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LMS are web-based systems used for the distribution and management of course materi-

als and to support communication between students and instructors. An LMS can also sup- 800/0
port peer collaboration by allowing students to create their own project sites. In our

campus' LMS use we found a wide proliferation of student-initiated project sites created

specifically to support learning activities taking place outside of the classroom and outside

of the course website.
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Here we present data from system logs, surveys, interviews, and case studies to investi- . . RE S O U RC E S

gate how students use project sites to facilitate peer learning.
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W H Y U S E P ROJ E CT S IT E S o T - Groups used the Announcements tool not only
o to schedule face-to-face meetings but also to
20% . retain a record of their completed work and to
Providing project space inside the LMS provides students with B e discuss future plans (i.e.who would speak first in
the convenience of having one integrated environment for both |

course and project work. Students use project sites to: 0%

a group presentation). This allowed site partici-
pants to keep a shared record of conversations.
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A new version of CTools was installed on Saturday, July 14. For information on new features, see CTools New FO7 Features. There are a few known issues which Amber @ {Dec B, 2006 3:56 PM EST) what about the analysis for the blanks, | don't know where to find

. . in the ne: few
weeks prior to start of Fall term, including those on CTools

Announcem
SOUrces
Ne: ’
Web Content  KNOWN lssues: Amber I (Dec &, 2006 3:56 PM EST) re the first bit, which m is which
Preferences + Instructors Do not import content from another site when creating a new site. This causes a problem h the new site. Rather, create the new site first, and then use Import from i
Help Site in Site Info once the site has been created to bring content in from the older site. Monica & (Dec B, 2006 3:50 PM EST) yeah | know v
Libby Hemghill + For those of you with multiple chat rooms in one site: There is a bug which causes all the chat tools in a site to be opened to the same chat room. .
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CTools provides each user with their own individual worksite called My Workspace. My Workspace is a place where you can keep personal
documents, and check to see what has been going en in the course and project sites you belong to. Below are brief deseriptions of the tosls Add ftems to your Schedule
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4 O Hi, gang. It was great seeing everybody again last week. Monday night | downloaded our new combined
calendar and to-do list, and they are REALLY helpful--hats off to Matt and Amanda and everybody who helped

1,110 new project sites were created by students in Fall 2006

70% are used for course-related projects

76% are accessed at least a few times per week

fine tune them. | talked with a couple of you about another way for us to help keep ourselves organized and on
top of everything, and it was suggested that | post it for input from all. The idea is about possibly dividing up

[ ] [ ] ] [ ]
O “ ” Rich's reading assignments evenly among all of us, and then we could each write up a concise couple of
0 l I r — r I V I I paragraphs (or possibly a page for longer articles) ala Cliff Notes, that we could then post on our site and print
off for ourselves for use in writing papers and reviewing for mid-terms and finals. Reading the articles prior to

class discussion is one thing, but being able to cite specific ideas from them when writing papers is something
else. Rich’s final will be closed book, and we need to be able to review the material and be able to paraphrase
some of the main points from key articles when we take his final exam. I'm up to date on the reading for now,
but we have a lot to go and the load in other classes is accelerating quickly. Anyway, let me know if you'd be
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