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Educating the educators 

by Richard I .  Ford, edi tor ,  CMA NewsZetter 
and director ,  Musewn of Anthropo Zogy, 
University of Michigan 

How o f t e n  have you v i s i t e d  a s o c i a l  anthropo- 
l o g i s t ' s  home decorated w i t h  r a r e  ethnographic a r t  
as a symbolic reminder o f  t he  l a s t  t r i p  t o  Melane- 
s i a ?  When was the  l a s t  t ime a b o t a n i s t  o r  zoolo- 
g i s t  brought an archaeologica l  "pot"  t o  you f o r  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and eva lua t ion? 

These a r e  d a i l y  occurrences f o r  many curators .  
Academic c o l l  ec to rs  present museums w i t h  spec ia l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Travels o f  professors i n  a l l  d i s c i -  
p l i n e s  expose them t o  e x o t i c  a r t ,  o f t e n  ethnogra- 
ph ic ,  and t o  i l l i c i t ,  though seemingly l e g a l  , ven- 
dors o f  a n t i q u i t i e s  throughout the  wor ld.  
o f  these ob jec ts  i s  as r e f l e x i v e  as a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
any souvenir .  No thought i s  g iven t o  v i o l a t i o n  o f  
l o c a l  laws, t o  the  des t ruc t i on  o f  t h e  archaeologi-  
c a l  record  innocent purchases cause, o r  t o  the  an- 
th ropo log ica l  value these ob jec ts  would have f o r  
scholars  i f  such i tems were p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
domain . 

It i s ,  un for tunate ly ,  a problem f o r  which the  
s o l u t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  exc lus ive  hands o f  museum cura- 
t o r s .  While p u b l i c  education has been a paramount 
o b l i g a t i o n  o f  museums, we have n a i v e l y  assumed t h a t  
our p ro fess iona l ,  non-museum col leagues share a 
s i m i l a r  va lue system. 

This i s  n o t  t he  case. As t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  ma te r ia l s  becomes scarcer,  our  task  i s  
t o  convince f r i e n d s  and pro fess iona l  assoc iates t o  
mend t h e i r  ways by ceasing t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i l l e -  
ga l  purchases and by donat ing o r  w i l l i n g  t h e i r  eth- 
nographic a r t  t o  museums. 

Property (1974) pub1 ished by The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Council o f  Museums i s  i nd i spens ib le  t o  i n fo rm cura- 
t o r s  and t h e i r  academic associates about n a t i o n a l  
laws and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agreements cover ing archae- 
o l o g i c a l  and ethnographic " a r t .  'I Graduate students 
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history,  astronomy, botany, foZk  l i f e  
studies,  geo logy, history,  history of 
techno Zogy, or zoo logy. The program 
should include course work i n  such a 
discipline and the equivalent of no less  
than s i x  semester hours of museum theory, 
practice, and history. The graduate de- 
gree may be awardedeither i n  the aca- 
demic subject or  i n  museum studies. 

a period equivalent t o  not Zess than 
f o w  academic terms and s b u Z d  include 
a supervised musewn internship or super- 
vised fuZ1-time work experience of not 
less than two months. IdeaZZy the fuzz- 
time internship or work experience w i l Z  
be s i x  months or more i n  length. 
internship orsupervised work experience 
must be designed t o  benef i t  the student. 
WhiZe the student may do work vaZuubZe 
t o  the musewn, t h i s  contribution should 
not be the touchstone of the program. 

t ion  in the foZZowing areas: 

Such a program ordinarily W i Z Z  require 

The 

The curriculum shouZd indude  instruc- 

la) The ethics  of the museum profes- 
sion, p u b  Zic accountabi Z i t y ,  and the 
history, phi Zosophy, and purposes of re- 
presentative kinds o f  museums. 

(b )  The collection, care, handling, 
preservation, and conservation o f  musewn 
objects; the management of co 1 Zections 
incZuding regis trat ion and catazoging. 

as sowces o f  information; the use of 
objects t o  impart understanding; objects 
as sources o f  aesthet ic  eqerience.  

( d )  Education and interpretation. 
(e l  Exhibitions and experimenta 2 stu- 

dies of how musewn v i s i to r s  Zeam from 
and respond t o  museum programs. 

(f) Museum administration, which may 
incZude: tmstee-director-s taf f  rela- 
tions; re Zations with governmenta 2 ugen- 
cies; Zega Z problems; fund raising, bud- 
geting and accounting; the museum audi- 
ence and c o m n i t y  relations; personne 2 
and Zabor re Zations; administrative p Zan- 
ning and evatuation; physical f a c i l i t i e s .  

(c)  Research and the study of objects 

EDITORIAL cont hued 

in particular should be told in advance 
of t h e i r  departure what laws apply i n  
the countries where they will study. 
Occasionally academics in other f i e lds  
inquire about buying " t h i n g s "  abroad, 
and they, too, must be informed of the 
harm t o  the anthropological record the i r  
acquisitiveness may cause. 

b i l i t y  a s  well. Most foundations re- 
quire that  a l l  objects purchased w i t h  
funds they dis t r ibute  be deposited i n  
an appropriate repository. Enforce- 
ment of these provisions i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  
however, and often ignored. 
pulations a re  further complicated by 
the fac t  that  many objects received by 
ethnologists a re  g i f t s  from informants 
o r  were purchased w i t h  personal funds 
even though n o t h i n g  would have been 
obtained i f  the grant had not been a- 
warded. 

t i o n s  are  the f i n a l  area of concern. 
Many of these were obtained before new 
export laws were passed or t radi t ional  

Grant ing  agencies have a responsi- 

These s t i -  

Objects already i n  private collec- 
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ethnographic materials became unavai l -  
able. The solution, I believe, is t o  
encourage academic colleagues t o  bequest 
these items to  museums. Their senti- 
mental value will n o t  be the same for 
children or other heirs ,  and t h o u g h  
they may accrue s ignif icant  monetary 
value through the years, t he i r  ines- 
timable sc i en t i f i c  merit should be ac- 
corded highest pr ior i ty .  

Arrangements for  museums t o  re- 
ceive personal collections or even i n -  
dividual objects require more t h a n  just 
a legal arrangement. Since most person- 
al collections a re  not cataloged or 
or given even minimal description ex- 
cept by oral r eca l l ,  written documenta- 
tion of the objects in question de- 
serves immediate attention. 

g i s t s  accord these objects and the i r  
sc ien t i f ic  significance re f lec ts  the 
continuing problem museum anthropolo- 
g i s t s  face convincing academic col- 
leagues of the in t r in s i c  value o f  
material culture f o r  anthropological 
study. Our educational mission ob- 
viously does n o t  stop w i t h  the public. 

The l a x  a t t i t ude  many anthropolo- 




