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CONTENTS A Queer Timeline
Introduction This digital exhibit was created as a companion piece to a physical
A Queer Timeline in Michigan exhibit on the same topic. The goal of both the physical and digital

exhibit is the same: to raise awareness of the history of GLBTQ people
and events in Michigan, Ann Arbor, and at the University of Michigan.
COLLECTIONS BY TOPIC

1890s - 1950s The digital exhibit is broken down by decade, chronicling events
related to AIDS, firsts, and the Spectrum Center.

1960s

1970s

1980s

Events noted with an * were found on A Living Memory LGBT History
1990s Timeline

2000s - 2010s
Sources and Finding Aids
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CONTENTS 1890s - 1950s

Introduction e 1846-Sodomy is formally outlawed in Michigan.

A Queer Timeline in Michigan 1899-Ruth Ellis is born.
1903-Michigan outlaws gross indecency between males.
1939-Michigan enacts criminal sexual psychopath law.
1939-Michigan outlaws gross indecency between females.

COLLECTIONS BY TOPIC
1890s - 1950s

1960s

1970s

1980s

1990s

2000s - 2010s

Sources and Finding Aids
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1940s-Albert Einstein has picture taken holding a puppet made by Forman
Brown, an University of Michigan alum. From Dan Bessie papers.

e 1943-U.S. military bars gays and lesbians from serving in the Armed
Forces. *

e 1950-Priscilla Dean headlines at Uncle Tom's Plantation in Detroit
during the height of the city's black drag craze.

J U T ] ?
Harry Hay and the founding of the Mattchine Society 4

1950- Mattachine Society forms. Article from the papers of John
Kavanaugh.

e 1952-American Psychiatric Association includes homosexuality
under sociopathic personality disturbance in its first official list of
mental disorders.
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1952-Men in a chorus line from the University of Michigan Opera. From the
records of the Michigan Union.

This subject guide was created by School of Information graduate
student 1] Pionke MSI '13.
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CONTENTS 1960s
Introduction e 1962-Michigan State University remodels Union restroom to deter
A Queer Timeline in Michigan homosexuals.
e 1962-Illinois becomes first state to make consensual same-sex acts
legal. *
COLLECTIONS BY TOPIC e 1966-First U.S. gay community center opens, in San Francisco, led
1890s - 1950s by The Society for Individual Rights. *
1960s e 1967-Officials are charged with concealing movie cameras to view
1970s homosexual activity in Wayne State University restrooms.
1980s e 1967-Wayne State University administration agrees to destroy files
1990s on suspected homosexuals.
2000s - 2010s e 1967-First gay bookstore in the U.S. opens: Oscar Wilde Memorial
Sources and Finding Aids Bookshop (in New York City). *

e 1968-The American Psychiatric Association moves homosexuality
from sociopathic category to sexual deviation. *
e 1968-Michigan repeals criminal sexual psychopath law.

If you see an
icon with this

e border. click to e 1969-Stonewall riots. *
Click ) !
view the larger
}[;re image.
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student JJ Pionke MSI '13.
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CONTENTS 1970s
Introduction e 1970-Gay Liberation Movement registers as a student group at
A Queer Timeline in Michigan Michigan State University.
COLLECTIONS BY TOPIC
1890s - 1950s
1960s
1970s
1980s
1990s
2000s - 2010s
Sources and Finding Aids 1970-Letter from Professor F.N. Menefee urging President Fleming to not
support the Gay Liberation Movement. Office of the President, box .
If you see an
P icon with this

3y border, click to
Click view the larger
Here image.

—
= Gay Liberation Front

Jume 11, 1970

‘Student Govemment Council

Gay Liberation Front. On balance, i doss nt sesm wise to me to Jeopardize much naoded
Gentlemen: AN
1 have your latte of Juns 8 with respect to the proposed Gay Liberetion.
Pront cenforence of Midwest homosexuals.
R . Ploning

No on dentes that homosexuals are human belngs with rights end prtv=
soctety.

which 1 have in mind are:
1. While s confarenca of homosexvels Ls not illegal, and if you will

ars strict Penal Code penaltias with respect t the sct of homosexuality. A
inavitably bo associated in

2. At the prosent timo State appropriations account for 70% of the dirsct

w©
resction to events ot the University..

3.

students .

progrem wa cannot needlessly allenats the public.

4
public hostilty toward campuses . Tultion costs ar ataadily ristng end this
in tum makes it more diffioult for the student of linited meens to attend uni-
ersitios. In outhorizing this contorence, which is of argusble beneft to

1970-University of Michigan President Robben Fleming denies Gay
Liberation Front use of campus facilities for gay conference. Letter from
President Fleming in the Office of the President Collection.

1970-Long letter of protest, including cartoons, one of which is pictured
here, that admonish the Board of Regents for allowing homosexuals onto
campus. From the Office of the President Collection.
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1970-The Office of Student Affairs compiles a table of information
pertaining

to homosexual groups at other Big Ten schools. From the Office of the
President Collection.

BULLETIN OF THE
1S. GAY CACUS
NOI OGT. 1970

1970-Cover art for the Bulletin of the I.S. Gay Caucus No. 1 Oct. 1970
features two drawn older men holding hands and looking at each other.
From the John Kavanaugh Collection.
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1970-Poster encouraging lesbians to contact the Lesbian Advocate's Office.
From the Jim Toy Collection.

1971-Gay Liberation Front organizes at Wayne State University.
1971-Gayle Rubin calls a meeting of Ann Arbor lesbians, resulting in
formation of the Radicalesbians at the University of Michigan.
1971-University of Michigan hires Jim Toy and Cyndi Gair as first
human sexuality advocates.

1972-Ann Arbor celebrates first officially designated Gay Pride Week
in the US.
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1972-Poster urging Gay Liberation. From the Michigan University Women's
Advocate Office Collection.
1972-Ann Arbor Council adopts ordinance protecting individuals
from discrimination based on sexual preference.
1972-Detroit's first gay community center opens during Christopher
Street celebrations.
1972-First statewide gay pride march held in Detroit.
1972-East Lansing becomes first city to ban anti-gay bias in city
hiring. *
1973-American Psychiatric Association removes homosexuality from
its list of mental illnesses. *
1973-Ann Arbor City Council members Nancy Wechsler and Jerry
DeGrieck come out at a meeting.

“HRP

Tvort Tree Prass

Sunday, Mnr 4,14 13-F

fo Quit,:
hem Go

have held only parttime jobs,
and those only occcasionally,
during their two vears as
council members. They res |

+ ceive no pay for semng on the
council.

INSTEAD, u:ey‘vn dnmed
nearly full-time to the political
organizing needed to keep the
HRP alive as a party in Ann
Arbor’s fickle left- wmg envI—
ronment. .

The party evolved wl uf
such activist experiments as
the Tenants’ Union, the stu-
dent power movement, Stu-
dents for a Democratic So-
ciety (SDS) and the Rainhow
People. DeGrieck, Wechsler,

| Radical Councilmen Happyl and other party leaders hops
the HRP will be more ungomg
‘Establtshment Gllld tO See T than those narrow-issue ori-

ented movements which flour-
ish and die so regularly on the
university campus.

HRP will run candidates in
the April 1 election, and has a
narrow chance of retaining the

_ seats being vacated by Wechs-
ler and DeGrieck. Their best .
hope is the election of Kathy
Kozachenko, 'a 2l-year-old U-
M senior and also a publicly
professed lesbian. -~ .

e real mssub:hly exisls
that HRP will win no seats-at
all. Dogmsdayers who pre-
dicted the death of HRP when
they failed to win a seat last
April say that such a failure
this time will kill the parﬁt
once and for all.

Ms. Wechsler responds{,
“There's a fall campaign for
Congress, and the state party
is going to run people state-
wide. There's a sort of .spll'\l
that will continue.

“Theoretically we want tu
win elections, but just nmmng
the campaign is the imj
thing. That 's how you nrgamz.g
people.”

1974-Jerry DeGrieck and Nancy Wechsler do not run for re-election. Article
from the Human Rights Party Collection.

1974-Kathy Kozachenko is elected as an open lesbian to the Ann
Arbor City Council.

1975-Collective organizes A Woman's Bookstore, later
Womanspace, in Ann Arbor.

1975-Graduate employees at the University of Michigan secure
protections for gays in union contract.
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UNIVERSITY OF NIGKIGAN GRY TASK PORCE
UNIVERSITY G NIGHIGAK GAY SASK FORCS

B “Who are we? Ve don’t know yet.

~However, we would like to be a small,
Exoup (6-12) of politioally muare
Gay_women snd_men willing to immediately

i s
soprestion at the U of n.*

“¥e would operate as a working comittes,

s Sharing the work, and meeting only when
necessary. (Ve have all suffered the boredon
of self perpetuating‘weekly” organizations. )

“If you have enerey left over after dealing

. with your other comtsents, join us at our
“ £iret teregular weeting on JUIDEY SEETEE g
0uuSO iy I the Kishigan Snion 3rd Tiser
® Sonteranss._Bogm South wi.
“tne cient ofexual preference”s
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s
X
3
®
¢
®
5
Protacted by the 1975 GEO Unton eontract. ,@,

UNIVERSITY 07 MICHIGAN GAY TASK FORCE.
UNIVERSITY OF MICKIGAN GAY TASK FORCS

the Daniel Tsang Collection.

After 1975-Poster soliciting people to be on the U of M Gay Task Force. From

THE MICHIGAN DAILY. Wednesdoy, August 4, 1976

' argue sex clause

150 challenged the Universit's right

A
o prescribe conduet. “You have the TEht 10
control aur Job performance, but what right do
you have 1o regulat our private or public con.
e e

poge Five

kire-Breathing
Stud In Dress?

Y ROBERT CLMNINS  ehce o ot whih  des
Mighr b Regorer 5 b -

U-M Vs. GEO

2 The Aun Arbor New

Wednesday. August 4. 1976

- LETTER oF NpERSTANDING - U of M ¢ GO

This contiras our undorstanding that the phrase
"sexaal proference as used in Section A of Article IV
means the personal preference of an individual as to the
sex of his or her partner in sexual relations betueen

consenting adules.

e R AT

NTorameT Wk TReeR

1976-Graduate employees and the University of Michigan have a
misunderstanding about the non-discrimination clause of the new contract.
GEO, U Argue Sex Claus and Fire-Breathing Stud In Dress? swell as the Letter
of Understanding that was added to the contract from Daniel Tsang Collection.

e 1976-First Michigan Womyn's Music Festival is held on original site

in Hesperia.

e 1976-Gay Community Center opens on S. Forest in Ann Arbor.
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1977-President Carter changes Billie Edwards' dishonorable discharge from
the Marines in 1967 due to sexual orientation to an honorable discharge,
backdated. Discharge paper from the Billie Edwards Collection.

e 1977-Michigan State University includes sexual orientation in its
non-discrimination policy.

e 1977-Michigan's first transgender organization Crossroads is
founded for Flint and Detroit area crossdressers.

K

1_9-78-Gr0wing Up Gay pamphlet.
e 1979-Hundreds

from Michigan take part in the first National March on Washington
for Gay and Lesbian Rights.

OET T ONEWR RLE [ TS SECPATOT

Chicago, 11l.—The Fourth Michigan Women's Music
Festival was held at Hesperia, Mich. over the weekend
of Aug. 2326, Close to 7,000 women—many of them
lesbians—attended from all over the U.S. and Canada.

Despite the large turnout. close to 200 were un-
able to attend. At Port Huron, US. customs officials
refused entrance to Canadian women. They stopped
cars and asked women their destination, If the reply

1979-Border Guards HarassWomen on their way to the Michigan Womyn's
Music Festival. Article from the Douglass Haller Collection.

This subject guide was created by School of Information graduate
student JJ Pionke MSI '13.
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Michigan History

1981-First reported cases of what came to be called AIDS. *
1981-Michigan Department of Health reports states first two deaths
from AIDS.

1983-State. Representative James Dressell introduces H.B. 5000
which would ban discrimination based on sexual orientation.
1984-President Harold Shapiro issues non-discrimination statement
at the University of Michigan.

1984-State non-discrimination bill, H.B. 5000, fails to pass
legislature.

1985-NAMES Project memorial quilt for AIDS victims launched. *
1985-University of Michigan law professor James Martin becomes
Washtenaw County's first AIDS death.

STOP THE SPREAD

WHEN SHOULD PRECAUTIONS BE TAKEN?

rine, face, wamitus, S, o somen.

WHAT PRECAUTIONS ARE ADVISED?

1. Caretul handwashing s probably he
Rancwashing mears foar and frcton

5 cups r galn of waten or ther dsitectant

ha mout, the goial a3, or pooed sl

blescing.

olspose of products,
15 carallly and premety n 3 oEkproo!, seaied 520 o Somtiner.

Intat, n piasic

S
.
s
7
Comainar not 1 carvoard contaner.
5

USE COMNON SENSE. YOU CAN CONTROL THE SPREAD OF ANY DISEASE BY AVOIDING,
'REUOVING, OR REDUCING POSSIBLE SOURCES OF INFECTION.

DO THESE PRECAUTIONS REDUCE THE RISK OF SPREADING AIDS?
Yes. Thess pracaut
DS 1 ot presd
Soats, ishes, wansil or fo0d.

pr——
cl

e re——

COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION COUNCIL

1985-Informational poster from the Community Health Education Council on
how to stop the spread of AIDS. Jim Toy, Box 9.

1985-Memo stating that Aids victims will not be discriminated against in
housing policies at the University of Michigan. Jim Toy, Box 9
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AIDS

1985-Consider AIDS publication. Jim Toy, Box 9.

e 1985-Wayne State University amends non-discrimination policy to
include sexual orientation.

Yol 1. Ko 16 Septonber 5, 1986
Contacts sobert wyekoft
G

1986-AIDS Update from the Michigan Department of Public Health

shows the numbers of AIDS cases and their distribution across Michigan. Jim
Toy, Box 9.

DEMAND MORE
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RESEARCH!

MO 15 47 RISK: UTE TO FIGRT A.L.0.5.1

710 DISCRINATION ACATNST PRRSONS VITH A.1.0.5.1
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1:00PM at the Federal Bidg.
T
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at Liberty & Fifth
e s e 1 e ot
sz quser s o on st
B —
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ATTACK THE DISEASE,
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o g 105w 1)
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raation v 13, <a11 4158,

1986-Undated poster that demands more money for AIDS research. Jim Toy,
Box 9.
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1986-President Fleming of the University of Michigan creates a UM AIDS Task
Force of which there is a great deal of support. Jim Toy, Box 9.

aclwols debate AIDS

1986-Ann Arbor Public Schools struggle with AIDS policies for teachers and
students. Jim Toy, Box 9.

1986-The Department of Public Health enacts an Emergency Rule so that
funeral directors will know what kind of precautions to take with bodies. Jim
Toy, Box 9.

Unwenu:y approves AlDS guidelines

1986-The University of Michigan accepts guidelines that allow AIDS victims to

attend classes. Jim Toy, Box 9.

e 1988-New state AIDS disclosure law makes it a felony to conceal
HIV infection from sex partners.

e 1988-National Coming Out Day launched. *

1989-Poster celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots. Jim Toy,
Box 1.

e 1989-Debate rages at Michigan Womyn's Music Festival over
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whether to allow male children of attendees to come to the
festival.

This subject guide was created by School of Information graduate
student JJ Pionke MSI '13.
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1990s

1990-Michigan State University trustees revise non-discrimination
bylaw to expressly protect sexual orientation.

1990-0Organizers of Michigan Womyn's Music Festival issue
statement prohibiting S/M activities.

1990-Twenty-six Michigan athletes take part in Gay Games III in
Vancouver, Canada.

1990-Wayne County judge strikes down Michigan sodomy and gross
indecency statutes.

1991-Ann Arbor City Council unanimously enacts state's first
domestic partnership ordinance.

1991-Eastern Michigan University bans discriminatory acts against
minority students.

1991-Michigan Womyn's Music Festival evicts attendee believed to
be transsexual.

Left 2o Rights Herry Burmott & Foman Brow - surviving
oerhers of the Yale Fappeteecs (n 191

Box 1.

1992-The flu shot causes people to have false positive HIV tests. Jim Toy, Box
9.
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1993-AIDS Anthology of Writings, a student publication, contains various
creative writings about AIDS, including I'm Sick of AIDS by Nick Pawlowski.
Jim Toy, Box 9.

1993-Don't Ask, Don't Tell, U.S. military policy adopted. *

1993-University of Michigan regents pass by-law barring
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

1993-Billie Edwards resigns as the last Lesbian Advocate at the University of
Michigan. Billie Edwards, Box 1.

1995-Keith Orr and Martin Contreras open Aut Bar on Braun Court in
Ann Arbor.
1996-Congress passes
Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA), forbidding
federal recognition of
(and benefits for)
married same-sex
couples. *
1996-Eastern Michigan
University's trustees

amend non-

discrimination policies to TR

include sexual 1947 - 1995

orientation. S S

1996- Governor John il e

Engler signs bill into law e T L L

banning same-sex ey 2 L

marriage in Michigan.

1997-Michigan State 1995-Billie Edwards dies. Billie Edwards, Box 1.

University trustees
/

ouse pisTRCTS

1996-Voting record that banned same-sex marriage in Michigan. John
Kavanaugh, Box 1.

approve domestic partnership benefits for LGB faculty and staff.
1997-Ypsilanti City Council enacts non-discrimination ordinance.
1998-Matthew Shepard murdered in Wyoming. *
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1998-Candlelight vigil held at the University of Michigan for Matthew Shepard.
Office of LGBT Affairs, Box 3.

e 1998-Detroit City Council extends domestic partnership benefits to
LGB city employees.

e 1998-Eastern Michigan University extends domestic partnership
benefits to LGB faculty.

e 1998-State Representative Lynne Martinez of Lansing introduces bill

to add lesbians and gays to Michigan's hate crimes law.

1999-Ann Arbor amends non-discrimination ordinance to protect

gender identity.

This subject guide was created by School of Information graduate
student JJ Pionke MSI '13.
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If you see an
P icon with this
Click border, click to ] ] ]
view the larger 2000-Ruth Ellis and Jim Toy. Ruth Ellis, Box 2.
Here image. e 2003-
$ o] u.s.
Supreme
Court
strikes
down

2000-Ruth Eiiis, 100. Article from MS. Magazine. Ruth Ellis, Box 2.

remaining state sodomy laws. *

DEDICATION
of the

National Transgender
Library & Archives

University of Michigan Library
Ann Arbor, Michigan
March 23, 2004

>

2004-National Transgender Library and Archives finds a home at the University
of Michigan. LILA, Box 1.

a 2NN4-
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Transgender Etiquette
Name and Pronoun Usage
Regardless of whether there has been a court-ordered name
change, the preferred name of an individual should be used,
respecting the appearance and life situation of the individual.

In general, the appropriate pronoun is the one which best
describes the way the individual is living his or her life,
regardless of surgical status. (Transgenderist/Transsexual)

Crossdressers and drag queens/kings should be referred to
with pronouns appropriate to the way they are dressed with
the fact of their actual gender status made clear in context.

Quotation marks should NEVER be used around names and
pronouns.

2004-Transgender Etiquette PowerPoint Slide. Sandra Cole, Box 1.

Massachusetts becomes the first state to legalize same-sex
marriage.

The Lavender Information
and Library Association

celebrates its Quinceanera
15 years of colorful information!

1989
Gay and Leshian Library Staff (GALLS) founded by
University Library staff

1990
Renamed Gay & Lesbian Library Association
(GALLA) to inchude students from the Schocl of
Information & Library Stugies

1993
Mame amended to Bisexual Gay & Lesbian Library
Association (BGALLA) to indlude bisexual members

1
BGALLA receives the first

iy

(UILA) to include transgendered people & students in new
concentrations in the new School of Information

1998
LILA spansors ecture by Russell Kracke, head of the
Gerber-Hart LGBT Library & Archives in Chicage:
1999
LILA mounts a display in the Hatcher Graduate Library to

riots
i New York, “Artifacts & Disclosures: Michigan's LGBT
Heritage”

2000
LILA co-sponsors a personal appearance by Ruth Ellis, the
& anda

screening of a documentary about her e

2000
UILA 10th anniversary celebration, debuting the online.
version of “Antifacts & Disclosures”at

www)

2003
LILA sponsors “Shamefully Gay: Selected Items from the
Labadie Collection,”an exhibit in conjunction with the
i

2005
LILA Cebebsrates. 15 years of bringing diversity to the
v o %

2005-LILA (The Lavender Information and Library Association) celebrates 15
years at the University of Michigan. LILA, Box 1.

e 2008-California courts allow same sex couples to marry which is
then overturned by voters in Proposition 8.

e 2010-"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" military policy is repealed.

e 2012-Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) ruled unconstitutional by
United States District Judge Jeffrey White.

e 2012-President Obama becomes the first President, while in office,
to endorse same-sex marriage.
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Click bprder, click to From the internet, these sources were used:
view the larger
Here image. e A Living Memory LGBT History Timeline
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