
Depot Park Quick Plant Reference Guide

This list serves as a starting point for selecting plants in and around 
Depot Park.  This list is in no way exhaustive, there are many more 
suitable plants for this area.  Make sure you consult with your local 

plants expert.  Plant native plants from reputatable merchants.
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Depot Park Quick Plant Reference Guide

Herbaceous Plants



Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Asarum canadense Wild ginger 4-8" April-MayPurple or 
brown

Interesting 
leaves and good 
ground cover

PS-SH M

Asclepias incarnata Marsh milkweed 3' June-July M WRed S-PS Butterflies

Asclepias syriaca Common 
milkweed

1-3' July-Sept S D  Orange Wildlife value

Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly weed 1-3' May-July S-PS D MOrange High wildlife 
value

Aster laevis Smooth blue 
aster

1.5-3' May-June S DBlue Native with light 
blue flower

Aster 
novae-angliae

New England 
aster 

2-4' Aug-Oct S-PS M  Violet Butterflies

Baptisia australis* Blue false indigo 3-5' June S-PS D MBlue Showy flowers, 
attracts wildlife
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Boltinia asteroides 
var. recognita

Boltina .5-2.5' July-Sept S-PS D M WWhite   Showy white 
flowers

Cassia hebecarpa Wild senna 3-6' July-Aug S-PS D MYellow

Flowers turn 
into pods that 
remain into 
winter providing 
interest

Chelone glabra Turtlehead 1-3'  July-Sept S-PS M WWhite Butterfly larvae

Coreopsis 
verticillata*

Threadleaf 
coreopsis

1.5-3' June-Sept S MYellow Bright flowers 
and fine foliage

Echinacea purpurea* Purple 
coneflower

2-3' June-Oct S-PS D MPurple Butterflies

Eryngium 
yuccifolium*

Rattlesnake 
master

1-4' July-Aug S-PS MWhite or 
green

Attractive leaves 
and flowers

Eupatorium 
maculatum

Spotted joe pye 2-6' July-Sept S-PS MPink Attractive leaves 
and flowers
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Fragaria virginiana Wild strawberry 4-6" April-June S-PS DWhite
Easy 
groundcover 
producing an 
edible fruit

Geranium 
maculatum

Wild geranium 1- 2' April-JulyRose to 
purple 

S-PS D M Ornamental

Geum triflorum* Prairie smoke 6-12" April-June S-PS DBurgundy 
to pink

Tough plant, 
purchase 
nursery-
propagated 
stocks

Helenium autumnale Sneezeweed 2-4' Aug-Oct S-PS MYellow
Bright green 
leaves and long 
lasting flowers

Helianthus 
occidentalis 

Western 
sunflower 

3' July-Sept S-PS D MYellow Birds

Liatris spicata Marsh blazing 
star

3-4' July-Aug S-PS D MPurple or 
white

Wildlife value 
and interesting 
blooms

GoldensealHydrastis canadensis 6-8” April-May PS-SH MWhite
Wildlife value 
and good ground 
cover
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Lobelia siphilitica Great blue lobelia 1-4' Aug-Sept S-PS M WBlue Hummingbirds

Lupinus perennis Wild Lupine 1.5-2.5' May-June S-PS D MPurple Wildlife value

Mertensia virginica* Virginia bluebells 1- 3' March-June S-PS M WBlue Wildlife, buffer, 
ornamental

Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot 2-4' July-Aug S-PS D MLavender 
to pink

Wildlife value

Phlox divaricata Woodland phlox 6-12" April-June PS-SH MBlue Good fragrant 
shade plant

Cardinal flower 2-4' July-Sept S-PS M WScarlet Long blooming 
bright blue flower

Lobelia cardinalis

Mitella diphylla Bishop's cap 6-12” May-June PS-SH MWhite to 
green

Evergreen 
perennial ground 
cover
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Rudbeckia fulgida 
'Goldsturm'*

Orange 
coneflower

3' June-Aug S-PS D MYellow Butterflies and 
Bees

Rudbeckia hirta black-eyed Susan 1-3' June-Aug S-PS D MYellow and 
brown

Butterflies and 
Bees

Solidago rigida Stiff goldenrod 1-4' July-Oct S-PS D MYellow Wildlife value

False solomon's 
seal

Smilacina racemosa 1-3’ May-June PS-SH MWhite Attractive foliage 
and berries

Good fragrant 
shade plant

Phlox pilosa Prairie phlox 1-3' May-July S-PS D M
Lavender, 
pink or 
white

Ratibida pinnata Gray headed 
coneflower

3-5' June-Aug S-PS D MYellow Wildlife value and 
drought tolerant

Rosa arkansana* Prairie Rose .5-3.5’ May-June S-SH D M WPink to Rose Wildlife, buffer, 
ornamental
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Veronicastrum 
virginicum

Culver's root 3-6' July-Sept S-PS M W
White 
or pale 
lavender

Dark green 
whorled leaves 
and tall flowers

Verbena stricta
Vertical 
strucuture and 
blue flowers

Purple D M WS-PSJune-Sept1-3'Hoary vervain

Vernonia missurica Missouri 
Ironweed

3-5' July-Sept S-PS M WRoyal 
purple

Tall upright 
flowers

Verbena hastata
Vertical 
strucuture and 
blue flowers

Purple M WS-PSJuly-Oct2-4'Blue vervain

Attractive, 
long blooming, 
clumping form

Foam flowerTiarella cordifolia .5-1’ April-July S-SH MWhite

Solidago speciosa Showy goldenrod 1-3' Aug-Oct S-PS D MYellow Wildlife value
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Depot Park Quick Plant Reference Guide

Shrubs



Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Ceanothus 
americanus

New Jersey tea 1-3' June-Aug S-PS DYellow to 
tan

Wildlife value, 
ornamental

Cephalanthus 
occidentalis

Buttonbush 6-12' Jul-AUg S-SH M WBall-like 
clusters

Buffer, 
ornamental

Cornus amomum Silky dogwood  6-12' June S-PS D M WWhite Birds

Cornus stolonifera Red-osier 
dogwood 

6-12' May-June S-PS M White Birds

Hamamelis 
virginiana

Witch hazel 10-12’ Sept-Dec PS-SH D M

D M

Yellow Ornamental and 
wildlife

Calycanthus florida Carolina allspice
Interesting 
foliage and 
fragrance,  
wildlife value

6-9’ May-June S-PS MRed

Physocarpus 
opulifolius  

Ninebark 5-12’ May-July S-SHPink or 
white

Wildlife value, 
streambank 
stablization, 
attracitve bark
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Staphylea trifolia Bladdernut 3-15' May SH MWhite Wildlife, 
ornamental

Vaccinium 
angustifolium

Low bush 
blueberry

1' - 2' May-June S-PS D MWhite Wildlife, 
ornamental

American elder Sambucus 
canadensis 

3-12'  June-July S-SH D M W White Birds

Spirea alba  Meadowsweet 2-5' July-Sept S MWhite Birds, butterflies

Native shrub 
with good 
winter form and 
wildlife value, 
fragrant

Fragrant sumacRhus aromatica 6’ March-May S-SH DGreen

Salix exigua Sandbar willow 5-20’ March-May S M WYellow 
green

High wildlife, 
steambank 
stabalization

Smooth sumacRhus glabra

Extremely 
drought resistant, 
fuzzy red berry 
clusters persist 
into winter

10-15’ June-July S D MGreen

50

51

52

53

54

55

49



Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Vaccinum 
corymbosum

Highbush 
blueberry

3 - 10' April-June S-SH D M WDark blue 
fruit

Wildlife, 
ornamental

Viburnum dentatum Southern 
arrowwood

6 - 12' May-June S-SH D M WBluish-
black fruit

Wildlife, buffer, 
ornamental
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Depot Park Quick Plant Reference Guide

Grasses



Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Andropogon gerardii Big bluestem 4-7' Aug-Nov PS-SH D M WPurple and 
green

Clumping form, 
good winter form

Andropogon 
scoparius

Little bluestem 1-3' Aug-Oct S D M WRust and 
green

Winter interest, 
wildlife cover

Bouteloua gracilis Side-oats grama 1-3' Aug-Oct S DPurple and 
gold

Interesting form 
and wildlife 
value

Chasmanthium 
latifolia

Wild oats 2-5' Jul-Sept S-PS D MGreen than 
tan

Winter interest 

Eragrostis 
spectabilis

Purple love grass 1-2' July S DReddish 
purple

Interesting 
purple foliage

Hierochloe odorata Sweet grass 1-2' May-June S MGold
Scent leaves 
remain green 
until winter

Panicum virgatum Switch grass 3-5' Aug-Oct S-PS D M WGold
Native with 
interesting 
foliage
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass 3-6' Aug-Oct S D M  Copper 
and green

Beautiful 
seedheads, 
noxious to 
livestock

Sporobolus 
heterolepis

Prairie dropseed 2-4' Sept-Nov S D MGold
Interesting 
foliage and 
fragrant
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Depot Park Quick Plant Reference Guide

Trees



Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Acer rubrum Red maple 40'-100' March-April S-PS M W High wildlife, 
buffer

High wildlife, 
buffer

Amelanchier 
canadensis

Serviceberry 35-50' April-May PS-SH M WWhite

Betula 
alleghaniensis

Yellow birch 60-80' April-May PS M WYellow 
green

Fall color, winter 
texture, high 
wildlife value

Betula nigra River birch 50-75' April-May S-PS M WDark brown Wildlife, buffer, 
ornamental

Carya ovata Shagbark hickory 75-100' May-June S M WYellow 
green

Wildlife, buffer, 
attractive peely 
bark

Cercis canadensis Eastern redbud 30-40' April-May PS-SH D MPink to 
lavender

Ornamental

PawpawAsimina triloba 20-35’ April-June S-SH MPurple
Wildlife value 
and edible fruit 
when mature
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Scientific Name Common Name Color Bloom Time Light  Moisture PictureValueHeight

Key:  Light, S=Sun PS=Part sun SH=Shade   Moisture, D=Dry M=Moist W=Wet, *=Not Native to Southeast Michigan

Liriodendron 
tulipifera

Tuliptree 75-100' June S-PS M  Greenish 
yellow

Buffer, 
ornamental

Eastern white pinePinus strobus 75-100'

75-100'

May-June S D M WRed to 
purple

High wildlife, 
buffer

Platanus occidentalis American 
sycamore

April-June S-PS MYellow
Wildlife value, 
leafs out late 
in spring, 
interesting bark

Prunus serotina Black cherry 50 -75' May-June S-PS D MWhite Wildlife value

Quercus alba White oak 75-100' March-May S-PS D MYellow 
green

Wildlife value

Cornus florida Flowering 
dogwood

10-30' April - May PS D MWhite Wildlife, 
ornamental
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