 

resources: strategies of late marriage, low fertility, regrouped 

inheritance, and so on. That fight against proletarianization 

pervades eighteenth-century peasant struggles against enclosures 

and alienation of common rights, nineteenth-century artisanal 

, - . struggles against work discipline, twentieth-century winegrowers' 

. struggles against big producers. It was a losing battle, but . . 

. . 
. .  .- pas~ionate.1'~ fought.. 
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W e i g h i n g  t h e  Componen ts  
. . 

Anyone w h o  h a s  w a t c h e d  how t h e  e v i d e n c e  h a s  l e a k e d  i n t o  and  

o u t  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l :  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I am i n  no p o s i , t i o n  t o  

e s t i m a t e s  .of 
. . 

t h e  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  . . 
p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  

' h o l d  w a . t e r .  F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  r e f o c u s i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  however  , we 

. .  . may a s  w e l l  s p e c u l a t e  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  w e i g h t s  o f  s o c i a l  

m o b i l i t y ,  n a t u r a l  ' i n c r e a s e ,  and n e t  m i g r a t i o n .  Remember f i r s t  t h e  . 

a p p r o x i m a t  i o n s  
. . t h e  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a t ' s  s i z e .  m i l l i o n s ,  

- t h e  numbers  r u n :  
1 

. 

i . . 

t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  

n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  .: 

p r o l e t a r i a n s  

. . 

, .  member a l s o  t h a t  t h e  l i k e l i  e f f e c t  o f  n e t  m i g r a t i o n  on t h e  . .  . 

p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t . i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  was  a  s m a l l  l o s s  b . e f o r e  

' , l 8 0 0 ,  a n d a  l a r g e  l o s s  -- on t h e  o r d e r  o f  50' m i l l i o n  -- d u r i n g  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I f  w e  s e t  t h e  l o s s  f rom 1 5 0 0  t o  1800  a t  a  

m o d e s t  1 0  m i l l i o n  ( a  mere  3 3  t h o u s a n d  p e r  y e a r )  and  r e t a i n  t h e  

e s t i m a t e  o f  50 m i l l i o n  f o r  1800-1900,  w e  a r r i v e  a t  g u e s s e s  o f  t h e  

a m o u n t s  o f  c h a n g e  a t t r i b u t a b l e '  t o  t h e  sum o f  s o c i a l  m o b i l ' i , t y  and  

n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e :  

150a-1800  18.00-1900 
. . .  

t o t a ' l  p o p u l a t i o n  +10.4 ( 0 . 3 )  
. . +185 ( 0 . 8 )  
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non-pro ' l -e ta : r  i a n s  . ' 

p r o l e t a r i a n s  . . 

( T h e  f i g u r e s  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  r e p r e ' s e n t  t h e  i m p l i e d  a n n u a l  r a t e s  o f  

g r o w t h . )  F o r  t h e  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  f r o m  1 5 0 0  t o  1 8 0 0 ,  t h e  f i g u r e s  

i n d i c a t e  a  m i l d  i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  t h e y  i n d i c a t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  b o t h  c a t e g o r i e s ,  

w i t h  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  g r o w i n g  a l m o s t  twice a s  f a s t  a s  t h e  

n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  

I m a g i n e  a  n o n - p r o l e t a r  i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  z e r o  n a t u r a l  

i n c r e a s e :  a  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  s i m p l y  r e p r o d u c e d  i t s e l f  o v e r  t h e  

f o u r  c e n t u r i e s  u n d e r  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h a t  would  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

t h e  m o d e l s  o f  p e a s a n t  a n d  a r t  i s a n a l  d e m o g r a p h i c  b e h a v i o r  r e v i e w e d  

e a r l i e r .  Wi th  z e r o  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  f i g u r e s  would  i m p l y  t h a t  a )  t h e  n e t  i n c r e a s e  o f  11 

m i l l i o n  n o n - p r o ' l e t a r i a n s  b e t w e e n  1 5 0 0  and 1 8 0 0  was e n t i r e l y  d u e  t o  

s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  o u t  o f .  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ;  b )  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

p r o l e t a r i a t  a d d e d  104 m i l l i o n  v i a  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e ,  and  l o s t  11 

m i l l i o n  o f  them t o  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .  T h o s e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e ,  t o  

t h e  l e a s t ,  ' u n c o n v e n t i o n a l .  F o r  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  

same a s s u m p t i o n  o f  z e r o  n a t u r a l  i n c r , e a s e  ainong n o n - p r o l e t a r  i a n s  

. . wsuld s u g g e s t  a n  e v e n  more s u r p r i s i n g  p a i r o f  c o n c l u s i o n s :  t h a t  c )  

, f r o m  1 8 0 0  t o  1 9 0 0  t h e  n e t  ? f f e c t  o f  s o c i a l  rnob i ! l i ty  was n o t  t o  

c r e a t e ,  m a s s i v e  ' n u m b e r s  o f  new p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  b u t  t o  move 35 m i l l i o n  

p e p l e  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n t o  n o n - p r o l e t a r  i a n  p o s i t  i o n s ;  d )  

Demograph ic  Or i , g i n s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t , :  8 0  



: t h e  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f .  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s .  on t h e  

o r d e r  o f  1 8 5  m i l l i o n  people- :  a b o u t  1.1 p e r c e n t  p e r  y e a r  o v e r  t h e  

c e n t u r y  . as  a  whole .  
, . 

~ 6 t e  t h a t  we a r e  imag in ing  n - e t e f f e c t s .  For example ,  a  n e t  . - 
g a i n  of  11 . m i l l i o n -  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  v i a  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  ' c o u l d  

. . 
e a s i l y  mean t h a t  25 . m i l l i o n  p r o l e t a r i a n s  moved i n t o  

n o n - p r o . l e t a r i a ~  p o s i t i o n s  w h i l e  1 4  m i l l i o n  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  moved 
b .  

i n t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  ~ i k e w i s e ,  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t r a n s f e r  

from p r o l e t a r i a t  t o .  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a t  c o u l d  r e s u l t  f  rorn, say , '  60 

m i l l i o n  moves o u t  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  b a l a n c e d  by 25 m i l l i o n  moves 

i n t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  From a  t e c h n i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew ,  t h e r e  is 
. . 

: n o t h i n g  i m p l a u s i b l e  a b o u t  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  

f i g u r e s s u g g e s t ;  f o r  example. ,  an a v e r a g e  c r u d e  b i r t h  r a t e .  o f  35 

c o u p l e d  t o  a n  a v e r a g e  c r u d e  d e a t h  r a t e  o f  2 4  would p roduce  t h e  

s o r t  o f  , n a t u r . a l  i n c r e a s e  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  p r o l e t a r i a n s  i n  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  .. . . 

For t h e  s a k e  o f  a  c o n t r a s t i n g  a rgumen t ,  l e t  u s  imagine  e q u a l  

r a t e s .  o f  n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e  among p r o l e t a r i a n s  and n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s .  
. . 

The r a t e s  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  a r e  e q u a l  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  r a t e s  o f  

g rowth  of  t h e  t o t a l  European p o p u l a t i o n  p l u s  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  r a t e :  

0 . 4  p e r c e n t  p e r  y e a r  ' from 1500 t o  1800 ,  0 . 8  p e r c e n t  p e r  y e a r  from 

180.0 t o .  1900 . .  A g a i n ,  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  a c c e p t a b l e  - from . 

. . 
. a  s t r i c t l y  t e c h n i c a l  p o i n t  o f  view.  Under t h e .  a s s u m p t i o n  of  e q u a l  . 

. . 
n a t u r a l  i n c r e a e ,  o u r  g e n e r a l  f i g u r e s  imply.  an  a c c o u n t i n g  of  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r :  a )  t h a t  between 1,500 ,and 1800  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  

. . 

~ e m o ~ r a ~ h i c  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  European P r o l e t a r i a t  : 8'1, 

, . . . 



Table 4. Components o'f Growth in the Total, Non-Proletarian and Proletarian 
Population of Europe, 1500-1900, under ~lternative Assumptions (millions of people) 

. . . . total non-proletarian proletarian 

. . number in 1500. 5 6 39 17 

- . number in 1800 
. . 

' . 150 5 0 ' 100 

. .  
estimate of net migration, 1500-1800 - 1.0 0 -10 

estimated sum-of social~mobility, natural 
. ', increase; 1500-1800 +lo4 

implied annual. percent increase 

natural' increase,under Zero Hypothesis 
. . 

social mobility under Zero Hypothesis 0 +11 -11 

natur.al increase under Equal Hypothesis +I04 +7 2 +3 2 

social mobility under Equal Hypothesis 0 -61 +61 

number in 1900 

change, 1800-1900 

_estimate of net migration, 1800-1900 -50 0 -50 

estimated sum of social mobility,, natural 
increase, 1800-1900 +I85 

implied annual percent increase 

natural increase under Zero Hypothesis +I85 0 +I85 

social mobility under Zero Hypothesis 0 +35 -35 

natural increase under Equal Hypothesis +I85 +62 +I23 

. . .  soaial mobility under Equal Hypothesis 0 

Zero Hypothesis: Non-proletarians have O.natural..increase (fertility.= mortality)' 

Equal Hypothesis:  on-proletarians and proletarians .have equal rates of 
natural increase ( = rate of increase of total population, net of migration). 



. . h a d  . .a  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  72  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d  b y  

. s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  p r . o l e t a r i . a t  . . bf  6 1  m i l l i o n ;  b )  t h a t  i n  t h e  
. .. 

same ' p e r i o d  p r o . ' l e t a r  i a n s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  n a t u r a l  ,. i n c r e a s e  o f  ' 32 

m i l l i o n  . p e o p l e ,  r e c e i v e d  6 1  m i l l i o n  newcomers .  v i a  s o c i a l  
I 

. . 

m o b i l i t y ,  and  l q s t  1 0  m i l l i o n  t h r o u g h  m i g r a t i o n  f rom E u r o p e ;  c )  

t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t ' u f y  t h e  . n o n - p r o l e t a r  i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  
. . . . 

a d d e d  6 2  m i l  l i o n  peep-le t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e ,  a n d  lost 27 

- . m i l l i o n .  t o  s - o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ;  ' d )  t h a t  d u r i n g  ' t h e  same c e n t u r y  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  a u g m e n t e d  i t s  2 7 - m i l l i o n - p e r s o n  g a i n  f r o m  s o c i a l  

m o b i l i t y  w i t h  a  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 2 3  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  b u t  

e x p o r t e d  50 m i l l i o n  o f  i t s  members o v e r s e a s .  

We h a v e ,  t h e n ,  two e x t r e m e  m o d e l s :  o n e  w i t h  z e r o  n a t u r a l  

. . ' . i n c r e a s e  f o r  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  
. . 

. . e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  s a m e -  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  a s  p r o l e t a r i a n s .  The Z e r o  

I n c r e a s e  mode l  s u g g e s t s  s o m e ,  depa ' r tu . r .e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s  f rom t h e  
. . 

- ' p r o l e t a r ' i a t  b e f o r e  1 8 0 0 ,  a  m a s s i v e  movement o u t  o f  t h e  p r ' o l e t a r i a t '  
. . 

. . d u r i n g  ' t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . ;  The Same 1 n . c r e a s e  model  s u g g e s t s ' a  
. . 

' h u g e  t r a n s f e r  o f  n o n - p r ' o l e t a r i , a n s  i n t o ' .  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  b e f o r e  

1880 ;  and  a more m o d e s t  t r a n s f e r  i n  t h e  s a m e . ' d . i r e c t i o n  f rom 1800  

, .  . 

~ i g u r e .  3 i o c a t e s  t h e .  Z e r o  a n d  E,qual h y p o t h e s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

r a n g e  o f  l i . k e l y  - c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  and. s o c i a l  
. . 

m o b i l i t y .  U s i n g  F i g u r e ,  3 ,  .we.  c a n  ' c o n s t r u c t  a n y  number o f  o t h e r  

. h y p o t h e ' s e s .  Y e t  t h e  g r a p h  makes  c l e a r  t h a t  i f  my a s s u m p t i o n s  
. . .  

, a b o u t  . n e t  m i g r a t i o n  and a b o u t  t h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f .  i n c r e a s e ' . i n  t h e  

. . 

D e m o g r a p i ~ i c  ' O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  8 2  



Figure 3 .  Proletarian Rate'of In-Mobility and Non-Proletarian Rate of' 
Natural: Increase as a .Function .of Proletarian Rate of Natural 
~ncrease. f o r  Europe as a Whole, 1500-1800 and 1800-1900 

: (All rates in.percent change per year.) 



p r d l e t a r i a t  . . a r e .  c o r y e c t ,  p l a u s . i b l e  h y p o k h e s e s .  a 1  1  l i e  w i t h i n  a .  

f a i r l y  na . r row r a n g e .  The Z e r o  ~ ~ ~ o t h e s i s ,  a s  t h e  g r a p h  . shows ,  

. . . .mar'ks . a n  e x t r e m e ;  i t  r e q u i r - e s  e x c e p t i o n a l .  r a t e s  o f  p r o ' l e t a r ' i a n  
. . 

. n a t u r a l '  i n c r e a s e  a n d  o f  m o b i ' l i t y  o u t  of  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t . ,  .. 

e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1 8 0 0 .  The E q u a l  H y p o t h e s i s  p o s i t i o n s  i t s e l f  on 

more p l a u s i b l e  t e r r a i n .  B e f o r e  1 8 0 0 ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  a  v e r y  

h i g h  r a t e  o f  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t :  a b o u t  0 . 5  
I 

. p e r c e n t  p e r  . y e a r .  I f  w e  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  - c o n t e m p l a t e  e v e n  h i g h e r  

r a t e s  - o f  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  t h e .  g r a p h  s h o w s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  i. 
t r u l y  e x t r e m e  h y p o t h e s i s :  t h a t  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  

1 r a n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a h e a d  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e .  
! 

The r e a l i t y  and  a l l  u s e f u l  m o d e l s  o f  i t  l i e  b e t w e e n  t h e  two 

e x t r e m e s .  We c o u l d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e a s o n a b l y  a r g u e  t h a t  n a t u r a l  

i n c r e a s e  d e c l i n e d  e a r l i e r  among n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  t h a n  among 
1- 

p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  and  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d . . t h e r e f o r e  s h i f t  f r o m  t h e  Same 

I n c r e a s e  model  - t o w a r d  t h e  ze ro '  1 : n c r e a s e  mode l  a s  time moves on; 

t h a t  s u g g e s ' t s ,  however . ,  a  z i g z a g : .  huge  moves  i n t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  

b e f o r ' e  1 8 0 0 ,  l a r g e  moves o u t  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  b e t w e e n  1 8 0 0  and 

1 9 0 8 .  U n c o n v e n t i o n a l ?  Yes .  A b s u r d ?  P e r h a p s .  Y e t  t h a t  v e r y  

.. . a b s u r d i t y  h a s  i t s  v a l u e .  . F o r  i t  c l e a r s  t h e  way t o  t h e  . r e a l  

c h a l l e n g e :  t o  f a s h i o n  t h e s e  c r u d e  e s t i m a t e s  and f r a g i l e  m o d e l s  

i n t o  g . e n u i n e  . p o r . t . r a y a l s  o f .  t h e  p r o 1 e ' t a r i a t l . s .  g r o w t h .  . The 

s p e c u l ' a t i v e  r e a s o n i n g  . w e  h a v e  j u s t  , g o n e  t h r o u g h  a c t u a l l y  i m p o s e s  

s e r  i o u s ' - : c o n s t r a i n t s  on t h o s e  po-r t r a y a l s . .  F o r  ' i n s t a n c e :  
.. . 

1 .  B y  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e .  a r g u m e n t ,  n a t b r a l  i n c r e a s e  m u s t  h a v e  . '  
. . p l a y e d  t h e  maj'or ' r o l e  i n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

. . 

. . 
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- . 
p r o ; l . e t a r i a . t  s i n c e  1 5 0 0 ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  1800.  

T h u s  

2 .  W e l l - g r o u n d e d  e s t i m a t e s  o f  f e r t i l i t y ,  m o r t a l i t y ,  a n d  
t h e i r  t r e n d s  among s p e c i f i c  E u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  w i l l  s e t  
s e r i o u s  l i m i t s  on t h e  p a r t  t h a t  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  c o u l d  
h a v e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  
p o p u l a t i o n s ;  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n s  and t r e n d s  
a r e  s i m i l a r  f rom o n e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t h e y  w i l l  s e t  
l i m i t s  on t h e  p o s s i b l e  r o l e  o f  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  
g r o w t h  o f  t h e  w h o l e  E u r o p e a n  p r o l e t a r i a t .  

3 .  E a r l i e r  , . I s k e t c h e d  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n s  
t e n d  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  f e r t i l i t y  t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
l a n d  and  c a p i t a l ,  w h i l e  p r o l e t a r i a n s  a d j u s t  t h e i r  
f e r t i l i t y  t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w a g e s .  T h a t  a r g u m e n t  
c a n  b e  v e r i f i e d ,  m o d i f i e d ,  and  r e f i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n s .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  
a p p l i e s  i n  a  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  Z u r o p e ,  i t  l i m i t s  
t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  w e  c a n  p l a u s i b l y  make c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
t r e n d s  i n  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  among p r o l e t a r i a n  and  
n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n '  p o p u l a t i o n s  f r o m  1 5 0 0  t o  1 9 0 0 .  

r e a s o n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  b r o a d  t r e n d s  f o r  E u r o p e  a s  a  w h o l e  
. . . .  . . 

.:, ; .;$i:$-$ii~'r : . r : ; 1 3 : ~ . . z t i T  .: i f  ies-  w h a t  s o r t ' s  o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  we n e e d  t o  draw. 'from t h e  l o c a l  
. , 2.: !!!:v:.. ., . . , .... . ..;4 -.--.- r . . .. ..-r -.- . - .. i.),*--:..- . . 

. . , .. ;'i,<;j?<t"d.ies ' .), ,.-. -yr. *-. o f  d e m o g r a p h i c  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  now p r o 1  i f e r a t i n g .  
. , . -  .... . . s < : x - ,  --,. .. . . 

. .... ... ;c,:,:< *,; .' . <.,.-, .-. . 

L e t  m e  s t r e s s  t h a t  o u t c o m e .  The n u m b e r s  w i t h  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  

, , , b e e n  w o r k i n g  a r e  t e m p o r a r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  u s e f u l  m a i n l y  a s  s h e l t e r  
*,, 1%'- . . 
. - -. - 

- ' w h i l e  w e  c a t c h  o u r  b e a r i n g s :  I n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  
.L .. - - . :  .t . ,- . . . 
- . r j ; i thk tand  t . h e  h i s t o r i c a l  w i n d .  Two s o r t s .  o f  new b u i l d i n g  a r e  . .  . . . . 

e s s e n t i a l .  F i r s t ,  t h e  b r o a d  e s t i m a t e s  m u s t  b e  v e r i f i e d ,  r e v i s e d ,  

a n d  r e f i n e d .  Even i f  t h e  n u m b e r s  I h a v e  p r o p o s e d  w e r e  p r e c i s e  .and 

r e l i a b l e ,  t h e y  . .would l e a v e  ' u s  f a r  f rom t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  w e .  

a r e  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  Most  p r e s s i n g  i s  t h e  need  t o  s p e c i f y  

. . t h e  a c t u a l .  f l o w s  i n f o  and  o u t :  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i4hich . l e a v e  t h e  - . 
. . 

' I  . n e t  e f f e c t s -  we h a v e  . .be .en  . d i s c u s s i n g .  How many p e o p l e ,  f o r  

e x a n : p l e , ,  s p e n t  t h e i r  l i v e s  s t r a d d l i n g  t h e  l i n e .  betwe'en p r o l e t a r i a n  

. Dem0gra .ph . i~  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P r o l e t a r i a t :  8.4 



. . 
. ' . '  a n d  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  . e x i s t e n c e  b y  a l t e r n a t i n g  b e t w e e n  wage  l a b o r .  

. . 

an'd i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o d u c t i o n ?  How many .. p r o l e t a r i a n .  e m i g r a n t s  
. . 

a c t u a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  r e c u r r e n t  m i g r a n t  d r e a m :  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  

c a p i t a l  a t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n s ,  t h e n  r e t u r n  home a s  p e a s a n t s ,  

a r t i s a n s ,  r e n t i e r s ,  o r  c a p i t a l i s t s ?  

S e c o n d  , ' ' t h e .  . s h a r p  . d i s t i n c t i o n s  among m i g r a t i o n ,  n a t u r a l  - 

1 i n c r e a s e  a n d  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  h a v e  t o  g i v e  way. We 

m u s t  e x a m i n e  t h e i r  c o m b i n a t  i o n s  and i n t e r a c t  i o n s .  How o f  t e n  w e r e  

3 t e  p e o p l e  who made t h e  l i f e t i m e  rnove . f rom n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  t o  

p r o l e t a r i a n  h o u s e h o l d s  " e x t r a "  c h i l d r e n  o f  p e a s a n t s  and  a r t i s a n s ,  

t h u s  i n  some s e n s e  c r e a t u r e s  o f  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e ?  How f r e q u e n t l y  

d i d  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  o c c u r  a s  a c o r r e l a t e  o r  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  

i l o n g - d i s t a n c e  m i g r a t i o n ?  Was e x c l u s i o n  o f  s q u a t t e r s  a n d  t e n a n t s  

f r o m  comon r i g h t s ,  and  t h u s  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  p o t e n t  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z e r  i t  i e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n ?  For  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s ,  more  
. I  

r e l i a b l e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  g r o w t h  a t  a c o n t i n e n t a l  
r 

s c a l e  w i l l  be o f  l i t t l e  h e l p .  We n e e d  p r e c i s e ,  t e x t u r e d  l o c a l  

3 
2 

a n a l y s e s .  

d 
1 C o n c l u s i o n s  

I n  h a c k i n g  o u t  t h e  c o n t o u r s  o f  t h i s  m a s s i v e  p r o b l e m ,  t h e n ,  I 

I 
h a v e  n e g l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  g r a c e f u l  r e f i n e m e n t s  t h a t  make t h e  p r o b l e m  

i 

1 i n t e r e s t i n g .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  d e  t a  i'l e d  t i m e t a b l e  o f  
\ 
i p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  m a t t e r s  a  good d e a l .  C o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  and  
t 
I a g r i c u l t u r a l  w a g e - l a b o r  seem t o  h a v e  e x p a n d e d  much more r a p i d l y  i n  
1 

t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h a n  

Demograph ic  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  ~ u r ' o ~ e a n  ' ~ r o 1 e t a . r  i a t :  85  
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. .  . . . 
before : .  Yet t h e r e  w a s  a  good d e a l  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  i n  , , 

. . 
Euro'pe du r . i ng  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Is i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  d u r i n g  . . 

. . 

t h e  . s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p e a s a n t s ,  . a r t i s a n s ,  and o t h e r  

n o n - p r o 1 e t a ; r i a n s  i n c r e a s e d  moe r a p i d l y  , t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
. . 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  : a n d  t h a t .  i t  " w a s  t h e r e f o r e  a  c e n t u r y  o f  de- - 

. . .  : . p r o 1 e t a r . i a n ' i z a . t  i o n ?  

 he gebgraphy  of  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  l i k e w i s e  c r i e s ' o . u t  f o r  

a t t e n t i o n . ,  A t  - a  .minimum we.  need c o n t r a s t s .  among t h e  l e g a l  

e n s e r f m e n t  o f  e s s e n t i a l l y  l a n d l e s s  l a b o r e r s  on t h e  l a r g e  e s t a t e s  

Eu rope ,  t 'he 

l a b o r  f o r c e  i n  Eng land ,  

and c a s h - c r o p  fa rme ' r s  

c r e a t i o n  l e g a l - l  y  p r o l e t a r i a n  

and t h e  emergence  o f  1andown.ing p e a s a n t s  

i m p o r t a n t  p a r t s  w e s t e r n  Europe.  

F i n a l l y ,  an h i s t o r i c a l l y  u s e f u l  p o r t r a y a l  c a n n o t  s t o p  w i t h  

- t h e  t a b u l a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  mobi l i t y ,  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e ,  and n e t  

m i g r a t i o n  a s  s e p a r a t e  components .  I t  m u s t  s p e c i f y  t h e i r  

i n t e r p l a y .  A l l  t h i s  r e q u i r e s  a  more r e f i n e d  a n a l y s i s  t h a n  I have 

p r o v i d e d  h e r e .  

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  h e s i t a t i o n s , ,  and a p o l o g i e s  d u l y  r e g i s t e r e d ,  

what p roy  i s i o n a  1  c o n c l u s i o n s  'may we draw? Where d i d  t h e  Europe,an'.  

: p r o ' l e t a r i a t  come f rom? . one  answer  r e c u r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  . . 

. . 
and e v i d e n c e  0.f t h i s  p a p e r :  ~ h e r c h e z  l e  c a p ' i t a l i s t e .  The a c t i v i t y  

o f  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  n o t  t h e  a b s t r a c t  mechan ic s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h ,  

. l a y  beh ind  a l l  t h e  components  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ' s  g r o w t h .  On t h e  
. . .  . . 

s i d e  o f  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  we have  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  o.ld p r o c e s s e s  o f  
. . 

c a p i t a l i s t  e x p r o p r i a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  ' l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  t h e  
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s i m p l e s t  M a r x i s t  a c c o u n t s '  , l e a d  u s  t o  e x p e c t .  More o f t e n ,  t h e  

p i e c e - b y - p i e . c e  c o n s 0 1  i d a t  . . i o n  o f  .' . l a n d -  a n d .  ' .  c a p i t a l  b y  s m a l l  

p roduce . . r s  G r a d u a l l y  b u t  i n e x o r a b i y  edg.ed . t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  i . n t o  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t .  

I n  m i g r a t i o n ,  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t ' s  hand is g l o v e d ,  b u t  no  l e s s  

power£  u l  : To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  c a p i t a l i s t s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  e x p r o -  

p r i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  l a b o r  by t r a n s f e r r i n g  

c a p i t a l  f rom one.  . w o r k s i t e  . t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d '  t h u s  a t t r a c ' t e d  

p r o l e t e r i a n i z i n g  f l o w s '  o f  m i g r a n t s ,  t h e y  d i d  t h e  work more S u b t l y  

a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y .  
. . 

. . . . . The m o s t .  s u r p r i s i n g  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  pap'er  ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  is t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t s  i n  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e .  

P e r h a p s  t h e r e  was  some " e x o g e n o u s "  d e c l i n e  i n  m o r t a l i t y  d u e  t o  

c l i m a t i c  s h i f t s ,  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  c a r r i e r s  o f  t h e  p l a g u e ,  

and  s o  o n .  Bu t  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  n u t r i t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  

s t r o n g e s t  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  e x p l a n a t  i o n s  o f  i n v o l u n t a r y  16ng- term 

c h a n g e s :  i n  . . f e r t i l i t y  a n d  m o r t a l i t y  b e f o ' r e .  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

s u r e l y ,  d e p e n d e d  t o  a n  ' i m p o r t a n t  d e g r e e  on  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
. . 

m e : r c h a n t s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a p i  t a ' l i s t s .  And -- m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  -- 

. t h e  p a t t e r n  , o f  p r o ' l e t a r i a n  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e p o n s e  t o  ' t h e  

. avai '1ab:l  i t y  o f  wage l a b o r  rue h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  d e p e n d e d  e n t i r e l y  
. . 

o n  t h e  c a p i t . a l i s t . s "  p . r o v i s i o n  o f  emp1oyrnen.t. S p e c i a l i s t  f a r m e r s  . 

. .who o f f e r e d  work t o  d a y - l a b o r e r s  and p e t t y  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  who b u i l t  . . . . . . 

.. c o t t a g e  - i n d u s t r y  t h e r e b y  i n c i t e d  . t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n a t u r a l  

i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t . .  ~ o t  . t h a t  t h e y  p l o t t e d  t o  d o  s o ,  o r  ' . 
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ceased to condemn' the heedless breeding. of their workers. The 

. power of a syste~n like capitalism is that it does not require 

'malevol.ent, or even self-conscious, agents to do its work. 
. . 

Back at the start of this long discussion I said there were 

three steps to the appropriate sociological procedure: the 

delineation of the components of growth, the separate explanation 

of each of the components, and the integration of those 

explanations into a comprehensive account of the whole process. 

We have not, by any means, completed that entire program. Yet the 

fragmentary observations we have made point to the utility of a 

modified Marxist account of European proletarianization. The most 

important modification consists of the large significance 

attributed to natural increase within the existing proletariat. 

Marx implicitly made lifeti~ne entries of non-proletarians -- that 

is, social mobility -- the major component of the proletariat's 

increase. The modification fits nicely with that brand of Marxist 

analysis, typified by E. P. Thompson, which emphasizes the 

continuity of working-class culture from one generation to the 

next,. 

Demographic Origins of the European Proletariat: 88 



APPEWIX: The Rate of Proletarianization, its Compnents, and its Likely 
. . Determinants 

T: total. hours per year ' spent in. labor 
" .  

. . 

L: hours per year spent in labor controlling the means of production 

D: hours per year spent in dependent labor = T - L 

W: hours per year spent in labor for wages 

e: level of expropriation = D/T e: rate of change in e 

w: wage dependence = W/T G :  rate of change in w 

P: level of proletarianization = e x w 

6: rate of proletarianization = + ; - 

Determinants of Increase Determinants of Increase 
in Wage Labor in Potential Workforce 

demand for goods and services (-) demand for goods and services (+) 

cost of establishing new* opportunity cost of 
product ion units ( (+) childbearing (-) 

concentration of capital (+) existing level of prole- 
tarianization (+) 

coercive power of employers (+) natural fluctuations (+) - 

Hence Proletarianization is Likely to Occur under These Conditions: 

1. increases in the cost of establishing new producing units; 

2. concentration of ,capital; 
. . 

. . 

3. increases in the .coercive power of employers; 

4.. declines in the opportunity cost of childbearing; 
. . . .  - 

'5. previous .proletarianization. 
. . 

. . 
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