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The US-31 SAVE project planned to increase safety belt use by applying the strategy of 

increased enforcement along with public information and education in a state with a secondary 

enforcement belt law through the cooperative efforts of seven police agencies across three 

counties. In Michigan, vehicles cannot be pulled over and occupants cited solely for safety belt 

nonuse. Instead, the vehicle must be pulled over for some other reason before officers may issue 

citations for safety belt nonuse. While combined enforcement and public information and 

education (PI&E) campaigns have proven successful in increasing safety belt use in primary 

enforcement states, the application of similar programs in secondary belt law states must differ 

somewhat. The stepped up enforcement can focus on increased diligence of police officers in 

citing vehicle occupants observed not using safety belts once they have been pulled over. The 

program may emphasize increased enforcement of some other section of the vehicle code which 

would permit increased traffic stops, thus providing more opportunities for safety belt law 

enforcement, or some combination of these approaches may be applied. The US-31 SAVE 

program applied the combination approach of increasing enforcement of speeding and other 

moving violations as well as providing stepped up enforcement of the safety belt law subsequent 

to traffic stops, 

US-31, a major state trunk-line in western Michigan, is one of the main commuter routes 

connecting the cities of South Haven, Holland, Grand Haven, and Muskegon with the northern 

counties of the state, and also carries seasonal traffic from points south to areas in western 

Michigan for business and recreation. US-31 is the main connector highway for all communities 

along the western shore of Lake Michigan. The large variety and number of business and 

popular recreational attractions along the lake make US-31 a busy, often congested, and 

sometimes dangerous roadway. 

The US-31 SAVE project combined heightened enforcement with public information and 

education (PI&E) campaigns in three counties in Michigan. It represented a cooperative effort 

among two western Michigan state police posts, county sheriff departments in Allegan, Ottawa, 

and Muskegon Counties, and city police departments in Holland and Grand Haven intended to 



reduce crash and injury rates on US-31 by incleasing awareness of speed and occupant restraint 

use laws and increasing enforcement of these laws. 

The evaluation of the US-31 SAVE project conducted by The University of Michigan 

Transportation Research Institute described in this report was independent from the US-31 SAVE 

project activities. UMTRI had no involvement in the US-31 SAVE enforcement and PI&E 

activities. 



US-31 SAVE PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 

The US-3 1 SAVE project began its activities with an official media "kick-off' on October 

23, 1989. The project described here curtailed its activities sharply in October 1990 due to 

budgetary constraints. The objectives of the US-31 SAVE project as stated in the Michigan 

Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP) grants supporting the project were: 

1) Generate special traffic patrols for targeted areas and times. 

2) Coordinate patrols on US-31 including officers from the Michigan State Police 
Fifth and Sixth Districts, Ottawa, Allegan, and Muskegon County Sheriff's 
Departments, and the Cities of Holland and Grand Haven. 

3) Reach specific goals for the number of hazardous moving, speeding, and occupant 
restraint citations issued. 

4) Reduce average speed on specified road segments. 

5) Increase safety belt use. 

6) Reduce crash frequencies. 

7) Work with news media to educate the public on safe driving habits including use 
of safety restraints, and goals of the US-31 SAVE project. 

8) Provide printed material to the public for information and education regarding US- 
31 SAVE and traffic safety. 

9) Develop a committee of all involved agencies to meet on a regular bimonthly 
basis to discuss overall project effectiveness as well as problems and other matters 
related to the US-31 SAVE project. 

To achieve the US-31 SAVE project objectives, a number of activities were undertaken. 

All agencies involved in the project provided selective enforcement patrols along,US-3 1 within 

their jurisdictions, trying to ensure that those periods of the day when traffic problems were at 

their peak were covered. Selective enforcement patrols included vehicles that were fully marked 

and identified as police vehicles to maximize visibility of the enforcement effort. Bimonthly 

meetings involving representatives of each of the participating police agencies were held to 

coordinate project activities. 



Patrol Activity 

Hours devoted to patrol activities for the US-dl SAVE project each month are described 

in Figure 1. US-31 SAVE patrol hours are depicted for the total of all police agencies and for 

those patrolling in each of the counties (Allegan County included the Allegan County Sheriff's 

Department, the City of Holland Police Department, and Saugatuck Michigan State Police Post; 

Muskegon County included the Muskegon County Sheriff's Department; Ottawa County included 

the Ottawa County Sheriffs Department, the City of Grand Haven Police Department, and Grand 

Haven Michigan State Police Post). These figures show that overall patrol activity increased 

fourfold in the first full month of program activities, increasing gradually to a peak in May and 

declining thereafter. Patrol activity through the majority of the program remained between 500 

and 700 hours per month. 

Enforcement Activity 

Enforcement actions taken by police during their patrol activities are described in Figures 

2-4. Figure 2 shows the number of speeding citations issued each month overall and for each 

of the three counties. This figure shows that overall the number of speeding citations roughly 

mirrors patrol hours with a noticeable peak in November, just after the program began, peaking 

again in May and July. The number of speeding citations dropped back to preprogram levels in 

October and November of 1990 (the post-program period of low enforcement activity). Not 

surprisingly, speeding citation frequency also roughly minored patrol hours for each of the 

counties. 

Figure 3 shows the number of citations and verbal warnings issued to motorists for safety 

belt nonuse. Recall that before a motorist could be issued either a citation or warning for belt 

nonuse, they f is t  had to be stopped for some other reason, such as speeding. As can be seen in 

the figure, citations for belt nonuse were issued more frequently than verbal wamings. This is 

a positive sign of the importance placed on safety belt nonuse by officers in the field. It is also 

interesting that the proportion of warnings to citations remains fairly consistent throughout the 

project period, indicating there were not periods of exceptional strictness or leniency on issuing 

safety belt nonuse citations. As was the case for speeding citations, the number of safety belt 

citations and warnings roughly followed the pattern of patrol activity. 



Overall 

Allegan County 

Od Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Od Nov 
1 89 1 90 I 

Muskegon County Ottawa County 

Figure 1. Police Patrol Hours on US31 
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Figure 3. Safety Belt Nonuse Citations and Verbal Warnings 

Issued on US41 SAVE Patrol 



US-31 PI&E Efforts 

All police agencies worked with the news media, including local newspapers, TV, and 

radio stations, to promote the US-31 SAVE project. During the course of the project three press 

releases were distributed describing the project and its successes to date (Appendix A). A local 

clipping service was contracted to collect all newspaper articles related to US-31 published in the 

media market served by US-31 in the three project counties. Figure 4 depicts the number of 

articles in which at least part of the article was devoted to a description of some aspect of the 

US-31 SAVE project (see Appendix B for copies of the articles). 

Number of articles 
10 / 

Aug Sep Od Nw Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nw 1 
1 89 1 W I 

Figure 4. Number of Articles Describing US31 SAVE Activities 

Police agencies were encouraged to regularly collect media contacts using a media log. 

Unfortunately, such logs were not maintained, and thus we are unable to accurately document 

broadcast media participation and support for the program. However, we do know that broadcast 

media did support the program. 



A wide variety of other PI&E efforts were made to publicize the program. The Michigan 

Department of Transportation installed several large 4 by 8 foot signs along the highway to 

identify the section of US-31 from South Haven to Muskegon as a selective enforcement zone. 

The signs displayed large Michigan State Police, sheriffs department, and municipal police 

department shields. The signs advised the public that they were passing through an area patrolled 

by the US-31 SAVE enforcement team. In addition, four large banners were hung on a variety 

of overpasses and buildings during periods when festivals and other events occurred announcing 

the US-31 SAVE project to event attendants. 

The Holland Police Department acted as the principal agency for all printed public 

information and education material that was developed for the US-31 SAVE project. All 

agencies involved in the project had equal access to the printed materials produced. The 

following materials were produced and distributed (copies of these materials can be found in 

Appendix C): 

• 20,000 flyers distributed to persons stopped for violations on US-31, 

@ 250 large posters announcing and describing the US-31 SAVE project distributed 

for display by interested businesses along the US-31 corridor, 

e 500 8 112 X 11" posters announcing and describing the US-31 SAVE project 

distributed for display by interested businesses along the US-31 corridor, 

10,000 US-31 SAVE stickers distributed by officers in the field and at police 

stations, 

a 5,000 US-31 SAVE key rings distributed by officers in the field and at police 

stations, 

50,000 US-31 SAVE car trash bags distributed at festivals and other events, 

• 100,000 US-31 placemats distributed to restaurants along the US-31 conidor. 





PROGRAM RESULTS 

Effects on Vehicle Speeds 

Vehicle speeds were measured prior to program implementation and at two points in time 

during the US-31 program at selected sites. Speed measurements were conducted by police 

agencies as part of their US-31 SAVE activities. Due to a lack of consistency on time and site 

selection for these speed measurements, only two sites in Holland were used in this portion of 

the evaluation (i.e., north- and southbound traffic at US-31 and 32nd Street [speed limit 55 mph], 

and north- and southbound traffic at US-31 and Central Street [speed limit 50 mph]). These 

observations were made by specially trained nonuniformed civilian officers in unmarked 

stationary vehicles at the same time of day (about 2:00 p.m.) under sunny or slightly overcast 

conditions on dry pavement. 

The US-31 SAVE program was effective in reducing average speed on US-31 as 

measured in the City of Holland (see Table 1). Table 1 describes the results of the speed 

observations made prior to the program initiation and at two points in time after the program was 

begun. While the reductions in average speed from baseline to the intervention period were 

generally modest, all reductions in average speed between the September-October 1989 and June 

1990 observations were statistically significant. Our confidence that the US-31 SAVE program 

cuased the observed decrease in speed is bolstered by the fact that speeds on other similar 

roadways throughout the state remained unchanged during the US-31 SAVE project period (R. 

Swan, Michigan Department of Transportation; personal communications, February 6, 1991). 

However, these results are from only two sites in the City of Holland, therefore we cannot state 

that speeds were similarly reduced along the entire length of the US-31 corridor affected by the 

US-31 SAVE program. 



Effects on Observed Restraint Use 

Restraint use was measured using direct observation of vehicle occupants. A carefully 

designed set of observation sites was used to sample motorists traveling on US-31 in Allegan, 

Muskegon, and Ottawa Counties during daylight hours. 

Table 1. Measured Vehicle Speeds (MPH) at Selected Sites in US- 
31 SAVE Project Area 

Overall restraint use (safety belt use of drivers and front-right seat passengers) increased 

during the US-31 project from baseline levels and then partially declined during the last two 

observation periods (see Figure 5). Preprogram observations (measured in September 1989) 

found overall restraint use to be 56.7%. Restraint use calculated over the entire US-31 SAVE 

program period (using observations from April through August 1990) was 65.1%. This belt use 

rate is significantly higher than the preprogram rate of 56.7% recorded in September 1989. 

US-31 S.B. North of 32nd1 
October 1989 
February 1990 
June 1990 

US-31 N.B. South of 32nd1 
October 1989 
February 1990 
June 1990 

US-31 N.B. at Central2 
September 1989 
February 1990 
June 1990 

US-31 S.B. at Central2 
October 1989 
February 1990 
June 1990 

'posted speed 50 miles per hour. 

2 Posted speed 55 miles per hour. 

Vehicles 
Observed 

110 
114 
136 

105 
126 
118 

108 
125 
119 

108 
127 
115 

85th 
Percentile 

5 6 
5 2 
5 1 

57 
56 
5 3 

62 
5 8 
5 3 

58 
57 
5 5 

Range of 
Speeds 

44-61 
36-61 
37-56 

40-63 
32-65 
32-62 

45-68 
35-69 
34-60 

43-70 
33-68 
38-60 

Average 
Speed 

5 1.7 
48.5 
47.7 

51.8 
5 1,4 
49.0 

57.7 
52.6 
48.5 

52.2 
50.6 
50.2 



Overall restraint use was found to have decreased slightly in October and December (the period 

when program activities declined) from the summer peak to 62.7%. Although there was a 

decline in restraint use during this period, restraint use remained higher during this period than 

the preprogram period. These findings show that the US-31 SAVE program was successful in 

increasing restraint use by drivers and passengers travelling the US-3 1 corridor. 

Sep Apr Jun Jul Jul Aug Od Dec 
1989 1980 1980 1990 logo 1980 1980 1990 

Figure 5. Overall Restraint Use at US41 SAVE Observation Sites 





CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The US-31 SAVE program designed to decrease speeds and increase restraint use along 

the US-31 corridor in Allegan, Ottawa, and Muskegon counties was successful in achieving its 

behavioral goals. Average speed along the conidor decreased significantly (although this finding 

was based on a limited sample of sites), and restraint use increased significantly (8.4 percentage 

points from baseline levels) along the conidor due to the program. 

The following recommendations are made for future programs designed to increase 

restraint use in states with secondary law provisions: 

Involve all police agencies within the target area in the program efforts. 

Coordinate enforcement activities with all involved police agencies through regular 

meetings. 

Target moving violations such as speeding to ensure frequent contacts with drivers 

and passengers who are likely to be at risk for restraint nonuse. 

Use marked police vehicles in obvious view of traffic to heighten the public's 

perception of the enforcement campaign. 

Remain strict in restraint-nonuse citation issuance; that is, issue more citations for 

restraint nonuse than verbal warnings. 

Closely link periods of high patrol activity with high levels of media activity, 

Work with local media to develop a plan/schedule for regular media coverage to 

keep program visibility high. 

In addition to the release of regular reports of patrol activities (patrol hours, 

numbers of citations issued, etc.), use special news releases to highlight special 

program activities to the media. 

Enlist and maintain support of the community for your program by reiterating the 

importance of the program and their support for reducing injuries and loss of life 

from motor vehicle crashes. 
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For release on or after October 23,1989 

US-31 SAFETY PROGRAM HOPES TO SAVE UVES 
In an attempt to encourage safer travel along US-31 through Allegan, Ottawa, and Muskegon counties law 
enforcement pawls will be increased and more citations will be issued through a new cooperative safety program 
that kicks off today. The program, " US-3 1 SAVE", will be a cooperative effort among western Michigan state 
police posts, county sheriff dcpamnents and city police departments aimed at controlling speed, safety belt use, 
and child restraint, making "Safety's #1 on 31" the goal. In addition, the Motor Carrier Division of the Depart- 
ment of State Police will participate by enforcing truck safety laws. This specially coordinated effort will run 
from October 23,1989 through September, 1990. 

The program, funded by the M i c e  of Highway Safety Planning and the United States Department of 
TransportationPIational Highway Traffic Safety Administration, will attempt to reduce vehicular accidents by 2% 
by increasing the number of citations for hazardous moving violations, speeding, and seatbelt neglect by using air 
speed timing and special M i c  group patrols along the 85 miles of US-31. 

"The phenomenal growth that the US-31 comdor has experienced in recent years has created serious concern with 
traffic flow in the am," said Michigan State Police Saugatuck Team Commander, Lt. William Smith. " 'Safety 
is $1 on 3 1' is the goal of all participating agencies. The task is too great for any one agency, however, our 
coordinated efforts will have a very positive effect on addressing the problem. Your cooperation and support will 
greatly enhance this effort," Smith continued. 

"Crash investigations indicate that approximately 90 percent of traffic accidents are caused by inappropriate driver 
behavior. Aggressive enforcement programs have demonstrated the ability to favorably impact accident experi- 
ence and the S.A.V.E. Program should do the same for US-3 1," stated Roger VanderMeulen, 
5th District Engineer, 

The agencies involved include the 5th and 6th dismcts of the Michigan State 
Police; the Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon County Sheriff 
Departments; and the Holland and Grand Haven City Police 
Depamnents. 

A kick-off press luncheon at J.J. Fimegan's in the West Shore Mall at 
US-3 1 and James Street on Monday, October 23,9:30 am. marks 
the start of this intensive effort. The press will be given opportu- 

s\ivAssq 
nities to observe the operation in action 
immediately following a brief presentation by Traffic Safety 
officials. Director, Michigan Speakers will State include Police; Lt. Karen Col. Tarrant, James Daust, Executive Deputy Director of \ ~ ~ s ~ A ~ s v '  
the Office of Highway Safety Planning, and a representative from the 
county sheriffs and local police departments. 

"A CwperaUve law Enforamem Effort" 
GYlb 



News Release 

February 13, 1990 

Law enforcement activity along U.S. 31 continued in the month of .January. The 
seven lav enforcement agencies logged a total of 670 patrol hours on U.S. 31. 
There vere a total of 766 citations issued in conjunction vith the U.S. 31 
S.A.V.E. Project, 431 of the citations were for speeding. Additionally, 300 
no toris ts were verbally warned. 95 individuals were issued ci tat ions for 
violation of the Michigan passenger restraint lavs. 

The seven law enforcement agencies involved continue to stress strict corn- 
pliance to the traffic laws, through strict enforcement. The seven agencies 
involved include the Michigan State Police, both Grand Haven and Saugatuck 
Posts, the Sheriff's Departments of Ottava, Muskegon and Allegan Counties, the 
Holland and Grand Eaven Police Departments. 

The U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. Project is funded in part by a grant from the Office of 
Eighway Safety and Planning. 

Respect fully submit t ed , 

zk;%&~q&< Blaine A. 

Grant coordinator 
Eolland Police Department 

"1 Cooperative Law Enfom8rnent Wort" 
UPT WdXB 



US 3 SAVE N E W S  RELEASE 
\ 

JUNE 29. 1-90 

Our efforts to encourage safer travel along US 31 through 
Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon Counties are paying dividends. 
Our 7 agency cooperative safety program that kicked off last 
October 23 has run now for approximately 8 months. The 
program, US 31 SAVE, is a cooperative effort among 7 west 
Michigan police agencies, consisting of the sheriff's 
departments of Allegan, Ottawa and Muskeqon Counties, the 
city police departments of Grand Haven and Holland and the 
State Police Post at Grand Haven and the Sausatuck Team. The 
program is aimed at controlling speeds and enhancing safety 
belt and child restraint use, making safety $1 on 31 our 
goal. 

The program, funded by the Office of Highway Safety Planning 
and the United States Department of Transportation National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, will attempt to reduce 
vehicle accidents by 2% by increasing the number of citations 
for hazardous moving violatAions, speeding and seat belt 
neglect by using air speed timing and special traffic group 
patrols along the 85 miles of US 31. 

The 8 month effort to date has established son2 impressive 
statistical information that reveals that the 7 agencies have 
spent a total of 901 overtime 'hours and a total of 3.833 
regular patrol hours, patrolling the 85 miles of US 31 
through the three counties. These man hours have generated a 
total of 6,842 traffic arrests as well as a total of 71 
persons arrested on various criminal offenses along with a 
total of 22 fugitive apprehensions on various warpants that 
were rsvealed during the various traffic stops'. A total of 
361 cars have been assisted with 1,254 cars being 
investigated with 2,183 warnings being issued for various 
traffic offenses. 4,050 of the 6,842 traffic offense arrests 
were for speeding and 1,033 were for violation of the various 
passenger restraint laws. A total of 520 verbal warnings 
were for failure to wear your seat belts. Of the 4,050 

''A CmemUve Law Enforcement EnW 
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speeding  v i o l a t i o n s ,  a t o t a l  of 546 m o t o r i s t s  had r a d a r  
detectors i n  u t i l i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  time t h e y  were stopped. 
During t h e  o f f i c e r s '  p a t r o l s ,  a t o t a l  of  332 complaints have 
been genera ted  t h a t  requi red  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Accident s ta t is t ics  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  85 mile 
s e c t i o n  of highway, however i n  t h e  C i t y  of  Holland, a c c i d e n t s  
were down from November 1 through A p r i l  30 a t o t a l  of  18% 
over  t h e  same period l a s t  yea r  and p e r s o n a l  in jury  a c c i d e n t s  
have decreased  by 56% dur ing  t h e  same pe r iod ,  Speed s t u d i e s  
have revea led  a decrease i n  t h e  ave rage  speed by 5 miles per  
hour i n  t h e  C i t y  of Holland and t h e  average  speeds i n  t h e  
other a r e a s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  i n  compliance with our c u r r e n t  
speed laws. 

S e a t  b e l t  compliance i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  t h a t  have been surveyed 
w i t h i n  t h e  t a r g e t e d  zone a r e  an impress ive  60% a s  compared 
wi th  49% on a s t a t e -wide  average.  

I t  i r a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  genera ted  during t h e  f irst  
8 months o f  t h e  US 31 SAVE p r o j e c t  are very impressive. T i m e  
w i l l  t e l l  on what l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  we have , ' . bu t  i t ' s  r e a s s u r i n g  
t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  motorinq p u b l i c  is t a k i n q  note o f  t h e  e f f o r t  
and a r e  v o l u n t a r i l y  complying u i t h  the t r a f f i c  laws through 
t h e  t a r g e t e d  zone. 

We a r e  p leased  t o  announce t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t s  w i l l  con t inue  on 
behalf  of t h e  7 agencies f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t h i s  f i s c a l  year  
t h a t  ends i n  October and a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time t h e  7 agencies  
or% planning Qn requestins a renswal of t h e - g r a n t  for t h e  
second y e a r ,  with t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 2 a d d i t i o n a l  departments 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  those  being t h e  Norton Shores Police 
Department and the Huskegon Township Police Department d u r i n g '  
the f i s c a l  y e a r  1990-1991. Funding l e v e l s  have y e t  t o  be 
determined b u t  it's a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  they  w i l l  be s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l s .  

The suppor t  of t h e .  news media and t h e  motoring publ ic  has  a 
very p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on our  e f f o r t s . .  The phenolnenal growth 
cont inues  t o  amaze your law enforcement a l l  along t h e  US 31 
c o r r i d o r  and t h e  s e r i o u s  concern wi th  t h e  t r a f f i c  flow i n  t h e  
a r e a  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  Safety is #1 on 31 is t h e  goal of  a l l  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  agencies .  The t a s k  is t o o  g rea t  f o r  any one 
agency, however our  coordina ted  e f f o r t s  w i l l  have a ve ry  
p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  i n  address ing  t h e  problem. Yo.yr cooperation 
and support will greatly enhance this effort. . . 
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Grant lets 
GRAND RAPIDS PRESS Holland 

police target 
violators 
on U.S. 31 

H O L L A N D  

By Ben Bwmlut  
IhrGnadRipidSRas 

T d c  is so bad on U.S. 31 through Holland 
that police figure to stop 900 speeders, 1,500 for 
other moving violations and 200 for child-sat 
AoWc?t under a new two-year highway safety 
gnnt. 

In addition, they expect traffic accidents 
could be cut by 5 p e m n t  under the g n n t  ap. 
proved this week, providing 20 houn of over- 
r i e  pasrols a wetk starting W 1. 

"I don't think we're going to have any pmb- 
!em coming up with those (speeding violations) 
nt all," said Hoiland Pol ia  Lt Blaine Koops, 
admininrator of the U.S. 31 SAVE program in a 
threeaunty area. 

Koops added the numbers set in the grant 
3pplication are not a quota but simply estimates 
based on what a patrol officer would nonrrPlly 
mite in the houn available. 

Some of the motorists stopped would be giv- 
?n warnings, and Koopr could not say how 
nuch ticket revenue will be produced. 

V e W  approval of Holland's grant came just 
.his week, Koops said, and is the first funding 
~ppmved for the program that will extend from 
Ucgan County up through Ottawa and Muskt  
p n  counties. 

In the first year of the -year effort, Hol- 
lnd will get 3343255 to be matched by S10,174 
i city money. The second year will have simi- 
v funding. The Holland City Council voted in 
uiy to approve the application and matching 
~ n & .  
Some of the kolland grant will fund Koops' 

dminimtion of the program, plus provide 
15,500 for a public information and education 
~mpaign thhugh the media and printed mate 
als. The m n u  come thmunh the state oolice 
lffice of gghway Safefy a d  Planning. ' 
Other grants are still pending for communi- 
?s throughout the region. 
U.S. 3 1, a four-lane divided highway, extends 

:st mr three miles within the Holland dry 
nits. 
Koopl pointed out that one-tenth ot all Hol- 
nd accidents happen dong  U.S. 31. Four of 
e aty's 10 worn intentctions for acadenu 
.e dong U.S. 31. 
In addition, two of the city's t h m  naMc fa- 
lities in 1988 were along US. 31. and the 
y's two fatalities thh year w e n  on that high. 
lY. 

TARGET 16,700 in 1987, a 25-percent in- 
crease. 

The extra patrols provided by the 
U.S. 31 SA~& pro+ in Holland 
will come during "high-impact 
hours," Koops said. 

.Koops said traffic studies show Two-hour overtime patrol shifts 
that on U.S. 31 at Holland's south- will be conducted by two officers 
em limit 24-hour traffic increased from 5-7 p.m. Sundays through 
from 12,500 vehicles in 1983 to Thursdays. Five-hour extra patrols 

by two officers will be from 5-10 
p.m.on Fridays and Saturdays. 

Other agencies to be involved in 
U.S. 31 SAVE (Shoreline Area Ve- 
hicular Enforcement) include the 
Ottawa and Allegan County sher- 
iff s departments, the Saugatuck 
and Grand Haven posts of the state 
police and the State Motor Canier 
District Units. rp- ,,_ -, 
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Sheriff joins .-. - U S .  -- - - -. 31 
speeding crackdown 

6y LYNN MOORE 
Chronicle staff writer 

The Muskegon County Sheriffs Depart- 
ment plans to get tough on speeders along 
U.S. 31 with the help of a $13,500 federal 
grant. 
THE SHERIFF'S department will join 

several other communities along the U.S. 
31 corridor in stepping up patrols from 
October through September 1990. 

"All over Michigan the speeding is tak- 
ing place to the point where we could lose 
$19 million in federal dollars because we 

can't get 50 percent of our people travel- 
ing at the speed limit" Capt. Orville Budd 
of the sheriff's department told county 
commissianers Tuesday. 

The commissioners formally accepted 
the grant, although Commissioner Jeff 
Funkhouser complained that the grant's 
goals include speclfic numbers of viola- 
tions the department would issue as a re- 
sult of the grant. He said that constituted 
"hunting down" violators. 

THOSE OBJECl'IVES include issuing 
1,000 citations for speed and hazardous 

moving violatiom, reducing car crashes land and Grana , Haven city police 
by 10 percent and issuing 250 citations for departments. 
s&t h i t  and child d t  violations. The stepped up pamls will cover 115 

"Why can't they just do their job." miles of U.S. 31 from Ludington to south 
Funkhouser said of the sheriff's deputies. Haven, Marked and unmarked vehi- 
"Whether it's 100 or 10,000, why don't they will be used and niae large road siw 
just go out and do it." will i n f m  motorists of the stepped-up 

Budd said the government required such enfomment efforts. 
numbers oa the grant application. 

In applying for the grant, the law en- 
MUSgECON COUNTY will work on the forcement agencies noted that U.S. 31 r e  

project known as S.A.V.E. with two Michi- cently has seen a substantial growth in 
gan State Police posts, the Allegan and traffic and accidents and that those num- 
Ottawa sheriff's departments and the Hal- bers could ciimb. 

UNDER W E  grant agreement, the fed- 
eral government will provide two hours of 
ovestime pay each week to match two 
houn of road patrol focused on U.S. 31 
and financed by the county sheriff's de- 
partment. Budd said the work will involve 
ow road patrol officer who already di- 
rects some of his time to U.S. 31. 

He said the project's increased focus on 
U.S. 31 should not cut response time. to po- 
lice calls because the road patrol officer 
normally does not answer calls. 



GRAND HAVEN, MI 
TRIBUNE 
OCT-06-89 

Police to .. swoop 
down on US,' 31 

By Dale Bteww on the busy highway, just like w h ;  ' 
Mkrrrica resulted from the M-45 program. 

Dybtra explained M-45, nick- 
rofol e n f m e n t  agenpa named *acci&t alley," had been 

an gearing up for the U.S. 31 corn-, the wontroad in the county in terms 
program to curtail speeding of fatal accidents and speeding. 

and accidenu on that heavily used Although f d  figures arc not in, he 
shaelinemQr. believts the situation on M-45 has 

Tbe pmgram is to be Wed off imprrwed dramaticalIy. "It's worked 
so=.when police agencies through- extremely well on M45.  That used 
oat Maskegon, Ottawa and Allegan to be the worst road in the caunty, 
counties will devote extra man- but since starting the there 
power and time to the project, has not ban one fatality out there." 

Oaawa County Sheriff Robert He added that neatly 20 percent 
Dykstra ,hopes the project will of the de~amnent's speedinn tickets 
reduce the*ovcraU motorists' s p e d  (See U.S. 31 qn page 3) - - 

' I  , - 

U.S. 31 
C 

I 

(Continued from pago 1) 

a n a ~ t o f t h e M 4 5 ~ .  
THE OVERALL grant, through 

the Michigan. Office of Highway 
Safety Planning, is for about 
$lso,ooo. The program is scheduled 
to run for two yean, During the fmt 
year, local agencies will receive 6U 
pacent of the funds from the p t  
and. have to supply a 40 percent 
match. The second year will be a 50- 
somatch 

The state awopiaW the first 
p t  money O a  1. 

Among the law enforcement 
agencies involved in the program 
are sheriff's departments from 
.Ottawa, Muskegon and Allegan, 
Michigan State Police (Grand 
Haven and the Saugatucksubpost), 
and Holland and Grand Haven City 
Poliw 

The stretch 0fU.S. 3 1 in Otrawa 
County is to receive special atten- 
tion because practically the entire 
. . -.. .,a , A .. .1.._". ... 

length of it has fnquent access 
points, unlike the limited access 
sarches in Muskegon and Allegan 
counties. This causes problems 
because the Ottawa stretch has 55 
mph speid limits while the other 
adwbave designated 65 mph speed 
limits. 

Estimates peg the average speeds 
on the Oaawa stretch of U.S. 31 at 
6748 mph. 

The Ottawa County Shedff s 
Department will likely hire an addi- 
tional road pawl deputy to cover its 
portion of tt# program. Dykstra said 
he will hire a new paaolman to work 
40 horn a week, all on U.S. 31 
p m i  withia the county. All the 
OCSD needs for that is approval 
fFom thg full Ottawa County Board 
of Commissioners at next Ttyday 's 
meeting. Dykstra said the grant and 
match money is already in hand and 
therefore the board decision should 
not be a problem. - -  . - - -- -I 7 -.,.. 

OCSD OFFICIALS went to the 
five townships within the cotulty to 
raise the matching funds. With the 
exception of Port Sheldon Town- 
ship, the townships were agreeable 
to the requests. Holland Township 
stepped in to cover the money Port 
Sheldon Township would not 
donate. 

Dylrstra said that was crucial. "If 
someone had not done that it would 
have blew the whole grant apart." 

While the OCSD went to the 
towqships to hire the additional dep- 
uty,' the other police agencies will 
utilize what they term a soft-match, 
or what is dcscribed'as a one-on~one 
matcfr, For every patrol hour the 
state funds, those agencies will pro- 
vide an additional hour. 

The program, officially cailed 
Shoreline Area Vehicle Enforce- 
ment (SAVE), will also feature edu- 
cational-type efforts, through the 
use of billboards, pamphlets and 
other means. 



Coonty board auwts grant for new U.S 31 pawT 1 1 1989 
GRAND HAVEN- Speeders in Ottawa Counry wiil have an eve 
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U.S. 31 speed, 
sea+ -- - belt patrols 
will begin today 

HOLLAND , 

B p w M -  
\ 

lkbmdRqwRaeP 

US. 31 spadtn, beware. 
Savar law enforcement agencies 

inthm West Michigan counties to- 
day wen to officially begin the 
long-diswsed aaddown called 
the U.S. 31 Shoreiine A m  Vehicle 
Enfolre- (SAVE) pmgam. 

Fueled by f e w  and lacal' 
m t h e - y e a r ~ r o g r a m ~  
extm patrols and a public informa- 
dm campaign to cut a p d h g  
along US.  31 and to boost enforce- 
ment of the state's seat belt law, 

. said U Richard Housenga, com- 
mander of the Michigan State Po= 
lice Grand Haven post. 

Whilt an 80-mile stretch of U.S. 

%-M-smWBmd 
fiz 

counties is their target, of- 
hope the program wiil re- 

dua speeds gnd accidents along 
Michigads e n t h  stretch of U.S. 
31. 

The agencies involved include 
the shM,sdepartmenta in the 
the count~es, plus the Grand Ha- 
ven and Holland police depart- 
ments and the State Police post in 

Graqd Haven and the Saugatudr 
Te- 

"Fhs phenomenal growth that 
the U.S. 31 corridor has exped 
enced in recent yem has aeated 
serious concern with trafKc flow in 
the an&' said Lt. William Smitk 
commander of the state police Sau- 
gatuckTeam. 'The task is too gmt 
for any one ency, hmmr our 
coordinated e 3 or& will have a very 
positive effW on a d d r c d q  the 
problem." 

The project was to be cenmoni- 
ally launched today at a press con- 
ference at JJ. Finnegan's Restau- 
rant in Westshore Mall, 

Federal funds administmd 
through the state Office of High- 
way Safety Planning are paying for 
60 percent of the program during 
the first year, with a 40-percent 
match from the townships-and dt. 
ies along the route. 

In the second year, funding is 
split 50-50 between federal and lo- 
cal soyes,, Beld said. The p m  
gram colnades with the federal 
government's fiscal calendar, from 
Oc% 1 of this year to Sept 30,1991. 

The totai cost within the three 
counties is $96,600 for 1990 & 

car year, Beld said 

The progam boosts the amount / d patrol. already underway on 

- 

US. 31. Housenga said he has in- 
creased patrols on U.S. 31 during 
the last year, with a car assigned to 
the highway 40 to 60 hours a week 
The grant will allow about three 
more horn of patrol per week 

In addition to more cars, the 
grant is paying for a public infor- 
mation campaign so motorists are 
aware of the stronger enforcement, 
Beld said 

This will range from signs posted 
dong the highway to pamphlets at 

I mstaumts and service stations. 
?he program is similar to one al- 

ready in place along a 20-mile 
' sbetch of M-45 between U.S. 31 

and Wendale. That program is be- 
ing funded by a $24,700 grant from 
Ottawa County. 

1 Beld said he's confident that the 
U.S. 31 SAVE program will do 

1 some good, given the success of the 
M 4  program. 

In 1989, there have been no fatal 
accidents on the traditionally dan- 
germs M-45. The M-45 rogram 
continues throw WL 38.1990. 

I Howenga agreed: "Hopefuliy 
1 we'll get the same muits that 

w e b  had on M-45. Strict enforce- 
ment backed up by public infoma- 
tion does get the message across." 
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U.S. 31 ' .  b :  

speed. . 
watched 

b Bv ROGER MORGENSTEAN' 
Chronide staff wnter , 

GRAM) HAVEN. - U.S. 31 speeders, beware. 
Today, w e n  law enforcement agencies in three 

West  Michigan counties officially kick-off the U.S. 31 
Shoreline Area ~ e h i ~ n f o r c e m e n f o g r a r n  It 
goes by the acmnymR.A.V.E. 

FUELED BY BOTH federal grants and local con- 
tributions, the two-year program will work to not 
only reduce speeding along the US. 31 corridor, but 
incdase enforcement of the state's seat belt law and 
provide informa tion on officers' efforts to motorists 
using the heavily traveled route. said Lt. Richard 
Housenga. commander of ,the State  police,'^ Grand 
Haven post. 

The grant program allows for beefed-up enforce= 
ment on the 80 miles of U.S. 31 within Muskegon, Ot- 
tawa and Allegan counties. said Lt. Larry Bela road 
patrol coordinator for the Ottawa County Sheriff's 
Department It is hoped the effort will r m p e e d s  
and accidents along the entire stretch of U.S. 31 in 
Michigan, Housenga said 

The departments involved are the Muskegon, Otta- 
wa and Allegan county sheriff's departments, the 
Grand Haven police, Holland police and State Police 
from both Grand Haven and Saugatuck, Beld said. 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM each community, 
along with invited dignitaries, were to attend a kick- 
off brunch this morning in Holland 

Federal funds administered through the state Of- 
fice of Highway Safety Planning are paying for 60 
percent of the program during the-first year, with a 
40 percentmatch framea&.local community. Dur- 
ing the second year, the funding is split 5O.50 be- 
tween federal and local sources, Beld said The 
program will run alonahe f g  advernmeqt:s fis- 

cXicalendar. from Oct 1 of this year to Sept 30, 
1991. 

The total cost for the program within the three 
counties is $96,600 for the 1990 fiscal year, Beld said. 

THE GRANT WILL result in an increased pres- 
ence of police c a n  on U.S. 31. Several agencies, like 
the state police out of Grand Haven, already patrol 
the corridor regularly in Muskegon and Ottawa, 
counties. Housenga sa~d he has increased patrols on 
U.S. 31 during the last year, with a car assigned hs 
the highway 40 to 60 h o e  a, week, Housenga said. 
The grant.wil1 allow about three more hours a week 
of patrol. he said 

In addition to more cars, the grant is paying for a 
.public information campaign to make motorisl 
aware of the beefed-up enforcement, Beld said. This 
will range from signs posted along the highway to 
pamphlets at restaurants and service stations, Beld 
said. 

C - 
The law enforcement program is similar to a pro- 

gram already in place on 20 miles of M-45 between 
U.S. 31 and Allendale, Beld said. In this case, howev- 
er, Ottawa County is putting up-money for this pro- 
gram, with the county paying about $24,700 for the 
f i i a l  year that began OcL 1, Beld said For the U.S. 
31 program, the local share for Ottawa Caunty is be- 
ing paid for by townships along the highway. The.M- ' 

45 program continues through. ept, 30, 1990. ' , ,. 

BELD s A ~  HE'S &it' the U.S. 31 
S.A.V.E. program will do some good, given the suc- 
cesa of the M-45 program. In 1989, there have been 
no fatal accidyts on the road ! 

Housenga agreed. 
"Hopefully we'll get the same results that we've 

had on M-45," he said "Strict enforcement backed up 
by public information does get the message, across. "' 
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Officials , . say U.S. . 31 crackdown 
will b e  a helrj. but not a cure 

. - -  - -..-a ~ " ? & ~ . + ~ . ~ < & ~ A A ~ . J ~ ~ . ? : ~ . ~ ~ ~ . - ~ * .  ..-, ,*-...-- - .  ;r&-.=L. - - -- . .  . - -  : - . . - L .  - -". -' . - +- -. - - HOLLAND 66US- 31 i;r becomthg a ' d i n b " e i o ~  

By Jon k d t  &q. But I think thd with 
TlleGnndRrqndsRns 

*a' - !' cmjkmtiion, we can make this 
The U.S. 31 SAVE pmgnm is dBcMpande!way : -).workh'' 

and not a moment too soon, asfar agkiBigine K o o ~ s  , , - 4- -=,.,- - I 

of the Holland Palice Department is concerned.-'- - 
With use of €he roadway ranning at more than a 

Sherftf Robert Oyksta 

thirdoveritsengineere(iveMde.capacityandgrawth I 

thmughout Ottawa CoUnQ expected to continue, : 
Koop and other law enforcement offidals say some- igon counties and Holland and Grand Haven police 
thing must be done to make theroad safer. , dcpartmentn The program likely will be extended to 

The US. 3 1 Shoreline Area VehicWMorcment; .; ~~0m.f it meets expectations, Koops said. 
(SAVE) program will be aimied"af%dPrmg speeds, II. Kctops, who is admhistrating the entire pagram, 
accidents and fatalities along arr 85-mile stretch of the said about $96,000 in federal grant money will be used 
federal highway, and a b  increase driver awareness .to pay overtime for officers patrollin the roadway and 
and satbeit usage. functan extra road patrol officer for $ e Ottawa County 

'We have a red problem with it (US. 31) now," Skreriff's Department, With grant matches, cost for the 
Koops said 'We just don't have themanpower during program should approach $175,000 this year. 
the high traffic times to patrol the area effwIy." "Itsnot a cure," Koop said. "I think the only way 

The year-iong pmgram, which offididly gat under- we'm going to correct it is by having the highway 
way Monday, will involve seven--b -ent change -- ba that's not available to us right now." 
agencies in a ~ ~ t y  area, induding Michigan 

' 
W1th the theme "Safety's No. 1 on 31," fepresenta- 

State Police posts in Grand Haven and Saugatdc, 
sheriff's departments in Ottawa, Allegan and *, & ~ ~ 3 1 , ~ a g e 2  

\ - - . * . - -  

U.S. 31 A a4 

, * 4 ' 
CONTINUED FROM 1 
rives fmm each of the agencies in- 
volved in the program met at JJ. 
Fmegan's in the Westshore Mall 
'Blandax m o m  kiCk off theco- 
qmative effort, which will initially 
run through Sept 30,1990. 
After a brunch and short infor- 

mational program, more than 20 
police vehides streamed up and 
down U.S. 31 in front of the mall 
with their emergency lights on in a 
symbolic slvt to the program. 

Koops said the,program is imper- 
' ative in the Holland area, whete 

there has been a m t i c  incream 
in accidents in the past year. From 
Wey Street to Washington Ave 
me, then were 85 accidents along 
U.S. 31 in 1988, according to 
Koops. But during the firs& six 
months of 1989, 60 accidents oc- 
cumd in the same area and contin- 
ue to climb, he said. 

Since Oct. I, Koaps said that Hol- 
laad officem have issued 1 15 tick- 
ets to CMWR on U.S. 31. He added, 
however, that issuin more tickets 
is not the objective o f the program. 

"Hopefully, what will occur is 
that the number of citations will go 
down once people realize we're out 
th*;mdw~-- . - O 

Koopssaid - 
The program is'ona of 15 such 

cooperative efforts throughout I Midugan and isthe second larges& 
next to a similar project on Inter- 
state 75 in Genesee, Bay and Sagh ' 

--naw counties. A similar program 
on M45 betwan US. 31 and Al- 
lendale bas been extremely effec- 
tive, officials s a i d  

" M a  was one of the worst road- 
ways in Michigan for fatal acci- 
dents," said Ottawa County Sheriff 
Robert Dykstm 'We have not had 
one this year. 

"U.S. 31 is becoming a danger- 
~ ~ ~ m a d w a y . B u t I I t h i n k ~ w i t h  
cooperation, we can make this (ef- 
fort) work." 

The project will involve in- 
creased road patml and the state 
police's "Eye in the Sky" airplanes, 
which can h e  speeders without 
the use of radar. 
LL Larry Beld of the Ottawa 

County Sheriffs Department said 
he is optimistic about whatthe pm--- 
ject wiU accomplish. 
"On M a ,  the number of acd- 

dents is decreasing and the severity 
is deaeasing also," he said. "This 
will be a more concentrated effort 
than tha4 with mom agencies in- 
volved" 
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Area poliCe agencies formed a sqisd& , .. . motorcade on southbound U.S. 31 Monday morning. 



i anti-speed 
plan starts 
By ROGER MOAGENSTERN 
Chronicle staff writer 

H O W  - Tri-Cities motor- 
is2s will be seeing more of the 

. Grand Haven Police Department 

.as part of beef&p enforcement 
along U.S. 31. 

The U.S 3 Shoreline Area Vehi- 
cle Enforcem k (S.Av.E.) pro= 
gram officially began Monday, 
with seven law enforcement agen- 
cies in Ottawa, Muskegon and 
Allegan counties participating. 

AS PART of the grant program, 
Grand Haven police wi l l  aaw have 
an officer b c t l y  patrolling U.S. 
31 for 10 hours each week, Lt. 
Gregg VanLente said after the 
program's kick-off brunch in Hol- 
land. 

Currently, Grand Haven police 
does not have an officer exclusive- 
ly assigned to patrol U.S. 31, also 
known as Beacon Boulevard with. 
in the city limits. 

Officers*: will patrol the draw- 
bridge area and,the Jackson Ave- 
nue, Washingtot] Avenue and Rob- 
bins Road intersections, among 
o t h e n  Deputy Chief Don Tague 
said In addition to speeders, po- 
lice are looking for traffic viola- 
tions, such as turning left onto 
northbound or southbound U.S. 31 
fmm Washington, Tague said. The 
state's seatbelt law will also be en- 
f o m d  

VANLENTE SAID the main 
problem within the city is. 
conjestion, while speeding is the 
main concern at  the bridge area. 

The city of Grand Haven was 
awarded $9,170 in federal money 
for the program, &d contributed 
$5,000 in local match-funds, ac- 
cording to Lt. Larry Beld of the 
Otbwa County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment. - - 

In addition to Grand Haven po- 
lice, other agencies participating 
in U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. are the Michi- 
gan State Police based in Grand 
Haven and Saugatuct the Holland 
Police Department and the sheriff 
departments in Ottawa, Muskegon 
and Allegan Counties. 
W MUSKEGON County, a 

$13,500 grant for the enforcement 
program will allow for 20 hours 
per week of patrol strictly on U.S. 
31, said Capt. Orville Budd of the 
Muskegon County Sheriff's De 
partrnent. The grant will pay for 
10 hours of officer overtime pay 
while the department will pay for 
10 hours of "straight time" for an 
officer, Budd said. 

A t  Monday's kicksff, state po- 
lice officials noted that Ottawa 
County is the fastest growing 
county in. Michigan, with much 
tourist traffic and two heavily- 
used state parks. 



Police seek 
to SAVE. > 

'pdce agencies in Allw 
~ 0 n a n d O t b W a ~ 0 ~ ~ 1  
'ties b w  a drive Monday to 
impxwe safety on U.S. 31, 
the, region's main highway 

and one of 
: its most 

dans-• 
. C a l l e d  

V . S .  3 1  
SAVE, the 
program 
.a ims.  t o  
c . o n t r o . l  
speeding 
a n d  g e t  
mot'orFs ts 

to buckle up . properly 
through educatioa and more 
stringat law enforcement un 

' the highway. 
' bca&. state ad federal 
hinds t o f i g  more than 
W,000 are earmarked for 
more dfke~~ f6 patroI the 
'highway and for a publii: in- 
formation campaign hat em- 
ploys bumper stickers, road 

- 
-7h. &dm. b . o k  will be nurn.ro"s oq U:S. 31 aher 
Monday's kick-ff of U.S. 31 SAVE, a mvucagony 
ceopem+ive etFod to enforce spod ,  soat belt ond chiid 
saf* uat laws. I - 

sips and place mLI in rcs- drive' ends Sept. 30, tiurants with safety rnt* 1- . 
sages., - - ,  - -' - b U.S. 31, A3- - - ' 

#WLLB~~W from A11 ycan, many of them in four new 
N e n o m d  that shopping mrik, Smith said. The 

us. 31 &&r w- Holland, Grand Haven and Mu+ 
:d in m t  ym cm kegon state pub each had mom 
d &a with MC than 1 million visitoft last y w .  

fo -," &i ~ t .  m- 'Yhe daily traffic rmnt on - .a Smith of the Midigan St.& US. 31 neW H 0 h d  tnerrued 26 
~ c t ;  ' ,  1 percent horn 1983 to 1987, and (be 
*The (prL (of safety on U.S, 1980 and 1989 are 
b great for my one to show in- a&" 

acy. Hownm, our emrdi- smith said. 
ed efforts have a  very with the ~~ k c  ' 

effect on ad- the came an h c r s l ~  in aCCide0tS. 
blem." . In 1988 there were 220 a d -  
~ n w a  &ty has - the dents dong the-bi-y from 
teb fastest-gdbg county Holland to the M-m COMQ 
p t  ~ W S ,  a m  . liae, according to State Police 

? W u t  Michigan Shodhe Re- rec~tds. 
aal uldopment hnmis- Three people were killed in No  
II. -. . . .  -fatal accidents on the highway . . a. L .a 



w e  0.w. 
state and f- grants WS' 

total more than $90,000 and ,hie 
matched by another $90,600 from 
the seven polics agencies in- 
dved; acfarding to Smith.' 

P o l l c e ~ s h o o t f o r ~ g  
acddmts by 2 perant by writing 
more bic%ets for kardous. driv- 
ing, speeding gad seat belt e 
g W .  They wilf'use air sped 

m a r t e d p a t r o l ~ e s i u ~  
effort. 

Jufttit ingsecn,how~,isall  
impatant as cat&@ motorists 
brealdng laws, said Lt. Larry 
W d  of the Ottawa County Sher- 
iff8 Departmult. . 

" W h a t w ~ ~ a s i m i ~  
lar pmgmm oa M 4  is that visi- 
WIty b; rmdd," Beld said. ~ , - .  - , .  

" m i n g  the number of tick- 
ets isn't the goal, The goal is less 
accidents." 

Ottawa CoPmty has assigned an 
officer to patrol U.S. 31 full time. 
The other agencies will  use the 
grants to help cover overtime 
costs. 

The agencies participating in 
the program are the Michigan 
State Palice, the Megan, Ottawa 
and Muskegon County sheriff's 
departments, the Holland Police 
Department and the Grand Ha- 
ven City Palice Departmeat, The 
Motor Carrier Division of the 
MMigan State Police will par= 
.ticipate by enforcing truck safety 
laws. 
LO. Blaine goopS of the Halland 

PoUce mpartment said, "To- 
gether, we can ,make U.S. 31 
safer." 

I !  - 



Pum. I b-rakakee g.-:6 n 
U . S ~  31 expressway ! 

I .  i . . i .  

SO& a t h e  ac0~~)micfacts of life in west Michigan that 
many are fo* ta work miles from where they live, This has 
created a new class of commuters wha'can be seen, morning 
and afternoon, hurrying ,up and down U.S. 31 between - 
Mriskegon, Grand Haven and Holland - even gs fq south as 

* .  * 
1 ->++, ,: a 

, /-- 

Some of us, it seems, have been hurrying a little too much 
along this alieady heavily traveled highway - hence the 
birth of We US. Shoreiine Area Vehicle Ehforcement 
prbgram, or S.A;V.E. I 

S.A.V,E, wkkh began officially on Monday, is a combined 
effort by setrea law enforcement agencies in Maskegon, 
Grand Haven and Holland. During its 2-year life, it will beef 
up enforcement of speed b i t s  dong an 80lmile stretch of 4- 
lanehighway and also enforce seat belt laws. By various 
means, it will attempt to rk ind motorists that the speed 

i limit is bractly what the signs say it is. 
~ y a n y  &nth&, it's a good program. Let's remember that ' 

the wtible point of going to workand bringing home a 
ps3ideds is tot . advance . our l i v e  not cut them short. 

MUSKEGON, MI 

CHRONICLE 
E-44,986; 5046,697 

OCT-Z9-89 - .  - .  -" - .  

1 LOCAL NEWS HIGHLIGHTS, OCT. 22.28 . I - - 
M ~ Y .  

GRAND HAVEN - tpa &orctm&t agjeacies in 
thra Wes2 Michigan counties offidally~kidted off 
tha US. 31 &-Area Vehi e orcement pro= 
gram hacd by both federa ?"% gram an local con- 
tribut;ions, the m y e a r  program will  work b'not 
only rednce speeding along the US, 31 corridor,, but 
bereme enfomment of the state's seat belt law and 
provide information on officers' efforts to motorists 
wing tW heaoilg traveled route, said Lt Richard 
Boasaga, amunander of the State Police's Grand 
Ham pose 



GRAND RAPIDS, MI 

PXESS 
F 175.669: 5-138.885 

DEC- 4-83 

- BELTLINZ'tottaia Countv drivers 
on U.S; 31 are more likely to use seat belts . . 

S e a t b e 1 t u s e b y O # a f t r e C ~ t y ~  
on U.S. 31 is higherthan the state average, 
accord@-to a recently released University 
OfMichiganstucfy. - .  . 

AsMy of driven oathe federal Mgtrway 
by U-M's Tmsportation Research Insti- 
~ ~ 3 e p t 2 0 . 2 2 s h o w e d t h a t 5 9 p e r -  
cent'of d r i m  on US. 31 in Ottawa County 
whn wearing3heir scatbtltr, more than 12 

higher than the state aveage of 46. 
7peicflrd. . .  - - - - 
~ t a d a l s b o ~ t h e ~ h o p e b o ~ c  

atreducingJpetdsandacddentsandh- 
~ s a O e q o n t h e ~ e  

In Octobar, seven law enforcement 
agencies, indudbagtwo Michigan State Po- "-*sP departmentsfrpm~ 
wa,Wegan Muskcgan cou&s and 
lice deptments from Holland, Grand 

P R p l i o i n e d ~ i n t t m ~ y e a t ~ ~ , 3 ~  
SAVE project. - .  

r 
- - - i  ----- 

%~-US. 31 pmject is aq coop& pro. 
seven agencies, so it Wl be 

to evaluate the cooperative na- 
ture of the agencies," said Fredrick Streff, 
m c f  with the U-M btbte. "It 
makes it ripe for evaluation" 
s~saidtlleavcragcsinottawa- 

, tg were higher than the stak ~ Q W  "but 
not much bigher." 
TheuselooksIikeitisbigherinOttaw~~ 

County mn he said, "but a lot 
of those areas are frctway ateas where 
scatbc;t use is typically hi@efOn 

Holland Poke Department U ~laine 
1 .. + -  

I 

I b p s ,  w)lacboidinatesthe U.S. 31 SAVE 
project, said. he was by the re- 
sulksofthe surny. 

' 
"I thought it would have been a little low- 

erern he said 
Ygue?uwfratfsmmsurpd&gisthe 

a g e ~ t h a t u ~ s t t r e ~ "  
~ccordingtothasunng, driversoverthe 
af 60 had tha highest qmpfiance rate 

Yk2pment,aqmnxito802-nt 
fordrivas aged3059 andjust47.5pexa 
for drmQs uader the age of 30. 

~$eopleintheagegroupstbttra~ 
~ b e e n t r a i n e d t o u s e t h e s e a t -  
beb - die younger people - &nY= 
~ " K O g p S I l O t c d .  ...- . 

~ h ~ ~ i d t h e ~ h a s a d p u e d f m a  
'from tile National 

rw-onrn sE!gZz&Z 
the wear span of the project % thep - a good twm&t 

w i t h t h e p ' e c f ~ w ~ ~ ~ e a t  
tb-*L&we-ta- 
a basehe of informatioa- on which we 
couldtrack~htherrsage-(druing 
the project)." A- ~. ? 

-. -- 2 -..---- - - - - 
- m e m ~  is looking to to 

' with seabelt'. use by the 'end of 
-t1991; Streff said, but he added that 
' god had been pushed bade from 
1989. 

"Ifsave diffiaritnuttocra&" 
he s a i d  4 a people that were 
swayedeasiIy=alrradyusing 
their s e a h b ,  but the people that 
&nlt are the ones that mos& likely 
wiU be in aashesW 

Koopssaid he is "wiry interest- 
ed" tu see the data produced by the 
study and said it could be key in 

5"" money to continue the U.S. 
1 SAVE project 
"This could wd be t& test for 

the entire gianting prckedute as 
w e ~ i t , " h e s a i d .  - .- 
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U.S: 31 study s h o e  high ,rate of seat belt use 
-4 JO" B d t  

I 

\ 
:\ ' 

"The U.S. 31 project Is a 
:.qJeq,;rQnaRapldrPnaP* 

P N ~ J ~  

. . a between seven agendw, so It be interesting 
. - a  to evaluate the cooperative nature of the agen- 
. d a t  belt use by btuwa County driven on cies." said Fredilck Streff, msearcher with the 

a .U:S. 31 is higher than the state aveqge, accord- U-M institute. "It W e s  it for evaluation." 
: @g to a recently released University of Michi- ' Streff said the averages Ottawa County 
I gsn study. 

t 
were higher than the state norms, "but not 

t - -A study of drivenr oa the federal highwa by much higher." 
u-M*s Transportation Research Institute gorn "The use hoks like it is. h i a &  in Ottawa 
Se t. 20-22 showed that 59 percent df drivers on ' County than statewide," he said, "but a lot of 
U.Q 31 in Ottawa County were wearing their those areas are freeway .rus where seat belt 

-  eat belts, more than 12 percent higher than the use is tyfcally higher." 
state average of 46.7 percent. Lt. Bla ne Koops of the Holland Police Depart- 
' Officm from the institute hope to use the ment, who amrdinates the U.S. 31 SAVE ro- 
results of the sulvey to get a grant to stqdy the ject, said he was auprised by the results o the 
effects of the recent1 implemented U.S. 31 

P 
Shoreline Area Vehic r e Enforcement (SAVE) 1 "I t ought it would have been a little lower," 
project, which is aimed at reducing speeds and he said. "I guess what is mom su~r i s ing  is the 
a ~ ~ d e n t s  and increasing safety on the highway. age grarr use the seat belts. 

In October, seven law enforcement agencies, ' Acco n twthe survey, drivens over the age 
: indudingtwo Michigan State Police sts, sher- of 60 had t e highest compliance rate of 75.2 

iff's departments from Ottawa, d legan and percent, compared to 60.2 percent for drivers 
Muskegon counties and police departments aged 30-59 and just 47.5 percent for drivers un- 

1 fr6m Holland and Grand Haven, joined forces in der the age of 30. 
the two-year U.S. 31 SAVE project. . - "The people in the age groups that have sup- 

pme@y been tialned to use the seat belts -the 
younger peaple - don't use them," Koops said. 

Streff M d  the institute has applied for a grant 
from the National Highway Traffic Safety ~ d - 1  
ministcation to study seat belt &el during the1 
two-year span of the project. 

"I think they have a good thing oin with the 
pro'ect and we want to document ts e ects," he d f B  
sai . "We wanted to produce a baseline of infor- 
mation on which we could track change in the 
usa e (during the project)." 

x e  NHTSA is looking to to achieve 70 per- 

1991, Streff said, but he added that goal had 
been pushed back from l9$9. 

"It's a very difficult nut to crack," he said. 

cent compliance with seat belt use by the end of 1 

le that were swayed easily are already 
seat belts, but the ple that don t 
that most likely WE? be in crashes." 

Koops said he is "very interested" to see the 
data produced by the study and said it could be 
key in getting money to continue the U.S. 31 
SAVE project. 

"Thii could well be the test for the entire 
granting procedure as we know it." he said. . 
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Fatal crashes # '  .; - 

" . 

along: M-45 . . ,. . 

f i  OTTAWA COUNTY . 

By Jon Bnrndt i % 3% ; a  - 
nmG,&ibpidaRCII - I 

owty shouldbe 
; 

McEatalities 
Coun acco* 

to county and state law enforcement o dals. "&n 8 
ciab from the Ottawa County ZherifPs Depart- 

ment and the Michigan State Police post at ur2lnd Ha- 
the satistics show t& their stepped-up pa- 

=rig thr stretkh of rmd~have .been worth the. 
expa88 and eCIoh , ', 
in addition& has given M& hope to agencies 

invoked in a iimilar. project along US. 31 in Ottawa, 
AUegan and Muskegon counties. 

"It b been exdent," said Ottawa Coun Sher- 
iiis D q r b m t  U, Larry Beld of the effects o 7 t)ie M- 
45 patrols. 1 think we ended, 1989 on a high note" 

Shce late 1988, the sheriff's department arid the 
M W g a n  State Poiice lmve*posted signs along the 
mad warning motorists of increased traffic enforce- 
ment along the road, Increased awareness, combined 
with stricter mforccmcnt, have made the road safer, 
Bdd said. 

, T h i s  isn't just a unique year,".said U Richard Hou- 
s e w G r a n d  Haven post commander for the Michi- 
gan State Police. 'Those things don't just happen.": 
From 1980 through 1988, at least 15 fatalities were 

mcorded along the state highway, which runs from 
Standale west to Laki Michigan. T M c  on the mad 
has steadily increased for a number of reasons, includ- 
ing --growing enrollments at G y d d  Valley ,State 
unimity. 

"Did we do it? I think ,we had a significant impact, 
but we didn't do it alone," he explainecLA"Ihe drivers 
had a big part in it. If the drkers are looking for w, - they're looking out for each other, too." 

Although the npnber of accidents along the road- 
way conhnued to dimb in 1989 - Beld said approxi- 
mateiy 4,300 Wdents occurred, up from 4,117 in 
1988 and 3,169 in 1980 - the.seri01uness of the acch 
dcntshasdedined. . 

a r ~ y - '  

"Call itiijt-littie 
1 

. of qeryth~ng," Housenga s a i d  
"But I've never seen a situation like 
this, where this is art off to no* 
ing. To have gone from where we 
were to where we're at the d t s  
are just p h e n o m d  

"Fhe grant has paid for itself." 
During the same time period, 

Bald repofled that county deputies 
isared more than 2,790 tiikets 
along M-45, up from about 500 in 
1988. Citations issued by state 
tmopers have increased as well, 
but Bdd said it's unfair and unreab 
istic to measure the success of the 
ptognrm by the number of tickets 
isjucd. 

"No one gains from that," he 
-Sad.'"rha object of the program is 
to bring people into compliance, 
n o t t o ~ e t i ~  - 
"If we could bring people into 

compkce without issuing any 
Wwb, the progam would still be 
asuccus." 

Both men said-the success of the 
M 4  P~TM h& made them opti- 
mistic that a similar project along 
U.S. 31 that began in October will 
h a w s h i l a r ~ t s . ~  

In all, more than $50,000 in state 
md Mxts, combined with 

1 matching funds, are 
paying for the increased patrols 
along M-45 and US. 3 1. 
LL Blaine Koops of the Holland 

Police Department said figures on 
?ha US. 31 SAVE pmjject are just 
ksinning to be compiled, but early 
statish an heartening. 

b p s ,  who mrdinatcs the pm 
jet for the man law enforcement 
agendes involved, said 1,082 ti&- 
eb wen issued fn>m late OdobeP 
through Nov. 30, induding 713 
specdins tick- Koops noted that 
116 of the vehicles pulled over for 
Specdingwere equipped with radar 
dacctionsystems. 

'Themessageisittheyspend 
money to dfiumvent the system, 
tlzey'm still going to get nailed," 
Koops said "A radar detector does 
no0 makt you immune to a speed- 

dtattorL" "8. ~ d d f t i o ~  KOO~S said 136 pas- 
scrlgtr rtStraint violations were 
cited, along with 307 verbal warn- 
in@ issued. An endsfitheyear 
'compilation of detailed statistics 
from the project will be released 
later this month, Kwps said. 

' "I think we're doing really well," 
Koops said. "But this is only one 
side of the issue. We still have to 
wait to see if the acddent volume is 
going down like we want" 
. "I think it's too early to tell if it 
has been effective so far," Beld 
said, "I don't think the number of 
h o w  we have put out there have 
been enough to change the driven' 
atWwles out there, @ut) I am still 
optimistic" 

Koops, Beld and Housenga all 
agreed that education on the U.S. 
31 project needs to be stepped up in 
the corning months to make the 
project successful. Signs informing 
drivers will soon be in place, and 
information is being distributed in 
mitawants, schools and other out- 
lets. 

"The mon is well-spa" 
bops  &i '%e short dollar win 
k~ve! Inn@ efkts .  We want to keen 
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No fatal 'crashes occurred along M-45 in 1,989 
combined with, 'stricter enforce- we& to where we're at, the results 

o T T A W A C o U N T Y  -ment,havemadethemadsafer, arejustphenomenallhegranthas 
Beld said paid for itself." 

By Jon Brandt ' 'This iust a unique year," During the same time period, 
nleGRndIhpidsRar said Lt. Richard Housenga, Grand Beld reported that county deputies 

Haven post commander for the issued more than 2,700 tickets 
If 1989 ~as~anyhdication; Otts- Michigan State Poiice. "Those along M-45, up from about 500 in 

wa County should be a safer place things don't just happen.". 1988. Citations issued by state 
for diiveft in the 1990s. Fmm 1980 thmugh 1988, at ldm troopem have increased as well, 

For the firs& time in 10 years, no ' 15 fatalities were recorded along. but Beld said it's unfair and unreal- 
trafRc fatdtieq were recorded the state highway, which runs from istic to measure the success of the 
don$ M 4  in Ottawa County; ac- S&andaIe west to Lake Michigan. pmgnnrby the n-r of tickets. 
cordtng tta county and state lay en- -Traffic on the road has steadily in- issued. 
forcement offidals. - creased for a number of reasons, "No one gains from that," he 

Officials from the Ottawa County including ever-growing enroll- said. 'The object of the program is 
Sheriff's Department and the ments at Grand Valley State Uni- to bring people into compliance, 
Michigan State Police post at vemity. not to issue tickets. If we could 
Grand Haven say the stathim "Did we do it? I think ve  had a bring people into compliance with- 
show that their stepped-up patrols significant impact, but we didn't do out issuing any tickets, the pro- 
alon the stretch of road have been- it alone," he explained: "The driv- gram would still be a success." 
wo 4 the expense and effort , e n  had a big part in it. If the drivers Both men said the success of the 

In addition, it has giwn renewed dre looking for us, they're looking M-45 project has made them opti- 
hope to agencies involved in a simi- aut for each other, too.'' rnistic that a similar project dong 
lar project along U.S. 31 in Ottawa, . Although the number of a& U.S. 31 that began in October will 
Allegan and Muskegon counties. dents along the roadway continued have sinilk results. 

"It has been excellent," said Ot- to climb in 1989 - Beld said ap- , In all, more than $50,000 in state 
tawa County SheMs Department proximately 4,300 accidents oc- , and federal grants, combined with 
L& Larry Beld of the effects of the, curred, up from-4,117 in 1988 and various local matching funds,, are 
M 4 5  patrols. 3,169 in 1980 - the seriousness of paying for the increased patrols 

Since late 1988, the sheriff's de- the accidents has dedined along M-45 and U.S..31, 
partment and the Michigan State "Call it a lot of luck; call it a littie Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland 
Police have posted signs along the of everything," Housenga said Police Department said figures Cn 
road warning motorists of in- "But I've never-seen a situation like the U.S. 3- project are just 
aeased traffic enforrement dong this; where this is ,cut off to noth- beginning to be compiled, but early 
the road increased awareness,- ing. To have gone from when we statistics are heartening. - I 



US.. 31 speeders 
get swift' lesson 

JON BFMNDT tober Lhan in any period before: 
Chronicle News Service - , said Capt. Orville Budd, head of 
wtth local reports the. cfepartment's operations 

- Speeders are getting the ma-' division- 
sage: 31 is an expensive place - In the f i l  quarter of 1989, po- 
ta put the pedal to the metal: lice of several departments isstfed - me U.S 3 U v , ~ ,  (Sbreline 2,110 traffic citations. Of those, 

. v e w e  ~ n f o f ~ e m e n t )  Muskegon County Sheriff's officers - phjecf ,a. coordhated at. wrote 183 tickets -* 166 tickets for 
' t& we driving operat& moving violations including speed- 
. - ~ t h  grant funding since last oc. ,. ing, no seat beits or drunken driv- 
h, paying safer traffic ing - apd 17 for such non-moving , 

'. flow and more. tickets issued, pa- hfmctions ha*g only one 
. Iicaoffidalssaid headligfif bad brakes or bald tires. 

Budd said grant funds allowing 
C0mQ'!3 his depulmentr participation in tion of the mad, sheriffs deputies 

note five times- ticket3 the.$gram a& allowed shaiffs 
aCf the ProPam began last Oc- deputies to patrol the roadway, - - - , -- which they previously did' not do 

routinely. 
: "OUR A-ON to the ... 

state highway was limited before 
because of our duties on the sec- 
ondary roads, which is our main 
~ p m i b i l i t y , "  said Budd. , "This 
@ant has brought about extra 
monies for patrol of US. 31 per *." 
Officials for the U.S. 31 S.A.V,E. 

project said Monday the resulb 
from the first three months of the 
project .were both "expected" and 
"$hocking.'" I - _._ .- - . - .- - 

But moat of dl, they said, the In 1989, f6r.G first time in 10 The Grand m v e ~  72!&e De- 
stepped-up efforts to patrol the yean, there were no fatal car a c  partment wrote UP 132 traffic via- 
madway's 8bmile segment . Cidents on M-45 within Ottawa lations through Dec 31 as part of 
through Allegan, Ottawa and Mus- County, due in. p& officials hgve the. U.S. 31 program, said Lt. 
kegoa counties seems to be said, to a steppedoup entotceqent Gregg VanLen* patrol coardina- 
FRO- -, - effort beween the State policg tor for the department The cita- 

aad the Ottawa County Sheriffs tions included 31 speeding tickets. LT. RICRARD Housenga. mm- mparhent, 
mander of the Michigan State Pw In t o w  2 J l O  traffic citations 

r14r -. L. . I .  w h  issued by.officerg from seven lice's Grand Haven W ad he's* ' HOUSBNGA AC'lW0WL- '*law a o r c e m a t  agenda  .along  PI-*^ the P ~ W -  
( EDGED that f a t i i t i a  m not as - U.S 31 fmm mk m g h  

- !'The effort,lf think, is excellent. l a ~ g e  a problem on U.S. 31 as they c e m k  1989. Among those were 
-For mulfs, I t h i ~ I ~  it's too early to , have heen on MdS, but he's look- 1,264 speeding tickets, including 
kll," he said: adding he's hopeful inB fop good resulk with the 253 issued to driven using radar 
the results wil l  be just as encourc 31 S-A.V+E- Program in terms of detecton. In addition, a total of 
aging as those found on 20 miles of *- speeding and seat-belt 565 verbal warnings were ma& 
selected enforcement on M-45. enforcemenb , . during the threemonth period. 

- .  



GRAND RAPIDS, Mi 

U.S.31 enforcement . - up 

Driwm bewan. Nat even your 
radar detectors win save you from 
spetdins tickets on US. 31. - 

Just ask the woman who was 
caughtdriving98milesperhour 

northbourad through Holland Frbr 
dayaftenmon.Htnwasjustoneof 
the2,llOtrafaccitatiOnsthathrwc- 
beenissrtsdsincetheUS3lSAVE . 
p m j e c f b e g a u l a s t ~ -  - 

O f k U s  for the US. 31-SAVE 
@hmdine Area V W e  Enforcb 
ment)projectsaidMondaythere- 
suttsfn#nthhfirsttiveemolzthsot 
t h b p d O j e c t ~ b O f f L U ~ *  
and " s h e n  But most of ail; 
t h e y w ~ ~ u p e f f o ~ ~  
patrol the 8!5-mile-l stzwtch of 
U S  31 in Wegsn, "&, wa and 
Muskegoncwntiesscgm~tobe - .  
WO%hrewisapr&ian 'we 
butth~rc,~saidHoltandPdicbU~ 
BlaineKoap4"butwhenwasee 
the nuder  of violations that we 
have,it'-tometha 
problem that we do have." 

Although there am no Arm num- 
b e n t o m h i m u p , K o o p a ~ -  
mandthatnearfytllreettmesas" 
many tickets haw btcn issued 
along the stretch of highway this 
year than during the same period 
Myeat. 
In tatat. 2.110 traffic dtations 

w m  issued by officers from seven - 
law enforcement agencies along 

Signs were posted Friday along US. 31. . . 

US. 31 fro* Oaober thmugk de- the threemoLth pcridd 
cember 1.989. Among those were To aid the public's awareness of 
1264 speeding ti- including the 12-month, $175,000 project, of- 
253 issued to dtiven using radar f i d a  have installed six sipru 

1 

dctectom. In addition, a t d  of 565 , .lbne 31 "eMw-= madeduring *Saf&ys #l on 31." *pa 
sassed that the object of the pro= 
ject is not to write tickeg, but to 
redua accidents and save lives. 

"If we can save just me life or 
reduce s o m d s  suffering by any 

I think it would be a total 
-" he said In Holland of& 
cws have issued a total of 712 cita- 
tions, induding 297 speeding tick- 
ets.\ 
U William Smith, commander 

of the Saugatuck post of the Michi- 
gan State Potice, said the program 



- 
i j ~ g o i n g ~ ~ ~ ~ *  ForresultsIthinkit'stooeariyto 

"I thkrk it's meting ou expeda- a'' he said, adding he's hopeful 
I dons so far*'' he said. "Unfartp the results will be just as encoutag- 

nateiy* it win be a lit* while before in as those found on 20 miles of 
we know if we've made some d out s f  ected enforcement on M-4S. 

In 1989, for the fint time in 10 
v&dt&program y~there~~mfata lcaracc i -  
said&'shsardr#,negatham dents on M 4  wfthkr Ottawa 
nsmbabouttheprojectfronathe C a m t y , d u e i n p a r t , o ~ h a n -  
pubksotat. said, to a stepped-up enforcantat 

is stin in its infan- ef'fort bet wee^ the State Poiia and 
~~m=lthinktheagen- t t i e 0 t t a w a ~ S ~ ~ s D e  
dcs involved are rnakifig a tremen- partmcnt. 
dow effott." ~owanga acknowltdged&h 

L t % E Y X o w m p , ~ ~  t l l l & . u . a o t a s ~ ~ ~ p t b ~ c m  
man& of the Mi';c)ligan State Ib- on US. 31 as th have bear on M- 
lice's G r a d  Haven post, said he's a 45; but he's loo I n  ' g for good re= 
been pleased with the program. suits with the U.S. 31 SA.V.E. pro= 

'Iha effort, 1 think, is excellent. gram in tmns of specding and seat 

.beit enfomxnent 
Thc Grand HaMn Pollce - 

ment wrote up 132 trafficviolations 
~eJIDeC31asparto f thcUS.  
31 program; said U Gregg Van- 
Lcntc, palm1 coordinator for the 
deparCmerot The citations tnduded 
31~pdh$t idrek . 

Y think Itt going real we& &tr 
offian are working 10 h o w  P 
week (as part of the grant)," Van- 
lanth said. 
- Otbcragendesttmdvtdwiththe 
project indude the sheriffs 
merits. trom Ottawa, Allegan and 
Muskegon counties. Koops said Ot- 
tawa deputies have issued 453 ata- 
tiom since October, inchding 281 
spetdingddres. 



GRANO HAVEN, MI 

TRIBUNE 

'Law yenforcement officials 
praise U.S: 31 venture 

, Law'enforcunent agencies of the "U.S. 3LS.A.V.&" pmjat 
today armounced successful results for the f i t  three months of the 

. coopaative eafmment  along U.S. 3 1. 
Seven aru agenciq report that a total of 2.1 10 -c ci& tions 

have b n  issued from OCL 1,1989 through m. 31, 1989. of 
thosecitations, 1364 were speeding violations, 255 for other haz- 
adom violations and 537 other non-hazardous violations. Records 
indicated that 174 of the speeders who were stopped were using 
mdar detectors at the tim'e of the tickec 3 3  motorists stopped for 
spading.wen cited for seatbelt violations. To date, the project has 
netted 30 amsts b d  of those, three were felony arrests for various 
offenses and six mts were for oucratingavehicie while intoxi- . . - 
cated. \ -. 

During thb initial tlme-month period, agcncies?nvolved witb 
Wproject travelIed over 2f.000 miles along U.S. 31 and logged 
ovet L$lo man houn. h e  two-year project focuses on encourag- 
ing safct travel through strict enforcemenrpolicies along U.S. 3 1 in 
Ottawa, Muslagon and Allegan counties. Data on accidents and 
speed coun w am not available yet, according to reports. ' 

Agencies involved in the U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. include the 5th and 
6th District of the Michigan State Police, Allegan, Ottawa and 
Muskegon County sheziffhtepamnents and the Holland and 
Grand Haven police departments. The program is funded in part by 
ttke Office of Highway Safety P!anning and'the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. - 



CHRONICLE 

in Ottawa 
Chton~cle News Servtce 
GRAND RAVEN -- Criminal 

a m s d  'rose slightly in Ottawa 
County last year. following a 4.33 
percent jump in calls for service, 
according to the sheriff depart- 
ment's annual report. , 

Sheriff Robert Dykstra k d  
while tk&prtment did not see a 
dramatic increase in many serious 
cnmes. like murder and aggravat- 
ed assault, ' deputia are busier 
than ever trying to handle the 
gtotimg~tomplaint load 

Ih' 1989, cornpi&ts rose 4.33 
percent, from 31,012 in 1988 to 
32.356. Criminal arrests increased 
from 2.957 in 1988 to 3.075 in 1989, 
representing a 3.99 percent jump. 

The department reported one 
mutder arrest, 29 arrests on crim- 

. ', inal sexual conduct. 10 robbee ar- 
mts and 46 arrests for aggravat- 
& asqitlt ih 1989. . . 

The 'department experienced an 
incfease in murder 'complaints - 
frorn none in 1988 ;to two in 1989 
-. and in sexual penetration com- 
plaints. a jump from 52 in 1988 t~ 
67 in 1989. 

.But some crimes decreased in 
number. Aggravated assault com- 
dainu,  for instance. fell from 115 
[n 1988 to 64 last1 year, and 'bur- 
gbries decreased from 567 in 1988 
to 460 in 1989. 

"I SUSPECT w ~ t h  the number of 
cmplalnts increasing. the arrests 
will continue to increase,".Dykstra 
said. "The county is growing so 
rapidly in term of population. So 
with that comes additional com- 
piaiuu and calb for semi=" 
', Among the busiest areas for 
complaints, Dykstra said, is 
around N'estshore Mall at  James 
Street and U.S. 31 area. He specu- 
lated that area alone accounts for 
the large increase ip larcenies 
from cars. burglaries. disorderly 
conduct. and check violations last 
vcrar 

2- - 
For instance, simple larcenies 

m e  from 770 in 1988 to 814' in 
1989. Complaints of grand la rcc  
nies increased from 844 in 1988 to 
1,048 in 1989. And check violations 
more than doubled, from 100 in 
1988 to 214 last year. 

71 COULD but a deputy out 
there all day long and he would al- 
ways be busy," Dykstra said. 

Meanwhile, criminaI sexual con- 
, duct complaints-are strll oa the 

rise, a trend Dybtra said h a s  been 
continuing fofi several years. 

In 1989, the department handled 
67 sexual penetration complaints, 
and 37 sexual contact cases. 
Those figures represented in- 

creases from 1988, when the d e  
partment received 52 compiaints 
of sexual penetration and 28 sexu- 
al contact complaints, 
Dykstra credited the state and 

federal grants increasing patrol 
along M-45 and U.S.31 for the rise 
$ tpffic arrests last .year. 

. . The SAVE U.S. 31 program went 
into effect hR2EBtter part of the 
year, but the beefed-up patrol on 

' M-43 - one of the most dangerous 
stretches in Ottawa County ;- 

- startedIa3t Januarp. 
DYKSTRA SAID that elfort 

may ih part amount for the ri9e in 
speeding anests throughout the 
county last gear, 4.831, up from 
3,443 in 1988. Seat belt arrests cat- 
apulted f rop  410 in 1988 to 1,196 

, .last year. 
overall, the department report- 

ed a 31.2 percent increase in traf- 
- fic arrests, a jump from 9,508 in 

1988 to 12,489 last year; 
, The number of fatal accidents 
dropped by one - from 25 in 1988 
to 24 in 1989. In total, 28 people 
died on Ottawa Couaty roads last 
year, compared to 29 in 1988. 

Alcohol was involved in 317 of 
the traffic accidents last year, 

. down from 331 in 1988. 
Of the alcohol-rela ted accidents, 

drinking was a factor in eight fa- 
talities, up from six in 1988. 

I Dykstra doesn't expect the 
growing number of criminal coma 
plaints to decrease, in light of the 
burgeoning county population. 

- IRE PLANS to push the county to 
hire more deputies and an addi- 
tional investigator next year, if the 
curtent hiring freeze ends. 
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Ottawa Countv'; ' 
crime up in1989 

- HOLLAND rapidly in tenps of population. So 
. with that comes additional com- 
plaints and calls for service." 

BYmm z Among the busiest areas for 
~ h r m ~ q i & ~ r m 8  complaints, Dylrstra said, isaround 

Westshore Mall. at James S t r a t  
CriminaLarres&nweslightiyin and U.S. 31. are51, He specdated ' 

Ottawa County last year* following that area alone abunts.for the- 
a 4.33 percent jump in calls for ser- large in- in larcenies from 
vice, according to the sheriff de- can, burghies, disorderiy con- 
p a m p t s  annual report. - -duct,. and check violations last 

Sheria h m  Dykstra said year. 
while& department did not see a For instance, simple Iarcenies 
dramatic in- in many serious rose from 770 in 1988 to 814 in 
crimes, like murder and aggravat- l,989, ComplainCo of- &d lam- 

niesiwreascdfmm844in1988to 
growin# 1,048 in 1989. And check violations 

more tharr. doubled, from 100 in 
&a 4.33 1988t0214lastyar. 

in 1988 w "I couldputadeputyoutthm all 
'day long and he would always be 

-from2,%7in1988to3,Msiq1989, busy,"DykstraSaid 
a 3.99 percent jump. MeanwUe, CSC complaints are 

e department reported one stin on the rise, a trend Dykstra v 
murder arrest, 29 arrests on aimi- said has been continuing for sever- 
nal saxual conduct (CSC), 10 mb- al yeam - 
b a y  arrests and 46 arrests for ag- In 1989, the department handled 
gravaad assault id 1989. 67' sexual. penetration complaints, 

Ths department experienced an and 37 sexual contact cases. 
increase in murdar compkts  - Those figures rrprese!nted in- 
from~~ia.1988totwum1989- c m a s f r o m  1988, when the de- 
: - ~ . &  '--cQw- - ~ . ~ 5 2  c~mplaints of 
p & n & a m 9 8 8  to d penetration and 28 sexual 
67 in 1989. contact complaints. 

Bat some crimes decna$ed in Dyksm credited the state and 
n d ,  m e d  assault corn- federal grants increasing patml 
plaints, for insma, fell from115 along M-45 and U.S.31 for the rise 
mlWt064lastyear,andburglar- intrafficarresDc1astyea.r. 
ies deatased from 567 in 1988 to The AVE U.S. 31 rogram went 
460 in 1989. into # ect m e tter part of the 

"I suspect witti the munber of year, but the beefed-up patrol on 
camplaints incmshg, the anstP M45 - one of the most dangerous 
will amtime to increase,'"- M ~ - ~  in & - . 

'''The COU@Y is growing so s&uted last January. , . * - .  
Dykstra said that effort may in 

part account for the rise in spad- 
ing amstr -out ttre county- 

-, 8831, up from 3,443 in 

1988. seat beit amsts catapult'ed 
from 410 in 1988 to 1,196 last year. 

Overall, the department reported 
-a 312 penxnt increase in traffic ar- - 
mQ, a jump from 9,508 in 1988 to 
12.489 last year. 

The number of fatal accidents 
dm' ped by one - from 25 in 1988 
to 4 4 in 1989, In total, 28 people 
died on Ottawa County mads last 

I -  .-..' . %.,'A. . 

year, compared' to 29 in 1988. 
Alcohol was involved in 317 of 

the traffic acddents Iast year, dawn em 331 in 1988. '-. 
Of the alcohol-related accidents, 

drhkiq  was a factor in eight fatali- 
ties, up fmm six in 1988, l 

Dykstra doesn't expect the grow- 
ing number of criminal complaints 
to decrease, in light of the bwgeon- - . .  ,-*' r O 

ing.anuity population. 
He plans to push the county to 

hire more deputies aqd an addi- 
tional investigator next year, if the 
crrrrent hiring freeze ends. 

"I don't know what 1991 is going. 
to bring," he said 

"PI1 be in there next year asking 
for more st& . . . The only answer 
is more manpower," 



HOLLAND, MI 

SENTINEL 
E 30,000 

Police . .  - h6pS'-citations + 

make U:SOA31 safer t-; --.--- 
Poiice opened tha year contin-2 

uing to. teach motorist8 on U.S. 
31 to drive safer the hard way: 
with citOtiOPJ. 
In January alone, 766 citations 

wereissuedtodriv~~aspartof 
the U.S. 3l SA e ect, Sh'ore- 
limC ehicle Enforcement, 
said coordiPator Lt. Blaine 
Kaqm of the #nllsnd Palice De- 
parbent. Another 300 motorists - 
W e r e ~ ~ ~ a r n i n ~ .  

Between Od, 1 and Dec. 31,2,- 
110citatioPrrwereinraleAbythe 
mvea police agencies involved 
in the one-year project funded 
by tbs federai government ad 
local agencies to make! an 85- 
mile stretch of highway between 
AlIegaa and Mukegon counties 
safer. 

Six signs Mted along the 
roadway warn driven that traf- 
5c laws m heavily enforced. 
goal# said the road handles 
more traffic than It was de- 
signed for and the slower speeds 
of driven should make it safer. 

Police officials hope this pm 
jeet can shaw the same success 
as a s idar  one on M4. Last 
year was the first ih at least 10 
yean no one was Med on M%, 
although 22 people died on that 
highway between 1985 and 1988. 
Accideatsthgearedown2sper- 
cent from previous years. That 
M y e a r  project ends Sept. 30. 
No fatai-accideat statistics 

were available yet to U.S. 31. 
Of the 766 citations issued in 

.January on U.S. 31, 431 were for 
speedins and I were for violat- 
ing pesrrcnger restraint laws, 
Koops said. 

. The agencies invoived are Hoi- 
land and Grand Haven police 
departments; Allegan: Ottawa 
and Muskegon sherifrifs depart- 
ments; and Michigan State Pe 
lice posts in Saugatuck and 
Grand Haven. - - - 



GlANO HAVEN, MI 

TRIBUNE 

- Clty police pitch in for SA;V.E. project. 
<- . I'hc Grand Haven Police Deparrment cont$ues its stzict 
dawment policy a1ongU.S. 31, handing out 87 hazardous 
citations, 57 speeding violationq and 28 seatbelt violations during a 
five month period . 
- Police reported that overal€, the seven agencies participating in 
the U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. program have issued over 4,400 citations since 

' October 1,1989. Agencies involved have cooperativelylogged ova 
3,131 boan and travel@ close tq40,OOQmila along the 85 miles of 
t .6 PW 

- - I 

Agencies involved in the U.S. 31 S;A.VB project include the 
tifth and sixth districts of the Michigan State Police, Allegan and 
Ottawa county sherWs departments and Holland and Grand Haven 
city police. departments. .- . 
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' State police post 
i enforces its way, 
I to safetv award 
I 
Rw 

MAY 2 p!/C 
- 

?hank to the success of the U.S. 31 Shoreline Area 
Vehide Enforcement (SAVE) program, the Saugatuck 
team of the Michigan State Police has been honored 
for promoting the use of seat beits and child restraints. 

The Michigan Coalition for Safcry Belt Use recently 
named the post, commanded by Lt. William Smith. as 
one of 25 redpienu of its annual Safety Belt and Child 
Restraht Eeadmhip Award The winnen were select- 
ed from a field of 250 entrants, according to Connie 
Soma, executive d i m o r  for the coalition. 

The award was presented at a Lansing ceremony 
last week by Secremy of State Richard Austin and Dr. 
Robert Burton, coalition chairperson. 

AWARD 
CONTINUED FROM PAG 

'This is an honor for 
Smith and all the officem who have 
dedicated thuwives to reducing 

' traffic fatalities," Austin said in 
press reiease announcing the 
award. 

"Safety belts and child safety 
seats are proven lifesaves. Any 
time a community becomes in- 
v o w  in such an intensive effort, 
then are measurable reductions in 
crash deaths and injuries. We a p  
plaud this excelient example of 
community service." 
During 1989, Smith said the post 

issued 475 tickets for seat btlt use 
violations and made another 350 
verbal warnings. 

In addition, the post also cited six 

cfrilrd rtJnaint violations, he said. 
Many of the citations came as a re- 
sult of the U.S. 31 SAVE program, 
which Smith called the post's 
"highlight of 1989 safety restaint 
effon." 

'aI guess it's a red honor," said 
Smith, whose post was also hon- 
ored with a spcclal hgislative res- 
olution b sponsored by Rep. Paul 
Hillegonds and Sea Edgar Fre- 
dricks. "We were dze smallest loca- 
tion to be seiected (for the award). 
It's a real honor and statement to 
my staff.." 

The Saugatuck post is one of w- 
en law enforcement agencies in- 
volved in the U.S. 3 1 SAVE. project, 
which is a coordinated traffic en- 
forcement programs focussed .on 
an 85-mile stretch of U.S. 31 in Al- 
legan, Ottawa and Muskegon 
counties. 



SAUGUATUCK, MI 

COK&ICAl.REc1IRD 
w.1379 

s~uoArucr 'TEAM Mmigan ~lclured'above (I to 3 are Dr. ~ o b e r t  D.. ~ulton,  
Stae.Police wps h o r n  for its m-nw Chd m n  of the Michigan Coalition for Safety . F asfew Progm me team da, recsi,,d a spedal, Belt se: Secretary of State Richard H. Austin: 
tribute from legislators State Senator E6. ~ W ~ a m ~ ~ & ~ ~ $ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , " , " ~ ~ ~ ~ ;  
Fredricks (R-23rd District) and State R e p  
resentalive Paul H i l l e ~ n d s ~  (R-54th DiMd).  . . 

Robinson. 

Saugatuck state police t e a k  
earns first 

The Saugatuck team of the 
Michigan Department of State 
Police, under the command of 

- William W. Smidi, is one of 25 
Michigan winners of the Safety 
B e I t a a d a l i l d R e s a a i n t ~  
Award, presented April 25 by 
Secretary of State Richard H. ' 
Austin and' Dr. Robert D. Burton, 
chairperson of the Michigan 
Coalition far Safe Belt he. 'f This is the ust year t h e  
Saugwk t#rm received an a d  
fat its community traffic safety 

safety belt 
progmk. according to TIE 
staff promoted use of safety 
restraints through public service 
announcements prior to holidays. 
An important carnponwt was the ' a , a seven-agency 
c-fic enforcement 
effm on ari 85 mile section of US 
31 i n .  Allegan, Ottawa and 
Muskegon counties. 

'It (the award) was not anti- 
cipated," Smith said "We are 
pleased with this mo@ion." 
05m issued 475 safety belt and 

six chid nscraint cifafions -- in 1989. 

award 
"This is an honor for Smith and 

all of the officers who have dedi- 
cated themselves to reducing W i c  
fatalities," said Austin. "Safety 
belts and child safety -scats are 
proven lifesavers. Any time a 
community becomes involved in 
such an intensive effort, then are 
measurable reductions in crash 
deaths and injuries. We applaud this 
excclIent examgIe of community 
sewice." 

The Saugatuck team was selected 
by the coalition from among 250 
enuants. 
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Officials 
GRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
JU N-3-90 call SAW 

a success 
H O L L A N D  

ByJoaBrrndt 
I b r G m d ~ m s I  

Micbign State Polics LC. William Smith used to 
back up M c  when ha drwa fmm his post to Gnnd 
ntMa on US.  31. But not anymore. ' 

Smith, the commder of the state police's Sauga. 
ludcpost ,s idwhmhewdtodrivson~hi  way 
in a muked puce vehlde at the U rnph rp.bflirml 
aher M would mom up behind him untd he had a 
d procession fdlmng behind h i m  

But now, six months into the U.S. 3 1 Shodhe A m  
VeMda Eatacrment (SAVE) prognm, Smith is hap. 

to report he doar not awe bocdcnada on the L m r r .  
Yhritradravyrdbu~thutheeffortswe 

b m mJdne an dathitrfp prying dividends," Smith 
. sldM#fsaseuexped~tosnthoseendnarlts" .- T h e U 9 . 3 1 S A V E p m j e c r u a ~ e f f ~ n  

bmd 1Pn Oaober barwaan ~avan law enfor#menc 
sr that p.tml the 8 S 4 e  suet& of US.  31 in 

.Ottawa md Muskbgon couadaa The wo- 
. yarr~'e&w&ichhrsincrease$Irw&~d 
- tmbondu~, isairnadatdecmshg& 

mdrcdQnoandincnuingwatbeIt~ 
So far, Orn6Plr ara calling tho projact 'tcy effw . -19 

'Itadth8~uare9ayimpresair1g,"Smithsaid. 
"I#uasodytfmawintdifwehavealpsdn &cd 
k ~ , p o p l . u r  b e # M n g t o l o L t h e  
rukontRavom" . Otba ofildds echo Smith's sendmen& 
YthInkit'sbsan~yeffactiva"saidOftr~1Counly 

S e r i f s  Daputmant Lt Lvry Bdd 'We've had a lot 

"ep" commnur &out our pruenca on the road." 
the fix months of the projaa otffciPlj report 

tbrt a total of 5,674 t r d c  mesa* indudlng 3320 
I spmdbq tickets hm !am issued along the roadway. 
i .  Among the spadtm, 433 were udn radu drteccon. 

In addihn, oMcm have issued 118 citations and 
i ; 8 9 6 ~ f o r f a i l w e t o w u r s e a t b d t r .  

"I think it's probrbly gone bee* than we expected 
in the begbin&" Smith said. "BCCPUU of the ncmen- 

..datrlpoanhuoundhareandtheaytodomorswith 
krt, we didn't know how it would work." 

?Ae p g m m  h had an ~ I e m  six=month re 
3 ~ i m m a u s & n d p o W s a i d L t B h n e ~ o f t h a  

"Ovanll in the aty, acd- 

along US. 31 -in the dty 
1 t h r o ~ g h ~ p n l  ~ O W W O Q ~ !  18 

period the y e u  before. Furthcp. 
&dent b.ra by 56 

sea TRAF~C &gu s 

TRAFFIC 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
percent, from 16 to seven, he said. 
Project-wide accident statistics are 
not yet available from the state. 

'This is just a snapshot of the 
project," Koops said. "(But) it gives 
us an indication that the resources 
that have been expended have defi- 

nitely been worthwhile. 
"The community is responding 

to the problem on 31." 
Another example of what the 

project has accompiished so far, 
Koops said, are the results of a 
speed study done dong the road- 
way in the city. 

Koops said speeds on the mad's 
55 mph zone averaged 62 mph in a 
study done March 10,1989, but an- 

o&er study done last Feb. T 
showed that average speeds were 
down to 57 mph - a decrease of 5 
mph. Speed comparisons for the 
entire route are not yet available! 

'We're extremely pleased. to 
date," Smith said. "The total coop 
erative spirit between the seven 
agencies has just been terrific. And 
the public response is that they ire 
aware of the probiem" * 

H & eb. ' 
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U.S, 31 c aign puts 
eson . ._  speeders 

, . 
By AOAM BLUST 
ChmUe siaff writer . 
with wire service COpOrtS 

Capt, Orville Budd of the Mruhegon 
County Sheriffs Departmeat said a crack- 
down on?@Men on U.S. 3 is meant to 4 change drivenJ habits over e long term, 
not just sting .them for ticket fees. 

. - 

. 4 b ~ e 9 r e  k t  ~ooiciag for tic~ets," ~ u i d  
said. "We're looking for campllsurcr" . , 

And it appean to be working. 

tAW -ENFORCEMENT officials ' in. 
'Muskegon, Ottawa and Megan cbuuties 
have been heavily promoting-the U S  31 
S?h#ine Ana Vehicle Enforcement pro= 
gram on signs and in local media so driv- 
enrcan have a chance td police them- 
'selves, Budd said. 
. The U.S 31 SAVE project is a coopea- 

. 
tive effort f o d  last* O c t o k  among that we've gotten," Budd s a d  

eaf0-t tht'pa- IN first six months of the pro je 
-trol the 85-mil, of U-S  31 in offlcialo report a total of 5,674 traffic , 
k~ Ottawa and camties rests, including 3,320 speeding tick wO-F project, fm&d federal grant have been issued along the roadwi 
money that law enforce= Among the speeders, 435 were using rac 
ment patrols on the.roadway, is aimed at detecton. 
decreasing speeding and accidents ad . ,  i .  
c-g seawt  me. - . > . A.: -,---r= - . ... -** 1 , 

In addition, officers have issued 818 
- - tations and 896 warnings for failure 

So far. otficbls am -calIirIg the pmjcct ,, statbela 
"oug effectiva" . . --  -, . - - "I'm a firm believer that if we see pt 

"1 FEEt the statistics are very in& ple without seat belts and write citatic 
presing," said Michigan State Poiice Lt. to all of them, that will save lives," s; 
William Smith of the Saugatpck, post "I Michigan State Police Lt. Richa 
mess oaht timt will tell if we have a last- Rousenga of the Grand Haven post. 
ing eff4 but &imuib3~,  popie an br ,& P R O C u  had an w g  to foilow the ml= on their o m "  ,&sixmonh we* fmm s ~ n d p o ~  Other offi@Is Smith's said Lt. Blaine Koom of the Holland I 

"Welm real pleased with the results lice Department 4'dverail in the city. 2 

cidents are way ~ O W I L  '" - , - -  . 
Koops said accidents aioag U.S 31 witb- 

f -the city limits, from Nov. 1 through 
April 30 were down 18 percent over the 

, same period the year befote. Further- 
more, peqonal injury actidehts have d e  
creased by 56 percent, from 16 to seven, 
he said :: v - - 
. Projjebwirh accident statistics & hot 

yet available from the state. 
"WE% - EXTRWZY pleami to 

. date," Smith said. The,@fil cooperative 
spirit between the seven agencies has just 
been terrific. And the public response fs 
that they are aware of the problem and 
they are mawg an attempt - 'io . change .. the Simtioa:*. . 1, . .?. . - . . . 

But Housenga mid tourist traffic on 
U.S. 31 is more difficult to affect because 
seasonal driven don't see the day-Way 

c w g e s  on the road. Housenga atso said 
regular patrols wil l  have to continue after 
the special project is over if officials want 
to see long-term effects._ 

"If after two years we were just to pull 
out, (driven) would revert back to their 
old ways," Housenga said. "You need that 
Eontinuing enfommentw 

OTTAWA COUNTY LL Larry Beld Ad 
it is unlikely that the flow of tickets Poill 
subside anytime soon. 

"It has eseded  oar expectkioas in 
writing tickets, unfortunately,'" Beld said. 
'That means that there are a lot of viola- 
tors and that will probably go up with the 
summer months, 

"It's not that we are. out there to write 
tickets and pick on out-of-state driven, 
but I would expect that tickets wilI proba- 
bly increase." 

1 
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U.S. 31 SAVE project 
shows real resdts 

Here's another law-enforcement program that is showing 
positive results -- the crackdown on speeders along the busy 
U.S. 31 corridor between Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan 
counties. 

Since the U.S. 31 SAVE project began last October, 
accidents have declined 18 percent from the same period the 
year before,. and the number of personal in jury accidents has 
droped from 16 to 7, or 56 percent. 

To get that kind of results, officers had to write 3,320 
speeding tickets, plus numerous warnings to stick to the speed 
limit (yes, it is 55 mph) and to wear seat belts. 

The program's Me is two years, and we're encouraged to 
hear that even after that, the enforcement will continue. 
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Operation SAVE 
slows speeders 

By Catfye Hauptrnan According to statistics gathered 
~tibma rriw by the SAVE committee a total of 

725 hours of overtime in man hours 
In the past six months drivers on were expended, added to the 3,258 

U.S. 31 through Muskegon, Ottawa regular hours of patrol on the high- 
and Allegan counties have slowed k a y  resulting in 5,674 traffic 
down and people using the highway arrests. 
know they will most likely see a . 
p~M,,ytims hey tkhigh- - A breakdown of the traffic 
way. 'arrests includes, 3320 tickets for 

Since the initiation of Seven speed violations, capped with 818 
A,m Vehicle Enforcement (SAVE) seatbelt violations. A total of 6 1 
task force a little more than six people were arrested in for criminal 
months ago, police patrolling U.S. charges, 18 fugitives wen caught, 
31 through the three counties have 884 investigations resulted and 320 
seen changes in the driving habits. cars w e n  assisted by police, accord- 

''Prior to the pick-up of tourist ing to Smith. 
traffic on U.S. 31, the troopas out Of the 3,320 traffic tickets 
then have seen the drivers slowing issued, 435 dtivers were using radar 
down and driving differently. Those 'detecton, and police answered 294 
p p l e  who use' the highway on a complaint investigations, 
daily basis know the strict enforce- Police also issued 896 verbal 
ment is out then... strict enforce- warnings for seatbelt violations. 
maw-, M45 ~ v d  that fmkn T h e  C& maspge 6 tbr we are said LL Richard Housenga. having an impact People ine corn- 

SAVE is a traffic ~~~~~~~~t pdbg the spsed limiu more program consisting of the cooper- 
ative efforts of seven police agen- a"d he spirit of cooperation we have 
c i e ~  along an U-mile stretch of felt by the agencies is temfic," 
U.S.31 through Muskegon, Otawa Smith said. 
and Allegan counties. The current grant monies pro- 

'? m a rum behvef that this vided for SAVE by the state is good 
mlly WO*. The high visibility of -ugh %ember and is renewable 
the program helps to get the word for one year, Smith said. 
out there," Housenga said. , Although it would be helpful for 

SAVE t0 Study the number of acci- 
The traffic enforcement p r o m  dent on U.S. 3 1 during the past six 

is funded throu h State grants Pro- month time period on the 85-mile % vided by the ffice of Highway stretch Smith said those types of sta- 
Safety and Planning. A total of tistics won't be available for about a 
$90,000 in grant monies were year. 
utcnded for One Year for the Pro- "Everyone involved is optimistic 
p U l l  which is wed to Pay officen about the program," Smith added. 
for overtime to have the additional 
patrols on the highway, according to 
SAVE Chairman, Lt. William Smith 
out of the Saugatuck Team. 

"We are very pleased with the 
six-month results we are seeing 
now. There are positive effects in 
speed reduction. On the average the 
speeds arc five mph under what they 
use to be on U.S. 31," Smith noted. 
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aets fast 
results 
By John Agar 
s.rrtinrJ$r%Hihr 

Stricter enforcement of trad- 
fic laws on US. 31 in the area 
has convinced most motorists 
to siow down, and those who 
haven't gotten the message 
about speeding are being 
caught at a fast clip, police 

"When I drove from HoUand 
to Grand Haven in a marked 
patrol car, I g e n d y  would 
create a bottleneck," said Lt. 
William Smith of the Michigan 
State Police in Saugatuck. 
"Now, no one is pushing me, 
there are no tie-ups, 

. whether I'm in a marked or 
plain car. We're starting to 
get voluntary compliance. " 
Area d i c e  teamed M for 

the U.S: 31 SAVE p r o k r n  
that h last October in an 
dor t  6 siow down M i c  and 
prevent accidents in an 85- 
mile stretch of the highway 
thFough Allegan, Ottawa and 
Muskegon counties. 

Officers from the state and 
local departments have logged 

3m hours Y o overtime patroling and 724 
the highway. They have issued 
5,674 citations - 3,320 for 
speeding. 

The program has been effec- 
tive enough in Holland to get 
85 percent of the drivers to 
reduce their speed by an aver- 
age of 8 mph from Oct. 1,1989, 
through the end of April, com- r to the same time period 

t year, Holland Police Lt. 
Blaine Koops said this morn- 
ing. Tbe averge speeds have 
dropped to the posted speed on 
the highway in the city, 50 and 
55 mph. 

He called the drop in speed 
"signifkant. " 
With the lower speeds, the 

accident rate in the city has 
dropped by 18 percent, from 92 
crashes in Oct. 1, 1988 to May 
30, 1989, to 75 in the same 
period this year. 

Bub Koops cautioned that 
the busy season for accidents 
is ap roaching, with tourists 
crow & g the roads and every- 
one inched to drive faster in 
the warm and drier weather. 

County and state figures 
were unavailable for the acci- 
dent a t e  on other parts of the 
highway. 

U.S. 31 wasn't designed tb 
handle the heavy flow of traf- 
fic near HoUand that in- 
creased 25 perceqt from 1983 
to lk7 and is still on the rise, 

remarked. 
c is increasing dra- K% 

I matically between Grand Ha- 
ven and HoUand," he said. 

Holland police cover about 
five miles of the highway that 
pass through the city. sheriff's 
departments, state police and 
municipal police pahi the 
rest of the hgbway covered by 
the enforcement program. 

U.S. 31 SAVE also is getting 
more motorists to wear their 
seat belts, according to a Uni- 
ve6ity of Michigan study that 
found 60 percent of drivers on' 
the highway are buckling up, 
Koc, said. "h g04 is 10 
which may be attaina le," h i  
said 

gereent 
The statewide average for 

seat-belt use is slightly under 
50 percent. 
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d - -  - - 
Officers to offer holiday tips 

GRAND HAVEN TOWNSHIP - Officers from the seven area 
police agencies involved in the U.S. 3 1 SAVE traffic enforcement 
program will be on hand at the rest area n o d  oT M-45 un ti1 8 p.m. 
today to provide information and driving tips for holiday travelers. 
SAVE consists of officers from Ottawa County Sheriffs, 

Michigan State Police, Holland Police, Muskegon County Sheriff's 
and Allegan County Sheriffs departments. 
The patrol officers cover 85 miles of U.S. 3 1 through Allegan, 

Ottawa and Muskegon counties. 
The mflic enforcement program has been in operation for about 

six monrhs and is funded in part by a grant from the state office of 
highway safety. 
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meat (SAVE) program, law en- 
forcrment officials from Ottawa 
Megan and Muskegon counties 
Friday pmvided a respite for tmd- 
.as on the busy highway. ? 

Ofkials from the seven partid- 1 
pating police agencies provided 
motorisa with coffee, cold drinks, 
cake and other treab, as well as in. 
fonnafion about the rojtct, at the 
state rest stop on u.!!. 31, north of 
the interseaion of M-45. 

7 h i s  was soaletiling to at&au 
the ~ O C O M ~  pubk to stop by and 
take advantage," said U Winiam 
Smith of tfra state police post in 

"Myfbelingis thatitwe 
in fmnt of t&e public, 

:.this will hdp and save some iives." 
The myeat project, which k. 
low October and is funded by 
stataandftdualfunds,isk. 

*ingtanneda~ucassbyoganizcrs, 
whosaycheextrapatrulshavere 
d u d  spetds and accidents and in- 

.'ueased tile use ot scatktb along 
9 t h  Smile stretch of highway. 

,0 "Irs definit bet re^ than it 
-was," smith sai 3 
;* Maggie Easterbmok, of the state 
4ffice ot Highway Safety aad Plan- 
r-nin~ said funding for the project 
-will run out at the end of the 1990. 
91 fiscal year, but added she hopes 
locd ganmments will continue to 
iund it State funding for a similar 
pmjest on M45 from Wendaie to 

! the OttawaMent counw line is to 
.*end this September. 

"The concept that the f & d  
and state government hPJ is that 
they p d d e  the seed money so we 
can identify and address a problem 
with the hope that the locai govern- 
ment wi l l  pick it up," Easfcrbrwk 
*d 

' Ottr~a COW@ SheM U Larry 
"Beld said he hopes the Ottawa 
Ycounty ~oard of ~4nmisiomrs 

will appmve funding to maintain 
the M-45 project once state funding 
runs out. He said the project has 1 
"pmven itself." 

"I think it's proven that yes, in- 
creased patrols do work" Beld / 
: said "It's a proven cone* We 

h o w  what the results are going to 
be." I 

Since the inception of the M 4 5  1 
pmjea in October 19138, no fatali- 

keen rennm on the 

GRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
J U N-30-98 

*.of U.S. 31,' JUN 3 1990 pohce $nk 



Police promote 
safety while 

HOLLAND, MI 

SENTINEL handing out 
refreshments 
By John Agar 

J U N - ~ O - ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ 4 ~ w n ' t . c ,  

'Drivers along U.S. 31 ex t 
ta see police officers 
aut tickets to s em on the 
heavily enforc e t P  highway. 

But on Friday afternoon, area 
police officers were handing out 
snacks, coffee and orange drink, 
a t  least to Ulose who stopped at 
the rest stop just north of M45. 

As part of the U.S. 31 SAVE 
program, officers from the 
seven police, agencies inlrolved 
distributed along with the treats "me ets on driving safety, 
seat- lt and child-restraint use 
and the hazards of drinking and 
driving. 
. Lt. William Smith said the six- 
hour "traffic safety break" 
would help promote safety on 
the S m i l e  stretch of highway 
that runs through Ottawa, Alle- 
gan and Muskegon counties, and 
remind drivers that everyone 
shares in the responsibility of 
keepin the roadways safe. 

O O t  F items were donated by 
Family &Fare and Burger Kin#. 
Canteen 800, a volunteer orgam- 
zation that aids police and fire- 
fighters during emer encies, 
disasters and long-term 'I ires by 
~ffering food, drink and s u p  
plies, also helped a t  the rest 

6'3it.h the targeted enforce- 
ment on the ,road, police are  
noting slower speeds, more 
corn liance with seat-belt laws, 
--A !-.-.ax- nnniAantc The hffln 

-Ckkh-- 
Ottawa ' ~ o u n  Road Commission omploy- 'I place a now wkdivo-onforcomont zone sign 
00s Bob WoIs , (loft) and Frmd Chorrotte along U.S. 31 on Friday. 

necks on the hi way that used 
to be created w I" en a patrol car 
drove through the area are 
gone, Smith said because the 
road now doesn't have speeders 
who suddenly have to slow 
down. 

Since Oct. 23, when the heavy 
patrols began, 6,842 traffic ar- 
rests have been made and 71 
people arrested on various 
criminal charges. Twenty-two 
people were arrested on fugitive 
warrants. 

Police also gave 2,183 warn- 
ings for various traffic offenses, 
and 1,033 tickets and 520 warn' 
ings for violating ssenger-re- 
ctraint laws OPa the 4 

'vehiclk involved in 'speeding 
citations, 546 had radar detec- 
tors. 

Seat-belt use of surveyed 
areas on the road is 60 percent, 
compared with a statewide av- 
erage of 49 percent, Smith said. 

"It's apparent that the statii- 
tics generated during the first 
eight months of the U.S. SAVE 
pro ect a re  very impressive," 
Sm 1 th said. 
"It's reassurin to note that 

f 3  the motoring pu lic is taking 
note of the effort and is volun- 
tarily complying with the traffic 
laws through the targeted 
zone." 

In Hnlland. accidents are 

down'l8 percent from Nov. 1 
through April 30, compared with 
last year. Personal-injury acci- 
dents are  down sB percent dur- 
ing the same time 
Figures were unavaila le  for: 
the rest of the county. 

r""" 
The lice agencies involved 
- sher E" f's departments in Alle- 
gan, Ottawa and Muskegon, 
state police in Saugatuck and 
Grand Haven, and city depart- 
ments in Holland and Grand 
Haven - will try to obtain a 
second rant to fund the ro- 
gram, w 8, ich expires in Octo Ee r. 
North Shores and Muskegon 
Township police departments 
will inin the cannerrrtive effnrt 



GRANO RAP!DS, MI 

PRESS 
€01 25,669: 3-1 38.883 

Enforcement on 
Although driven along M45 

may not rralize it Monday, a joint 
effort IwWwn the Ottawa County 
ShtflscDtpartment and the 
Michigan State Potice Grand Ha- 
venposttopatro1theroadwillhave 
ended. 

Although state and federal fund- 

M-45 continues 
ing for the myear  project runs 
out at midnight tonight, the signs 
which have declared Lake Michi- :--A 

gan Drive a special enforcement 
Jw Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland * I- Potice Department said the depart- of'tha agencies - -  - attempt to merit has been approved for a 

&kin the stepped-up patrols $32,059 federal grant, whicb he 
Meanwhile, a second directed hopes to have approved by the Hol- 

enforcement project along U.S. 31 land City Council this month. 
in Megan, Ottawa and Muskegon The county portion of the project 
counties will continue for a second has been set for $48,231, with the 
year, oftidab l e d  this week cost being split between a federal 

"We will be running an abbrevi- grant and the townships along the 
ated directed patrol on M 4 , "  said highway. 
U Lany Beid, dinctor of the de Koops said the project, which be- 
pmment's road patml activities. gan last October, has been "ex- 
T h e  patrols will continue, but not tremely succesdd" in the city, 
to the extent they did in the past." where penond injury accidents 

Beld said he hss been h a m  with have been reduced by 53 percent, 
the resuits of the pmgram, whish from 30 to 14, while injured per- 
saw an increase in the number of sons dedined fmm 55 in 1989 to 
speeding and seat-restraint vioia- just 18 in 1990. 
tion tickets written and a reduction Countywide, a University of 
in accidents and fataliti= Michigan report has shown that 

From 1980 until the program be= seat belt use dong U.S. 31 is cur- 

G in Oct. 1988, 15 people were rently pegged at 78 percent compli- 
ed on M-45 in Ottawa County. ance, one of the highest rates in the 

Since the program was W e d ,  state, Koops said 
no a e s  ha8 been recorded un- "I'm exlremely pleased," he 
t i l  a tragic double fatality last said 'We kncw we could hit our 
month. objectives, but to reach ow objec- 
F d  statistics on tfra M45 pro= tives and also hit our ultimate goal 

ject won't be available until next of reducing accidents and saving 
month, Bdd said. lives is great We are real proud 

"I think the M 4 5  patrol project that our citizens have taken to 
was very successful in cutting this." 
down accidents as well as fatali- The SAVE project, which covers 
ties," Beld said "If1 were able to do seven law enforcement agencies in 
it, I wouldn't alter the pmgram at Megan, Ottawa and Muskegon 
a&" counties, registered more than 

Hawever, Beld said the officer 1,500 passenger restraint vioia- 
that has been dedicated to the M45 tions and nearly 6,500 speeding 
patrol has been t r a n s f a  to cov- tickets, 888 of which were issued to 
er policing a m t i e s  at Grant-Val- drhn using radar detectors, sta- 
ley State University, which has tistics Koops and Beid said were 
seen an incraw in acbivity since encouraging. 
the opening of schooL 'The project is aimed at making 

"Because of budget adder- drivers aware of the existing condi- 
dona, we still have to address tions andat speed reduction," Beid 
Grand Valley, and that means puU- said 'We've had some very en- 
ing in some patrols," he s a i d  couraging results with seat belt us- 
Meanwhile, offidals for the U.S. age." 

31 Shoreline Area Vehicular En- Beld said he hopes to see these 
forcement (SAVE) project said projeds continue wen after the 
they have reMhd approval for grants end because he sees them as 
funding the second year of the pm- eftective. 
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Clfy police assist U.S. 31 SAVE 
Grand Hdven city police worked 487 hours on the 

U.S. 31 SAVE project and issued 465 traffic citations, 
made 40 other additional arrests and responded to 50 
complaints. 

The city police will provide 10 hours weekly to 
Mi enforcement OILU.S. 3 1 between Robbins Road 
and the Grand River. Thc oficers assigned will be 
watchful for spetding and'other traffic violations. 
Spcxial emphasis will be placed on issuing citations 
for violations of seat belt and child rtstraint laws, 
according to the police deparaent. 

Officials say highway 
program paying off 
By ROGER WRGENSTERN 
ChmMe steft writer 
GRAND HAVZN - A coordi- 

mted law eafomment program 
along U..& 31 in Ottawa, Mwkegon 
and Allegan counties seems to be 
paying off, according to statistics 
nlePJcd Tuesday. 

The U.S 36 Shoreline Area Vehi- 
cle Enfomment pmgram kicked 
off a year ago and has d t e d  in 
more tban 11,500 traffic offense 
arm@ said Michigan State Poiice 
Lt William Smith, chairman of the 
program. Within Grand Haven, lo- 
cal poiice reported making more 
than 500 atrests, including 465 
traffic citations, Lt. Gregg 
valdate said, 

A total of 11,588 traffic arrests 
were remded, induding 7,097 for 
speeding vioiatim and 1,719 for 
violations of seat belt and child re- 
straint lam Smith, commander of 
the state police's Saugatuck Team, 
said 879 verbal warnings were 
given for safety restraint viola- 
tions and 956 motorists stopped for 
speeding were ujing radar detec- 
tors at the time. 
In addition, 131 people stopped 

were arrested for various criminal 
off- and 30 were picked up on 
outstanding warrants. 

The totals also included 3.686 
wmngs.  
Smith said patrol can logged a 

total of 5,623 regular patrol hours 
and 2,251 overtime hours on the 
85-mile stretch of roadway. Local- 
ly, VanLente said officers worked 
487 hours on the SAVE program, 
and will continue to put 10 hours 
weekly toward the program in its 
second year. 

Working in the city limits, be- 
t w m  Robbins Road and the 
Grand River "the officers assigned 
wil l  be especially watchful for 
speeding and other traffic viola- 
tions," VanLente said, adding 
there will be continued special em- 
phasis on enforcement seat belt 
and child restraint laws. 

The Weyear project's goal is to 
reduce vehicle accidents by 2 per- 
cent by increasing the number of 
citations for hazardous moving vim 
olations, speeding, and seat beli 
neglect by using air speed timing 
and special traffic group patrolt 
along the threecounty stretch o: 
U.S. 31. , 

The program is funded in par 
by the Office of Highway Safet! 
Planning and the U.S. Departmen 
of Transportation National High. 
way Traffic Safety Administra 
tion. City police departments 
Michigan State Police posts ant 
county sheriff's departments havc 
also contributed extra patrol tim! 
in effort, supported in part by 10. 
cal funding. 
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( More patrols credited- for drop in mishaps 
By Mark Fellows seat belt use increased. gram. VanLente said. but most of $106,333 budget. Police agencies 

TdbuPc rriur "THE OVER ALL goal, 'of the accidenls on Beacon involve logged 2.251 overtime and 5.623 
course. is to  reduce accidents," rear-end collisions or accidents from regular patrol hours on the highway 

A year of increased law enforce- noted Orand Haven police Lt. Oregg improper lane changes. He feels and made 1 1,586 traffic arrests and 
men1 along $5 miles 0fU.S. 31 has VanLente, but the number of acci- there isn't a lot city police can . 131 criminal ar res ts  plus 3.686 
resulted in a drop in average speeds dents on Beacon Boulevard actually usually do Lo enfoi-~e traffic on lhe warnings for traffic offenses. 
and in the severity of traffic acci- increased instead of decreased last highway "just because of the con- Seat belt surveys alvarious loca- 
dents, according to authorides, not year. gestion during the daytime. It's dif- ' lions indicated compliance rose 
much of a drop in accident numbers. , f i c u l t  1 0 , e n f o r c e  t h e  s p e e d  from 57.5 percent last October to 

According to statistics for Ihe Grand Haven police recorded regulations and a lot of the other vio- 69.5 percent in July. 
first pine months o f h  U.S. 31 save 215 property damage accidents and lalions." For the program's second ear, 

ogram between Oct. 23.1989 and 55 injury rtccidents the Year before ., the  Al legan County Sher  I ff 's 
gne, 1990, accident frequency was the Pro~J'am and 181 property dam- , IF A SPEEDER, for example. D e p a r w n t  has declined to partici- 
down slightly with a more signifi- age and 49 injury accidents the last can be identified by police and sin- pate. but the Norton Shores and 
cant drop in severity. according lo year. VanLente said bridge repairs ' gled out in (he midst of heavy traffic, Muskegon Township police depart- 
program Chairman Lt. William in 1988 probably slowed traffic it is oflea difficult for cruisers lo ments have joined. 
Smith of the Michigan State Pplice enough to reduce accidents. and so catch up with the vehicle because of 
in Saugatuck. - that year doesn't provide a valid the congestion, the lieutenant The program was started last 

Smilh reported average speeds comparison to the first year of the explained. year with a goal of reducing traffic 
have been cut as a result of 6he multi- program. accidents 2 percent by increasing the 
agency effort through Allegan, The city police department is The government-funded pro- number of citations issued along the 
Ottawa and Muskegon counties, and happy to participate in lhe grant pro- gram this Year operates with a highway. 



SAVE betters tr&c ' 

safety on U.S. 31 ' 

Safeiy hns improved along the 85-mile 
suetch of U.S. 31 since the U.S. 31 
Shoreline h a  Vehicle Enforcement or 
SAVE was instimted a year ago. 
U.S. 31 SAVE -b a ,coordinated effon 

among seven law enforcement agencies 
in Megan, Ottawa and Muskegon coun- 
ties to reduce accidents along thc high- 
wry by inawing pauols and issuing 
more tickets- 

According to a release with the slogan 
Safety R1 on 31 prominantly displayed, 
SAVE officials report 11586 traffic ar- 
rests, with 131 people amsted on vari- 
ous criminal off- and 30 fugitive a p  
prehensions. 

A total of 675 can wen assisted, 
2759 w a s  investigated and 3,686 warn- 
ings were issued for traffic offenses. 
Slighty more than 7,000 speeding tick- 
e u  were issued and 1,719 tickets were 
given for violation of passenger restraint 
laws. 

SAWS god 2 to reduce accidents by 2 
percent. Comparing accident rates from 

October 1988 to June 198Pwith October 
1989 to Jlme 1990 shows only a slight 
decrease in accidents, however the sever- 
ity of those crashes has diminished. 

Speeds also have decreased on U.S . 3 1 
.and. seat belt compliance has risen from 
57.5 percent in October 1989 to 69.5 
percent in July 1990. 
The participating police agencies plan 

to kecp up the adorcement program this 
fiscal year with money from the Office of 
Highway Safetly Planning and U.S. 
Department of Transportation's. Nationai 
Highway T d i i  Safety Adminimtion. 

Last year police agencies dedicated 
2,251 overtime horn and 5,623 regular 
h o w  to the project.< 

I .  - 





APPENDIX C 

PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS 





Advisory sign placed along US31 corridor 



"A Coopsrative Law Enforcafttent Elf opt" 

You are part of a very special law enforcement 
project designed to significantly reduce 
accidents and fatalities on the Allegan, Ottawa, 
and Muskegon county US-31 corridor. 

You may have been cited by a.poiice officer 
for one-of the following reasons: 

Exceeding the maximum speed 

Violating the safety belt laws 

Violating other Michigan traffic laws 

Whether you received a warning or a traffic 
citation you should be aware that obeying the 
law makes this stretch of highway safer for 
everyone. 

So please ... 

Flyer distributed to persons stopped for violations 



BUGKLE=UP AND SLO 
Make your trip a safe one... Drive within the speed limit and keep your safety belt buckled! 

SAFETY WORD SEARCH 

Find the words in this guzzle 

AUTOMOOILE MICH'GAN STEERING 
BUCKLE-UP RADAR TICKET 
CMAbJGE SAFETY TRAFFIC 
HlOMNAV SLOW TRUCKS 
LANE SPEED WHEEL 

THE EYE IN THE SKY 
't . IL 

A. you travel US-31 Nan, nnd Souah ~hraugh Alkgm. Onawa. nnd Mudrepon cwntles 
y a *  lrlp wIU k salw thenk. b .Ibis d Uw .0.ncies Wed bebud 

Placemat distributed to restaurants along US-31 corridor 



Decal distributed in the field and at police stations 



Key rings distributed in the field and at police stations 



Car trash bag distributed at festivals and other events 






