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GENERAL NOTE: I wrete the original version eof this paper as a
commentary en eighty slides shewing real events in England,
France, and North America frem 15580 teo 1983. A versien witheut
the slides lacks celer in mere senses than eone. Perhaps my
. readers can clese their eyes periedically te cenjure up images ef
precessions, street fighting, demonstratiens, and the sacking ef
wrongdeers' heuses, as suggested by the text. I enly hepe that,
having clesed their eyes, they will net find it tee difficult te

open them again.



Leoking Backward te See PForward

When Paul Lazarsfeld gave his 1950 presidential address teo
the American Asseciatien fer Public Opinien Research, he made his
topic "The Obligatiens ef the 1950 Pellster te the 1984
Histerian". 1In that characteristically wide-~ranging talk, Lazars-~
feld clesed in en a simple but impertant peint: Histerians'
explanatiens eof social behavior eften depend en imputatiens of
attitudes te crucial acters, yet they usually have weaker evidence
concerning attitudes than any other feature eof their acceunts.
The pellster eof 1958, said Lazarsfeld, being a specialist in the
systematic decumentatien ef attitudes, could greatly strengthen
the pesitien eof future histerians. "If fer a given peried we net
enly knew the standard ef 1living, but alse the distributien ef
ratings en happiness and persenal adjustment," he said, "the
dynamics ef secial <change will be much better understeed”
(Lazarsfeld 1982: 94). By 1984, Lazarsfeld thought, instead of
the censtant ebliteratien ef the past described in Geerge Orwell's
tetalitarian nightmare, we might have a kind ef secial beekkeeping
that weould integrate behaviers and attitudes inte a better
understanding of secial change. The analysis ef public epinien,
he suggested, might even become a predictive science, a science of
sentiments (Lazarsfeld 1982: 95).

A resurrected Paul Lazarsfeld weuld prebably be disappeinted




with the pregress we have made since 1950 in eur integratien ef
behaviers and attitudes as well as in eur understanding ef secial
change. Nevertheless, past surveys have, as Lazarsfeld heped,
" begun te make their way inte historians' evidence. Perhaps 1984
would be a goed year fer a fitting memerial te Paul Lazarsfeld:
Semeene should review hew well the werk ef pellsters as
beekkeepers and ef histerians as auditers has gene ever Ehe last
three er four decades. The task of this essay, hewever, is rather
different. It is te prebe the spet in histerical evidence marked
by interests, complaints, demands, and aspiratiens == by
attitudes, in a loese sense eof the word --= and see hew weak it is.

That attitudinal spet will turn eut te be semewhat teugher
than it seems. Certainly the histerical recerd centains few
reliable traces of peeople's inner dialegues, hidden fantasies,
suppressed anxieties, or unstated preferenceé. But threugh a wide
variety eof cellective actien eordinary peeple have left a trail eof
interests, cemplaints, demands, and aspiratiens that remains
visible te observers whe knew where te leook. What is mere, these
varieties of cellective action have changed deeply in recent
histery. - Anyene whe simply teek the ferms ef collective actien
with which we are familiar teday and tracked them back in time
would lese the trail some time in the nineteenth century, and

would seen find himself in strange terrain.




We now live in a werld in which the idea of a defined
aggregate set of preferences at a natienal level, a sert eof public
oepinien, makes a certain ameunt ef sense. It~makes enough sense
that newadays we can censider the epinien survey a cemplement te,
or even an alternative te, veting, petitiening, er pretesting.
However, if we push back inte the strange terrain eof western
Eurepe and Nerth America befere the middle eof the nineteenth
century, we seoen discever aneother wérld. In that werld, mest
people did net vete, petitieh, er take pesitiens en natienal
affairs in anything like the contémporary meanings of these terms.
Yet they did act together on their interests, breadcasting their
demands, ceﬁplaints, and aspiratiens in ne uncertain terms.

Let us explere briefly hew ordinary peeple in western Eurepe
and Nerth America acted together befere eour ewn time, and what
materials their actien left fer teday's histerians. Then we can
examine the changes that breught eur ewn centemperary ferms eof
collective éction inte being, censider their relatienship te the
idea of an infermed public epinion, and explore why they eoccurred.
To simplify things, my examples will ceme exclusively frem France,
Great Britain, and the United States, and mainly frem just three
cities: Paris, Lenden, and Besten. " These examples sheuld be
enough te shew that we have rich histerical material te werk with,

even in the absence eof elections, surveys, and text-preducing




secial mevements.
What Changed, and Why?

Befere the narrative, a schematic summary of the ugderlying
analysis. Any populatien has a limited reperteire éf collective
actien: alternative means of acting tegether on shared interests.
In eur time, mest peeple knew hew te participate in an electeral
campaign,.jein or form a special-interest associatien, erganize a
letter-writing drive, demenstrate, strike, held a meeting, build
an influence network, and so en. These varieties eof actien
constituté a repertoire in something 1like the theatrical ‘or
musical sense eof the werd -~- but the reperteire in questien

resembles that eof cemmedia dell'arte or jazz mere than that ef a

strictly classical ensemble. People knew the general rules eof
perfermance mere or less well, and vary the perfermance te meet
the purpese at hand. Every perfermance invelves at least tweo
parties -- an initiater and an object ef the actien.  Third
parties eften get invelved; even when they are net the ebject eof
collective actien, fer example, agents ef the state spend a geed
deal of their time moenitering, regulating, facilitating, and
repressing different serts ef collective actien.

The existing reperteire censtrains cellective actien; far
frem the image we sometimes hold ef mindless crewds, peeple tend

te act within knewn limits, te innevate at the margins of existing




ferms, and te miss many eppertunities available te them in
‘principle. That censtraint results in part frem the advantages eof
familiarity, partly frem the investment ef secend and third
parties in the established ferms ef cellective aétien. Altheugh
it may seem otherwise, even government officials and industrial
managers of eur own time generally behave as theugh they preferred
demenstratiens and strikes te utterly uncenventienal ferms ef
coellective actien.

Let me cencentrate en ‘the mere discentinueus and public ferms
of colléctive actien: striking, demonstrating, eccupying, and se
en rather than building influence netwerks er eperating
special-~interest erganizatiens. Althoeugh changes in centinueus
"and private feorms ef cellective actien have alse been prefeund,
they are harder to decument than are relatively discentinueus
public ferms. The main reasens fer that difference in
decumentation are simple and impertant: First, in most‘ of the
discentinueus and public forms ef actien the peint is te make a
statement eof seme kind. Deliberate public statements tend te
leave behind mere documentatien than other varieties of cellective
actien. Secend, autherities generally meniter and seek te centrel
discentinueus and public forms because eof their implicit claims en

the existing structure ef pewer. Hence surveillance reperts,

instructiens te spies and ceps, memoranda te interier ministers




and the like fili the archives of former autherities.

Whét de these archives tell us? Some time in the nineteenth
century, the peeple of mest western ceuntries shed the
collective~actien repertoire they had been using fer two centuries
or so, and adepted the reperteire they still use teday. The exact
timing, pace, and character ef the transfer varied frem ceuntry te
ceuntry and greup te dJgreup: generally early in England, later in
- France, later yet in Germany, and se on. In England, fer example,
distinct cellective-~actien innevatiens appeared in the 176@0s and
1770s, yet mest cellective actien teek the older forms'into the
182@s, and the really rapid transfermatien came ih the 1830s,
around the time ef the first great Referm Bill. By the later
1840s, the new reperteire clearly deminated English cellective
actien. France, on the ether hand, did net cemplete a definitive
shift te the new reperteire until the 1858s; there, the Revelutien
of 1848 provided a stimulus similar te that of the Referm
mebilizatioen in England.

What was the difference? Breadly speaking, the reperteire of
the seventeenth te nineteenth centuries held te a parechial scepe:
It addressed lecal acters er the lecal representatives of natienal
acters. It alse relied heavily en patrenage == appealing te
immediately available pewerhelders te convey grievances eor settle

disputes, temperarily acting in the place ef unworthy er inactive



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REPERTOIRE OF POPULAR COLLECTIVE ACTION

IN WESTERN EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA, ROUGHLY 1650-1850

l. people's frequent empleyment eof the autherities' nermal means
of actien, either as caricature er as a deliberate, |if
temperary, assumption ef the authorities' preregatives in the
name of the lecal cemmunity

2. commen appearance of . participants as members or
representatives of constituted corperate greups and
cemmunities rather than ef special interests

3. a tendency te appeal te pewer patrens fer redress of wrengs
and, especially, fer representatien vis h vis eutside
autherities

4. extensive use of autherized public celebratiens and assemblies
fer the presentatien of grievances and demands

5. repeated adeptien ef rich, irreverent symbelism in the ferm of
effigies, dumb shew, and ritual objects te state grievances
and demands ‘

6. cenvergence en the residences of wrengdeers and the sites of
wrongdeing, as eppesed te seats and symbels ef public pewer

EXAMPLES:

seizures of grain = "feod riets"

cellective invasiens eof ferbidden fields, forests, and
streams

destructien ef tell gates and ether barriers
attacks en machines
Rough Music, charivari, Katzenmusik/serenade

expulsiens of tax officials, fereign workers, and ether
eutsiders

tendentious heliday parades

intervillage battles

pulling dewn and sacking ef private heuses
ferced illuminatien

acting eut ef pepular judicial preceedings

turneut

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS: PAROCHIAL AND PATRONIZED



pewerhelders enly te abanden pewer ence the actien was dene. Fer
all their labeling as "riets" and "disorders", seizures of grain,

invasions eof fields, machine-~breaking and similar actiens had a
commen legic and an internal eorder.

The reperteire that crystallized in the nineteenth century
and prevails teday 1is, in géneral, mere natienal in scepe:

Altheugh available fer lecal issues and enemies, it lends itself

easily te ceordinatien ameng many lecalities. As cempared with

the eolder reperteire, its actiens are relatively autenemeus:

instead eof staying in the shadew of existing peowerhelders and.
adapting reutines sanctiened by these powerhelders, users ef the
new reperteire tend te initiate their own statements ef grievances
and demands. Strikes, demenstratiens, electeral rallies and
similar actions build, in general, en much mere deliberately-
censtructed erganizatien than used te be the case.

The secial mevement, as we knew it, came inteo being with the
new reperteire. My felleow secielogists have, alas, caused a great
deal of confusion by combining in that categery a distinctive
nineteenth~ and twentieth-=century ferm ef actien, which they kneow
well, with a miscellany ef eother religieus and pelitical actiens
ef which they have little knewledge. The social mevement censists
of a series of challenges te established authorities, especially

natienal authorities, in the name of an unrepresented




constituency. Its cencrete actiens cembine varicus elements of
the newer reperteire: public meetings, demenstratiens, marches,
strikes, and so en, coupledlwith an attempt by leaders te link the
actiens erganizationally and symbelically, as well as te bargain
with established autherities en behalf of their claimed
censtituency. Altheugh it dees net have the efficial standing of
an electeral campaign er a petitien drive, the deliberately-
organized seocial movement eccupies a recoénized place in eur
'contemporary array of means for acting cellectively.

Those whe claim te speak feor the same secial mevements eften
divide and cempete. They vary enermeusly in their actual
relationship te the censtituencies they claim. Altheugh ene might
make a case fer the Pretestant Refermatien er the English
Reveolutien as full-fledged secial mevements in these terms, this
complex of actien was virtually unknewn in western ceuntries until
the nineteenth century. Befere then, altheugh rebelliens great
and small eccurred repeatedly, practically ne ene tried te combine
seizures of grain, field invasiens, turneuts, and the 1like inte
visibly sustained challenges te established autherities. Then the
secial mevement became cemmenplace. On balance, its actien was
natienal in scepe and autenemeus with respect te pewerhelders.

The dichetemies parechial/natienal and patrenage/autenomy

simplify radically in twe different ways. First, each cuts a



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REPERTOIRE OF POPULAR COLLECTIVE ACTION
IN WESTERN EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA, ROUGHLY 1850-1988

1. the employment of relatively autonemeus means of actien, of a
kind rarely or never employed by autherities

2. frequent appearance of special interests and named
asseciatiens eor pseude-asseciatiens (e.g Cealitien fer
Justice, People United Against

3. direct <challenges to rivals er autherities, especially
national autherities and their representatives, rather than
appeals te patrens

4. deliberate erganizatien of assemblies for the articulatien ef
claims

5. display ef pregrams, slegans, signs ef cemmen membership
6. preference fo; action in visible public places
EXAMPLES:

strikes

demonstrations

electeral rallies

public meetings

peLition marches

planned insurrectiens

invasioens of eofficial assemblies

secial mevements

electoral campaigns

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS: NATIONAL AND AUTONOMOUS



genuine centinuum inte just a pair of categeries. In fact, real
strikes, demenstrations, and the like are more eor less national
and autenemeus, net clearly eone eor -the ether. Secend, the
transition te mofe natienal and autenemeus ferms ef actien did net
eccur instantly and simultaneeusly. It was the net effect ef many
moves and ceunter-moves, occurring at different times feor
different places and types of cellective actien.

Turnouts, for example, were the reutines by which workers in
a given créft whe had a grievance against the employers ef their
lecality went frem shep te éhop within the 1lecality, calling eut
the werkers te jein them in a march threugh the tewn, ended the
circuit with a meeting at the edge eof tewn, voted te make a
certain set eof demands, sent a delegatien te the empleyers,
declared a work steppage, and enferced it as best they ceuld
threugheut the tewn until they reached an agreement with the
empleoyers. The turneut was relatively lecal in scepe, and put
pressure en nearby patrens -=- beth the empleyers and the lecal
authorities.

The firm-by-firm strike, as we knew it, cevers a whele teown,
a whele industry, er even a whele country in exceptienal
circumstances, but the main actien generally eccurs within and
just eutside a single workplace. Likewise, strikes allew workers

to state their grievances and hepes independently ef their




conversétiens with their immediate empleyers. On the average,
altheugh enly en the average, reutines in the newer reperteire
such as strikes, demonstrations, and public meetings invelve less
dependence eon existing pewerhelders and greafer scepe than
reutines such as turneuts, field invasiens, and seizures of grain.
That 1is the peoint ef calling the "new" reperteire relatively
autenemeus and natienal.

Why the prevailing réperfoire of p;pular cellective actien
- underwent the change frem relatively parechial and patrenized teo
relatively natienal and autenemous is simple te state in principle
and cemplex te shew in practice. 1In principle, the shift eccurred
because the interests and erganizatien ef erdinary peeple shifted
away frem lecal affairs and pewerful patrens te natienal affairs
and majer cencentratiens of pewer and capital. As capitalism
advénced and natienal states became more pewerful and centralized,
lecal affairs and nearby patrens mattered less teo the fates eof
ordinary peeople. Increasingly, helders eof 1large capital and
national power made the decisiens that affected them. As a-
result, seizures of grain, cellective invasiens ef fields and the
like became ineffective, irrelevant, ebselete. In respense te the
shifts ef pewer and capital, erdinary peeple invented and adepted

new ferms of actien, creating the electeral campaign, the public

meeting, the secial mevement, and the other elements ef the newer



"OLD" AND "NEW" REPERTOIRES IN WESTERN EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA

O ———

SCOPE OF ACTION

""" S>NATIONAL

PATRONIZED
festival

ferced illuminatien

ORIEN-~
TATION Rough Music
seizure of grain
TO field invasion
turmeut
POWER-
HOLDERS "OoLD"

strike

expulsien

election rally
invading assembly

public meeting

demenstratien

secial mevement
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reperteire.

Although the shift in reperteires fellewed the 1legic ef
change in pewer and capital, each ferm and each acter had a
particular histery; The demonstratien we knew, fer example, tesk
shape in Great Britain as a series eof medificatiens in the sending
of delegates, in the heliday parade, and in ether elder feorms. It
issued, furthermere, frem feorty years of cenfrentatien between
radical activists and autherities. The firm-by-firm strike teek
en its recegnizable characteristiqs in cencrete laber-management
struggles as éapital concentrated in lecality after 1lecality.
Because the particular histeries are quite different, the cemmon
processes creating the demenstratien and the strike only appear in
perspective, at a distance. Nevertheless, in case after case it
is clear that the cemmen precesses invelved cencentratien --
cencentratien of capital, cencentratien ef pelitical péwer.

Surprisingly 1little change has eccurred in the western
colleétiveéactien repertoire == at least in its discentinuous and
publi¢ ferms -=- since its emergence in the nineteenth century.
The main ferms eof actien that were rare or nen-existent in the
nineteenth century but have beceme familiar in eur ewn time have
te de with eccupying a space and/er the peeple in it. Sit-dewn

strikes, sit-ins, cellective squatting and hijacking or

hestage=taking have a geod deal in cemmen. The recent emergence
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of these forms, except fer hijacking and hestage-taking, has
generally eccurred in the cempany ef strengthened claims by the
eccupiers that they have a right te contrel the 1lecale == a
greater right than the usual centrellers.

Altheugh in seme regards it harks back te the field invasien
or the pepular takeever of a festival, that assertien ef prier
rights te the space marks a new theme in twentieth-=century
collective action. Aside frem that impertant theme and its
asseciated actiens, the enly ether candidate fer additien te the
repertoire is the creatien ef a thereughly-prefessionalized
secial-mevement eorganizatien: a March ef Dimes er a Cemmen Cause
well-equipped with publicity, mailing lists, and lebbyists, but
only thinly cennected te its presumed censtituency. Since
manipulaters and erganizers of campaigns have been with us since
the birth ef the secial mevement as a standard ferm of cellective
actien, this prefessienalizatien may represent ne more than a
refinement ef practices leng in existence.

Old-Regime Ritual and Revenge

Oldéregime France and England had nething like Cemmen Cause,
but they did have a great many ceremenial occasiens. One typical
occasion fer pemp was the efficial visit ef a king, bishep, er

great lerd. Altheugh autherities teoek great care te separate

official ceortege frem enleeckers, the spectaters were an essential
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part of the event. And, when aggrieved er enthusiastic, they had
the oppertunity te stand silent, te sheut curses, te present pleas
for mercy or even te attack the dignitary's entoufage.

Peeple used that eppertunity eften, taking advantage eof the
fact that they had a right, even an ebligatien, te assemble en
such eccasiens. Magistrates and treeps could net therefere
disperse them as unlawful assemblies. Civic precessiens, such as
those that incessantly cressed the eld City eof Lenden, became
moments fer cemplaining abeut municipal administratien and high
city taxes. Great Celebratiens, such as the festivities for the
birth ef a French reyal heir, custemarily included precessiens,
tableaux, firewerks, and illuminatiens. Those features net enly
offered se many eoccasiens to express shared satisfactien or
dissatisfaction, but alse previded meodels fer other occasiens -=
as when supperters of a pepular cause ran threugh the streets eof
Paris er Londen forcing heuseheolders te light up their windews as
a sign ef selidarity.

Public punishments, such as hangings and placing peeople in
the pillery, gave the spectators multiple eoppertunities. They
could display eoppesitien er support fer the punishing autherities.
fhey coeuld cheer or criticize the hangman's perfermance: a bungled
execution semetimes ended with the hangman's murder. And mest

impertant, they ceuld sheow appreval er disappreval of the victim;
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spectaters ran the range frem stening the prisener on their ewn teo
taking a cellectien fer the person in the stocks' te outright
rescue of someone frem the gallews.

Where autherities did net intervene directly, ordinary peeple
had their ewn reutines for dealing with meral effenders and meral
transitiens. Weddings, espgcially of couples seen as hismatched,
and transgressiens eof sexual eor family merality, such as adultery
and wife-~beating, cemmenly incited lecal yeuth greups te erganize
Rough Music, charivari, shivareé, Katzenmusik, er seme similar
~ public ceremeny, cemplete with hern-blewing, pet-thumping, singing
or sheuting ef obscene verses, and display ef licentieus symbels;
until the effenders paid the requested penalty =- which semetimes
included leaving the cemmunity == the uprear centinued. Yet the
reugh reutine twinned with the serenade, a pesitive shivaree, and
often the sequel of a greem's payment te the assembled yeuths.
Similar reutines helped weorkers centrel their lecal laber markets:
riding semeene areund er eut ef tewn en a denkey, a staff, er a
rail punished him fer vielating the rules. (American sailers
added the refinement ef tar and feathers te their ewn versien ef
the reutine.)

Attacks en prefiteers in staple foeds, especially grain, teek

several distinct ferms. During the peried frem 1650 te 1850,

people mest often either kept grain frem leaving tewn by seizing
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the shipment eor forced lecal feed inte the market at a price lewer
than the eowner preferred. The autherities called these actiens
feed riets, but in fact they censisted of erdinary peeple's deing
almest exactly what the autherities themselves cemmenly did in
time of shortage =~ ferbid grain frem leaving tewn, comman@eer
lecal supplies, regulate the price. Semetimes, in additien te

seizing grain er bread, crewds teek.vengeance oen the prefiteer --
“eccasienally by attacking him persenally, but mest eoften by a
systematic sacking ef his heuse, shep, er mill.

The reutine ef sacking usually included the threwing ef
precieus geeds inte the street fer sﬁashing and burning, eften
featured a raid en the wine cellar, and semetimes ended with the
burning er "pulling dewn" ef the structure. Net enly bakers and
merchants felt its sting. The keeper of a tavern er a brethel whe
cheated his custemers could well see his premises disappear. New
and then, furthermere, a public efficial whe had passed the
beundaries of legitimacy lest his heuse as well; that, Lieutenant
Geverner Hutchinsen of Massachusetts learned in Besten's struggles
befere the American Revelutien.

The era eof the American Revelutien, indeed, breught a
flowering ef pepular cellective actien in England and America.
John Wilkes, the pepular leader whe came to preminence in the

1760s, rapidly became the symbel of eppesitien te arbitrary reyal
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pewer; that is why Hegarth pertrayed him with a liberty cap en a
pike. Wilkes' supperters paraded threugh the streets demanding
illuminatien in his hener and gathered eutside his prisen te show
their selidarity. Their regalia often included a beet with the
figure eof a devil in it, a punning symbel fer Lerd Bute, the
king's adviser. These supperters intreduced innevatiens, such as
the expansien ef the cenventienal small petitiening delegatien
inte a march ef theusands, that helped create the later means ef
the demenstratien and the secial mevement.

In wilkes' time, the burning ef stamp paper and the
christening ef a Liberty Tree became standard ways eof stating
oppesiﬁion te reyal pelicy en beth sides ef the Atlantic. The
first Liberty Tree stoed at the entrance te Beston and held in its
branches . :« . a beet centaining the figqure ef a devil. The
keepers of that tree made all passersby act eut their alignment
with the celenial cause by cursing the beeot. When French peeple
made their own revelution after 1789, they made the planting ef
Liberty Trees one eof their standard rituals.

Bestonians and ether American celenials, te be sure, teek
their eppesitien past symbels and dumb shew, net enly sacking the
heuses of reyal efficials and sympathizers, but alse dumping taxed
tea in the harber and braving the king's treeps in the streets.

They alse instituted peeple's ceurts, formed militias, staged
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public tributes te Wilkes and Liberty, generally renewed the eld
reperteire by giving it mere autenemy and larger references teo
pepular severeignty.

In England, supperters of the American and French revelutiens
used similar ferms te express their ewn critique ef reyal pelicy.
But ethers used these changing ferms as well., Anti-Cathelic Lerd
Geerge Georden, fer example, led his Pretestant Ass¢ciatien in
‘marches threugh Lenden which ended in the sacking ef Cathelic
hemes and chapels. And around the electiens of the later
eighteenth century, despite an electerate restricted te a natienal
elite, supperters and eppenents eof ene factien or.anéther feund
the way, 1literally, te shew their celers and te fight the
hirelings ef their enemies. |
Revelutien and its Reperteire

French peeple, for their part, began a brief peried eof
innevatien with the Revelution ef 1789. In burning newly=built
tellhouses and breaking inte arsenals fer weapens te arm their
militias, Parisians eof July 1789 pushed eidéregime reutines
furtﬁer than they wusually went. In ~using these militias and
weapons to take the Bastille, the very symbel ef arbitrary rule,
they went te a point that even the greatest previous rebelliens
had net reached. VYet in killing reyal efficials whe W®ere accused

of prefiteering in grain, and displaying their heads en pikes,
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they were essentially mimicking the efficial eld-regime ceremenial
for the executien of traiters. When, in 1792, peeple tere dewn
the statue of the king in Paris' Place des Victeires, they were
duplicating a celebratien carried eut by citizens eof New Yerk in
1779.

The great days ef pepular participatien in the early
éevelution usually invelved gathering eutside the headquarters eof
"an assembly er an administratien, marching en ether centers ef
power; and attacking beth . symbels and supperters ef the
oppesitien. Revelutienary erganizers quickly underteek teo capture
pepular energy. On the ene side, revelutienary clubs, cemmittees,
and militias preliferated. On the ether side, leaders created new
secular and republican versiens ef the eld public ceremohies:
patrietic helidays, Festivals eof the Supreme Being, and ether
occasiens en which the ld 1line between participants and
spectaters disselved: everyene was suppesed te Jjein in. 1Indeed,
at times net te Jjein became rather dangereus. With Napeleen's
empire, the regime recaptured centrel ef public ceremenies,
reestablished the 1line between participants and spectaters,
increasingly substituted the display ef military might fer that ef
civic cemmitment.  The Revelutien's cellective—~actien innevatiens
did net, fer the most part, survive the Thermiderean reactien.

With the Restoratien ef 1815, the eld-regime reperteire again held
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sway.

Nevertheless, in the new revelutienary mements ef 1838 and
1848, French people self-censciously revived seme of the reutines
and symbels ef the eighteenth-century revelutien. The creation of
a local military ferce and the defense of its turf with barricades
and street-fighting became mere cemmen, eccurring net enly during
the successful revelutions but alse in a series of failed
jpsurrections. By the 1830s, the French reperteire was splitting:
a set of reutines greatly resembling the eighteenth-century ferms
fer mest purpeses, anether set of reutines emerging fer rare
revelutienary actien. We can see seme pushing and stretching of

the eld ferms, as peeple gave charivaris and serenades te

pelitical leaders and teok the eoccasien ef funerals and banquets
te breadcast their numbers and determinatien. Yet on the whele
people stuck te the old reperteire.
New Ways in Cellective Actien

In England, the new reperteire was clearly emerging. True,
in the "Swing" rebellien of 1838, agricultural laberers wrete
threatening letters, burned hayricks, smashed threshing machines,
and mebbed their empleyers in good eld style. That last laberers'
revelt eccurred in the cempany ef turneuts, seizures eof grain, and
other perfermances familiar te the eighteenth century. Yet for

the ©1d ferms the last reund had ceme. The retaliatery burning ef
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hayricks, and the posting eof rewards fer the culprits, centinued
fer several decades more. The Swing rebellien subsided with the
dispatch of reyal treeps in Nevember 1830. But abeut the same
time a movement fer parliamentary referm was taking shape. It
bere a number of the stigmata ef eur ewn times' secial mevements:
helding public meetings, erganizing asseciatiens, meunting
petitien drives, marching threugh streets, cempeting for
leadership, attempting te manipulate the actiens and
ﬁroneuncements of greups claiming te represent the cause, censtant
dialegue with pewerhelders.

Threugheut Great Britain, peeple mebilized fer and against
different pregrams ef parliamentary referm. They called meetings
and marches, claiming victery when many peeple shewed up fer them.
The same display ef numbefs and determinatien eccurred in the
petitiening of Parliament. Althéugh seme eof the trappings and
rheteric seem exetic teday, the British had created the seocial
mevement in semethingblike its present ferm.

During the next twe decades, the eld reperteire dgclined
rapidly in impertance as the new one censelidated. True,
occasioens such as Queen Victeria's cerenatien precession still
gave Britens the eppertunity te veice appreval er disappreval. In
France, cerpeorate ritualsAsuch as the artisans' certege, cemplete

with banners and symbelic ebjects, still served te shew a greup's
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strength. But the develepment ef a Chartist mevement in Britain
coenfirmed the rele of mass meetings, asseciatiens, and
demenstratiens in natienal pelitics, as in France the grewth of

oerganized republican and reyalist mevements laid the greund fer a

similar transfermatien.

With the French reveolutien of 1848 came anether cernucepia of
clubs, mutual-=aid secieties, citizen militias, assemblies,
demenstratiens, and battles in the streets. By 1858, Leuis
Napeleen's increasingly repressive regime had succeeded in
subduing mest werking-class and republican cellective actien ef
any seort. The majer insurrectien inspired by Louis Napeleen's

1851 ceup d'etat failed te step the swing teward autheritarian

rule, and a last reund ef feed riets in 1853-54 recalled the old
regime. By the end of'the 1850s, nevertheless, the demise ef the
old reperteire and the viger of the new were quite visible.
Surveys and Strikes

During the same general peried, the idea and practice eof
surveying individuals, heuseholds, and firms te determine the
state of the ceuntry came inte their ewn. New and then befere
1800 amateur demegraphers, assidueus tax cellecters, and curieus
roeyal efficials had eccasienally mounted something like a survey
te assess the state eof their werld, but little came of these

intermittent efferts. Mid-century censuses, the rising pepularity
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of the sert eof publicatien called almanac, statistique, er

directery, and the emergence of the scientific secial refermer a
la Mayhew or Parent-~Duchatelet heralded a new day ef pepulist
inquiry, neatly parallel te the development of secial mevements
demanding places feor the dispessessed in the natienal structure eof
power, and nicely tuned te the cencern ef the wealthy and pewerful
te know the nature of the beast that new reared below.

Thus autherities shaped a regular apparatus fer cellecting
infoermatien frem and abeut individuals, even individuals at the
margins ef urban 1life 1like Lenden's vagrants. Thus secial
surveyors standardized their devices for cellecting and presenting
informatien: interview schedules, statistical tables, maps of
secial preblems.

Among those cellectiens of data, the first cempilatiens of
regulér strike statistics began te appear, reughly in cadence with
the legalizatien eof strikes and trade unions, during the later
nineteenth century. In Lenden, match girls, deckers, and many
oethers organized. Over a wide range eof industries, the
firm=by~firm strike became a shewpiece of the werkers' reperteire.
Government efficials acquired a heightened interest net enly in
tallying strikes, but alse in pelicing them.

By the end of the nineteenth century, in mest western

countries May Day had beceme a mement fer the display of workers'
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numbers and determinatien. Many strikes -=-= for example, the
Parisian emnibus strike ef 1891 == breught vielent enceunters
between werkers and pelice, strikebreakers, or agents eof
employers. A minerity eof strikes, in fact, went en with a display
of revelutienary symbels, 1language, and actien: red flégs,
anarche-syndicalist watchwerds, barricades in the streets.

Strikes coupled leosely with demenstratiens, with the strike
itsélf aiming especially at the bess, while the demenstratien
carried a message to autherities and the general publié. Since
telerance frem autherities and credit frem shepkeepers eften
centributed mightily te a strike's success, the outside shew eof
strength was no mere fleourish.

Although manufacturing werkers figured preminently in strikes
and demenstratiens, nen-manufacturing workers such as deckers and
miners semetimes had even greater recerds eof militancy.
Agricultural werkers, on the whele, rarely mounted large-scale
ceordinated actiens. But when they did, the actiens ceuld be
formidable. A case in peint is the French winegrowers' movement
ef 1907, which preduced demenstratiens and meetings invelving tens
of theusands, and put streng pressure on the gevernment te
guarantee prices and markets.

Our Twentieth Century

During the early twentieth century, it became standard




24

demonstrators' practice te carry signs and banners with texts
summarizing their identities and grievances. That was a shift
frem an earlier use of flags and symbeols. Battles with the peolice
~~ rarely won by demonstraters == remained a standard feature of
workers' public appearances, since poliée whe did net attack first
typicaliy marked beundaries the werkers shoulq net cress, and
workers typically showed their determinatien by taunting the
pelice and challenging the beundaries.

As under the o0ld reperteire, the range eof gatherings in a
given ferm ran frem quite efficial te very oppésitional. At beth
ends eof the range, the ratienale ef a demenstratien, parade, er
open~air meeting was te bring many peeple inte a public place fer
a shew eof commitment te a commen cause. Leen Blum's address te
his fellewers during the Pepular Frent of 1936 and the Liberatien
cortege that passed threugh the Place de la Concerde in 1944 had
at least that much in commen. |

The great mements ef May and June 1968 preduced a fascinating
combinatien of standard repertoire items with creative inventien.
Extraerdinary graffiti and pesters accempanied eoccupatiens of
schoels, facteries, and public streets, but eccurred in the
cempany of mere or less conventional demenstratiens and strikes.

Paris, especially, blessemed with slegans, posters,

handbills, and wall paintings, as student rebels claimed the
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streets and built barricades with paving stenes. While students
railed against regimentatien, cerruptien, and the Vietnam War,
various greups ef werkers demanded mere centrel ever their
workpiaces, better return fer their laber, different gevernment
pelicies, or all three. 1In Nantes, Breten farmers depleyed a kind
of demenstratien they had been using fer a decade er so: the slew,
er stepped, ceortege of tracters in mid=city, ceoupled with the
ostentatieus distribution and destructien of preduce fer which the
price was tee low.

Paris and France were the fountainhead ef the 1968 mevements. -
Yet the movements extended ente the campuses of Nerth American
universities. Never before er since have we seen such a sustained
employment ef that special twentieth-century cellective-~actien
feature, the weoccupatien and centrel eof a centested space.
Claiming and reclaiming space included the creatien eof
sanctuaries, hemes, récreation areas and =- emphatically == parks
in vacant buildings and en abandened land. As in People's Park,
Berkeley, that attempt frequently thrust the eccupiers inte direct
cenfrentatien with the ewners, managers, and regulaters ef beth
private and public preperty.

Struggles eover the right te eoccupy spaces did net entirely
disappear with the passing of 1968. In Besten and Cambridge, for

example, tenants' rights greups staged demenstratiens, met en the
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state capitel steps, and dared the Redevelepment Autherity te
eject them frem condemned heusing. In the Besten area, erganizers
of the tenants' mevement dramatized their message by erecting
censpicueus "tent cities" fer the ill-housed, eorganized fent
strikes, and linked the cause to resistance against destructien ef
dwellings fer majer highways. Yet by and large they adepted the
century-eld established means: meetings, demenstratiens, petitiens
and the other standard paraphernalia ef secial mevements.

In Lenden and Paris as well, when peeople wanted te manifest
their numbers and determinatien en behalf ef a demand, cemplaint,
er pregram, they centinued te demenstrate in ways greatly
resembling these of Londen's werkers in 1848, In 1982, when the
French Cemmunist party and its laber-unien affiliates staged a
large March fer Peace en a pleasant Sunday in June, it teek shape
as a police-~pretected parade, banners rippling and chants
seunding, frem the Gare Mentparnasse te the Place de la Bastille.

In 1983, 1likewise, Paris' May Day parade-demenstratien had
quite a traditienal air: Despite the presence ef seund trucks,
helium balleens, a Wemen's Natienal Unien, a gay delegatien
chanting HETEROS, HOMOS, ALL TOGETHER: SAME BOSSES, SAME STRUGGLE,
oppesitien greups from Peland, 1Iran, Palestine, Lebanen, and
Turkey, a jazz band er twe, and venders of sausage sandwiches, the

march ended at the site eof the leng~gone Bastille, with speeches
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cengratulating workers and the Left en their display ef numbers,
strength, and selidarity, then exherting them te build mere ef
each. The nineteenth-=century demenstratien was alive and well.
Coenclusien

New, I realize that my capsule histery has the air ef a cemic
strip: quick sketches, brief captiens, garish celers. I have kept
entirely silent abeut the fechnical preblems ef cellecting and
analyzing the available évidence cencerning pepular cellective
actien, which is my daily preeccupatien and prebably the clesest
poeint of appreach between your research and mine. I have brushed
aside crucial details, such as the persistence eof British
struggles ever food prices, in the ferm eof physical attacks en the
sheps ef prefiteers, inte the 1870s -- well after seizures of
grain had disappeared. I have almest entirely neglected the
causes of change in cellective~actien reperteires, which depend in
the large en the development of industrial capitalism and the
grewth ef centralized natienal states, and in the small en the
strategic interactiens ef particular pairs of antagenists.

My sins de net end there. I have alse sidestepped the
crucial problem of discrepancies between peeple's interests,
grievances or aspiratiens and their ability te act en them. I
have fereshertened the differences émong France, Britain, and the

United States, which result largely frem the different paths and
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paces ef state-making and capitalism in the three countries. I
have made it seem as theugh there were enly -two alternative
reperteires, when the division between "eld" and "new" averages
over a great many subtle distinctiens and transfermatiens. Te get
the changes right, we would have teo plunge far deeper inte the
stream of cellective actien than our brief moment together allews.

Yet I hepe my carteens cenvey feur messagesiclearly. First,
in eur ewn world mest peeple pursue cellective actien, 'when they
de, by means eof a limited number ef alternative ferms whose
essential features have been in place for ever a century. Secend,
eur current <cellective-~actien repertoire displaced a wvery
different but quite viable set of ferms that prevailed fer twe
hundred years or se before the early nineteenth century. Third,
the older reperteire gave erdinary peeple extensive means of
speaking their minds in the absence ef electiens, surveys, and
secial mevements. Feurth, actiens in the o¢lder and newer
reperteires have left behind traces that, with preper attentien,
yield rich infermatien abeut the interests, grievances, and
aspiratiens of eur predecessers in this werld. Even teday we can
reasenably leeok te the language ef pepular cellective actien as a

complement te the knewledge effered us by electiens and surveys.
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