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A Nestirng Study _
of tke Hermit Thrush (Eylocichla guttata faxzoni).

Discuvery c¢f the nest was made by I’'iss Ethel Finster cn
Saturday, July 15, 1vs$, =zand given to me for observation on

<

Wednesday, July 19, 1¢23. It was found in a clearing in the woods
bordering the pank of Dcocuglas Lake serhaps 200 yads up the beeach
trom the last cabin.

Locstion. The nest wes situated on the gro:nd in the midst
of an zbundznce of blueverry and cearcerry tushes, the ifter
teing fzr more numercus. Four feet east of tre nest &
nra tne clesring in the woouds whiie 15 feet to the west wzs the
bank which Jdro.ped sdbout & feet io the teach. Various .ercnes
were used by the birds apprcaching the nest =nd these will be
enurerated. On the bank were locczted 2 10w trees z2znd 2 .ine Lrees;
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nortk of the nest were 2 more pines
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nda stump, 211 zacout & feel
from the nest znd bordering trhe path. To the e=st wes anoTner
ine about 15;feet away end & 1ow stump ne'r 1it.
Description. Tre nest was built in a cuo-sheped de.
in the ground =nd zrcked over by 2 vbiueverry buzhes, 211 ¢f which
mzde a snug arrangement. The tulk of the r®c consisted of rather
cozrse grass stems and. grassl lsaves; tke lining of fine
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stems sndpine needles. The ocutside

joY)

1zreter was 5" by 4+", thus
forring & slightly elongated zxis fzcing so th of west znd to

which the vird larzely c . rresucnded wrile oruveding. The inside
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dizmeter was 23"--3", znd tne inside de.ih 24" on tne average.
Within the nest were 4 greenisrn-polue e~gs, ire amezs revenis of
whick witl be tound on the a.gended sneet.
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sTEViOoIs nignt. FPricr to trne nhziching trhe nest w s visited at

le~s1t Once ezch day znd the ptird fivsned on ezgch ccession wren
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within 6--10 feet of tre vmst. On Seturday I remcved the bex from
tne nest, tre ovird not rlssping untii 1 cegan to 1:f¢ the boxX.
Hzaiching. Un Sunday wmorning at 11 A.l. 2:1 4 e
the nest and a red ssuirrel nesrcy whom I 3rove =wsy. At two in
e zfternoon wnen I went to measure tne ezgs I tomd ihzt one
zd natcredi. IIo Trzzes ;f ezZzZs snhelis weretvund. Late in tne
afternoon I agzin visited trerest, but no moreezgs nad nazcred.
¥ondsy evening afier an ail-dey trip 1 found tnat 2 wore
ezsgs rzd rd&ched so trne n€st now contzined 3 young and 1 ezg. Lo
treces of sneils were found. Tne time o sgiching for thne outhrer
two bpirds isthus vizced between sometime late Sunday znd onday
evening. he l1last egz had not haterhed by Thursday morning so I

removed it from tTne nest. Wpen opened no trace of an embryo wsas

found witkin.

nest ©oth birds we e very cautioss,; first zl:12bting on one of the
wsercnes zbove rentioned or landing in trne _zth, then nhoogsing

cautiously tow=rd ke nest, making frejient sto.s 2nd speniing
from 5 seconds o 2 minmates and scmatimes more in watzshing for ——- =

gigns of dunger cefore preceding to tre nest's edge. At times,
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emed =zs ns Tre tair
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nowever, 1t s S egp.rozcned tre -est directly,

but these were times when it rad fed ine young otult 2 few minutes
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previously. I 2zm incliinsd to beiieve trhat in ~rese c:
tiris first lznded scmew:zere in e giznes 1o my rignt wnich were
not readily visivle. I0o singinz w=s rezrd in ithe vicinity of tre
nest znd a low, liguid "eruck", sometires vsed in a..roiacning, was
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end szcn visit wss l:rgely =z re.etition of tne sreceding one. It
00« pizce after a wary z.urozch, the ,xenrnt bird remaining on tke
edge of trne rest until trhe young tiited back tneir wide-ouen

moutks, =n act which they were rnever £ 1ow 1n doing. In fact the

varizcly sufficient to cause iris
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res.onse. The adult would Tren gpiace the :ood in the moutk of tre
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young, feeding each one in turn. As =z g32d iilustration the bird,

vn core visit, fed the young in this order: 1,:,3,1,3. (I use the
indefinite terms ‘bird' and ‘'adult' vecause of an inabilicy to
distinguisn tnesexes). Anoiner good irsance of this ruie of

zlternatdn was shown oy 2 success:ve feedings with 2 rinutes
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gzcn otrer. TwOo young were fed on the first trip 2nd an tine
second thetirst 1o be fed was the one not fed bpeferenand. Of the
24 trhe first time, ire adult ga2ve it to one, remcved 1t to gzive
to tre otrner and then g=zve it back zgain tc the first. It

seemed &s tho she were raying & zzrd Time in rewemocering whouse
turn it rezlly wes.

Food. The food consisied 1az
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crickets, and otner

incects among wrich w-'s one time =z woth. Une feeding incluaed

sucn =n item ss plieocerries.
Frejgusncy of fesedinzs. OUn tne average, inclu-uing one
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Fericd ot i3t 2 nours ren LETrry 1icseTrS were nexroy snd the

ung were not fed, feedings vccurrsed once every 13 minutes.

(.

Tris zverage was zssisied by the feedings on Saturdzay, when the
young were 6 4days o0ld. un this, IThe 128t dzy I coserved the nest,
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znd often only 2 or & minutes elzused. OJn & few cccasions coth

irds would =rrive 2imost simultzneo sly. One time wren :k1s
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rz.rvened ine second vird novered witn rajsidly bezsting vings
sver a tlueberry bush while the otner was feeding the young, not
croceeding to the nest unztil tiis cperacicn was cver.

On the morningcf the 28tk when itrere was such a long intervel

cetween feedings, I arrived in the midst of orksc withirew until
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zg cver. In 15 minutes ihe low ‘Ychuck®™ was rezrd, Sut neithe:
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Ttird =zgs.eared. Ten minuites laer the ssme note sounded, out
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there was no visit ¢f the nest. This was yprobsbly due to the
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esznce of two berry vickers not far =way &nd _erhaps tc the
fizcping of the blind in the wind.
After zn hour snd a wuarter an zdult lzndsd in the o=2th,

spproacned warily to withing sevesral feet of trne nesi, croucred

:t8 a crow tlew low =iong tre pezch, then tlew to a smzll tree on
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tne bznk from whence it i&t. It had no food and s: only to
wish to be assuredof the nest's safety.

Five minutes later a vbird landed in tne .ath, fiew to a _.ine
north of :he nest, remmining 2z minute or so 1ifting its t=il up
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znd down, vefore |
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ng. ©Snortly tneresfter I neard
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sqiirrel o:utside zway. ~Tnis may‘rave‘nelged
0 keep Tne o:rd away..

Twenty-five minuies lser & vird apsosared on the situmd north
of tre mt, fiew to the iree cefure apuroszcning, #znd tnen hopped

zlong the ground to the nest reqguiring nearly © minu tes to 4o so.

Trhere tre young werefed and the o:rd settied on zTrne rest to orsod
J 3

tazve.,
S nitztion. Usuzlly :tbezctual feeding of e yo ng re.s.ired
- - & - -\
tess tpzn nsif 2 zinute.  After Teed ng it was Custoes e 5
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%0213 wrigzle around S0 as tu upiift the anus snd exirude a fecsl
sac. This was .romptily seized by tre adilt and‘eltner csrraiz=d
cff or swuzilowed, the lziter teing fa2r more the wusual _rocedure.
On z few feedings the ©tird would lezve withoutl this ususzl re-
m-VrI of excreta. Jsually, hoevsey it remsined on the nest's edge
‘n zn owiert
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nopoad just o1f the nest znd fed on naif
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flying awzy. Twice :

azdozen Or SO ovluepcerries; on uine second occurrence of this it
rerzining within 6 feet ot wue rnest waiching intently itor 2 or 4

minutes. This feeding of tre=dulil csme =sfter =z 2 minuze visit

of the nest, wmeking in all a2 totazl of 5 to 3 minutes, tne 1lingest

visit recorded.

¥ethod of feeding and directions of z.prosck. At first it

szema2d to me that feeding wss =zccompliisned both by sirsct transfer

ot thefood and by regurzgitztion. This L tter was mos:t _rop=0ly
mistsken tuor vl=cing of 1r:cts too smzll for me 1o see in tre

mouths of the young
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If the bairds nhad eny definite rowuies n visiting e mest
I wais not zple to see them from m,/ 0817 nion .
znd 1ett by every directi n exce_ t from Iue

znd south -nd southeast seem=d to ve used 2 it wure thzat the

Brooding. 3Brooding c¢f ire yuung msy pussioly n=ve ceen done

by both sexes, but on that point 1 =zm not sositivs. Un ione very
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On “ednrnesday crsoding sceurrad in moming zni =fierncon.
Trarsd=y morning it seemed =s o tne zdult were going To procgd,
ouat u.on Iresring zn alzrm note ui a dird on the cezch, l1l=ft at

once. In thke afiernoon 0roodin; attempted, out tne
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cird met with much wrizgling on the gsrt of the young. It ieft

u2cn pe=zring some Gulls scr:=zming over tie lzake. TFriday oruoding
I

8 WeLi £s8 tne f@lloving the youn
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remzinzd wilr therr re=ds resiing ¢n trne rim uf e nest. On

seemed to be straddling the nest oy oslzcing 1ts feed l1ow 4down on
tre wa11s. Fregusntly 1t w_ould sezsrech for fecnl resmisr =nd =t
st tires would remain c1in piil z2zaz.e for severasl minuites =zt

a2 time. All days =t the &t were warnm, ustizily Yaite windy and
for the most ssrt clesr, out as tTne rest was well sneltersd :reat

may rave coeen the cassg for trnis action. At tirst 1 w=s :nclined

other pcirds 40 likewise un not days cnanged my visw.
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The tird nzicred cn Sundsy was

Developnent of trne yoings
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very sctive nen rezsured a2t
its moath tor food. There wzs down _rssent on the resd, wings

=t bsdy, snd on ozmck, and wzs _errzss nzlf sn inen In orength one
tne averazZe. Lirnes of tnefesther Irscis wevye Visiole on ine wWings,

cscx =l nead. The eyss vere clused.
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Wednesiay cue feather Trzcis -'gre more pronounced, levelopment
mng #ore noticeszcle on tre wings., Down w=s .resent =nd .e e ,es

closed. 'I're young “ere =CLlVe, continuzlly O0sSening treir moulns
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On Trnursd:zy refeztner irzcts were well deveio.=d. Duwn was
still .resent. Thne Dpirds were ac.ive, he eyes opsned sorewhat,
‘nd = fzint creeping sound was made oy 2ll. On zhis dzze, when
dzys 014, ine _rirmariss mzde Ireir & |

eveicoment coniinued trru Fridzy To caturdzy when the Traces

6

were very well deverosed. Tne crimaries were increasing razidly
=nd time veginnings of a tmil coz:ld be seen in a:l. Iine eyes were

¢ esned 2t tire :ni acsivity was very greatl, accumpanied vy much
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a sott orown, oi=zck, =nd wr-te s.sckled duwn W S Jresent on tuoe

uuper ore=st. Hsotal dows was s:111 present, out w=s noticeaoly

diszc.earing. The eyes were o 2n znd tnesyoOuwngewere Ver) active,

creeping cont:inually. That was tne 13t record of tie ¥y
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N v neatevening wuey wud aisaupeared, we victims of some -

csredacias znimsl.

oe young. On S)ndcy eavening, after oeing

:way from cermp =11 day, I visited tpe ~est Lo measure and weign

tne young. There wzs 3 red sguirrel in a trap weich 1 nad set

noies fror voin oirds w0 were not fzr from tihe nest. e cause

- 1 arress R = - P - v 1o
fir tris wzs szoparant sren I discovered no trzce uof ine yu.ng.
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be fomd 1n -nd zvbout the nest as matarizl evi

Cu

ence of =znother
edy in ocird iife. ire mzrz.der res..nsivle for th:s des-

ich
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tricticn rey .ossioly n=2ve ceen z red sgu:rrel des .ite
4 -

~recxsutions 28 asoroacning tre nest Ln a ganvas s_rezd On the

grc nd. Troey werepientiful in the vicinity and freaguently I

wazed war agzzinst them, obut eviZentliy to no svail.
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reard tre wale singisg not far avay. Whetker or nost 1T was

scmething in tne nature of a funeral dirge [ don't know, out it

mizrt as welil nave vteen fSr 1 neitiher szw nor neard snytining

te young were then o days oi1d a2nd would naeve laft voiuntarily
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