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· Thank you, Lt. Governor.

· I am very pleased to receive this report today and I look forward to reading it very closely in the coming days.
· What I already know is that it is a powerful set of ideas that will to transform our educational system and to meet the economic challenge of the 21st century.
· I want to thank the Lt. Governor and the 40 Commissioners for their time and service to this state.  
· In March, I gave this commission a critical charge – to make recommendations about how we can double the percentage of Michigan citizens with a post-secondary education.

· This is an economic imperative in our state. We want a high-performance economy that is driven by a workforce that is educated, trained and prepared for the jobs of 21st Century.

· Michigan is at a crossroads today.   Either we will commit ourselves to making Michigan one of the best—if not the best—educated state in the country or we can give up all the things that today make our state a great place to live, work and do business. 

· Why does education matter so much? It matters because in today’s economy, work can be located anywhere. What will set Michigan apart is our highly educated, ready to produce workforce.
· What is at stake? Simply put -- the economic security of our families and our state.  Consider these facts:
1. For every year of college attainment, an individual is able to increase his or her earnings by an average of 10 percent. 

2. Michigan ranks 20th in the nation in per capita personal income. And in the last 30 years, our level of personal income has steadily declined.
3. The earnings gap between someone with a high school diploma and someone with an associate’s, bachelor’s or advance degree has been widening for the last 30 years and it is still widening today.

· When we look at those numbers there’s only one thing we can conclude—that’s not good enough for Michigan.

· Michigan was the state that more than any other demonstrated to the world that prosperity could be with in the reach of the many, not just the few.  Because we want to build on that legacy Michigan can not pause at this crossroads we must go forward to a brighter future. 
· Thank you. And I would like some of the Commissioners and others with us today to make some brief comments. 

Per Chuck: Do not include in remarks, but have available for Governor’s consideration if asked in Q&A.

· How will we implement what is recommended in this report?

1. We will move forward with the recommendations in this report. They were delivered to us by the best minds in the state in higher education, business, labor and K-12 education. 

2. My staff will prioritize each recommendation and start working with the Legislature, the K-12 community and the higher education community to implement this roadmap to fundamental change.

