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1 S u b s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

Newsl e t t e r  and requests  f o r  
i n d i v i d u a l  i ssues  can be sent  

Counci l  f o r  Museum Anthropo- 

c/o The Museum o f  Anthropology 
4009 Museums Bui  1 d i  ng 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V ich igan 
Ann Arbor,  Fl ichigan 48109 

, t o :  

I OgY 

The Newsl e t t e r  i s pub1 i sh- 
ed i n  October, January, A p r i l ,  
and J u l y .  

Unsol i c i  t e d  manuscr ip ts  
a r e  accepted. Unused m a t e r i  a1 
w i l l  be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  
o n l y  i f  r e t u r n  postage i s  i n -  
c l  uded. Authors a r e  requested 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  p re fe rence 
f o r  t h e  ca tegory  under which 
an i t e m  i s  t o  be run. 

Public funding and 
private collecting 

b y  R ichard  I .  Ford, edi tor ,  CMA Newsletter 
and director ,  Musewn of Anthropo Zogy, 
University of Michigan 

Museums conserve c o l l e c t i o n s  documenting hu- 
man a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  and t h e  present  f rom 
around t h e  w o r l d  f o r  purposes o f  educat ion  and r e -  
search. Anthropo log ica l  c o l l e c t i o n s  when used i n  
e x h i b i t s  o r  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  expand o u r  hor izon  o f  
personal  exper ience. The same m a t e r i a l s  under 
t h e  c a r e f u l  s tudy  o f  a researcher  open new v i s t a s  
f o r  human understanding, Despi te  a t r i a d  o f  r e -  
c u r r e n t  h a r d s h i p s - - l i m i t e d  f inances ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  
personnel ,  and inadequate space f o r  e x h i b i t i o n  
and storage--museums a r e  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  p u b l i c  
o b l i g a t i o n s  b e t t e r  than most non-pro fess iona ls  
r e a l i z e .  

Museums undermine t h e i r  miss ion,  however, 
when t h e y  e x h i b i t  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s  f rom p r i v a t e  
c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  p re fe rence t o  comparable o r  even 
b e t t e r  o b j e c t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  domain, 
t h a t  i s ,  i n  museums. The "Sacred C i r c l e s "  e x h i b i t  
o f f e r s  an example o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  Most o f  t h e  
ethnographic  and archaeo log ica l  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  
e x h i b i t i o n  a r e  f rom American o r  European museums. 
But  n o t  a l l .  Some a r e  on l o a n  f rom p r i v a t e  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s  and n o t  a l l  o f  them a r e  o f  t h e  same qua l -  
i t y  as what c o u l d  have been s e l e c t e d  f rom p u b l i c  
museums. T h i s  i s  indeed u n f o r t u n a t e  s i n c e  an 
impress ion i s  l e f t  suggest ing t h a t  museums s imp ly  
do n o t  have o b j e c t s  as " n i c e "  as those i n  p r i v a t e  
hands. 

The consequences o f  us ing  p u b l i c  funds t o  
s a n c t i f y  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i n g  a r e  ser ious .  
p r i v a t e  ownership o f  e thnographic  and archaeo log i -  
c a l  m a t e r i a l s  appear t o  be endorsed by museums. 
By p u b l i c i z i n g  these a c t i v i t i e s  we a r e  i g n o r i n g  
t h e  r e s u ? t s  o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  c o l l e c t i n g - - d e s e c r a t e d  
archaeo log ica l  s i t e s ,  r i v a l r y  w i t h  museums f o r  
purchases, r e f u s a l  t o  p e r m i t  l e g i t i m a t e  scho lars  
t o  s tudy  o b j e c t s ,  e t c .  Second, by e x h i b i t i n g  

F i r s t ,  
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EDITORIAL continued 

these o b j e c t s  and documenting them i n  
cata logs t h e i r  resa le  value i s  a r t i f i -  
c i a l l y  i n f l a t e d .  By f l a u n t i n g  p r i v a t e  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  t he  expense o f  p u b l i c  
museum m a t e r i a l ,  our  d u t i e s  as museum 
workers t o  ex t i ngu ish  the  a n t i q u i t i e s  
market and t o  j u s t i f y  our  c u r a t o r i a l  
and c u s t o d i a l  r o l e  t o  the  general 
p u b l i c  a re  diminished. 

This p o s i t i o n  does n o t  deny the  
ex is tence of  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i n g .  But 
i t  does c a l l  f o r  a more j u d i c i o u s  use 
o f  p r i v a t e  ho ld ings f o r  d isp lay .  Cer- 
t a i n l y  some mate r ia l  ob jec ts  i n  p r i -  
vate hands a re  super io r  t o  those i n  
museums and many educat ional  ideas 
would be incomplete w i thout  t h e i r  
i nc lus ion .  Other ob jec ts  a re  n o t  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  any museum and 
these should be exh ib i t ed .  Under 
these cond i t i ons  no a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  
i n  order .  

Pub l ic  funds should n o t  be used 
t o  enhance personal p r e s t i g e  o r  ga in  
a t  t he  expense o f  t he  an thropo log ica l  
record or museums o f  anthropology. 
S ta te  and fede ra l  agencies should 
r e q u i r e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  i n c l u d i n g  
p r i v a t e  ho ld ings  when they a r e  sup- 
p o r t i n g  an e x h i b i t i o n .  They should 
be w i l l i n g  t o  bear the  e x t r a  cos t  
t h a t  might  beaccruedobta in ing  museum 
ob jec ts  i n  o rder  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i m -  
portance o f  museums i n  p reserv ing  Amer- 
i c a ' s  c u l t u r a l  patrimony. 

c u l t y .  
even more by us ing p u b l i c  funds t o  d i s -  
regard t h e  foundat ion on which we stand 

Museums a r e  having enough d i f f i -  
Unfor tunate ly  we stand t o  l o s e  

Note: Editorial  opinions are those 
of the author and do not necessarily 
r e f l e c t  the of f ic iaZ views of the  
Council for Museum Anthropology. They 
are printed for  contemplation and 
debate. Alternative posi t ions are 
inv i ted  f o r  publication. 

Association for 
G raves t one Studies 

The Assoc ia t ion  f o r  Gravestone 
Studies. newly formed soc ie ty  f o r  the  
study and preserva t ion  o f  t h i t  f a s t -  
d isappear ing c u l t u r a l  a r t i f a c t - - t h e  
e a r l y  American gravestone--of fers  mem- 
bersh ips a t  $5 student,  $10 a c t i v e  mem- 
bership,  $25 sus ta in ing  membership. 
This b r ings  a Newslet ter  w i t h  quest ion 
and answer serv ice ;  an organiz ing con- 
ference J u l y  2 and 3 a t  the  Dubl in Sch- 
oo l ,  Dubl in,  N.H. i n  1977; reduced 
ra tes  on pub1 i c a t i o n s  ( the  Proceedings 
o f  t he  1976 conference a re  now i n  
press);  a scho la r l y  conference a t  the 
Dubl in  School i n  1978. Send dues t o  
the  A.G.S. c /o  the  U n i v e r s i t y  Museum, 
Anthropology Dept. , SUNY, Stony Brook 
11790 o r  t o  the  Dub l in  School, Dublin, 
N.H. 03444. Any CMA member wishing a 
f r e e  copy of t h e . l s t  issue o f  t h i s  
Newslet ter ,  please w r i t e  t o  us. 

Folk Classification 
Newsletter 

The Fo lk  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  Newslet ter  
i s  now a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a $5.00 annual 
subscr ip t ion .  Organized by Brent Ber- 
l i n ,  Terance Hays, and Eugene Hunn, i t  
seeks an interchange o f  d iverse  per- 
spect ives on t h e  processes and sub- 
stance o f  human conceptual o rgan iza t ion  
as i t  i s  abs t rac ted  from o r  imposed 
upon the  wor ld  o f  experience i n  the  
e a r t h ' s  cu l tu res .  Fo lk  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
i n  t h i s  sense inc ludes  c u l t u r a l  ob jects ,  
na tu ra l  phenomena, e tc .  Subscr ipt ions 
should be sent t o  Fo lk  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
Newslet ter ,  c/o D r .  Eugene Hunn, R t .  1 , 
Box 1554, Toppenish, Washington 98948. 
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