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1.  Welcome and thank you all for being here this morning.  Most importantly, however, thank you for agreeing to participate on this Commission.

2.  In her State of the State address six months ago, Governor Granholm laid out a 7-point plan – 7 roads, really – to grow Michigan’s economy and make our state an economic powerhouse for the 21st century.

3.  The work of this Commission represents one of those 7 roads.  The road that we will build leads to the future for Michigan’s workforce and our state’s ability to compete in a rapidly changing global marketplace.

4.  Michigan’s economy in the 20th century was built on the strong backs and innovative spirits of those who defined the manufacturing processes that would shape this state’s, and this nation’s economy for nearly 100 years.

5.  And, just as Michigan adapted to and eventually led the world in that new manufacturing economy, we must now move again to face the challenges presented by today’s knowledge-driven economy.

6.  Where the 20th century job providers demanded brawn, the 21st century job providers demand brains.

7.  This Commission was formed to develop strategies to meet those demands; to develop strategies to close the skills gap that exists in this state.

8.  Everyone in this room knows that what businesses in today’s marketplace covet are not the workers with the best-developed biceps and the strongest backs; they want the workers with the most highly developed skills and the strongest education.

9.  Michigan’s economy is changing and we must ensure that our current and future workforce is prepared to change with it and succeed.

10.  The playing field is much larger than it used to be.  It’s no longer just across town or across state lines – it’s across oceans and entire continents.

11.  Clearly, if we are to become the magnet for 21st century job providers, just as we were the magnet for 20th century manufacturing job providers, we must ensure that our educational system is providing our citizens with the skills they need to compete and succeed on the world stage.

12.  As many states and nations realize, education is the key to the future.

13.  The charge the Governor has given this Commission is not an easy one but it is, perhaps, the most important work any of will do to help secure the future of this state.

14.  I’d like to now turn it over to the Governor so that she can share with us her vision for our state and importance of the work that this Commission will do.  Governor.


