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A Vesper Sparrow's ~ e s t  

C n e r l o t t  g Iiuprrlson 

t f j f l  

! Severa l  d i f f e r e n t  eveninps whdn I wes p icking  blue- 

b e r r i e s  on t h e  h i l l  behind t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  s t a t i o n  a t  Douglas Lake I f lushed 

e Vesper Sparrow from t h e  around. The b i r d  always f l e g  from about the  s a n e  

l o c a l i t y  but  never exe-ctly t h e  same p lece ,  ~ n d  al though I searched eech time 

I r a s  unable t o  f i n d  a n e s t .  On 7uly l P ,  1531 I w e s  n r l k i n p  alonp more -' 

- 

r ~ p i ? l y  t h e n  u . s?~el  ~ n d  when tLe  F i r d  flew u p  agein I Vies a k l e  t o  s e e  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  from which it f l e v .  Ey a  l i t t l e  seerching  I found ;-e  nes t  

G'PCI;:'; t h r e e  f e e t  from t h i s  s p o t .  
< 
1 

f The n e s t  w ~ s  medg of f i n e  e r a s ~ e s  end sunk f l ~ s h  with 

t?e  nround a e a i n s t  a very small  sumac (KCUS ~ o T G E ~ ~ s ) .  It W E S  E r ~ s n d  n e s t ,  

s l i e h t l y  wider t h a n  deep, end very s c e n t i l y  l i n e ?  wi th  f i n s r  FrFsFes. Thefe 

was so l i t t l e  a e t e r i a l  compos in~  t h e  bottom of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t h r t  t r ~ e  

>end sould be seen t h r o u ~ h  f ~ o m  above. In  t h e  n e s t  were f o u r  eg r s  marked 

w i t h  s p o t s  snd scrs tcheo of reddis3-brown, pur2lish-brown, ~ n d  a  l i t t l e  b lsck  

on a background of e rsy ish-whi te .  They were more heev i ly  merked s b o - ~ t  t n e  

l a r n e r  end. 

The spprrows seemed l i t t l e  a l ~ r m e d  b y  t h e  d ~ 1 1 j  v i s i t s  

I xsde t o  t h e  n e s t .  The b i r d  i?hich'mas i n c u b ~ t i n ~  t h e  epgs d i d  not leave  

7 ~ n t i l  1 wes w i t h i n  a few f s e t  of it, ~ n a  then i t  r e n  o f f  a few f e s t  before ' 

f ' l y i l e .  As lone  F S  I remaired near  t h e  n s s t  it ch ipged  e scold in^ note 

from t h e  nearhy bushes. On ,Ju-ly 23 I found t k e t  two of t k e  eprrs kad Irl~tci-ed 

and one had disa-peared l eav ing  no t r ~ c e .  The n e s t ,  t h e  yo'irne; b i r d s ,  zna 
9 t he  u n h ~ t c k s d  e r a  did no$ epl;ear t o  have been d i s t u r b e d  i n  sng nEy. Trie next - 

morn in^ I 11;ent ou-t s e r l y  i n  h c n e ~  of s5eine t ? ~ e  o t h e r  ezr nztch .  but r s  

i t  nad 5etched dur ine  t h e  n i ~ h t  I - i :r~  not s b l e  t o  f i n d  out  how t k e  ~ d u l t s  

disposed of t h s  s h ~ 1 1 .  Accordinr t o  Forblrsh t c e g ' z r e  e s t en .  L z t e r  i n  t h e  

T O P ~ ~ ~ P  I pu.t lip 2 b l i n d  -::hick nxci ted t h e  a d u l t s  g r e a t l y .  They cilip,ed 

311ti~1';ol~sly and exc i t e? ly ,  f l y i n g  f r c x  bu-sr t o  bush bu t  r l w ~ j s  jus t  o;t  of 



>sicrht. W h ~ n  1 l e f t  +,hey followelj  m e  2 ~ r t  02' t h e  m y  doT>rn tlie ;ztL t o w ~ r d  

cnmp s t i l l  c h d p n i n ~ ,  However, by af ternoon t?.ey p ~ i d  l i t t l e  x o r ?  E t % e ~ t i o n  

t o  t h e  Y l i - d  an3  r e ?  t he  younp t a i c s  d-?-r im ~ r ,  hcnr 7.vhil3 I .ivatc;-:sd from the 

b l ind .  

';r, ,T1~-ly 25 d u r i n r  t w s n t y  m i m ~ t e s  i n  t h e  ef ternoon cne of tr-e 

a d u l t s  f e d  t h e  yovne f i v e  t imes .  't co l l ec ted  i n s e c t s  f r o L  sro;nd zt:e b l ind  

and one t i n e  ~ l i ~ i i t ~ 3  on one of t h e  t e n t  YoFns. .It mzde no sol~nd on return in^ 

t o t  he zest,, b'2t t ? n  - ~ o u ~ l z  b i r d s  respondec? by openine: t r ~ e i r  rt.oal;r.s vr.Y.en i t  

E L  - r o ~ c h e 3 .  So.~etin;.as t5ey  d i d  not  rec7oni  -3n t i l  i t  2 s d  tc~;lcLa3 t--e side 

of $he n e s t ,  'hit nore  o f t e n  tkey  b e ~ ~ n  t o  s t r e t c h  up snd Gp?n t c e i r  rr.outk~s 

i 
i zhsr, tlze adu l t  PPBS r ~ ~ n n i n ~  a lone  t h e  pr0ur.d torvsrd thorn, i t  z s u a l l y  zsprozched 

f r o m  t h e  s i 3 e  f z r t r e s t  f r o x  t h e  b l i p 4  by r-~nninrs clonp t k e   round 2nd s l ipp ing  

-2nder t 3 e  lower 1 n 8 ~ 4 ~  of t h e  sgrnac. After  f e ~ d i n r s  i t  v s u z l l y  s a t  f r c i n g  

t h e  b l i n d .  'f~%nn i t  l e f t  t; e  n e s t  i t  csme t o ~ ~ ~ r d  t h e  b l i n d .  Tkie tvo z d ~ l t s  

were not p resez t  ~t thq pams t ime,  b:~t ::ken sone people :z~lue= zloris 

lzuahin'e and t ~ l k i n p ,  a b i r d  pave s e v e r a l  xarn inp  c3ips  f r o n  t n e  bushes 

and t h e  cne on t h s  n e s t  becane r e s t l e s s .  

* Zn July 26 bo th  of t h e  paren t s  ;vere g r e s e n t  and f e d  t n e  young. 

They both  csme toward t h e  n e s t  e l o n a  t h e  u.s'ual peth,gnd as  t k e j  b o t ~  i-isd 

t h e  same m ~ r k i n ~ s  and c o l o r i n p s ,  I nrss not  ~ b l e  $3 t e l l  ons s e x  f r o a  t h e  

o the r .  The; d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  i n  t 2 e i s  approach t o  t h e  neqt ,  t h e  f eed ing  of 
- -- 

t h e  yo12ne:, o r  i n  lsevinrr  t k e  n s s t .  however, one d id  a l l  of t h e  rlovering of 

t h ~  yovng 5 l ~ r i n q  t h s  time t h a t  I nr tched and I ~ k ~ 1 1  assume t - i s  one t o  bs 

t h ~  f e ~ a l e . k f t e r  f e s 4 i n ~  t h e  yovne t h e  ~ d u l t s  exmined t h e  n e s t  very c a r e f u l l y  - 
- 

2nd e i t k s r  a t e  o r  c ~ r r i e - 3  gff ti--e n x c r e t ' a .  The f e ~ x e l e  rfiore o f t e n  abe i t  f 
a s  s119 cc-;Id t3nn r e ~ , ~ i ~ .  or_ t?-9 n q s t .  It Y R P  5; v n r ~  fict i r o r ~ h n g  .and she 

.\stcod ovsr  t k e  pes t  r e n t i n e   it?- h ~ r  ~ o ~ t h  open. *cry once i n  a wFile she 

:looked i n t o  t?:e n e s t  pnd s99re3  t o  be r e r r r a n ~ i n ~  t h e  b i r f - s  c r  p u l l i n f  &t 

t>Le g rgzs  of t ke  nest. ?;hen tkc? male l e f t  




