
t h e  per iod 20'July-10 August, 1949 an. aciexnpt has been 
made t o  f i n d  out if there  i s  any measurable and notable . 
ecologica3, succession in t he  small mammals of t h e  rzplanii 
aspen association,  !Phis association w a s  chosen f o r  study 
because it is very well known botanical ly  and because r e c d s  
have been kept of f i r e  dates, lumbering, e tc ,  in it, 

Three s e t s  were used aa examples of t he  aspen assootation; 
, (1) an area burmed in 1948 and now covered with Po n l u a  grand.% 

fo l i a ,  P. t r emlo ides ,  Quercus borea l i s ,  and Pte r  mum l a t i u e  
culum u5 t o  2 f t ,  hi 

-P- 
-pen and bare; (2 )  a mature, open 

aspen area, wlth Po $us andif o l l a  up t o  10WDBH, Quercus 
borealis ,   ace^ r u  rum an a a c a t t e r b g  of Plnus atrobus and 
- 

+- 
P. r e s i n ~ - s a t d e n s e  cover of Pteridium l - c ' m ( 3 )  an 
area of mature pines which have been protected from f i r e  f o r  
about 50 years, consis t ing of P i n u s  resinosa, P, strobus, 

w i t h  a few sca t t e red  Picea c a n a m ,  Yopulus s F p - z  
Amelanchier sp., with Pteridium more widely spaced than -ln 
more pure aspens, and with a th ick  ground cover of needles. 

On theseethree areas a t o t a l  of 790 t r a p  nights have been 
recorded. Traps were s e t  in es sen t i a l ly  the same pa t te rn  in  all 
areas and a standard b a i t  was used i n  a l l  cases, 

To cont ras t  these appen se t s ,  one 3-night s e t  of 60 t raps  w 
was run i n  a well-developed maple-beech f o r e s t  near EBunro Lalee, 

t 

Set 1 Set 3 se t  7 Maple-beech 
night 1-lm, 6f nlght 1-4m, 4f night 1-2m, l f  . night  1-Zh$C 

" 2-2f 2-2m,lP 9 - 1  insexed 2-3319 
" 3-2m 3-2 unsexed * 3-lm,lf " 3-2n.l 

4-6mY3f 

(nights 1-3: 15  Peromyscus 6 Peromyscus 10 Peromgsas 
11 Peromyscus sp. 2 B l a r i n a  
2 C i t e l lus )  

Table 1-Paelbinary ?able of Trap Results. 
L 

I n  ' table 1, note tha t  out of 790 t r a p  nights i n  the  aspen 
association, not a s ingle  Blarina brevicauda was cwght ,  while 
180 t r a p  nights in  the maple-beech association resulted in 2 
Blarina, It would be well t o  remember a t  t h i s  point t h a t  the  
e s s e n t i a l  difference between the  pine areas (and t h e i r  accom- 
panying aspen associes)  and the  maple-beech areas l i e s  i n  the 
so i l ;  i t s  parent materials,  humus, moisture contenb, e tc .  

To my experience, 790 t r a p  nights without a ~ l a r i n a  i s  
incredible.  Probability computations a s  t be made before any 
pos i t ive  statement can be made, but  even a t  t h i s  stage,  I belkre 
i f  i s  sa fe  t o  say tha t  Blarina brevicauda w a s  not present In 

Aspen Sets  1,3, and 7 a t  the time of trapping. 



L 
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f- Application of statistics may ahor some significance In 
the sex ra t ios  of trapped Peromgacus from s e t  t o  se t  and 
f r o m  night t o  night, 

Pendlng posbtive ldentif lcatlon of skulls of ant-eaten 

- 
Additional trapping in similar areas in the aspep associes 

l a  planned, along with plant counting and collection .of s o i l  
samples f o r  analyais of water content, P 
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