Talking Points for Cabinet
Cherry Commission Report


Key Facts:

· The Commission on Higher Education and Economic Growth, also known as the Cherry Commission, was created by Governor Granholm this spring. 

· The Commission had two charges from the Governor:

1. Double the percentage of citizens in Michigan who obtain a post-secondary degree or credential (i.e. technical certificate).
2. Ensure those citizens receive an education that will provide them with the job skills needed for the 21st Century workplace.

· Lt. Governor John Cherry chaired the Commission, which included 40 members from the fields of higher education, K-12 education, business and labor.

· The Commission conducted six public hearings this fall and dozens of workgroup meetings to study issues in-depth and talk to experts in the field of education, workforce development, business and labor.

· On December 15, the Commission turned over its final recommendations to the Governor. The 19 recommendations cover the areas of preparation, participation, completion and economic benefits of higher education.


Why Does Higher Education Matter?

· In today’s economy, work can be located anywhere.

· Only 22 percent of Michigan’s current adult population has a bachelor’s degree or higher.

· In order to compete economically, we must have a better educated and trained workforce. The jobs of the 21st Century are knowledge-based, not muscle-bound.



What Is at Stake?

· The economic security of our state’s families.

· For every year of college attainment, an individual is able to increase his or her earnings an average of 10 percent.

· Michigan currently ranks 20th in the nation for personal income per capita, and for the last 30 years our families have seen their personal incomes steadily decline.

· The earnings gap between someone with only a high school diploma and someone with a post-secondary degree continues to widen and has been since 1975.

Key Findings


· First, Michigan must raise the bar and make higher education universal in our state. There needs to be a fundamental cultural change in Michigan that sends the message that children need to go to college once they complete high school.

· There must be a new expectation that all students achieve a postsecondary degree or credential coupled with a guarantee from the state of financial support linked to achievement of that goal. In other words, we need to end the idea that higher education is an option rather than a necessity. A post-secondary education is a survival skill, not a luxury or an option.

· Another key recommendation is that we must set high expectations for high school students through more rigorous standards and curriculum, and those standards must reflect the competencies necessary for postsecondary success and readiness in the world of work.  We can’t continue to sort students into categories — those bound for post secondary and “other” because there simply is no “other” in the economy we see developing today.

· The third key recommendation is that are universities and colleges must step up to the challenge of helping more students complete their degrees by setting their own success goals and benchmarks for student progress.  The commission called for an annual report from every college and university about how it is meeting these goals. 

· Along with this effort the commission calls on these institutions to create an “amnesty” for so-called stale credits to encourage those who left college without a degree to come back to school to earn these critical credentials.  We have over 1.5 million residents in Michigan who have had some college but no degree.  We need to tap their potential to move Michigan forward.

