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· Thank you for joining us here today as we present the final recommendations of the Commission on Higher Education and Economic Growth to Governor Granholm.
· Nine months ago, when the Governor asked me to chair this commission, she gave us a major challenge – find ways so that within the next 10 years the state could double the percentage of citizens with a college degree or another postsecondary credential.
· One hundred years ago, Michigan was teeming with innovation and entrepreneurs who saw that the future was the automobile. Their vision led Michigan to be the capital of the automotive world – a title we still hold today. We also made Michigan home to a thriving furniture industry, chemical and pharmaceutical companies.

· We have, however, seen over the last few years that jobs in our manufacturing industries just like jobs throughout the economy, now require higher levels of education and training.

· The foundation our state’s economy was built on is changing. And our education systems and our citizens must change with it.

·  Michigan must adapt and innovate to contend with global – not just national – competition. For years, many of our citizens have felt a high school diploma was all you needed to get a good-paying job at a factory.

· Ask anyone working in manufacturing now – the basic skills you need today go far beyond what you learn in high school. Post-secondary training and education are must-haves, not maybes. Survival skills, not luxuries.
· To grow in the future, our citizens must have the tools to succeed. Once they end their high school education, there must be no doubt they will continue on in the post-secondary education system.
· Today, in the first decade of the 21st Century, Michigan must transform itself once again to be a leader in an era where knowledge is the key ingredient in economic success. The Commission has, in this report, provided a roadmap for this fundamental change.

· This commission met over the last six months and conducted in-depth research into the questions raised in this report. We interviewed experts, heard from faculty, staff, and students of our colleges and universities, and we heard from business and labor leaders about how we can help them shape a better workforce.  We held six public hearing around the state to hear what Michigan in all its diversity had to say about the issue.
· This report (HOLD UP COPY OF REPORT) is the result of our deliberations. Its recommendations highlight this important moment of decision for our state.
· While there are 19 key recommendations in this report, I want to focus on just a few here today.

· First, Michigan must raise the bar and make higher education universal in our state.
· There must be a new expectation that all students achieve a postsecondary degree or credential coupled with a guarantee from the state of financial support linked to achievement of that goal. In other words, we need to end the idea that higher education is an option rather than a necessity.
· Another key recommendation is that we must set high expectations for high school students through more rigorous standards and curriculum, and those standards must reflect the competencies necessary for postsecondary success and readiness in the world of work.   We can’t continue to sort students into categories—those bound for post secondary and other because there simply is no other in the economy we see developing toady.
· The third key recommendation is that are universities and colleges must step up to the challenge of helping more students complete their degrees by setting their own success goals and benchmarks for student progress.   

· Along with this effort the commission calls on these institutions to create an “amnesty” for so-called stale credits to encourage those who left college without a degree to come back to school to earn these critical credentials.  We have over one and a half residents who Michigan who have had some college but no degree.  We need to tap their potential to move Michigan forward.
· Governor, these are just a few of the important recommendations included in this report.  I know you are looking forward to reading it yourself but I’d like to share a few words with you from its conclusion:

“Taken as a whole, these recommendations represent a dramatic break from the policies of the past, policies that cannot guide Michigan to the future we seek.
When these recommendations are implemented, Michigan will have a K–12 education system that prepares all students for success in college and work, a postsecondary education system that moves unprecedented numbers of residents to new levels of educational attainment, and the research and development infrastructure a highly educated workforce needs to reach new levels of economic growth and opportunity.

· Governor, with those words, I’d like to present you with our report. I think I speak for all members of the Commission when I say we’ve been honored to have had this mission and we feel both proud of the work we’ve done and confident about Michigan’s future.

· And now Governor Granholm would like to make some comments.
