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· Today we will hold the first meeting of the Lt. Governor’s Commission on Higher Education and Economic Development.

· As you know, the charge I have given this group is two-fold:

· My charge to this Commission is two-fold:  

· First, we want to double the number of people in our state who complete a 2-year or 4-year degree program or some other post-secondary certificate or degree program, making Michigan the nation’s leader in producing a highly-skilled, highly-educated workforce.

· Second, we want to ensure that Michigan’s colleges and universities are providing our citizens with general and specific skills to embrace the jobs of the 21st century workforce.

· To compete in a global economy, a post-high school degree or certification is no longer just an option – it’s a must.

· For Michigan to compete in the global marketplace, we must be able to compete in the educational marketplace.  

· Increasing the educational attainment of our workforce is a social and economic imperative if we are to grow our economy, create jobs, and follow the new directions of today’s economy.

· We cannot afford to wait to make the changes necessary to ensure our state’s future.





· The global economy will not wait for or adapt to us – we must adapt to it or watch it pass us by.  The global playing field will determine the future of national and loclal economies and we have to be sure that we are ready to step on the field and compete with the rest of the world.

· There is no doubt or ambiguity about what Michigan must do to be an economic powerhouse in the 21st century.  And I have no doubt about the quality of work this Commission will do or the positive impact they will have on future generations of businesses and workers in this great state.

