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I n  t h e  volume of 1976 ,  t h e  Z e i t s c h r i f t  f t ' r  E t h n o l o g i e ,  o f f i c i a l  organ of 
t h e  German Ethnologic21  S o c i e t y ,  devoted an e n t i r e  i s s u e  (no. 2 of Vol. 101) 
t o  the s u b j e c t  of e t h n o g r a p h i c  rnuseums. The i s s u e  i s  e n t i t l e d ;  "Ethnologica l  
Museums Tomorrow - Tasks and Goals",  Although t h e  j o u r n a l  i s  c a r r i e d  i n  most 
u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  US and Canada, i t  r a r e l y  c a t c h e s  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
American a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  and i s  r e a d  more r a re ly  stil 'l. Because of t h e  i n t e r e s t  
t h e  t o p i c  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  has  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r s h i p  of t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  
i t  w a s  thought  worthwhile  t o  summarize and review i n  response  t o  an  i n v i t a t i o n  
which w a s  s e n t  o u t  i n  1975 by a s m a l l  group of young German museum e t h n o l o g i s t s  
t o  most of t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  German speaking  c o u n t r i e s  a s  w e l l  as t o  a number 
of museum e t h n o l o g i s t s  w i t h  whom t h e y  were p e r s o n a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d  i n  o t h e r  
European and non-European c o u n t r i e s .  The i n v i t a t i o n  a p p a r e n t l y  posed a number 
of  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  t o  which t h e r e  are s p e c i f i c  r e a c t i o n s  i n  some of t h e  
p a p e r s .  Of a t o t a l  o f  1 7  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  twelve are a u t h o r e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  
groups connected w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  West Germany ( n o t  all of them b e i n g  d i r e c t l y  
o r  p r i m a r i l y  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  museums, however),  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  o r i g i n a t e  from 
B r i t a i n ,  Belgium, Yugoslavia ,  Tanzania ,  and Canada. I n d i v i d u a l s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
from A u s t r i a  o r  the German s p e a k i n g  p a r t  of S w i t z e r l a n d  are n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  
One of the German c o n t r i b u t o r s  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  Lapp museums 
i n  t h e  n o r d i c  c o u n t r i e s .  The g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  German a u t h o r s  i s  young, 
occupying p o s i t i o n s  roughly e q u i v a l e n t  t o  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r s  and A s s i s t a n t  
C u r a t o r s .  The two most n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s  a r e  Axel F r e i h e r r  von Gagern, who 
i s  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  E t h n o l o g i c a l  Seminar a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Marburg. Age 
and s t a t u s  as w e l l  as n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  of t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  c o r r e l a t e  q u i t e  c l o s e l y  
w i t h  t h e  views expressed  i n  t h e  papers :  most of  t h e  younger German wr i t e r s  tend 
t o  be s t r o n g l y  p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l l y  engaged and f a v o r  r a d i c a l  views, 
a d v o c a t i n g  a t o t a l  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums, w h i l e  t h e  views expressed  
by t h e  rest tend t o  range  from moderate  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and are g e n e r a l l y  q u i t e  
he te rogeneous ,  

I w i l l  t r y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  summarize and review b r i e f l y  t h e  major p o i n t s  
made i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a p e r s  and g i v e  a minimal commentary, 
c r o s s - r e f e r e n c i n g  throughout  t h e  t e x t ,  I w i l l  s t a r t  o u t  w i t h  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  
complete  t a b l e  o f  t h e  i s s u e .  

To avoid  t i resome 
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R. Vossen, H .  Ganslmayer, D. H e i n t z e ,  W. Lohse,  H. Rammow; P r e s e n t  
S t a t u s  and F u t u r e  of t h e  E t h n o l o g i c a l  Museum, ( i n  German). 

F. Del tgen:  Ethnographic  Museums = Media Museums. ( i n  German) 
M. Munzel: E t h n o l o g i c a l  Museums i n  t h e  T r a d i t i o n  of Levi-Bruhl? 
M.D. McLeod ( B r i t a i n )  : F u t u r e  D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  Ethnographic  Museums. ( i n  E n g l i s h ) .  
A.  F r h r .  Von Gagern: I n  t h e  S e r v i c e  of a Sc ience  of Humanity. ( i n  German). 
H. van Geluwe (Belgium): Where do Ethnographic  Museums Stand?  Some P e r s o n a l  

H. Marzi ,  E.W. M G l l e r ,  C .  Rothfuchs ,  U. S t a u d e - F o r s t r e u t e r :  Eskimo, T i k o p i a ,  

T .  S e k e l j  (Yugoslavia) :  An E t h n o l o g i c a l  Museum of t h e  F u t u r e .  ( i n  E n g l i s h ) .  
V.  Harms: 

I . A . R .  Wembah-Rashid (Tanzania)  : Tomorrow's Museum of Ethnology ( i n  E n g l i s h ) .  
M.  Hinz: On t h e  ( P o l i t i c a l )  Funct ion  of t h e  E t h n o l o g i c a l  Museum. ( i n  German). 
H .  N a c h t i g a l l :  P o l i t i c a l  Problems i n  Ethnographic  Museology, ( i n  German). 
M .  Halpin (Canada): ( i n  English). 
W. Mey: Ethnology and t h e  Problem o f  Ethnocentr ism of t h e  P u b l i c .  ( i n  German). 

( i n  German). 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  ( i n  French) .  

and a Theory. ( i n  German). 

Tolerance  o r  S o l i d a r i t y  as Guiding I d e a s  i n  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  work 
of t h e  Ethnographic  Museum of  Tomorrow? ( i n  German). 

A New Kind of Ethnographic  Museum i n  Canada. 

The f i r s t  p a p e r ,  by t h e  e d i t o r s  of t h e  volume, p r o v i d e s  t h e  most comprehensive 
programmatic s t a t e m e n t  arid, . t o  some e x t e n t ,  sets t h e  tone.  It  seems wor thwhi le ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  d e v o t e  some more a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t  t h a n  t o  t h e  rest of t h e  a r t i c l e s .  The 
t r a d i t i o n a l  e t h n o g r a p h i c  museum i s  d e s c r i b e d  as engaged i n  t h r e e  major  a c t i v i t i e s :  
c o l l e c t i n g  and p r e s e r v i n g ,  r e s e a r c h ,  and p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  t h i s  o r d e r  of  importance,  
w i t h  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  be ing  wide ly  n e g l e c t e d .  
of t h i s  o r d e r ,  whereby t h e  a i m s  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  c o l l e c t i n g ,  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  would be 
s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  needs and g o a l s  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n  program, The t r a d i t i o n a l  museum 
is c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  i t s  f o c u s  on h i s t o r y  and i t s  e x c l u s i v e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p r i s t i n e  
p r e l i t e r a t e  s o c i e t i e s  who are r e p r e s e n t e d  by s e l e c t e d  a r t i f a c t s  chosen on t h e  b a s i s  of 
a r t i s t i c  competence. 
v a l u e s  of t h e  societ ies  of o r i g i a .  
and t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e a g u e s  and a narrow spec t rum of educated 
b o u r g o i s i e .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  c a l l  f o r  e x h i b i t s  and a f u l l  range  of o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  b r o a d e s t  p o s s i b l e  a u d i e n c e  and addressed  
t o  problems r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  modern world.  I t  i s  p a r t  of t h i s  r e l e v a n c e  t h a t  t h e  
a u t h o r s  demand t h a t  t h e  museologica l  i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i v i t e s  encompass s o c i e t i e s  
and c u l t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  of modern Europe. They f e e l ,  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  
e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  k i n d  need t o  b e  abandoned and t h a t  t h e  museum 
of  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  have t o  d i s a s s o c i a t e  i t s e l f  from t h e  f i e l d  of  e thnology i n  t h e  s t r i c t  
s e n s e  and become an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  meet ing  ground. 
s u c c e s s o r s  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  museum; A "Museum o f  C u l t u r a l  Anthropology" which would 
be an e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  Museum and d e a l  with b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  of under- 
s t a n d i n g  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of man, n a t u r e  and c u l t u r e ;  o r  a "Museum o f  t h e  Thi rd  
World" which would d e v o t e  i t s e l f  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  economic, s o c i a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  
problems of t h e  deve loping  c o u n t r i e s .  F o r  t h e  T h i r d  World i t s e l f ,  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
museum types  are envis ioned:  a "Nat iona l  Museum of Ethnography;" a s u p e r r e g i o n a l  
"Museum o f  Nat ions ;"  and a "House of I n d u s t r i a l  Nat ions"  which would, analogous t o  t h e  
Museum of  t h e  T h i r d  World, i n f o m  a b o u t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Western World and c o n c e n t r a t e  
on e d u c a t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  about  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c i e s  between t h e  developed and developing 
n a t i o n s .  

a r e  o f t e n  developed by them far more f o r c e f u l l y  and pursued t o  a more extreme degree.  
Throughout t h e  German c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i t  is  clear t h a t  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  crisis of ethno- 
g r a p h i c  museums i s  only  p a r t  o f  a much l a r g e r  crisis a f f e c t i n g  t h e  whole f i e l d  of 
an thropology i n  Germany. Indeed,  i n  t h e  l a t e  1960's  s t u d e n t s  and young p r o f e s s i o n a l s  
a t tempted  a r e v o l u t i o n  of s o r t s ,  d e c l a r i n g  an thropology a M . a r x i s t  d i s c i p l i n e  and 
demanding t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  of t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l ,  academic,  and t h e o r e t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of 

The a u t h o r s  advoca te  a t o t a l  r e v e r s a l  

The l a t te r  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  judged on c r i t e r i a  e x t r a n e o u s  t o  t h e  
E x h i b i t s  are c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  s te r i le  s c i e n t i s m  

Two models are proposed as 

Many of t h e  p o i n t s  made i n  t h e  f i r s t  paper  are  p icked  up by o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  b u t  
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tfie d i s c i p l i n e .  The r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  n o t  been e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  b u t ,  as N a c h t i g a l l  
p o i n t s  o u t ,  h a s  l e d  t o  an  uneasy stalemate and s t a g n a t i o n  of t h e  f i e l d  (a l though many 
would s a y  t h a t  German anthropology had been i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s t a g n a n t  l o n g  b e f o r e  and t h a t  
t h e  a t t e m p t e d  r e v o l u t i o n  brought  a much-needed b r e a d t h  of f r e s h  a i r ) .  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  w i t h  N a c h t i g a l l  t h a t  none of t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of  German 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  founded d u r i n g  t h e  l as t  two decades have 
t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a .  This  must be a t  least i n  p a r t  a r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  g e n e r a l  p e r c e p t i o n  
of the f i e l d  as b e i n g  concerned w i t h  a b s t r u s e  problems which are i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  of s o c i e t y  and l a r g e l y  s ter i le  i n  a wider  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n t e x t .  

r e l e v a n c e ,  t h e  e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums became n a t u r a l  t a r g e t s  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  s i n c e  
t h e y ,  u n l i k e  t h e  academic depar tments ,  provided an  o p p o r t u n i t y  fm- developing i s s u e s  
of soc ia l  r e l e v a n c e  i n  d i r e c t  communication w i t h  t h e  masses. From t h i s  f o l l o w  q u i t e  
n a t u r a l l y  b o t h  t h e  cr i t ic isms of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  and t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  
i t s  r e - c r e a t i o n .  Across  t h e  b o a r d ,  most c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  from o u t s i d e  
of Germany, comment on t h e  l i n k a g e  between c o l o n i a l i s m  and e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums and 
decry  t h a t  museums have remained wedded t o  an i n t e r e s t  i n  e x o t i c ,  s u b j u g a t e d ,  and o f t e n  
a n n i h i l a t e d  c u l t u r e s .  
t r e a t e d  a s  a r t  o b j e c t s  and many e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums conceive of themselves as temples 
of " p r i m i t i v e  a r t . "  A s  such,  they  provide  t h e i r  c l i e n t e l e  w i t h  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  take  
f l i g h t  from everyday r e a l i t y  i n t o  a m y s t i c a l  world t h a t  b e a r s  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  
r ea l i t i e s  of t h e  s o c i e t i e s  from.where t h e  a r t i f a c t s  were taken ,  

a l i e n a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  materials (into e x o t i c a ,  art  o b j e c t s ,  t a n g i b l e  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  of 
myst ic i sm,  e t c . }  i s  p a r t  and p a r c e l  of t h e  mechanism by which Western s o c i e t i e s  sub- 
l i m a t e  the t e n s i o n  between t h e i r  own e thnocent r i sm and a minimal acceptance  of t h e  
l e g i t i m a t e  e x i s t e n c e  of o t h e r  groups.  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  are s e e n  as f o c a l  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and meet ing of  
d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  g roups ,  and i t  i s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  a s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  most r a d i c a l  
p r o p o s i t i o n s  are made. Foremost among them i s  one by Harms who proposes  t h a t  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  of s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  t o l e r a n c e  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  as a guid ing  i d e a  f o r  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  work of e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums. 
between d i f f e r e n t  v a l u e  sys tems,  and t o t a l  t o l e r a n c e  would i n c l u d e  t h e  t o l e r a n c e  of 
i n t o l e r a n c e  which, i n  f a c t ,  h e  sees as t h e  p r i n c i p l e  through which t h e  b o u r g o i s i e  has  
main ta ined  i t s e l f  i n  power. 
s o l i d a r i t y  between and among t h e  oppressed c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  world and t h e  
oppressed  n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Thi rd  World. I t  would be t h e  pr imary t a s k  of t h e  museum t o  
make e x p l i c i t ,  and t e a c h  about  t h e  f a c t  of p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, and s o c i a l  dependence 
and to promote s o l i d a r i t y  i n  thought  and a c t i o n  among t h e  dependent classes and n a t i o n s .  
I n  such  a c o n t e x t ,  of c o u r s e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  museum ac t iv i t i e s  and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  around 
which t h e y  r e v o l v e d  become a t  b e s t  p e r i p h e r a l  and i t  i s  known t h a t  some of t h e  most 
r a d i c a l  p roponents  have on o c c a s i o n  proposed t h a t  most of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  b e  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  and peoples  from where they  were a c q u i r e d ,  a l though no such  r a d i c a l  
act  is f o r m a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  on hand. 

narrow framework, however. 
a u t h o r s  occupy a spectrum of more moderate p o s i t i o n s .  
d i v e r g i n g  i d e o l o g i c a l  premises  from which t h e  v a r i o u s  wr i te rs  s t a r t ,  i t  should  n o t  
s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g  tendency f o r  t h e  more r a d i c a l  and more c o n s e r v a t i v e  
wr i te rs  t o  t a l k  p a s t  each  o t h e r ,  a l though s e v e r a l  papers  do c o n t a i n  t h e  s e e d s  of 
genuine d i a l o g u e .  Even t h e  most c o n s e r v a t i v e  of t h e  d i s c u s s a n t s  would n o t  deny t h a t  
e t h n o g r a p h i c  musems need t o  b e  r e v i t a l i z e d  and made more r e s p o n s i v e  t o  problems of 
t h e  real  world.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, s e v e r a l  of them p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s  
are made w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  wishes of t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  which u l t i m a t e l y  i s  re- 
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  cont inued  maintenance of  t h e  museums, and t h a t  t h e  r a d i c a l s  seem 
determined t o  f o r c e  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  down everybody e l se ' s  t h r o a t .  
t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  some of  t h e  i d e a s  growing o u t  o f  t h e  
e thnology r e v o l u t i o n  have a l r e a d y  been t e s t e d  i n  some major  e x h i b i t o n s ,  most famous 
(or infamous) among them one e n t i t l e d  "Rulers  and S u b j e c t s  - I n d i a n s  of  P e r u ,  1000 B.C.  

I n  any e v e n t ,  i t  

accepted  an thropology i n t o  

Given t h e  young Turks '  i d e o l o g i c a l  commitment and t h e i r  demand f o r  s o c i a l  

It is  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  several papers  t h a t  a r t i f a c t s  are wide ly  

It  is  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  

Indeed ,  t h e  v e r y  c o r e  of t h e  cont roversy  sur rounding  e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums l i e s  i n  

I t  i n v o l v e s ,  he f e e l s ,  i n s o l u a b l e  c o n f l i c t s  

Harms promotes i n s t e a d  t h e  concept  of  " s o l i d a r i t y ; "  

Not a l l  o f '  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  conceive of t h e  museum of tomorrow i n  q u i t e  such  a 
S e v e r a l  of t h e  German as w e l l  as most of t h e  f o r e i g n  

Taking i n t o  account  t h e  wide ly  

I n  
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t o  P r e s e n t , "  prepared  by a c o l l e c t i v e  a t  t h e  Museum f i r r  VBlkerkunde i n  F r a n k f u r t  i n  
1973-74. The e x h i b i t  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  t e c h n i c a l l y  v e r y  w e l l  done and w a s ,  among o t h e r s ,  
n o t a b l e  f o r  t h r e e  t h i n g s ;  i t  p u t  l i t t l e  emphasis on t h e  u s e  of p r e t t y  a r t i f a c t s ;  i t  w a s  
s t r o n g l y  d i d a c t i c ;  and i n  i t s  t h e m a t i c  treatment, i t  stressed t h e  s o c i a l  and economic 
r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Inca class  s o c i e t y .  The commentary, g e n e r a l l y  acknowledged by c r i t i c s  
as a c c u r a t e  from t h e  p o i n t  of  view of a rchaeology and ethnography,  was s p i c e d  w i t h  
s i d e l i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  modern p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  of L a t i n  America. 
e x h i b i t  caused c o n s i d e r a b l e  comment, much of i t  n e g a t i v e ,  b u t  j u d g i n g  from t h e  numbers 
of v i s i t o r s  i t  w a s  a p u b l i c  s u c c e s s .  

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  among t h e  non-German c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  museum i s s u e  i s  t h e  
one by Wembah-Rashid from t h e  N a t i o n a l  Museum of Tanzania ,  a l t h o u g h  many of t h e  p o i n t s  
he makes are n o t  new t o  most of u s  who have worked w i t h  museum a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  from t h e  
Thi rd  World. Wembah-Rashid i s  m o t i v a t e d  by some very  c o n c r e t e  problems c o n f r o n t i n g  
museums i n  a developing  count ry .  He sees two p r i n c i p a l  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n :  t o  
f o s t e r  i n t e r - e t h n i c  t o l e r a n c e  and promote a s e n s e  of n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y ;  and t o  n u r t u r e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f ,  and p r i d e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  own c u l t u r e  and h i s t o r y .  
t h i s ,  he  t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e  museum must and can p l a y  a cen t r a l  r o l e  i n  s o c i a l  and economic 
development through i t s  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  as w e l l  as i t s  r e s e a r c h  work. 
r e g a r d  t o  European (and An7erican) museums, h e  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t y p e  of 
e t h n o g r a p h i c  museum i s  a t h i n g  of t h e  p a s t  because of i t s  emphasis on p r i m i t i v e  c u l t u r e s  
and s o c i e t i e s  which toda.7 a r e  e i t h e r  e x t i n c t  o r  have become t ransformed.  
w i t h  extra-European c u l t u r t s  and soc ie t ies ,  they  should  be p o r t r a y e d  a s  they  a r e  now, 
and t h i s  p o r t r a y a l  s h o u l d  n o t  be c a r r i e d  o u t  by European a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  who, f o r  t h i s  
purpose ,  c a r r y  away from t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  large amounts of v a l u a b l e  c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  
R a t h e r ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t -  should  b e  g i v e n  t o  Thi rd  World n a t i o n s  t o  p o r t r a y  themselves 
through l o a n  o r  t r a v e l l i n g  e x h i b i t s ,  Wembah-Rashid stresses a l s o  t h a t  most Thi rd  World 
museums are s h o r t  on r e s o u r c e s  and a p p e a l s  f o r  hc lp  and c o o p e r a t i o n  from Western museums 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  area of  manpower and e x p e r t i s e .  

There i s  l i t t l e  doubt  t h a t  German anthropology h a s  f a l l e n  o n t o  hard  times and I 
hazard  t o  s a y  t h a t  f e w  German c o l l e a g u e s  would deny t h a t .  The once grand c u l t u r e -  
h i s t o r i c a l  t t s c h o o l t t  h a s  w i t h e r e d  away t o  a mere shadow of i t s e l f  and i t s  p r a c t i c i o n e r s  
engage l a r g e l y  i n  s t e r i l e  d e s c r i p t i v e  exercises o r  l i m i t  themselves  t o  e t h n o - h i s t o r i c a l  
work i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s e n s e .  Y e t ,  no a l t e r n a t i v e  paradigm has found wide cur rency  i n  
German anthropology.  
l i t t l e  r e l e v a n c e  t o  l i v i n g  s o c i e t i e s  anywhere o r  even o t h e r  academic f i e l d s .  The 
e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums, most of them e x i s t i n g  independent ly  and o u t s i d e  a u n i v e r s i t y  
c o n t e x t  n o r  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  more encompassing n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  museums, are h a r d e s t  h i t  
by t h e  d i l a p i d a t i o n  of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e ,  s i n c e  many of them cannot  even c la im t h e  l i m i t e d  
acadeinic s i g n i f i c a n c e  which i s  s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  i n s t i t u t e s .  

t h a t  t h e  would-be re formers  are  embarking on a d r a s t i c a l l y  one-sided t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  
w i l l  s u r e l y  k i l l  t h e  p a t i e n t .  A s  n o t e d ,  most of t h e  more r a d i c a l  re formers  a r e  Ilarxists, 
b u t  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e i r  commitment t o  Marxism s t a y s  e s s e n t i a l l y  on a 
p o l i t i c a l  l eve l .  Thus, many of them are long  on p o l i t i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n  b u t  s h o r t  on 
t h e o r e t i c a l  i n s i g h t .  I t  i s  a c u r i o u s  f a c t  t h a t  even some of  t h e  most devoted M a r x i s t s  
among t h e  young German a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  do n o t  apply  t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of Marxian 
s o c i a l  thought  i n  t h e i r  own a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and remain o ld- fash ioned  c u l t u r e -  
h i s t o r i a n s  when i t  comes t o  t h e  n i t t y - g r i t t y  of t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  work. I f  one wants 
t o  f i n d  t r u e  M a r x i s t  an thropology ( t h a t  i s ,  an anthropology i n  which Marxis t  s o c i a l  
ph i losophy p r o v i d e s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  and e x p l a n a t o r y  framework of s o c i a l  
and c u l t u r a l  a n a l y s i s ) ,  one h a s  t o  go t o  France ,  England, o r  t h e  United States .  

are n o t  immediately a p p l i c a b l e  t o  American museums. The development of t h e  anthropolo-  
g i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  as a whole as w e l l  as t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of e t h n o g r a p h i c  museums have been 
v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  world.  This  does n o t  mean, however, t h a t  w e  have 
r e a s o n  t o  b e  smug. Many of t h e  ideas e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  museum i s s u e  could very  pro- 
f i t a b l y  serve as a s t i n u l u s  f o r  r e t h i n k i n g  t h e  r o l e  o u r  museums ought  t o  p l a y  i n  p u b l i c  

The 

I n  consonance w i t h  

_With 

I n  d e a l i n g  

The d i s c i p l i n e  h a s  become a n  a lmost  p u r e l y  academic e n t e r p r i s e  w i t h  

Nobody would deny t h a t  changes are n e c e s s a r y  and u r g e n t ,  It would seem, however, 

Many of t h e  problems and p r o p o s a l s  deba ted  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  German c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
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l i f e  and o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  v i s - h i s  o u r  own s o c i e t y  as w e l l  as t h o s e  s o c i e t i e s  whose 
a r t i f a c t s  w e  c u r a t e  and manipula te  i n  our  e x h i b i t s  and r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  I n  t h i s  

r e s p e c t ,  I would l i k e  t o  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  toward t h e  paper  by Halp in  who r e p o r t s  on t h e  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  d e s i g n  of t h e  new a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  museum of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  B r i t i s h  
Columbia. 
a much greater p u b l i c  use of t h e  museum's r e s o u r c e s  t h a n  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been t h e  
case. 
t o  t h e  soundness  of t h e  b a s i c  i d e a  o r  i t s  e x e c u t i o n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  b e a r s  c a r e f u l  
watching . 

One of t h e  g u i d i n g  i d e a s  of  t h a t  museum is  t o  s t i m u l a t e  and make p o s s i b l e  

The exper iment  i s  s t i l l  t o o  young t o  allow d e f i n i t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s  w i t h  regard  

EDITORIAL: 
Continued From Page 2 

What happens a f t e r  t h i s  i s  anyone ' s  
guess .  One t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n ,  t a x - a s s i s t e d  
C a l i f o r n i a  museums must f i n d  a s o l u t i o n  now 
f o r  t h e  cont inued  s u p p o r t  of a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  
r e s e a r c h  programs and t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and 
g e n e r a l  needs of t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

I t  may a l s o  b e  a p p a r e n t ,  t h a t  t h i s  
problem w i l l  n o t  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  
due t o  i n c r e a s e d  n a t i o n a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
of tax programs imposed by f e d e r a l  and o t h e r  
l o c a l  governments. Soon, a tax-reform movement 
may sweep t h e  en t i r e  n a t i o n .  

an  i n s t i t u t i o n  which w i l l  o r  h a s  s u f f e r e d  
s e v e r e  and sudden budget  r e d u c t i o n s ?  

Usual ly  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  t o  such  budget  
recovery  programs w i l l  be f u n d - r a i s i n g  
d r i v e s  and g r a n t s ,  b u t  beyond t h a t ,  museums 
may have t o  t u r n  more and more t o  t h e  l a r g e  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  

on t h i s  matter,  b u t  i t  must be a cons ider -  
a t i o n  i f  o u r  f i s c a l  budgets  are going t o  
cont inue  t o  be c u t  due t o  t a x  reforms.  

What: then  does such  a movement hold f o r  

I am n o t  t a k i n g  a n  advoca tes  p o s i t i o n  

Obviously most museums have had 
their  budget  problems throughout  t h e  
y e a r s ,  b u t  a sudden 50% d e c r e a s e  i n  
funding and s t a f f  may prove  f a t a l  f o r  
some and f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  they house.  
We need t o  f i n d  new s u p p o r t  programs, and 
w e  need t o  f i n d  them soon. 

DIRECTOR QUITS 
Giles  Mead, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Los 

Angeles Museum of N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  has  
r e s i g n e d  e f f e c t i v e  October  1, 1978. 

s t i t u t i o n s  a f f e c t e d  by a fund cutback 
i n  t h e  wake of P r o p o s i t i o n  13.  

A f t e r  a June  p r e s s  conference  
c a l l e d  by Ed N .  H a r r i s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  museum's board o f  governors  and 
S u p e r v i s o r  Kenneth Hahn t o  announce 
t h a t  a p r i v a t e  s u p p o r t  would t a k e  over  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  in- 
s t i t u t i o n ,  Mead, unaware o f  t h e  move, 
b i t t e r l y  o b j e c t e d .  I n  a Los Angeles 
newspaper r e p o r t  Mead s t a t ed ,  '"Its 
a damned dangerous t h i n g  t o  do," '  
adding,  '"Needless t o  s a y ,  I am i n -  
c luded o u t  of most of t h e s e  t h i n g s  
( d e c i s i o n s ) ,  b u t  I i n t e n d  t o  b e  vocal'!' 

Mead , an i c h t h y o l o g i s t  , w a s  
appoin ted  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  p o s i t i o n  
i n  1970. 
t o  launch  a na t ionwide  s e a r c h  f o r  
a s u c c e s s o r .  

The museum was among county in-  

A committee is b e i n g  formed 

Thank You 
A s p e c i a l  thank you t o  t h e  many 

m e m b e r s  and s u b s c r i b e r s  who have extended 
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  and wel l -wishes t o  m e  as t h e  
new e d i t o r  of t h e  CMA Newsletter. The 
format  w i l l  remain b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same and 
w i l l  cont inue  t o  ex tend  t h e  i d e a l s  and goals  
t h a t  Dick Ford put  f o r t h  d u r i n g  h i s  tenure  
as e d i t o r ,  I welcome your  comments, i d e a s  
and any a r t i c l e s  you wish t o  submit  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n .  

7 Kathy Whitaker 


