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The Temple was commenced April 6, 1853, and completed April 6, 1893,
at a cost of approximately $4,000,000. It is 186145 feet long by 99 feet
wide. The foundation or footing walls are 16 feet thick and 8 feet deep.
The basement walls are 9 feet thick and the upper walls 6 feet thick. The
side walls are 1071/ feet high. East center tower, 210 feet high, is surmounted
by a hammered copper statue of the Angel Moroni, 121/ feet high, gilded
with pure gold leaf.
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CLASS OF SERVICE § & ; E S !I
This is a full-rate

Telegram or Cable-

1204 SYMBOLS
DL =Day Letter
JL =Night L
gram unless its de- L ehe Sener
ferred character is in- LC=Dcferred Cable
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter

ceding the address. AR Wi ae ; Sy
PRESIDENT \ l
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

No 3 Z.., 43 Govt WUX Washington DC 148 PM 5-26-44

Mrs Gladys I Collins
230 Viest 6 st
Iplgy City Mich,

Thegecretary of wgr desires me to express his deep regret
thét your gon Technical Sergant Lawrence L Witt has been
reported missing in action since twelve May over Germany

if further details or other information are received you
will be promptly nolified

Dunlop Acting The Adjutant General.

254 PM W

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE



IN REPLY REFER TO:

mao
WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

AG 201 Witt, Lawrence L. 29 May 1944,
PC-N ETOOTY

Mre. Gladys I. Collins,
230 West 6th Street,
Imlay City, Michigen.

[ ]
~ Dear Mrs. Collins:

This letter is tc confirm my recent telegram in which you
were regretfully informed that your son, Technical Sergeant Lswrence
L. Witt, 16,160,308, Air Corps, has been reported missing in action
over Germany since 12 May 194k,

I know that added distress is caused by fallure to receive
more informestion or details. Therefore, I wish to assure you that at
any time additional information is received it will be transmitted to
you without delay, and, if in the meantime no additional informetion
is received, I will agein communicete with you at the expiration of
three months. Also, it is the policy of the Commanding General of the
Army Alr Forces upon receipt of the "Missing Air Crew Report” to convey
to you eny details that might be contained in that report.

The term "missing in sction” is used only to indicate that
the whereabouts or status of an individual is not immediately known.
It is not intended to convey the impression that the cese is closed.
I wish to emphasize that every effort is exerted continucusly to clear
up the status of our personnel. Under war conditions this is a difficult
tesk as you must readily realize. Experience has shown that meny persons
reported miseing in action are subsequently reported as prisoners of
war, but as this informetion is furnished by countries with which we
are at war, the War Department is helpless to expedite such reports.
However, in order to relieve financial worry, Congress has enascted
legislation which continues in force the pay, allowances and allotments
to dependents of personnel being cerried in a missing status.

Permit me to extend to you my heartfelt sympathy during this

period of uncertainty.
Sincerely yours, %‘vy

ROBERT H. DUNLOP
Brigadier General,

Acting The AdJjutant General.
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CLASS OF SERVICE § & ; E S I E RN 1204 SYMBOLS
This is a full-rate \ y DL =Day Letter

Telegram or Cable-

, NL =Night Letter
ram_unless its de-

erred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter
ceding the address.
A. N. WILLIAMS

~\ Ship Radiogram s
PRESIDENT
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

No 7 ck 34 Govt “ashington DC 1104pm 7/5/44
Mrs Gladys I Collins -
230 est 6th St

imiay City Mich

Report “Yust received thffrough the international red cross
states that your son Technical Sergeant Larence L Witt

is at prisoner of war of the Germen Government letter of
informaetion follows from povost larshall general.

ULIO *he Adjutant General

1055pm D

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM 1T PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE



Missing Flier
Held by Germans

Imlay City Sergeant
Lost Since May 12

Imlay City — Tech. Sgt. Law-
rence L. Witt, 20, gunner on a
heavy bomber based in England,
who previously was reported
missing in ac-
tion over Ger-
many since May
12, is a prisoner
of the German
Government, ac-
cording ‘'to  a
War Depart-
ment telegram
received by his
mother, Mrs.
Gladys Collins.

Sgt. Witt en-

s slisted widg ¢ the

Sgt. Witt R

Forces in November, 1942, and

went overseas early in April of

this year. A brother, Pfc. Walter
Witt, is stationed in England.
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WAR PRISONER INFORMATION
A Free Humanitarian Service Given by
“DAD MAC MANNIS’ LISTENING POST”
““A Veteran of Both Wars Keeping Faith With His Buddies”

1 haye just received News from Radio Station DX]J, Berlin, Germany 8P§
=

, e | b1 b0 F0&
that / fwu L AKX Seriél Nocots oe o

is a Prisoner of War in Germany. The report indicates that he is (well) (wBmded)

and is being well taken care of. é\ s o ¢ {

'g:W / “Dad’ MacMannis
315 Victoria Way

May I have His Picture and a reply to this report? Thank you. West Palm Beach, Florida
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V-Mail Service provides the most expeditious dispatch and reduces the weight
of mail to and from personnel of ochv Armed Forces outside the continental
United States. When addressed to |points where micro-film equipment is
operated, a miniature -photographic negative of the message will be made and
sent by the most expeditious :n_..mvo‘_.mn:oa available for reproduction and
delivery. The original message will be destroyed after the reproduction has been
delivered. Messages addressed to or ffrom points where micro-film equipment
is not operated will be transmitted in their original form by the most expeditious

means available, |
INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Write the entire message plainly T, the other side within marginal lines.

(2) PRINT the name and address in the iwo panels provided. Addresses to members
of the Armed Forces should include rank or rating of the addressee, wnit to

. which attached, and APO or Naval address.

(3) Fold, seal, and depoesit in any voT‘ommnm letter drop or sireet letter box.

(4) Enclosures must not be placed in this envelope and a separate V-Mail letter
must be sent if you desire to write more than one sheet.

(5) V-Mail letters may be sent free of postage by members of the Armed Forces.

When sent by others, postage must be prepaid at domestic rates (3¢ ordinary
mail, 6¢ if air mail is desired), M .
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Print the complete address in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space
provided. Use typewriter, dark ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Very small writing is nof suitable.
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CLASS OF SERVICE § & ; E S !l E RN 1204 SYMBOLS
This is a full-rate DL =Day Letter

Telegram or Cable-

NL =Night Letter
ram_unless its de-
erred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter

ceding the address.
eding ddress A. N. WILLIAMS ~ Ship Radiogram
PRESIDENT

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

No 4 9 Lbby Illont 1183 A 5-10-45

Mre G Collins
230 Weset 6th st
Im ay City liich.

Lawrence CK on way home his letter follows love,

Edith.

319 PM W

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE



CLASS OF SERVICE E S E RN 1204 SYMBOLS
This is a full-rate DL =Day Letter

Telegram or Cable-

NL =Night Letter
gram unless its de-
ferred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable
symbol al;yove or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter

ceding the address. A. N. WILLIAMS L\ Ship Radiogram
PRESIDENT
The fling time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

No 1 Z.. 23 GOVT Washington DC 312 P 5-14-45

Mrs Gladys I Collins
230 West 6th st
Imiay City #ich,

The Secretary of war desires me to inform you that your

Eon T Sgt Witt Lawrence Return to military control 16 Apr
45, :

Ulio The Adjutant General 403 PM W

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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This is a full-rate DL =Day Letter
Telegram or 'Cable— NL =Night Letter
gram unless its de- :
erred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable .
symbol above ot pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter

ceding the address. A. N. WILLIAMS L\ Ship Radiogram
PRESIDENT
The fling time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD FIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination
No 9 Z INTL 3 Exa CD SansOrigine Via Mackay Radio
Via Detroit Mich 8

EFM Mrs Gladys Collins
230 West Sixth St
Imlay City Mich.

Greetings Health improvéng. Wrige same address

Lawrence., Wit.

316 FM W

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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CLASS OF SERVICE E S E RN 1204 SYMBOLS
This is a full-rate 1 DL =Day Letter

Telegram or Cable-

2 NL =Night Letter
gram unless its de-
erred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter

ceding the address. A. N. WILLIAMS S L\ Ship Radiogram
PRESIDENT
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

No 8 ck 41 Govt Washington DC 1033pm 5/17/45

Mrs Gladys I Collins ’
230 W 6 th &
Imlay City lich

The chief of staff of the army directe me to inform you your

son T/Sgt Witt Lawrence is being returned to the United States
within the near future and will be given an opportunity to communicat
with you upon arrival, ‘

Ulio The Adjutant General

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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ESTERN - =
7/ DL=Day Letter
e : NL =Night Letter
% r/\‘ : LC=Deferred Cable L~
o NLT =Cable Nighg.e:{

A. N. WILLIAMS Ship#&adiogram
PRESIDENT

The E:ng time shown in the date line on telegrams and dav letters is STANTART TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TI a?point of destination
poi

ARRIVED SAFELY EXPECT TO SEE YOU SOON DONT ATTE&%PT TO CONTACT
oa WRITE ME HERE LOVE= :

LAYRENCE L WITT. ) (7
Se i /\/g/ ’; L//'/

7 Vl/
/? Q 5’} 1et{ ‘..

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING IT8 SERVICE A
s



Cabbage soup and Fotatoes

IMLAY SOLDIER LOSES
30 LBS. IN PRISON CAMP

By FRED LINEKAR
Press Staff Correspondent

T/Sgt. Lawrence Witt, 22, is
home on a 60-day furlough with

his mether, Mrs Gladys Collins,; .
Imlay City after being held al

prisoner at Camp Stalagluft No.
4, in Germany, for 11 months
and two days.

Set. Witt enlisted Dec 9, 1942

and received his basic training, .

at Miami Beach, Fla. and as an|
airplarne mechanic at Amarillo,
Texas. He attended gunnery
school at Las Vegas, Neb., and
had phase training for overseas
at Dalhart, Texas.

He left for overseas April 8,
1944. His plane was shot down
May 12 while on his seventh mis-
sion, and within one month after
arriving in England. A few days
furlough for a trip to London
had been cancelled for this mis-
sion.

He was an engineer and gun-
ner on a B-17. The plane was
attacked and set on fire while
12,000 feet up over Germany.
Five of the crew of 10 were lost.
Witt bailed out at 10,000 feet and
landed in a small clearance. He
was taken by two civilians who
turned him over to two SS sol-
diers and -was taken to the camp
for non-commissioned officers.

He said the camp accommo-
dated about 10,000. They were in

barracks that housed 160 in 10

T/SGT. LAWRENCE WITT

compartments of 16 each. He said
at noon they had soup of dehy-
drated cabbage with occasionally
fresh meat added, and at night
they had potatoes. They had
their own Kkitchen and did their
own cooking. They were also
supplied with a limited amount
of barley and potato bread
which became very .dry and
hard.

Witt said that the Y.M.C.A.
furnished them with band in-
See IMLAY SOLDIER-—FPage 2




'Imlay Soldier
(continued from Page 1)

struments and a small organ.
There were English priests in the
camp who held services each
Sunday. He said he took music |

lessons from one of the other
prisoners and sang in the choir.
They had the largest religious
attendance of any camp.

The Y.M.C.A. also furnished a

library which helped put in time.
He said they received Red Cross
packages at Christmas time, so
had turkey, plum pudding and
all the trimmings for Thristmas
dinner. They had smuggled in
parts of a radio which were put
together so they could get the
news of the war.

. Witt said he was in the 43-day
march from Belgrade to Ham-
purg, moving them ahead of the
Russians. He said they left the
camp Feb. 6, and arrived at
‘Hamburg, March 21. The march
was mostly by foot over rough
frozen ground. Many had fro-
‘zen feet. He said he lost two
toe-nails. They slept in barns
and other buildings ‘except for
j cne night when he slept out-of-
| doors with =zero temperatures.
Each one had two wool blankets.

Witt said he weighed 120
pounds when captured and went
down to 90 pounds. He now
weighs 140.

He was liberated April 16 by
the British Seventh Army, wasi
flown to Belgium and then went
by boat to England, and arrived
in New York, May 19.




| Witt, 22, home for 60 days with

!prisoners were in barracks that

‘of dehydrated cabbage with occa-
'sionally fresh meat added and at

EXPERIENCESiTOLD ‘ ik

Captured
After Jump
From Plane

i

é-;.-ondon was cancelled for this mis-

Imlay City, May 31—Experiences |
during 11 months and two days‘ini
Stalagluft No. 4 in Germany are|
described by o 3/Sgt. Lawrence

his mother, Mrs. Gladys Collins.

Sergeant Witt, engineer and gun-
ner on a B-17, was taken prisoner
May 12, 1944, when he landed after
making a parachute jump from a
burning plane 10,000 feet in the
air. He was captured by two
civilians who turned him over. to
two SS. soldiers. : ;

The plane was attacked and set
on fire 12,000 feet high over Ger-
many., Five ‘of the crew of 10
were - lost. -

Sergeant Witt said the camp ac-
commodated about 10,000 men. The

housed 160 in 10 compartmients of
16 each.
He said at noon they had soup

night they had potatoes. They
had their own kitchen and did
their own cooking and were sup-
lied with a limited amount of bar-
ey and potato bread which became
very dry and hard.

YMCA Furnishes Organ

Sergeant Witt said that the
YMCA furnished them with band
instruments and a  small organ.
There were three English priests
in the camp who held services each
Sunday. He said he took music
Jessons from one of the other pris-
oners and sang in the choir. They
had the largest religious attend- |
ance of any camp.

_The YMCA also furnished a
library which provided diversion. |
He said they received Red Cross

.| packages at Christmas time so had |

turkey, plum pudding and all the

| trimmings for Christmas dinner.

The prisoners smuggled in parts‘_
of a radio which were put together |
so they could get the news. of%
the war. 4

Sergeant Witt said he was in the |
43-day march .from Belgrade to |
Hamburg, taking them away from
the Russians. He said they left the |
camp Feb. 6 and arrived at Ham-
burg March 21. The march was
mostly by foot over the rough
frozen ground. Many had frozeni
feet. 'They slewt in..barns ard!

| other buildings except ior one

night when he slept out-of-doors
with zero temperatures. Each one |
had two wool biankets

Witt said he weighed 120 pounds |
when captured and went down to
90 pounds. He now weighs 140.

Liberated April 16

He was liberated April 16 by
the British Seventh army. He was |
flown to Belgium and then went
by boat to England and arrived in
New York May 19. :

Sergeant Witt enlisted Dec. 9,
1942, and trained at Miami Beach,
Fla. and as an airplane mechanic
at Amarillo, Texas. He attended
gunnery school at Las Vegas, Nev.,
and had phase training for over-
seas at Delhart, Tex.

He went overseas April 8, 1944.
and his plane was shot down on
his sevent® mission within one
month after arriving in England.
A few days furlough for a trip to
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