What the Governor’s Talking about This Week
Friday, Sept. 25, 2009

Governor Continuing to Fight for Budget that Protects Michigan Citizens  
The governor continues to fight for a state budget that protects Michigan citizens.  

Talking points:

· The governor is working with legislators who, like her, believe the Senate Republican cuts will take police off the street, jeopardize nursing home care for the elderly and keep kids from going to college.
· Cuts that endanger Michigan citizens are unacceptable.  The governor wants a budget that protects the things that are important to people, like police and fire protection, college education for our children and health care for the most vulnerable in our society.

Governor Says Pure Michigan National Advertising Campaign Should Continue
In this week’s radio address, the governor voiced support for continuing the Pure Michigan national advertising campaign.  Earlier this year, as part of the administration’s economic stimulus package, funding was included for a national Pure Michigan television campaign.  The campaign ran on 15 cable channels like CNN and HGTV from March 30 through June.

Talking points:

· The legislature is considering a proposal to permanently fund the promotion of Pure Michigan from tourism-related state revenues.  This will allow Michigan to have a national advertising campaign next year and in years to come.  
· Campaigns like Pure Michigan are cost-effective.  Each dollar spent on out-of-state advertising generates more than $40 of spending at Michigan businesses and $2.86 in new state tax collections.
· Forbes named the Pure Michigan campaign as one of the 10 best travel campaigns of all time. 

Grant Program Will Fund Energy Efficiency and Conservation Projects
The governor announced on Friday that Michigan will use $17.44 million in Recovery Act funds for a competitive grant program to fund energy efficiency and conservation projects in Michigan counties, cities and townships.  The grants will be administered by the Michigan Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth.

Talking points:

· The grants are designed to cut the state’s use of fossil fuels, reduce energy bills for communities and consumers, and create jobs in Michigan’s growing clean energy and energy conservation industries.
· The projects will enhance Michigan’s ability to achieve its energy efficiency goals while creating or retaining thousands of jobs across the state.
· Communities interested in the grants are encouraged to partner together and leverage other public and private resources.
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