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How a Story Becomes a Film

After writing and directing The Delinguents (1957) tor Imperial Productions and directing a full-length documentary
on James Dean that was released the same year, Altman spent the next decade directing television shows. But he
reentered the movie arena when he filmed Countdown tor a studio (1967), and then adopted a more independent
approach to creating a film version ot the book That Cold Day in the Park (1969), negotiating for tilm rights himself

and creating a joint venture company with Donald Factor (son of makeup mogul Max Factor).

Photograph on the set of That Cold Day in the Park.
Robert Altman with Sandy Dennis and Michael Burns.

JOINT VENTURE AGREEMENT

The following will outline the basic terms upon
DONALD FACTOR (herein called ""Factor') and ROBE!
called "Altman'’), have agreed to associate themselves

1. Name: The name of the Venture shall be F
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a feature length motion picture photoplay ba:

published story written by Richard Miles entitled '"TH/
THE PARK.'"" The photoplay may be produced in Eng

other place as may be mutually agreed upon.

3. Term: The term of the Venture shall be d«
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4. Rights Acquired by Venture: Altman has obta:

acquire the exclusive worldwide motion picture
rights to said published story for a total purchase pric
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the right to extend the option for additional periods as
(a) For six months upon payment of $500.
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Factor individually and he shall be free to undertake the production of
the picture or the exploitation of the rights on his own behalf, upon the
express condition, however, that if Factor thereafter sells or otherwise
disposes of the rights or if he produces or makes a deal for the produc-
tion of a motion picture based upon the aforesaid story, he agrees to
pay Altman 25% of all profits he derives therefrom together with 25% of
any production fee or other fee he receives.

8. Each party may assign their respective interests in this Venture
to a corporation owned or controlled by him, in which event the corpora-
tions shall be substituted in place of the individuals as parties to this
Venture.

9. The parties shall do or perform all acts and execute all docu-
ments reasonably necessary to carry out the purposes and intent of this

agreement.

Dated: May

s

— " Donald Fdctor

A

Robert Altman

“Joint Venture Agreement” between Donald Factor and Robert Altman detailing how they will create
a film of That Cold Day in the Park with Factor as producer and Altman as director, May 1967.

April 25, 1967

Mr. Richard Miles

c/o Gordon Molson Associates Agency
9418 Wilshire Boulevard

Beverly Hills, California

Re: THAT COLD DAY IN THE PARK
Dear dr. Miles:

In consideration of an immediate payment of $500.00,
you have agreed to grant me the right to further
extend my option for an additional vear beyond the
present two year period, for the sum of $2,000.00
payable at the time I exercise the option for the
additional third year.

It is und@rstoad that all option payments will
apply against the total purchase price of $30,000.00.

I agree to engage a writer to do a screenplay which
shall be completed no later than the end of the second
year of my option period.

I trust.thés fully represents our understanding.
Please indicate your acceptance by signing below.

Very truly yours,
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Robert Altman
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Richard Miles

Agreement between Robert Altman and Richard
Miles, author of That Cold Day in the Park,
granting an extension of an option on the book
to Altman, April 25, 1967.

Miss Gillian Freeman

H. N, Swanson, Inc.

8523 Sunset Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 90069

Dear Miss Freeman:
This will set forth our agreement:

1. We hereby employ you to write on a flat deal basis, a first draft
screenplay and revisions thereto suitable as the basis for a
feature length motion picture photoplay based upon the published story entitled
"THAT COLD DAY IN THE PARK.'' Your services shall be rendered in ac-
cordance with our directions and in consultation with Robert Altman and with
Donald Factor.

2. You agree to render your services exclusively for us throughout
the term of your employment in accordance with the terms hereof,
and to keep and perform all of your obligations hereunder. The term of your
employment shall commence on May 8, 1967, and shall continue until you have
completed and delivered to us all of the written material and rendered all of
the services required hereunder, unless sooner terminated in accordance with
the provisions of this agreement.

(a) You agree to deliver to us the first draft screenplay not
later than eight (8) weeks after the date upon which your
gservices commence hereunder. During the writing of the screen-
play you shall from time to time, upon our request, submit portions
of your work to us and consult with us with regard to same.

(b) After delivery of the first draft screenplay, we shall have a
period of two (2) weeks after the expiration of said eight (8)
week period, within which to notify you of reasonable revisions which
we may require; and you agree to make such revisions and deliver
the screenplay so revised within four (4) weeks after you have re-
ceived our request.

(c) We shall have the option to be exercised by us by written
notice within four (4) weeks after delivery of the revised

first draft screenplay, to engage you to render further services
for us at a weekly salary rate of $1500 per week. During said four=
week period you may return to your home in England. If we exer=
cise this option you agree to commence the rendition of your ex-
clusive services for us (which services you may render in England,)
upon the date designated by us, which date shall in no event be later
than the date of expiration of said four (4) week period; provided,
however, that your obligation to render your services exclusively
for us after a period of six (6) consecutive weeks shall be subject
to your other prior professional commitments.

Contract with Gillian Freeman to write the screenplay for
That Cold Day in the Park, May 1, 1967.




