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TIMOTHY 5. GEOR

Minamata Series, the

Director Tsuchimoto Neriaki started his career
making educational and industrial films for the
high-growth economy at Iwanami Productions.
When he quit to make films independently, he
ended up at Minamata where the dimensions of
the mercury poisoning by Chisso Cerporatiorn: were
only beginning to be understood. In a series of
powerful films Tsuchimoto carefully documented
how mercury entered the food chain and affected
the human body; this in the face of corporate and
governmental denials. As a whole, his series of
thirteen films charts the depth of the ragedy while
sensitively following the vicums as they make sense

of their lives.
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