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PREFACE

I have lived my musical life on the outskirts of two worlds.

My formative musical experiences were always a combination of jazz and classical music: |
would play in band and orchestra, sing in choir, before going home to play along with recordings of
Miles Davis and Wynton Marsalis. My compositional voice is tethered more closely to my voice as
an improviser than it is to the giants of the Euro-classical tradition, but I have never been able to find
a real creative voice in the short forms and stylistic limiters of traditional jazz composition.
Similarly, while I call myself a jazz trumpeter, my approach to improvisation is guided by the
development, forms, and textures of my favorite concert music before it is guided by bop
conventions. I am a jazz musician and a classical composer, two identities inextricably bound to one
another. My musical personality resides between the realms of jazz and classical music, in a world

that is deeply indebted to both but is only at home in between.

Outskirts is a project which works to fuse these two identities organically and soulfully into
one artistic statement. It begins from the belief that the storied attempts of 1960’s-era composers to
blend jazz musicians into the orchestra failed not because the two cannot blend, but because the
ingredients were wrong. Jazz-classical hybrid pieces too often attempt to mix superficial styles: the
strings “swing” or play a “walking bass;” the orchestra plays angular, atonal gestures underneath a
blues progression or some other jazz cliche. Outskirts reflects my belief that the identity of jazz
arises not from its colloquialisms, but from the way jazz musicians improvise. Jazz improvisation is
music of interaction, reaction, and spontaneous changes in direction and approach. This philosophy
is the soul of jazz, and in Outskirts I worked to blend it with the soul of concert music: intricate,

complex structures of form, texture and color which are only possible to build through notation.

The two movements of Outskirts break free of conventions of form and style. The jazz quintet
is an organic part of the orchestra, and improvisation is in constant dialogue with written music.
Improvisation occurs in short bursts and extended statements, developing continuously with the
textures of the orchestra. The written music of the ensemble lends the improvisers textural and
motivic material, guiding their creativity as would the choices of another jazz musician. This piece
could not exist without a talented orchestra of interpretive musicians, nor could it exist without the
five individual creative voices of the jazz quintet. It is a piece, then, which lives on the outskirts of

the two traditions, built on a foundation which borrows soil from both.
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INSTRUMENTATION

Quintet
Trumpet in Bb/Flugelhorn
Tenor Saxophone/Soprano Saxophone
Piano
Bass
Drum Set
Orchestra
Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon
2 Horns in F
Percussion (Marimba, Vibraphone, Crotales, Glockenspiel, Triangle, Tambourine, Low
Tom, Bass Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Splash Cymbal)

Strings
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

The arrangement of the ensemble should be as follows:

Percussion

Horns )
Woodwinds

Quintet '
Violas

@

At the discretion of the conductor, the strings, winds, or piano may be amplified. The

Violins Cellos

jazz bass should use an onstage amplifier in every performance.
Where only one chord change is indicated in the score, that chord change applies to

all instruments with slash notation.
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