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Communities Result from  
Settlement Patterns

•  Today we examine briefly exploration, and 
immigration in the US

•  This romp through US history serves as a 
basis for understanding how U.S. 
communities arose

•  Immigrants bring with them their language, 
religion, culture, social norms, skills, 
judgments, etc.  



Exploration/Immigration Timeline 1492-1789

•  1492-16th Century-Spain 
explores SE & SW US
–  1565 St Augustine FL
–  1590 New Mexico 

•  1607 Jamestown-England
–  1619 1st African slaves

•  1620 Pilgrims-England
•  1626 Dutch buy Manhattan 

(New Amsterdam) 
•  1664 English capture and 

rename New York

•  1668-France-Marquette-
Joliette explore Great Lakes

•  1669 France-Louisiana & 
Mississippi

•  1754-1763 French & Indian 
War--French lose much of 
their land

•  1769-Spain-first California 
mission

•  1775-1781 Revolutionary 
War (England defeated)

•  1789 Constitution of US



Harvard 
University 
Library. Open 
Collections 
Program. 
Immigration.
http://
ocp.hul.harvar
d.edu/
immigration/



Harvard 
University 
Library. Open 
Collections 
Program. 
Immigration.
http://
ocp.hul.harvar
d.edu/
immigration/



1803 Louisiana Purchase from France
1804 Lewis & Clark explore the Louisiana Purchase-to mouth of 
Columbia River

Harvard 
University 
Library. Open 
Collections 
Program. 
Immigration.
http://
ocp.hul.harvar
d.edu/
immigration/



One of many 
guides for 
European 
emigrants 
issued in the 
19th Century.

Harvard 
University 
Library. Open 
Collections 
Program. 
Immigration.
http://
ocp.hul.harvar
d.edu/
immigration/



U.S. Immigration by Decade 1820s-1870s  
 DECADE #Immigrants% of US Pop
•  1820s  143,439 1%  
•  1830s 599,125 7%
•  1840s 1,713,251  8%
•  1850s 2,598,214 10% 
•  1860s 2,314,825  12%
•  1870s 2,812,191 14%



U.S. Cities in 1860*     (from Meinig)

Size 25,000 
to 1,000,000



Transcontinental Railroad Completed 1869
Source Undetermined 



Statue of Liberty-Gift of France 1886

Source Undetermined 



Chicago: A Case Study of Immigration

•  Chicago: 1671-1900
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/chicago/timeline/

index.html
•  By 1910 Chicago was nearly 40% foreign born 

consisting of many European ethnic groups;
•  Chicago immigration by decade
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/chicago/sfeature/

sf_nations.html
•  Chicagoʼs Fire in 1871
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/chicago/maps/

•  Source: PBS American Experience



Percentage of Foreign Born  
in Selected US Cities in 1910

•  Mean % of foreign born in US cities in 1910: 29%

•  Cities with less than 10% foreign born: Atlanta, 
Birmingham, Richmond, Lousiville, Memphis, 
Washington DC, New Orleans 

•  Cities 30-40+% foreign born: New York, Chicago, 
Lowell, Boston, Cleveland, Denver, San Francisco, 
Newark, Providence, Bridgeport



Source: PBS American 
Experience 














