What the Governor’s Talking about This Week
Friday, October 16, 2009

Governor Celebrates No Worker Left Behind Enrollment Hitting 100,000 Mark
On Tuesday the governor announced that No Worker Left Behind, the state’s job training program, has reached its goal of enrolling 100,000 participants. The goal was attained 10 months earlier than anticipated.  The achievement is being celebrated with special No Worker Left Behind events throughout the state this month.  

The Granholm administration launched No Worker Left Behind on August, 1, 2007, as an innovative plan to train 100,000 citizens in three years for jobs in high-demand occupations and emerging industries, and also to develop entrepreneurship.

In a little more than two years, 102,413 people have enrolled for training through No Worker Left Behind.  This past August was the program’s biggest month yet, with 5,670 people enrolled — the largest single month enrollment in No Worker Left Behind history and an 82 percent increase over August 2008.

Talking points:

· No Worker Left Behind was created in 2007 to help Michigan workers attain the education and marketable skills they needed for jobs in high demand and in emerging industries.
· The program has been tremendously successful and is a national model for workforce investment policy.
· No Worker Left Behind provides qualifying participants two years of free tuition up to $10,000 at any Michigan community college, university or other approved training program.
· The Obama administration recently awarded the Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth an additional $38 million in Recovery Act funding for No Worker Left Behind through three Regional Economic Impact National Emergency Grants.  The grants will be used to train 8,644 workers in 27 Michigan counties severely impacted by the recession.

Governor Announces Detroit Will Host 2010 World Stem Cell Summit
The governor announced on Thursday that Detroit will host the 2010 World Stem Cell Summit organized by the Genetics Policy Institute.

The conference will take place October 4-6, 2010, at the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center.  It will be co-hosted by Michigan State University, the University of Michigan, Wayne State University and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.

The summit will attract more than 1,200 of the most influential stem cell stakeholders from more than 30 countries, representing the fields of science, business, policy, law, ethics and advocacy.  There will be 150 internationally-renowned speakers.  Covered will be all areas of stem cell science, disease models, drug discovery, tissue engineering, bioreactors and nanotechnology.  There will be progress reports on treatment for cancer, diabetes, spinal cord injury, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, ALS, neurological disorders and cardiovascular disease.

Talking points:

· The Granholm administration has been working to grow Michigan’s life sciences sector as part of a strategy to diversify the state’s economy and create jobs.
· The World Stem Cell Summit is one of the most important life sciences conferences in the world.
· Detroit’s selection as host of the 2010 summit is positive recognition and support of our efforts in Michigan in this emerging economic sector.
· The summit also will feature the 2010 Stem Cell Action Awards dinner where the Genetics Policy Institute will recognize organizations and individuals who have most positively impacted the stem cell community.  At the 2009 summit dinner in Baltimore, two Michigan stem cell organizations won awards: Michigan Citizens for Stem Cell Research and Cures won the Education Award, while Cure Michigan won the Grassroots Advocacy Award.

Five More Budget Bills Signed; Governor Will Continue Fight for Michigan’s Priorities
This week the governor signed five more budget bills, but she stressed that the budget does not become law until she signs all of the budget bills.  The Senate continues to withhold six budget bills.

The governor signed fiscal year 2010 appropriations bills for the departments of Agriculture, Corrections, Education, Natural Resources/Environmental Quality and Transportation.

Agriculture.  The total operating budget for fiscal year 2010 is $84.6 million, which includes $30.6 million in general fund money.  The budget includes $17.7 million for food safety programs and consumer protection, $15 million for plant health, $10.3 million for environmental protection and $9.6 million for animal health and disease efforts.

Corrections.  Total operating budget is $1.93 billion, which includes $1.87 billion in general fund money.  The budget represents $120 million in cost savings.  Included in the budget is $1.6 billion to operate a safe and secure prison system that is diminishing in size because of a declining prisoner population, and $207 million to oversee and supervise the growing parolee and probationer populations.

Education. The department is appropriated $112.9 million, which includes $19.4 million in general fund money.  The budget supports the department in its efforts to improve student achievement, administer the Library of Michigan, and administer school aid payments to local school districts.  It also includes $13.7 million for operating the Michigan School for the Deaf and Blind.

Natural Resources/Environmental Quality.  The total appropriation for both departments is $704.3 million, which includes $43.7 million in general fund money.  The budget provides funding for a wide variety of environmental, recreational and conservation activities available to the public and supports essential operations of the two departments.  It also includes $65 million in federal funds for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.

Transportation.  Appropriated is $3.3 billion for departmental operations, state and local infrastructure repair and reconstruction projects, and intermodal programs.  Nearly $2.3 billion is provided for state and local road and bridge construction and maintenance projects. Another $267 million is for public transportation such as local bus, rail freight and marine programs, and $125.7 million is allocated for building and airport improvement projects.

Talking points:

· The budget is not done.  The budget does not become law until the governor signs all of the budget bills.
· The six budget bills being withheld by the Michigan Senate have been passed by both chambers and given immediate effect.  But until the bills are sent to the governor, she cannot sign them and therefore they cannot become law.
· The governor does not intend to veto entire bills, but she does plan to use her veto pen to protect the priorities that are important to the people of Michigan.
· Those priorities are funding for K-12 schools, the Michigan Promise scholarship, police and fire services, and Medicaid funding to protect our most vulnerable citizens: the elderly, the disabled and our children.

Governor Takes Next Step to Expand Broadband Access
An important step toward implementing the governor’s strategic initiative to expand access to broadband services to Michigan citizens and businesses was taken Wednesday.  That’s when the state submitted comments to the federal government on grant applications proposing to implement or enhance broadband service in the state.

The grants, administered by the U.S. Department of Commerce National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), are funded through the Recovery Act.  States were provided the opportunity to comment on applications that meet the greatest broadband needs and provide the greatest possible benefits to their states.  The NTIA will review all applications submitted nationwide and determine which will receive funding.

Talking points:

· Five years ago, as part of the state’s economic diversification efforts, the governor announced an initiative to extend high speed Internet access to every corner of Michigan.  The governor is committed to making access available to every Michigan citizen.
· The projects identified as key to achieving the state’s access goals would bring broadband access to 66 percent of current unserved households and 68 percent of unserved businesses across the state.

NASBE Honors Governor as National Education Policy Leader of the Year
The governor was named Policy Leader of the Year on Friday by the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE), a nonprofit association that represents state and territorial boards of education.

“Jennifer Granholm has recognized that in difficult economic times, the future health and prosperity of her state’s children and of Michigan as a whole is inexorably linked to a strong and vital public education,” said NASBE Executive Director Brenda Welburn.

Talking points:

· Education is the most important, long-term strategy for transforming Michigan’s economy.
· The ability to reshape and diversify Michigan’s economy is wholly dependent on having a skilled, educated workforce.  That’s why the Granholm administration has focused so intensely on reforming Michigan educational standards.
· The Granholm administration’s educational achievements include:
· expanding preschool programs and creating the Early Childhood Investment Corporation to improve early childhood care and education
· adopting some of the most rigorous K-8 content standards and high school graduation requirements in the nation
· creating the Michigan Promise scholarship — the first universal college scholarship — which sets the expectation that students will continue their education beyond high school
· establishing Promise Zones, new public-private partnerships in 10 Michigan communities with high poverty rates that will guarantee all children the financial support to obtain a college degree
· developing the Michigan College Access Network, a public-private partnership linking Michigan communities together to help more students not only attend college but also to succeed in earning degrees and other credentials

PROGRAMMING NOTE:
Governor, First Gentleman to Appear on NBC’s Today Show on Monday 
Governor Granholm and First Gentleman Mulhern will be featured on NBC’s Today Show on Monday, October 19, as part of “A Woman’s Nation,” a special report examining the state of women in American life.  The project is led by Maria Shriver and the Center for American Progress in partnership with Time magazine, NBC Universal, Hewlett Packard, the Rockefeller Foundation and the USC Annenberg Center on Communication Leadership and Policy.  
 
As part of the NBC coverage, the Today Show reports over the course of the week will focus on who’s in charge at home, power couples and role reversal, stress for women, and dividing housework between men and women.  Check local listings for details.  For a complete look at the Shriver Report and A Woman’s Nation, please visit:  http://awomansnation.com/
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