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How a Story Becomes a Film
After writing and directing The Delinquents (1957) for Imperial Productions and directing a full-length documentary 
on James Dean that was released the same year, Altman spent the next decade directing television shows.  But he 
reentered the movie arena when he filmed Countdown for a studio (1967), and then adopted a more independent 
approach to creating a film version of  the book That Cold Day in the Park (1969), negotiating for film rights himself  
and creating a joint venture company with Donald Factor (son of  makeup mogul Max Factor).

Photograph on the set of That Cold Day in the Park.  
Robert Altman with Sandy Dennis and Michael Burns.

Contract with Gillian Freeman to write the screenplay for 
That Cold Day in the Park, May 1, 1967.  

“Joint Venture Agreement” between Donald Factor and Robert Altman detailing how they will create 
a �lm of That Cold Day in the Park with Factor as producer and Altman as director, May 1967.

Agreement between Robert Altman and Richard 
Miles, author of That Cold Day in the Park, 
granting an extension of an option on the book 
to Altman, April 25, 1967.


