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The stQdy covsred a period of n i n e  days  from J u l y  24 

t o  August d u r i n g  which t ime t h e  incuba t ing  p a i r  of Hermit 

Thrushes ( ~ y l o c h i c h l a  g u t t a t a  f  axoni) were observad f o r  

s ix teen  hours. The n e s t  was l oca ted  about one mile  s o - ~ t h  

of Douglsss Lake, C'neboygan County, Michi,nan, an5 was 

observed from a ground b l i n d  placed e i g h t  f e e t  from t h e  

nest .  

I am indebted t o  D r .  0. S. P e t t i n g i l l ,  D r .  Theodor& 

Eelson, and Mr. Zrnes t  Zdwards f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  making 

t h i s  study. 

The a r e a  in ~ i h i c h  t h e  n e s t  was l o c a t e d  w a s  compara- 

t i v e l y  dry  and had a t  one t ime been burned over.  The 

a s s o c i a t i o n  Ln evidence w a s  rnainly Aspen ( ~ o p u l u s )  and 

Pine (Pinus). Ground cover was f e r n  and b lueberry  (vaccl- 

nium) . 
Within t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  n e s t  were seen ground 

s q u i r r e l s ,  dee r ,  Ovenbird, Chip2ing Sparrow, Nighthawk, 

Hairy l:oodpecker, Fiobin, and Red-eyed Vireo. None of t h e s e  

v e r t e b r a t e s  appeared t o  have any d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  

t h e  Hermit Thzush. 



The n e s t  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  ground beneath a t e n t - l i k e  

t ang le  of  vaccinium and surrounded by vaccinium and a few 

fe rns ,  Four young Aspens an3 a l a r g e  l i n e  were In  t h e  

immediate v i c i n i t y  an2 were used cons tan t ly  by t h e  bird in 

approaching t h e  n e s t .  I n s i d e  d i m e t e r  o f  t h e  cest xas t h r e e  

and one h a l f  Inches, o u t s i d e  d i a a e t e r ,  f i v e  a ~ d  one n d f  

inches, degth  two inches.  The n a t e r i a l s  were aa ln ly  

gine needles ,  p l a n t  stems, and t h e  bark of hardwoods, t h e  

pine need les  be ing  used almost completely f o r  l i n i n g ,  

Three unspeckled eggs of a  deep, blue-green co lo r ,  

about one inch  long, were found w i t h i n  the n e s t .  

Incubat ion  had a l r eady  commenced when the n e s t  w a s  

found on July 23, 1947, by D r .  0. 9. F ' e t t i n g i l l .  

(1)  A c t i v i t i e s  of the male: 

The n a l e  was u s u a l l y  heard s i n g i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  

the  n e s t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning and o f t e n  through the l a t e r  

morning hours  u n t i l  noon, bu t  never  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the 

nest .  The song was heard  corning from t h e  saine genera l  



d i r e c t i o n  a t  a l l  t i a e s ,  b u t  seemed t o  vary from t i n e  t o  

time as t o  exact  l o c a l i t y .  Unless t h e  Qind czused t h e  

wide v a r i a t i o n  o f t e n  heard ,  I nay assume t h a t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

of t h e  B e r n i t  Thrush i s  of a considerable  s i z e .  

The t y p i c a l l y  c l e a r  b e l l - l i k e  song of t h e  male Xermit 

:$as heard v e r y  o f t e n  w3ile  t h e  f e z a l e  was on t h e  n e s t ,  

bu t  was most r e g e t i t i v e  a 2  i n s i s t e n t  when t h e  f e x ~ l e  

had j u s t  l e f t  t h e  n e s t  o r  when t h e  f e n a l e  had j u s t  r e tu rned  

t o  t h e  nes t .  A t  t imes  t h e  male v i s i t e d  t h e  n e s t  w i t h  t h e  

f e a a l e  and t h e  ? a i r  would hop about from branch t o  branch 

chucking s o f t l y  a l l 3 h e  while. The z d e  w a s  never  observed 

near  t h a  n e s t  f o r  more t h a n  f i f t e e n  minutes a t  one t i m s ,  
< 

and a t  no t ime was h e  observed incubat ing  o r  f eed ing  t h e  

fernale on t h e  nes t .  A l t o s e t h e r  t h e  b i r d  seemed l i t t l e  In- 

t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  n e s t  of h i s  3a r tne r ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, 

t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  loud s i n g i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  seemed 

t o  be an at tempt  t o  keep p reda to r s  from f i n d i n g  t h e  

incubat ing female. 

(2 )  AcZivi t ies  of incuba t ing  b i rd :  

A s  t h e  male is always heard s i n ~ i n g  a t  some time dur ing  

incubat ion a t t e n t i v e n e s s ,  it i s  assuriied t h a t  t h e  female 

alone i s  resgons ib le  for incubation. Her a?groach t o  

Yne n e s t  i s  always a cau t ious  one, f i f t e e n  minutes o r  more 

us::ally e l a p s i n g  b e f o r e  she f i n s l l y  s e t t l e s  on the  n e s t ,  

During t h i s  t ime she hops nervously f r o a  one perch t o  



another ,  peer ing about anxiously a t  each s top ,  and e l e v a t i n s  

t h e  t a l l  slowly t o  about a s i x t y  degree angle. Xhen f i n a l l y  

s e t t l i n g  on t h e  n e a t ,  t h e  b i r d  drop8 t o  t h e  p o u n d ,  looks  

about anxiously once more, sometimes xa i t  i n g  mot i o n l e s s  

f o r  as long a s  two minutes,  then hops quickly t o  t h e  n e s t  

and s e t t l e s  over it. :*?any t l z e s  t h e  b i rds  i s  so apprshen- 

s l v e  over some dmiger (2erhaps  myself) t h a t  she l eaves  

again wi th in  one t o  f i v e  minutes. % i l e  broodins t h e  

b i r d  h a b i t u a l l y  sat with her right s i d e  t o  t h e  b l i n d  and 

the pr imar ies  crossed over  t h e  t a i l  which came up and o u t  

t o  one s ide .  Af te r  s ; t t l i n g  on t h e  n e s t  t h e  b i r d  i s  

very q u i e t  and seems t o  love  a l l  s i g n s  of f e a r ,  o f t e n  

s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  sane 2 o s i t i o n  f o r  t h i r t y  minutes o r  inore. 

Upon l eav ing  t h e  n e s t  t h e  b i r d  normally hops on t h e  

ground f o r  about two f e e t  and then  flies away. '&en 

f lushed,  however, she f l i e s  o f f  i n a e d i a t e l y  ( bu t  does 

no t  f l u s h  e a s i l y ) .  Toward t h e  beginning of t h e  study 

she d i d  no t  f l u s h  u n t i l  t h e  i n t r u d e r  had come t o  w i t k i n  

t e n  f e e t  and a t  one t ime d i d  n o t  d l u s h  a t  a l l  while  I 

entered  t h e  b l ind .  Toward the  end of incubat ion  she sa 

seemed t o  becoxe more and more wary of i i- . trusion and 

f lushed  when f i f t y  f e e t  o r  more away. 

( 3 )  Incubat ion rhyth-g:;: 

Because of d i f f i c u l t y  i n  obssreang t h e  n e s t  f o r  an 

extended 2eriod and t h e  g r e a t  w w i n e s s  of t h i s  b i r d ,  an 



accura te  account of t h e  incubat ion  rhythym cannot be given. 

Only twice  w a s  t h e  b i r d  observed i n c u b s t i o n  when she was 

not  d i s t u r b e d  i n  soae way e i t h e r  by some unknr~wn r e d a t o r  

o r  by my ;resence i n  t h e  b l ind .  For t h e  t i 3 e s  noted, 

a t t e n t i v e n e s s  w a s  sixty minutee. and f i f t y  minutes; i n s t -  

t e n t i v e n e s s  s i x t y  minutes and s i x t y - f  i v e  minutes r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

The second record  was taken on a day dec ide3ly  wariner than 

t h e  f i r s t .  3ecause t h e r e  a r e  only two records ,  t h e s e  may 

wel l  be a f f e c t e d  by soae e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  and t h e r e f o r e  

inaccurate .  

DISCUSSION 

The l i m i t e d  number of hours  s p e n t  a t  t h e  n e s t  and t h e  

r e s t l e s s n e s s  of t h e  b i r d  dur ing  most of t h i s  time prevented 

me from reach ing  any conclusions r e g a r d i n g  incubat ing  

rhythg. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b i r d  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  s i t  on t h e  

n e s t  whi le  I w a s  >resen t  in  t h e  b l i n d ,  s i n c e  severa l  times 

I l e f t  t h e  b l i n d  when t h e  b i r d  r e fused  t o  s i t  on the  n e s t  

f o r  a grologged period, and re tu rned  t o  f i n d  h e r  incuSat ing 

and n o t  ready t o  f lush .  It  seems t o  he  t h a t  she doesnot 

want t o  g ive  away t h e  s e c r e t  asLto t h e  whereabouts of t h e  

n e s t  when she 'mows t h a t  someone i s  watching, but  r e l i e s  

upon h i d i n g  and p r o t e c t i v e  c o l o r a t l o n  t o  prevent  it from 



being seen. It probably knows t h a t  t h e  chances of discovery 

a r e  l e s s  if it remains f rozen  than  if it f l u s h e s ,  making 

t h e  p s i t i o n  of t h e  n e s t i n g  s i t e  obvious. 

(1) Slnging t e r r i t o r y  of  aale aisintained o u t s i d e  of n e s t i n g  

area.  

(2) Male does  n o t  incubate.  

( 3 )  Female i s  cau t ious  when s e t t l i n g  on ' a d  l e a v i n g  n e s t .  


