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INTRODUCTION

The US-31 SAVE project planned to increase safety belt use by applying the strategy of
increased enforcement along with public information and education in a state with a secondary
enforcement belt law through the cooperative efforts of seven police agencies across three
counties. In Michigan, vehicles cannot be pulled over and occupants cited solely for safety belt
nonuse. Instead, the vehicle must be pulled over for some other reason before officers may issue
citations for safety belt nonuse. While combined enforcement and public information and
education (PI&E) campaigns have proven successful in increasing safety belt use in primary
enforcement states, the application of similar programs in secondary belt law states must differ
somewhat. The stepped up enforcement can focus on increased diligence of police officers in
citing vehicle occupants observed not using safety belts once they have been pulled over. The
program may emphasize increased enforcement of some other section of the vehicle code which
would permit increased traffic stops, thus providing more opportunities for safety belt law
enforcement, or some combination of these approaches may be applied. The US-31 SAVE
program applied the combination approach of increasing enforcement of speeding and other
moving violations as well as providing stepped up enforcement of the safety belt law subsequent

to traffic stops.

US-31, a major state trunk-line in western Michigan, is one of the main commuter routes
connecting the cities of South Haven, Holland, Grand Haven, and Muskegon with the northern
counties of the state, and also carries seasonal traffic from points south to areas in western
Michigan for business and recreation. US-31 is the main connector highway for all communities
along the western shore of Lake Michigan. The large variety and number of business and
popular recreational attractions along the lake make US-31 a busy, often congested, and

sometimes dangerous roadway.

The US-31 SAVE project combined heightened enforcement with public information and
education (PI&E) campaigns in three counties in Michigan. It represented a cooperative effort
among two western Michigan state police posts, county sheriff departments in Allegan, Ottawa,

and Muskegon Counties, and city police departments in Holland and Grand Haven intended to




reduce crash and injury rates on US-31 by increasing awareness of speed and occupant restraint

use laws and increasing enforcement of these laws.

The evaluation of the US-31 SAVE project conducted by The University of Michigan
Transportation Research Institute described in this report was independent from the US-31 SAVE
project activities. UMTRI had no involvement in the US-31 SAVE enforcement and PI&E

activities.




US-31 SAVE PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

The US-31 SAVE project began its activities with an official media "kick-off" on October

23, 1989. The project described here curtailed its activities sharply in October 1990 due to

budgetary constraints. The objectives of the US-31 SAVE project as stated in the Michigan

Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP) grants supporting the project were:

Y

2)

3)

4)
5)
6)

7

8)

9

Generate special traffic patrols for targeted areas and times.

Coordinate patrols on US-31 including officers from the Michigan State Police
Fifth and Sixth Districts, Ottawa, Allegan, and Muskegon County Sheriff’s
Departments, and the Cities of Holland and Grand Haven.

Reach specific goals for the number of hazardous moving, speeding, and occupant
restraint citations issued.

Reduce average speed on specified road segments.
Increase safety belt use.
Reduce crash frequencies.

Work with news media to educate the public on safe driving habits including use
of safety restraints, and goals of the US-31 SAVE project.

Provide printed material to the public for information and education regarding US-
31 SAVE and traffic safety.

Develop a committee of all involved agencies to meet on a regular bimonthly
basis to discuss overall project effectiveness as well as problems and other matters
related to the US-31 SAVE project.

To achieve the US-31 SAVE project objectives, a number of activities were undertaken.

All agencies involved in the project provided selective enforcement patrols along- US-31 within

their jurisdictions, trying to ensure that those periods of the day when traffic problems were at

their peak were covered. Selective enforcement patrols included vehicles that were fully marked

and identified as police vehicles to maximize visibility of the enforcement effort. Bimonthly

meetings involving representatives of each of the participating police agencies were held to

coordinate project activities.



Patrol Activity

Hours devoted to patrol activities for the US-31 SAVE project each month are described
in Figure 1. US-31 SAVE patrol hours are depicted for the total of all police agencies and for
those patrolling in each of the counties (Allegan County included the Allegan County Sheriff’s
Department, the City of Holland Police Department, and Saugatuck Michigan Staic Police Post;
Muskegon County included the Muskegon County Sheriff’s Department; Ottawa County included
the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department, the City of Grand Haven Police Department, and Grand
Haven Michigan State Police Post). These figures show that overall patrol activity increased
fourfold in the first full month of program activities, increasing gradually to a peak in May and
declining thereafter. Patrol activity through the majority of the program remained between 500

and 700 hours per month.

Enforcement Activity

Enforcement actions taken by police during their patrol activities are described in Figures
2-4. Figure 2 shows the number of speeding citations issued each month overall and for each
of the three counties. This figure shows that overall the number of speeding citations roughly
mirrors patrol hours with a noticeable peak in November, just after the program began, peaking
again in May and July. The number of speeding citations dropped back to preprogram levels in
October and November of 1990 (the post-program period of low enforcement activity). Not
surprisingly, speeding citation frequency also roughly mirrored patrol hours for each of the

counties.

Figure 3 shows the number of citations and verbal warnings issued to motorists for safety
belt nonuse. Recall that before a motorist could be issued either a citation or warning for belt
nonuse, they first had to be stopped for some other reason, such as speeding. As can be seen in
the figure, citations for belt nonuse were issued more frequently than verbal warnings. This is
a positive sign of the importance placed on safety belt nonuse by officers in the field. It is also
interesting that the proportion of warnings to citations remains fairly consistent throughout the
project period, indicating there were not periods of exceptional strictness or leniency on issuing
safety belt nonuse citations. As was the case for speeding citations, the number of safety belt

citations and wamings roughly followed the pattern of patrol activity.
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Figure 1. Police Patrol Hours on US-31
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US-31 PI&E Efforts

All police agencies worked with the news media, including local newspapers, TV, and
radio stations, to promote the US-31 SAVE project. During the course of the project three press
releases were distributed describing the project and its successes to date (Appendix A). A local
clipping service was contracted to collect all newspaper articles related to US-31 published in the
media market served by US-31 in the three project counties. Figure 4 depicts the number of
articles in which at least part of the article was devoted to a description of some aspect of the

US-31 SAVE project (see Appendix B for copies of the articles).

Number of articles
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Figure 4. Number of Articles Describing US-31 SAVE Activities

Police agencies were encouraged to regularly collect media contacts using a media log.
Unfortunately, such logs were not maintained, and thus we are unable to accurately document
broadcast media participation and support for the program. However, we do know that broadcast

media did support the program.



A wide variety of other PI&E efforts were made to publicize the program. The Michigan
Department of Transportation installed several large 4 by 8 foot signs along thc highway to
identify the section of US-31 from South Haven to Muskegon as a selective enforcement zone.
The signs displayed large Michigan State Police, sheriff’s department, and municipal police
department shields. The signs advised the public that they were passing through an area patrolled
by the US-31 SAVE enforcement team. In addition, four large banners were hung on a variety
of overpasses and buildings during periods when festivals and other events occurred announcing
the US-31 SAVE project to event attendants.

The Holland Police Department acted as the principal agency for all printed public
information and education material that was developed for the US-31 SAVE project. All
agencies involved in the project had equal access to the printed materials produced. The
following materials were produced and distributed (copies of these materials can be found in
Appendix C): |

. 20,000 flyers distributed to persons stopped for violations on US-31,

. 250 large posters announcing and describing the US-31 SAVE project distributed

for display by interested businesses along the US-31 corridor,

. 500 8 1/2 X 11" posters announcing and describing the US-31 SAVE project

distributed for display by interested businesses along the US-31 corridor,

. 10,000 US-31 SAVE stickers distributed by officers in the field and at police

stations,

. 5,000 US-31 SAVE key rings distributed by officers in the field and at police

stations,

. 50,000 US-31 SAVE car trash bags distributed at festivals and other events,

. 100,000 US-31 placemats distributed to restaurants along the US-31 corridor.






PROGRAM RESULTS

Effects on Vehicle Speeds

Vehicle speeds were measured prior to program implementation and at two points in time
during the US-31 program at selected sites. Speed measurements were conducted by police
agencies as part of their US-31 SAVE activities. Due to a lack of consistency on time and site
selection for these speed measurements, only two sites in Holland were used in this portion of
the evaluation (i.e., north- and southbound traffic at US-31 and 32nd Street [speed limit 55 mph],
and north- and southbound traffic at US-31 and Central Street [speed limit 50 mph]). These
observations were made by specially trained nonuniformed civilian officers in unmarked
stationary vehicles at the same time of day (about 2:00 p.m.) under sunny or slightly overcast

conditions on dry pavement.

The US-31 SAVE program was effective in reducing average speed on US-31 as
measured in the City of Holland (see Table 1). Table 1 describes the results of the speed
observations made prior to the program initiation and at two points in time after the program was
begun. While the reductions in average speed from baseline to the intervention period were
generally modest, all reductions in average speed between the September-October 1989 and June
1990 observations were statistically significant. Our confidence that the US-31 SAVE program
cuased the observed decrease in speed is bolstered by the fact that speeds on other similar
roadways throughout the state remained unchanged during the US-31 SAVE project period (R.
Swan, Michigan Department of Transportation; personal communications, February 6, 1991).
However, these results are from only two sites in the City of Holland, therefore we cannot state
that speeds were similarly reduced along the entire length of the US-31 corridor affected by the
US-31 SAVE program.
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Table 1. Measured Vehicle Speeds (MPH) at Selected Sites in US-
31 SAVE Project Area
Vehicles | Range of | Average 85th
Observed | Speeds Speed | Percentile

US-31 S.B. North of 32nd

October 1989 110 44-61 51.7 56

February 1990 114 36-61 48.5 52

June 1990 136 37-56 47.7 51
US-31 N.B. South of 32nd’ .

October 1989 105 40-63 51.8 57

February 1990 126 32-65 514 56

June 1990 118 32-62 49.0 53
US-31 N.B. at Central®

September 1989 108 45-68 577 62

February 1990 125 35-69 52.6 58

June 1990 119 36-60 48.5 53
US-31 S.B. at Central®

October 1989 108 43-70 522 58

February 1990 127 33-68 50.6 57

June 1990 115 38-60 50.2 55

Effects on Observed Restraint Use
Restraint use was measured using direct observation of vehicle occupants. A carefully
designed set of observation sites was used to sample motorists traveling on US-31 in Allegan,

Muskegon, and Ottawa Counties during daylight hours.

Overall restraint use (safety belt use of drivers and front-right seat passengers) increased
during the US-31 project from baseline levels and then partially declined during the last two
observation periods (see Figure 5). Preprogram observations (measured in September 1989)
found overall restraint use to be 56.7%. Restraint use calculated over the entire US-31 SAVE
program period (using observations from April through August 1990) was 65.1%. This belt use
rate is significantly higher than the preprogram rate of 56.7%’ recorded in September 1989.

'Posted speed 50 miles per hour.

*Posted speed 55 miles per hour.

12



Overall restraint use was found to have decreased slightly in October and December (the period
when program activities declined) from the summer peak to 62.7%. Although there was a
decline in restraint use during this period, restraint use remained higher during this period than
the preprogram period. These findings show that the US-31 SAVE program was successful in

increasing restraint use by drivers and passengers travelling the US-31 corridor.

Percent Restrained
100.0

80.0

60.0

40.0 7 g

0.0 -

Sep Apr Jun Jul Jul Aug Oat Dec
1989 1980 1990 1990 1990 1990 1990 1990

Figure 5. Overall Restraint Use at US-31 SAVE Observation Sites

13






CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The US-31 SAVE program designed to decrease speeds and increase restraint use along
the US-31 corridor in Allegan, Ottawa, and Muskegon counties was successful in achieving its
behavioral goals. Average speed along the corridor decreased significantly (although this finding
was based on a limited sample of sites), and restraint use increased significantly (8.4 percentage

points from baseline levels) along the corridor due to the program.

The following recommendations are made for future programs designed to increase

restraint use in states with secondary law provisions:

. Involve all police agencies within the target area in the program efforts.

. Coordinate enforcement activities with all involved police agencies through regular
meetings.

. Target moving violations such as speeding to ensure frequent contacts with drivers

and passengers who are likely to be at risk for restraint nonuse.

. Use marked police vehicles in obvious view of traffic to heighten the public’s
perception of the enforcement campaign.

. Remain strict in restraint-nonuse citation issuance; that is, issue more citations for
restraint nonuse than verbal warnings. |

. Closely link periods of high patrol activity with high levels of media activity,

. Work with local media to develop a plan/schedule for regular media coverage to
keep program visibility high.

. In addition to the release of regular reports of patrol activities (patrol hours,
numbers of citations issued, etc.), use special news releases to highlight special
program activities to the media.

. Enlist and maintain support of the community for your program by reiterating the
importance of the program and their support for reducing injuries and loss of life

from motor vehicle crashes.
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For release on or after October 23, 1989

US-31 SAFETY PROGRAM HOPES TO SAVE LIVES

In an attempt to encourage safer travel along US-31 through Allegan, Ottawa, and Muskegon counties law
enforcement patrols will be increased and more citations will be issued through a new cooperative safety program
that kicks off today. The program, “ US-31 SAVE", will be a cooperative effort among western Michigan state
police posts, county sheriff departments and city police departments aimed at controlling speed, safety belt use,
and child restraint, making "Safety's #1 on 31" the goal. In addition, the Motor Carrier Division of the Depart-
ment of State Police will participate by enforcing truck safety laws. This specially coordinated effort will run
from October 23, 1989 through September, 1990.

The program, funded by the Office of Highway Safety Planning and the United States Department of
Transportation/National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, will attempt to reduce vehicular accidents by 2%
by increasing the number of citations for hazardous moving violations, speeding, and seatbelt neglect by using air
speed timing and special traffic group patrols along the 85 miles of US-31.

“The phenomenal growth that the US-31 corridor has experienced in recent years has created serious concern with
traffic flow in the area,” said Michigan State Police Saugatuck Team Commander, Lt. William Smith. " 'Safety
is #1 on 31" is the goal of all participating agencies. The task is too great for any one agency, however, our
coordinated efforts will have a very positive effect on addressing the problem. Your cooperation and support will
greatly enhance this effort,” Smith continued.

“Crash investigations indicate that approximately 90 percent of traffic accidents are caused by inappropriate driver
behavior. Aggressive enforcement programs have demonstrated the ability to favorably impact accident experi-
ence and the S.A.V.E. Program should do the same for US-31," stated Roger VanderMeulen,

5th District Engineer.

The agencies involved include the 5th and 6th districts of the Michigan State

Police; the Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon County Sheriff ‘ ‘
Departments; and the Holland and Grand Haven City Police \
Departments. \‘ J\

A kick-off press luncheon at J.J. Finnegan's in the West Shore Mall at
US-31 and James Street on Monday, October 23, 9:30 a.m. marks

the start of this intensive effort. The press will be given opportu- ‘ \
nities to observe the operation in action ‘ A ‘
immediately following a brief presentation by Traffic Safety ‘

officials. Speakers will include Lt. Col. James Daust, Deputy
Director, Michigan State Police; Karen Tarrant, Executive Director of
the Office of Highway Safety Planning, and a representative from the
county sheriffs and local police departments.

"A Cooperative Law Enforcement Effort”
OHG?



News Release

February 13, 1990

Lav enforcement activity along U.S. 31 continued in the month of January. The
seven lav enforcement agencies logged a total of 670 patrol hours on U.S. 31.
There wvere a total of 766 citations issued in conjunction with the U.S. 31
S.A.V.E. Project, 431 of the citations were for speeding. Additionally, 300
motorists were verbally warned. 95 individuals were issued citations for
violation of the Michigan passenger restraint laws.

The seven lawv enforcement agencies involved continue to stress strict com-
pliance to the traffic laws, through strict enforcement. The seven agencies
involved include the Michigan State Police, both Grand Haven and Saugatuck
Posts, the Sheriff’s Departments of Ottawa, Muskegon and Allegan Counties, the
Holland and Grand Haven Police Departments.

The U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. Project is funded in part by a grant from the Office of
Highway Safety and Planning.

Respectfully submitted,

Ellor 7 R

Blaine A.
Grant Coordinator
Holland Police Department

BAK/h

"A Gooperative Law Enforcement Effort”

— OHSP



US 31 SAVE NEWS RELEASE
N
JUNE 29, 19390

Our efforts to encourage safer travel along US 31 through
Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon Counties are paying dividends.
Our 7 agency cooperative safety program that kicked off last
October 23 has run now for approximately 8 months. The
program, US 31 SAVE, is a cooperative effort among 7 west
Michigan police agencies, consisting of the sheriff's
departments of Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon Counties, the
city police departments of Grand Haven and Holland and the
State Police Post at Grand Haven and the Saugatuck Team. The
program is aimed at controlling speeds and enhancing safety
belt and child restraint use, making safety #1 on 31 our
goal. -

The orogram, funded by the Office of Highway Safety Planning
and the United States Department of Transportation National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, will attempt to reduce
vehicle accidents by 27% by increasing the number of citations
for hazardous moving violations., speeding and seat belt
neglect by using air speed timing and special traffic group
patrols along the 85 miles of US 31.

The 8 month effort to date has established some impressive
statistical information that reveals that the 7 agencies have
spent a total of 901 overtime hours and a total of 3.833
regular patrol hours, patrolling the 85 miles of US 31
through the three counties. These man hours have generated a
total of 6,842 traffic arrests as well as a total of 71
persons arrested on various criminal offenses along with a
total of 22 fugitive apprehensions on various warrants that
were revealed during the various traffic stops’. A total of
361 cars have been assisted with 1,254 cars being
investigated with 2,183 warnings being issued for various
traffic offenses. 4,050 of the 6,842 traffic offense arrests
were for speeding and 1,033 were for violation of the various
passenger restraint laws. A total of 520 verbal warninsgs
were for failure to wear your seat belts. Of the 4,050

“A Cooperative Law Enforcement Effort”



speeding violations, a total of S46 motorists had radar
detectors in utilization at the time they were stopped.
During the officers' patrols, a total of 332 complaints have
been generated that required 1nvestigation

Accident statistics are not available for the entire 8S mile
section of highway, however in the City of Holland. accidents
were down from November 1 through April 30 a total of 18%

over the same period last year and personal injury accidents
have decreased by 56% during the same period. Speed studies
have revealed a decrease in the average speed by 5 miles per
hour in the City of Holland and the average speeds in the

other areas are basically in compliance with our current
speed laws.

Seat belt compliance in certain areas that have been surveyed

within the targeted zone are an impressive 60% as compared
with 497 on a state-wide average.

It is apparent that the statistics generated during the first
8 months of the US 31 SAVE project are very impressive. Time
will tell on what lasting effect we have, but it's reassuring
to note that the motoring public is taking note of the effort

and are voluntarily complying with the traffic laws through
the targeted zone.

We are pleased to announce that the efforts will continue on
behalf of the 7 agencies for the duration of this fiscal year
that ends in October and at the present time the 7 agencies
ara planning on requssting a renewal of tha grant for tha
second year, with the addition of 2 additional departments
participating, those being the Norton Shores Police
Department and the Muskegon Township Police Department during‘
the fiscal year 1990-1991. Funding levels have yet to be

determined but it's anticipated that they will be similar to
the current levels.

The support of the news media and the motoring public has a
very positive effect on our efforts.. The phenomenal growth
continues to amaze your law enforcement all along the US 31
corridor and the serious concern with the traffic flow in the
area still exists. Safety is #1 on 31 is the goal of all the
participating agencies. The task i3 too great for any one
agency, however our coordinated efforts will have a very
positive effect in addressing the problem. Your cooperation
and support will greatly enhance this effort. :
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Grant lets
Holland
police target
violators

on U.S. 31

HOLLAND

GRAND RAPIDS PRESS
AUG-18-89

By Ben Beversluis
The Grand Rapids Press

Traffic is so bad on U.S. 31 through Hoiland
that police figure to stop 900 speeders, 1,500 for
other moving violations and 200 for child-seat
violaticas under a new two-year highway safety

grant.

In addition, they expect traffic accidents
could be cut by 5 percent under the grant, ap-
proved this week, providing 20 hours of over-
time patrols a week, starting Oct. 1.

“1 don't think we're going to have any prob-
lem coming up with those (speeding violations)
at all,” said Hoiland Police Lt. Blaine Koops,
administrator of the U.S. 31 SAVE programina
three-county area.

Koops added the numbers set in the grant
application are not a quota but simply estimates
Sased on what a patrol officer would normaily
rite in the hours available.

Some of the motorists stopped would be giv-
:n warnings. and Koops could not say how
nuch ticket revenue will be produced.

Verbal approval of Holland's grant came just
.his week, Koops said, and is the first funding
1pproved for the program that will extend from
\llegan County up through Ottawa and Muske-
f0n counties.

In the first year of the two-year effort, Hol-
and will get $34,255 to be matched by $10,174
1 city money. The second year will have simi-
ir funding. The Holland City Council voted in
ul}ésto approve the application and matching
ands.

Some of the Holland grant will fund Koops’
dministration of the program, plus provide
15,500 for a public information and education
ampaign through the media and printed mate-
als. The grants come through the state police
ffice of Highway Safety and Planning.

Cther grants are still pending for communi-
2s throughout the region.

U.S. 31, a four-lane divided highway, extends
:st over three miles within the Holland city

. mits. - .

Koops pointed out that one-tenth of all Hol-
nd accidents happen along U.S. 31. Four of
e city's 10 worst intersections for accidents
ealong U.S. 31. .
In addition, two of the city's three traffic fa-
lities in 1988 were,along U.S. 31. and the
¥'s two fatalities thfs year were on that high-
1y.

16,700 in 1987, a 25-percent in-
crease. -

by two officers will be from 5-10
p-m.on Fridays and Saturdays.

TARGET

CONTINUED FROM Al

-Koops said traffic studies show
that on U.S. 31 at Holland’s south-
ern limit 24-hour traffic increased
from 12,500 vehicles in 1983 to

The extra patrols provided by the
U.S. 31 SAVE program in Holland
will come during ‘“high-impact
hours,” Koops said.

Two-hour overtime patrol shifts

will be conducted by two officers
from 5-7 p.m. Sundays through
Thursdays. Five-hour extra patrols

Other agencies to be invoived in
U.S. 31 SAVE (Shoreline Area Ve-
hicular Enforcement) include the
Ottawa and Allegan County sher-
iff’s departments, the Saugatuck
and Grand Haven posts of the state
police and the State Motor Carrier
District Units. ~o_,o wo
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Sheriff joins U.S. 31
speeding crackdown

By LYNN MOORE
Chronicle staff writer

The Muskegon County Sheriff's Depart-
ment plans to get tough on speeders along

U.S. 31 with the help of a $13,500 federal -

grant.

THE SHERIFF'S department will join
several other communities along the U.S.
31 corridor in stepping up patrols from
October through September 1990.

“All over Michigan the speeding is tak-
ing place to the point where we could lose
$19 million in federal dollars because we

moving violations, reducing car crashes
by 10 percent and issuing 250 citations for

seat belt and child restraint violations.

can't get 50 percent of our people travel-
ing at the speed limit.” Capt. Orville Budd
of the sheriff's department told county
commissioners Tuesday.

The commissioners formally accepted
the grant, although Commissioner Jeff
Funkhouser complained that the grant's
goals include specific numbers of viola-
tions the department would issue as a re-
sult of the grant. He said that constituted
“hunting down” violators.

THOSE OBJECTIVES include issuing
1,000 citations for speed and hazardous

land and Grana  Haven city police
departments.

“Why can’t they just do their job,”
Funkhouser said of the sheriff's deputies.
“Whether it's 100 or 10,000, why don’t they
just go out and do it.”

Budd said the government required such
numbers on the grant application.

MUSKEGON COUNTY will work on the
project known as S.A.V.E. with two Michi-
gan State Police posts, the Allegan and
Ottawa sheriff’s departments and the Hol-

UNDER THE grant agreement, the fed-
eral government will provide two hours of
overtime pay each week to match two
hours of road patrol focused on US. 31
and financed by the county sheriff’s de-
partment. Budd said the work will involve
one road patrol officer who already di-
rects some of his time to U.S. 31.

He said the project’s increased focus on
U.S. 31 should not cut response time.to po-
lice calls because the road patrol officer
normally does not answer calls.

The stepped up patrois will cover 115
miles of U.S. 31 from Ludington to South
Haven. Marked and unmarked police vehi-
cles will be used and nine large road signs
will inform motorists of the stepped-up
enforcement efforts.

In applying for the grant, the law en-
forcement agencies noted that U.S. 31 re-
cently has seen a substantial growth in
traffic and accidents and that those num-
bers could climb.
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Pollce to swoop
down on U.S. 31

- ByDaleBmver
- Tribune writer

. Local law enforcement agencies
ategeanngupfortheUS 31 ¢om-,
bined program to curtail speedmg
and accidents on that heavily used
shoreline corridor..
. The program is to be Kicked off
soon when police agencies through-
out Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan
counties will devote extra man-
power and time to the project.
Ottawa County Sheriff Robert
Dykstra .hopes the project will

on the busy highway, just like what
resulted from the M-45 program.
Dykstra explained M-45, nick-
named “accident alley,” had been
the worst road in the county in terms
of fatal accidents and speeding.
Although final figures are not in, he
believes the situation on M-45 has
improved dramaticaily. “It’s worked
extremely well on M-45. That used
to be the worst road in the caunty,
but since starting the program there
has not been one fatality out there.”
He added that neatly 20 percent
of the department’s speeding tickets

, rednee theovemllmotonsts speeds

S

(See.U.S. 31 on page 3)

U.S. 31—

(Conﬂnued ftom page 1)

are a result of the M35 crackdown.
THE OVERALL grant, through

the Michigan.Office of Highway .

Safety Planning, is for about
$150,000. The program is scheduled
to run for two years. During the first
year, local agencies will receive 60
percent of the funds from the grant
and’ have to supply a 40 percent
match, The second year will be a 50-
50 match.

The state appropriated the first
grantmoney Oct. 1.
. Among the law enforce_ment
agencies involved in the
are sheriff’s departments from

-Ottawa, Muskegon and Allegan, -

Michigan State Police (Grand
Haven and the Saugatuck sub-post),
and Holland and Grand Haven Cxty
Police.

The stretch of U.S. 31 in Ottawa
County is to receive special aten-
uon because pracucally the emu'e

me ens b S T )

_ not be a problem.

length of it has frequem access
points, unlike the limited access
stretches in Muskegon and Allegan |
counties. This causes problems
because the Ottawa stretch has 55
mph speed: limits while the other
arh;shave dengnated 65 mph speed

ts

Estimates peg the average speeds

on theOttawastrenchofUS.3l at
67-68 mph.

The Ottawa County Sheriff’s -

Department will likely hire an addi-
tional road patrol deputy to cover its
portion of the program. Dykstra said
he will hire a new patroiman to work
40 hours a week, all on U.S. 31
patrol within the county. All the
OCSD needs for that is approval

_from the full Ottawa County Board

of Commissioners at next Tuesday’s
meeting. Dykstra said the grant and
match money is already in hand and
therefore the board decision shouid

B A SO Y

OCSD OFFICIALS went to the
five townships within the county to
raise the matching funds. With the
exception of Port Sheidon Town-
ship, the townships were agreeable
to the requests. Holland Township
stepped in to cover the money Port
Sheldon Township would not
donate.

Dykstra said that was crucial. “If
hsgmeg:xe hfhde nottlo dlone that it would
ve blew the whole grant apart.”

While the OCSD went to the
townships to hire the additional dep-
uty, the other police agencies will
utilize what they term a soft-match,
or what is described as a one-on-one
match. For every patrol hour  the
- state funds, those agencies will pro-
vide an additional hour.

The program, officially called
Shoreline Area Vehicle Enforce-
ment (SAVE), will also feature edu-
cational-type efforts, through the
use of billboards, pamphlets and

. other means.



County board accepts grant for new U.S. 31 patRRT 11 ]959
GRAND HAVEN — Speeders in Ottawa County will have an eve
e e A T
a
road. 2¢S

| fedenT R T P o Highway Satery Plans
ade; gh the Michigan Office ety Plan-
. mng.whmhofﬁaalsaymﬂpayforonedepntywhomﬂbededl
cated to lling that stretch of highway, except parts in Holland,
Grand Spring Lake and F

" Undersheriff Philip Alderink said the officer should be on the
. road within the next week, as soon as final paperwork is completed.
The officer will be committed to patroiling the road 40 hours a
. week. He added that the program is similar to one currently under

onalanghkgM:cmgaan(Mthhecounty

“We're glad to see it started,” Alderink said.
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U.S. 31 speed,

seat-belt

patrols

will begin today

HOLLAND

ByRogerMorgenstern ~
The Grand Rapids Press .

_ U.S. 31 speeders, beware.
Seven law enforcement agencies
in three West Michigan counties to-

day were to officially begin the
l i called

long-discussed
thE:f.}I S.31 Shos(:l‘;ué)e Area Vehicle
rcement (; program.

Fueled by federat and local
(rols an K’"Jb”ﬁ",ifm -
extra patrois and a ¢ informa-
tion campaign to cut Speeding
along U.S. 31 and to boost enforce-
ment of the state’s seat belt law,
- said Lt. Richard Housenga, com-
mander of the Michigan State Po-

lice Grand Haven post.
While an 80-mile stretch of U.S.
31 through Muskegon, Ottawa and
counties is their target, of-
= spends snd sceidents along
and accidents along
Michigan’s entire stretch of U.S.

'I'he agencies involved include
the shenif’s departments in the
three counties, pius the Grand Ha-
ven and Holland police depart-
ments and the State Police post in

Grand Haven and the Saugatuck )
‘ ‘Team..

“The phenomenal that
the U.S. 31 corridor has experi-
enced in recent years has created

- serious copcern with traffic flow in
. the area,” said Lt. William Smith,
commander of the state police Sau- -

gatuck Team. “The task is too great

forany‘oneeafgen ,. however our
coordinated efforts will have a very
positive effect on addressing the
problem.”

The project was to be ceremoni-
ally launched today at a press con-
ference at J.J. Finnegan’ s Restau-

‘rant in Westshore Mall.

Federal funds adxmmstered
through the state Office of High-
way Safety Planning are paying for
60 percent of the program during
the first year, with a
match from the townships-and cit-
ies along the route.

In the second year, funding is

split 50-50 between federal and lo-
cal sources, Beld said. The pro-

gram coincides with the federal

government'’s fiscal calendar, from -

QOct. 1 of this year toSept. 30, 1991.
The total cost within the three

counties is $96,600 for the 1990 fis-

cal year, Beld said.

The program boosts the amount
of patrols already underway on
U.S. 31. Housenga said he has in-
creased patrols on U.S. 31 during
the last year, with a car assigned to
the highway 40 to 60 hours a week.
The grant will allow about three
. more hours of patrol per week.

In addition to more cars, the
grant is paying for a public infor-
mation campaign so motorists are
aware of the stronger enforcement,
o

range from signs posted
, along the highway to pamphlets at
' restaurants and service stations.

The program is similar to one al-

ready in place along a 20-mile

' stretch of M-45 between U.S. 31

and Allendale. That program is be-

~ ing funded by a $24,700 grant from

- Ottawa County. -

|

Beld said he’s confident that the

. US. 31 SAVE program will do
| some good, given the success of the

colr_tinnuuthroughSeth
lwe’llget

M-45 pro
In 1989, there have been no fatal
accidents on the traditionally dan-
gerous M-45. The M-45
, 1990.

agreed: “Hopefully
the same results that
we've had on M-45. Strict enforce-

ment backed up by public informa-

h tiondoesgetthe message across.”
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U.S. 31
speed
Watched

. By ROGER MORGENSTEHN
Chronicie staff writer -
GRAND HAVEN.— U.S. 31 speeders, beware
Today seven law enforcement agencies in.three.
_West Michigan counties officially. kick-off the U.S. 31:
Shoreline Area Vehicle Enforcement program. It
goes by the acronym S.A.V.E.

FUELED BY BOTH federal grants and local con-
tributions, the two-year program will work to not
only reduce speeding along the U.S. 31 corridor, but
increase enforcement of the state’s seat beit law and
provide information on officers’ efforts to'motorists
using the heavily traveled route. said Lt. Richard
Housenga. commander of the State Pohces Grand!
Haven post.

The grant program allows for beefed-up enforce-
ment on the 80 miles of U.S. 31 within Muskegon, Ot-
tawa and Allegan counties, said Lt. Larry Beld, road
patrol coordinator for the Otfawa County Sheriff’s
Department. It is hoped the effort will re‘aﬁe_speeds
and accidents along the entire stretch of U.S. 31 m
Michigan, Housenga said.

The departments involved are the Muskegon, Otta-
wa and Allegan county sheriff's departmeats. the
Grand Haven police, Holland police and State Police
from both Grand Haven and Saugatuck, Beld said.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM each community.
along with invited dignitaries, were to attend a kick-
off brunch this morning in Hoiland. :

Federal funds administered through the state Of-
fice of Highway Safety Planning are paying for 60
percent of the program during the_first year, with-a
40 percent-match fram.each.local community. Dur-

-ing the second year, the funding is split 50-50 be-
tween federal and local sources, Beld said. The’

program will run along the federal gavernment's fis- -

'cTT:aleudar from Oct. 1 of this year to Sept. 30,

The total cost for. the program within the three
counties is $96,800 for the 1990 fiscal year, Beld said.

THE GRANT WILL result in an increased pres-
ence of police cars on U.S. 31. Several agencies, like
the state police out of Grand Haven, already patrol
the corridor regularly in Muskegon and Ottawa

" counties. Housenga said he has increased patrols on

U.S. 31 during the last year, with a car assigned to
the highway 40 to 60 hours a. week, Housenga said.
The grant will allow about three more hours a week
of patrol, he said.

~ In addition to more cars, the grant is paying for a

public information campaign to make motorists

aware of the beefed-up enforcement, Beld said. This
will range from. signs posted along the highway to
pamphlets at restaurants and service stations, Beld
said. :

The law enforcement program is similar to a pro-
gram already in place on 20 miles of M-45 between
U.S. 31 and Allendale, Beld said. In this case, howev-
er, Ottawa County is putting up money for this pro-
gram, with the county paying about $24,700 for the
fiscal year that began Oct. 1, Beld said. For the U.S.
31 program, the local share for Ottawa County is be-
ing paid for by townships along the highway. The M- -
45 program contmues through. Sept. 30, 1990. - ..

BELD SAID HE'S confident'that the U S. 3
S.A.V.E. program will do some good, given the suc-
cess of the M-45 program. In 1989, there have been
no fatal accidents on the road. o

Housenga agreed.

“Hopefully we'll get the same results that we've
had on M-45,” he said. “Strict enforcement backed up
by public information does get the message across.”
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Officmls say U S 31 crackdown

m]l be a help,

bkt -“"'\.Ma-n-a- D .u-»n«héf.ﬂ&.

—  HOLLAND

By Jon Brandt
The Grand Rapids Press

‘The'U.S. 31 SAVE program
and not a moment t00.soon,. asfaragt,t. Blainexoop§
of the Holland Police Department s concerned.

With use of the roadway running
thnrdoventsengmeeredvemdecapacxtyandgmwth
throughout. Ottawa County expected to continue,
Koops and other law enforcement officials say some-
thing must be done to make the road safer.

yot o J_"‘.‘-. u‘

atmorethana :

but not a cure

-.-n-w-’ — g‘~

- ~4-.«:VJ: Ea

S 315 is becoming a ahnoerou,s

—-6

‘roadway. But I think that wzth
"cooperation, we can make this

(efort) wort.”

-J-M~¢»_.,

Sheriff Robert Dykstra

‘gon countxa and Holland and Grand Haven police

;departments. The program likely will be extended to

The U.S. 31 Shoreline Area. ‘Vehicle. Enforcement. Jt!mgars if it meets expectations, Koops said.

(SAVE) program will be aimed at"rediicing speeds, '~
accidents and fatalities along an 85-mile stretch of the

federal highway, and aiso increase driver. awareness

and seatbeit usage.

AT b TS 3"&’
said. “We just don’ e manpower g

the high traffic times to patrol the area ef

The year-long program, which officially got under-
way Monday; will invoive seven’law- enforcement

agencies in a-three-county area, including Michigan. :
State Police posts in Grand Haven and Saugatuck,

sheriff’s departments in Ottawa. Allegan and Mnske-

who is administrating the entire program,

‘.saxdabout$96,000mfederal grant money will be used
.to pay avertime for officers patro
‘fund an extra road patrol officer for
-Shieriff’s Depart
‘program should app
.+ “It’s not a cure,” Koops said. “I think the only way
';ea’x:gomgtocon'ectltnsbyhawngthe highway
i ge

the roadway and

Ottawa County
ent. With t matches, cost for the
roach $175,000 this year.

— but that’s not available to us right now.”
‘With the theme “Safety’s No. 1 on. 31 " representa-

US.31 - -

M.

CONTINUED FROM 1

timfmmeachoftheagencxesm-
volved in the program met at J.J.
Finnegan’s in the- Westshore Mall

"Monday morningto kick off the co-

|

operative effort, which will initially
run through Sept. 30, 1990.

After a brunch and short infor-
mational program, more than 20
police vehicles streamed up and
down U.S. 31 in front of the mail
~ with their emergency lights on ina
symbolic start to the program.

Koops said the program is imper-

" ative in the Holland area, where

there has been a dramatic increase
in accidents in the past year. From
Riley Street to Washmgton Ave-
nue, there were 85 accidents along
US. 31 in 1988, according to

But the first six

Koops. during
months of 1989, 60 accidents oc- -

curred in the same area and contin-
ue to climb, he said.

Since Oct. 1, Koops said that Hol-
 land officers have issued 115 tick-
ets to drivers on U.S. 31. He added,
however, that issuing more tickets
is not the objective of the program.

“Hopefully, what will occur is
that the number of citations will go
down once people realize we're out

. there” ﬁdmrwmphanee.-'l-

Koops said.
The program is one of 15 such

_cooperative efforts throughout -

Michigan and is'the second largest
next to a similar project on Inter- -
state 75 in Genesee, Bay and Sagi- '

'-mw counties. A

on M-45 between U.S. 3lpand Al-
lendale has been extremely effec-
tive, officials said.

“M-45 was one -of the worst road-

ways in Michigan for fatal acci-
dents,” said Ottawa County Sheriff
Robert Dykstra. “We have not had
one this year.

“U.S. 31 is becoming a danger-
ous roadway. But [ think that with
cooperation, we can make thxs (ef-
fort) work.”

The project will involve in-
creased road patrol and the state
police’s “Eye in the Sky” airplanes, -
which can time speeders without
the use of radar.

Beld of the Ottawa
County Sheriff's Department said
he is optimistic about wiratthe pro=—
ject will accomplish.

“On M-45, the number of acci-
dents is decreasing and the severity
is decreasing aiso,” he said. “This
will be a more concentrated effort
than that with more agencies in-
volved.” :
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Area police agencies formed a squad-car motorcade on southbound U.S. 31 Monday moming.
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U.S. 31
anti-speed
plan starts

By ROGER MORGENSTERN

_Chronicle staff writer
" HOLLAND - Tri-Cities motor-

ists will be seeing more of the’

..Grand Haven Police Department
_as part of beefed-Gp enforcement
along U.S. 31.

The U.S. 3] Shoreline Area Vehi-
cle Enforcement (S.A.V.E.) pro-
gram officially began Monday,
with seven law enforcement agen-
cies in Ottawa, Muskegon and
Allegan counties participating.

AS PART of the grant program,
Grand Haven police will now have
an officer strictly patrolling US.
31 for 10 hours each week, Lt

'
i

Gregg VanLleate said after the

program’s kick-off brunch in Hol-
land. ,

Currently, Grand Haven police
does not have an officer exclusive-
ly assigned to patrol U.S. 31, also
known as Beacon Boulevard with-
in the city limits.

Officers-will patrol the draw-
bridge area and the Jackson Ave-
nue, Washington Avenue and Rob-
bins Road intersections, among
others, Deputy Chief Don Tague
said. In addition to speeders, po-
lice are looking for traffic viola-
tions, such as turning left onto
northbound or southbound U.S. 31
from Washington, Tague said. The
state’s seatbelt law will also be en-
forced. .

'VANLENTE SAID the main

- problem within the city is-
- conjestion, while speeding is the

main concern at the bridge area.

The city of Grand Haven was
awarded $9,170 in_federal money
for the program, and contributed
$5,000 in local match-funds, ac-
cording to Lt. Larry Beld of the
Ottawa County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, ==

In addition to Grand Haven po-
lice, other agencies participating
in US. 31 S.A.V.E. are the Michi-
gan State Police based in Grand
Haven and Saugatuck, the Holland
Police Department and the sheriff
departments in Ottawa, Muskegon
and Allegan Counties.

IN MUSKEGON County, a
$13,500 grant for the enforcement
program will allow for 20 hours
per week of patrol strictly on U.S.
31, said Capt. Orville Budd of the

"- Muskegon County Sheriff’s De-

partment. The grant will pay for
10 hours of officer overtime pay
while the department will pay for
10 hours of “straight time” for an
officer, Budd said.

At Monday’s kick-off, state po-
lice officials noted that Ottawa
County is the fastest growing
county in. Michigan, with much
tourist traffic and two heavily-
used state parks.



HOLLAND, Mi

SENTINEL
E- 30,000

OCT-:.4 89

Pohce seek
to SAVE
lives on

U.5.31"

~'By Ari B. Adlor _
Suwinddcﬁwnhr ‘

) Pohce agencm in AIlegan, '

'MmkegonandOttawacmm-- :

ties began a drive Monday to
improve safety on US. .2,

.tbe regmns mam hxghway
‘ andoneof

program
-aims. to
control
Ty . speeding
w -7 and get
motorists §
to buckle up - properly .
* through education and more
. Stringent law enforcement on
the ' highway.,
" Local,. state and federal
funds totalling more than
$180,000 are earmarked for
‘more officers to patrol the -
highway and for a public in-
formation campaign that em-
ploys bumper stickers, road -

The radar beams will bo numomus on U S.
31
Monday’s kick-off of U.S. 31 SAVE, a sovcn-ag:f::y"

::fo:;m“::' :ﬁc’m to etfforcn ‘spood, sect beh qu ‘chnlf:l

sxgns and place mats in res-
taurants with safety mes-
sages.. .

The drive ends Sept 30,
1990_,
C b SeeU.S. 31.A3--

years, many of them in four new

Al)
AContidey from mails, Smith said. The

“The phenomenal growth that shopping

U.S. 31 corridor has experi-
sed in recent years has cre-
dsenomconcernmth traffic
# in the area,” said Lt, Wik
nSmlt.hof the Michlgan State

lice:
- Thetask(of safety on U.S,

is too great for any one
:ncy. However, our coordi-
ed efforts wxll have a very
' sitive effect on addressing t.he
sblem.”
Jttawa County has been the
‘te’s fastest-growing .county
- past two years, according to
: West Michigan Shoreline Re-
pal Development . Commis-
n

Holland, Grand Haven and Mus-

kegon state parks each had more -
than 1 million visitors last year.

“The daily traffic count on

US. 31 near Holland increased 25

t from 1983 to 1987, and the

1988 and 1989 counts are expected

to show an increase as Well "

Smithsaid,. = -
With the increased traffic

" came an increase in accidents.

- In 1988 there were 220 acci-
dents along the -highway from
Holland to the Muskegon County

line, according to State Police

:ecords.
-'Three people were killed in two

- _ .. —fatal accidents on the hxghway'




ageonly, .
State and federal grants wxll
total more than $90,000 and-be
matchedbyanothermooo&om
the seven police agencies in-
volved, according to Smith.’
Police will shoot for reducing

ccidents 2 t '
a bypercenbywnding

Beld of the Ottawa CountySher
iff'sDepartxnent.

“What we learned from
lar program on M-S is thatvisi-
bility - is. needed,” Beld said.

“Increasing the number of tick-
ets isn’t the goal. The goal is las
‘accidents.”

Ottawa County has assxgned an
officer to patrol U.S, 31 full time,

. The other agencies will use the

grants to help cover overtime

The agencies cxpating in |
the Pﬂl‘t‘ the Michigan
State Police, the Anegan, Ottawa
and Muskegon County sheriff’s

departments, the Holland Police

DepartmentandtheGrandHa-

" ven City Police Department. The -

Motor Carrier Division of the
Michigan State Police will par-

ticipate by enforcing truck safety

laws. :

Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland

Police Department said, - “To-

ggfether we can make Us. 3
e." . 3

,,l!

wmuo«.o«n
Hollcnd Poh« Officer Bob Don fclks new eoaporcfwc patrol effort known as
with a motorist on U.S, 31. The Holland U.S. 31 SAVE (Shculmc Area Vehicle
Police Department is parﬁc:pafing in the Enfor:omom)
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Putting the brakeson
EU S 31 expressway |

Such arethe economic facts of life in Wat Michigan that
many are forced to work miles from where they live, This has
created a new class of commuters who can be seen, morning
and afternoon, hurrying up and down U.S. 31 between -
Muskegon, Grand Haven and Holland — —evenas farsouthas
Allegan. . ;- ,.s : -~

Some of us, its seems, have been hurrymg a little too much
‘along this, already heavily traveled highway — hence the
birth'of the U.S. Shoreline Area Vehxcle Enforcement
program, or S.A.V.E. ‘

S.A.V.E., whith began officlally on Monday, isa combmed
effort by seven law enforcement agencies in Muskegon,

Grand Haven and Holland. During its 2-year life; it will beef
* up.enforcement of speed limits along an 80-mile stretch of 4-
lane highway and also enforce seat belt laws. By various
-.means, it will attempt to remind motorists that the speed
hmxtlsexactly what the signs say itis. - '
: Byany standard, it’s a good program. Let’s remember that
the wliole point of going t to work and bringing homea-
'paycheck is to.advance our lives; not cut them short.

MUSKEGON, Mi
CHRONICLE
€-44,984; 5-44,697

OCT-49 -89

e o e w -

_ LOOAL NEWS HlGHUGHTS OCT 22-28

-

Mommr

~ GRAND HAVEN — Law enforcement agencm in-
- three West Michigan counties officially kicked off
. the US, 31 Shoreljne Area Vehicle orcement pro-
. gram. Funded by both fed grants local con-
- tributions, the two-year program will' work. to not -
~ only reduce speeding along the U.S. 31 corridor, but
- increase enforcement of the state’s seat belt law and
provide information on officers’ efforts to motorists
- using the heavily traveled route, said ‘Lt Richard
Housenga, commander of the State Polices Grand
Haven post: - /
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BELTLW Ottswa County drivers

ByJonBrandt
The Grand Rapids Press -

SeatbeltusebyOttawaCountydnvers'

on U.S. 31 is higher than the state average,
awordmgtoarecenﬂy

study.
Astudgao?dnversonthefedenlhighway
by U-M’s Transportation Research Insti-
tute from Sept.
- cent'of drivers on U.S. 31 in Ottawa County

were wearing their seatbeits, more than 12

pemmmgherthanthemaverageof‘t&
1peu:ent. e _

Oﬂidalsfmmt.heinstrmtehopetouse

themultsofthewneytogetagrantto
the. affects of the _imple-
mented U.S. 31 Shoreline Area Vehicle En-
forcement (SAVE) project, which is-aimed-
atreducu;gfspeedsﬁ;ndmdzntsandm-'
creasing on the highway.
i St v T o
-agencm,mdudmgtwo gan State
e eean S Mumkaegon counes and
n counties and
E depamnemsﬁ'oml-lonand,Grand

1 joined forces mthetwo-yearU.S.3l ‘

SAVE project.

"l'heU.S.3lpro1ectisacooperanve
ﬁbetween seven agencies, so it will be

to evaluate the cooperative na-
ture of the agencies,” said Fredrick Streff,
with the U-M institute. “It
makaxtnpeforevaluanon.

" Streff said the averages in Ottawa Coune-

-tywerehxgherﬂmnthestatenorms,“bm'

not much higher.”
"l'hemlookslikextxsh:ghermOttawa
County than statewide,” he said, “but a lot
g:atbelt t;mmny where
useis
Holla.nd Pohce Departmem Lt. Blame

released University

20-22 showed that 59 per-

on U.S. 31 are more hkely to use seat belts

Koops,whocoordmatatheu.s 31 SAVE
project, saxdhewassmpnsedbymere.

' sulits of the

survey.
er“lthoughtxtwouldhavebemahtﬂelow- }
:‘Iguuswhatismore rising is the
agegrwpsﬂxatusethes;g;ks.
According to the survey, drivers aver the
y&ﬁommhxshw gupliance rate
fordnvusaged:’.o-ssandjusm‘l.spercem
tordnvémull!:gg:ageofm that have
The beop  age groups
supposedly been trained to use the seat-

 belts — theyounga'people—don’tuse
noted. :

”

' Sn'eﬂsmdthemsﬁuxtehasappliedfora
‘from the National Traffic
ety Administration to seatbelt use

' spanofmepmject.
% they have a good thing going

ectandwewanttodoamen:

e e Do e

T The NHTSA s lookmg to to
‘adueve 70-pércent compliance
 With seatbelt use by the end of

": 1991, Streff said, but he added that

gglshadbeenpushedback&om
' “It'savery difficult nut to cra
wayed_casly ore plready using
oy, b o e
.‘don’tmtbeonuthatmostlilu!y
will be in crashes.” ,
'said he is “very interest.

Koops
- ed” to see the data produced by the

study and said it could be key in
getnngmoneytocontmuetheu.s
1 SAVE project. -
m'rhisoouldwenbemetestfor
weknoth."hesmd.p _ -
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' U S. 31 study shows hlgh rate of seat belt use

ByJonBrandt N
,"l]pﬁr.ndlhpkhm S

LSRR
'.‘ N

;- . 'Seat belt use by Ottawa County drivers on -
‘U.S: 31 is higher than the state average, accord-

tng to a recently released University of Michi- °

i gan study.

A study of drivers on the federal highwa

- tJ-M's Transportation Research Institute

‘ egt 20-22 showed that 59 percent of drivers on

. 31 in Ottawa County were wearing their

- ‘geat belts, more than 12 percent higher than the -

. ‘State average of 46.7 percent.

* ~.Officials from the institute hope to use the

) results of the survey to get a grant to study the .

éffects of the recently implemented U.S. 31

: .Shoreline Area Vehicle Enforcement (SAVE) ] -

* project, which is aimed at reducing speeds and
accidents and increasing safety on the highway. -
‘ " 'In-October, seven law enforcement agencies, '
. inclyding two Michigan State Police posts, sher-
-iff's departments from Ottawa, legan and
-.Muskegon counties and - police departments .
‘from Holland and Grand Haven, joined forces in
; -the two-year U.S. 31 SAVE project. )

' " between seven agencies, so it
. to evaluate the cooperative nature of the agen-
. cles,” said Fredrick Streff, researcher with the -

“The U.S. 31 projeet isa rative project

U-M institute. “It makes it for evaluation.”

Streff said the averages in Ottawa County
were higher than the state norms, “but not
- much higher.”

“The use looks like it is, higher in Ottawa

'County than statewide,” he said, “but a lot of

those areas are freeway areas where seat belt
. usae is typically higher.”
- Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland Poliee Depart~
ment, who coordinates the U.S. 31 SAVE
ject, said he was surprised by the results o the
surve;
“1 thought it would have been a little lower,”
he said. “I guess what is more surprising is the
age gro that use the seat belts.”

to the survey, drivers over the age
of 60 luld the highest compliance rate of 75.2
percent, compared to 60.2 percent for drivers
aged 30-59 and just 47.5 percent for drivers un-
der the age of 30.

“The people in the age groups that have sup-~

be interesting

posedly been trained to use the seat belts —the
younger people — don’t use them,” Koops said.

Streff sald the institute has applied for a grant,
from the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-|
ministration to study seat belt use during the|
two-year span of the project.

“I think they have a good thing f oing with the
project and we want to document ects,” he
said. “We wanted to produce a basellne of infor-
mation on which we could track change in the
usage (during the project).”

e NHTSA is looking to to achieve 70 per-
cent compliance with seat belt use by the end of :

- 1991, Streff said, but he added that goal had -

been pushed back from. 1989.

“It's a very difficult nut to crack,” he said.
“The peogle that were swayed easily are already
usin, r seat belts, but the wmsople that don’t

e ones that ‘most likely be in crashes.”

Koops said he is “very interested” to see the

data produced by the study and said it could be

key in getting money to continue the U.S. 31
SAVE project.

* “This. could well be the test for the entire
granting procedure as we know it,” he said.’
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Fatal crashes -

" ™ 111989 was any indication, Ottawa County shouldbe
; asafer for drivers in the 1990s. rath i
o For in 10 years, no ¢ fatalities
were along M45 in Ottawa County, accord-
ing to county and state law enforcement officials. -
- Officials from the Ottawa County Eheﬁﬂ‘s Depart-
ment and the Michigan State Police postat Grand Ha-
ven say the statistics show that their stepped-up pa-
‘m%ng the stretth of road: have been worth the-
expense and effort. , ' - .
In addition;, it has given renewed hope to agencies
ixwolved&aiimﬂan project along U.S. 31 in Ottawa,
Allegan Muskegon counties. L.
iﬂ:‘lthas been exl?n'ent,f'sasa‘iid ?tﬂtiawa County t:eh;;:
s Department Lt. Larry of the effects
45 patrols. “I think we ended. 1989 on.a high note.”
Michigan State bolics aye.poseen Sgns along the
igan State Police ‘posted signs along the
road warning motorists of increased traffic enforce--
ment along the road. Increased awareness, combined

with stricter enforcement, have made the road safer, .

Beld said.

-, “This isn’t just a unique year," said Lt. Richard Hou-
senga, Grand Haven post commander for the Michi-

. gan State Police. “Those things don’t just happen.”:
From 1980 through 1988, at least 15 fatalities were
recorded along the state highway, which runs from
Standale west to Lake Michigan. Traffic on the road
has steadily increased for a number of reasons, includ-

iélg. ever-growing enrollments at Grand Valley State

" “Did we do it? I think we had a significant impact,

. but we didn’t do it alone,” he explained.““The drivers.
had a big part in it. If the drivers are looking for us,

- they’re looking out for each other, too.” Co ’
. h the number of accidents along the road-
way continued to climb in 1989 — Beld said approxi-
mately 4,300 accidents occurred, up from 4,117 in
1988 and 3,169 in 1980 — the seriousness of the acci-

O FT emae T —ea—
“Call 216 anugmgagtﬁ
. of everything,” Housen )
%ut irve nevng'. seen asituation like
- ing. To have gone from where we
were to where we're at, the results
are just phenomenal. , o

 restaurants, :

" “The grant has paid for itself.”
Pl

repo county ties
issued more than 2,700 tickets

~ along M-45, up from about 500 in

-1988. Citations issued by state
have increased as well,

~ but Beld said it’s unfair and unreal

istic to measure the success of the
program by the number of tickets

- “No one gains from that,” he
~said."“The objelct of the proglxl:nm is
.to bring people into compliance,

PR

“If we ( ring people into
compliance without issuing any
tickets, the program would still be

a success.” .

Both men said-the success of the
M5 project has made them opti-
mistic that a similar project along
U.S.-31 that began in October will
have similar resuits. - ’

. In all, more than $50,000 in state
and federal ts, combined with
various. | matching funds, are -
paying for the increased patrols
alongM45and US.31. * -

'Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland
Police Department said figures on
the US. 31 SAVE project are just
beginning to be compiled, but early
statistics are heartening.

- Koops, who coordinates the pro-
ject for the seven law enforcement

~agencies involved, said 1,082 tick-

ets were issued from late October
through Nov. 30, including 713
tickets. Koops noted that

speeding

‘116 of the vehicles pulled over for

- Speeding were equipped with radar
systems.

detection

“The message is if they spend
money to circumvent the system,
they’re still going to get nailed,”

"Koops said. “A radar detector does

not make you immune to a speed-
citaﬁoz.?'u :
addition, Koops said 136 pas-
senger restraint violations were
cited, along with 307 verbal warn-
ings issued. An end-of-the-year

‘compilation of detailed statistics

from the project will be released

later this month, Koops said.

I think :e’rBe doti!t:g realleylly well,”
Koops said. “But this is only one
side of the issue. We still have to
wait to see if the accident volume is
going down like we want.”

“] think it's too early to tell if it

4'has been effective so far,” Beld
; said. “I don’t think the number of
" hours we have put out there have

been enough to change the drivers’

- attitudes out there, (but) I am still

opl(oops.. : .c';eid and Housengal all
that education on the U.S.

- 31 project needs to be stepped up in

the coming months to make the

. project successful. Signs informing

drivers will soon be in place, and.
information is being distributed in
¥ Is-and other out-

lets - 0 .
~ “The. ‘money is well-spent,”
Koops said. ‘%e short dollar will

. have lang effects. We want to keen
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No fatal crashes occurred along M-45 in 1989

OTTAWACOUNTY

By Jon Brandt
' TheGnndRawdstus

If 1989 was.any indication; Otta-
: waCountyshouldbeasaferplace
fml'? th filx";tthe 1 10
or the in 10 years, no
traffic fat::alit:xeti;ma were . recorded .
along M-45 in Ottawa County, ac- -
cording to county and state law en-
forcement officials.

Officials from the Ottawa County
Sheriffs Department and the °
Michi State Police post at
Grand Havenr say the statistics

" show that their stepped-up patrols

along the stretch of road have been-

worth the expense and effort. ,

In addition, it has given renewed
hope to agencies involved in a simi-
lar project along U.S. 31 in Ottawa,
Allegan and Muskegon counties.

“It has been excellent,” said Ot-
tawa County Sheriff's Department
LLLan'yBeldoftheeffectsofth&
M-45 patrols.

Since late 1988, the sheriff's de-
partment and the Michigan State

Police have posted signs along the .

road warning motorists of in-
creased traffic enforcement along

the road. 4lncreased awareness,-

combmed with _ stricter enforce-
- ment, have made the road safer,
Beldsaid. .|

‘“This isn’t just a umque year,”
“said Lt. Richard Housenga, Grand
Haven post commander for the
Michigan State Police. “Those

things don’t just happen.”-

- From 1980 through 1988, atleast
“15 fatalities were recorded along:

the state highway, which runs from
Standale west to Lake Michigan.
_Traffic on the road has steadily in-
-"creased for a number of reasons,
including ever-growing enroll-
ments at Grand Valley State Uni-
versi

significant impact, but we didn’t do
it alone,” he explained. “The driv-
~ ers had a big partin it. If the drivers
are looking for us, they're looking
aut for each other, too.” -
Although the number of acci-
dents along the roadway coritinued

to climb in 1989 — Beld said ap- .
.and federal grants, combined with

proximately. 4,300 accidents oc-

curred, up from4117 in 1988 and-
- 3,169 in 1980 the-seriousness of

the accidents has declined.

“Call it a lot of luck; call it a little
of everything,” Housenga said.
“But I've never.seen a situation like
this, where this is.cut off to noth-
ing. To have gone from where we

4

ity.
“D:dwedoxt"xthmkwehada,

were to where we're at, the resuilts
are just phenomenal. The grant has
paid for itself.”

During the same time period,
Beld reported that county deputies
issued more than 2,700 tickets
along M-45, up from about 500 in

11988, Citations issued by state

troopers have increased as well,
but Beld said it's unfair and unreal-

~'istic to measure the success of the

pmgxed'a.m' by the number of tickets-

“No one gains from that,” he
said. “The object of the program is
to_bring people into compliance,
not to issue tickets. If we could
bring people into compliance with-
out issuing any tickets, the pro-
gram would still be a success.”

- Both men said the success of the
M-45 project has made them opti-
mistic that a similar project along
U.S. 31 that began in October will
have similar results.

In all, more than $50,000 in state

various local matching funds, are
paying for the increased patrols

" along M-45 and U.S.-31.

Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland
Police Department said figures on
the U.S. 31 SAVE project are just
beginning to be compiled, but early

stanstm are h‘eartemng
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‘U.S. 31 speeders -
get smft lesson

ByJONBRANDT tober than in any period before,

Chronicie News Service . said-Capt. Orville Budd; head of
* with local reports : ‘the. department’s  operations
- Speeders are getting - the mes- division.

sage: U.S. 31 is an expensive place _ In the fital quarter of 1989, po-

to-put the pedal to the metal.

-~ The US. 31_S.A_VE (Shoreline
Area .. Vehicle  Enforcement)
~project. a‘ coordinated police at-
tack on unsafe driving operated
~ with grant funding since last Octo-

- ber, upaymgoffwlthsafertmffic.\f

" flow and more, tickets xssued, po-
. lice officials said.

"IN MUSKEGON County’s por-
uon of the road, sheriff’s deputies
wrote five times™Tore tickets
since the program began last Oc-

lice of several departments issued
2,110 traffic citations. Of those,
Muskegon County Sheriff’s officers

-wrote 183 tickets — 166 tickets for

moving violations including speed-

-ing, no seat belts or drunken driv-

ing — and 17 for such non-moving
infractions ,as having only one
headlight, bad brakes or baid tires.

Budd said grant funds allowing
lus department's participation m

the. program also allowed shenff’s
deputies to patrol the roadway,
which they previously dld not do
routinely. -~ ,
. “OUR ATTENTION to the ...
state highwdy was limited before
because of our duties on the sec-
ondary roads, which is our main
responsibility,” said Budd. -“This
grant has brought about extra
monies for patrol of U.S. 31 per

S Officials for.the U.S. 31 S-A.V.E.
project said Monday the results
from the first three months of the
prdject .were both “expected" and
“shwkxng D’

e s s

/

+ o ——

But most of all, they said, the
stepped-up efforts to patrol the
rcadway’s  85-mile

kegon counties seems- to be
working. . - -

LT. RICRARD. Housenga. com-
mander of the Michigan State Po< .
lice’s Grand Haven post, said he’s.
been pleased with the program. . ¢

“The effort, I think, is excellent.
For results, I think it’s too early to
tell,” he said, adding he’s hopeful :
the results will be just as encour- _
aging as those found on 20 miles of *
selected enforcement on M-45.

segment .
through Allegan, Ottawa and Mus-

In 1989, for-the first time in 10
years, there were no fatal car ac-
cidents on M-45 within Ottawa
County, due in part, officials have -
said, to a stepped-up enforcement.
effort between the State Police
and the. Ottawa County Sheriff’s

Department. .

HOUSENGA 1 ACKNOWL»
EDGED that fatilities are not as
large a problem on U.S. 31 as they
have been on M-45, but he’s look-
ing for good results with the U.S.
31 SA.V.E. program in terms of
" speeding and - seat-belt
enforcement. - - :

The Grand Haven Police De-
partment wrote up 132 traffic vio-
lations through Dec. 31 as part of
the. US. 31 program, said Lt
Gregg VanLente, patrol coordina-
tor for the department. The cita-
tions included 31 speeding tickets.

-In total, 2,110 traffic citations
~ were issued by officers from seven _
“law enforcement agencies.-along
U.S. 31 from October through De-
cember 1989.. Among those were
1,264 speeding tickets, including
253 issued to drivers using radar
detectors. In addition, a total of
585 verbal warnings were made

. during the three-mouth period.
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U.S. 31 enforcement up

HOLLAND .

vy

Bylmm - '\ 1
Drivers beware. Not even your
radar detectors will save you from
speeding ticketson US.31. -~
Just ask the woman who was

day afternoon. Hers was justoneof |
the 2,110 traffic citations that have— o
“been issued since the U.S 31 SAVE [REst)

- ials for the US. 31 SAVE

the number of violations that we
have, it's—shocking to realize the
problem that we do have.” = ‘
bers to back him up, Koops esti-" gjgns were posted Friday along U.S. 31.

PRESS PHOTO/MARK COPIER

the stretch of highway this U.S. 31 from October through De- the three-month period. -
year than during the same period cember 1983. Among those were  To aid the public’s awareness of

last year. © 1,264 speeding tickets, including the 12-month, $175,000 project, of-
In total, 2,110 traffic citations 253 issued to drivers using radar ficials have installedpsix]ecsti’gns

were issued by officers from seven - detectors. In addition, a total of 565 | - ’ . g = as
law enforcement agencies along verbal ings were made during | along U.S. 31 reminding drivers
Fment agencies, Sng &S Quring . \pat “Safety’s #1 on 31.” Koops
stressed that the object of the pro-
. ject is not to write tickets, but to
reduce accidents and save lives.
- “If we can save just one life or
reduce someone’s suffering by any
I think it would be a total
success,” he said. In Holland, offi-
cers have issued a total of 712 cita-
tions, including 297 speeding tick-
ets.: B
Lt. William Smith, commander
of the Saugatuck post of the Michi-
gan State Police, said the program



" pately, it will be a little while before
weknawifwe'vemdemofw

- 45, but he’s

: Formsults,ltlunktt’stooeaﬂyto»

the resuls il be o a3 enoourag:
e as
asﬂxosefounf‘lu?nzo miles of
ected enforcement on M-45.
In 1989, for the first time in 10
yun,themwerenofatalcnrm-

dents on M-S within Ottawa

' stepped-up enforcement
effort between the State Police and
- the Ottawa County Sheriff's De-

~ Housenga aclmowledged‘thit fa-

talities are not as large a problem
on US. 31 asth havebeenonM-
-for good re-

sults with the U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. pro-
gram in terms of speeding and seat

belt enforcement.

The Grand Haven Police Depart-
ment wrote up 132 traffic violations
throughDec.3laspartoftheU.S
31 program; said Lt. Gregg Van-
Lente, patrol coordinator for the
department. The citations included
31 speeding tickets. -

“] think ts going real well. Our

" officers are working 10 hours a

week (as part of the grant),” Van-
Lente said.

Other agencies involved with the
progectindudetheshenffsdepan
ments from Ottawa, Allegan and
Muskegon counties. Koops said Ot-

. tawa deputies have issued 453 cita-

tions since October, including 281
speeding tickets.
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’Law enforcement offrcuals
pralse us. 31 venture

, Law enforcement agencm of the “U S. 3LS_A_y,E, project
today announced successful results for the first three months of the
-cooperative enforcement along U.S.31.

Seven area agencies report that a total of 2,110 trafﬁc citations
‘have been issued from Oct. 1, 1989 through Dec. 31, 1989. Of
thosecitations, 1,264 were speedmg violations, 255 for other haz-
ardous violations and 537 other non-hazardous violations. Records
indicated that 174 of the speeders who were stopped were using
radar detectors at the time of the ticket, 253 motorists stopped for
speeding were cited for seatbelt violations. To date, the project has
netted 30-arrests and of those, three were felony arrests for various
offenses-and six arrests were for operating a vehicle wmle intoxi--

During thé initial three-monith period, agencies mvolved with
the project travelled over 21,000 miles along U.S. 31 and logged
over 1,300 man hours. The two-year project focuses en encourag-
-ing safer travel through strict enforcement policies along U.S. 31 in
Ottawa, Muskegon.and Allegan counties. Data on accidents and
speed counts are not available yet, according to reports.

Agencies involved in the U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. include the 5th and
6th District of the Michigan State Police, Allegan, Ottawa and
Muskegon County sheriff’s departments and the Holland and
Grand Haven police departments. The program is funded in part by
the Office of I-hghway Safety Plannmg and the U.s. Depanmem of
Tmnspottauon. ’ i
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Crime i is
on increase
in Ottawa

Chromcae News Service .

. GRAND HAVEN - Crinnnal

arrests rose slightly in Ottawa
County last year. following a 4.33
percent jump in calls for service,

' accordmg to the sheriff depart- ‘

ment's annual report.

Sheriff Robert Dykstra saxd
- while t rtment did not see a
dramatic increase in many serious
crimes. like murder and aggravat-
ed assault, ‘deputi®s are busier

——

|

than ever. trying to handle the

growxngxcomplamt load.

IN 1989, complamts rose 4.33
percent, from 31,012 in 1988 to

- 32.356. Criminal arrests increased

from 2.957 in 1988 to 3,075 in 1989,
representing a 3.99 percent jump..

The department reported one )

murder arrest, 29 arrests on crim-

- inal sexual conduct. 10 robbery ar- -

rests and 46 arrests for aggravat-
ed assqult ih 1989. -

The department experienced an_

increase in murder complaints —
from none in 1988 to two in 1989
= and in sexual penetration com-
 plaints. a jump from §2 in 1988 to
_‘67 n 1989.

But some crimes decreased in

‘number: Aggravated assault com-
plaints. for instance, fell from 115

-in 1988 to 64 last year, and bur-
glaries decreased from 567 in 1988
to 460 in 1989.

“1 SUSPECT with the number of
complaints increasing. the arrests
will continue to increase,” Dykstra
said. “The county is growing so
rapidly in terms of population. So
with that comes additional com-
plaints and calls for service.”
~ Among the busiest areas for
‘complaints. Dykstra
around Westshore Mall at James
Street and U.S. 31 area. He specu-
lated that area alone accounts for

the large increase ip larcenies

from cars. burglaries. disorderly

conduct. and check vxolanons last
vear

said, is -

. federal

For instance, sxmple Iarcemes
rose from 770 in 1988 to 814 in
1989. Complaints of grand larce-
nies increased from 844 in 1988 to
1,048 in 1989. And check violations
more than doubled, from 100 in
1988 to 214 last year.

“l COULD put a deputy out
there all day long and he would al-
ways be busy,” Dykstra said.

Meanwhile, criminal sexual con-
duct complaints-are still on the
rise, a trend Dykstra said has been
continuing for: several years.

In 1989, the department handled

" §7 sexual penetration complamt;;

and 37 sexual contact cases.

Those figures represented in-
creases from 1988, when the de-
partment received 52 complaints
of sexual penetration and 28 sexu-
al contact complaints, -~ .

Dykstra credited the state and
grants increasing patrol
along M-45 and U.S.31 for the rise
in tyaffic arrests last year.

- The SAVE U.S. 31 program went
into effect it tatter part of the
year, but the beefed-up patrol on
M-45 — one of the most dangerous
stretches in Ottawa County —

 started last January.

DYKSTRA SAID 'that effort

'may in part account for the rise in

speeding arrests throughout the
county last year, 4.831, up from
3,443 in 1988. Seat belt arrests cat-
apulted from 410 in 1983 to 1,196
.last year. '

Overall, the department report-

_ ed a 31.2 percent increase in traf-

fic drrests, a jump from 9,508 in
1988 to 12,489 last year:

. The number of fatal accidents
dropped by one — from 25 in 1988
to 24 in 1989. In total, 28 people
died on Ottawa County roads last

, year. compared to 29 in 1988.

. Alcohol was involved in 317 of
the traffic accidents last year,

. down from 331 in 1988.

Of the alcohol-related accidents,
drinking was a factor in eight fa-

- talities, up from six in 1988.

' Dykstra doesn’t - expect the

. growing number of criminal com-

plaints to decrease, in light of the
burgeoning county population.

"HE PLANS to push the county to
hire more-deputies and an addi-

-tional investigator next year, if the
. current hiring freeze ends.
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Ottawa County -
crlme up n 1989

" HOLLAND"

By Melissa Birks
‘The Grand Rapids Press.

Cnnnml.arrestsroseshghﬂym
Ottawa County last year, following
a 4.3 percent jump in calls for ser-
mmrdmgu;lotheshenﬂde-

s annual report. —

Sheriff Robert Dykstra said
‘while the department did not see a
dramatic increase in many serious
_crimes, like murder and aggravat-
‘ed assauit, deputies are busier than

evertrymgwhandlemeymng~

load.

In 1989, complam rose 433
percent. from 31,012 in 1988 to
32,356.Cmmnalarrutsmcreased
- from 2,957 in 1988 to 3,075 in 1989,

The department reported one
murder arrest, 29 arrests on crimi-
nal sexual conduct (CSC), 10 rob-
bery arrests and 46 arrests for ag-

The departm o exper enced

e ent experi an
increase in murder complnmts-—
from'none in 1988 to two in 1989 —
“and- i sexuat—penetration-
phms,"ajumpfrnmszmmssm
67 in-1989.

.But some- crlmee decreased in
number, assauit com-
plamts,formstance,fellﬁ'om 115
in 1988'to 64 last year, and burglar-

a 3.99 percent jump. ..

xesdecreasedfrom567m1988to- :

460 in 1989.

* “] suspect with the number of
complaints increasing; the arrests
will continue to increase,” Dykstra
said. ‘The  county xs growxng SO’

1988. Seat belt arrests catapulted
from 410 in 1988 to 1,196 last year. '

Overall, the department reported
-a31.2pementmcmasemtrafﬁc ar- -
rests, a jump from 9,508 in 1988 to
12,489 last year.

.The. number of fatal accxdents
dmp by one — from 25 in 1988
to 24 in 1989. In total, 28 people
died on Ottawa County roads last

wdly in terms of populanom So

with that comes addmonal com-

, ., plamts and calls for service.”

Among the busiest areas for

. complaints, Dykstra said, is around

Westshore Mall at James Street
and U.S. 31 area. He speculated

that area alone accounts-for the..

large increase in larcenies from
cars, burglaries, disorderly con-
-duct, ..and ‘check violations last

'For instance, simple larcenies
‘rose from 770 in 1988 to 814 in

. 1989. Complaints of- grand larce-

nies increased from 844 in 1988 to
1,048 in 1989. Andcheckvxolanons
more than' doubled, from 100 in
1988 to 214 last year.

. “Icould
said.

busy,” Dykstra
still on the rise, a trend Dykstra

'said has been contmumg forsever :

years.
In 1989, the department handled»
67 sexual penetration complaints,.

al

and 37 sexual contact cases. °
Those fi represented in-

creases. from 1988, when the de-
10T~ Com=-- pamnentrecewedszcomplmntsof

sexual penetration and 28 sexual
contact complaints.

adeputyeutthereall'
‘day long and he would always be

Meanwhile, CSC complamts are.

Dykstra credited the state and -

federal

grants increasing patrol -

along M-45 and U.S.31 for the rise

" in traffic arrests last year.

“into effect in the latter part of the
year, but the beefed-up patrol on
‘M-45 — one of the most dangerous
stretches~ in Ottawa County — °
startedlast.lanuaxy
Dylmn-awdﬂnteﬂoﬁmaym
part account for the rise in speed-
ing arrests throughout the county-
lastyeer..4,831,upﬁom3443m ,

year, compared to 29 in 1988.
.Alcohol was involved in 317 of
the traffic accidents last.year down
from 331 in 1988. .
Of the alcohol-related accidents,
dnnkmgwas afactor in eight fatali-
uee',yupﬁ'ogxsxxmlsss.th .
kstra oesn’t expect the grow-
ing number of criminal complaints

todecrease,mhghtoftheburgeon

The SAVE U.S. 31 rogmmwent'

 ing county

ion.

He plans to push the county to
hire more deputies and an addi-
tional investigator next year, if the
current hiring freeze ends.

“I don’t know what 1991 is going,
to blnl;ag,e” heth said,

« in there next year asking
for more staff. . . . The only answer
13 more manpower."
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Police hope citations

make U. S. 31 “safer

Poﬁceopmdtheyearcontinu
uing to- teach motorists on U.S.
31 to drive safer thehardway
with citations.

In January alone, 768 cxtaho- '
: were-issuedto-dﬁvesaspartof

MU%VSMM&QSW&
line® ehicle Enforcement,
said coordinator Lt. Blaine
- Koops of the Holland Police De-
partmeut.Anothermmoﬁomtr

were given verbal warnings. ,

" Between Oct. 1 and Dec, 31,2,

‘llcmﬁmwmlqanqwme

in the one-year project funded
by the federal government and
local agencies to make an 85-
mile stretch of highway between
Allegan and Muckegon countia

Six signs posted along the
roadway warn drivers that traf-
fic laws are heavily. enforced.
Koops said the road handles
more traffic than it was de-
- signed for and the slower speeds
oidnversshouldmakextsafa- -

- No fatal-accxdent statxstm
were available yet to US. 31,
Of the 768 citations. issued in
.January on U.S. 31, 431 were for
speeding and 95 were for violat-
ing passenger ratramt laws
Koops said.
. . The agencies involved are Hol-
land and Grand Haven police
departments; Allegan, Ottawa
and Muskegon sheriff’'s depart-
ments; and Mlchlgan an State Po-
lice posm in Saugatuck and,
Grand Haven. e
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- City police pitch in for S.A.V.E. project:
7. The Grand Haven Police Department continues its strict
enforcement policy along U.S. 31, handing out 87 hazardous
" citations, 57 speeding nolauons and 28 seatbelt violations durmg a
- fivemonth period. -
- Police reported that overall, the seven agencies participating in
. the U.S. 31 S.A.V.E. program have issued over 4,400 citations since
October 1, 1989. Agencies involved have cooperatively logged over
3,131 hours and traveled close tg40,000 xmles along the 85 mﬂes of
chepm)ectm
.~ Agencies involved i m the U.S. 31 S A. V.E pm]ect mclude the
. fifth and sixth districts of the Michigan State Police, Allegan and
Ottawa county sheriff”s departments and Holland and Grand Haven
_City police departments.
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~State police post

enforces its way
to safety award

‘SAUGATUCK

" Blon Brandt'3
The nd Rapids-Ples

MAY 2 19 /s

Thanks to the success of the U.S. 31 Shoreline Area
Vehicle Enforcement (SAVE) program, the Saugatuck .
team of the Michigan State Police has been honored
for promoting the use of seat beits and child restraints.

The Michigan Coalition for Safety Beit Use recently
named the post, commanded by Lt. William Smith, as
one of 25 recipients of its annual Safety Beit and Child
Restraint Leadership Award. The winners were select-
ed from a field of 250 entrants, according to Connie
Soma, executive director for the coalition.

The award was presented at a Lansing ceremony
last week by Secretary of State Richard Austin and Dr.
Robert Burton, coalition chairperson.

CONTINUED FROM PAG

“This is an honor for Lt%:m
Smith and all the officers who have
dedicated themseives to reducing
' traffic fatalities,” Austin said in
press release announcing the
award.

“Safety beits and child safety
seats are proven lifesavers. Any
time a community becomes in-
voived in such an intensive effort,
there are measurable reductions in
crash deaths and injuries. We ap-
plaud this excellent example of
community service.”

During 1989, Smith said the post
issued 475 tickets for seat belt use
violations and made another 350

verbal warnings.
In addition, the post also cited six

-see AWARD, pagef 7

child restraint violations, he said.
Many of the citations came as a re-
suit of the U.S. 31 SAVE program,
which Smith called the post’s
“highlight of 1989 safety restraint
effort.”

“] guess it's a real honor,” said
Smith, whose post was also hon-
ored with a special Legislative res-
olution co-sponsored by Rep. Paul
Hillegonds and Sen. Edgar Fre-
dricks. “We were the smallest loca-
tion to be selected (for the award).
It's a real honor and statement to
my staff.” )

The Saugatuck post is one of sev-
en law enforcement agencies in-
volved in the U.S. 31 SAVE project,
which is a coordinated traffic en-
forcement programs focussed .on
an 85-mile stretch of U.S. 31 in Al-
legan, Ottawa and Muskegon
counties.

/
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THE SAUGATUCK TEAM of the Michigan
“State-Police was honored for its community traffic
safety program. The team also received a special

tribute from legislators State Senator Ed-

Fredricks (R-23rd . District) and State Rep-
resentative Paul Hllleqonds (R-54th District).

 Pictured above (I to r) dre Dr. Robert D. Burton,

chairperson of the Michigan Coalition for Safety .
Belt Use; Secretary of State Richard H. Austin;
race car driver Lyn St. James; Saugatuck Team,
Lt. William Smith, Trooper David Jeffers and Ma;or

) Mlchael Robmson

Saugatuck state polzce team
‘earns first safety belt award

The Sangamck team of thc
Michigan Department of State
_Police, under the command of
-~ William W. Smith, is one of 25
Michigan winners -of the Safety
Belt and Child Restraint Leadership
Award, presented April 25 by
Secretary of State' Richard H.
Austin and Dr. Robert D. Burton,
chairperson of the Michigan
-Coalition for Safety Belt Use.
. This is the first year the
Saugatuck team received an award
for its community traffic safety

programs, according to Austin. The
staff promoted use of safety
restraints through public service
announcements prior to holidays.
An important component was the
"SAVYE" program, a seven-agency
coordinated traffic enforcement

- effort on an 85 mile section of US
Ottaw_a and:

31 in. Allegan,
Counties.
'It (the award) was not anti-
cipated,” Smith said. "We are
pleased with this
Officers issued 475 safety belt and
six child restraint citations in 1989.

. fatalities,”

"This is an honor for Smith and
all of the officers who have dedi-
cated themselves to reducing traffic
said Austin, "Safety
belts and child safety seats are
proven lifesavers. Any time a
community becomes involved in
such an intensive effort, there are
measurable reductions in crash
deaths and injuries. We applaud this
excellent example of community
service,” :

The Saugatuck team was selected
by the coalition from among 250
entrants. -
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Oﬂicials
call SAVE

a SUCCESS
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By Jon Brandt
The Grand Rapids Press

Michigan State Police Lt. William Smith used to
backupmfﬁcwhenhedmvefromhupoatocnnd
Haven on U.S. 31. But not anymore. !

Smith, the commander of the state police’s Sauga-
tuck post, said when he used to drive on the hi

Vehicle Enfomment (SAVE) program. Smith is hap-
to repoct he does not create bottlenecks on the

anymore.
"Mmdsanrydmmgethnthceﬂomwe

maidng are definitety paying dividends,” Smith
mmﬁmmm&mendmu&”
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that patrol the 85-mile stretch of U.S. 31 in
.Ottawa and Muskegon counties. The two-
which has increased law enforcement
roadway, is aimed at decreasing

and increasing seat beit usage.
otﬂcxalsmaningthcpro;ec:“veryeﬂec-

*_ "feel the statistics are very impressin, Smxthsud.
«~;"!monlyﬁmewﬁlteﬂxf$phaveagf

ieggi
gg%%

“wxinknt‘sbeeuvuyetfm said Ottawa County
Sheriff’s Lt. Larry Beld. “We've had a lot
comments about our presence on the road.”
the first six months of the project, officials report
_ that a total of 5,674 traffic arrests, including 3,320
i Mngﬁdteﬂ,hmbeenmedalongtham&dway
: the speeders, 435 were using radar detectors.
In addition, officers have issued 318 citations and
mmfmﬁﬂmmmrseubem
“1 think it’s probably gone better thin we expected
. inthe beginning,” Smith said. *‘Because of the tremen-
- dous growth around here and the cry to do more with
less, wcdidn‘tlmowhow it would work.”

“The program has had an excellent six-month re-
kaw&ommmndpomt. saidL:.BlumKoopsotthe
@ Holhnadm?:l:‘;sbmem “Qverall in the city, acci
ﬁ. dents

Koops accidents along U.S. 31 within the
limits from Nov. 1 thmughg 30 were downdg
:‘.p«eemmthesampenodmcymbelom.i‘unheﬁ
-=more;-personal injury accident have decreased by 56

e
mmmcims
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other study done last Feb. 7

TRAFFIC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

percent, from 16 to seven, he said.
Project-wide accident statistics are
not yet available from the state.
“This is just a snapshot of the
project,” Koops said. *(But) it gives
us an indication that the resources
that have been expended have defi-

nitely been worthwhile.

“The community is responding
to the problem on 31.”

Another example of what the
project has accomplished so far,
Koops said, are the resuits of a
speed study done along the road-
way in the city.

Koops said speeds on the road’s
55 mph zone averaged 62 mphina
study done March 10, 1989, but an-

showed that average speeds were
down to 57 mph — a decrease of 5
mph. Speed comparisons for the
entire route are not yet available.
“We're extremely pleased. to
date,” Smith said. “The total coop-
erative spmt between the seven
agencies has just been terrific. And
the public response is that they are
aware of the probiem. ) :

[ =W
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U.S. 31 campaign puts
brakes on speeders

By ADAM BLUST
Chronicle staft writer
with wira servics reports

Capt. Orville Budd of the Muskegon
County Sheriff’s Department said a crack-
down on'Speders on US. 31 is meant to
change drivers’ habits over the long term,
not just stmg them for ticket fees. .

.“We're not looking for tickets,” Budd

said. “We're looking for compliance.”
‘And it appears to be working.

LAW -ENFORCEMENT officials in~
‘Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan counties
have been heavily promoting the US. 31
Shoreline Area Vehicle Enforcement pro-
gram on signs and in local media so driv-
ers can have a chance to pohce them-
selva, Budd said.

'l'he U.S. 31 SAVE project is a coopera-

.

tive e!fort formed last” October among

seven law enforcement agencies that pa-

" _trol the 85-mile stretch of U.S. 31 in Mus-
kegon, Ottawa and Allegan counties. The

two-year project, funded by federal grant
money that allows increased law enforce-
ment patrols on the roadway, is aimed at
decreasing speeding and accxdents and in-
creasing seatbeit use. i

So far, ofﬁcxalsarecalhngthe ject
veryeffective. pro '

“ FEEL the statistics are very im-
pressing,” said Michigan State Police Lt.
William Smith of the Saugatuck post. “I
guesoniytimewmunxfwehavealast-
ing effect, but amazingly, people are be-
ginning to follow the rules on their own.”

Other officials echo Smith’s sentiments:

“We're real pleased with the results

~

) )
m*w:._-r:

*#-“I'm a firm believer that if we see

that we’ve gotten,” Budd said.

IN THE first six months of the proj
officials report a total of 5,674 traffic
rests, including 3,320 speedmg tick
have been issued along the road
Among the speeders, 435 were using ra
detectors .

-In addmon, officers rxave 1ssued 818
tattpns and 896 warnings for failure
. wear seatbelts.

ple without seat belts and write citati
to all of them, that will save lives,”
Michigan State Police Lt Ri
Housenga of the Grand Haven post.

“THE PROGRAM has had an exce!l

said Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland F
lice Department. “QOverall in the city, 4

cidents are way down.”

~ April 30 were down 18 percent over the
. same period the year before. Further-
-more, personal injury accideats have de-

creasedbysspercent.from lstoseven,
he said.

Project-wide accident statistics are not

yet available from the state.

“WERE : EXTREMELY pleased to
date,” Smith said. “The total cooperatxve

spirit between the seven agencies has just -

been terrific. And the public response is
that they are aware of the problem and

they are making an attempt to change the
" situation.”. .

But Housenga said tounst trafﬂc on

U.S. 31 is more difficult to affect because

seasotxal. drivers don't see the day-to-day

. - .. ' changes on the road. Housenga also said
- Koops said accidents along U. s. 31 mth-‘
..in"the. city limits_from Nov. 1 through

regular patrols will have to continue after
the special project is over if officials want
to see long-term effects._

. “If after two years we were just to pull
out, (drivers) would revert back to their
old ways,” Housenga said. “You need that
tontinuing enforcement.” :

OTTAWA COUNTY Lt. Larry Beld smd
1txsunhkelythattheflowo£ticketswm
subside anytime soon. o

“It has exceeded our expecta‘ tions in
writing tickets, unfortunately,”™ Beld said.
“That means that there are a lot of viola-'

tors and that will probably go up with the

summer months.’

.“It's not that we are out there to wnte
tickets and pick on out-of-state drivers,

but I would expect that tickets will proba-
bly mcrease. ?
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U.S. 31 SAVE project
shows real results

Here’s another law-enforcement program that is showmg
positive results — the crackdown on speeders along the busy
U.S. 31 corridor between Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan
counties. ,

Since the U.S. 31 SAVE project began last October,
accidents have declined 18 percent from the same period the
year before, and the number of personal i injury accxdents has
droped from 16 to 7, or 56 percent.

To get that kind of results, officers had to write 3,320
speeding tickets, plus numerous warnings to stick to the speed
limit (yes, it is 55 mph) and to wear seat belts.

The program’s life is two years, and we’re encouraged to
hear that even after that, the enforcement will continue.
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Operati‘on SAVE
slows speeders

By Carlye Hauptman
Tribune writer

In the past six months drivers on
U.S. 31 through Muskegon, Ottawa
and Allegan counties have slowed
down and people using the highway

know they will most likely see a
police car anytime they use the high- -

way.
Since the initiation of Seven
Area Vehicle Enforcement (SAVE)
task force a little more than six
months ago, police patrolling U.S.
31 through the three counties have
seen changes in the driving habits.
“Prior to the pick-up of tourist

traffic on U.S. 31, the troopers out -

there have seen the drivers slowing
down and driving differently. Those
ple who use’ the highway on a

daily basis know the strict enforce-

ment is out there... strict enforce-
ment works, M-45 proved that first,”
said Lt. Richard Housenga.

SAVE is-a traffic enforcement
program consisting of the cooper-
ative efforts of seven police agen-
cies along an 85-mile stretch of
U.S.31 through Muskegon, Ottawa
and Allegan counties.

“I am a firm believer that this
really works. The high visibility of
the program helps to get the: word
outthere,” Housengasaid. -

“The traffic enforcement program
is funded through state grants pro-
vided by the Office of Highway
Safety and Planning. A total of
$90,000 in grant monies were
extended for one year for the pro-
gram which is used to pay officers
for overtime to have the additional
patrols on the highway, according to
SAVE Chairman, Lt. William Smith
out of the Saugatuck Team.

“We are very pleased with the
six-month results we are seeing
now. There are positive effects in
speed reduction. On the average the

are five mph under what they
use to be on U.S. 31,” Smith noted.

According to statistics gathered
by the SAVE committee a total of
725 hours of overtime in man hours
were expended, added to the 3,258
regular hours of patrol on the high-
.way resulting in 5,674 traffic
arrests.

A breakdown of the traffic

‘arrests includes, 3,320 tickets for
speed violations, capped with 818
seatbelt violations. A total of 61
-people were arrested in for criminal
charges, 18 fugitives were caught,
884 investigations resulted and 320
cars were assisted by police, accord-
ing to Smith.

Of the 3,320 traffic tickets
issued, 435 drivers were using radar
"detectors, and police answered 294
‘complaint investigations.

Police also issued 896 verbal
warnings for seatbelt violations.

“The clear message is that we are
having an impact. People are com-
piling with the speed -limits more
and the spirit of cooperation we have
felt by the agencies is terrific,”
Sm_irtg said.

_1he current grant monies pro-
vided for SAVE by the state is g%rod
through September and is renewable
for one year, Smith said.

Although it would be helpful for
SAVE to study the number of acci-
dent on U.S. 31 during the past six
month time period on the 85-mile
stretch Smith said those types of sta-
tistics won'’t be available for about a
year.

“Everyone involved is optimistic
about the program,” Smith added.
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u.s.31
speed
control
gets fast
results

By John Agar
Sentinel staif writer

Stricter enforcement of traf-
fic laws on U.S. 31 in the area
has convinced most motorists
to slow down, and those who
haven’t gotten the message
about speeding are being
caught at a fast clip, police

“When [ drove from Holland
to Grand Haven in a marked
patrol car, I generally would
create a bottleneck,” said Lt.
William Smith of the Michigan
State Police in Saugatuck.
“Now, no one is pushing me,
there are no traffic tie-ups,

. whether I'm in a marked or
plain car. We're starting to
get voluntary compliance.”

Area police teamed up for
the US. 31 SAVE program
that began Iast. October in an
effort to slow down traffic and

ent accidents in an 8-

mile stretch of the highway

Allegan, Ottawa and
Muskegon counties.

Officers from the state and
local departments have logged
3,258 hours and 724
hours of overtime patroling
the highway. They have issued
5,674 citations — 3,320 for
speeding.

The program has been effec-
tive enough in Holland to get
8 percent of the drivers to
reduce their speed by an aver-
age of 8 mph from Oct. 1, 1989,
through the end of April, com-

the same time period

t year, Holland Police Lt.

BIain;:h Koops saigp?eigs mhc;m-

ing. The averge ve

dropped to the posted speed on

the highway in the city, 50 and
35

mph.

He called the drop in s
“significant.” peed

With the lower speeds, the
accident rate in the city has
dropped by 18 percent, from 92
crashes in Oct. 1, 1988 to May
30, 1989, to 75 in the same
period this year.

But Koops cautioned that
the busy season for accidents
is ap(gnroaching, with tourists
crowding the roads and every-
one inclined to drive faster in
the warm and drier weather.

County and state figures
were unavailable for the acci-
glgnt rate on other parts of the

y.

U.S. 31 wasn’t designed to
handle the heavy flow of traf-
fic near Holland that in-
creased 25 percent from 1983

to 1987 and is still on the rise,

Koops remarked.
‘ ‘“&fﬁc is increasing dra-
- matically between Grand Ha-

ven and Holland,” he said.
Holland police cover about
five miles of the highway that
pass through the city. Sheriff’s
ents, state police and

-municipal police patrol the

rest of the highway covered by
‘the enforcement program.

U.S. 31 SAVE also is getting
more bgllotorists to wear tlt}eir
seat belts, according to a Uni-
versity of Michigan study that
found 60 percent of drivers on
the highway are buckling up,
Koops said.

“ goal is 70 cent,
which may be attainable,” he
said.

The statewide average for
seat-belt use is slightly under

30 percent.
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Officers to offer holiday tips

GRAND HAVEN TOWNSHIP — Officers from the seven area
police agencies involved in the U.S. 31 SAVE traffic enforcement
program will be on hand at the rest area north of M-45.until 8 p.m.
today to provide information and driving tips for holiday travelers.

SAVE consists of officers from Ottawa County Sheriff’s,
Michigan State Police, Holland Police, Muskegon County Sheriff’s
and Allegan County Sheriff’s departments.

The patrol officers cover 85 miles of U.S. 31 through Allegan,
Ottawa and Muskegon counties.

The traffic enforcement program has been in operation for about

six months and is funded in part by a grant from the state office of
highway safety.
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;Patrols have
aided safety
of U.S, 31,

'~po]i’«uz'é think

¥ "GRAND HAVEN TWP.

4y 2

a: -
. giJouBtandt 2
| 2 . [} '34
- Tounngthesuccﬁofmezr .S.
31 Shor;h‘;ne AreaVehicle infome-
ment (SAVE) program, law en-
. forcement officials from Ottawa,
Allegan and Muskegon counties’
Fﬁdaypmm b‘ded :1 x;rpite for travel- |
-ers on the busy highway. !

Officials from the seven partici- |
_pating police agencies provided
- motorists with coffee, cold drinks,

. cake and other treats, as well asin-
formation about the project, at the
- state rest stop on U.S. 31, north of
. the intersection of M-45.

“This was something to attract
the motoring public to stop by and
take advantage,” said Lt William
Smith of the state police post in

.Sa “My feeling is that if we
can“m in front of the public,
- this will heip and save some lives.”
. - The two-year project, which be-
: last October and is funded by
I umandfedemlbyhxnds,jsbe-
-ing a success by organizers,
who say the extra patrols have re-
- duced speeds and accidents and in-
-'creased the use of seatbeits along
vthe 85-mile stretch of highway.
<~ “It's i better than it
~was,” Smith sai
+ Maggie Easterbrook, of the state
-+:Office of Highway Safety and Plan-
rning, said-funding for the project.
~will run out at the end of the 1990-
. 91 fiscal year, but added she hopes
local governments will continue to |-
fund it. State funding for a similar
. project on M43 from Allendaie to
' the Ottawa/Kent county line is to
| end this September. .
“The concept that the federal
and state government has is that
they provide the seed money so we
- can identify and address a problem
- with the hope that the local govern-
..ent will pick it up,” Easterbrook

4 Ottawa County Sheriff Lt. Larry
¢Beld said he hopes the Ottawa
‘County Board of Commissioners
will approve funding to maintain
the M-45 project once state funding
runs out. He said the project has
“proven itself.” :
“I think it's proven that yes, in-
creased patrols do work,” Beid
z-said. “It's a proven concept. We
: ‘;I-ex'?.wwhatthe results are going to .

Since the inception of the M-45
project in October 1988, no fatali-
- tiae haue heen renorted aon the
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Police promote
safety while
handing out

refreshments

By John Agar
Sonllnol staff writer .

‘Drivers along U.S. 31 expect
to see police officers ha
aut tickets to s ers on the
heavily enforced highway.

But on Friday afternoon, area
police officers were handing out
snacks, coffee and orange drink,
at least to those who stopped at
the rest stop just north of M-45.

As part of the U.S. 31 SAVE
program, officers from the
seven police, agencies involved
distributed along with the treats
pamphlets on driving safety,
seat-belt and child-restraint use
s:nid the hazards of drinking and

ving.

. Lt. William Smith said the six-
hour “traffic safety break”
would help promote safety on
the 85-mile stretch of highway
that runs through Ottawa, Alle-
gan and Muskegon counties, and
remind drivers that everyone
shares in the responsibility of
keegindg the roadways safe.

Food items were donated by
Family 'Fare and Burger King.
Canteen 800, a volunteer organi-
zation that aids police and fire-
fighters during emergencies,
disasters and long-term fires by
offering food, drink and sup-
plies, also helped at the rest

st(w.

. With the targeted enforce-
ment on the road, police are
noting slower speeds, more

compliance with seat-belt laws,
and Faurar annidante The hattle.

Ottawa VCouan Road Commission employ-
sh- (left) and Fred Cherrette

‘vehicles involved in speeding

ees Bob Wel

necks on the highway that used
to be created when a patrol car
drove through the area are
gone, Smith said, because the
road now doesn’t have speeders
who suddenly have to slow
down.

Since Oct. 23, when the heavy
patrols began, 6,842 traffic ar-
rests have been made and 71
people arrested on various
criminal charges. Twenty-two
people were arrested on fugitive
warrants.

Police also gave 2,183 warn-
ings for various traffic offenses,
and 1,033 tickets and 520 warn:
ings for violating passenger-re-
ctraint laws. Of the 4.050

g::tions, 546 had radar detec-

Seat-belt use of surveyed
areas on the road is 60 percent,
compared with a statewide av-
erage of 49 percent, Smith said.

“It's apparent that the statis-
tics generated during the first
eight months of the U.S. SAVE
groiiect are very impressive,”

mith said.

“It’s reassuring to note that
the motoring public is taking
note of the effort and is volun-
tarily complying with the traffic
laws through the targeted
zone.”

In Holland. accidents are

. I LR ARG
Sentinel phote by Dave Odette

place a new selective-enforcement zone sign
along U.S. 31 on Friday.

down 18 percent from Nov. 1
through April 30, compared with
last year. Personal-injury acci-
dents are down 56 percent dur-
ing the same time riods.
Figures were unavailable for
the rest of the county.

The police agencies involved
— sheriff’s departments in Alle-
gan, Ottawa and Muskegon
state police in Saugatuck an
Grand Haven, and city depart-
ments in Holland and Grand
Haven — will try to obtain a
second irant to fund the pro-
gram, which expires in October.
North Shores and Muskegon
Township police departments
will ioin the cooperative effort.
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Enforcement on M-45 continues

Although drivers along M-45
may not realize it Monday, a joint
effort between the Ottawa County
Sheriffs _ Department and the
Michigan State Police Grand Ha-
ven post to patrol the road will have
ended.

Although state and federal fund-

ing for the two-year project runs
out at midnight tonight, the signs
which have declared Lake Michi-
gan Drive a special enforcement
zone will remain up and. at least
one of the agencies will attempt to
maintain the stepped-up patrols.

Meanwhile, a second directed
enforcement project along U.S. 31
in Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon
counties will continue for a second

year, officials learned this week.

“We will be running an abbrevi-
patrol on M-45,” said
Lt. Larry Beid, director of the de-
s road patrol activities.
patrols will continue, but not
tothementtheydidinthep%
the resuits of the program, which
saw an increase in the number of
g and seat-restraint viola-

tion tickets written and a reduction

ated directed

“The
Beld said he has been happy

in accidents and fatalities.

From 1980 until the program be-

in Oct. 1988, 15 people were
illed on M-45 in Ottawa County.
no fatalities had been recorded un-

til double last
mo:th.m fatality

Final statistics on the M-45 pro-
ject won’t be available until next

Since the

month, Beld said.

“1 think the M-45 patrol project
was very successful in cutting
down accidents as well as fatali-
ties,” Beld said. “If Iwere able todo
it, I wouldn't aiter the program at

an.”

However, Beld said the officer
that has been dedicated to the M-45
patrol has been transferred to cov-
er policing activities at Grand Val-
ley State University, which has

-since

seen an increase in activity
the opening of school.
“Because of

ing in some patrols,” he said.

Meanwhile, officials for the U.S.
31 Shoreline Area Vehicular En-
forcement (SAVE) project said
they have recéived approval for
funding the second year of the pro-

consider-
- ations, we still have to address
Grand Valley, and that means puil-

ject. ‘
Lt. Blaine Koops of the Holland

" Police Department said the depart-

ment has been approved for a
$32,059 federal grant, which he
hopes to have approved by the Hol-
land City Council this month.

The county portion of the project
has been set for $48,231, with the
cost being split between a federal
grant and the townships along the

highway.

Koops said the project, which be-
gan last October, has been “ex-
tremely successful” in the city,
where personal injury accidents
have been reduced by 53 percent,
from 30 to 14, while injured per-
sons declined from 55 in 1989 to
just 18 in 1990.

Countywide, a University of
Michigan report has shown that
seat belt use along U.S. 31 is cur-
rently pegged at 78 percent compli-

© ance, one of the highest rates in the

state, Koops said.

“I'm extremely pleased,” he
said. “We knew we could hit our
objectives, but to reach our objec-
tives and also hit our ultimate goal
of reducing accidents and saving
lives is great. We are real proud
ttgiast”our citizens have taken to

The SAVE project, which covers
seven law enforcement agencies in
Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon
counties, registered more than
1,500 passenger restraint viola-
tions and nearly 6,500 speeding
tickets, 888 of which were issued to
drivers using radar detectors, sta-
tistics Koops and Beld said were
encouraging.

‘“The project is aimed at making
drivers aware of the existing condi-
tions and at speed reduction,” Beid
said. “We've had some very en-
courgging resuits with seat beit us-

age.

Beld said he hopes to see these
projects continue even after the
grants end because he sees them as
effective.
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City police assist U.S. 31 SAVE

Grand Haven city police worked 487 hours on the
U.S. 31 SAVE project and issued 465 traffic citations,
made 40 other additional arrests and responded to 50

complaints.

The city police will provide 10 hours weekly to
traffic enforcement on U.S. 31 between Robbins Road
and the Grand River. The officers assigned will be
watchful for speeding and other traffic violations.
Special emphasis will be placed on issuing citations
for violations of seat belt and child restraint laws,
according to the police department.

OCT-24-50

Officials say highway
program paying off

By ROGER MORGENSTERN
Chronicle staff writer

GRAND HAVEN - A coordi-
nated law enforcement program
along U.S. 31 in Ottawa, Muskegon
and Allegan counties seems to be
paying off, according to statistics
released Tuesday.

The U.S. 31 Shoreline Area Vehi-
cle Enforcement program kicked
off a year ago and has resuited in
more than 11,500 traffic offense
arrests, said Michigan State Police
Lt. William Smith, chairman of the
program. Within Grand Haven, lo-
cal police reported making more
than 500 arrests, including 465
traffic citations, Lt Gregg
VanLente said.

A total of 11,588 traffic arrests
were recorded, including 7,097 for
speeding violations and 1,719 for
violations of seat belt and child re-
straint laws. Smith, commander of
the state police’s Saugatuck Team,
said 879 verbal warnings were
given for safety restraint viela-
tions and 956 motorists stopped for
speeding were using radar detec-
tors at the time.

In addition, 131 people stopped
were arrested for various criminal
offenses and 30 were picked up on
outstanding warrants.

The totals also included 3.686
warnings.

Smith said patrol cars logged a

total of 5,623 regular patrol hours
and 2,251 overtime hours on the
85-mile stretch of roadway. Local-
ly, VanLente said officers worked
487 hours on the SAVE program,
and will continue to put 10 hours
weekly toward the program in its
second year.

Working in the city limits, be-
tween Robbins Road and the
Grand River “the officers assigned
will be especially watchful for
speeding and other traffic viola-
tions,” VanLente said, adding
there will be continued special em-
phasis on enforcement seat belt
and child restraint laws.

The two-year project’s goal is te
reduce vehicle accidents by 2 per-
cent by increasing the number of
citations for hazardous moving vi-
olations, speeding, and seat bel:
neglect by using air speed timing
and special traffic group patrol:
tajl%ng:’ the three-county stretch o:

S.3L

The program is funded in par
by the Office of Highway Safet:
Planning and the U.S. Departmen
of Transportation National High
way Traffic Safety Administra
tion. City police departments
Michigan State Police posts an
county sheriff’s departments have
also contributed extra patrol tim:
in effort, supported in part by lo
ral funding.
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More patrols credited. for drop in mishaps

By Mark Fellows
Tribune writer

A year of increased law enforce-
ment along 85 miles of U.S. 31 has
resulted in a drop in average speeds
and in the severity of traffic acci-
dents, according to authorities, not
much of a drop in accident numbers.

According to statistics for the
first pine months of the U.S. 31 Save
})rogram between Oct. 23, 1989 and

une, 1990, accident frequency was
down slightly with a more signifi-
cant drop in severity, according 0
program Chairman Lt. William
Smith of the Michigan State Pplice
in Saugatuck.

Smith reported average speeds
have been cut as a result of the multi-
agency effort through Allegan,
Otutawa and Muskegon counties, and

. seatbelt use increased.
“THE OVERALL goal, of

course, is to reduce accidents,”

-noted Grand Haven police Lt. Gregg

VanLente, but the number of acci-
dents on Beacon Boulevard actually
increased instead of decreased last
year.

Grand Haven police recorded
2135 property damage accidents and

55 injury accidents the year before
the program and 181 property dam- |

age and 49 injury accidents the last
ear. VanLente said bridge repairs °
in 1988 probably slowed traffic
enough to reduce accidents, and so
that year doesn’t provide a valid
comparison fo the first year of the
program.
The city police department is
happy to participate in the grant pro-

gram, VanLente said, but most of
the accidents on Beacon involve
rear-end collisions or accidents from
improper lane changes. He feels
there isn’t a lot city police can
usually do to enforce traffic on the
highway *just because of the con-

gestion during the daytime. It’s dif-’

ficult to enforce the speed
regulations andalotof the other vio-
lations.”

IF A SPEEDER, for example,

_can be identified by police and sin-

-gled out in the midst of heavy traffic,

t is often difficult for cruisers to

catch up with the vehicle because of

the congestion, the lieutenant
explained.

The government-funded pro-
gram this year operates with a

N

$106,333 budget. Police agencies
logged 2,251 overtime and 5,623
regular patrol hours on the highway
and made 11,586 traffic arrests and
131 criminal arrests, plus 3,686
warnings for traffic offenses.

Seat belt surveys at various loca-
tions indicated compliance rose
from 57.5 percent last October to
69.5 percent in July.

For the program’s second year,
the Allegan County Sher?ﬁ"
Department has declined to partici-
pate, but the Norton Shores and

Muskegon Township police depart-
ments have joined.

The program was started last
year with a goal of reducing traffic
accidents 2 percent by increasing the
number of citations issued along the
highway.
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SAVE betters traffic
safety on U.S. 31

Safety has improved along the 85-mile
stretch of U.S. 31 since the U.S. 31
Shoreline Area Vehicle Enforcement or
SAVE was instituted a year ago. )

U.S. 31 SAVE is a coordinated effort
among seven law enforcement agencies
in Allegan, Ottawa and Muskegon coun-
ties to reduce accidents along the high-
way by increasing patrols and issuing
more tickets,

According to a release with the slogan
Safety #1 on 31 prominantly displayed,
SAVE officials report 11,586 traffic ar-
rests, with 131 people arrested on vari-
ous criminal offenses and 30 fugitive ap-
prehensions.

A total of 675 cars were assisted,
2,759 were investigated and 3,686 wamn-
ings were issued for traffic offenses.
Slighty more than 7,000 speeding tick-
ets were issued and 1,719 tickets were
given for violation of passenger restraint
laws.

SAVE's goal is to reduce accidents by 2
percent. Comparing accident rates from

October 1988 to June 198K with October
1989 to June 1990 shows only a slight
decrease in accidents, however the sever-
ity of those crashes has diminished.
Speeds also have decreased on U.S. 31

-and.seat belt compliance has risen from

57.5 percent in October 1989 to 69.5
percent in July 1990.

The participating police agencies plan
to keep up the enforcement program this
fiscal year with money from the Office of
Highway Safetly Planning and U.S.
Department of Transportation's National

Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Last year police agencies dedicated
2,251 overtime hours and 5,623 regular
hours to the project.<
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Advisory sign placed along US-31 corridor



ATTENTION

"A Gooperative Law Enforcement Effort”

You are part of a very special law enforcement
project designed to significantly reduce
accidents and fatalities on the Allegan, Ottawa,
and Muskegon county US-31 corridor.

You may have been cited by a-police officer
for one of the following reasons:

e Exceeding the maximum speed

e Violating the safety belt laws

¢ Violating other Michigan traffic laws
Whether you received a warning or a traffic
citation you should be aware that obeying the

law makes this stretch of highway safer for
gveryone.

So please...

- Buckle-Up And

~ Slow Down!

Flyer distributed to persons stopped for violations
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BUCKLE-UP AND SLOW DOWN!

- Make your trip a safe one... Drive within the speed limit and keep your safety belt buckied!

SAFETY WORD SEARCH THE EYE IN THE SKY
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Find the words in this puzzle -
AUTOMOBILE MICHIGAN STEERING
BUCKLE-UP RADAR TICKET
CHANGE SAFETY TRAFFIC
HIGHWAY SLOW TRUCKS
LANE SPEED WHEEL
’ As you ravel US-31 North and South tivough Allegan, Ottawa, and Muskegon counties m
your trip will be safer thanks to efforts of the agencies lisied below
- Grand Haven State Police Post - « Allegan County Sheriff Depariment - Grand Haven City Police Depariment Office of Highway
* Saugatuck State Police Post + Traffic Services Division of « Muskegon County Sherilt Departiment Saflety Planning
. qn-w-c‘o\m :%um Department Michigan State Police « Moto Carrer Division of

b

Placemat distributed to restaurants along US-31 corridor



Decal distributed in the field and at police stations




Key rings distributed in the field and at police stations



Car trash bag distributed at festivals and other events



Poster distributed for display by businesses along US-31 corridor

BUCKLE-UP AND
 SLOW DOWN!

~ "R Cooperative Law Enforcement Effort”

OH?

Office of Highway
.- Safely Planning







