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Givil Rights

Ao SLNELAL

2, The people of Japan are entitled te the enjoynent withe

out interference of nll fundamental humsn rightes that 40 not

gonfliet with the equal enjoyment of those rights by othars,

2. The snumeration 49 this Constituttion of eortain frecdoms,

pighte and opportinities shold fiot be construed to deny or dis-

parage ethere rotnthoﬂ“by the people,

9. The freedoms, rights and opportunities provided by this
Constitution derive from the self-diseiplined cooperation of the

people, They therefore Iinvelve & eorresponding obligation on

the part of the people to prevent thair sbuse and to employ them

always for the common welfare, lenoe every freedom entails a

sorresponding responsibility, every right a corresponding duty,

and every oprortunity » ecerresponding effort on the part of thos

whe benefit by 1%,
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4, No subsequent amendment of this consutuuonraﬂ no

““"W law or ordinance shall in sny way limit

or cancel the rights to absolute e uality end justice herein

4 guaranteed to the people; nor shall any subsequent legislation

subordinate public welfare, democracy, freedom or Jjustice to

i sny other consideration whatsoever, iay—existing—3egisietieon

shall be nall-end-veids

5, All Japenese by virtue of their humanity shall be res-

pected as 1nd1v1ﬁdugls. Thair right to 11fo liberty and th.
|/ pursuit of happimu/‘ shal ht ¢ supreme consideration of m

law, and of =11 governmental action,

Nofurad INSERT
6. All persons are equal before the law./\ No discriminatior

L

shall be authorized or tolerated in political, eccnomiec, educas

tional, and domestic relations on sccount of race, creed, sex,
caste or national origin. JNo specisl privilege shall accompany

any ownership or grant of title, horor, decoration or other dis-
t‘netionj mer shall sny such ownership or gremt of distinctionm,
whether now existing or hereafter to be conferred, be valid be-
yond the lifetime of the individual who owns or may receive it.
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g 7. The people are the ultimate arbiters of their
cﬁod'lf""‘ N o
They have the insliemable right to e3s®t their public officials,

and to dismiss them by —SusSvceessofimpesshsent oI raczil,

411 public officials are servants of the whole community and not
of sny speecisl grdnpa.gln ell elections, secrecy of tﬁ. ballot

shall be kept invieclate, nor shall any voter be answerable, pube
liely or privately, for the choice he has made.

8. Lvery person has the right of peseceful petition for the

redress of grievances, as well as for the ensctment, repeal or

smendment of laws, ordinsnces or regulstions; nor shall any pere
son se=opganirwrion be in any way discriminated sgainst for mak

such a2 petition.

9« Every citizen ha on for damagt
of fiead]l sct mot in secorda

inflieted or

wi

10, Aum lhall h cutitloﬂ to ;nz:fotunn of J—

lawd, A.i,-. | _
3amg. vhen omrﬁ with any offense they are entitled to use
assistance of their diplomstic representatives and of interpr

of their own choosing. HNetuselisstion—shell not—be-mede- Soma
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11, Freedon of person-is-

abiding Jepanese. No,
shall be held in mh'nmt, serfdom .t W .t any

kind., Involuntary servitude ine -y
Wmhw

hibited.

12, Freedom of thought and consecience shall be held inviolable.
-#io-legislation or decree of any kind shall ever be-issued -
that wonld in sny way-limit 1t or imterfere with it

13, Freedom of religion is guaranteed to 2ll, No religious or-
ganization shall neoi%&og‘;ﬁ;ivihgu from the Sutoﬁr—ﬂo

: _
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in any religious aets, celebrations, rites or practices.
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refrain from religious education or any other religious

activity.

Freedom of speech and press are ruaranteed, ineluding the
right to eritieize any publie offieial, agency or practice,
or to urge the enactment, amendment or repeal of any law,
o censorship shall be maintained, nor shall the secrecy of
any means of communication be violated .exeept-in-casesof
criminal-investigation, .

This freedom shall mot be interpreted to{pornﬁt slander,
black-malil, libel, the deliberdte spreading of falsehoods
or malicious rumors, nor the deliberate exeitation of hatred
against any law-abiding group, nor the wanton incitement of
disturbanee or vwiolerdece, All persohis shall ‘be Held account-

able for the eonsequences of thelr words or actions,.

Freedom of assembly is guaranteed to all persons for the

peaceful eonsideration or public demonstration of whatever

matters may concern them, Such meetings shall at all times,

@xcept in the event of uncontrolled disorder or violence be
free from interruption or interferenmce by any governmental
authority; but leaders and speakers will be held respomsible
for the direct consequences of their activity.

2
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16, Freedom of movement, choice of domiecile, and eheiee—of
g 45 guaranteed to every person, provided they do

‘ A Lol 1 q eartial Ju oAk, .

not .
mmmmnnmououmuumyuu.
sire and if the laws of the country of their cholee permit
their entrance and residence; but no Japanese citizen ean

be banished from Japamese territory.

17. Freedom of academic teachingg study,

subjeet to diseipline
tion of the national
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19,

20,

A11l. Speeific Rights and Opportunities

The family is the basis of human society and its traditions

for good or evil permeate the nation, Hence marriage and

the family are protected by law, and it is hereby ordained
that they shall rest upon the undisputed legal and soeial
equality of both sexes, upon mutual consent instead of

parental coereion, and upon cooperation instead of male

domination. Laws contrary to these prineiples shall be
abolished, and replaced by others viewing choice of spouse,
property rights, inheritance, choice of domicile, divome
and other matters pertaining to marriage and the family

from the standpoint of individual dignity snd the esseantial

equality of the sexes,

Expectant and nursing mothers shall have the protection of
the State, and such public assistance as they may need,
whether married or not. Illegitimate children shall pot
suffer legal prejudice but shall be granted the same rights
and oppertunities for their physieal, intellectual and
social development as legitimate children.

No ehild shall be adopted into any family without the
explicit consent of both husband and wife if both are alive,
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nor shall any adopted child receive preferred treatment to
the disadvantage of other members of the family. The rights rﬁL
primggeniture are hereby abolished.

21, Every child shall be given equal opportunity for individwsl

development, regardless of the conditions of its birth, Teo
that end free, universal and compulsory edueation shall be
provided through public elementary schools, lasting eight

years, Secondary and higher education shall be provided

free for all qualified students who desire it, School
supplies shall be free. State aid may be given to deserving

students who need 1it,

22, Private educational institutions may aporati insofar as their

standards for eurricula, equipment, and the scientifie
training of their teachers do not fall below those of the

publie institutions as determined by the State.

23. All sechools, public or private, shall consistently stress

the principles of democraey, freedom, equality, &ad- justice,
and soecial obligationj they shall emphasize the paramount

importance of peaceful progress, and always insist upon the
observance of truth and seientific knowledge and researeh i

-
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the content of their teaching.

24, The children of the nation, whether in publiec or private

25,

sehools, shall be granted free medieal, dental and optical
aid, They shall be given proper rest and reereation, and
physieal exercise suitable to their development,

There shall be no full-time employment of children and
young people of school age for wage-earning purposes, and
they shall be protected from expleitation in any form., The
standards set by the International Labor Office and the
United Nations Organization shall be observed as minimum

regquirements in Japan.




26, Every adult Japsmese has the right to earm a living by
productive work. Insofar as a sultable oceupation cannot
~ be found for him, provision shall be made for his necessary
mzintenance, Women shall have the right of access to-all
-professions and oecupations, including the right to hold

¢'..-.'1n.tanuun;:u.:i!i:tniiliI-i~lpta-tfmr1nr1-u»ing
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27. In all spheres of life laws shall be designed only for the

promotion and extension of social welfare, and of freedom,
Justice and demoeracy. All laws, agreements, contracts or
relationships, publie or private, which restrict or tend to

destroy the welfare of the people shall be replaced by others
whieh promote it.

28, The State shall assume the burden of extensive public health

measures, Peaceful sports shall be encouraged.

29. Adequate systems of social insurance, ineluding old age
pensions, dependency allotments, mothers' assistance,
aceident -, health -, disability -, unemployment -, and




life insurance, shall be provided by law under terms and
provisions meeting at least the minimum standards approved
by the International Labor Office and the United Nations %

Organization, CSpeecial proteetion shall be afforded to

women, children, and underprivileged groups. It is the
duty of the State to protect its citizens against all want

and neglect not wilfully incurred.

All workers are entitled to adequate rest, leisure and
recreation., Ilininum standards for working conditions,
wages and hours shall be preseribed by law in accordance

30.

with International Labor Organization standards, Employers
shall be obliged to grant their employees such free time
(without loss of earnings) as is required for the perform-

ance of the employee's civie duties and the exerecise of

his eivil rights.

Japanese eitizens have the right to organize freely in
societies, unions or associations for any peaceful purposes;

but secret political, militaristie or ultra-nationalistie
organizations are prohibited, as shall be all organizatiops
eultivating eivil, internatiomal or interracial antagomism

31.




and strife.

Employers and employees shall have the right to collective

32,
bargaining. Labor, except in essential services, shall
have the right to strike; but the deliberate wreeking of
employer - employee cooperation by outside labor - or
enployer organizations is prohibited.

33+ Intellectual labor and the rights of authors, artists,

scientists and inventors shall ﬁo protected by law, whether

they be Jepanese or foreign.

34, All forms of expression other than speech and press shall
be accorded the same essential ﬂroodol, but legal measures

for the suppression of indecent or degrading literature,
plays, moving pictures, radio « ﬁrondna:ts, and exhibitions

shall be permissible for the protection of youth and the
salntenance of high pubdblic standards. |

35 The right to own property is inviolable, but property rights
shall be defined by law, in comformity with the publie

welfare,
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37

38.

39.
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The ultimate title to the land and to all matural resocurces
resides in the State as the ecollective r.prunutivo' of
the people. Hence the ownership of land and its resocurees
is to be interpreted as a lease, the right to which is
forfeited by misuse or eontinued non-use, and the transfer
of whiech 1s a transfer of leasehold rights subject to
regulation by lawy, not a transfer of private property.

Private property may be inherited, but the right of the
State to share in inherited estates 1s undeniable and shall

be fixed by law.

Contraets are proteeted by law, but usury is prohibited,
and legal transactions which are comtrary to public poliey
are null and veid., The State shall not grant any monopolies

Property imposes obligations. Its use by the owner shall
at the same time serve the publiec gooed, Where the publie
interest is clearly served better by public ownership,

private property may be expropriated on the basis of law,

and only upon fair compensation.
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40, Tre organization of Japan's economie life must conform

41,

to the prineiples of justice and demoeracy, to the end
that all citizens may be guaranteed a decent standard
of living. Within these limits the economic liberty

and rights of the individual shall be assured,

Cooperative as well as private enterprise shall be encour-
aged, Only such enterprises shall be transferred from
private to public ownership as are deemed sultadble for
socialization by finding of an impartial, non-political
economic couneil on which the government, labor, manage-
ment and the public are equally represented, Osuch transe

fers are to be regulated by law,
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ARREST

No person, save those arrested in the aect of lawebreaking shall
be apprehended except upon warrant 1ssued by a competent .rrio.r of
a court of law speeifying the offenSe upon whiech the person may be

charged.
No person shall be arrested or detained without being at once

informed of the charges against him nor without the priiéﬂ.go of coune
selj she shall not be held incommunicado nor detained without adequate

cause which must be immediately shown in open court upon demand of the

aecused or of his counsel.
No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property except

according to procedures established by the Diet under this constitution
nor shall any person be denied the right of gppeal to the courts.

SEARCH & BIIZBRI ‘

cause, supported by oath, and mm

lmnﬂmmnmhh
Each search or seizure ﬁnh* 4




282 ARBRAY.
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The use of torture, whether physieal or mental, is absolutely
forbidden to any public officer and strict punishment shall be !-v

';} flieted upon any officer found guilty of sueh abuse, |
Excessive ball shall net be required, nor eruel and unusual

punishments inflicted.

TRIAL
In all criminal cases the accused shall enjoy the right to a
~\ speedy and publie trial by an impartial tribunal, He shall be elearly

"/ informed of the nature and cause of the aceusation immediately upon

arrest{ or within 24 hours of such arrestj he shall,at his trial,
be confronted with all the witnesses against him and be permitted

f through counsel to crosseexamine suech witnesses, and he shall have
the right of cumpulsory process for ebtaining witnesses, at publie S
expense, in his favor, At all times the aceused shall have the assiste
anee of competent counsel who shall, if the aceused be unable Y

the sare by his own efforts, be uuM to m “ﬁ ﬂ overn
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No persom shall be eompelled to testify against himself,
nor shall the testimony of & wife or husband be accepted in
evidence against the gpouse "of such wife or husband,

No confession shall be valid unless made in the presence
of counsel for the accused, nor shall it be valid if mede undes
compulsion or torture or threat.

No person shall be convicted and punished in cases where
the only proof against hir is his own confession,




Extradition

The right of extraditing persons from Japan who have fled

from or escaped justice in foreign countries shall not be denied

in such ecases when official representatives of such foreign

nations mey request 1t.
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