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The Western
McCabe & Mrs. Miller (1971)
Altman’s approach to the classic Western film was to strip away the romanticism and common plots 
in order to present real people in gritty and challenging circumstances.  Here, in one of  his most 
revered films, Altman shows a complex world of  deals and business, a world built on enterprise, 
gambling, and money from McCabe’s saloon and Mrs. Miller’s brothel.  Instead of  heroes in white 
hats, the film’s leads were a cowardly man and a businesswoman addicted to opium.  This film has 
been selected for inclusion in the National Film Registry.

Top row: Contact sheet of photographs 
from the set of McCabe & Mrs. Miller.  
The �lm goes out of its way to highlight 
the business procedures of a brothel.

Above: John McCabe (Warren Beatty) riding a horse through the 
cold winter of the American Northwest toward town, wearing a 
fur coat that is far removed from the cowboy garb of typical 
western �lms.  

Jacob Atlas and Ann Guerin, “Robert Altman, Julie Christie and Warren 
Beatty Make the Western Real,” Show, August 1972.

 “I just wanted to take a 
very standard Western 
story with a classic line and 
do it real or what I felt was 
real, and destroy all the 
myths of  heroism.” 
- Robert Altman


