
 

HOME 
PLACE 

Situation: 
Relative position 
and links to other 
Locations 

Access to Service: 
Physical services: 
• Energy, water, 

sewer, waste 
disposal, road 

• Information: mail, 
newspapers, 
phone, radio/TV, 
email, internet* 

 
Access to Community: 
• Social and economic 

exchanges 
• Education 
• Proximity to work 

Access to status: 

• Rights of 
citizenship & 
homeownership 

• Social role and 
opportunity 

• Gender roles 

Restoration: 
Meet physiological 
needs: 
• Sleep 
• Eat 
• Bathe 
• Relax 
• Exercise 

 
Health: 
Protection from: 
• Natural elements 
• Natural hazards 
• Disease vectors 

Security: 
• Personal safety 

(self & family) 
• Protection of 

possessions and 
wealth  

• Sense of place 
(belonging) 

• Religious 
beliefs** 

 

Site:  
Attributes and functions 
of Place 

What's At Home? 

J. Nystuen, 
UM Urban & Regional Planning 

*Access to information usually requires a fixed 
home address and/or fixed receiver equipment, 
e.g., mailbox, phone jack, or cable TV link.  
Wireless mobile receivers, laptop computers 
and homepages on the Internet have introduced 
new spatial dynamics by adding a virtual home 
to the physical home. 

**Divine, supernatural, or 
ancestral blessings of the home 
often enhance the sense of 
place/security. 


