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PLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

OF FOREST PARK

In the elan here presented for the recreational develop-

ment of the area known as Forest Park,an effort is made to give

the public an opportunity to enjoy a wooded area which will be

left as far as possible in its natural state, and yet which will

be provided with such modern conveniences as are necessary for

the comfort and enjoyment of the people.

The plan is presented as follows: After a brief descrip-

tion of the area the proposed uses are discussed. The various

improvements. necessary to fulfill the plan are then Presented,

followed by the plan of operation of the parl- after it is estab-

lished. An estimate of improvement and mainteance costs is then

2iven. The work alresady done and a brief Plan for expansion are

also included. A man of the area showin2 location of developments

and ills tra tions o' tlhrre develonments appear in the form of

plates.

DESCRIPTIOIT OF THE AREA

Location, Size, and Boundaries.

Forest Park- is located on the Huron River, 4z miles

from Ann Arbor. It can be reached from Ann Arbor by taking either

the Huron River Drive or Geddes Road to the villa e of Geddes on

the Difboro Road, and turning in on the driveway around the dis-

posal plant.

The park is 51 acres in size, and is divided into tvlo
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sections by Fleming Creelk and also by the Ann Arbor-Superior town-

ship line, both divisions placing 3 acres in the western section

and 18 acres in the eastern section. This whole area, however,

is not available for park purposes, as the Sewage Disposal Plant

and groinds occupy a lar-e part of the western section. The area

is bounded on the north side by the Michigan Central Railroad,

and on all other sides by the Huron River. Reference to the map

will show the se boundarie s.

Topo graphy.

With the exception of a 15-20 foot rise in ground along

the north boundary in the eastern section the topography is very

level. Several low, wet spots ocdur in the eastern section and

a lon narrow, muddT de pression, half filled with water, projects

frors the Huron River far into the section starting toward the

north-east side and curving toward the north-west. A group of

elevated snrinas close to Fleming Creek in the eastern section

are of considerable interest. They are small, marshy rises in

the ground, covered with tyoical mnarsh vegetation such as cow-

slips and skunk cabbage, and from which tiny streamlets overflow

and run down into the creek.

The attractive landscape features of the park are the

Huron River, and clear, cool Fleming Creel\. Another feature, though

not of the iark itself, is the steep wooded bank across the river,

which gives the park a closed-in effect.

Use.

Until about a Teatr and a half ago the eastern section

was grazed by cattle. Quite a few trees have been cut in both

sections. This :as confined mostly to the high ground in the



east section, and none has been cut within the past four years.

Fishing in both the creekpsand the river seems to be

an imrrtant use at prese-nt

Forest Cover.

The ?parts of the area tatt are to be included in the

pgark, are oene rally vjooded; hard ma rie, elm, YT1] 1olj oaks ;ash

and i~xrr Mei n!; the. predomina ting osrecies,

Fo11o~vrinhgis a comle te iist of the tree si-ecies found

on the area:

1. Hard M fale (.Acer saccharum)
2. Black HT Ua-le TAcer n cclarum ni~rum )
5. Soft I1'h le (K8c~ 7 sac charimi-m )

4. Am er i c an El1m ATlrmu s -a-'-W-7 i a)
5. C o r'_ Elm1(Ulmu s rac eioFsa)i

6.Slrrmervr Elm (tlmus fuiva)
7., White Oak-( urcuzs alba
8. Black Oak (Qurcus velutina)
9. Bu r Oak (QJuercus miacrocarpa)

10. Red Oakh (Quercus KubI. 7)
11 . Pi*n Oak (brercus -nalustris )
12. Sw.aymp Whte Oak (Quercus bicolor)
15D. Whte Ash (Fr axinus ameft an&)s
14., Willow r(SalT 3;;W)7 -___

15. Bas syrrood(TMlia arier icana)
1 6. S haarkl Hi 'Lor 7 Q{C rT-Dovfa a
17. iterut(Cryc dULms
18.- Hack'oberr,7 (O75Tfs occiaejtals)
19. Sycam91ore (Platinus ocu_:enudis)
20. Black 1.alnut t C~hlas iii rra)
21. Ironwood (Ostrya vir iniana)
22 Red Cedar JunipF1erus vx'ii lnana)

25. Ground tJunipor7Junirearus cor.,munis )
24. Black_, CherrmJr (Prunus seo tinra)
25. Box Elder (Acer Negundo^
20. Kentucky Coffee Gy - iocladus dioica)

Ground Cover.

The most cormmon species of buishe s como sink- the ground

cover are:

1.e Red Osier ogw-,vood (Cornus stolonif erg.)
2. Alter nate-lea ved Dogwood (CJo'nus a lternif olia)
5. Sumac (Rhus tynina )
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4. Poison sytc (Rhus toxicodendron)
5. Pussy-willow (Salix 5~.
6. Hazle-nut (Corsf~arericana)
7. Honeysuckle (Lonicerasp7

The herbaceous, ground cover consists of grass, burdock,

and many species of wild florors such as violets, cowslips, anemone,

buttercups, daisies, dandelions, cow vetch, phlox, Solomon' s seal.

ground iv, clover, cranesbill and man; others.

Birds.

Some of the more cormmon species of birds found on the

area are robins, bluebirds, flickers, song sparrows, ruby-crowned

kingilets, white-breasted nut-hatches, downy woodpecckers, red-winged

black birds, mourning doves, crows, and wrens. Other frequent

visitors are ducks, geese, cranes, and mergansers.

PROPOSED USES

The Forest Park area presents a variety of oirp)ortunities

for recreational activities of both an active and rassitre nature.

P1icni ck.ingr, walking and strolling, nature study, wading, horse-

shoes, and baseball are all to be enjoyed within this limited

area.

Picnickin,.

Picnicking will be confined to the area we st of Fleming

Creek. In this way paper and other picnic refuse and all picnic

facilities will be kept in this one area, leaving other areas

free to be developed along different lines. The scattering of

tables and fireplaces throughout the eastern section of the park

would greatly detract from its natural beautT.

Picnic tables, fireplaces, garbage and refuse pails-
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will be provided. One large, circular fireplace with seats around

it will be constructed and a drinking fountain with equipnent for

both drinking and drawing water for picnic use will be centrally

placed in the picnic area. Fuelwood will be provided for the

fireplaces, and it will be produced on the area. Restroorns will

be located in the park house.

Walking and Strolln.

A series of paths will be provided in the eastern section

of the park for walking. No regular paths will be constructed in
will

the picnic area. Two bridges across Flemin; Creek/connect the

two sections of the mark. Benches will be placed at intervals

along these pa ths .

Nature Studs.

This area offers e,-cellent onortunity for botanyr and

bird stud7T. The abundance of wild flowers and shrubs, and the great

variet T of native trees should be a reat attraction to those inter-

ested for pumrosscl of study or as casual observers . Trees and the

:aore iviortart shrubs will be conspicuously labeled. Schools

should find this a convenient place for outdoor study.

vadin,

A rool, esecial]q designed for wading urposes, will

be constructed in a shallow bend in Flening Creek. The bottom

will be of fine gravel and sand, and a brid;e will form the down-.

stream boundmry of the pool to eep childoen fro- getting into

deeper water.

Baseball and Ilorseshoes.

The flat, non-wooded section of the park to the sout:h
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and west of the Disposal Plant will be used for baseball and horse-

shoes. Two soft-ball diamonds and three horseshoe courts will be

provided. Neither baseball equipm-ent nor horseshoes will be fur-

ni shed, however.

This active recreation section is far enough from the

oicnic 1rounds not to cause ary oroblem of dust or noise.

{P;giOVEMETS

Mann different tvnr es of irrovern.ents must be made on

the area before it cJn be used free>: as a picnic area. Tie fol-

lowing sectis tIll be devoted to each of thes e V___os _terms.

Groucs .TIo rovemen t.

One of the first steps to be undertaken is the work on

the c rounds of t.' area. Jhile tIhe :arlk is. generally attractive,

certa in features are oblectionable and must be remedied.

Pi l1in in Low Places: There are several low places

in the ear 'ich need to be fi1led with sand and dirt. Some

of these ]e isel~aed smote 3 hich collect and hold water from

rains; others are bacvates Frow the v r. Th ev ofle ideal

smots for mesouito bredin, are not attractive, the ground arond

then is oft. an1d in warn weather the e have a very musty, swampy

odor.

ost of these sots occur in the east section. A long,

low, muddy strip runs throuh the center of this section. It

would be a diffijcult lob to fill this entire stripm, so only the

wettest ulaces and the end near the Huron River need to be filled.

Other small, isolated smots, however, should be filled in conpletely.

Alon ; the Tmron River, in both sections of the park, small penin-

sulas occur. forrad bT still fincers of water which run back into
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low muddy ground. The ends of these little bays should be filled

in. In the west section an attractive point will be made avail-

able for Dicnic use by such a fill.

Poison Ivy Eradication: All the poison ivy in the pic-

nic area must be eliminated. In the eastern section the eradi-

cation need not be so thorough, except along the trails, where

it should be comoletely eliminated with the exception of a few

specimen plants which ill be labeled in the same manner that

the specimen trees are labeled.

The ivy is of two types: the climbing, vine type and

the low ground type . The stee of the climb ing, ivy should be

cut,and the base and roots grubbed out. It is not necessary

for the ivy to be pulled from the trees, for it .;ill soon die

and be of no danger . The ,ground ivy should likewise be grubbed

out . Great caution should,of course,be taken in this work.

Each year the grounde should be inspected and the sprouts

aid new plant s eradicated.

General Clean-un: 'hile there is to be no attempt to

convert this wooded area into a city park, nevertheless the clean-

ing up of certain Darts vill add greatly to its attractiveness.

Along the bank of the Huron River a strip of, old dead

branche s, trees, brush and debris deposited by the river must

be cleaned. This is especially true in the eastern section where

the branches of ove rhanging trees collect float ing material.

Dead brush and dead and fallen branches throughout the whole

area should be reroved and burned. Sound dead and fallen trees

should be cut and bucked for fuelwood purposes.

Dying or diseased trees which are endangering or hinder-

ing growth of more desirable trees should be removed.
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Thinninfrs: No thinning s or cutting out of undesirable

smecies or shrubs shall be conducted in the eastern section, ex-

cept in the Fuelnood Forest, or where shrubs interfere with paths.

In the picnic area, howevr, some shrubs and s~mall trees such as

elm. and hanwthorn will have to be removed to allow openins for

nicnic facilities. Yllenever nossible, small trees, and especially

hanthorns, which are beinrg rermoved should be transplanted to the

ed'e of the mark next to the Disposal Plant to aid in screening

this structure out of view.

Picnic Facilities.

Picnic facilities to accommodate a maximum crowd of 120

-eople eill he provided. This eariment will include tables,

fireplaces, and arbaMe re ceptacles .

Picnic Tables: Twenty picnic tables, of the design

shogun on Plate I , will be provided in the western section of the

park. TheT will be of a size to accomodate six people, and will

be nlaced singly and in groups of two and three, to provide, for

various sizes of rarti es s ithout having to be moved. There will

be two groups of three tables, three groups of two tables, and

eight s ingle tables.. Wlenever rossible natural screens of haw-

thorn or shru.bs will be used to separate the units and thus afford

a certain der'ree of prvacy.

Tables will be fastened to the ground bT means of four

iron rods, three feet long, driven through holes in the ground

boards at each corner of the table.

Material for the tables will be rustic, with the excep-

tion of top and seats, which will be either of ,/2 Thite Pine or

Cedar, 2 x 6 inch stock. The rustic fr aiewori should be preferably
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of oak, peeled, and not exceeding 6 inches in diameter. All parts

are to be bolted together and the tops and seats fastened with

countersunk screws. The top and seats will have beveled edges,

and all sharp edges in the framework will be rounded. The whole

table will be given a clear varnish finish. This finish should

be complete, and applied;each -Tear. In th p inter the tables

will be taken into the Park Iouse and stored.

Fire-laces: For each unit, whether of one, two or three

tables, a small stone fireplace will be provided. These will be

made of . stone and fire cement, and lined with fire brick.

The iron grids on top will be inserted in the cement. The design

for th-ese appears on Plate 2.

One large circular fireplace will be constructed for

camp-fire purposes out near the point. It will have a stone bor-

der, and will be surrounded by a single circle of benches made of

half-logs. This is likewise shown on Plate .

Park House .

The only building to be erected on the area will be

the Par' :Hose. It will be constructed of stone and concrete,

and have a wood-shingle roof. Large amounts of stone have recent-

ly been taken from the park and piled, 0a d will be available

for use in the construction of the building.

The house will be located just inside the wooded area

in the west section of the park, approximately 500 feet east of

the disposal plant. In it will be located the rest rooms and a

tool and supply room, in which will be an incinerator for garbage

and refuse disposal, and a work bench, table and chair for the

custodiai.
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The floor clan and sketch of this building appear on

Plate 3-

Sanitary Facilities.

Modern sanitary facilities will add considerably to the

attractiveness and usefulness of the area. These facilities in-

clude water supply, toilets, and garbage disposal.

Water Supplr: Water for use in the park will be pro-

vided frormi the suop available at the disposal plant. This sup-

ply is obtained from a well near the plant, and will be piped

from the plant to the Park House. It will be used in the toilets

and lavatories, and for an outside drinking fountain. Approxi-

mately 500 feet of 3/4 inch pipe will be required to conduct the

water from the disposal plant to the Park House, and 350 feet o

1/2 inch -pipe to get water to the outside fountain, which will be

constructed of stone and centrally located in the picnic area.

A diagram of this fountain appears on Plate 4.

Toilets: Since the Park House is at a lower elevation

than the disposal plant, it would be a great expense to install

equipment necessary to pump sewage from the Park House to the

plant; therefore septic tanks will be used. Two rest rooms will

be located in the Park House, as shown in the plan on Plate °4-

The rest room equipment will include three toilets in the woment s

room, and three toilets and a urinal in the men's room. There

will also be one washbowl, a paper towel holder, and a waste bas-

ket in each room.

The equipment necessary for the rest rooms and septic

tanks is listed in the section on costs.

Garbage Disposal: Sunken garbage receptacles will be
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placed around the area, one for each unit of tables and fireplace.

These are available in heavy galvanized iron and equipped with a

foot-lifti-nm, iron top. Into the casing a garbage pail is in-

serted. The pails are removable only by lifting the whole top,

rather than just the foot-pedal lid. These tops, therefore, must

be equinned with locks so that the pails can be removed by the

custodian only. A diagram of these garbage recentacles appears

on Plate 5

Every morning after the park has been used, the custo-

dian will collect the refuse from these containers in a hand-cart

similar to that shown on Plate 5 This aterial will then be

taken to the incinerator for burning. This method of disposal

will eliminate the quantities of half -consumed garbage in the

fireplaces which so often greets the next people who use them.

Fue lwo od .

The supplying of fuelwood for cooking purposes is one

of the most difficult nroblems to be faced in the administration

of picnic grounds and larger camping areas where people do not have

free access to cut what wood they need. This problem will be solved

in Forest Par's by setting aside a small area to be knOwn as the

"Fuelwood Forest". This miniature forest compnriUes three acres

along the northern boundary of the eastern section of the nark.

It is a strip approximately 210 feet wide and 630 feet long, be-

ginning at the Superior Townshin line and running east. Some

cutting has previously been done on this area; thus many old stumps

occur, and large openings exist, making this area somewhat less

attractive than the rest of the park. For this reason this area,

rather than one more useful for park purposes, has been set aside.
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A 1OO', cruise of these three acres showred that there

vwere 181 trees, ranginw from 2 to 28 inches in diameter, and a

total volume (unpeeled) of aD-oroximately 5657 cubic feet. This

is equivalent to 45.5 standard cords, or 156.5 short cords (16"

lengths). Followting is a table showing the percentage relations,

by species, of the composition on the area:

Species 1 ' of Totalr % of Total
No. of Trees r Volume

Hard IM'aple ' 29 '50
r 1

Red Oak '10 '27
1 +
1 r

Elm 1 29 25=;
1 1

Vfrhite Oak 12 111

HickLor-, 120 19
r 1

Th e stand is about 50% stocked, containing trees of all ages. As

cer. be seen from thie table, there are some large, overmature red

oaks, good distribution in Manle, Elma, and Hiite Oak, and a large

amount of small hickory reproduction, much of yhichz is bitternut,

ranSgir. from 2 to 8 inches. ,tiood lots on similar sites, i th

similar stocl-ir". y ield about 1.5 short cords per acre per year.

T,1his wvou~ld mean, for this area, a production of 41.5 short cords,

o> 192 cubic feet , per ye, ar, figured on the 50% L stocking.

Elgnmenroduction 1-s good, but other s'?ecies are not

restock-inr vernv well. Plnt. sh ould therefore be started imnmied-

iately%, fil-ling in all the open spots, and underplanting, partic-

ularly in the western half. of the area . Later on, whenever trees

are taken out the openings should be planted.« The site seems to



favor maple, so 1-0 maple stock (Acer saccharum) and 6 x 6 spacing

should be used. Thinnings may be taken after the trees have reached

a size suitable for fuelwood use. As the area becomes more fully

stocked the total amount of growth will be greater, and more can

be taken out. Some of the very large healthy red oaks and elis

on the area should be left for their aesthetic value. From time

to time certain of these largest trees will contribute to the yield

by having to be cut because of broken tops, or death, or some other

reason.

The trees that are to come out should be marked by the

city forester, and cut and bucked by the custodian in the winter.

Plantint in the spring should be supervised by the forester. The

volume of the area should be checked every five years.

It is believed that the 4 to 5 cords available every

7year will be nearly sufficient to provide the needs of the park

for the ten or more weeks during which it will be used. On many

days the area will not be used at all because of weather, at other

times only a few will use it, and many who use it will not use

fuelwood.

The boundarioes of the Fuelvrood Forestt will be marled

by a row of low, peeled posts, extendin ; about l' feet above the

ground, and placed every ( feet. A sign will be placed just in-

side the boundaries, briefly describing the purpose of the area

and the way in which it is operated. The following statement is

suggested for this sign:

FU EL7OOD FOREST

This area of 3 acres is set aside
to produce a permanent supply of fuel-
wood for users of Forest Park. Each
year mature trees ,are cut, and each

year young trees are planted. This is
Forestry on a small scale.
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This small stand should be kept in good shape; hawthorn

and sumac should be cut out, and where heavy reproduction comes

in, as in the case of Elm in the east end, it should be thinned.

In other words, it should -be a model forest.

Bridg es.

Two bridges will be put across Fleming Creek. Bridge

No. 1, the downstream bridge, will cross at a place 245 feet from

the point formed by Fleming Creek and the Huron River in the west-

ern section of the park. This location was selected because of

the good views both up- and down-stream from this place, and be-

cause it is far enough removed from the point to make the latter

more desirable for picnic purposes, and yet it affords easy access

to the paths in the eastern section, across the creek.

Bridce No. ill be farther upstrear, being located

110 feet from bridge No. 1, or 43 feet upstream from the over-

hanging Maple . In addition to serving as a means of crossing the

creek at this point, it will also act as a lower boundary for the

wading pool which will be located on the upstream side of the

bridge. This will be a distinct advantage , since the water i's

much deeper and rockier downstream from this point. Children

will thus be protected from the danger of getting into the water

which is too deep for wading. Both parents and children will

have free access to both sides of the wading pool.

The length of bridge No. 1 will be approximately 58

feet, and bridge No. 2, A5 feet. The framework and supports will

be of rustic material, preferably oak . The plankirng will be 2 x

6 boards, preferably yellow pine reject stock. The supporting

timbers will be 6 x 8 Douglas Fir in 12 and 20 foot lengths, six
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of the 20-foot timbers being required for bridge No. 1,and two

of the 20's and four of the 12's for bridge No. 2.

Diagrams for these bridges are shown on Plate 6.

Paths.

,!,hile there will be no restrictions as to where people

may Talk, a few paths will be located in the eastern section of

the mark for their convenience. It is believed that peo-ole will

avail thermselves of the use of these maths because of the rather

dense underbrush. In the oicnic section, however, no paths will

be laid out.

The paths will be constructed by clearing away the under-

brush, dead trees and other obstructions, leveling bumps in the
10,501In7 +?% o50 V7'W/ 2 m-?/7 ra ,

ground,, and walking back and forth over them by the crew at work.

All along the paths, and within seeing distance from

them, tree and shrub species will be conveniently labeled.

The following paths will be laid out in the eastern

section:

I. From bridge No. 1 south along the bank of Fleming Creek

and alone, the Huron River to the point. Thiss math should follow

the streams a cite closely, but should curve frequently, going

around and bet-ee trees to make an intoestint and attractive

walk. Low hanging branciie s should be cut and soft ground avoided.

II. Across the corner formed by the junction of Fleming Creek

and the Huron River, beginning at bridge Ho. 1 and running into

the shore math. This path is designed to go by as many different

tree smecies as ossible. These trees, of course, will be labeled.

Since this path does not follow any topographic features,

the following compass and pace notes wil serve to locate itc
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Start 10 feet from shore, or at east end of bridge No. 1.

N 50 E 14 paces (42 feet)
S 80 E 10 paces (30 feet) by a White Ash
N 55 E 28 paces (84 feet) by a Hackberry
S 75 E 40 paces (120 feet)
S 35 E 20 Paces (60 feet)
S 70 E 20 naces (60 feet) by a Slippery Elm
S 20 E 20 paces (60 feet) to Hack berry, Hickory, and Bur
S 70 E 40 paces (120 feet) to two 1hite. Oaks (Oak
S 20 E 17 paces (51 feet) to shore trail.

III. A path connecting the two bridges, turning away from

Fleming Creek to avoid the soft, wet ground surrounding the pecul-

iar elevated spring.

TV. A path running from bridge No. 2 along the edge of the

Fuelwood Forest for approximatelyh; 140 paces (420 feet), then turn-

ing south-east and forking, one branch connecting with Trail II,

the other continuina south-east and joinin- the shore trail.

This latter part cannot be comleted until the muddy depression

has been filled in to allow crossing.

Benches.

Rustic Dbenches ,of the desio nshown on Plate 7. will

be placed at intervals along the -oaths in th eastern section of

the Dark. The r will be set off the paths a convenient distance,

and w11 face the water wherever iDossiblo. There will be 12 benches

in all, the majoritr of which will be ,laced along; the river path

between the bridae and the point. They will be staked to the ground

in the suame manner as the picnic tables.

The framework of the benche s should be of Peeled oak,

with seats and back of nine or cedar. All narts of the framework

should be put together with bolt, and the backs and seats with

screws. The whole bench should be finished with clear varnish.
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P arking Sp ace .

The parking area will be directly in back of the Park

House, and will be re ac.hed by a drivewa> coming off the south-

east bend of the road circling the dis-odsal plant. The drive

gill run throurgh the center of the narkin area and out the other

side, loopinin back to the road. The narkcing area will be 60 feet

ride and 200 feet lon, and -ll accommodate a maxinuma of 40 cars.

This spacing is fi ured on a 10 x 13 foot space per car, with a

24 foot driveway-r between the two rows. The area ri l] be surrounded

by a roct: guard-rail. This lot is shown on the map.

Slgns,

The signs used in the park ill be of two types: name-

ly , the infor-mation-i1 t re, marking trees and shrubs, and the

directional t;re, indicatinv what should or should not be done.

The signs markin. tihe trees and shrubs will contain

the common name, the scientific name, and, in the space below,

illustrations or mention of one or two dirstinruinishing character-

istics . The leaf outline or fruit outline vwill serve in nost

cases; or in may be necessary to say, for instance, q"ote rough-5

bark . jo examles of each snecies of tree and shrub will be

marked. These labels will be .close to the raths, and will be

in the eastern section onl-r.

The labels will measure 3 x 15 inches, and will be

made of 1-inch cypress. The lettering will] be done in dark green

paint, and the signs clear-varnished. Theyr will be screwed to

2 x 4 inch creosoted stakes,. three feet long, and placed in the

ground.
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The signs identifying the various tree species are

to be illustrated in the following: manner:

Maples--outline of leaves and fruits, and "Note opptosite
branching"

Elms -- outline of leaves.

Cor Elm--"Note corky ridres on tiiigs.

Slipnpery Elm--'Note loose bark.

Oaks--outline of leaves and acorns.

Ash--outline of leaf and fruit , and "Note op osite branching"

1illo--out line of le af.

Basswood--outline of leaf nd fruit, also "Note basal sprouts

T icCories--oltline of leaves and notes on bark.

Hackberry--outline of leaf, also "Note roujh bark".

Sycamore--outline of leaf , fruit, and "Note l1ght bark" .

Black Walnut--outline of leaf and fruit.

Ironood--outline of leaf, fruit, and "Note fine bark texture t

Black Cherry--outline of leaf, fruit, and "Note curly bark".

Box Elder--outline of leaf and fruit, and "Note opposite
branching

Kentucky Coffee--outline of leaf and fruit, and "Note scaley

bark".

The tone of the directional signs soui1ld be generally

itivrt" than neCative The fol] ing suggstions are

made: "Keep the .River Clean" "Please Wrap All Refuse and De-

nosit iclre', "Leave the Flowers for Everybody to Enjoy'.

Certain negative signs are necessary, however. A small

"Please Do Not Waste" sign should be placed by the fuelsood of

each firelace c; and two or three "No Fishing" signs will be nec-

essar alon c the shore
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These directional signs should be used sparingly A

few, well placed, will be much more effective than dotting the

park with them.

A diagram of the tree-labeling tme of sign will be

found on Plate 8.

Wading Pool.

In the upper part of Fleming Creek, where it makes

a distinct bend, the wading pool will be located. The eastern

bank of the stream is low and sandy here. This is the side in-

to which the pool will be cut. Some of the dirt taken from the

spot can be leveled out into the stream, and some can be hauled

to fill a deep, wet, water-retaining depression in the ground

nearby. The wading pool will be increased considerably from

the present size of the -- ool, and will extend istream from the

bridge a distance of aproximately 40 feet. A row of large stones

will be placed under the bridge to slow the water up in the pool.

Some fine gravel will be brought in and spread in the pool to

help hold the sand which will be stirred up by the waders .

Baseball Diamonds.

Two regulation sized soft-ball diamonds will be laid

out in the open area south of the disposal plant. They will

be located with horie-plate toward the river. Some distance be-

hind the plate a 16-foot wire guard screen will be placed.

The regulation size for soft-ball diamonds is as

follows
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Distance between bases - - - - - - - - - - - - --- 60'

Distance between 2nd base and home plate - - - - --8419"

Distance between pitcher's box and home plate- - - 40'

The diamonds should be far enough apart to allow ample

fieldi-ng space for each one. Grass should be grubbed out of

the, base lines, a board inserted in the ground at the pitcher's

box, and one at home plate.

Horseshoe Courts.

Three horseshoe courts will be laid out nest to the

ball diamonds; i.e., betwe en the diamonds and the picnic grounds.

These should run north and south and be of regulation size, which

is 40 feet between the stakes. The estakes will be set in cement

blocks which will be inserted in the ground about 18 inches.

A space 6 feet square will surround the stakes, and will have

boards on ce r sides The sod in this square will be removed

and the dirt loosened.

It may be possible to arrange with the watchman at the

disoosal plant to check horseshoes out to those who want them.

Otherwise they will not be furnished.

OPERATION OF THIE PARK

After the parT: is established and improvei gents are

made, it must of coll.r e be kept up, improved here and there,

repaired, and kept clean. These activities are included in the

operation of 'the park.

Authority and Personnel.

The authority for the operation of the park is, of
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course, the city park department. All imp rovement s or changes

must come from either the city forester or the park board, de

pendingi unon hoir important the change is. Frequent insbections

and recommendations should be made.

Work on the park property will be done by the custo-

dian under the direction of the nark board or city forester. He

should be a dependable man, vounmg enough to be ambitious . If

ossible, he should be a resident of the village of Geddes, or

of that vicinity, who could live at home and get back and forth

to work conveniently.

ITaintenance -

Certain duties will be outlined for the custodian to

carry out. Among the yill be the followin

1. Collect and burn the refuse every day after the parl:
has been in use.

2. Clean out the fireplaces.

3. Keep the grounds clean.

4. Keep a small suply of wood at each picnic unit for
the free use of the picnickers .

5. Keep the rest rooms cleaned and stocked.

6. Do general repair work on tables, bridges, etc.

7. In the winter, cut and buck trees marked for fuelvood.

8. In the spring, place oil on low wet places not' yet
filled to kill mosquito larvae.

9. Keep poison ivy out of picnic area and away from trails.

10. Plant in the snrin under forester' s direction.

It jxill not be necessary for the custodian to be on

duty unle ss there is work to be done, nor will it be necessary

for him to be there because the nark is in use. It is believed
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that no great amount of damage can be done, so policing the

grounds will not be needed. If, however, the opposite should

be the case, then he may be required to be on hand when the park

is beinJ used.

As is the policy in the Ann Arbor Parks, the custodian

ill be paid an hourly wage of .50 while on duty, and must be

depended upon to account for and turn in his time accurately.

COSTS

Improv ements.

The following estimated cost of approzimately 6400

for the improvements necessary in the develop-ment of Forest Park

is based, for the most part, on actual f igures obtained from

local merchants and contractors and various orice catalogues.

In these calculations the cost of labor was figured on a ;.50

per hour basis, and the labor figures are only estimates at

best. While labor 5rrill be furnished largely by PHA or EC men,

much of it, however, will have to be skilled, higher-priced work.

The figure of 6.50 per hour, it is therefore believed, represents

a fair average.

With the e:certion of rustic material for the tables,

benches and bridges, and stone for the Park House and firepolaces,

all material will have to be purchased. Rustic material is avail-

able near the area, particularbl north of the park, across the

railroad tracks, where large amounts of scrub;' oak growth are

pre sent. Stones taken from the area have been piled, and are

thus available.
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Sa ch of the mlain items of exp)ense is listed, and a

total <<iven for each typ:e of improvem~ent . This figurLZ e i s then
increased somiew.hatR so that thIse total should re-prescent the ouat-

si- .d e figu17_r e.

Pi-cnic Fcilities

20 tabl e s;' ;0v- - -- . _3 w-10.0 0
Labor 'O ;8 e r table-----------160.00
120? of 3/4" iron for saks 7oer

f t .- ----------------- 16.80
13 f irep laces f 780
13 .sarbqan-e re cept~acle s G , a50 - - - - 32.50

Y -07.30 t -A300

P a rkRHouse

Stone wlls, material and labor-

13surso h ~ Concrete floor 6 15/l per sq. ft.
Labor on roof and floor- ----

a.'; ,000.0099.000
108-.00
100.00

<4,307.00 4,3 00.00

VUat er 8u )Rp

500' of 3/4" pie @li---------52 . 50
351of12 ie 2d ----------- 300

Fitting~s------------------10.00

Sanitary Facilities

100.00

6 toilets 6) I)20------ - ----
2lavatories ©a$20-----

1 5'fur inal C 30 -
2septi c taniks @ J5- - - -

1 in cineratorCE @ 70 - -------
Plu-mbi-ng fixtures , including

fittings, closet bends,
drain t ile,1 etc.- - - -

Lab o r-------------

-----------------120 000

3 x0.00
70.00
70.00

pipe,
Sol nipe,

-- - - - - 200.000,

q-830,00 850-00

Benches

12 benches @ 3---------------,60

ft.------------------10.00
100. 00
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Bridges

8 20' timbers G 6'5.60----- - - --- 44.80
4 l2' timbers @ X3.30---- ----- 13.20
1260 bd. ft. ? lanking 035 -per M 44.00
Bolts, nails, etc.------------15.00
Labor- -- ------------- 200.00

17x.00, ~350.00

r J s

1001 1 x 8 cypress 6 X1l5 per M - -j37.70

173 bd. ft. 2. x 4 stalkes @w060 per M 10.40
Lab or on sigens, includi ng- let toring,

etc .---------- ---- 100.00
t'118 .10 120.00

Baseball iDiartiond s and HTor se sho C ourt s

180 ft. of screen @D 10Z per imuniasp;
ft. ---------------- 148.00

Labor-------- ----------- - - - - -30.00
X8.00 50.00

0 ther It ems

Path construction, pne laying,
general clean-up, etc.- - - - g100.00 100.00

Total Estimated Cost- - ---------- ----- 6400.00

Mainnarnce.

At an hourly uvag e of 4P. 50 for the custodian, the cost

of mintenance should not run more than 1l50 for the surmer for

labor, and, nossi blyr fifty dollars for mriaterial. Durin,- the

WitOY and nidsnri7ng ;'.:te yZork onthe futelwTood 5U' ;1 Tr ld cnltin:;.

includi'ng; labor and equinm ent, should not exceed 50 . Annual

maintenance cost i ;ht 'then be -laced at 250 .
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' 14OFK PROGRESS AND PLAITS

Duri~qq: the 9ast wni nter somne workc was done on the area

by- bo tih P<<A amd CCC crews. This -,-ork consisted of nihig ii

and di 7n , . ur of rocks and boulders and nilin; theca. Many that

could not be dlrur ;:cwre buried, and dirt wa s hauled in and

leveled over the its. 7ork wvas confined to the western sec-

ti on Of the Yna 1 -. The lar epe s ~1 ~o U stone a're _vaM I ble for

use 1_n the corictrcuc tien of 'L~e Pa I: ITou e. i'd the firenlaces o

. A PQOU U de-2-1 o ' 1\TorT7 i -t lradYbeen clone in land-

~enn;the c1 seosS. -c..-a ds _ -]_cb ;:11 be veryr

al[, ,r,.ct-J~ve; T'e O i e

Y O;l~ on the narir v 117 c0ontinu e in ahe sun : er u1 nderC

t_ direction of the Ann -1- Aror CiPt~ Park_ Deat'ient, in co-

o4 ceati en wit tio ati onal Park Service "ranch of Recreational

Planni n a'nd State Co-operation. OJfficials hone vwzIt-hin the next

~?-arto 'ha ve abranch CCC ca3mia eta.blished ithin the rark to

com~i7;ete tihe ':fork.

15' IFETER DEVELOPMET

A largeC aLrea I aO.,-;n as the _CShane..hai Pitwhich,,lies

on the- north side of, th'e IKin Centrall Rcvi] 'ood track,'s and

acooss th-e rlv~ to the est. can be acqu'gyred in the fulturm:e.,

shouldJ the denand be -roat encu -°h.Tis area of 75 acr es be-

lorne s to the hci Centrr :1 Kalroa.d, an-d the oiffilals wouldi

befgf a to have it rmde lirto ahark7 and thus beautified . It

now contains Ca woulnp' 0 q.st:)nd ,somfe Of. 'Th ihcould be used in

th e constructlon 0of r nile -Itc bi es ndibenches,.
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There arc no ~,-s ~of drivinr: into the area at ,ore sent.

Tw.o routes, howIeve r, are rossible, but both recu re road .and

0b id e constru, c ti on. In one case a drive would comie in from

Geddles Road b-,ond Pror Kl.s tartrV east ofFleirn, Greek,

f linr' yarallel to -tbh' 1- L t te al_?lro ad?. then tur I71nndir-

-. ~~~~~_ unara. Itwoldor o:ac' o1ca r'

xr .r a'w ron1the nRailr _ oad pma nod Q:er tLo use the S '1_1 1 ne xt

Jn 1n ,-r'. (
1 

<? +(l i 7(fldj n11ri1 oses.v BT the other rSouIt e a oa

wo u:ld. rm 1 e i ln ' Q e FresP r1 through t h e east-

em sec_,o o te ra: uner the railFroadrid ,adtu

'jnro ethe new'r ' { Aih s ndsrbe-,ea. T .s later means is n ot o dV abebe-

caseote Q n1ecos,.it, of ct._tin hr1'7 hewOdsinIJor

Park-. O h othier handby this r ou1te the tTo rark_.s would b

diretlytonne cted .

futre. ad oV Iia_1 r oftb 1_ -"o e;_ _or >,r =1 t

C 0OKOL TT3IOI4T

Itisrot very--ofte nnowday 7s th-at city h l iave

a it of wld lan so easily- acces sib le and sot tra cti~ve as

the Forest Park Ar ieau_. Th-is plan for the develorment r ofthe area

calls for' as littledsbne of this wildU beauty as possible,

and yet orrovide s modern corjL ortsy i,n educt i ona l and rcreatio al

o(otu)ie f ;ran1 inds. ci Even7.though :.close by0are typical

city rs truL. cture1cs and dlove 1 onents they aire sufficien'tly hidden

from ,within- the_ >2ark to beeaily o r.o tten - 'i r ..
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As irme roes on, and places of this tipe become fewer

and fewer, more attention, will be riven to keeping them in a

wild, natural state than to improsing upon them elaborate develop-

ment s whi ch re quire the elimina tion of much of their charm. It

is thereforeO believed that the adontion of this plan will pro-

-ide a park which will retain its natural beauty and yet be of

service to everyone.
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COPY FOR PROMOTION

PAMPHLET

PICNIC AT ANN ARBOR'S FOREST PARK. ON THE HURON

RIVER, 4 MILES EAST OF ANY ARBOR AT GEDDES.

Paragraph 1. Ann Arbor's new park offers Picnicking,

'alking:, adin;, Baseball, Horseshoes, Nature Study, or just

Loafing. Enjoy these recreational oiportunities in the delight-

ful surroundinos of water, trees, wild-flowers, and birds.

Parap(rapoh 2. Picnic facilities for 120 people are

provided. Rustic tables, single and in groups of two and three,

with a fireplace for each single table or grouD, afford ideal

accomr.odations for all sizes of parties up to 20 people. VIood

for the firepl.ces is furnished at the park. Drinking water

and modern sanitary facilities are also provided.

Paragraph 3. Over twenty-five species of native

Southern Michiran trees, and many species of native shrubs and

wild-flowers are found on this small area. The different tree

and shrub soecies are conspicuousl labeled for your informa-

tion. Besides the !-ore f amiiliar trees, are found Bur and Pin

Oaks, Cork and Slippery Elms, Blaci Maplc Hackoberry, Kentucky

Coffee, Black Cherry, and other less com-on species. Thus the

pari: offers an ideal rlace to become familiar with our native

trees.
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ParagraDh 4. A small three-acre section has been

set aside for the continuous production of fuelwood for the

users of Forest Park. Each year approximately five cords of

fuelwood are taken from the area, and each year young trees

are planted in the openings. This is definitely a foreward

sten in park planning;, and a feature which must be accepted

sooner or later in a nreat many parks of this size and larger

where fireplaces are nrovided and cookinp permitted.
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PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN IN FOREST PARK

Photograph taken just inside the wooded area
in the Picnic Section of the park , showing how
completely the Sewage Disposal Plant is screened
out of view. The dark windows can barely be seen
in the right-center of the picture.

Cti .

Photograph taken at the junction of Fleming
Creek and the Huron diver, looking across the Creek
to the Picnic Section of the park. Its heavily
wooded nature is clearly shown.



31

Photograph taken on Fleming Creek at the
locatiot of the !ading Pool. The pool will be
cut into the sand seen in the upper left quarter
of the pic ture.,

Photograph taken at the west edge of the
Fuelwood Forest at the Township line . This end
is quite open due to the cutting which has been
done here. A few stumps can be seen in the fore-
ground. The other end of the 3-acre plot is much
more heavily stocked.
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